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RW: Ja, I think we are moving towards an understand

ing of what it means to •••• what it means to give 
whites a role in the struggle , what it means to play 
the.t role to the maximum effect, along the kind of 

lin§s that I've been articulating. 

I do think however that we need a whole lot more 
discussion on this thing. You know we got ••• 
Jod~ has developed in J oburg, the (?006) in 
the Wes~tarn Cape, us dovm here~ Peak in P.E . 
And although those have been ver y much a sens e of 

process, and part of the sense of dynamic unleashed 
I suppose almost immediately with the development 

of UDF . 

At the same time at the concrete level , the part
icular initia~ives have been f 8irly independent of 

one another. For exampilie we haven 't yet had one 

h ational ~m·e-eting of all the organisations to~her. 

Nor representative s of thos e organisations. I 
think it is somet hing which i s on the agenda . 

And I think that one of the things that would have 
to be look ed a t there i s a ctual ly furthering and 

deepening our unders t anding of what it means to 
organise within t h e white areas and so on . 

JF: What do y ou se e moving the whites in this 
araa? Because it ' s an area thot is certa inly not 
sheltered from resettlement and towhship unrest as 
other parts of the country? Do you s ee tt as 

events will move them , tha.t they won't be able t o 

be a s isolated from event s , from realities? 
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RW: I think that's a very · important point. Again 
as I mentioned earlier, the point I made earlier, 
we shouldn ' t have any illusions about the extent to 
which we can actually develop as an organisation, 

the extent to which we can actually move whites . 

But I think that within that cnntext what you point
ed out is very significant . I think it is somethi~ 
that assisted us a helluva lot recently; it is the 

f a ct that the township is right on the doorstep of 
the white community in Gr:ahemstown . People can't, 
avoid it. 

They can't a~oid seeirrg the army in the streets 

every day, in white Grahamstown on their way 

through white Grahametown to the towns~ip, with 
their caspers and hippoe~, to actually go and 
put down unrest there and so on . 

And to a crerta in extent if anything has a ctual) 
operated to our advantage , wfuh the launch of 
GCD , it's been that. It •·s been • • • the present 
alimate is one of uncertainty~ Peopilie are just 

helluva unsure ab out what the Government is doing. 
The pres ent unre s t , as it is called, in general 
the pre s ent climate it does seem imcreasingly that 
Botha and so on ar e f ar les s sure of what they 

are doing from a little while ago. 

The so- calle d reformers:· are coming with chastened 

responses, without any re al control master plan 

to them. 

So , there ' s uncertainty about that on the one hand 

and on the other there ' s a feeling of ••• people 

are a little bmt scared, I think as to what ' s 

going on . People don 't understand it and I 
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RW: I think it's our wob here ~ come out with a 
very clear alternative to , what they might have come 
into contact with in the past . A VERY clear under
standing of that particular situation, of why it 
has arisen and wha t the kind of answer is. 

lnd I think that 's very much the context with wfuich 
we're seeing tonight's launch meeting ••• • is provid
ing precisely those kinds of things . 

~= You still ha~en't given me, I'm still so keen 
to hear some of the comments of the people in the 
area. What they understand. 

You're s aying it's all so clear, but does this come 

through pe G~le s aying things , is there anything SaD 
about the townships and the army going through tovm 
every day? 

RW: There is . 1 can quote examples of that . 

There were two people in f a ct who unfortunatel~ aren 't 
going to get to tonights' meeting, because they're 
in Cepe Town, who had .joined up as GCD members, not 

as steering committee members , but recently told us 

before they went to Cape Town that they would join. 

The thing that actually swmng them, this is accord
ing to a report which we got , from somewone on t r1e 

steering committee who knows them quite well, is 
that they were fairly unsure about GCD before two 

weeks ago when there was a funeral in the township 
here. There was a funeral two weeks a go and one 
yasterday and Sunday as well; at that funeral two 
people , no three people were shot one of whom died, 
sorry two of whom died after the funeral. 

lnd from all the a ccounts that were other than police 

accounts, it was a murderous situation: they were 

not a ctually throwing stones or anything like that 

at the time. 
• •• /4 • • • 052 



r ._. 

