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JF: One thing that I find hard t o fathcm, when the peopl e come off 
the island , the yeast f ermenting , for them it is so unspoken, that I 
wonder what i t means f aa them, bec~e it is unarticulated • • have you 
found that at all, that when the~ say non-racialism , what they are really 
saying is that they support the ANC? They are not BC anymore? Is it a 
coherent thing for you? 
'.Yhat I 'm saying is that all the interviews that I have done often with 
those old guys , it's unspoken, kind of yes v. w.. don 't believe in BC , we 
believe in non-racialism, and then from then on jus t get into h istory , 
and what t hei r backgrounds are . I want you to talk about what it has 
meant with you , and the whole evpoluticn t hat ~au spoke about . H. w di d 
non-racialisw asf ert itself~ The worke~sts with a niche t hat was needed . 
to make you fee~okay , and it almost was a response of keeping out other 
whites , obvi ously you can't have whites running the union mov ement , t hat 
was what I was trying to say before . Dave Lewis was quite an amicable guy 
but I was challengine; him ar.d saying wh.._ t are you offering other whites . 
How does it speak to anyone , it is Just this speci al niche, thankyou vey 
mucn . 

D\-.'1 I'm not entirel y certain what you are asking , but let me start . 
The coming off the island of those b~YS began t o have an impact and I 
t hink , b~ the way you can 't underestimate the influence of Helen Joseph . 

She was unbanned in the early '70's and then got rebanned sub 
sequently , I th nk she was unbanned about ' 74 • She went straie;ht onto 
thG campuses and started talklng , and reviving , by the wa~ another thipg 
i s .this lack of knowledge about the AWC ard it ' s policies , no one had 
heard of the Fre&dom Charter untll ab~ut 1981. 

Broadly wnites hadn't heard of it, it was a forbidden topi • somehow 
so Helen being unbanneu was quite an 'n1luential t~ing because 5~ imm
ediately ~it all t he camr ses and started talK~no _bout thi s glorious non
racial past . 

Wha a progressive struggle it had. been and what a g~oa. thing the 
freedom Charter w~s, actua_ly her impact on whi t e intellectuals is enormous . 
So she was apoint of ~.;ntry, because she looks like a granny and she is 
so r easonable , ana so s~t . 

She is critical 'n r.ising a whole white generations consciousness 
abou t th e non-racia~ism of the struggle in the old days . A lot of people 
j..~st gre'w up with the idea that well , there is no role for us to play 
bec~use BC has been with us for quite a long time , and it has more or less 
alw~ys been like t at . 

So that is cne influence , tnu in otner areas too 1 for example in 
township activities , people kept coming ~c~ross people who had been on 
the island and started talkln5 about what the experieLces had been in 
the earlier da~s . 

And peo le s t arted reading Time l dnger than Rope , that was a r eally 
important ~lnd of bazz book to read . Be~ar to realise that there 1s a 
who'le t radi tinn of non-racialis::n arour d . 

These peo~le coming off the island ~nd some oeing asked to spea: 
on public platforms , if you didn't mee t t hem casually in smcial circum
stances. And you began to realise that in fact there was a longer tradition 
t han black consciousness . 

It was more respectable in many ways, and like you say, people took 
it for granted, and eventoday, the most astonishing thing for anyone who 
goes into Soweto or anywhere else is tnis kind of accepxance . 

Every time I go int o Sowet o I bet stunned, I could be anybody and 
t hey treat me decently, they have a lot to be angry about and yet some 
how they t hink the best of you. 
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DW : I'd l ove to understand that inherent non-racialism in black people. 
It doesn't exist arr.ong us who have for years been ingr~ined into a 
racist posi t ion . 

JF: I gues s what I 'm saying aoout this non-ra~cialism , there is the 
unspoken part, part of it is like a ~¥stique , here you have thos e heavy 
intellectuals who have studied, but wnen you talk about non-racialism , 
they ' ll take it f rom Helen Joseph . I mean t herb is no theoretical aspect, 
she is JUSt saying Then I me t Nel~n , and t hen we did this ••• 

That is what I fo~d so fascinating, here with blacks it is not 
anything that is spoken or defendable about saying they accept you. 

