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ON RESUMPTION:

I
LD CHATIRMAN: Mr Brooks, we apologise for keeping you
waiting. Can you give us your full names, please?

JEREMIAS JACOBUS BROOKS (Sworn states)

MR LAX: Sorry, Mr Brooks, you can give your evidence
in Afrikaans if you wish. We do have a simultaneous
translation from English to Afrikaans so if you want
to listen in Afrikaans, you're gquite welcome. They'll
translate it either way for vou. If vyou feel

comfortable in English, that's ockay as well with us.

;3 --- I can speak English but I prefer te talk in
Afrikaans.
Pl 's  Dilie widin LS. Ll have  ciaal Ligal guid
AT T A et e SRS M SRS S R AR
“har and it vou = da Ea nmnderstand Engliash

snfficizntly not to wesmmbherheadphones because if von
want to you can wear the headphones and the English
will ke simultaneously translated intco Afrikaans for

YCOU. --- No, I don't think it's necessary.

romTie e m oAt - T 1 . . S

there in front of vou.

DISCUSSION _ENSUES WITH REGARD TO FUNCTIONING OF

SIMULTANEOUS TRANSLATION APPARATIIS

A TEMAL The recorders ana i lncarpretars  ave
S>CLid undel oalll. slics L1 adlt J.LLZz:L;‘L,~.~j,tLLi_'v’t; LUy Ll
terms of section 29 of the Promotion of National Unity
and Reconciliation Act of 1995. The Commission
believes that you are or may be in possession of
information which it requires to fulfil its

obligations under the
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/Act and

C) Act and for that reason a notice has been served on
you calling on you to come here today and answer
questions. I want to stress that this is an
investigative inquiry and a finding will not be made
against you arising out of this hearing. In terms of
section 31 of the Act you are obliged to answer
guestions even though the answer to those questions

may incriminate you. If vyou refuse to answer
questions there are mechanisms wunder the Act in terms

of which you may be compelled to answer the guestions

and if you continue to refuse to answer questions you
can of course Dbe charges in terms of the offences

Lmlll oy dinder Tiilil o osac o wWlil o, [ R A A R PR ERE DU (Y B

freciminating natures T e Cadniesinhlas against oou in
1 ourt of law unlegspmamehasosmefmrarinry arises out
of what vyou have said by giving conflicting of
differing versions. You are evpected to tell the

truth, be honest to the Commigsicn and again 1if we

It
T
¢

:3 Lediavie wildl YOU  ilas . 1lol il oaioles Yol udy ke

. o L

"

epresentation. If vou do have an attorney with you

the attorney may not prevent you from being asked and

answering gquestions of an incriminating nature. The
Sl ool an oattorray wooad Slinply oo Ll G sanse Dol
= Wl Uil iy Ollel. Lol L Lltdelstalind ciiad Yol oale

willing to appear here today with the services of an
attorney. I don't think  there're any other
preliminary points that we have to do through. You
will be asked questions by one of the investigators

here but we will intervene at any stage which we feel
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is necessary and ask you questions. Thank you, Mr
<:; Govender.
/MR_LAX:
MR LAX: If I can just add one thing. If at any
stage you're unsure or you want to ask us about what
you think +vyour rights might be 1in a particular
situation please feel free to do so. --- Thanks.
MR _GOVENDER: Mr Chairman, just to place on record

that the subpoena has been served properly and there's

been no objections to the subpoena.

CHATRMAN : Thank you. I think we mistakenly recorded
H@ you asg being a brigadier. We'll demote you again to
captain. Are you a captain? - I'm a captailn,
Capraic Broola, Soiph sl pha dden - 1 meplbayr o0 Tha
eonrity hranch, Pilotsmmenmirzbhrmngs Ts that Corvect?
--- {Speaking English) That's correct.

THATRMAN : Sorry, what is the n=2w nawme for the

security branch? - - Internal security.
:} lnilslibas  oocCUlllly. 15 Liletth gLl oD Caaibias a
fall under Durban. I'm not hundred per cent sure how

to explain Dbut 1it's wart of the criminal

‘intervention)

It's called 1internal security? - Internal
security.

MR _GOVENDER: Now, Mr Brooks, when did you commence
your employment with the SAP? - I joined the SAP

in 1993, January. I did my national service through
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the police force. Okay, I'll change over to
Afrikaans. (Through Interpreter) I joined

permanently in 1985 during January. So I have been a
permanent member since 1985.
MR _LAX: You mean 1983. - Yes, I do mean

/1983 .
1983.
MR GQVENDER: What positions did you hold up until
this point in time in the SAP from 1985? --- I
Scuth African

started my career in iZingolweni in the

Police. From there I went to Hammarsdale. From there
I was transferred to Pletermaritzburg to the Loop
Street office where I worked with enqguiriess. That was
[ v . [EL =RV AN “ J -
oy owimatales Aeril L afras b h T wn s teansferyad -
the  then ssoarvity branch- Uatdl 12920, T was 9

constable. In 1991/92 I was a sergeant and from 1993

I've peoeone a warrant-officer. At that time I was

alsc a section leader for a particular area because we

411 Ll Ty L

vioLal ol L ibwde el EE
gl
Since April 1985 vyou'wa been with +rhe =security
branch. What different structures or units existed
within the security branch. .- Do yeuw vefer to
S LitAL Ll il
ST - W Diad Sload wielAsio, oo Wil o wids

a menber, and then we were divided into area and each
member was responsible for an area. We had
administrative gtaff. There was also a technical unit

and at a later stage from about 1990 there was also an

intelligence branch. There were sub-sections such as
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the bomb-disposal unit of which I had been a member.

t:; I was trained in 1990 as a bomb operative. There was
also a VIP unit for the protection of important
persons but I was not a member of that. And that's as
far as I can remember at this time.

Okay. Mr Brooks, which sections did you work in?
/MR _LAX:

MR LAX: Sorry, before you go there just briefly tell

us what these areas were that each - you said your
unit was divided up into different areas - "gebiede".
--- This has changed - or it changed a lot. In the

beginning there were two area. The city section, that

would have been Pietermaritzburg, Edendale and Imbal..

I Sercoiad Jhw g

Trvae A e Teyialk o Opamman g, (7 e rdawyn, Famear s a1 s
Richrmmd =5d such pleacesk TmTEDEaE was changsd again

where the outside qgroup was chanaged into two groups.
One Jdzalt with Impendle, Howick nd Bulwer which was 2
questlon mark. Sometimes we worked in that, sometimss

:@ Lot Cliteciedan g alin. Thal  Wewowo DMEATE D Laan Lia. oo
R, Sk B T o FEVRAS SRR L Lon i

with Bichmond, Hammarsdales, Camperdown and T=kl=

Mountain.

MR GCOVENDER: T=211l us, Mr Brooks, which sectiong -1id
U4 WL L - PPpeas Ll St lan T N

. Larul Woood i Aareea Cotanimd Viwraiddie S Jisioa .
{Through Interpreter) I was a field workser as a

constable in that area. With my promotion to warrant-
officer I became a section leader of which I was in
charge of Impendle, Howick, Vulindlela, Impendle,

Boston and partly the Bulwer area.
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What vyear was this that vyou became section

(B leader, Mr Brooks? --- That would have been the
year in which I became warrant-officer. I think that
would have been 1993.

You worked also, you said, in the bomb-disposal
unit. - That 1s correct.

When was that, Mr Brooks? - I took the
course /in August
in August of 1990 and then, well, I still am
indirectly a member cof the bomb-disposal unit.

In 1990 you say you were the bomb-disposal unit.

- - I was trained in 1990 and then automatically I

becams a wmember of the bomb unit, y=s.

A - :
e meroesr i e e AR | e 1989 e ety T
recsired tle rralring - Aungust oof 1529
MR LAX: August 189, --- Dis korrek.
Sovyy, wan Lojust clarify sipsthing ferc. Ther

isn't a specific bomb unit. You'r: trained o34 cowws-

,;} RO T OOV UREE 1 S SR SR UTS BAr s S 2 S U OV SR U
RN . - L PER N . Lo am

instancs +“hat  Adealt wit bombz v~ guys  wonld et
nstann = i ey !

called - those of you with specific training will get
calied teo Jdo that work. --- {Speakiny Eagrisih

2 SR ST
CLSU e W dudd' T L. wihLorveniiaon, S

confused.

