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7he SUcaSSoflM MDM's

defiance campaign indicaJes
man than mass rejection of

apartheid and the
rrpms/(JfI which /f1lJintairu
it. Jt Is also a nflecrion of
the enomlbusly increased

t.f~datjOttS ordinary Sowh
AfriC01U how: about/heir

futun. JO-ANNE
COU1NG£ "pom.

easure of expectations



-SWIWnall of lbe '

W
hen. on IS Septem
ber, South African
Council of Cbur·
cht$ generaJ

secretary Frank Cbikane mar
ched to John Vorster Square Al
the head of thousands. his mis
sion was directed at lite police
stalion where, eight years
before. he had been detained
in the cell nexl 10 Neil Aggetl.

At the erocI d the 1NIdl, Cliibllc:
and OIlier k:ldi.., dales twIdcd .I

liL...... lIPCIuIIl c. poIia bnluJily 10

11\(: 111';011 co.mudcr at Job.
VOCSlCf Sq\Yre. Then be lI1fIlOd 10

face \be crowd na550d OI-Side, .-der
the twill fbp d tbe "Ne and the
Communisl PJ.rly. 10 ~ them in
slnlllna Nkosi Sikcle' iAfrika.

The signifICant· bill incompldc 
twist of history thal lhe scene
Itptacnlocl did IlO( C!UpC !he l'IWl

wbo ~ witnessed "eceu's illCn
body rc_eel from bit delC1U>oa

"".Aflf:r Ibe mlrck, Cbitanc
comraeoued ID lbe press that tile
oITlCi.ll decision 10 II3Ilf pcrmi:m
for mass dclDOllSlrltions in Cape
Town, Johanncsbull &lid Pmona
did I'lOl rd\ccll 'change of hun' on
lilt put of the iO"t'mOlCJlI. It wu.
Chi"'''e said., I necesury SIIIC
ac:com~liOll of persistent IDUI
SU,,"Ia.

The prOICSI II1II'l:bes ....:re lartdy
pin of tbe 1II01l1b-old Mau
Democratic Mo"cceat (MDM)
defiance ClolDpai,o • J campai'll
"aiped 10 dlallcD&e bocb tbe racial
discrimirwioa cl~ and the
security laws underpinnin, the
survival cl the nlinoril)' re,ime.

The ovcrwhclmina slze cl the Cape
Town nwch on 13 Seplembcr and
the speed wllh which lhe
J~lObur, and PKlIoria Il1I1Cba
plbcn:d JlOlIIld IWO eLlys Ialer - ill
the absmec of ....y b"l'llin, 1oc:a1
issue - rm,gnirlOd a cowral feanare of
the deHaDee eam~I,. itseU: tbc
eaiSlCllOe of a widesprad polilical
eonscioo'SDCSS which embIed people
10 be mobilised even where
or,anisalional nelworks had nOl
recovered from three bniisin, yean
under swHlf~mtflCDCY rule.

I1 w&s surely Ibis eoosciou_
which pve the del'"wn CIJ'IlllIiP
its wide appal. WhaI dse ooWd

have dnwn d....'S?"ds 110 pic:llie ..
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'all whilt' beaches? WhaI dJe eMl!lOll
ShIdenls 110 mudt in~ I'blIudil·
jaba, pmqwcd woRm 110 challcaae
IT'9deD(ia! and ca"l..... KlrqaOOn
011 the aUrcs, c1JnI pupils in the ....
der rqioa 110 demand admiqioa 110
..hilt tcbools and plompttd challc:n
Its 110 hospilal apanbcid even In Froc:
Sule IOWnS like Welkom.

The massive S1ayaway on eleclion
day - the lar,CS1 in South Afric.all
hislory, Cilimaled 10 have been
observed by Ihroc: ....lIion wor\eJ1; 
sicnirlCd tbaI a very bmad1y~

political C1IIfUre .... akaI root. VIS!
IIllPtIers of people blew wha aclioa
_ opactt:d of lbaR even ..-ttere tbe
nale of emCf,eac:)' lIIade il
impossible for lhis 10 be conveyed
openly tllloop mass CO!IlInlIOicalioa
media.