••• ;4 •• . 052 R vVh.i te . 

RWCont: And that event i tself , a ctually swung 

those people to join the organisation . They heard 
about this thing , t hey heard v ar ious· of the accoun

ts of it , and they just thought FUCK]~ ••• I mean 
what is going on now, can we take anymore of this 
kind of thing basice~ly . 

And that was the final thing that actually pushed 

them to join GCD . So the.t ' s one kind of excunple . 

I don ' t think that ev en with the majority of Whi tes 
in Grahamstow.n i t makes that much difference . Itls 
quite easy to contain within your sort of c onvent
imnal raci st or apartheid- type underst anding that 
these are the kind of things going on. 

I meBn there ' s the army going to protect your white 

interests , i t's going to put down a bunch of kaffiES 
who riot i n t he townships end so on and so forth . 

I don'~ think th~t the presence' :of:,·the a:nfiy is a · 

challenge to a Nationalist Party- thinking kind
of person. 

I think it does create a hel luva lot of uncertaint~ 
~ .. amongst people who are kind of t o the left of 
that • People who ••.• either peopl e who are of a 
more inte~ectual type to begin with , people who ' ve 
gone through university , kind of experienced it 
and thi~ more about that kind of thing than other 
people do because of that kind of experience . 

They have simply been exposed to a lot of questions 
which your conventional type of white model a ctually , 
arent exposed to in the course of their experiences • 
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RWcont: ON the one hand . On the other hand I think 
a lot of the people are~ •• I mean the rise of the 

UDF itself I think has posed a lot of questions with 
PFP type supporters • 

. What is their role anymore? Before when you didn't 
actually hava·· the growth of a body which clearly 
represents or can claim to represent or to voice 
the aspirations of the oppressed. 

\ 

The ~P .. oould be said to be doing that . 'rlh.ey could 
always argue that they'd be doing that . Now it ' s 
becoming an increasingly kind of patronising thing 
to do . The PFP is claiming to want to change to 
get rid of apartheid end so mn in a way which is 
goiu g to be in the interests of those who suffer 
under apartheid. 

There's a lot of people in the UDF who suffer under 

apartheid and they s ay they are not r eally interest
ed in what the PFP is doing. And that creates a 
crisis for your average PFP supporter. 

JF : And do you advis e people who find that they 
are moved to the point of joining this, that they 
must still have contact with the black community? 
Do you think that's going to be more and more di~f
icult , do ~ou envisi on with the' polarisation and tre 
army and militarisation of the townships , that 
people may be· forced only to having this outlet of 

conscient ising other whites? Or do you think it's 
important to have that link? 

~ Look, I think our starting point is that con-
\ tact with the black community is helluva important . 

That GCD is actually a channel for that . And 

within GCD we provide an organisational forum 

within which people can mov.e and becmme devoted 

~o political organisations , to the interests of 

• • • /6 ••• 086 



••• /6 ••• 086 R White . 

RWcont: to the interests of blacks in the country 
s ay , not on their behalf , but in their interests . 

And the focus of that involves organising amongst 

whites but at the s ame time a crucial as pect of that 

is increasing contact with partmcularly black organ
i s ati ons . And that is to a certain extent what the 
UDF area committee is all about here . 

So , I don ' t think it ' s a question, if I can make 
this v ery cle8r , of us being involved in GCD to 
the exclusion or as a tendency av1ay from conta ct 
with blacks or b~k organisations , but precis ely 
to be come involved with GCD inter alia, to bdcome 

more in cantact with blacks and black organisations~ 

And I · think we do . There ' s a whole lot of ooncrete 
ways in which that happens . The fact that when th&re ' s 
a funeral say for the township and so on, the GCD E 

invmt ed to the funeral •••• informally and formally 
there ' s a 'whole lot of ways in which that h appens . 

