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Eh! In May 1989, we , 'in the ANC, we had a working
group on agricultural issues. It wasz still a scattered
formation but at the =ame time inside the country
there was alse some formation under CDS5; which was
bringing people together around the rural guéstion.

What precisely do you mean by scattered formation?.

By scattered I mean it was still interested
individuals who had worked on agriculturé or were
concerned with agricultural issues and the land

~guesticon in particular. They were people for examnple

like hmm...onhe ANC student who is in Holland , who
had looked in detail at nationalisation of land. It is
pecple like that , people like Tessa Marcus whe had
started raising critical ,issues around the South

African agricultural systemwhich needed to be looked X

at. Inside the country ¢DS or the Centre for
Develaopment Studies, was trying to get hmm.. ©on the
ground research, about pecple's feelings around the
land question.

Inside which country?

Inside Scuth Africa. A lot of the debate was based on
the Freedom Charter clause that the land shall be
shared by those who work it. I think over years it has
been acc¢epted as bheing wonderful,easy to implement but
with constitutional guidelines being formulated and
the Legal Department of ANC loocking more at the legal
issues which would allow for "Ythe land shall be
shared” it was evident that it was not that easy. Many
people felt , I think many people subconsciously
thought that it will be wvery easy in the new South
Africa; the state will expropriate the land and the
State will give land to live ocut to people or the
shall be state farms and that shall, be no private

property. Looking at the Zimbabwean eberience, where %

that did'nt happen so easily, what has become evident
in Namibia where the land guestion had'nt even been
discussed and just wA%" is happening all over the world
in many countries around land reform. Even in Zambia
whare it almost like in every five years they would
change the land peolicy. It was <¢lear that we have to
give a lot more thought to it. 5o, in May 1989 for the
first time I went to Harare in Zimbabwe.

For the first time? :

Yes. I say for the first time I.went to Harare in
Zimbabwe; I had been through Salsbury. There was a
workshop which was organised there for Scuth Africans
from the ANC and MDM. We discussed the land gquestion.
It was a very interesting experience because though in
termz of ocutput as a workshop it did'nt have much but
in terms of information sharing it was very very rich.
We had people from places like Kwelega, Meoiplaas who
were telling , who had very very wvivid histories of
forced removals and the community organisations
involved and organised around land squatters. The
workshop took a week and at that workshop as I said it

X



)

pl e

was my first time in Zimbabwe. So, I decided Iam going
to spend ancther week and just have a lcok at this
"free "Zimbabwe vyou know one had such visions about
L j

What actually attracted you , or what exactly did you
want to ssa7

Ehm. ..I wanted to see what happens to a country, what
happpens to the people in a country , who had Been in
a situation similar to ours in South Africa, where
there had been racial oppression and there had been a
war of liberation, and now pecple , the black people
were in positions of power. The difference with Zambia
is that the independence; so to use the phrase, came
on a plate. The was no liberation struggle to say. So
the Zambian people have never been able te relate a
struggle and an attainment of independence to their
present situation which I think also affects to a
large extend to what level people actualy make input
to the nation as a whole or rather becoms very
individualistic in their desire and want to get the
best for themselves and refuse to recogniese that there
is more than just an individual interest in naticnasl
development.

Was it really your persocnal initiative to investigate
15 | S

¥Yes it was hecause ehm..., it was because I have'nt
experienced oppresszion. The only way I experienced
oppression was the impact it had on me; having to grow
up outside South Africa. 50 now I was gqurious to find
out you know, what i= thisz thing that we are fighting
for? How dees it affect the people involved. So I went
to Zimbabwe and I had a very interesting week in
Harare and I met some very interesting people

Where did vou stay?

I stayed with a friend of mine whe I had known
from...a comrade whom I have known from years back in
Lusaka we had worked together at one point. We had
alsoc lived together in Tanzania. So I stayed with her
and I also met some Zimbabwean pecple. I met
interestingly enough some psople; a girl I had bkeen at
echool with in Bulgaria.That wag really interesting ,
zseeing her on the street and saying:"This looks like
Skumbuze", and she =till had the same mannerisms.

Did you stay in town?

