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Interview: RoLAN.D W\4 ~ 

J F Ok, so can I just start asking questions? 

So are you from the Eastern Ca e? 

A No I am fro~ Durban originall . • 

J F And ~hen did ou come out here? 

A 1980 . 

JF And what brought you out here? 

A I came to Rhodes to do a De~ree in J ournalism, it was the only 

English speaking univcrsit' which does a degree in journalism. 

J F And when you arrived did ~ ou -:lind it a different political environ
ment? Had you been active olitically in Durban? 

A No, I came straight out of school so I hadn ' t really been ••• 1·1 d had 
contacts with ~eople who were politic ised, who were politically 

active but I hadn ' t been involved in an r organisatton at all. I 
wsa 17 when I arrived here. 

J F And did :vou come from a liberal English speaking S . A. backgrcrun::L 
or what kind of background? 

A J a , relatively speaking; my family ~~s I suppose your average 

u per middle class kind of PFP type of thinking ideologically . Two 
important early influences I suppose, one was the fac t that I ,·,ent 
to a sort of •• not alternative education instituion for ••• as a primary 
school . A place called Kings which is run by a cqp called Carlisle 
Mitchell , who \'~as a member of the old Liberal Party and it is not 

fundamentall · alternative in what it teaches but its st le of s c ooling 

is very different . There is very little cor oral punishment, verv 
little • • . all masters are addressed b. their first names, no uni
forms et ... . That wa~ anilnporta.nt influence •• it was a general libera
lising kind of thing. 

The other was that I had peo le who I was reall r •• relrtives of mine 
who I v1as quite close to , specifical.Jy my uncle, at that stage wao 

ver.¥ close to pee le like Ric Turner etc. in Durban at the time . 

And so I had from fairlv arly on some sort of contac t with , I 

suppose alternative u•"lderstanding in terms of ideas. 
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InterH · ew ' Rol.:Jnd White 

JF hot d.d Rick Tu n~r represent to you? 

A ell, Rick Turner ••• I didn 1 t know l1ir.1 very weJ.l. I met him on a 

couple of uccossions ; I w o in D~ruan at the time of his denth , 

when he uos killed by •• or assassinated. So os an individual I don 't 

thin~ l1e had ony great influence but it was more a contact with that 

kind of thing which was imp rt nt I supposce . 

f'y uncle who I tsJEla quite close to, Unc l E"~ Tony t o;-fat , is his name , 

he wrote ' Introduction to ••• he worked an the Roven Edition o f 

fhe fye of the roeelae which is Rick Turners boo~; he wrota the 

biographica l int~oduction to thot. He was really influeiLicl I sup-

pose in my early develpment. 

JF What djd 1c do, Tony? 

A lle wcs a Jecturerln tile English Dept . then ; He is now at UCT in tt 

extra mural studies department . 

JF What did tiH? ic'' Tu:rner th t influenced you nd so on? Vou are 

saying that kind o~ thing . Wh t is that? 

A ell ! suppos2 it ~n~ bos colly same eort of acceso to a lib~ral left 

i~eos which weo import nt • •• wl ich I ues, from fairly c r ly on , in a 

complex of coordinates. r y . that schooling experience , Tony r orfat 

hi~s~lf and the people ond so n ~at used to be at his house ~nd 

th·. kind of thing . Genrnlly , tllOS!! , :::::.:; a complex of things , ! think 

allowed me access to ide s end oo on that I wouldn ' t hove otherwise 

hcd , coming fro~ ~he kind of background that I did . Something more 

than your overage PFP oor t of understanding of' ttte ni tuati on . 

JF nnd uhen you got to Gr~hams~wn whot woo the pali~lcal situot:on or 

what was it like then? 

A l!GJ.l, there uere i.wo •• I rr.ovod into o ••• o;to Rhodes Campue . There 

were 2, for e anywoy , fairly i ort~nt orguniootions on Ccmpus . 

The firo' was USAS ond the other was · group called Fhoenix , which 

waG rool y a non rocinl student. orgar.ISoi..i n, but one war; reoJ~y 

r'o.in ted by block oLuden 'o, l.Ju n a non racial constitution . It 

~IGd very feu uhi te s '-tJdents in it , bu i.. at Lh~ stage ! for vo 'ous 

rcosono , wos foirly attr~ctcd to •• ~as rnore nttrocted ~o Phoeni x ~han 

I was to ~USAS , ot that stage. 

Phoenix representing in o fairly ultra leftist , at t he end of the day 
153 
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lnter\liew: R White 

A a fairly leftist kind of organisation . And being dominated by people 

like , I don ' t know if you know ~uch obaut • • the bcckground of politicel 

tendencies of S.A . but domina~ed by people who would hove some alle

gance to Unity Movement idees. And so for a while I woe invol ved in 

Phoenix but by the end of the year I hod in foe t due to various 

experiences 1 had had in the organisation, I had actually ~~ved out 

of Phoenix and became far more involved in NUSAS end other things, 

like DELTA , which was on orgoniaat1 rm of r:ampus uhi':h w~s oreintcd 

off towardo the communi Ly and so on , than L1:2ing specifically a otu

dent organisation . 

JF And your political development, I take it you clearly moved further 

from the liberal ideas you came to campus with? 