JF : Has tha t happened that you've been invited to 
the funer8~S? 

RW : 0 jd; We were invited to the last - -- look, 

we have a l ot of v ery close wont a ct with t h e black 
organisations in Grahamatow.n . 

Individually I do in my work , I wor~ with them every . 
day~ and other organisations in the Eastern Cape 

as well . 

But GCD, as an or ganisation I think, there ' s a cer~in 
amount of r espe ct , not in the sort of paternal s ense 

of the word , but in the sense of peoyle recognising 

the import ance of what we ' re doing • 
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RWcont : They actually support very much the init
iatives ~ the GCD £epresents . And they see it as 

~ry important to support us in all our activities . 

Furthermore, with reference to the funeral, our 
area cow1ittees , our representatives meet and dis
cuss and so on . We get involved in joint ~ctivities 
which we've done from time to time . With the 
funeral as an example , our repres~ntatives were 

invited to sit there wi th other representatives 
sf the other organisati ons and so on and so forth . 

1 think i f anything, GCD provides a way .to maximise 
contatt rat her than ~inimise it . 

JF : Can you just say something about~what that 
.experience wa~ like?Or any other funerals you've 
been to recently~ 

RW : Maybe you ough~ to speak to some of the other 
members at the meeting tonight . Ja , for me it was 
a good experience . I was with t he {?110) 

JF : You were? Let me just ask you a question whidh 
might get a response out of yoti; I spmke to a 

photographer who I was speaking to to try and find 

out what h e t hought Qf~ wnatf ] wae doi» g , and he 

said uAg, Idon •t know why you want to look at whites~ 
They •re just rea.lly not interesting and what is 

really interest ine is what is going on now . . like the 
" . funerals ; and he sa~d anyway , the Uitenhage funeral 

really pissed him off because there were a few 
whites and they just marched themselves right upto 
the front of the funeral and sat down l i ke that 

was theirs . Just like t~pical whites ~ushing 
themselves ahead.• 

Do you think that ' s accurate? 
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RW: There~s two questions there . 

The first question is the ques tion to what extent 

is it important to organise amongst whites? 

Now, in response to that, I would just say that 
is a fairly immature understanding of the position 
that you've just put,, of •••• well, a f a irly un
tactical understanding of how one goes about 

fUrthering the interests~ of ••• well furthering the 
process of struggle in the count~~ I think that 
it has been identified for some time now that .... 
organising amongst whites in the way GCD and ~od~ 
and so on are doing, for the r easons which I've 
actually given, and outlined. 

It is actually a very important era for legal acti~ty. 
There's no opposition br should I s ay contradiction 
between organising there and the fact that y ou have 
funerals in the township. That actually we should 

try and weld those together for democra cy and so 
on in South Africa . 

And I think that is really the crucial thing. And 
again the extent to which viewed from one vantage 

point 8 t least, not the only one, there is one 
vantage point which I think, you~ve missed the 
vantage point where the extent of ou r success 
or the extent to which we are able to contribute 
to the extent of the struggle in this country, is 
the extent to which·we are able t o actually mobiliae 

whites on the kind of b asis to which we have act
ually be en dlo ing •. 

And I think that that is a f a irly accepted, a 

fairly we1l!...:.thought through and mature way of 

approaching what we want to do. 
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RWcont: As individuals, we might in a kind of anaxchic 

way want to rush off into the townships and do 
thingw there which is not exactly helpmng the stru
ggle at all in South Africa. In fact it doesn't 
really get things any further. 

It is impossible for the aver~ge white person in
volved in the steering committee of GCD to play 
any meaningfiul role, organisational role, ongoing 
organisational role in the townships., What are 
they going to do? Are they going to go out there 

and organise amon~st the civics? To actually go 
and tell people they're going to help them with 

their rent problems? Or concretely what kind of 
things are going to be done? 