Yes T stayed in town. T just made one trip outside of
town to a small town called Chigutu, an hour and a
half. A friend of mine was working on reseach in land
igssues had a field trip out there. S0, my interest to
see alot of the couniry because I was 'nt able to
corganise a tour. I took off with himand his colleague
and we drove down to Chigutu, did a couple of
interviews and I saw there, what they were doing was
thay were deing an asseeszment of what happen to
administration at a local level when it's actually
administration which was working for a previous state,
but because there iz lack of new perscnal, you keep
that adminisrator structure in and you brought in ex
combatant or a political activist who had very strong



politically motivation for being in that position but

did'nt have technical expertise and they come into

conflict with people who have technical expertise and

the work experience in a position of authority. So,

where you have the top person is a politician without

the technical expertise and his next person is

somebody with technical but with hangover from that

old regime. There is a lot of conflict and very Tittle

actually get done, because of so much cenflict within

the office but the work on the ground deoes get taken

on. It's a lesson for us in Scuth Africa; to what

extend do you carry over your legacy of apartheid in

terms of administration and authority into your

working structures, whether they are local or

national.

After the Harare workshop, I went back to Lusaka and 1

continued working with the women's section preparing for

this conference. I think about he second week of may, we got

notification that we are now going to start this course in

Harusha. There were three of us from Lusaka, sc I left with

my two colleagues and we went up te Arusha for this

management development course sponsored by the Common

Wealth secretariat, who worked at the Scuth African

educational Programme. We went through a course

which involved financial management, human

resource development and other specifics around

just management principles, so on and so forth. So
really it was a good experience because 1 was

able to look at my own experience as a manager see

where I went wrondg, and " T learned a lot-about
finance, which was a tricky field for me. My
colleagues , many of them did'nt have work

experience. 5S¢, they found it pretty tediocus and
boring to ke learning principles of manasgement and
how to read a statement, and how to look for flaws in
a statement and to deal with cash flows and the
importance of having a cash flow, worked out properly.
We did an evaluation , and I think I was very critical
of it. I remember T actually went for dinner with our
course director and I cut the ccourse apart in many
ways.I think he appreciated it. But I think sometimes

I ..., maybe I was very critical because I thought
wany of my colleagues were not critical enough. The
course itself was goeod but it was'nt ..., the

participants were not chosen well enough in accordance
with the course. Sc¢ there was a gap somewhere which
ended up being wasteful. Ancther interesting thing
about hte course was that we got the astronomical sums
of money which we were not used to handle. I mean
maybe it was'nt =o wmuch but you could imagine having
.--, Wwe were living in the institute and some pecple
were sharing rooms but most people had a single room,
threes full meals a day, five teas or coffees a day and
there was a bay which had subsidised prices. So,
wheraas in town, a soft drink would be 150 Shillings
at thiz place it was about 50 Shillings becau=ze it was
subsidised by the government. So really we had money
which..., and remember there is transport too, because



paid in Tanzania get 8 thousand shillings a month. We were
getting this fifteen thousand shillings a week to spent. I
thought it was too much but later on when I had this discussion
with the course directer, he actually admitted that part of it
was testing out how does esach one of us as an individual deal
with having a lot of money as well thats one of the secrets of
top management, 1f you pay them a2 lot then see how they handle
the money. e

We spent a weekend in Kenya. Which T think i= quite significant
because most of us were travelling on travel documents from
Zambia or travel documents from Tanzania. Now, Kenya had a policy
which almpst mutually barred any South Afrixan particularly
family people who ware in exile; ANC members. Sa we had just had
an ANC that had been established in HNairobi and the Chief
Representative thers managed to get viszas for all fiftien of us.
We were actually twenty on the course but fifteen of us went. So
we drove through Arusha teo Naircbi and spent a weskend there. We
met my five people on the the way which was also very interesting
————————————————— the development of the border area; because
there were so many tourists who were flying from from the states
af Europe and land in Naireohi out , but then drive to Arushaand
Mt. Kilimanjarcin Tanzania because of the mountain. So at the
border posts, the Masaal people had developed a "tourist" trade
of posing for photographs. You cannot take a photograph without
consulting or paying a fee at the border post between Tanzania
and Kenya. They realised Ithink the Masaal pecple; they realised
that what happens thig tourists whe ceme , even photographers
come - professional photographers, take picturses of them and go
and make lots of of money ocutside. So it is very interesting, I
made friends with one woman; Maria. Maria says: " ¥You want to
take photo ¢f me? 10 Dollars. Give 10Dollars I stand with you."
Bacause they wear all this bead work and everything. So we said:
"Oh Maria come loock at us , we are not fl.... tourists, we are
from struggling South Africa. We can't spent 10 Dellarsjust to
take a photograph. We want to take it because we are friends. We
managed to take a photograph with Maria but that was because of
scmething else which happened . Some of the guys, the colleagues,
a lawyer colleague in the bus , started talking to some of the
men . There was a young man there and they were talking about a
goat. So, One of our people, I remember there iz a guy called
Mji; Umjemane. So I think Mji wanted a goat. There were lotsof
goats around the the busarea there. It is a very interesting
border post, With all this pecple manhing arocund, all the crafts
there, these photographs taken with goats and sheep. People
actualy kept them during the heat of the tourist seascon.