You could be a cop , but there is a vibe and an acceptance and I think 
that is interesting. Like today getting all mired in this intellectual 
~ discussion with this ex defendant of Ter ror Loquata , this SASO trial 

those Sas~Cocper guys , Nev , and with him , he can quote it theoretically 
and he 'll tell you about the worki1.g clas'"' and it is an intense deba e 
and all defending it ao t heoretical gro~ds and yet in the black and the 
white communities you don ' t eet a whole explanation for non-racialis~ . 

In a sense what one of my theses is is that it is all code work for 
the ANC . It is not Loius La Grange 's verdion of it but just picking up that 
tradition saying we had a lull, and the BC phase and now we aarry on . 

~o maybe that it why , because it is a whole area that you can ' t speak 
about . Or you couldn't until the early eighties . 

DW : It migh t be interesting to talk t o Glenn ~oss about it and people like 
him because again one goes back to an intellectual backeround of NUSAS . 
NUSAS began , t he sestructuring to ha~e a theme for the ~ear, Educating for 
an Afri can future, ~outh Africa as a third world society. 

A recognition that white south africans are in africa and we are in 
a third world c ountry, and that we are here to stay as well . That you 
have to start building your lifestyles in organisations in a way t hat is 
going to equip you to handle t hings in S . A. Itis quite an important 
conscientising process . 

~art of that was the release Mandela campaign , I f orget whenthat wat . 

JF : ' 80 , after Zimbabwe , that was the first post one . 

DW: Sudenl y the rehabillitation of Mandela , who everyone thought was jut 
a criminal, suddenly realised the things he stood for and I sup9ose it 
was hten that the freedom charter began to emerge . 

Kind of bringing into white consciousness , is a l onger traditon of it , 
and secondly giving them the structures whi ch actually proved the idea, 
the emergenc e of progressive com.rurity -.> r canisations, progreosive student 
or anisa~ions that you could worK hand in glove with . 

Working in teade unions even in a very unsophist t icated way that you 
could produce tneir media . for the~ , uriving their Ko~bi from Joburg to 
Cape Town for them . It 3ave you some pratci se that you knew you were 
actually playing som~Kind of rol~in . . 

In a very personal, experiential way. That is the sort of tinng that 
drew.people into a realisation of it but people didn 't really talk very 
much aoout the question of non- raeialism per se , as Charterism vs national 
forum politics . 

Anti racialsim they would call it I suppose , and you were either a 
charterist which t ~ey saw as rather pe~ative term or you were a BCguy , 
wha t ever te rm t hey ~bought was right for thems elves in those days . 
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DW: A strenous deba~e to ~ place around this in '82 , Neville Alex
ander produced a pos~tion ;aper about ti.e kind of reactionary S .A 
comm~nist party and the forr.ation theory of .) . A , and the two f~ced 
theory ofrevolati cn, whereas he had a pure socialism in cind etc . 

It was rat~.er a strange analysl.s of class of course, so a whole 
debate took place aroundiliaL of course, anti-racism versus non- rac.alisn. 
He was • sayl.ng non-racialism is rnultl racialism which is liberalism, etc . 

But viewd from a white perspective I suppose , you are asking why do 
whites , wh~t is their role in this and how do they see it maybe . Left 
and lmberalish whites have always wanted some role in a freedom struggle 
of a kind , and they have been lookinc for some way of playinG some 
progressive role , 

You have needed the structures in which to be able to carry it out , 
and look , unquestionably , 1 don't know if anyone doubts the fact that 
say the UDF is seen by everybody as an internal democratic structure 
wgich su ~arts ANC policl.es and is actually marking time until the UDF 
is unbanned , I mean the AhC is unbanned . 

That is what the UBF is , there is no one under any illusins whatso
ever, except that the ANC is a particular kind of structure and the XX 
UDF is a much broader thing as far as it enco~mpassed other groupings 
and whatever . 