I think that's a fairly immature way to look at 
t hings to actually pose that kind of contradiction 
be,ween the townships and organisation in the white 

areas. 

The other thing, referring to the Uitenhage thing, 
I mean I don't knhw, I don't know exactly what he's 
referring to. It might have been the f a ct that there 

were white people on the platform in the thing -
Molly Blackburn and so on. I mean they were there 

by invitation, not because they pushed themselves· to 
the front. 

There were not many other whites in the audian0€. I 

myself was amongst the aud~ance generally. And 
there were quite a lot of people who came from 
Gr0 hamstown with us and a couple of Peak people~ 
there weren't very many of us , and we certainly 
didn •t1 well none of us ended··up sitting down. I 

stood the whole way throueh the thing. So, I 

don't know quite what he's referring to . 
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JF : Do you think this is a valid thesis , a valid 

area of investigation, or an interesting area at 

all, one that can have any ~elevance or input ·into 

the gen~r~l understandine of ~outh Africa ? I mean i f 

you ' ve heard . ·S~meap.e is l ooking at the situation cf 

whites like this , would you s ay , Ag why is someone 

doing this in such a marginal area? Or do you think 

it could h ave any particular r el evance in terms of 

~ •• because it will be both an historical study and 
a current one looking at the realities? 

B!= Well , i t depends on what sense . Academically, 

i t might be aasier a I 'm not quite sure , wha t the 
parti cular objective is here . 

Is the objectiv e an academic analymi s to prmduc e a 

pi ece of propaganda which is going to be of interest 
in the struggle? 

JF : Well , how would you feel if you heard something 

was being done o~ whites? Do you t hink it would be 

useful? Do you think it would be i mportant? 

~ Well , I think it wGuld depend on how it ' s 

presented and so on and so forth . I think one area 

i n which it could be useful, I den't know , but I ' ve 

hear~ from peopl1rho ' ve had experience ov erseas 

Bnd so on , that r eall y there ' s almost - i don't 

know if this is correct - but I ' ve heard from 

people who ' ve gone particularl y in area s like 

Western Europe and so on, always the BC understand

i ng of South Africa , is that whites are irrelevant , 

they ' ve got no role to play and so on and so forth . 

Now, I ' ve heard thiw ki nd of thing. If something 

c ould be done t o counter that , I think it would be 

quite i 11 port ant . I don ' t think :- that understand

ing is clearly aga inst people who ' re struggling in 

South Africa . 

r; •• /11 ••• 178 



... fll ... 178 R White . 

RWcont: ][ can underst~d why people in Western 
Europe might see that , but I don't think it's acc
urate and I think if something could be done to 
counteract that kind of thing it mmght be a good 
idea. 

The only other problem, say internally for ourselves, 
I ~hink it would be quite important to point to the 

validity, or diredted at the whiBe community in 
genere.l of the relevance of whites orgailisiil~ · and 
so on and so forth. 

Whether it would come out of something like this or 
whether it would come out of propaganda p±eoes the 

partic~r organisations themselves might put out, 
the ltter might be better . But I don 't know, I 

haven't though~bout it. But it mi~t be better in 
having a greater understanding of a particu~con
stituency and so on and so forth. 

I think on e~y other level we ourselves need m~e 
discuss ion about this . I ' m not saying necessarilF 

that work should be donefhat something should be 
published before there ' s been f urther discussion. 

But I think - our speeches to night by the way , 
represent a . culminat ion of a lot of our eWD· ' 

political thinking about what we're actually doing. 

A lot of the things I ' ve been saying I thitit will 
actually be done in tonight ' s speeches. The 

speeches of the GCD memvers , particularjy the one 

which this chap Andf~ Roux will be giving, which 
deals particularly with extra-Parliamentary opposit
ion and the organisati9n of whites . 

I think that is something which the whole organisa

tion has discussed , something we've actually work
ed through and I think it ' s the keynote address on 

our behalf . It represents our best underst~nding 

for the moment. 
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So I think you'll be able to g~a bit more clarity 
than I ' ll be able to give you at that level . 