Ja.
MR_GOVENDER: The periced, sorry, from 1989 to '90 you
say you were in this capacity trained? -—- No,

that's not correct. From '89 until now.
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Until now? -——- Ja.

Okay. So you're still called upon up to today to
do work in bomb-disposal situations? --- That's
correct.

I see. The expertise as a bomb-disposal expert,
wag that available to the rest of the SAP or just to
the special security forces - security branch? ---
(Through Interpreter) Only to the security branch at

/that
that time. Only security branch people could bhe
trained and also the task force which was a
specialized unit. I was also trained with people from

d orhis

Scuth-West Arrvica put moest of the
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okl n O LA =1 AN Ll o e e T L r 3 ) 1
Yok nesdod to e dlemoged?  Were oo cavviTas oo T

upon or was there a separate unit ~r personnal for

chan as Lortunate T uz yad o &
LIooany Lol Hormally we would viszit scenes
ek X Uodecteess Ll S

T naver Aiepcoz=d of  homb.

The training that you had in bomb disposal, what
Aid that ‘neluder  What were you tralaed to do? S
Sradiniies ow

1

L2 Shhelhie Tl cukio Talal Lo PRI

,,
\
b
'
!
i

explosives and how they work. During the third wsek
we would have had at Maloeskop we would have had
practical training. Then in the fourth and £fifth
weeks you would have received training with regard to

the destruction and disposal of explosives. You'd
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return in your sixth week to Maloeskop for practical
C} and in the seventh week you'd return for a variety of
explosive devices and conventional explosive devices
and how to dispose of them.

Would this include identification of different
gources of bombs and weapons? - That is the
case. The identification of explosives including both
locally and foreign manufactured devices.

/This

This included, Mxr Brooks, also guns and

anmunition also in that training. The identification,

the use of and so forth. -—- No, 1t would not have

included Zirzarms.

S AL el M or ammmmmstrsnrmwiesgl s a2l s 1l fferene

tveaes of weapons and the use of them and the maks and

cheroonigind - Cowmeouddntsoaay thoar Donad v v
8 2, but I oula prchbably identlf the Lavger
E ; PER S R N 3 . - N e N A
A
v e [ 1Y - 1 L AR,
T~ e o 3 Tr v 1 _ 3 - ~ R
the memheys in ouy nits in your ion,

The group leader who would have been in ~ommand of the

: - et A e S — o 1. R N, o JE T,

zrbire outside vea who would have Lo hian JapTain
SNSRI LIS ‘ T ZESEIS R ] Lo - . .

U S N S Y R O S

by now, a Sergeant Potgileter and then thsrz was a now
Sergeant Ndlovu and a temporary member, a special,
with the name of Shabangu. There might be one oxr two
other persons but that would have been the core of the

squad.
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The persons Potgieter you mentioned, is he a
ifg black man? Sergeant Potgieter? - {Speaking

English) He's not a pure black. His father was a
coloured but his mother was a black.

I see. You were a leader of this group? -
I won't say I was a leader. I was Ijust a section
leader to see that the admin and the work function
gets done.

And you say Holzhausen was the leader of this
group . Is that correct? - - He was our section

/commander .

commandsr.

D ahe S PR T R - e e RPN Ry -3
S=otion commander . And you wers l-=sader of the
o L
- 5 > o
P e e g ETE i | oy o i1 i
crvrmes toand o #on : R G H IV 75 ce R Coyoe

Captaln 2otha, would have besn in command < f the other

U . Sndowes wIuion Loave tun these grooaps and

WO L

3enen to Lbothat the woric actuasly, Jotb dolo
CL . e i . L T SR .
b e e ian L ada i - i
Te thar what vyeou'we zaving? - Thas o what I'm
gayina.
oo we vocharae of - vow we oo
T ¢ [N JT
------- B o~ -

9
1

leader. 1I'll say it's a field work leaderx.

Field work leader. - Ja.

Okay. And this group - your group - worked in
the areas that you've mentioned to us? --- That is

correct.
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MR IAX: Before you go on. If we could just - you've

CB said that there were two groups. Captain Holzhausen
was head of the two sections that fell under that
group. Do I understand that correctly? - That
is correct. Let me just explain. Initially we were
two groups within a single section but because there
were then four warrant-officers these groups were
increased to four groups. Three of four, I cannot
quite remember due to the elapse of time since.

So there were originally two groups under one

/section

section and then it was expanded to three or four

groups? - - Thav is the cass.
‘ R
- .

g - mTnan T Hlefle) o pyeat

[ + 158 Al i = I
amaller Tngtead ~f bt arsas we now had thres o
I N it

Sust hriefly R S The name of | ENEES

d} O T N O SO L T U D Clie il L

i B L : E o R ~ il [
That would have basp ~omacns whoe's sines VT-f- the
force and his name I1s Dion Ratha,

Mot he dodne LW - - - T'n not - 1Y

i ! - ol

Tcngaat.

Okay. Now, who fell under his unit? ---

Inspector Landman, Sergeant Kwamanda, Sergeant Russel
Dludla, Sergeant Ernst ThOle.

Sorry, just say that name again? --- Ernest
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Thdle. (Speaking English) 1I'll spell it for you.
Please. -—- T-H-O-L-E, with
(intervention)
Okay, with an umlaut. --- Umlaut on the 0.
MAINLY INAUDIBLE DISCUSSION ENSUES WITH REGARD _TO

SIMULTANEOUS TRANSLATION APPARATUS

MR TLAX: So you were saying Ernest ThOle. Wat was sy
rang asseblief? --- His rank was sergeant. Then

there was a Sergeant Mabaso who has since deceased.
Inspector B 1 Zondi. There might have been more than

that but I cannot remember beyond that.

Nee, ek verstaan. U kan seker nie alles onthou
EERNONN S A = ! !
Tyl owapre ol SRR Y S "epeaking oot

Ve Aid hmaloo Vs oy SR TS e That's )
»f  information whish vrelndesg violence - /R S N
Lous HERE chat vovn il Ths AN/ IEP TiinLLieT
lost o B Sime = Lot Lol oyath=oong ii
PRI B B S T5 STEY . . T iy w eiiviw S [ .
A SRR B N ) PR
cnd Impendls ~reas

.

So vour Task as 3 gronp was to gather infovmarion
snly I E vhat tlre aaying? - ~
- Cur work was to gain intelligence information.
Now, if one discussed intelligence you have
informants. You had to recruit informants to get
information about what was going on in the areas.

That would have been our key source of information.

J J BROOKS
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The use of informants would have been the key source
CE of information. And it's still the case. OQur key
task remains to gain informants for give us such
information.
Did these informants include askaris also? ---
I wouldn't say that I never worked with askaris but in
my group I never had askaris.
Do you know what askaris are? --- I do know
what askaris are.

And then did your unit rely on askaris to gather

infeormation? - Our unit never used askarils to

gather informaticn.

Who did veuw rely on masnly for informacion
w1
e ! W Ty e T
7=11 e ey 0 phieh g
£ the  pormd! no Ald e ! : Targely A
LDonmation s 1 an i, Coor o oui 11
Wooalldoonav L P2 U A O S R SDoCcours
) ‘ Lub ik Lo et e S YO PN I FRNGRE EONT “ [ Iew o
. . 1 y - el .

tae oo iimant ours -

o
@)
¢
[
rh
o
o]

.- - That would have been ons o wctions, 5
And the informants, did they come from mainly one
group or from both the groups or from where? -

We recruited informants across the spectrum which

included ANC as well as IFP.
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And did you have more informers within the ANC
C> camp or within the IFP camp would you say? --- I
would say that wuntil 1989 that would have been the
case. Subsequently the numbers balanced out.
Balanced out. You're saying you in fact had an
equal sort of number of informants from both the
sections? --- That is in later years.

Now, amongst the IFP people, what type of people

did you use as informants? - We Jjust used
people. What kind of person - there were just normal
peopla.

What kind of people? Any special type of pecple

ald oyou use? --- No, we aid onon ues speclial kinds

Temat i

3 - _ e - rf: - - -k 1
s with 3 hi oy f v 3 rmal ,
sl Ueer
ooy beetp L P . - - 1
Q - w diisy R eI iy il
I - - ;g e
Vo1 zaid peorls corving fn o oormitfesn. What tomo
~f ~omaittesg ware these? - Talking =about
TR, IS B e ; VA
- o
Structures of what? Thea IFP? - - Az well as
the ANC.
As well as the ANC? --- That is correct.