There Ire suggeslions of an
additional dimension to this upsurge
in polilical aelivity. Al an
IlIti~1ec:t1on _ina in .uw.ville
011 the East Rmd, N.iMaI Unioa of
MinuOIkers aenc:raJ .:o::rcwy Cyril
IWnapbop spoke of '!De _ IlIldI
of fll~edO.· penucatm, the villaees,
IOwnt.h.ips and ovorkplaccs or tbc
-ry.

An,1iUIl Ardtbishop DUrDIlnd
TUlU, addrelsiol llle Cape Town
march, Wl$ more forlhrlahl. 'We
say, hey Mr de Klerk, yOll bve
already 1051... Our nwch 10 freedom
is \IftSlOPPIble.. 11 is the mudl of all
of us Soullt Africans, bla,d: IlId
..-bik' ,

PIlI ill _ ....""ne ICnDS. tbe
tide of UpDCDIMIas is swdlina ill •
"oprcc:edc:1l1al wa)'. Tbeu is lhe
prevalCllI belief Ihll Ibis time
increased polilical press"re will
deliver lhe rQ.1 prize: a nOlHlICial,
democratic SYSlern of IOvemmc:n1.

The second salienl featule of the
mass pIOlesf5 in ~icv1ar and the
dclWlCe eampailn u a wlxMe _
tile obvious IDd 1IIIf'CABined support
forlbe ANC,

hI Cape: Town, whete I aulllP
IIlUJ oJ anytltinj: betwcc:n 2$ 000 and
SO 000 marcbed behind llIe ANC
n", Cooaress of South African
Trade Unions amen! .:o::rcwy Jay
N&idoo iKldn:s.scd the clOWd, saylnl:
'Tod.Iy we bave wllDCSSl:d the miaht
of our paople, We have witnessed the
mi&ht of our people under OUI l1a& 
the 1f1lCII, black and Jold l1a&',

He _ 011: 'Wc ~ sayinJ tltaI
our leaders Olivu Tambo and Jot
SkI¥o~ indeed tbe pClllJlk: ..-bo ..-ill

:::
he sinin, ill the
!\awrc' .

la Jobamesbur,. where both 1-=
ANC ud SACP flaes "Cle
prreniDCPdy displayed and wllen:: I
,realer pIDPOllion of Ibe crowd·
comprised seasoned aClivislS,
pro-ANC flac:doon ...p were lUll'

for the duralion of lhe one-hour
process.ion.

III the dd"wn eantJWgn a wEt I
llU/1IlIcr oJ aetivitie$ rewallO the: .
',mbamin,' of orpn.isations OUI· ;

Iawod under eDlCItt-C)' and. security
laws.. This involved 1DIleI.inJs bci",
allal ...... lbc auspica of orpUSlI
lions prohibiled from doill' so:
banners and T-shirts of lhese or·
,Iniucions beill' displayed: anll
office bearers and represcnutives of
the organisalions Ippearing OD public
platforms.

Wbere such '"nbanni",s' of
MDM-ali,1ICd Of,anisatioos InN;
place, a simull_,. dc:fwn 01 the
~ .. tbe ANC ai_ invariably
occurred. When pmplc IIObanacd
Ibe Con,ress of South Afrieu
StidcDts (COAl), !hey abo 'tr'banne!l
the ANC. Where tbey ille,ally
flaunled lheir UDF T-shirts anll
blnnels, Ihey also ""furled Ihe
black, aroen and aold fI'a. They did
so even while enjoyin, the unlawful
pleasures of Dur~n's offieial1y
while AddinalOll Be.aeh.

The first _Ib of the de{'LaD«
cam~i,. WIS, in larae measure.
aboll: kJitimisina the ANC. Even
Ille uli-eleetion (lmpli'Il, ill
C(lIlllUl 10 lhal ..1JOd durin, tbe:
1984 lric:un£nI dections..... little
10 do with disctaillina the candidalC5
for Ihe houses of delegates and I
rcpresenlllives, The campaign wu
m"ch more concerned wllh
est.abIisllin& an allenlJlive vision cl
lbe fUlure, nin, che ANC's
cOIISlillUiolll1 ,_idelinu as a

~'"'::d ,**"able trePd~ I
tbis lime of mln prolesl ItIS
ilIvolWld tile &li",_ of '1OUp5 and I
individuals olluide of lite main
e a Ira-par li amen tary resi Slallce
movemenl with IClivities enacted by
this OooUnanl oppo&llional force.

