
The Native Commissioner. 
Teansen, 

D"t1 -ELAbieLqualq 0Yai 

Inquiry into question of Heir to 
Chieftainithip„ 

I have the honour to report that on the 23rd 

and 29th April 1930 I held Meetings at Muguboyafe 

Location with the Headmen, Councillors, and people 

of the Location with a view to ascertaining their vises 

as to a successor to the late Chief, 

A eopY of the notes taken during the precesdings 

is attached hereto also a genealogical Tree prepared 

from information obtained at the Meeting on the 29th 

April. The notes consist$ almost solely of statements 

made by headmen and others during the course of the 

Mooting, The erose examination of speakers by other 

natives present was not Permitted os At was thought 

that such a course would only serve to intensify the 

illfseling hereinafter referred to, All questions 

asked were put  by me with a view to clearing up point's 

which were not clear, 

In eubmitting these notes I would make the following 

remarkepo 

(1) The statements chew that the Tribe is agreed on the 
point, that (a) at the present moment there is no direct 
heir to tho uhieftainshio and (b) that matsapa Phalane 
(ore of tho 7.,,!..rce of the late chief) is the Trial wits 
(Tribc.1 Candle) and that she is the one who should under 
Cuatom 	a-ma/s child who will be the heir to the 
Ohit!ftnin. 

(2) The stato_aents however reveal 	de divergence of 

opinion as to 
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(2). 

of opinion ae to the should under Native Custom and 
Law by the regent Lind raise up an heir to the Chief. 
tainchip throumh the Tribal Win) (Matewra Phalene). 
Ona section of the Tribe supports the claims of William 
Mutatu nzuboya (own brother of the late Chief) while 
the other section eupperts the claims of 6olomon , Charles 
M4uboya (eldest surviving son of the lets Chief by his 
fint 	f ordinnry rift, and not th -J tribal w! e). 
It will bo notes:flat:7 to go into this e;ue,stion at some 
leegth in order that the position mny be understood. 

The peopleof 1u7uboyaTe Location a .:rie manoli and 
it is an acknowledie Custom among the Bapcii the 
the hair to the Chlerain.hip is tho oldest son born by 
the tribal wife (otherwise known as the Tribal Candle) 
not*::it:aLtanding ti„ raet that the Chief mn'y 	have 
other and older eons by other wives (see Harris' Btledi 
Lass and CuatemiS of the Sapedi). 

Under Bapedi Custom when a Chief dies before an 
heir is born ( sae is the case in the Chiefteinshi'S 
dispute now under consideration) tha trihsI wife cohabits 
with a mEnbCr of the Ruling Ftn-:ily and the firrt male 
child be'.:n of such cohabitation :is meogniscd vs the 
heir to the ChieftiLinshi - .4̂ In l'Harriel Lawn an:: Customs 
of the Bapedi" it is stated o raze 35 tht..a t;•1 za-lber 
of the Ruling enni17 rho should cohabit with the Talbal 
wire.le'Preferably the Chief's nest own broth ,lr. In the 

claimants to the Regency) is the iate Chief's wort com 
surviving brother. TWO brothers older than hin have 
died. 

It villbe seen that this point is disputed by the 
supportt,ls of Charles Solomon Euguboya the eldest cur. 
'riving son or the late Chief. They sny that the Chief's 
Own broth'ir would only bectme rent amd raise up an 
heir in the LI:sense of a crown  up son of the Chief. I 
would hoeover draw attention to the statement of Chief 
Meahe 	disintero:Itled -:amen) -egarding the customs 
obtaining ozone:. Booed' Tribee. 

From records in this office it appears that the 
late Chief acknowledged boron 23r.G.D.Wheelwright, 
Additional fictive Commissioner, victersburg that in the 
event of no heir being born before his death his own 
brotherfilliam Mutntu Mugubova would be the one t 
sct as regent, ar 	 44•A'S' 

caiLvtA4-.JA 

The cause or this dispute arises it would be seen 
from the long standing enmity which existed between 
the late Chitf and his b=thor 	,auts41-13..uguboya. 
It is stated that while itErStanford ( 	Native 
ComriceisPor, Hashertsburt) was in char -7e of this area 
William Kutatu 21uguboya committed an assault on the 
Chief anrir'nrter ordered h" 4ar.Stanferd to move his 
r k,1 	 thc 	ic3.4a1 which he did. The late . 

Chief had for many years Suffered  from ill.health which 
at times rendorad his parsonnl control of tribel affairs 
imooszible. It not-2s probable that owing to the Chiefs 

;:111. 	.11.1tatu Aiu7uboya at tine2 nes=e4 
the po9 .i:rs of the chief tnd 17nored the Chief 	not 
rcperti, 	 hin c,hd t";:t 	% --V3 the cc.tlec 
of the enmity weioh existed between then. 
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more and moro on his :Frit:a 
end his eldest son(Charlos Solonnn 	 the 
enmity not exiot2d Vi11i Mutatu 	 would it 
seems olet.r hrvo been the one to 	 the duties 
of the chef whonovor the latter vazi. 	 by 
illness. This is 1)vrne out by the sttn!-Iont of Y ?o 
Muguboya that whrm thy. late Chicrlr.. 