So they wanted a gact and were asking: "How much is the goat?®
and they gave some high price but, this guy they were talking to
says: "But yvou give me a woman, let me marry a South African
womanand you can have many goats." So they =said:" oh! which one
do you want?" and this guy apparently peints at me. They said :
you can have her, as long as we have our goat. T think in trying
to be friendly this guy sweet talks Maria now because 1 was
complaining that Maria did'nt want to take a photograph with us.
So we took a photograph with Marlawithout paying; but I only got
to know the rea reason when we were already on our way . On the
way back now when we asked for the goathe was ready to give us
the goat but he actually bought some cold drinks, beers-
Yremember she 1s remaining here. That did'nt work out for them,



The Arusha course ended in the beginning of September. I went
back to Lusakabut I spent a few days in Dares-salaam. Then I went
to Mazimbu for two weeks. Mazimbu is the ANC schoolproject up in

Morogoro
Q:  School project for whom?
Az For South African Students who had to leave the country.

SOMAFCO- Solomon Mahlangu Freedom College. This is where I had
worked in 1984. So, I went back to see the project anfl there had
been a development and there had been what is now called Dakawa.
Dakawa i= Swahili name for the area but it's ancther development
project which invelves more +than Jjust a school.It has a
vocational training centre , it has factories, it has a larger
farm and the ranching area. My father was working there at the
that I passed through. He was working in the wvocaticnal
trainingeentre. 'He was: getting ~=-rr—r-mr=r instructing and
setting up an administration there. 5o, I went to see the
vocationaltraining centre, to see my father and Jjust to see the
whole project. When I arrived there my father had gone to LUsaka
to see his wife. So, I put up in his place and I gpent two weeks
there in Dakawa; just going arcund. The first week was taken up
mainly by the 10 year celebration of the Mazimbu- the SOMAFCO
formation. Tt was ten years since SOMAFCO had  been
operating.There was guite a big rally and a whole lot of activity
for about three days. Including Trevor Huddleson was there, Peter
Mokaba had come from South Africa. There was I think cCyril
REamaphosa.. I can't remember- there was a delegatieon from South
Africa. There were international delegates. 0Olive Palmer the
Swedish, no, Norwegian prime minister who had been shot ; his
wife was there . She has been a great supporter of children's
programmes both within the ANC and internationally. -So she was
there as well as the wheole range of cther people. So, that took
about three days, so I realized that I would'nt see anything if
I left after three days; I stayed for two weeks in; went back to
Lusaka.

Q1 Whilst there did you c¢ontribute?

-4 In terms of work?
03 Yes?
A: Emmmm!No. Not. I can't say I started working any

harder in '85, but I went around the project and of
course in discussion; I suppose that's alsc a
contributicn. I found scme ©ld people who were still
there from 1984 but I found alsc a lot of new pacople
and they were changes in some of the structural
arrangements. HNow it's a bit imposing of you sort of,
I thought it would be imposing if I come in and say:
" T used to work here I think ..., this is what I
thinkabout this, this, this. So it was much more
tactical to =tay out of it and just be a guest. I was
very willingly taken arcund the farmand everything. It
was interesting. I went kack to Lusakain Septemberand
went back to the Women's Section and continued
preparing for the Conference.