Now, did your work - you said the areas that you

were involved in and you've mentioned that you were



CRB/33230 14 November 1996 ~-15- J J BROOKS

partly involved in .the Bulwer area, 1is that right?
C} --- That's correct.

Where were vyou based while working in this
endeavour? Were you based in 'Maritzburg or did you
have some offices in the different areas? ---
(Speaking English) Our offices - I knew this question
was going to come up. (Through Interpreter) Our
offices were in Pietermaritzburg because Bulwer was so
far away from us - 120 kilometres. We couldn't drive
there every day and we therefore leaged a house and we

.

paid for it out of our own pockets. This we did with

T

the approval of our branch commander. We rented a
JhUBe,  nonoa ferm o tne Bulwel area o Delwsen Bulwel
".

T et T N A [ R M ) e e DT
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hivte o F the pame o F v Fasr sl ehieys TT T e 0 ey
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Thzoribe thiz hoose booun Mas iv s bl houes
a1l one? c- - Teowas mn o old vegaa Tibs A i
P vl
;
o~ e - e RO : [
ie? --- I have ewplained we were shtationed - a1l

our documents, paperwork, etcetera, was at the office.
We used that place as an overnight stop where we
slept.

You slept in that place, did you? --- That's
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correct.

That's all you did there? -~ That's all we
did there.

You didn't use that to do any of your work? ---
No, we never used it for that reason. If we had work

to do, we did that at the police station in Rulwer.

Now, do you know Sergeant Makai? -—— Yes, T
do.

Who is he? --- He's a member who is a field
worker in the metropolitan area. He never worked in

~ur outside section.

Was he not part of your unit? --- No, he was

nevaer nowank2r of my seotion.,

Ml q -

was che reason.

In your work as such you said that vyou were
monitoring the conflict between the ANC and the IFP.
You were monitoring the conflict of the ANC and the

IFP in that area. Now, as a member of the security
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branch, you and your team were responsible for the
(f} security of the State. 1Is that correct? --- Yes.

And the monitoring or investigating of that
conflict, did it entail a recognition of who the enemy
was to the State? (8ide A ends) (Side B commences)
--- We didn't investigate any enemy. We simply
investigated the crime, the political crime, happening
at the time. Those were investigated.

Okay, let me put it to you this way. How did the

conflict between the ANC and the IFP threaten the

security of the State if it did? --- It's
) difficult to answer that. I can't say what the actual
STl uT o WA, CHATRMAN: Sz I just Lnberiupl vrre s

B .

T ok -
. - A A A {ed, g -
RPNy s U i -

=1 orinte oA whn - £
Lo,
[AE , UALCL L. Lol B ,

/ o Lo ot d -y
o e T A S M lw2d not -0l SUNEHIEa bRl ole SENEEas of MELID Wakl
Tmm b ety JR TEP anAd ] e Tt Pesien s SRl I~
1
cf the naticnal state security managsment system in
supporting organisations which supported the

government and in suppressing organisations which were
opposed to the government. And that's - I don't want

your opinion on that. I mean, that is a fact that's
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been accepted by the courts in this country. I don't
C} want you to be coy with us. You know, we can spend
hours debating things about what the threat was to the
State but we know about the national state security
management system, we know about the JMCsg, we know
about Stratcom projects which were specifically
developed to support organisationsg, for example, the
landowners' committee and trust feeds was a Stratcom
project developed by the security branch in Greytown
in order to create an IFP presence in that arsa - New

Hanover/Greytown - 1in order to drive the UDF out.

Okay, that was in those days. Do you have anything to

cay  aideat Thac sori of o approach o gsrerasly of
3 & =] -
3
3 [2 i T . 1A
+ H + /'17“ - 1 T al =
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e
~amb e E et e in Wi ~h k! ~d A haAd e Bl
Flny T 1 Fvmm  Wierk s ¥ o~ + - ~ ~ =
1 : ~ P =
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Ty Yo a7 = - vy r - a 4 . -~ - Je
1985 onwards with the emergency ragulaticns whers tha

majority of people involved were UDF people, people
whom we arrested and I never killed anybody. I never
murdered anybody or attempted to murder anybody. I

was never involved in that.
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MR_GOVENDER : Were you ever involved in the planning
‘i? and execution of - the killing of people and burning
of houses? --- No, I was never involved in those
things.
Were you ever involved in resourcing such
operations? -~ I was never involved in any murder
or arson involving houses, nothing like that.

What do vyou know about an incident that took

place in Bulwer, the place I mentioned to vyou
Egcumeni. where a rondavel was set alight and the
people w=rae shot in there? What do vyou know abont
that incident? --- There were many cases of hcuses
be i ! . AN L Egeoumeii, &3 Ll
- , -
. e 1 A " e

cath.

And that you're obliged to tell the truth? ---
I'm obliged ... (incomplete)

So you know nothing of that incident? --- If

it was planned by me or my members with me, I don't
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know about it.

{39 CHAIRMAN: So if there are sworn statements that have
been made by members of the security branch which say
that you were involved in the planning of the killing
of people in this area Egcumeni that you didn't attend
the scene, that vyou attended the scene after the
event, that you removed certain incriminating
evidence, are you saying that you know nothing about
it? --- (Through Interpreter) I have no knowledge

of any such things.

Then the people who've made those afs~ements
:% under cath ars lying? --- Yes, that is what [ say.
2y WELa Liiog the truth
. [ . o
! = B )= I g
oA ° S RIS ! G
jene, 1, et
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Eah i ™ Al -~ -
Srorg A c Soehisfa oand indoanae ba Sl
CHATIRMAN : T2t the witness answer the guasticn,
please. --- Whilst we're dealing with the Bulwer
igsue. I was the section leader. I was never a field
worker as such in Bulwer. My people, Philip Bester,

Pottie Potgieter and Ndlovu, they worked there most of
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the time. I had other areas to look after as well in

the Howick area so I couldn't Jjust stay there.

Perhaps I slept on that farm for about three nights.
If we look at the other area Vulindlela, I know all
the chiefs and I know all the indunas because they
were community leaders and I had contact with them.

MR__GOVENDER: And how often did you meet them? -—-

As soon as a problem arose in a particular area, I

tried to visit them and I tried to do it regularly but

as the unrest increagsed I gsaw less and less of them
and once conflict arose in an area T would then 1ve-
contact tham.
ow, Sl Uihirme  [RD oo ANC it 1 ~
-1 ‘ e B e T
b N f{.‘ i Py
5 i Hl\k N

Do you know David Ntombela an IFP leader? ---
Yes, I know him well.
How well do you know him? --- I know him

reasonably well.
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Did you have meetings with him in the '80s, late
'80s, '90s. -—- Yes, I had meetings with him. For
instance, I would meet him at his house but also at
his office.

What were these meetings about? --- Mostly it
dealt with the c¢ircumstances and problems in these
areas because he was the leader of the Vulindlela area
and that's why I visited him. I had to find out what
his version of the events was.

What were the problems in the area? --- Well,

q

wa'yra talking akent the gevean-day war, all the bus

boycotts which tock place, the schcol boycotts
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with whem T had to have <Zontact.

Because he was the leader of the
(intervention) - Yes, because he was the leader
of the area. I also spoke to his indunas. I spoke to

councillors as well.
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Did you speak to the UDF/ANC leaders in regard to

‘f% this conflict? --- I did.

Who did you speak to? - I tried to make
appointments with Caleb Magupa, Zokheshwa who stayed
in Taylor's Halt, but I must add that at the time they
didn't really want to talk to us. Before 1987 at
Taylor's Halt there was a lot of unrest and I tried to
speak to UDF vyouths. I spoke to Zokheshwa's youth

members and I established a forum to try and combat

crime. So, v=s, T did speak to the oprosition as
well.

Who 1s thz ANT lzader in this area - <onflict

2 5 - Lot 1 Ntaon - -

4

branch polizeman, T simply cculdn't trace leaders.
Today it's

/a different
a different story. Today it's much better.