ill .1i!% 	brothc: 	 frtoc.7,: 
the Chiefs duties but as ho 	 z,.atrin 
a tectl'al manner and roported all 	 t 	Ch!.of. 
no illfeoling rtahlted 

	

It will be peon from some c 	 ,7:nto which 
are however disputed by others, thmt it is all- 	thiLt 
under Vative Law And CustomCho.c tolomon 	uboya 
*4 4 eon of the. 	 • 
liuguboya). This pcint was not purslaed to aconolusion 
as it vas thought that would not osrlouel7affP.ot the 
issue and that lengthy argument en tho point =i - ht onl:r 
serve to increase tho illfeeling orzisting in the 

Two lettero rso(eived from the oto ar1.1 tfr 
supporters 17,re nut UT). The 10...tar 	 o!:, 1cmpS 
MuguboysA was revetyc.d in the 	t. 	 the Zirs,t 
and 	 Ar„houc;h t. 
of licac ,:aanM=.7.m.sle 1:', 5 one of thr., 	. 	1 
knows that he has boon absent from tne 	 fr.= 
date prior to the death of the Chief and he ia still 

With rogard to the letter of Villint Mutatv Mtnwboya 
shish w.',.o received Several do ye a',.."tr ' 	conclusion of 
the second Meeting. l would sth. c ''-'-.' 	'into =n- 
tioned in rQgars to Chie 	Lc.: 	 s.:.iL, 1::..,,—..:, 
were not brou,-;ht out in state -zente . - s? at thr.: '..." 
I am therefore unable to co=ont 
from the concluding portion of th. lot..or it:lay ap:nar 
that. certain women were not no=itt4 	1 would 
exmlain that 1 vrns not swam ths,' 	.:th.v7d to s'noak. 
The Meeting was closed by me as it sppard. that all 
speakers were meroly repeating r1-rat ,')7.ZriOUS spoakers 
had alroccdy eatod.. 

(9)?rr ence c 	. 
tne majori 

Present sunport the clain3 of 	i 	 boya 
but the supporters of Chs7lea 	 n.rt not 
by any Meats inteteidetablea As the ouc.:7tion be asked 
vhy . e vote was not taken I Would r.',.ate tIv...t I Z.cozsi 
it snadvisable to do so WithoUt definite instructions 
fo:. 	followinz reasons.;.,  
(a) .  It is not in Vocrde,nee With 	La-„, 	Cuat m 

to take a vote although no troub, bofore 
I 	of the European the strolle-at sc..7.ter in a Chieftain.. 
/ 	shit Dionuts uousily Inn 
(b) As it is ua..L.:1,-Jc.-..od th4lt I;ot4 

engaged Attorneys to look after their interests 
Al. 	thi ::. a 	to 	c 4:7 	" 

pretlared to fit the =attar to tho bittcr 
it vas thou 	tho 
be held to bind - * .ndo Of 	.rn.lan to 

(c.*' 	' 	 nub 434 4 	 ' 

shay.2:' 	it Jno.,ivluis 
to 
the tribstten. 	 ' 	•• - 

mould naturally 



would naturally ask why a vote was taken if itb 
was not intended to abide by the result":hereof. 

410 	 I am not personally sufficiently c9^quatnted 
with the'claimants to the ragongy to make a rocommenw 
dation es to the most suitrble candidate from a pint 
of view of chn,recter and ability but enquirtes rhirJh 
I haTe boen nets seem to point to William mutatu 
hturhahDy7 ror h 	rnason and for the fact that en 
inte7,:;..:1 ,:;t6;,ion of 1:1.7..tive Laws end. Cu: ,-;tois ( of t.-hich 

not 	t.:::ziuninte:1) is invol7n ,r; I would resnect 
fu)1y rul-..,ent that thin,  soport and the accerananying 

:ubmitted to Y..r.G.D.7, ,hcelwric:ht Additioal 
Nati -to Co-rmissioner. PietozAburg for en expression of 
his views. 

lar.Vineeirright has r-,:n intimate knowlsdse of 
i.nms rAd eurtv--:1 obtaininc in these tarts 

and he has also a personal knovfledzo of the affairs 
of Y.uzuboyts Location from v..hich this dispute arises. 
The climants are also •knowr. to him -personally. 

'her o soma to be no other suitable pc: . on who could 
be appz,intti to the r:: 	 rm ;:ency :jne 	sppointment would be 
accepts.ble to the 	as a whole. This point was not 
put to the tribe at the 	 referred to herin. 

As Attorneys repros:::htinf....; the cli:aanta ware not 
perti•..te.1 to att.ord the bieetings it is thoucr'nt that 
they should be asked to submit any representations they 
may desire to make./X iettorofrom Mr...Attorney Merits and 

r• -r-ct 	-nut 

If after consideration of the report and the 
an.1::;:nires end the representations of the claimante 

in u,. 	in the 1-Aands of the C,rC "pmt 

mox,t is Insufficient to enable it to come tot dictator' 
further 	 of the Tribe should be called to 
elucidate pointe which are net clear. 

Assistant-Ifative Um:raseio rcer, 

T name, 
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