A ~ a , I think it would be rnlntaken to s~y , I came to campus • ith liberal 

ide s. I was influenced by left liberal ideas as a • • hhild I suppose . 

But then later on , by the time I was 16 or 1? I had come increasingly 

into contact with otudento end so on in Durban and around , who were 

very very oolidy left wing. And hod become increasingly influen ced by 

their ideas. 
I useJ to go home end spend time, nut so much t home os in juot stu

dent houoeo etc . durin g ~y motric year, mv lust year t school . So 

I actually cone to univeroity with a fairly oolid • •• with o fairly 

perhops ,not th~t well grounded or academi cslly >wnll based b~t an 

understanding of myself s ~ ore of a leftist than as liberal . 

J F And do you feel it has moved si nee then ; v ou h ve lleen able to come 

into •• or se~ yourself fitting ,nto some kind of opposition pnl itics 

structure since then? 

A Well , it is true to say I have politically matured tremendously sinc e 

then . I came in there with a lot of broad sort of feelings and so on 

oeeing mya~ffhSEea left wing person as distinguished from a liberal. 

In terms of actual political maturity and that kind of thing , there is 

a huge difference . 

JF So can you tell me •• I wont to foe '9 if I can , on Grohamstown and also 

that I a~ looking at whites per se (~ure) oo what was that experience 

for you? With the evento that happened •• ! just wondering if the 

townships and resettlements areas thot are around , the general poll-

tic 1 landscape affected you? Did anything happen over the years 
1 ? 1 
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Interview: R White 

Jf you ' ve been here that made you think politica lly or shocked or moved 

you? 

• 
A No , i don 1 t think that that ••• that 1 t wao the t l<md of external or some-

thing say>uas external to the organisations or the immediate political 

millieu in which I moved , which actually influenc~d me •• I think that 

I come here with 

thinaa at a bose 

that sotge , even 

immature manner . 

a certain •• understanding , that I had resolved certain 
I 

line level. 1 ~os commited ~n certain d~rectiono at 

though in a fairly crude mannor I auppcse end a fairly 

But I did ••• lleing ••• moving into the organisations ond •• it ie really the 

organisations themselves which from that point on , their act.:.vities 

etc. which are really important , I thin!.. ; ullich for me were really 

imp~rtant in actually maturing me politically . (NUSAS?) 

Well , .WSAS was very important ; there were also various incl dents 

which not directly orgonisational l y baaed , llut were part and porcel 

of that orgoniootlcnal exnerience . EG. The trial of Guy Berger and 
? Pelu , for Af'C &:~ct-ivltlcs irt 198 1. Wt1ich for me was ~ hell of 

on important politicoL experienc.e ; not so much in terns or cornmiti ng 

me more to the whot national democratic struggle of S A1 which At that 

stage I was fairly clear on ond committed to , but more in terms of 

achieving on i~crcdib ly importont , um • • • at the lnvel of strategy and 

oraanisotion and the implications , cleerly complica ions , broadly of 

variouo things . It woo a hell of on important cxnerience. 

:Sf It is q~te vague what you are eoyina though? I don ' t now if 1 un der

stand whmt you are saying . 

A It is very difficult whithout going in~ the whole story about the 

trial itself I suppose . The point in real ly that (Sorry) 

End of tope . 

Side 8 
Roland W~;te . 
A Ja , put it this w•v · The point is that durtng that time in Grahamstown 

Guy and so on visited port of the political leoderoh l p at that stage 

for , certainly amongst NUSnS circleo etc . and point to bear in mind 

that NUSAS then ~os different to what NUSAS today is, at least in 
Grahamstown , at R·odes . It was nothing like o developed orgonioation 

like 1 t; is now. Never the less there w s a grouping of NUS AS people 

on campus ond Guy himself wno very inportont in that o1ven he had also 
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Interview: R White 

A been very involved in Phoenix and that kind of thing . 

rJow ther ore o ~1ole lot of experiences which that tri 1 threw up . 

For eg . P~QPhnd to confront issues like whether they gove evdence to 

the state or not , o~ for the state in the trial . A lot of us were 

subpoenaed in the trial to give evidence for the state 8ga1nst Guy 
and Devin . 

JF Were you? 

A I was ouponocod ot that stage . row in the .~d it never csme to it 

because in fact no one woo actual ly cal led to give state ev1dmce be

cause the case was • •• • odmisoions were m de etc and so charges were 

changed slightly end the trlol never ran the full course as was planned 
initially . 

But the point is that iosues like th t , one actually having to confront 

the issue end work through it ond wcrk out in terms of discunsions with 

other poepla etc . exoctly what your position wos or why should one gi ve , 
edidnece to the ntatc or why should 01 e give eVJdence etc . Grapp l ing 

with o political :ssue liketl1ot . For me certainly , fer other peop l e 

who were in\Clveu tl1en ues D hell of an important exp2rier.cc , and was 

really influential in tcrmo of developing rr.y unde•otanding , my ~iticel 

underst nding etc . 

The point I am trying to ma~e is thut it w~sn ' t • •• lt wes experiences 

like that , on the bonis for e,crf certo!.n kind cf p:remlseo or cer to·() 

commitments which t:.hould have elrwady been mar"e ; l2Xperiences like that 

which really emerged out of • • for organisutions ••• or the immediate 

political context within wl1ich I w s involved. It wet' those kind of 
~ 

e xperien ces which were ectu~lly important for d~velupJng me polit~ally . 