That's exactly the point, Mr Brooks. As a
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security branch member you should be in a position to

(t} be able to trace leaders. That was part of your work.
You were investigating these people, weren't vyou?
-— That's correct, it is my work, but if a leader
doesn't come to the fore then I will search forever
and wouldn't find him. I could never track down a
leader to speak to because everyone would always just
deny that they were a leader. I said I spoke to Caleb
Magubane and Zokheshwa who were the leaders in that
area during the unrsst.

Why A=z ven think that thev would deny they ware

leadere L the area, Mr Brocks? - - Well, I think
Lafore 17 Loty = oDt
- - - |
, —
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Sorry, ~an T Just intervene hare for a minutz,
Mr Govender. Sorry, Captain, I don't know who you
think /we are

we are or how we're thinking but, really, I find the

sort of implication in what vyou're saying really
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ridiculous, if I can be absolutely frank with vyou.
(ia During the '80s and '86 and so on, the states of
emergency, you've told us the majority of people you
detained under the emergency were UDF people - ANC
people. So it's pretty clear that the contact you

would have had with those people would have been in

the context of arresting them, putting them in
detention under the emergency. Is that right? ---
T just want to ... {intervention)

Before ycu go on, is that right or isn't it? Yes

oY no? --- What T =3id1 1= fthe majority of the

people wers UDF mambers but then I want to add that

0
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The simply issue though is that at the and of the
day people detained under the emergency regulations,
the vast majority of them, in fact something like 90

per

/cent,
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cent, were UDF or ANC people. --- Yes, I agree.
I'm not disputing that.

And so it comes as no surprise that those people
would be reluctant to have anything to do with you in
your capacity as a security branch person. Isn't that

obvious? --- I must reiterate, the security branch
people did not arrest the majority of those people.
The ABS arrested a lot of those people. It's logical

they were channelled through our office and they would

have been afraid of us.
Can T Jjust =av something? Tha peopls would not
have distinguished hetwesn you as ths security branch
¢ " - T LR ) -1 e
1 w3 S T hl - .
' D
' T- -
P I - . LAl g s ~ t - R R S RN
L 3 - .
e - - - maTe t T e ey
N R . - : I
“hat time. Se, T mean, if you'ra coing to deny 1ir
now, frankly, I think you're being disingenuous. ---
(Speaking English) I'm not denying it. (Through
Interpreter) I'm not denying this. I'm not

disputing it. You have to understand that there were

J J BROOKS
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the superiors and the bosses. I never

/even
even met my Commissioner because I don't know what he
said. I just did my jéb, my daily task and I said
that I spoke to the IFP people. So I'm not denying
that.

I'm not saying that you purposefully went out
there to support the IFP or not to support the IFP but
the thrust of the work of the Scuth African Police at
that time was to do that and the fasks you would have

heen given, vou may not even hiave heen aware that you

e - —~o P S - - b ey T sy am e S ey beds .
vera keirg usad to fuliil a portlicular wotive but lt's
T e R P I P CEINE R R
- sy ol e R 2 S RS

r 1 ~ 1 o [ | P . “

in, in that schemes ~f things, would be t2> =zupply arms
and ammunitions to IFP leaders? --- I stated that
before, I never supplied arms or ammunition or
anything to any IFP person. That goes also for the

ANC and the UDF.
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Sergeant Vorster, was he a superior at that time?
KB --- (Speaking English) I don't know a Sergeant
/Vorster.
Vorster. I know a Colonel Vorster.
Colonel Vorster, who may have been a sergeant at
that time. - No, he's never been a sergeant. He

came to us as an officer.

Is he your superior? --- He was my superior,
ja.

And  information has 1t that y-u and Vorster
aupplied arms to David Ntcmbela, S Toorantt o tallk
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Yow ~<fren have vou hesen to that £3rm? - -
I'll say in my whole time, I've been there about ten
times.

Who was the commander on that farm? --- We

didn't have a commander at the farm because there was
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nobody - we only had like a person guarding the house
(33 and when people needed the house, they went to the
house and when we had functions and people came over,
the
/house
house was available for them.
Was there no section of the security force
stationed on that farm? --- Nobody was stationed
there.

Nobody was stationed there. --- Mo

niA are zection ~r o unit of the security branch
[z
e corxrate from o that farm? - il cEratoedl foom

Y= - - No, T Aen't know. T know it's an
0ld man. He lives in - he used to live in Oribi Road.
I don't know his name.

But you said the security branch made use of this

farm. Who in the security branch leased this farm, do
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you know? -—- It was done by our officers, the top
‘23 officers those days. I think it was - in charge those

days was Brigadier Buchner or somebody, 1if I'm

correct.

And what was the farm used for? - Well,
it's difficult for me to say. I never had a say in
that farm /but what

but what I used it for was to debrief sources (Through

Interpreter) to speak to informers because it was a

-

i

afz place. To mest them in town would e unsaf=.

also went there to attend seminars and we got together

ittt sl el A wnriiars, Weo oo 1A alasc afreoynrds oo

would have made perfect sense. You don't want vour -
if I was in their shoes and I had a whole lot of
informerg, I wouldn't want them to be seen in town. I
would do it somewhere else. It's perfectly

conceivable and logical to do that. I think let's try
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and focus on some of the other issues. If I could
just come in here? Obviously this farm would have
been used for questioning people as well, not just
debriefing sources. I mean, if you wanted to take

gsomeone - you didn't want anyone to know you were

questioning somebody, vyou'd take him to a place like

that farm. --- I never questioned anybody on

/that
that farm. Perhaps some of the others did but I never
interrogatad anyvhedy there. The cnly pera-nn that I

went there with and I slept there with one night was

Troedyel T Tilaltans whn was  involoed in Teeecos e Velooos
- r ~ bie 21 y 1 o
o =1 = ER RSt D 1 1~ N
n -~ .1
X e 1= -
g 3
3
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any time? --- The Hopeville farm?
1 LA v - T
of us, no. Perhaps he could have b=2en +thers that

night when I was there with Sikakane. He might have
been there. I can't recall. It's possible. I know
that he did visit the farm.

Did you and Colonel Vorster on the farm meet with
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David Ntowbela. -—- No, I never met him there.

Did any of the IFP leaders in the area frequent
that farm? -—- No, not as far as I was aware.

And there were no ammunitions gi%pn to David
Ntombela on that farm ... (intervention) ---
Never.

in your presence? -—= Not in my presence.
I'm not aware of that.
/Captain

Captain Rrooks, what do vyou  know ahocut  the

killing of the Khuzwayo family in Taylor's Halt? It's

Fhaawn Fooedl moaes -~ - Thers ~res mans Vhazprao
T <! ' Ta rhoar !
0 1 S
1 s r 1 .
Ao eI Z

MR _TLAX: Sorry, Mr Govender. You worked with a man
“now his initials was J T. Hanki= Pieterse, that's
his name. That's what they «c¢all him - Hankie
Pieterse.

At what state - well, firstly, was he with you in

the gecurity branch? -—- (Through Interpreter)
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That is correct. I just want to explain where he fits
into the story. Before 1993, when I was promoted, he
was the former commanding officer. Superintendent
Holzhausen took over from him as group commanding
officer.

So he was your previous commander? - That's
correct.

And he had the rank of colonel at that time?

--- No, he had the rank of major.

Nkay. Whatt was he involved with 1In terms <f lhis
/work?
ol - e hnod the =ame work. e vy the e
RSy R - R ot Eal Ek. [ 1.3
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looking for information. --- We never co-operated
1 o= 4

wanta2d tc To and arvast people, wa askad for thair
assistance as protection. We also had a lot cf
meetings with them. If we had identified a problem

area in which unrest could possibly occur, we informed

them of that and arranged for the necessary patrols to
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be undertaken in the area.
CQ Who would have acted as the liaison between the
ISU and your unit? Who would have been the main
channels of communication? --- We had GOCK
meetings. I think the branch commander was at these
meetings. We fed the information to him and he fed it
to the ISU.
and who was that? - We had General Beukes,

Jack Buchner, we had Colonel Buter and we alsoc had

lastly Colonel Tecazrd avd then Major Moclman,

And who would their opposite number in the ISU
bawre hean? . Al fkat Eims it uan foraalim
RS BT e
- 1 54 - R s 1 - ™.
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correct.
Pietevmuvitzburg. It was under Kokstad district. !
worked there and then at times we didn't. As from

last year, October last vyear, officially we do not
operate in the Bulwer area. It falls wunder Port

Shepstone. So most of my time I worked in the
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Vulindlela area - that was when I was a field worker -
(:3 and then when I Dbecame a warrant-officer from 1993
onwards, I also had to work the Impendle/Howick areas.