Tbe nllmber of clerics, 'I
professiona.ls, liberal poliliciaDS,
ac.....1llies and bipoprofile bo'Siness ,
paopIe c. both the Cape TOWft and I
Jobanllubu, DlIle:ltU WIS I
bipliJlvod in the ('_1111" Id'" P'CSI. j

WORIC IN PROGRESS
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While few ollbem would tbcmiehu
boiJl tbe ANC flq. ie Is sipirlCalll
dIIt !bey would ratber be as.tOCWcd
wilb !bole ....beI do 10 tbao wllb die
aputbdd rqi_ ADd tbe actjons of.......""'"

h Is DOl far.facbcd 10 speak of tbc
art»p....", of IlcC-Y by fon:a
,_ :;", lbe~ tnditioD.

TIN; lIoD·"ioICllI u,ue of Ibe
IIlIIdIcS. wbidI lOOt piKe ill !tR:C:U
we of pjice. _In' , tl:~b)' die
SABC... lrutb, despite !be vim
....._ of Ill.... aDd ordet" .........
AdriNa Vklt. tbc dd'1UCC ip
procCSU WC~ fljlA.lly peKdvl iD
lkir am..... but were oftea _
wiu. IISIC .. lalencr: _bleb. drew
hi ......1 malial:ioo.

VIoImce • or at IcISl: !be poleD
till for vjolc:no:: - lies IlOI in
tIle.lDlS5 Oef~ calIIplip at

all. but in tile JOVCnlIllClU'.~
10 the movin. force behind Ibex
dnmr!51ralions - Illlllely, the CIl()r

mouIl, increued CltpCClllioDI
ordilwy South Africanl have about
IbeIr future.

Ills trite 10 N'I tIW tile desire for
thaafe ariJcs frocn tile eoad.itions of
q:.nbcid iUdr· tbe eJIpc,icilcc 01
poverty. di.trimiDllion aud
wlrieNle subjcclkla 10 !be powCisof
die mmd f(ftQ. 11 Is III(R .auJ 10
.-that tbildesire Is ..........l...., aDd
iJn:xd bodl by biJIoric:llI fXlDrl ADd
prtalIt reality.

TtiItn ~~ L .. iD lbc
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School protests· Cape Town

apmdilll ooo.-:t:lI ....11b tbe ANC,
but tile UDF Jw teCllred Wb witb
key beD of ,we.

• Fourthly. tbelt i. the
cmolioollly.cha'.ed climate: tlat
c:l«tions for tile tninoril)' parliament
UYe come to acncl1ole. nil lime tbc
Imsim Jw ID:a bc:i&lllcocd by tile
'rdonn' eaqNoip of the Nlllioclal
PSfty lutlf. Tile dillClIfrlncblsed
IIavc .-I tile C'qRip for sigD$ 10
toIlfirlll hltcnutiollll pressure 011
Prclori,. SIIIC PruidclIl FW de
K1crk'. SUIlCJllCllC dui the door it
IIJICII 10 dxJIe wIiIo led: cblnar Inll
l!W there b 110 need 'to batter it
do•• ' il receiyEd willl bolll
""'4'Ikilllllnll optilllilm.

Tllerc en be liulc dOllbl dill
pnp"hr opocn,v.. In: rlUd CIIl I
paIUcular fool! of cNqe. illvol:viDj:
DD Ias dIIa the lnIIIIer of politic:ll
po-oer to the majorily aod, ill IlWlY
USU, I re.lruclurill' of Ilu:
" "-)011)I.

To lllc UICIII 11111 polidCll
1II0YCIIICIIII slllpc populu
coosc;O" .......s ovcr IlWI lbovc tile
ICICllill" of CJ.pcricllcc, IWO
Il3dilicllll have moukW the idcIS of
tile suppor1trI of the preSICllI MDM 
the n·yCll-old rwion&list Il3dirion
of tile ANC and, 10 I Icucr dqtroc,
the lIOCialist course pursued by the
Soulh African COmmUnill Plny.
Aftcr Ihc 1111111111' of IlIclc
or'llIiulionl, lbcir ,uldilll
idcolOJics fouod ooly illtcrmillcnt
CllprCSlliClll ill IIlIJt orpniSlliOll •
IlIItiI tbc Iale 19701 Md cariy 198Cll.