But I think that nevertheless , at a national level , 

we s~ll need to , I think between the different 
white organisations ' we still need to ac~ually 
work through t hes e issues a bit more concretely . 

JF : Where does this term democrats come from? 
White democrats? 

Rfi : I don ' t actually know what its historical 
origiBg . are . It ' s a very convenient term. That ' s 
the best thing . 

On the one hand it ' s a very brmad term. You don ' t 
have to call yourself anything else , which might 

be kind of questioned . So it ' s very convenient as a 
labalJ. 

On the other hand, i t represents in South Afric:: 

Today ••• well look y our key issue .. : in South Africa 
today or two of the most key isaues. today are non
racialism as opposed to racism and democracy as 
opposed to oppression in the way it presently 
exists . 

So , to call yourself a democrat,. it puts a ciiear 
contradistinction into the present political 
arrangement and so on. S~ ;it• s useful in both those 
senses . ! 1ind it convenient . 

J F : This is a university town . Do you see the kind 

of thing yonr ' re trying to do and build , that you, .. 
would ultimately l i ke ~o see the role of the 

university change? Do you think the university 

pl ays in any way a constra~ve role in creating 
more democrats , as opposed to liberals or rePction
aries? 
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RW: Look , I think there are certain bodies within 
the university which do that . Nusas is the key one 
there. For whites ok? For blacks there is another 
one , but you know in the end people who come out 
of BSB(?) aren ' t going to get involved in some
thing, like GCD necessarily, i mean in some tther 
organisation . 

So I think th~t there are bodies within the uni
versity represented broadly by Nusas which do 
that . 

The university, as with the university administrc
tion and so on and so forth it is p~aying I think 

a very negative role. There's a lot of Unhappiness 
within GCD about the kind of role the university is 
playing at the moment . 

JF: Why? Vlhere? 

RW: Well , I mean , just yotflmovl, on is·sues · ~ike 
student leaders being detained and stuff like that, 
they're being very very wishy-wash~ on these kinds 
of things they're not being strong at all . 

On issues like at the Nusas level , bhe~ ~hings 

they ' ve been concerned with , there's been a whole 

move to restructure the wrys in which universities 
are being subsidised in South Africa . That has 
been implemented already . Although white 

universities in parti cular have been suQsidised. 

That has to it a whole political agenda which is 
too long to go into it now. The university at 

no stage tried to resist that . In fact , various 
key figures in the administration were actually 
involved in it , developing our system from the 
beginning. 
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RW cont : So, there • s been unhappiness about ·:. "tiia.at . 
It's basically seen to be continually towing a 

Government line and doing very little to oppose the 
s t ate in any way. 

It ' s too much to expect the university administration 

to be come a mi litantly anti- government force , but m 
one does expect them where it does affect them 

directly , to come out wi th something slightly more 
oppositional , even in terms off~heir basic liberal 
princip+es , than they have been re cently . 

J F : Are there r: other· whites in the UDF regional 
executive wh o • • •• 

RW : J a . ~here was one Andy Bornine who was the 

Western C~pe Reef Executive a t the same time that 
I was with the Eastern Cape . I think that ' s all . 
There might h ave been one in Joburg as well , but 
I ' m not o~e hundred percent sure of that . 

This year there is no-one in the Eastern Cape . 
Jer emy Cronin, who wa s released f airly recently 

from Jail for ANC and~SCP activities. He ' s ,_ 

on the Western Cape Exe cutive , and Raymond Sut tnBr 
who was released recently for the same kinds of 

things . He was on the one for the Tr ansvqal . I 
don •t think t here • s anyone from . · ··- Nata] . 

JF : Was there anyone from the National Executive? 

RW : No , I don ' t think so . 

JF : I t' s pretty much in disarray every now and then. 

RW : ~a . Sure . Clearly they have their problems . 