No one is undeL any doubt tnat the freedom charter is the central 
document and that is the thing , t o try and build a force within .) ,A t hat 
wil l build for liberation int ernally , as we~ as having an external struggle . 

I thin~ that was the other thing, a lot of people becan to realsie 
after ' 76 ana with the rise of guerilla activity , that actually S.A is 
terribl y different from Zimbabwe , Mocambique and everywhere else . 

A kind of conven t ional struggle in the country side wi th guerillas 
is not what is being to win liberatiob in S .A, it has to be ~ much 
different structure af urban politicisation and creating the sum governabil ity 

A lot of that struggle has eot to be done irtellectually and ideol
ogically as well as jsut by straight military might because of thL fact 
that the S . A state is so powerful . 

So again tnat is why the UDF and its stuctures are so terribly 
important , to buil~ the e roundwork now for a liberation inside the country 
as well as an external contribution to that . 

But of course not to ~Rke the ois~ake of exposing yourself too much 
to state repression ~o ~hat you actually get your head chopped off which 
is rat .• er what is hapl enin5 now to an extent . 

~ think must seri vus analysts of the situation recognise that when 
ever the da~ comes , t~e ANC is toing to be tne main one that takes power 
and that is inevitable . But there is a lot of work to be done between 
now and then , maybe 15 or 20 years away from now. 

And you may as well plug into mainstream polici es while you can 
and while you van give them a direction of your own trat jOU oight want 
to , and wh;y not non- racialism , it is what you believe in an;yhow , 

from a white left perspectiv~ and you actually have got to build 
ways of doing it that will win respect from othPr people that you have 
earned when the ti ... e comes , 

It will not be landed on your plate oy luck of by benifict nce of 
the victor . You have to have built for it yourself and earned it . I thi nk 
a l ot of ~eople see th~t ~nd if I ' m right that was one of the reasons why 
Jodac was for~ed . 

Fer people to be able to say I did my bit in the stru gle, it seems 
t hat way to me , 

JF : What about one of Jodac ' s motivations beingf to actaully move whites 
and or6ana t e them in their own communities? 
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D'l-1: That is an important tnng I th~nk , but obvio sly a bit of titling 
windmills in the u.A context . You never know, Jodac had some imaginative 
~olicies and not least putting on musical concerts whlch were highly 
suacessful, some of the best gi5s were put on by Jodac in Joburg. 

Drawing in a whole sort of Yeoville hipp~ish Jees this is good music 
what is it? quite a few new people were drawn in by such activity and I 
think there is an undeveloped petential for liberal whites to be moved 
into a more socialist perspevtive . 

Socialism is for many people a farily broad and unthreatening concept . 
Which they would quite easily adapt. 

JF: Do you think the whole theses that Jeremy Cronan developed in his 
speech at wits, the freedum • • • 

DW: I don ' t know, I wasn't there . 

JF: The actual parliamentary political terrain, the actual saying look why 
are we rejecting the (?) what are we doing and just calling it extra r arlia
mentary politics . That seemed to me an important concept . 

DN: It is terrioly important, but it is a conjuunctual th~ng in a way ~ 
because it is the new constitution that exists that excludes black people 
that the extrq. parliamentary activity becomes legitimate, and important . 

In a different context it wouldr ' t be, it is not a princi~al in its 
own rit.ht. 

JF: No, but it was an important response for whites to •• at the time it 
almost seewed like a non-starter to say this new tricameral parliament, 
and yet it had had so much effect in galvanising black aggression . 

And also allowing whites to see fuat •• moving away from labelism or 
showing whites what it is to be rejected . 10 years ago for you to admire 
Helen Susman being spunky, sure anyone would have , but now , • • 

DW: She is a complete write off . 

JF: Yes, because she is in the wr~ng plaue at the wrong time, 

DW: What is quite interestinL is Molly Blackburn, there is a person out 
of place because she shouldn't be in the PFP , she is somewehere else . 