Rather them o whol e lot rf' externol inf l uences 1; kc o big sl1oCl' in the 

in the township and so on whicl1 sudden l y woke me up or sorneth ing like 

that . It was a different aind of thing . 

For eg . in 1980 in Grehomstow1 there waa a lot of ohi t here in the 

townshipo caused by cops; there wus Q lot of unrest etc . That was im

portant in sa far ao maybe it brought things home o bit more to one 

and that kind of thing but I don ' t thin!.: it made my fundament l •• had 

any fundamental influence on tlie f.Dli ticel understand ng I hod . 

The otu~r point is clcorly tllere weren • t rmrlv ao r.1onv links betweem 

my immediate political context , which wao NUSAS, or Phoenix, at that 

time and the townships as they are today . 

A So tell me how those changes came ; to take you to the puint now where 

?6 
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Interview : /'g.White 

J F you ere waxing with the UDF structures? What we r e the political 

developments? goin , looking at what I am interested in (Sorry) 

What and how c white , in en area like Grahametown , since I have ne~ r 

Lried to explore why it is different ~rem Wits or other places . 

A The reo wasn ' t importan t fer me individually . 

JF Well , maybe you could talk a bit like about , since I ~m not going 

to meet so many people here , I would like to juat know o bit ebout 
the climate of the whites here. 

A A generul picture of whites ••• 

JF Well , let's take it from the point of view , ok , so you were saying 

ycu were in r.USAS and then , are you now o masters student or are you •• 

A I om registered as o ~asters otu~ent (do you like your job?) Jo , I 

hove , thio yeor not no much . Lost yeor mainly . 

J F In whet field? 

A Well , lost year I was te ching in the Sociology and Politico departments 

Out I am employed in o p rt time capacity for o resource organisation 

which works with maso based organisations , like the civics , and 

unions and so on . 

JF Whet is it called? 

A It i a called the Lobou . and Community Resouce Centre . 

JF Ok , so how did you move •• what did you see eo your position' You talked 

about that trial ; I a~ still not clear as to what you are saying , if 

you hod to put it crudely or more blatantly than you have said it , 

more concretely , what would you soy the trial did? F r you? 

A Look , I mean ••• fY'C'..)'ba. we could move on From that . T can only oav in eo 

far so thct trial tln~. u.l up , for one , for on individual like me , a 

whole lot of very import~nt political insues like for eg. the issue 

of whether one gives evidence for the state or not in that kind of 

situation . Thnt was an issue which is very ~sort o~ unconfined in its 

ramifications as far as a whole lot of broader issues, like un •• it 

112 
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Intcrv ew: R White 

A takes you into o whole lot of other aree1s in terms of trying to 

develop one ' s own understanding obout priorities , concrete priorities 

in piitical s~ggle and so on . And how ones indiv~dual octlons h~ve 

concrete implications for those sorts of things ; it brings up o qu2stion 

of relationships of principles , strategies ond tactics etc . So it 

that issue takes you to a whole lot of other areas which I think are 

crucial for the development of any politlcol activist . 

rJow urn , sa that is really the point that I om trying to mot~ e . 

JF Well , ok . What I ' ll ask is •• let me just go right in to it and maybe 

pull back after this . tlllat do you see as the ro l e of o white S. Afr i c an 

in the democratic struggle? I mean how could define for me how you 

hove come to find that for yourself? 

A !ell , I think , ~t qucsti. on will \l.lry ~ the answer to 1 t , will vary 

at ny particuLBr time occording "LO the individuul firstly and the 

b1·ocd cont..litions under wllich the individual is operating. 
For me it has meant different kindu of tl1ings ; it hos ma•mt being 

involved with something lH~e the Community Labour l'osource Center 

wi1i ell used to be col led the Labour Research Commit tee, by the way . 

And actually playing e role there , using th~ resources thoL I have 

cceso to giv2n my back- ground and so on and so fort~ . 

JF Tell rne opecificolly what you meon . A community group comes to you 

( Yes) and you do what? 

A Well , in vol ved in brood sort ar areas • • one is look there are onl)oing 

things. Ir a trode union for eg. wonts us to fnd out o purti~ualr , i f 

it is golng for wog~ negotlot5ons , or ether ~nd of negoti~tlon , wi th 

a nurticuolr company , they want to find out a tJDrtictlor bit of infb r m

oti on for that , they come ond ask us , we find out and give i~ back 

to them . 
The some for civicP, civics need no porticulor bit of information , we 

go , we find out ond give it to them . Other projects , broadly , at a 

mare general level , say ia o very , 8el l net under p~escnt ccnditions , 

but a while age when things wcre0t quite aa turbulent s they are at 

the noment • housing was a very cllnx::ial issue for c!t vi cs ; they won ted 

to know a lot more sbu.t it . At tho r:-~cment we are involved , and have 

been for some time now , in a sort of~curctl inforr.:oticn gotlH!l'ing 

project , around housing to give to civics the inform tion . 