In your work - information gathering work as a
field workexr, as you call it, did you have reasonably
close contact with the riot investigation unit? -
Yes, we did. We had contact with them. When there
were occurrences we tried to help them with the

gathering of information.

Who  wonld you have worked with theres at tharo
time? --- (Speaking English) Colonel - what was
[B hig noam=? - Urten T AdAn e el yith ki bk s
—T_ AR E
/o
i

A e T e k. A W e a

caex i - B D I ! el S

No, that's okay. I was just interested whether

security branch or that's been working in the police
in Pietermaritzburg? - I'm the only Brookg at
the moment. There was one in 1990 who retired. That
was Jan Brooks. He wasg a warrant-officer.

Where was he basged? --- (Speaking English)
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He was based in the Impendle area. He worked from our
{:9 office but he was responsible for the Impendle area.

So he was also in the security branch? ---
That's correct.

Has he retired just from - due to age or illness?
- (Through Interpreter) Yes, he's old. He must
be about 55 to 60.

Is he related to you? --- (Speaking English)
He is by very far.

A digtant relariveo? - Ja.

Not yeur uncle or ycur father or something like

that? R N
Nlar, e R e R St P A Thanke.

M INTRENDTT . Mape b on b T m b T~ mrmay beregr om0 Shoc i ke

e Te e . [P - i e ey . .

Yes. . - Yes, I think I know him if were

T 1 1 1
say he was a leader. I'm not actually sure quite what
position he held but he was one of the IFP - not

actually a leader. I think he lived in the Deta are
in Taylor's Halt.

You're saying he's not a leader. What was he?
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- I don't know. I must be honest, I don't know.
{) He wasn't a leader. Maybe he was a councillor. I
can't actually answer that question.
MR LAX: He was a leading person. --- (Speaking

English) He was a leading person, ja.

A member of the IFP? --- A member of the IFP.

Do you know a Vusi Khumaloc? -—- (Through
Interpreter) Maybe I know him but... (incomplete)

A member of the IFP? -- = From where is he, if
I may ask.

From Sweetwaters? --- Yes. Yes, I know him.

Yoy browr ham, - - Fala d=aad n-y,
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As I've sald, I wouldn't have daily contact with

Since these were very large svreas with 40 black living
areas 1in that, to wvisit such a person once a month of
more regularly if there were problemg, that would have
been the case.

In your investigation of the Kheswa incident in
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Taylor's Halt did the name of Shezi come up as a
possible suspect? --- I cannot remember but the
information available to us at that time was that he
might have been involved in some of the attacks. So
it's entirely ©possible that he wmight have been
involved in the Kheswa attack. His name was mentioned
in our investigation, yes.

And did you interview him as a .result of that?

-—- Herhaal die ... (intervention)

Did vou interview him erause of his possible
involvement 1in  this incidsnt? - We nevaer
interviawed peopla. The ipfeormarion whicrh we pageed

1a - A P M~
rrrrr - [ = A 7 . ] ' b S me
/ey
SRR La P S S
want to go back a little bit. There's one thing we

- - ¢ N '
context. The ons area you havan't szpcken about ar=
the guys who were working on the city group. Who were
those people? - The city group consgisted - but

it's rather confusing because this is a number of

years ago. If you could indicate the years in which

gy s TS Tk
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you're interested, I could give you the names.

CB Let's talk about the first phase when you were
involved which was - you said you moved - you joined
in 1983. You joined permanently in 1985, --- Do
you want me to start from '85. During the first
period the city had a Captain wvan Mollendorf, a
Captain Moon (Speaking English) they were the two
officers in charge (Through Interpreter) in addition

we had Graham Brandt, Warrant-Officer BRBrandt, Stewart

Cartwright, Nicky van dey Vesthulzen (Speakirg
English) he's rcw  (Zaptain Ve he! der  V=sthuilzen.
‘;3 Trnepentor Jwara alsn worked fhers, Veta vetirsed now.
T )y Ty + - + - + - = =
I I Vo T o R Y R RIS s Aqzatle
s
RPN e q - / 1
) . C e,
Cilag fnd T Loz ER Ll IR S
e Loadad, Ll - - . - y
themselves.
— i N — [aant ~ 1
Tnterpratar) At that £im2 in ©2%% we had tws groups
working outside  of the shiReh ) One  was the
Imbali/Edendale section and the other dealt with the

outskirts of Pietermaritzburg as I've mentioned it

already. And there (Speaking English) Captain
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Pieterse was 1in charge of the outskirts and Vosloo -
<i§ no, it wasn't Vosloo - Captain Nel. (Through
Interpreter) Captain Nel was in command of the
Imbali/Edendale area. (Speaking English) Inspector
Waber, Makai - Sergeant Makail worked there. Patrick
Pedlar worked there. He's not in the force any more.

Captain Vusl Mbele. Tony Lochner is dead - he died.

And there was a Lamprecht. He also died. Okay,
that's - Corrie van der Westhuizen het Imbali gewerk.
[Thyrounh  Intevpreter) He's 1200 7he Toveoa oag oy

~cnatable.

Tz  rhis - one, ~lay that'a ok ran der

R Sy, SN LT ey,

for the (Through Interpreter) for the outskirts. He
N ™ - 0 i 1
2re hig zubordinates
Okay. Where's Vogloo now? --- !Speaking

English) He's station commission, Mpumalanga.
Still working with internal security? --- No,

he's station commissioner ... (intervention)
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So he's actually ... (incomplete) ~--
i? station commander at Mpumalanga.

So he's moved? --- That's right.

Okay. Shall we stop now and then carry on at
two? Okay. I think it's a good time to take a break,
have scme lunch and we'll start again at 2 o'clock.
CHAIRMAN: You will remain under oath. We'll be back
here - start at 2 o'clock.

LONG ADJOURNMENT

'9 . e PP [ S SR e e Lo e 2y,
. o Ve - L. .
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Nyanga, N-Y-A-N-G-A. - - Was the gsurname
R .
THATIRMAN - Kwamanda and Nyanaa.
MR_LAX: No, it wasn't Kwamanda and Nyanga.
CHAIRMAN: Ch, sorry, sorry. He wasn't Nyanga. He
was ... (intervention)

MR _LAX: It's one person. We're getting confused
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here. You know that an nyanga is? It's a
(intervention) --- Ja, it's a ... (incomplete)

It's a herbalist. -—- A herbalist, yes.

A person who provides muti and so on. --- I
recall that incident but there was more people killed
in that incident as well. I think his son or children
were killed.

MR GOVENDER: You remember that 1incident? - -

Yes, I remember.

Tleve s priegent when thiag inoidoet ool pplsoa?
- ‘Through Interpreter) T was not nregsnt .

Yes .  Tid o investigats thia? .- "Srealking
ISR IS AR Voo T o AiA, T oactin1 s had s feem STy s
Taib, et st T V=] Feym N -

;s
SN RN A 1 1o
investigate it. There were rumours that there might
- ~>'( -~ 1 + Es -

e recsived  dintaellivence but WE e s unalla oo

directly indicate who would have been responsible for
the incident.
Was Vusi Khumalo questioned about this incident,

do you know? --- I don't know but I do think he

[ cremensmnn e
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had been questioned, yes.

Tell me something when you say you investigated

this, you investigated from the security branch areas
that would be within vyour jurisdiction. Is that
correct? -—- That is correct.

And who then takes over? The ordinary CIDs, is

that correct? --- (Speaking English) We don't
investigate the case such. (Through Interpreter) We
investigate only the intelligence compcnent. We try
ard mos owhorhey oy can gailn informatrion winl ol o -
assist the investigative officer carrying the Jdeslket,
N And  the circumstancsg under whi~sh  rhis
e ER T ~ theas rasn’ e 2re 1T
e A - 1 ST N e f
1 1 [ 1 o
L - = - - - ! \.I - S e e - =i
- : - - AJL - ; - . .
apart from the fact that Vusi Khumalo was involwved?
T3
And o o vourself wversonally Adidn't oriescion

on this? ---

That would not have been my task -

—~
"

interrogate him. That would have been the task of the

detectives carrying the docket. We only gave them the

information we were able to get hold of.
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And from your point of view, the security branch
point of view, did you gain any information that was

useful to you? --- I wouldn't say useful. We did
suspect Vusi Khumalo because he had a problem with the

old man Kwamanda. According to my point of view there

was no other suspect other than Vusi Khumalo.

