
· fl J CAL ln-:PORT ON DISABILITIES 

Thi s p:J :( ::- ~sa reflection on the ex-combatants who were injured dur ing the wa r 

of l ! be :~. ti on of Zimbabwe from the colonizers during the sixt i e s and seve nties. 

~ orne cc ' 1 'id e s s ustained injuries through torture by the colon i a ] a c-: nt s j n Polic e 

st!l t • or. -:- , .),, ·~ cial interogation centres or in detention Camps within th e c ountry. 

For he rr.a,iori ty of the ex-combatants injuries resulting in part or pe r manent d i s 

ab ilj ti s '"'e r e sustai ned either during combat against the enemy f o rces , bombard 

me ~ t by ene my a irforce planes or accidents whilst om duty. 

On a t ta r me nt of I ndependence the popularly elected Government of a new Zimbabwe 

decl :' c "".~,a t all ex-combatants who were injured during the war of libera ti on s hou l d 

re cei ve , o mpe nsation for their disabilities after assessment by qua Ji f ied d oc ":.or s . 

Foll c ..;i · t hif, declaration thousands of disabled ex-combatants availed th8mselve s t (• 

de si 1:' d UJ n tres throughout the country for assessm?nt by Gvt. a ppcin ted doctor s . 

Whil . t 18 vi Ti ters appreciate and applause this decision by Gvt. they nd>t '3 d with 

re gr :: ~' in rra.ny instances there have been a let down by thedes i f;lla t ed Doct ors . 

Exam : na . on and proper procedures for assessment have not be en f olJ owec1 r e ::: ul ti ng in 

peop =e : f i ng under assessed. The writers are receiving rrany complain t ~:; f r om fel low 

ex-cc rr t J · ar~ts who claim that they were not even examined but first askt:' d one ot two 

ques ~ i. e : s . NOrrral requires that two doctors are present at a ny as ses sme nt sess i on 

but '- e : c te that the centres are manned by one doctor;this does no t safe r:-u "l r d the 

d c)<~ t ·r r r a tient. 

Tno '·T i ere also note that disability percentage is lased on the ex tr~t f ro m the I ,, 

t.Vo r kers Cor:1pe nsa tion Act (chapter 269Q.A close look of this extract reveals that 

tha t co :1J-ensation is based on lose of a limb, body pa±t or therJ>[<HPe As me nti oned 

above t . r tur e by Re gime assummed a sophisticated character whereby soft tissue injury 

and i ::J. rr ' r.e r esulted .We have amongst us today comrades with ·1:ultip l e c omp l aint s fr o11 

the i ; r : . v ious internal injuries. Many ex-combatants back m?ntally da ma ged thrnugg 

ha rsl " er i ence s of war and death. A new medical phenomenon known a s t he Vi e tnam 

Synd o ·; has been recognised by the American Gvt.This concerns American s o ld i e rs 

who · ~: oi i n the Vietnam War. Most of them still suffer mentally and a re compe nsated 

: n short this syndrome is also afflicting our fellow ex-c omha t ants. The refm ·e 

the · xi , c t from the Workers Compensation Act is long overdue a nd we f ee] A n8 -...• 

for '· 

deta ~ le ~ disability assessm?nt sched1~le sho.tild be worked out. 

Fina ~ l y ·ly writers feel that the pitfalls mentioned in this paper ca n be r ec tif i ed , 

i f c c r.n deration when opport\mity doctors could be given to former ZIPRA/ ~~ANLA 

d oc V r E -v ho have a c l ear understanding of their fellow ex-<:omba t an t s and know how t hey 

su s t i r :ri ~uch disabilities. 
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