We ore invol ved in a bit of ~ucation ond training ns well. Activi~ 
training in creos l ike organisotional s k i l ls , cdmin skills etc . 155 
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A So for me it has meant actually playing a role in that sort of ore • 

UTil, with GCD, Grahe;nstown Committee of Democrats , oornetbing o bi t 

different . It i o •• has 1Jecor:1c over the luot couple of years , incraa

aingly important oreo for whites , io that to basically get involved 

in the dedelopment of organisQ~~on in white areas with o broad , or 

under the broad 1and with a brood>allegionce to the extra parliar:1entary 

opposition movements . Specifically in this case the UDF . And that 

hoe meont for us concretely , the organisation devel opnent of GCD , 

which is being launced tonight. 

Jf So howdid that come up? UDF was formed nd did that give this spurring? 

A 

How did 

centre . 

you hod 

How did 

S. A. no 

you ••• you are quite see~ingly usefully involved with this 

Did you feel that was one way you could contribute ; that 

a duty to or responsibility to give to the white community? 

that come up because, just thinking when 1 first came to 

one talked about whites and UDking with the~ <~ure •• 

I think there is ~vcry ••• et o contextual level very imp~ant deve l ~ 
ments have t ken pbce since then.. Broadly I think those hove been 

manifest in the develpment of the extra parliomentery movement and 

again specifically the UDF. That l.leg n really with the •• • what • • 

explosion flowering of organisation ; uce these terms; poet ' ?9 up 

unttl now porticUarly , I mean the wide youth organisationo movement , 

community organination , the unionn which go back to '?3 in their cur

rent form but neverthe leas oc~ually really began • • • it has become 

particularly prominent on the po\itical scene in the lnte ' ?Oo early 

' 80s . and with the development of those organisati ons in di fferent 

areas and so on that actually culminated in the comJng together of one 
brood uprear body , ie. the UDF , in October 1983 . hJ i thin that context 

it became ; people who say whites particularly coming out of the student 

movement etc., prior to then had been involved ~n very low key areas . 

Not only low key areas but in little bits and rafces , for eg . they 

have been quite influential in the development of the trade union move

ment. Dave Lewis and people who have been involved in some o the 

independent unions today . They have been involved in the kind of areas 

which I am involved in now like resource work and so on . 
But the whole question of organislng amongst whites hadn't been opened 

up es you s y. With the development of UDF it actually ••• lts develop

ment itself , in and of that, it raised the issue at firs t ly of what 

do whites do . As a matter of fact there was an increasing number of 

whites, relatively s peaking it w s sma l l , but never he less relative 

205 
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A to itself it wns actually getting bigger every yeor. Of whites who 

!.!Jere cominf.J out of the univcrsi tv etc being influenced by tJUSAS , which 

w o , h d already picked up post 77/ 7 to become a for more vibrant 

opposition org nisction. So n ·ncreasing number of ex variety peo~le 

saying well, whet con I do , how can we get involved . 

So on t he one hcnd there was that develop~ent , on the other was the 

development of the extra parliamentary opposition movement ; specifically 

m nifcst in UOF and that inevitobly rcised tha qu~stion of what kind 

of r tns can we m ke •~angst he white community . The UDF baseline 

io a very broad baseline ; en anti apartheid b seline . It is an extra 

porl lar.umtary basel ne . ln thct sense it is quite cle rly distingui

shable from the PFP . And the question is immed]ately raised , well 

what kind of gainn can be made ogoinst whites here . 

So it is within the complex of those two developlenta th t , I ~ink 

nationally was questioned ch actually come to the f orefron t of the 

political agenda for people li ke myself and other uhita democrats in 

Gr hametuwn . Concrately what ectually happened is that tho..t 1dreadv 

cu~e together around the UDF Signature Camp lgn wher~ again in every 

cuncrete for--m fut.~ ques · l one~was 1' i aed . In general t erma he the 

que~tcn is well, what kind of gains can we make amun~at whites , on the 

basis of the UDF ••• concretely it w s , well listen, where cun we find 

as mcny signotures EJS possible ; leta try the whites . 1 an obvi ously 

simplyfying it new but still, you get the general picture . 
So os o result o grouping of people got to~ethcr , t that etage they 

a&lled them3elveo Windsog , terrible name in which siood for wtlite non 

students of Grohamstown . I w s not involved in Windaog then simply 

because my political activity cantred on NUSAS ; at ttlot stage I was 

on the ~ Regiona l Executive here , but had come in there from NUSAS . 

I woe the only white :n there for the Eoste rn Cape Ex~utive and s o I 

didn ' t really have time etc . to get involved in Windsog at that parti -

cular st ge. Out never th l ess I kept in close contact with the people 

who were putting it together and so on . 
And then personally I joined ••• when it was forned as GCD . A certain 
amount of deb te took pl ce after the Mi llion Signature Campaign was 

nearly over as to what we uld do ~nd people , I think felt that 

certain gains had been m de ; they had been •ble to actually make ••• to , 
penet rate an are which hitherto had not been penetrated; alot of 

people who were the active particip.ta and that as opposed to the 

passive udiencc of uhitea in general ; people felt that they actually 

had an area here to banne in volved with , thev hadn ' t actually been 

lnvol ved before end for that nd a couple of other reasons \1:-w~ decided 
251 
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In. crvi C!W: R Ulli..tE 

A to uctu lly turn Uindsog 

\l!hich tsJ s not hlt.g~d to 

dyn mic to it . 

into !lot. ething more p~rmenc:mt , something 

p rticul r camp ign; which h d its own 

JF But you so•J GCD is or ly lleing 1 unched tonight so why do you nay 

something about the pos~ . 