Now, information has 1t that you had prior
knowledge of this incident that was going to take
place. What do you say to that? --- I had no

cicy vrnowlcd7: of she fact that this honss -3
attacked. We  suspscted that rctha honge o130 e
attacked hecnnase of threatg that wsre mads s T owyae

SE o mma Shar o n rsysdioyglar niqaht thore AR
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supportad or were inclined tocwards the ANC and this
= - Il
i SOVEITTLL That ~i=ar! ool irioall
motivated killing, is that right? - - T would
believe so, vyes.

And vyour suspicions were that it was an IFP
initiative involving Vusi Khumalo? --- I would

J J BROOKS
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believe so, ves.

Do you know what Dbecame of that investigation?
--- I don't know. I could not answer you in that
regard. I don't know what Thappened to that
investigation.

At the time of the incident, were there rumours

of police involvement in that killing? --- His
family member, Sergeant Kwamanda, came with
allegations that there were police involvement. He
Taimed o Moo had o a face an whicol the mardars oo
clannsd bt ke navery made this recordinge avallakle
tha  appr-r-ria-a dnvegtigative ~fficars) T oreald
Trdues whar shaees ornlAd bave heesn rnltos dptalooemoan e
frr et ] ! e T
' ~ T - . a
e B - Sl e -
el Al Gl e i, , . -
nade claims T don't know.
- [
vetser oAt o atieh Indicarions
No indications at all? --- M~
Where 1is this sergeant now? ~-- He still

works with me.

He's still a sergeant, isn't he? -—- He 1is a
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sergeant.
CB Can you give us his name? --- It's Philip
Kwamanda.
So you don't know whether this investigation has
been concluded or not? -- I believe the case must
still be open because I don't think suspects were ever
taken to court. So it would be my view that this

continues to be investigated.

Do you know of the killing of Chief Maphumulo at

A B R et S R Lt = atoh R B T Yo F
Cla A1 TAe g -~
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7z And wbhar suaniodiope weie abhonbt o atb thatov
~F A I oty -3 memmitted shae 917 N
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him at all.
You haven't met him? - I've never met him.
Who is Sergeant van Tonder? --- It would have

been one of my colleagues who is now Inspector van
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Tonder, Freddie van Tonder.

He was a colleague in the unit at the time of
Maphumulo's killing, as that right? -—= Yes. He
worked in the city section. We never worked together
- with each other.

And Warrant-Qfficer Waber? -~ Rolf Waber.
(Speaking English) I also never worked with him.

He's also part of the city section.

He's part cf the <ity section? - - City
Dyt =~ Ealal] ! arm 117 R T lemewy bam =11
ﬂ. e’
DA sy meress Doamas ey 8 Qapgaant can TonA
~n Tyt gt LR E D ey O e Sl sremant e i, EE
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right? -- - I did give testimony at ths inguest.
L
far o oaa T van vamembeao Towams ackad whetleas T s

involvad in the incident cr what my invelvement wounld
have been but this is some years ago. I did appear in
the Supreme Court, vyes.

Now, what was the nature of vyour alleged

fasevas
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involvement in this incident? - I cannot exactly
(“3 remember but I can say that they suspected that I was
involved in the murder on Chief Maphumulo.
That actual murder itself? -—- I would
believe so, yes.
And the other people, Sergeant wvan Tonder and
Warrant-Officer Waber, was it also alleged that they
were involved in this killing? -—- That would also

be my belief, ves.
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I just don't know.

So were you not involved in any conspiracy to
kill Chief Maphumulo? - Not at all.

Were you not involved in any conspiracy with Van
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Tondexr, Waber and Sipho Mdladla? --- Not at all.

We worked in two different areas and his priorities
and my priorities would have differed.

And were you not involved in the offer of RS
000,00 for that services to Sipho Mdladla for the
killing of Chief Maphumulc? - - I made no offer of
money or of any other kind to anyone.

You're quite sure about that? - I'm 100 per

cent certain.
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not investigate that case nor did I do any questioning
with regard to that. I simply took in what happened
at the incident and reported it.

Did you ever hear of the name Luthuli associated
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with this killing? --- No, I could not say whether
C? Luthuli was involved in this incident or not, nor did
I hear from anyone whether he was involved or not.
Do vyou know Luthuli? --- I've heard of
Luthuli but I've never met him.
So you were not involved in any conspiracy with
Waber and Luthuli in the conspiracy of the killing of

this Chief Malaba? -—- No. I was never involved.

It's not my ar=a.
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them? /- -~ I did

- I did visit them in an official capacity but I
never visited with them in a social way. There's

Chief Zondi. That's the late Zabaya (Interpreter:




CRB/33230

C}

14 November 1986 -51- J J BROOKS
Sorry, the interpreter didn't get the name) I never
visited with them socially or had a ... (Side A ends
mid-sentence) (Side B commences - )

The interpreter didn't get the second name of the
chief. --- (Speaking English) The first one is
Nsigayeswa Zondi. The second name was Shayabantu
Zondi. He's deceased. He died. And the third one is
Vulindaba Ngcobo.

So you say you were friendly with these people

A e el g el rhem oo o F 0 et ba i aa
™ =t -~ ek
A that 2ffiscdal bunsiress ool e e Farkhay
N s rfu—a',‘vf. T e e SIS EEE fm ey oy b
SRR S SRR R o Mo, vhe omnavr . e T gseae Diseras Jusan o
2
- [ . 1o -
. Cllgan i , ; Gl P
[ : ;
IFD.
B! { S - 3 B
PR T . . -

/Aand weould
And would vou offer them assistance in their
problems? - No. We would continue with our own

investigation from that information.
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Now, what was the purpose them of ascertaining
what their problems were? --- As I've said, I did
not speak about their personal problems but about
problems in the area. My work would them have been to
gather information about the area to attempt to calm
down the areas such as £for instance school problems.
I could 1list a whole number of problems of that
manner .

Generally what was the nature of *their prcblems
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where there would have been no ANC participation ov
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And in vour efforts as the nentral, in inverted

/commas,
commas, fixer of problems would you them go and

consult the UDF and the ANC people when these problems

e
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were raised by the IFP chiefs? --- As I've already
C% said, we attempted to come into contact with the
opposition. I had meetings with the bus drivers, with
the management of the then bus drivers to try and
solve their problems. I did go to the schools. I did
attempt with regard to the leaders, as I've said
earlier, of their opposition to come in contact with
them. So, for instance, I attémpted to create a forum

in 1987 at the Mvuluna(?) schoecl where T went to the

(ARSI T ihat achoo® So Ewo ! b | 1
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el 313 N Aro -~ e A
T,
Nevie olemevmr ot cemrey Y b e wed s ls Five e d e 4 o
[ § . -~
______ i
o B Ci e, . i , Lo -
N 4 -~ — )
,,,,, , . -
- - o~ - 5 - res -
They never saild that to you? Rie
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lew was fto be neutiral to hsar both gsides 2f the
story.
/Okay.

Okay. Tell me, how - the problems presented to
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you by the chiefs, the IFP chiefs, how did they expect

you to assist them? - They might have had very
high expectations of me which I was not able to fulfil
because of the fact that I was a police person and in
view of the fact that I couldn't choose sides. But
they always had complaints and so on. I could not,
however, address most of their complaints.

Are you saying to us that the security branch in

that cenflict was completely neutra
Tz Moo Gosrendar ., T vhiank bt Sl eesds aai g
- - e 1 1fF ket 1 e oot +
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vouoat Chief Shayzbantu Sondi's house 1o Camcuflags
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Thisf shavabantu to Kwacimba o ao and Tack £or Thiiaf

Mlaba in order to kill Chief Mlaba, is that person
lying? --- (Speaking English) Yes.

/You're
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You're quite sure? --- I'm quite sure.