Q: What precisely were you doing in preparing for the
Conference?
A We set up the programme. The objective of the

Conference had been identified by the Women Naticnal
Secretariate. Su, we =et out a programmme which
accomodated those chijectives. We coordinated with the
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antl apartheid Movement in Holland who were doing
substantial amount of fundraising. We fundraised as
well for tickets for delegates to go to the
conference. We worked out how many delegates could go.
We identified where those delegates could come from.
We liased with the South African internal structure
which was also liasing with delegates from different
regions. We dealt with with identifving papers dhd who
would do the papers. We did a lot of running after
peopleto get pecple to carry out their little tasks.
Sn, towards the end of of the year it reached the
point where Malibongwe- the conference was almost a
banned conversation in the house 1t would bring
conflict between my mother and I. I would blow up with
all my daily frustrations.

Where were they?

Emmm! my mether was in the national secretariate. So,
it was like she was one of the bosses,right. Whereas
I was an implementer. But at home we were very clear
that we were mother and daughter but all the same time
when you talk about your day you now bring up that.
Anyway , we managed to to get through it . We had a
secretariate; it wasz'nt easy because on cne hand the
women's Secretariate themseves were wvery busy, and
felt they should much more invelved. 5S¢ that con the
other hand it's just communication from Lusaka; =0
difficult from the international world to South Africa
and then inside the country the whole gquestion of the
underground: who do you talk te, how deo you consult on
issues when you try to use the telephone which is most
likely tapped and you do'nt want to put names on the
telephone; the whole range of things. So it was guite
an e¥perience. '

Did you have scme ¢ontact with people inside?

Yes we did. I was 'nt communicating directly but we
did have contacts. Se¢ at the end of December we were
more or less all set to ge. On the 4 Jamnuary the
Lusaka delegation actually left, for Holland. We flew
wia Frankfurt. Some pecple flew wvia Londonand we
landed on Holland on the 5 Januaryin the morning 1990.
We are now in the wonderful 19%0. So on the 5 January
we landed in Holland. It was my first time in Holland.
Where?

In Armsterdam. What was funny or what was unexpected
is ; we had slept in the plane and spent about an hour
at Frankfurt. So it must have been about 10 o! clock
in the morningwhen we actually arrivedin Holland. My
suitcase; because we split up at different points with
the group, a colleague who had checked into my
suitcase earlier on in the flight via Zimbabwe, he
checked it on his ticket whereas when we got to
Franfurt he went on an earlierflight than I did. So
when I got to Armsterdam I was very worried about the
fact that my suitcase has come. S0 we went through
immediately and I found out that it was 'nt on the
luggage rag. So I went to check in the lost and found
and luckily I saw it. 50 whilst the rest of the group
was still picking up their bags and trying to get
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suitcases together and everything, I already went
through the immigration and custom control. I remember
just hearing someone saying: "There they come."And all
of a sudden camerag-—-——=———== 50, since there was only
one person, they switched them off. What had happened
wag there was a whole crew - TV ¢rew waiting to meet
the delegation coming from Lusaka as well as some of
the women who had already arrived from insifle” the
country. At that conference we had about two hundred
women representing the different regions of South
Africa, representing ANC women who are all eover the
world. We had a student from Hungary from GDR there
was supposed to he somebody from Moscow.
What is GDR? :
The German Democratic Republic, East Germany which is
no longer there. Anyway East Germany which 1s no
langer there. Anyway East Germany was still thera.
There waz somebody fom the States, freom Canada, from
you know different parts of Africa, you know, Senegal.
Bs it is it was powerful in the sense that it
broughtthese women together for this two two and half
week, The first week was spent; because there was a
high demand by the International supporters to meet
with women from South Africa. The first week spent a
lot on open dialogue, bilateral and going out within
Holland to meet different women and different
projects.
I went on three such visits one of them was to a steel
factory., ©One of them was to the University of
Waglingen, the other one wag to emmm! my third wisit -
- I cant remember it right now. But anyway at the
Waglingen in University they broke together women whao
wera working in the Agricultural Department and all
that , and women who were interested in
agriculture.Many of them were doing sogiological
research arocund agricultural issues. Their main
emphasis was envirommental issues .Seo, they found it

guite intereasting tao listen to-—----——--= I was talking
there with a woman from inside the country who has
worked on rural... who has worked with rural