A ell l=ight the GCD exists at the momen~ s m steering coffimitte e 

nd it is the job of this c ommittee ; it h~s been open , it has not been 

clos d ~teering cornmitt~e ct 11 , to those people who actual l y wi sh 

~o j~'" · G o ••• windsog ~as th t ~indsog was spccificelly around the 
? 

Sig1 ttlrc C mp ign and wos hence 3lmo~t :> brr.itted o o mini sub 

rea cL~mittees in the white areas in G=ch mstown . GCO it w o then 

dec ided ohculd a~tu lly be 

liate of the UCF , which it 

n independeni organis~tion but an aff i 

is . Ttle Steering Committee h then 

played a role a'G two levels : Une , in putting the orgunisution to~ther 

in e proper. sense , wtlicl1 is wh&Jt io go1ng to be lounm d tonight ; 

so the constitution , it hcs go~ one · lr~ dy , now snd oo on an~ so 

fortll . A t.ell uf c lot uf energy hen gena !ntc structuring the 

crgani~stiun, to working out a programme and thot k~nd ~f thing . 

On the other hond there 1'1 ve in the mcosntirne bcun purticular issues 

which people tuJve to respond to like the Ui tenh gc 1assocre for eg . 

I me n organise 1J ri.IClll r things around tllc'!'e no the development of 

GCD up until now is bosicclly ti1e development of the otc~ri~g commi

ttee , 011 the one h&hd creuting the precund\tions for o ~ore full 

organisation to develop , ond on the o ther hand octuully propagating 

itself s a purtlcular politicDl force in the whit~ ccmmunity ; whi ch 

force , llosn 1 -e up until now ctually been repreoentcd i 11 G' tt~wn . 

J F Ck , a lot of what you have baen saying is quite dry. I still want 

to get that sense of G' Tollm ; This could be say S::.tl.ng up the Ronde-

beach aru committees , lot of what vcu have been aoying . t..:hat • s •• 

c n you give me :my story, nything i.lore experiential or en cdote 

about what it h s been like doin~ thiu in G ' to~n? Whnt ia G' toun 

like ; is it different , is it mor of o challenge •• wh t ore the 

renctiNlS , what if3 tha ulli te community like? What er~ you up ag in

at? Do you think it i~ a tougher task: thon the creeD that ere 

ouppozedly more li~eral or ~o you think thot becau9e of ito being 

e more intimate ..,1 ce , 11 d sm ller th t ••• I just don ' t knotd wl1at 

does it me on? Wily did I come here to find ou ~ , wllat is going to 

be differen t about this pl ce~ An d about whites . 

284 
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Interview : R White 

A I do~' t hnow if there is going to be very much. There might very well 

be . I don ' t have a concrete organisafionel exper ence of C.T., and 
J o 1 berg an tJ ••• 

JF You don't have to compere it. You can just tell me wh tit has been 

like going out to whites for (Jo) to now) whcre it~ like tryino to 

launch this thing •• hsve you h•d ony •• if you were to tell somebody 

to indicote it is oll worthewhile, that some white we fnund, uhat would 
you tell like a story how diffic:.ul t it" is'l •• 

A Urn, I see it as whole range o f things . Firstly , there is not t~e 

most general level ; 1 don ' t •• oh , I think it is different to every 

other place . W!H~ther it :ls easier c""f' diff1r.:ult , I dan' ' t think one 

can say ; it is entirely o rel vive quest\on. In ' a pl ce 1 k~ C. T. 

for eg . you have for broader , far bigger pool of white democr ts 
to draw on in the first place. 

I woo at a meetina of the white Observ tory Area Ccrnnittce in G' Toun , 

which is really ? to the UDF but is one that organises in the 

w~e areas in C.T. jo. And nou •• th t meeting •• it was ctuolly joint 
meeting of the d.fferent •• j , i us the joint meeting of the Obser

vatory , Gardens ond Claremont r~as c omnittees ; Gardens one w a not 

really there but t~ere were l ~t of people at that meeting. Must 

have been bout ~o;rn people ; those ora the people • ho ere prepared to 

become octively involved in ttlat kind of thing. Now for us t he peop l 

who re prepared to become ctively involved, to the moment , ore , is 

the sterring committee which is 14 people, right now. No 14 real on es 

and ssy 16 oometinee . It miaht get o bit biggP.r tonight when we 

laut:h •• the Steering Committee itself but tl1ere is obv1ou!'ll1J a huge 

difference between 3n amount of 60 people and 14 peop le who can 

actually become involved. 

So that is one of the important differences between here and the 

other places . Bu t I think the same goeo for Jo ' berg as wP.ll. Jo ' berg 

h s a fer bigge¥~8~ white dernocrato to he drewn , who con be invol ve d 

in the organisation. 
G' town is a for omaller place though. To a certain extent I suppose 

~ specific thing with G' town 1s the dominance of the unjversity . That 

does have a •• i~pltcations ; you ore lready up against a fairly •• the 

whole sort of liberalist establishment syndrome. I don ' t know that 

is not very clear I suppose but you ore up aga nst kind of liberal 

•• •• tradition thot is fairly well established. Uhich is not neceasa-

rily •• which lo not manifest in any really concrete organisation31 wav 
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Int rva!:.11: t :, i ... f.! 