Tlli. cri SlW IIle elDCr,caa of

milillnl Illde UniOnl wllkll woo
klilllllKy for Of,...ipllonl of the
work Ill' cln., Ind .ludelll
Or,JIIiUliolll opellly lIuill'
Ormp:1_ CIIl tile Frocdom CIw1cr.

The oycrtly ucill IlId
JIIti-dclllDCUlic IIal.re of lhe
Im.lDenl parlilDICIII ,llYlDiled
dxJIe wllo JllPPQfted tbc IIOIion 01 I

__ nciaI ... <rlt)' _1CIiCIIl1O
forlll IlIe UDF i. 1913. Tile
lqitilUC)' cl .wc IInw:t\lre1 '"'
dlIIleo&cd • cYet'J kw:l; IOWIISbip
111111110 • Iroulld 1I0l1lill' ilDd
edtndoD - 'II'eI'e • 0lIC IDd tbe umc
tUlle .... powtt Md poverty.

n wildfIre ....itipliaUoa of
UDF I.flilialcs IlWI tbc COIl
lOIi4ation of UllioIIs ill CoIIl\I

- the country'. bilJCSllabour federa
lioll • il history. So 100 is tbe
lDSUrrcaionary form tlw resist"......
took after the VIII uprisio, of Sep
tcmber 1983. TbcK circumstances
enlbled Ihe oUlllwed libeUlion
DJOY(llllCnl. 10 Clpaod lheir UDder'
,round political work, ooosolidatin&
thcir lradiliolls of Il","le.

When lhe nllloll.1 Sl.le of
emcr,ellCy WII declared III JUlle
1986. COSII" Ind Ibc UDF hId
.lready adoplcd lhc principlc of
pursuina 'lllIitr ill Ittion... It is 1his
stntClY wllkb is embodied ill tbc
lIOIioa of the MDM. Wllctbcr the
lIOIioa of _ ave a11iaDa: WOWd
have lOIidirlCd as tbc 'MDM' if tbc
UDF 1Iad 110I boca dTcaivdy bIIlDcd
it opcIllO ~ioa.
ne clusiye MDM, 10 rul III

iIIf1ucace but quite wilboul~.
it .. i11ult~ 01 bow lbc sue 01
cmcr,cllCy fIlled. SUIC lenrily
1)'_ could 0lIl1a_ ora... i......'1.

IIUI they could 110I relllOye frolll
.cllyill. Ibc upcriCDCC of
or,ululloa. They cCMIld lllhibil
C'ftMlIlftk'Mk-, buI they could 110I
c:ooouI tbo".ht.

South Afriua. libemioa forces,
wilboul ucoycrlll' lhcir
or,lnlutioll.1 .round, arc still
readily IIXlbilbcd. AIId this, il CII1 be
Ir,ucd. COIllriblltc. IDOthcr cnx:i&1
faclOr 10 lbc prelCl\l cscalation. of
ClIpoclltiolls: s lCIIlIC tIw m;i$WlCC

CII1 lIlIl'Viyc tbc 1Ill&b1 of ~id.
tIw tbcre Is ltlttlClIlin, 10 !be slogao.
'poopIe's power'.

The 'OYCrllmcllt, U IIIllch as
...yoac clJc. IlIUII be COIllICious tIw
f.ilurc 10 IDCCI Ihc upcculiollS
'CIIcrillcd by Ibl. colllbUWioa of

,
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6eveIopmmu aod ....... ,,,,ioN could &Dd orOc,' Uller&llCeI by National appured .,. b, ,. policy 01
be disaRrout. Put)' caDdidalel - IDOSt lIOtably 'mi.Ili_ fon:e0'.