communities in the Transvaal;mmm! Mum Lydia Kompe. S0
she talked about off the ground experience and T
talked about an overall view of the land gquestion and
concern; and in that crowd there was a young girl; she
must have been about in her early fmid teens and her
mother. Her mother is South African and her mother
left Scuth Africa years ago and came to =ettle in
Holland and grew up in Holland but now her daughter
still feels that she 1s South African you know. So
there iz that whole revival like " lock , we tried to
come out of South Africa becausewe did’'nt like it but
is the daughter taking an interest in South African
issues., The others were wvery very interesting and in
fact before we knew it we were almost late, infact we
missed our first train we had to go back on the
second one.Emmmm! Then we had a week of what we called
the closed session; closed ANC participants only- and
even then only specefic delegates because some of the



ANC participants ; some of the ANC members who were
around at that time would'nt come into the closed
segsion,. It was because it was particularly a delegate
type conference where theére had been prier discussicn
on the topic¢. We had it like that. I think in itself
it was gquite powerful, the sgeszsions there were very
long and went leong until late. There was a whole
difference in the way of living. Where the Dutch used
to have a light sandwitch and maybe a soup and then a
cooked meal for supper. South Africans are not used to
that. They want their pap and meat, ncusa and rice and
potatoes and vegetables and all that ; stew, gravy;
you know, all that staff. So, it became guite strange
to some people hecause they had to adapt to that and
they also had to with work. We then wanted to have a
lot of cultural events; wvideog , you know in the
evening, videos , shows all that. Sc we could'nt allow
for that, we only allowed that I think for two
evenings. We had quite a guarrel about that with the
Dutch women because we were saying : " lock we came
here to discuss politics; thank you for the venue but
we camne here to discuss politics". We really wanted to
get out of the coming together for women. All the same
we went guite a number of their places and got exposed
to guite a hit of the Dutch "culture". There iz a
place which they cal the Redlight District , which is
guite devastating in terms of the impact it had on
vou.I had te go there three times before I could
actually say what I think about the place. The first
time I was in absolute shock. The secend time I tried
to take it as a joke. The third time I szort of locked
more realistically. It's an area in Amsterdam- where
... you know that prostitution is legal in Holland-
where the legal prostitutes operate. 8o, 1it's
actually hundreds of little brothels; or shall I say
prostitutes roomg , with blg windows and prostitutes
stand on windows and look like little mannekin. All
the clients pass in the street and they take their
pick, and they go in and pay the charge and curtains
are closed while they go in and when they've finished
the curtains are opened and , I mean ... the first
time it's a shock, you don't know what's happening.
The first time we talked with a girl from Nicaragua,
we asked her, you know, "What's happening?" Infact the
first  time | you  come - outs of it . you say
no,no,no...that's not it. Second time you go, you say

ha,ha,ha... this is funny. The second time actually we
went to a gay club and , then the third time it's
actually quite a depressing--- because we talked to a

girl from Nigeria. Who sald she had come there , she
met this guy in Nigeria and he bought her a ticket and
brought her over to Holland. She left everything in
Nigeria. When she ¢ame to Holland scmewhat the
relationship did'nt work. So, she found herself trying
to make money to live, infact she went inteo
prostitution; wvery depressing.

I mean it's one thing to sort of go there and refuse,
because it's such a shock, and refuse to deal with it.
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That's I think why I went there three times. Some
people refused to go without ever having seen it, but
it's something I prefer to say it's worth it . ¥You go
and see it . I mean you go and see the beauty and
particulars of any area s¢ that you can understand the
area. So we went to the Redlight District. We met...

Is that what it is called?

Ja it's called the Redlight District. There #%s “the
whola of red and pink lights. Oh! then they had live
sex shows and who...le lot of things there. It's a
funny dynamic because it's relatively safe. Three
women went there, I mean we went there as women three
of us , it's relatively s=afe. You do'nt actually
accosted on the road because there are so many of
these prostitutes around. So 1if you were on the
streets they know that you are not a prostitute
because what are you deing fully c¢lothed and
la.la.lala. ... and jersey and when everybody else is
wearing little bikiniz and showing off their wears.
And... then we came back from Holland and I came back
via London
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