A bttt ·• ich ~s nevcrthe esc fcT'c~ which you hove to canst ntly gr pple 

with. n h-t; • 11ery much un vcrnity b:JsedJrhe PFP is quite 

i por nt t1ere s ~~ i a important everywhere I suppose, in 

th t P rt · cular rPs rd . I men cle rly we Qre competing to a catain 
extnnt ··i~:h he PFP · t · t · 1 f " v • ; •JC re ryJ.ng o w.t.n peep e rom t.he left of 
the PFP for ag. over tdour kind of posit ion whicll we are not too keen 

about ct the moment , that it would mnke o big difference out of but 

th t · e for actical reasons. Tll!!re is clearly o big difference 

bwtween us and he PFP ; fundamental di ffe"'cnce. So there is that 

tens on os we}.l. 

In P.E ••• • ~~ f r as rep~eau'on goee , you kncw ••• it is difficult ••• 

·n . o erg there ll a l:men ••• "'iR1 E.r: vLhere h o been very little repres

sion ot al~. I n Jo~erg ••• they ••• by repression I rneun alno these 

k nd of right wing tt cks os uell , ~hat one imoginea to be right 

win~ or secLrlty br nc tt cks, not op~n ~eprcssicn s it were , 

overt reprecsio~. 
Agh , 1 ~·oo b~Dtcn up lest yo r co lucting signuturer ~tc . There have 

heen other b:Ls ~nd pJeccc of ••• incidento like thct in r • ~own but it 

hcA not bl;!en t co muci1 uf o ••• Simon urtai: on_......oth er qui e o prominent 

per.cn ir the urgonisot on, h ~his cor burrt out at yec~. I have 

hod my tv:r .!San shed oncJ dlJff like that you knot.J . Thr. kind of things 

th t people in Joberg run into •••• th~t m kes things •• • th t doean ' t 

re llv rn ke t lngs ver~ difficu t for us . I dcn ' t think onvonc is 
. 

really lntir.Hdotcd by that and it ctually gives us something quite 

usef~l for us to bounce off . We con ~oke political c pitol out of 

those kinde of things . 
As far as you knaw ••• ja , 1 thinkit is •• let me cxploin it •• we don 't eee 

ourodves , I don ' t think •• we need more discussion notion~liy on th~s 
kind of thing. It is a very n~w area , the organisation of whites. 

I don't think that we are all that otally clear on exactly what 

theory or we have not developed theory that cDherently nd so on , 

so we need more discusstion on that . But I think there is feeling 

amongst ~D that we are nt developing as i3 maRs organisutlon but 
~11 i ch th k · d - r there is no way we are trv ing to orgarise amongst •• on c ~n OT 

• 
b ses or to the extent which for eg . the c•vlcs and trade uniono do . 

It ia totalJI.I diff~rent , your close context is to,;ally different . We 

are organisaing mcmbeB of the ruling clas3; to pu~ it quite crude~ 
members of the ruling classes ag inst their interests. GRACA and the 

civics and the trade unions etc ore org nlHing membe~of the oppressed 

clas eo in their interests . 
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Interview: n Wh to 

A The kind of issues thn1 yau •• the basis of your organis tion is entire

ly different. The 6nsio of GRACS Dnd so on - they nre picking up on 

immedic~e dey to d y issues which uffect peop les ' livec directly 

onl1 arc trying to ay rm se in soma poli ticol direction · nrj tr\·ing to 

organise oround those kinds of tl1ings.. Not organisong around ren~ 

and woges or.d so on. We are organising on on ideological basis ; we 

are trying to get people ~o~~itted ideulog · cnlly to something which 

is not in their immediate ') political interest at ell, necessarily . 

Which is the breakdown of apartheid nd su on . 
So I tl1ink, yoL' knou it is • • we hove very very di fferer t kinds of ••• 

we ore o really different form of organisation to th t which exists 

ln these things nd although we • • it io very important to be as wide 

reselling as rpossible , to be s outre ching as pass blo , um ore not 

a nerrow group of scr~wf hard intellectuals s lt ~ere which operate 

on e sort of exclusive supnort. 
lit is very impo~t nt to be a far reaching as posciule but we don ' t 

have any illuoionu us to wiHJt our •• wha' ~he aort of .. tr teglc nd 

urgonisotlonal limits of GCD a~e. I d n't th.nk tt t wc • • we re 

fai~ly different frorn moao org nis-tions in thot ~eopect but c l early 

we operate •• we huve the s me go· 19. 

JF H vc you learned anything from the stage so fer, with lot of 

wak altend of you, bout the w:1i te populoti on of G' town'? You h ve been 

here for o lo~g time. And you know bit bout t •• c n you describe 

a bit cbout what the white populotion is ~bout , a d fferent from 

other wlli te cen trea; 

A Look ja , I think maybe I coulcl fl::?sll OLit a bit whet I was s ying 

earlier . 1 think it is probBbly di fferert. in thot most of our area 
of support or what is going to be support in the end is going to come 

from university based or university rel ted ty e irntitut one; we look 

ot occupational ct~tcgcdes for eg . the people uho o e going to support 

us re going to be peoplle fr m the unive~sity , ex atudents etc . 
Academics , people who ore employed in things like university , A lot of 

people uho hove beer• thklu. gh acoe kind of univeru: tv exnerience . 