JF: ro~ should have heard Helen talking about her this morning • • • I spent 
hours with 1olly in P .E and she • . 

DW: Why does she stay , did you ever ask her why ashe is in the PFP? 

JF: She just kind of moved from the Black Sash and it happened and •• she 
is also in a Helen Josepn quandary, she is not real political •• 

Dw: Yes her speech the other night wasactualy incredibly weighty just 
because aof all the tnings she witnessed in Capunu(?) nat her analysis . 

JF: No , she is the Christian witness, she is wa tc,.ting you change the tables 
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DW: But I must say this concept of non-raci~lism , ere you tryingm ask a 
general ~estion about how aid it develop as the concept , ot how has that 
long stand~ng conce~t been recently re - adapted by whites , or blacks or 
both . I t isn't clear to me what you are gett~ng at . 

JF : It is not clear to me either , as I said if I was an academ~c or a 
paternalist and I could go into this co untty and say •• and read for 6 
months and draw up a thesi s and a proposal and then go do it that would 
be great . 

I just ordered 70 books from Br~tain but I didn ' t have time to finish 
them before, it is just unfortunate and maybe also my own limitations but 
instinctively I felt it was a goodfuing to do . 

I t hink in a sense it is that , the tracing of its revival but also 
trying to define the future of Sout h Africa, I 've got t ese questions that 
I ask everyone •• • they have D do wi t h how people envision the futi~re . 

DW: I think it about an enigma, that the ANC from when it was formed in 
1~12 was a non-racial organisation, it espoused non-raciali~ from then , 
and actually ~ .A with t ne exception of the PAC from ' 59 to ' 61 whatever , 
and the BC from say ' 6b to ' 78, in which it has been a hell of a long struggle , 
the majo~ liberation of our country has been a non- racial one 

It is a great enigma about how forgiving peeple<'re in that context . 
(Black) And we are inheriting an incredible tradition in that regard, of 
non-racialism, in the face of the old paternalistic and very exploitative 
but racist society to a hardened apartheid , it is as t onishing that it 
hasn 't bred more equal and opposite reaction than it has . 
Big hol es in it in terms of the racial make up of some of the part s of the 
freedom charter forexample and the strategy of the UDF to organise within 
your own areas . 

An ultra leftist could critique that and say the efore you are perpetuating 
a artheid type structures by so doing it , so .. the reality of it is is that 
the UDF does actually operate on a pretty non-racial fashion . 

rhere are tensions it is true , out the tensions as I have said tend to 
be betweenthe Indian communitJ and some of the black activists as far as 
I can see , but it is an intellectual gap rather than a •• a bit of a class 
gap possibly . 

JF : I don ' t know if this is wrapupable~ maybe I ' ll just ask you all these 
basic things for my own benefit . Maybe I could ask you one wrapping up 
question , and that is because you have had the experience of some other 
Sout hern Af ican countries. 

One of my ~uestions is what does the future hold as compared , is this 
going to be different from ot er Southern African countries , ? 

Dw: Yes , it has to be , the whvle nature of the liberation struggle is utterly 
different , the whole nature of our economy is massively different , we ae e the 
hub of S .A so those other places can ' t actuall~ transform themselves partly 
because of South Africa . 

That will ch~ge of course , post- liberation butyes it will be massively 
diff&rent , and soci&iism has a better chance here because it has a better 
foundation . All those ~ther places attempting socialism don 't have the 
material conditions to allow it really . 

Mocambique didn't , Tansania didn ' t , ~imbabwe had a better chance but 
Zimbabwe is moving in strange directions and one doesn't really know where 

the political ideology really did come from . 
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J~: Doesn ' t another bottom line of the whol e thing 1e are discussing 
especiall y the differences in the intellec tuals have ~o do with one 
stabe vs two stage? 

DW: I must say I ' m a bit worried and hesitant about the two stage theory, 
of revolut i vn , I see it as an obvious important stage , and if I had a 
cri t i c ism of the uDF , there is not enough i njecti on of soci a list priciples 
at this stage int o their practice and struggles . 