JF: Somebody said l should ask you about influences 
i n terms of- have you been involved in the End Cons
cr·i pt i on at all? 
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RW: A bit. 

JF: When people thi~ of the kind of important 
figures in South African resistance, or heroes, or 
whateyer y~u would say~ would you say that any of 
those figures are whites? 

RW: lt all depends which people . Look there are 
some figures. 1 thi~ Helen Joseph is propably 

the most prominent one that springs to mind, is 

the most commonly known person within: political 

circles who would actually ••• clearly she doesn ' t 
have the sta~s of someone like NelsoruMandela or 
anyone like that . There's no question about it . 

But I suppose she is knovm to be a white democrat 

f airly broadly within the democratic movement. 
Certainly at leadership level there's no question 
about that. But I'm not so sure about how far 

down it goes . 

Other people, I think Bralm Fischer is quite well 
known. Who else? I mean the more intellectual 

people know more about these people and historical 
figures like that , members of the CP before it 

was banned. Clearly Joe Slovo is a well-known 

person as well . Ruth ~irst . 

JF: My other question is, Zimbaowe has promoted 
reconciliation by letting whites retain their 
privilege~. How do you envision reconciliation 

in a South Africa of the future? Do you think 
accomodation to white privileEe will be nec
essary to maintain the ~el of production? 

. RW: Look, I actually don't know at all . I can 
;;e the questi~n you~e asking and I can see 

< 

that you might think it's possible £o~ me to answer 

that~ but I think it's very difficult . The one . \ 

reason is I think things are goin& to be very diff-
erent here from Zimbabwe . I think th2t there ' s 

going to be so much k~k in this country, I think 

it ' s going to be on a scale Zimbabwe never experienced • 
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RW: The kind of level of Urban Guerilla warfare 
it's going to be quite unlike anything Zimbabwe 
experienced I feel. 

The State here is sa .'lJiluch stronger than the state 
in Zimbabwe ever was, that in a military kind of 

way, I really don't know what's going to happen. 
It's where you're going to have a whole lot of extra 
right wing parliamentory groups who are organising, 
that's a possibility as well. The,y might get inv
olved in some kind of violent conflict as well . 

I really actually can't predict. I think at the 
moment people would push a really hard line, GCR 
would push a really hard line and say~ listen 

we're not interested in the protection of minority 
intersts here at all. That would distinguish us 
from t~ EFP as well. We don't actually want to 
recognise minorities in that way. 

Certainly as organisataonal CAtegories yes. But 

for the moment we aren 't talking about the protection . 
of white interests as such. But what I think of 

a South Africa where a civil war a ctually expands 
as such, I don't actually know. 

~: You've mentioned almost a disdain or contempt 
for liberals at certain j~ctions. But it seems 
also that there was much more than that. I mean 
I just walked in on that UDF/PFP me ting with 
Slabbert yesterday in PE. 

I mearr how do you see , especially as 
that's the responsible role of whites, the trad
itional moving through liberals and then rejectingi 

it quite violently. How do you feel about white 
liberals? 
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RW : I'm sorry , I dfdn't mean to seem contemptuous 
of white liberals if I did . The point that I'm 
trying to make is that at the end of the de.y I 

suppose in the fairiy near future I expect , 
people are going to have to make chGicee. 

Ror examp~e , the political interference 
been scrapped now. ~hat leaves the way 

for the PFP to actually move in now and 
coloured candidates for the {?335 )~ If 

Act has 
open now, 
put up 

it does 
that , there~s a v ery clear difference between 

the PFP and the UD~ar clearer than there has been 
up until now, - Do yo~ see the point I ' m trying 
to make? 

Obviously we ' re not going to get involved with 
white ••• it ~ s a little bit different to the 
coloured area. So , there is a diff erence , but 
it ' s been made a little bit more stark , shall we 

put it that way . 