I think that is important. 
We have had very little contoct, I don't think ue re 9olng to have 

any contact for the foresee ble future at lcost, ~1th for eQ the 

AfriKaans speaking populntion of the tcwn. In so f r aa that is not 

a university population i with yell' wt{te aa rt of petty bou.rgeoi::: 

which ia independent of the university ; your sm 11 busine scs ond 

386 



Page 14 

Interv ew : R Whit e 

A and th:tt sort of tllif"'g. I think th It is .. ore of unrc liotic t 

the moment to think ebout u oct · lly gaining uny reel support there . 

AJ tho11gh ~ 1 be •• • ue will e~'P ore · t; corti'linly. 

But our proceD~ of bu lding lac beun very much booed around the kind 

of people th t I have mont oned ; the university kind of related , in 

one way or another. I am jus· trying to thin~ , the other sort of 

person w 11 be your profr.ao1on 1 type , l owyero and stuff likn that 

who ore oympathetic and ol1 of which hove bcen through some uort of 

university trnining hut whiah ctu•1ly , ot the momen t exist indepen

dnet of tt e university. 

JF Con you think of nythin opecif c to ten Me bout in your experience 

of trying to org ni , do t~ t outre ch •• I meon I m intcrcseted 

I.Jec •Jec I think ct one pain you tlentio:u:!d thot vou ktnd of gruppling 

with llberals ond libero ideas ; there wco u et ge o few yeoro ago 

where one didn ' t ever cons"der th t ond now there is this effort to 

do .11 t outreach. I mean hnw did you go about approaching thcm , oome 

white l iber t · n G' town; what did you soy? 

A J , k . Look with the cnso up until now, has bean , the Steering 

Committee hmo been formed by those people who ore rcnlly , hove moved 

owny from en est blisllr cnt liberal position . So th t tt1ey Lroa .. .nv 
idcnt1fy uith the go ls nnd so on of t,e UDF -nd th t ~ind ~r thing 

with the S·eel'ing r::nr.tmittee. So tho S"';ecring Committee is uur bose 

•• 9 fa~ as the or~a Jctucen then ond now ita 1 unchlng for eg. 

which w~ hove none into gain1nn OG many people who con be symp thetic 
? 

B9 possible , that h:1s b sicnlly been conducLed drawing up 

recruitment list~ and thct sort of thing; some people who we think 

mlght be sympnthetic, by that t•e mean people who 3ee PFP , sort of 

tvpee an well . Th t 1~n ' t people necensa~liy who we think are left 

to the PFP ot oll. ot the moment ; · t i n obviously our goal to move 

thet~. 

Th e form th t thot h s rc lly to~en hos been multifaceted. At a 

formal level "t h s tcken us to ppro ching individu 13 d s itting 

down with them and n ying we arc 1 unching thic, thio ls what it is 

about ond thefY1 asking us quest · ons and so on. And tl'l n you actually 

eatobli h ••• you grapplC! wi tl1 these l.l beral idee a in o v cry direct way 

there . And you re .1uct i:r y· ng to put t·Jherc ••• the ir.~pol·tcnt thing 

thorn though is dot you a! trying to de , at the aomc time aa wall, 

is we h vc put cour poaition clc rly , the goals been to get people to 

the lnunch ; it has not been immedietelv to nsk them to make u choice 
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Interview : R White 

A independent of ton ghts menting. Uo see the launch os being a very 

import n t erg ni s tj onnJ : step uh · ch IJe hove t.o go ttrough. 

So there is th t sort ~ duality of gaols there. Apo~t from that 

it hes been on inform 1 thing . An eg would be th t there w s a 

discussion forum ; one of the lecturers in the politic~ dep rtment 

organised this • • • hold n i1fomel diocussion H- •. . from t1me to time . 

wn\ch re l ly is e, not very m ny of a~out , the numbers at the moment 

get up to hout 1'l . But of quite important sort of liberol establ ish

ment type f igures in the university who go to this informal thing in 

the even1n nd you know it 1s ••• I man ged to get to this thing and 

then it be~omes ~~oortont to make s~e kind of intevention in that 

for•m and ectu lly put pccit " on~ nd rgue with people and that 

kind of t hing. Thot went f rly succeocfully I feel nd there hove 

been cne or two o her nxowples of th t sort of t hing that I •. . other 

people hove been · nvolved with . 
T think og in •he kndn of things that ue have organised there , the 

m~etinn n~o •nd itnh~ o, we orn~nised thn first meeting ever I think 

thet h s no+. een n PFP meet n9; tha first public Meeting within the 

white arc o i n G' to m, urn , w a ~ ound the Ui thenhnge Massacre and 

that I think over 1 didn ' st go ~ widely ns we thought it would ; it 

~as net as auccessful oa we thought 1~ might h ve been but I think 

people enerollv judoe it ~ succ2cs fterw rds . We m naged to f i ll 

the h 11 and so on , thou hit ••e j u t :'! s;nall h 11. 

Th ... tLtOs :ru· te i r.;po:t>t nt ntevention, .showing us , responding immedi a

tely to ~n is~u in !lin rt? , wf c l1 .. t .e PFP have not done at 11 . 