" _ be MtiDa wbcIbu for lbe AdriaIa VIok ... id tile Nll-1Ip KI !be WbeR _ia,,, WCI'e DOt bmmcd, I.
fin! time tbe pr*'Niol does IlOI eUsl: t": :'ion em be axribCId 10 tbe DIlCId diffaml r- 01 ..HlIlpCiYe __
for widesprcad~ wbJdI 10 II:QIte tbe ri&M-wiQa • f iD ;otcrYntlofl frequendy applied.
cOllld eKe., aClou ob' lad. In ldcolo,inlly Iprud-u.lcd Larze COIllill.Icua d riol: ..s ICl:lIriIJ
0UbtJ iPiJiul eYa lbe i.mpKl: cl tbe CCIAIIitucacy• police _ere deployed iJuidc and
rc,iou! .pritiq. from 1914 10 Dlily, ob' plC" ", SABC o"..;de _iap, &ppUaIdy id •,.... ....need aoven- crxtdowlls *"""" lO ck:Ier anrwt......... d. 'q

oa the MDM. Aad wbile amiD dE IllililaDCy of JP» ' .... aDd auuilIn:U:alI)'. ltIO¥t:S by Ibe JO"UII- Idiont -..e utcD. dacalioa did opea cIcbW' TIbs IaCIE was IISaI
meal 10 accommodate DOt e.- tqia 10 appnuiawe lbe C1Ia1SiYdy~ die mU..........
upect.llolU id some lDU5urc palleR wbic:ll _ maiJllliacd a1moIl ~iJll of Ibe TrallSYuI IDdiu

DIIyabo tIId "";aanee. iD tlW tbey coasiSlently for JO moalM 0( Ibc COIlIIQI aod, ID(lf'e promiDeatly. at
would cOllflrm people'. _ lbat 1lIlicftal sure cl tmefJCllCY ... tIYI is. the woBc:Q' summit.
tbeir 0Wll Idionl ean aellicve _lIS. \PIli! tbc huJl&er Iflue ia Fdlnwy III aoodl('t lmage-eonso::ious DlOYe,
locreascd deny"". would be made. and Marcb!his yar. the aUlllolhle. substituted miSS
OrawSllIon would fcod off ill 0Wl'I Nevcrthdcu, repre$lion ~mained charae-and-relene procedurCl for
51 .......... and the pn:sstI1O for change a major issllIc, even if lbere was a pp dctclllion withoul lrial iD the cue of
would be illCremcolal. bctwcco the Viol< 'bcforic and tile activists apprchcodcd dlllini protc5t

BodI ,be bDpcs of lhe opprcucd reality. aaioa. At least 2 000 people wcrt
aDdthercsilJlllioaol ....icmoftbc Rqirasioo aaacnJly took OIl quilt: arrClled .., cbu,ed I,
rW.Ul& .roup ao cbaD.&c an: pilIIlCd OIl _ CO!ltA'rs:~ of ......laio_ ~Dril:m withio tile space cl
a rudiq of ialcnuotioul opiIlioa or pre-emptiOD. ralller IbD five wecb, accon1i.Da ID tile HRC.
tbal eODel'des C¥CD Preloria's toIlflOlltatiOl. la _y eur:s lhi. ID the Weata1I Cape the allqa1
bw'ito·.1 all.iea an: IlOII poeparcd ID roqu.ircd buIc mOl........ of police brutality of tbc police iD tile bu:ild·
KIknAc 1pIIIbcid. aDd soldi.crs. Where 11Iia .c:Kn1 "'~ .. • lioM _ CIa tile IIiJbt
ne defipcc: ca....., lboqb str.le,y ... DOl observed aad of tile poll .. ber:a wieldy Icp;lIkd.

referred ,. b, w~. MOM """".._'1._. did ocaar • as ia tIE It is rom...~ Iba at icaat _
repreICDI.live. U aD dfcClive WCSImI~ aDd -.: mDllIC IrQS of tile 13 dcadla rtd.... ao 1uo"'C
'diamMllia, of~'... bcaI • the force II8Cd by me tulte was ocxwrcd Iba niJbt __ calSI:Id by
lar,cly aD exercise iD IlIale,Ic ............. police abooIiDa.
prott:st.. Iu uploiwd by MoIwntld Tbll force wu Dearly al.aYI It la equally clear that tile level of
Valli Mooa before bia dctCDtioa, it di sproporl lOlla le, siDce it ... rcaisl.nce iD tbe C.pe 1I.d r"
was dcviJCcl panicubrly to CJ.poIC JCIlCfIIly inflicted 011 people ...-bosc CJ.cecdcd the dimanim' of pnltCII.
the NattOllal Party 'rd"orm' plan as. IOlc offena: .as 10 attend I _illa The dc:f1lDCC e.ampaiJll there foil InlO
sbam aDd IlIIdcrxore tJw wlw FW prohibited iD onc way or aootba. wcll-ora.nllCd alld 10na-ltaDdiDa
de Klerk had on offer did nOI Aware of Ihe damaae lhat the resistance focllXlll 011 education.
rcprcscnllO end 10 1pIfIheid. sjamhc*killi of civl1l1na does 10 its The HRC~: 'The xvcrily