Now , peopl e pre going to have to make chol)ces , it"s 
not bean that easy up until now. However , I don ' t 
mean to be ·cynical a t -:to - the '.i mpost.agce of ;penetrating 

liberal forums , of really grappling it, of getting 
into concrete working alliance~ with the liberals · 
and so forth ; Again it ' s a duestion of terms pf those 
around what kinds of issues --- an issue ~ike 
conscription you can farm a kind of alliance wh~ch 

you

0
~ necessar ily do around the forming of a 

Tri parliament {? ). So , t here are important . 
differences . 

JFl Let me just ask one more question that I thi nk 

will be really useful . I just spent some time with 
Molly Blackburn and I was a bit taken aback at how 
revered she is and then I began to see how she 

p&ays a very important role just in her usefulness • 
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JFcont: You know, exposing things , bec-ause , 
this seems to be a place where there are strategies 
emerging just be~ond belief, kidnappiqgs, and 
disappearings and the apparent killinga an~a 
level that just seems to be unknown by the liberal 

preae · irr J ohannesburg, maybe Cape Town too~ 
Do you see, I'm also· just trying to push 

you to give some Grahamstown and Eastern Cape 

specifics, do you see also a specifi c or respons
ible role in this region to , for w~tes, to kind 

of keep abreast of the new J evolving strategy of the 
Stat_e and to expose them. .It's a traditionall y 
liberal kind of objective , but do you think that 
you would turn to that in a new way~ 

~~ A couple of points . ~irstly on the Molly 
Bl ackburn thing : I think Molly Blackburn has 

played a very useful rol e , I think that other peop~ 
would agree with that . I don ' t think an 

appreciation of that f acf means a committment to 

her parti cular ideology . That's the initial 
point . 

Secondly , however , a+though I think it ' s very 
important to work with Moll y Blackburn in a 

genu~ne way , on the general theme of responsibilit~ 

J a , I would agree with you entirely . I tihink th~t 
i t ' s helluva important that - onw of our interest. 

groups that ' s going to be officially fo~ed tonigh~ 
i s specifically on the issue of repression , which ~ 

directly around these kinds of things . 

The Black Sash l ere haa just formed a repression 
monitoring committee which has been in the act for 

some time now collecting , something Molly Bl a ckburn 

has been doing , collecting statements , affidavits . . 

and that kind of thing, very important wor~ 
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RWcont : And the key people on that Black Sash 
thing are GEP members , our steering committee 
members and I think there ' s going to be a lot of 
cooperation on that point between us~ two . 

So , ja, I thiruc it's a very important area. 

JF: Just in terms of ~etting the word out? 

RW: To get the word rut, to try and campaign a:vound 
it where possible , to cause as much shit with the 
authorities as possible , so you can tell where 

the effectiveness of stra~egies or the hit where 
strategies ~an actually be deployed, because 
they are , as you s ay , quite unbelievable some of 

them, and we constazrt-1y have to try and make poli tb.l 

capitaL out of them on the one hand, with· respect~ 
cti,W, oY ..f1.ae, 

to the&broad·aemocratic movement; on the other hand 
to curtail the effectivity of their strategies in 
a very concrete and direct way . 

JF : How do I refer to you? What kind of title do 
I give you? 

~: Well , at the moment I don ' t have a very glorious 

title at all . You can just call me a member of tre 
GCD . There aren ' t really any official positions . 
We have two co- ordilnators on the committee . We 

don ' t really have an executive structure at all . 
Otherwise you can s ay I ' m the Research Officer for 

tc~ ~abour and Community Resources Centre . 

J F : And profession? 

RW : You can s ay ex-UDF member if you want . Profession
ally I don ' t - that ·•s it~ I ' m registered to do a 

Masters degree at the same time. 

JF: Is there anything you' r e going to do profession

that relates to those goals or are they separate? 

RWl don ' t have a career ~ined up if thatt s what you 
mean . I ' m· a graduate student of po~itics and socio
logy but I '~ot go i ng to be a lawyer or anything like 

that right now. 
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