Sh~ w ng level o f p rtici p tion of immediate response tu , ond o 

level of contact, or 1~ of concern that the PFP don ' t do . They 

get moving around clect•on i~eues etc , put person in parliament 
mnd .. l t oroun for nnott1cr f1"e veor • I think one of our strenghts 

i5 precisely th · we con demonstr te leve l of participation of 

lnvolv~ent ~nti ao on of people uho ore concerned ~hot the PFP can ' t 

::~c •.uolly do . 

Af 8u c; in •; u :!."eul v e net" giv nr1 me onv concrete ••• what involvemnt 

ciln you sllOtJ. I mean ·•hen somcbod" r.omes and soya year what om I 

suppor.adt.o clo o au•. •: tcnhage, whot om I supposed to do t,o show I em 

a dcnocrr;t , wl1o t does t!1o· · rn c n 1 ... m o democrat, what must I do? 

i I t telllntghem th t th"' PFP AntJ whDt aru you cto ng •••.. , are you now, '"' 
at l east ~oys well ynu go end ut your little vote in the ballot box 

you came to Clur cct1ngs? 

A Wel l , listen our premise b thot at the moment t.~ kind of • • • an you 

I.' 



Pgge '1 6 
Interview : E White 

A will be getting a l ot of this stuff tonight but I suppose the nremise 

io tl1ot the fu~ure of S. A. ot t.llis u~ oe retstc n the h ndo of those 

wl1o re apprezsed in the prest~n t sy otem. Sn · t be Or!!C:J our first and 

fore .ost t : pil')..rosed < t i tu r11 st genor 1 lov~l, o build concretely 

O!' to Gssi ot in buildi g th~ t nove E:n ·• The movct1cmt th t ctu lly 

represP.nts ti1e nterests of tlls o, P-P."'sed, specif'collv for 1 now 

tl1et meunD building the U OF.. T'H'lt l n tum dimenc on ••• thu"f: ~ e n is 

juE:Jt speci f'icnlly at o rnoro conr.::rete lcvt:l, · s l11ilrfing GCD . 

~c:l:J h!hot ~..; n GC!:> do . concretOl'f voricc with rr::spect to wholr~ lot of 

things. It might rneon , ycu will got o whole list of sl;v.tf tonight ••• 

it means on p rticul r occcosinns mobi l 1ning en extensively os pocsibl e 

omong the white cnmnunity on a portucular isuue like Uitenh ge issues . 

I think ogoin very impc rt nt point c 8trcvs r tllot to a certain 

c~tcnt we a1·e f at. grt? t ••• th t our c,: ... en t o f our ucefull ncso, to the 

der:~ocr tic movement oncJ hence to tiH! in :;Erats of tt1e oppressed of the 

people in u.A., is b ~icDlly t L th~ ex~cnt t h t we ore oucccsaful in 

mubilisinu or.tmg~t white!-=; the extr.m ... to ul1ir.l1 othcr ... ond the ph rona •• 

whicl1 1. like to une ~-s tl1e Extent to ta.!l"'ich :.,;c :J!'C ::.uccctiaful in di. s

orgoni ing tl .c t:JI it o lJlor:~ ~oil!' uoh oc t nllv orgor.i:: · ng p + t'f 1 t. 

through driving divl.slons , pet ideological'}', dr>,:ng ii.visim 

into it nd so on ; tltroufjh uo corning end creo"':in_g our!lelve on 

org£ulinotiou.3L fol'CC . Tllot ight 1eon o lJ i ·cnhegc nect~ no ~t 

n time . 

At o UDF level it e o us opero'ing i n on Ar~ c~ n5 4 t~e, nd these 

e_ e not oper 1 t.ing now llecouse of · i1o bon on m et · ngs nd sa on . 

In concert with other orgoni~otiuns around por·:cula~ c T"~ · ~ns . And 

again , who·~ those ere nncl uf<~t klnti of de: we wil l nctua 111 ':Jc oble 

to ploy there is rcnlly n iusuc whic:1 con onl'l b. deac r- bed concretel y 

with refernce to a purticul~r comp lgn. Jt ntght neon us going to the 

t , .. nstlips ond doing oo 11 t .. o:rk there ; it again migll'· me n u ctu 11'} 

maxi~ising our feet o1ongGt the bhitc o~muni y. 

Concretely it can me n !:!fhif9; it can lJe p£1 ph ets , d~ ng bit. of 

research , organining meetings, attending a funeral ~ it ir I think 

j , it can mear. procti c ... lly onything. It dcpenrjs re:Jll\1. 

JF Hou would you, thio in o llit rciter ting whet I 

SoO;It.d ull this, du you thin!< you hDve 
1 it· 

whot the role of un:teo ohnuld be? 

o , n~w •au have 

n underct~nding of 

A Well , I thin!~ ue ore devclop·.ng · n understnn ·no. I th r.!' . ~hot , again 

it is a quct'3tion of whot the :-_le of 'Jh.i.. ~cs utlou d he is i:1 question 
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Interview: R ~h tc 

n whicl1 con only be onswered with reference to the p rticulor ~nnditi one 

cf the ctruggle. And I thihk that nt the mamen' we hove been ~bl e t o 

cre~tc ond ar are~¥rac proceos of erecting ~n organisctionul force 
wh i ch e o o ccr ln exten · opprop r;ntc to the present conditions 

of struggle. 
End or t pc. 