The .fCltClt 4aogc:r for the MDM foreiJll image, aovcrnmcnl atlClllptcd cl police rcprcsslOlI iD this _ also
is that the iIIIcnMXxW eocnmunity - 10 prevail mrt"inJS llappcaina ntbcr iodicalCl lhal police vc acriD, 10
especially Brilain aDd the Uniled thaD bKakilll tbem up. 11 tIid this by Imub 'b' .cll-or,alllaed ,,'
SIaIl:I - mlJht relieve the ptt:IIIlI'e e- a combiA&tioa 01 bIllDin. or4ers. bi,bly-lDOlivalcd Wutcna Clpe:
De Klert 00 lbe ,roUD4s of bb f1oodiD& tile propoJCd _ with SaIdcau Coqre:a wbicb .. beat
ptollliael 'M tail 'ppc.ltI-ee of annod fortes _ II'mO!oIrcd vdliclcs rebuild iD' itself delpile bciDI
DDda__; dIcy JDi.&blIIX:qJI Klke:D IID:I r'*ft+xkia, citbcr atpIUltn or 'QUieted'.
IlwItaD ripts COl( ·1 • dowa PW''ed 'fl"'l!kers. Tllc facl lbal IWO people .ere
P'ylDC:lltl OD fUlure UDJpecified la mary ealICI t1:Dc 0DIIIIIIi1lcd ID killed. tile Ptninallo 11 a vip kid
~ ao dclDocratic l'IIle. tbe priDeiple of defi.llce beld oe Ibe ¥Uy IIi&bt cl Ibe pcaoc 1IlIlCb.

If tltiJ ...., I • d• h iaIidc _illlSII~"'C-.cs dclpilC sad t!ut kits k....abdl [1lIaIlII C:OJI')
Ibe COIIIIlt)' -.Id IlOII dissi.-, but ob' impolilioD .r bIDs. n. an: allqcd 10 be iq.lieatctl la Ibia,
Dc KIcrt: -.Id bave • r- b.and ill replaeemeDt meetlDIs .ere - IIlldcrxoml lhc suucstioa by tbe
cOllllterlal rClillaKe. He cOllld \aevillbly -1Dlal1e:r lhatllbe qiBals HRC_
relur. " ... lactiea .r bil would have becIl. Wbcll. c:qWllly The Westem Cape: CJ.pclialoc abo
p.. d.. I I""'. illcvitably. the)' WC:R disnapccd by IUllells lbal lDy allempll by De

Irtdccd tben: is still iIDUlC doubt as poliec. the confronwiOll was reduaxl Klerlt 10 eU!lail securllY 'Clloo
10 whether be: MI forsaell lbClC ill acaIc. wilhoul IhnulllllCOuSly movills to
lacllcl. a doubl bascd OD ob' Tbe: HUIDID Ri,b.. Commlnloo addre.. Ibe fundllloeotal polilic.l
straqe:ly duali.ltic chanlcter of SWC CIlcW.alcs that It Ie:ast S6 mcaings qlJCltions will 'K'l;C'Il;arily be xlf·
ICCllrily ICSpt'4I... 10 the dcf\llKC were brotco up by tbc annod fortes dd"catillt, slnce popular oppodliOll
ampaiP. iacllldiDa illl 100- clcCliOlI from Ihe Ilart of lhe defilllce .i1lllOll fiDd iDdd....Dite QplCIIioll iD
OD 'P ••••, _ ao Ibe tcboo's crisis campaip 10 det:.a day UId thIIlbe prOICSI 1IIMCbe::I. Tbosc wbo marvd
iD tI:tc WCIta1I Cape. IQIC rd"~ from vioL n e iD 0IlIy .11 tile Prt:toria Sprin, of 1989 would

At tile kYcI d rI'dClI ie. Ileavy 'law 191MCa..... II VWi\Il'UI'c::d t!ut there 00 well 10 bcllld Ibis.
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