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Re: Case No. 11.552 - Julia Gomes Lund and Others v. The Federal Republic of Brazil - (Guerrilha do Araguaia Case) – Amicus brief
The South African History Archive (SAHA) is an independent human rights archive dedicated to documenting, supporting and promoting great awareness of past and contemporary struggles for justice in South Africa. SAHA aims to recapture lost and neglected histories, to extend the boundaries of freedom of information in South Africa, to record aspects of South African democracy in the making, and to bring history out of the archives and into schools, universities and communities in new and innovative ways. SAHA has been engaged in a broad range of advocacy and outreach initiatives relating to transitional justice and the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) over the last decade. Through SAHA’s Freedom of Information Programme, SAHA has utilised South Africa’s access to information law, the Promotion of Access to Information Act (PAIA), to help facilitate transitional justice, particularly through accessing records of the TRC
. The South African legal context has shown that the right to truth for citizens is underscored significantly by the inherent right to human dignity and is enhanced by a plethora of rights such as the right to freedom of expression, the right of access to justice and the right to public participation. The right of access to information, however, stands in the Bill of Rights as an autonomous right which relates cohesively with the other human rights enshrined in this Chapter. SAHA is therefore keenly interested in this case, and hopes the Court will assist the Brazilian government in fulfilling its human rights obligations in terms of international law, and in enhancing nation-building and legitimacy in the region.
SIGNED:

[image: image2.jpg]s




CATHERINE KENNEDY

Director
� See Pigou, P (2009) ‘Accessing the Records of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’, in K Allan (Ed.). 2009. Paper Wars: access to information in South Africa, Wits University Press: Johannesburg; and The South African History Archive Trust v the Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development and David Porogo NO, Case No. 33394/2002, Transvaal Provincial Division.
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