Tell me, are you going to apply for amnesty for
anything at all over the past 30 years. Do you intend
to apply for amnesty to this Commission? --- Well,
Sir, I don't think I have to because I never committed
any gross violation.

Do you realise that after December 1996, this

year, that there is no more amnesty for any member of

the sacurity feoroce or anybody else for that mattey?
T P, £en
~ 3 - R I e
(Ml Tt ek ) At no time owags T e leewd de
Ty ¥ - 1 T Farga et oy T =1
T
T i s -
..... ,
- . L . B
L - — —~
S . S “p - _
I was 1nvolved with him in annyr of speaking
" IR i
! el et -
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was informed that he wanted to return to South Africa.
I met with him at Oshoek with a number of other

persons. /We brought
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We Dbrought him back to Piletermaritzburg where we
talked with him. We returned him to Swaziland to

assist us as an informant. I cannot remember for how

many months he was involved. Probably not more than
three months. Then we fetched him and from there I
don't know who worked with him after that. We then

passed him on to Colonel Vorster and I think they took
him to Colonel Taylor where I might once, twice or

three timss have gssen him at the car peool cr comethin
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name?
Dion Cele. C-E-L-E, surname. Dion Cele. ---

(Through Interpreter) What would his MK name have
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been? Was dit sy MK naam gewees?
F} /Yes.
Yes. --- And what would his real name have
been?
That's his name. --= I don't know him, no.
You den't know any person by that name? - -
No, I don't.

Do you know of all the operations that Sikakane

was ‘nvelved in in Swaziland? St I do not Tnt
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was going on. - He did keep me up to date on

what was happening in Swaziland with regard to the

ANC, ves.




CRB/33230

14 November 1996 ~58- J J BROOKS

Yes, so everything that happened even though he
would report to Colonel Vorster, you would know about
/that
that also? --- I would believe so, ves.
So you knew everything that was happening? ---
(Speaking Bnglish) In Swaziland?
Well, that the handler ought to have known about
the person he's handling and the operations that he
tall akont

was invelwad  in. - - If  you

T 1 T T

What operations were the askaris conducting 1in
Cpaziland? Vo owrrs his hordlar - fThe
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involved.

Do you know where Sikakane 1s now, presently?

--- He's dead.
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How did he die? --- I believe that from

Eugene de [Kok's trial that he was shot dead
(Interpreter: And /the interpreter
the interpreter could not hear where.)

Sorry, could you say where? The interpreter
didn't hear where. - Greytown.

Greytown. And at the time of his death - do you
remember the time when he was killed? --- I don't

know when he was killed. T hezard from a colleague of

the garage on a particular day - we were talking about

Tilralignas ard Fhern Torcgs el slge Qi alrane A3 oA g 1o

Fe Tl e tlamb o il Tooms A0 03 i bl Tyapalead - T

police garage, where he was handing in a vehicle. I
had a little talk with him and so on.

And when again did vyou meet him? ---
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(Speaking English) That was the last day I saw him

(intervention)
/The last
The last time. ~-- ... was that day.
And prior to that did you meet him after you'd
broken contact with him? - Not zreally, no.
(Speaking English) We worked completely different.

We did our thing and they did something else.

2id you know what e was Invelved  in? -
2 T R TR s TR S

Do you know where he was stationed? - AS
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hWim back ~ we=k later =05 Swaziland,
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think thers was someone e2lse with but I can't rememker
exactly. Tt could have been Makal but I cannot

remember.

——
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This is Sergeant Makai? -—- Sergeant Makai.
CE Do you know a policeman by the name of Mowbray
Nzimande? --- Maybray Nzimande?

/M-0-B-R-A-~Y.

M-0O-W-B-R-A-Y. --- Maybray.

Maybray . - {(Speaking English) Yes, I know
him

Where does he work? --- Where does he work?

Ja, whers 1g he statisned? - He'y pragsantly
soationad EE i D e s R I Ao -2 S S SN SN

peclice station and he's now staticinzsd at murder and
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intelligence and since I was permanently in the ar=a
as one works through the area you would get this sort

of information. It might have been riot unit reports
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and every incident from the internal stability unit,
the ISU, would have been passed through and we would

have had access to all their information as well.

/and do

And do you know of the outcome of the

investigation of this attack on this man-? - - I
couldn't tell you. I don't kuow.

Information has 1t that in fact he has been
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what happened to his wifer? < den' v

krnow. I did not know her.

She was a school teacher? --- At what school,
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if I can ask you?
One near Howick. --- I don't know. I didn't
know her at all.
/She disappeared.
She disappeared. You don't know about that?
- No, I don't know about that.

Carry on, Mr Govender, sorry.

MR _GOVENDER : David Mbatha, do you know him? ---
'SBpresaking English) Ts he an askari?
. - .
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him but I don't know him.

MR LAX: I think the point Mr Lyster's getting to you
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is why was it that the first thing that occurred to
(7
:} you was that he was talking about an askari and you
haven't answered that question vyet. --- I

understand what he's saying but I cannot talk about

it.
Why can't you speak about it? -—- I just
don't
/know
ncw thaose people
T O 1
ob, m're just asking you R vouomnow this
reross aed she fipat secumption oo esles S that hate
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(intervention)

No, no, no. You didn't actually. That came up
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much later "in the questioning of you. The first part
&
:} of the question was, it was put to you, "Do you know

any askaris? Have you worked with any askaris?" in

fact you were asked. You said, "I've never worked
with any askaris. I don't even know any askaris"
That was your answer. "I've had nothing to do with

the askaris", okay, and that's how you put it. ---

(Through
Ik mrrrimm b oo e )
nterpreter)
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may not have known them at the time before they became
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askaris but I was a security branch person and I knew
some people who became askaris subsequently and they
were potential sources of information about areas,
particularly a man like Sikakane, it wouldn't surprise
me that you had subsequent dealings with him? ---
(Through Interpreter) I knew only a single person and
that was Neville Sikakane. I do not know the other

people. I knew people who worked with the askaris but

Tods ot know the askaris at all.,
1 o
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What was that farm used foxr? --- I was on the

farm for three days with Neville. It would have been
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myself and Vorster and Neville. That would have been
FD the last I would have been at the farm. I don't think
it was used subsequently.

But hang on, you told us earlier that the only
time you were on the Thornville farm was with Neville
and Vorster. -—- Let me just explain that. When
Neville came through to Pietermaritzburg we tock him

first to the Elandskop farm from there we tock him

away Lo the Thornville farm whers I might havs spsnt o a
sl f > = Eoni him o khaoinor Swaz il 1 !
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going to stay with this person and that would have
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been the say it was. People stayed away for days,
sometimes a day or two.

So you say Neville spent about a week 1in
Pietermaritzburg at that time 1in the area? ---
About a week I would estimate, yes.

And then you guys drove him back to Swaziland?

- That is the case, yes.

3

Did you just drop him at the border or did you
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subsequent tape commences) I wouldn't say that they

increased drastically, maybe one or two more but not
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large numbers.
CE You see, when we asked you who your ANC contacts
were you gave us Jjust two names. --- (Speaking
English) ©Ckay, I won't say ... (incomplete)

So, T mean, you couldn't possibly have had only

two IFP contacts. We know for a fact vyou had
hundreds. - ANC contacts?
IFP. .- (Through Interpreter) I did have
large numbo:os oD ITD contacts.
LA e anAdeg RN
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and you're gething some information otherwise

you wouldn't be wasting your time and if it looks
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fruitful enough vyou might offer them some
(intervention) --- (Through Interpreter) If 1
were to go and look at the indunas and the
councillors, the chiefs and so forth, we only used
these as contacts, places to vigit where one would
have gone to visit not with the intention of making

these persons informants.

Again, I really think vyou're not

you're
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your IFP sources were by and large, who were your ANC
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far? -~- I made contact with - to be honest, those

days things were very hectic. I tried to make contact

with all the groups in the area. I can mention in
Taylor's Halt I made contact with - no, there's a lot
- okay, I mentioned Zokheshwa. There was a Jeffrey

Mtalana that stayed - he complained about the school

problems. He stayed at Gezabuso. Sweetwaters, I
lwaye tried o malcs Csontazt with Fanela Miualo.  Thooe
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CRB/33230 14 November 1996 -72- J J BROOKS
INTERPRETER: The speakers mike is not on.
C§ MR_LAX: I beg your pardon. Thank you. Esboveni, a
bug driver? --- Was his name Philip Thabetha.
Yes, if 1it's Philip Thabetha, yes, I know him.
What happened to him? -—-- I think he left. I
saw him about three years ago. He told me that he's
working in Ulundi somewhere. If he's a policeman or

not, I don't know.
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Did you use him at all in any operations in
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Pietermaritzburg? --- I don't know him. I haven't
met him so I couldn't have used him.
MR LAX: Did Lamprecht say anything about having used
him? - No, I don't - I think he became an askari
and then he left to Pretoria because those days they
only had askaris in Pretoria, not local in Durban.

It was only later when Andy Taylor got working

with his farm that askaris came down and started
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What about other people in your branch? ---
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As far as I know Luthuli worked in the Hammarsdale -
ag, he stayed in the Hammarsdale area and possible the

people that worked Hammarsdale, that 1is, Lucas

Holzhausen that previously worked there, Pileterse,

Kwamanda, might have - who else was thexre? - Dion

Botha, those people might have had contact with him.

Who would have been responsible for locking at

3ll the wvarious organisations 1like Black Sash, Paxa,
rvyanisaticrns Lilie thao? Thit was not o ooal
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nothing I could do. In other words, they had
unrealistic expectations of me. I couldn't fulfil
these.

But you guys did 1t during the state of
emérgency. There were not case against 90 per cent of
the people arrested? --- That's correct but the
information from the state of emergency cases - well,

when we arrested people for instance for attending
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Interpreter) I don't know what that meeting was. Many
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people were arrested when there were incidents in a

particular area. The investigating officer would pick
up a lot of people who were processed by us so they
also had guite a large share in the number of arrests.
The ISU who for instance picked up people at funerals.
People were arrested in that way as well. But some

times individuals were arrested.

You see, I want to distinguish between two kinds
onorast here. Toovplza vl ool svoataloazn sl
- L -1 - R 3
t- 1 ~ s ruahaAd ek [ - - - ™ e
o . -

o Tzw Toanis L
¥ slemp ITD P : -

oop thae ~1 aheonaldl o avrast 2rtain reorls The  fanv
T mhian Lont shatis s > ones T

all unreasocnable. --- No, but we always had to
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evaluate information. You don't just take it on face
value. You had to corroborate evidence received.
Were those people really problems. Were they creating
problems. What was their zrole, etcetera, and after
that kind of evaluation we would then arrest them.

How else did they want you to help them? ---

That's what happened in the majority of cases.

Surely they would have asked vyou for arms? - -
nr S T B = [ O
[ RS S R SOOI Ly Lt R T codiinbeai i ol
s BT d -
lya e v i maln I alalahals 3o T R el A4
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.
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Pietermaritzburg, including Bulwer, Impendle, the
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whole region, that was a lot. The most there ever
(jB were, were ten. Are you aware of that? ---
(Speaking English) I'm not aware of that but I can
believe it.
Well, I know that because I was responsible for
all the detainees as you well know. --- T know,ja.

And at the same time there was something like 700

pecple alleged UDF/ANC pecple arrested? --- It's
[ P s
- L,
. . AR . - .
[ L R L T oL~ {3 st mmmr e e e Y
i T3t The 77w S -1
. o e " - . .
AN and rhat'e the only sxpvengisn T oaan i when T
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/patently
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patently obvious that you guys were mnot impartial,
C} that you guys saw one gide as your enemy and the other

gside as your ally and you did everything possible to

assist the one side rather than the other side? ---

One could put it in that way, vyes.

CHAIRMAN: Do you know of any incident where people

from the IF, for example, asked you not just to arrest

pzople but in fact to go further than that? To

hi L e -1 1 1 ol a ~ o~ 1.
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MR LTAX: Can I say this, Captain Brooks? The picture
you've given us of how you worked is that you guys all
worked in your own little section. You had nothing to
do with each other. You were all sort of little
islands dotted out in this sea of struggle, if I can
paint a metaphor. Little islands somehow nct aware of

what anycne else was doing and frankly I find that

th

absolutely wunbelievable because to be an effective

Sy . S Creann e ] B . . O = T T -k
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permits for firearms to members cf the IFP? Tou're
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/---

I'm aware.

I'm aware.
Your colleague Rolf Waber is notorious for that.
I know he was mentioned, yes.
Were you ever involved in any such actions?
not at all.
Never?

Never.

Even 1in lawfully assisting IFP people to cbtain

- B o b =
~roaniss lTioenmas far khem Thow man T oo fenne
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R AT by vaysles e ol
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wortineg tth oand who SR oooraratiner gl e

ves.




CRB/33230

2

14 November 1996 -82- J J BROOKS

But of course he wouldn't have been a problem in

/our eyes

our eyes because he was your ally. So, I mean, let's
be honest about this. I mean, if the man was your
ally, he wasn't your problem. In fact, vyou would

probably go out of your way to get him a licence.
--- Mr Lax, I said if I man didn't give us any

problems and there was nothing against the person, I

woeald lioess L [ I - wouldnw . PR
WV L FR SV S js Lol PRt Y Wi boidly — IR I SRR
[
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other people but I'm just talking for myself now.
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Now, just to put it in perspective, going back to

Trust Feeds now. Four special constables were charged

/with
with murder as a result of the Trust Feeds killing.
After the ballistics linked them to the killing, they
went into hiding. They hid for six or eight months.

They were hidden at a particular - they were hidden

with the assistance of the police. Information has
Tasn gavoh S0 uo bo that 2ffooo. oL ENLD SENS

o - 1 q rr = I
onD cmams ol et a1 o Emvn ERSEske the ¥uaZila el s
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pretending.
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MR _LAX: You said you spent some time at the
Hopeville farm with this Sikakane character. Did you
ever meet Andy Taylor there? - (Speaking

English) Never at
/Hopeville
Hopeville at the ... (intervention)
Where did you meet Andy Taylor? --- {(Through

Interpreter) I think he visited the Elandskop farm

~lrd s o b S e S ] T A YA at e mralea b e
Tavior o 1k ok aerad] thare b VIS e - sl
ith h My Varst L F ; RN bes
vy A BERE S fa 1afr ue pirhene Enad and T gnn

gesit met die man.
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away?
ves.

Well,

mean, at the very least.

(Through Interpreter)

didn't you know what you were there for?

-85~

were you there to make sure he didn't run

I suppose sO0O,

I

You were spending time with

the man. You must have known what you were doing with
/him.
him - - They told me, "There he 1is. Speak to
im. Thut's all 2o T .ok Totad ofoogusxd
H ? ‘fl.' a
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different times, ja. I'm just mentioning them so that
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- they might know if they went with me or not so -

it's difficult to recall.

And vyou say that in all your dealings and
conversations with Ntombela and other chiefs and
indunas you were never ever - none of them ever made a
request to you for guns and ammunitions? - No.

None were supplied by (intervention) -

/Nothing,

oy . o
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Bulwer police sgtation. Is that right? --- That's
right, that's what I said.

Was 1t ever possible that, for example, you'd be
working late, you'd pick up a suspect, be too much
hassle to take him in to Bulwer so you'd keep him at

the house for the night, maybe question him during the

night? --- That's not possible because we didn't
/want
it thint hcouse Loob Wi Ll L3y Losoauss thiel
T~ 1o - — m
Tk~ ymb man) - T e LI S  SE Ry ES | TT~ AL An TE rrna e
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Ckay, thanks. Richard?
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MR _GOVENDER: Just one question before we - Captain,

\jg are you acquainted with the use of

stun grenades?

--- {Speaking English) I know of stun grenades.

Have you ever used stun grenades?

Have you ever handled them?

- No.

-—= (Through

Interpreter) Yes, on courses I used them.

But in the course of your work with the

{intervention) --- No.
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previously, 1t's a lot of nonsense and we were never

involved. In fact, after that killings - (Through
Interpreter) that family never got any attentiocn from
us so in my honest opinion I don't know why those
people were killed. Perhaps if it was Zokheshwa, then
I would have understood it but that particular family,

I can't see why they were killed.

CHATIRMAN: Thank you, Mr Brooks.
TR We L1 sl ohlis Uil Liia Au Jall Laegliiudle
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