JF: Isn't t hat survivabili t y,? 

DW : ~~ is , that ' s true , and t nat is why I don ' t make a big song and dana e 
about it . 

JF: • •• that is why you are only gving to fird out in Craddock you know , 
theJ Know about socialism when he Sunday Times puts a picture you know. 
You can't advertise ~hat, isn't that the reason? 

DW: I would saJ so , but on the other hand , I suppose i t is taking place 
in interesting ways ~nd places . \ little anecsote , East Loudon , case i n 
point 'N'here all these exil ed isl~nders are , you might think that East London 
I1dantsane would be a hi&hly unified pro~ressive , determined community . 

It is no t , i t is quite th~ reverse actually because what ~as been on 
the island are three traditions , a militarist one , a nationalis t one and 
a socialist one . Or a commun~st part y one , let ' s call it . 

Four , a t rade union one because the communist one doesn ' t neccessarily 
l ink witr that . Now these g~ys who belong to Sactu or the ANC or the SABP 
all on t he island have their own little gr u~s who meet and discuss and 
caucus and whthaveyou. 

They ge t tnier followers of younger people and hwne they leave , they 
have been telaeased, they politicise in the same way in the t~wnship and 
you get tre~endous res~ect and acclaim form having been on the is~and , you 
are i~~ediately thou~ht to be at least a professor . 

They hold court and they advise and they strategise , so in East Lodnn 
for exampl e there is one group calle: the East London Youth Congress , who 
are miltarists , sort of mad dog , Ntutu (?) guys , they catch the trains 
and recruit on the trains but •• between E. L and •. dantsane for exaopl e . 

They don't have any politics of any kind that I can see , and they • 
are not part of the UDF . They have had to form the East London Youth 
Org~nisation , which is lDF linked nd it is let(s cal l it, a more national
ist kind of thin6 and i t is a bett~r dliscipli ned force ~ctually and is 
the equivalent of many of t he ot11er youth congresses around . 

These two t hings arise from two oersonalities released 1rom the island . 
Also in .t. . L there is a guy wlo is a Sactu mon ana is pushing a prett.1 
straight workersit line actually and there is an old wise head who is an 
old CP tUY, who is trying to ~ush a fai rly critical line which is not very 
clear , of straivht ANC po~itics . 

So in one communi t y lime t~at you have these four traditions in the 
ANC which are being kind of replicated ana developed wi t hin that community. 

JF : I didn't ask you about internal colonialism, i~ tnat a debating point 
at all? 

DW: No,not for me anyway , bu~ for othe!'s like Raymond.Su~ton and others 
i t may be . Maybe JeremJ Cron• n too , I don ' t know , It 1sn t h~tly debated . 
Steven G:0. i> wrote a recent paper on it which wa s meant to stimulate the 
debate, for that debating group . But it is not sometr. ing, unless I'm wuy 
out of touch , that the broad left fervently discuss behind closed doors . 
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DW: In fact a lot of people feel that somist and marxist theory has 
developed beyond the orthodox SACP understanding of South African 
politics . 

And of society , such as the internal colonialism deabte and indeed 
the two stage theory of revolution . I think there are a lot of people 
who feel that that is not inteelectually acceptable, although as a prac tice 
it is possibly inevitable . 

Ironically it ~s intellectually unsound but in practice the only way. 

JF: Can you name a country in the world that hasn't gone through two phases? 

DW: Mocambique? 

JF: Mocambique •• I don't think it is terrific to have an alliance with 
the Catholica Church and the Chamber of commerce, but that is how Nicaragua 
got to be, they never would otherwise . 

To me it is just that I never knew any of these workerists being able 
to show me a country where a vanguard of workers moved into power ano still 
are . 

Dw: You are quite right but you can see the intellectual attraction •• 

JF: Yes , intellectual attraction is one thing. One of the reasons why I 
find tnis non-racialism, I mean the whole intellectual attraction part, is 
not an intellectual t hing , there is no ~hol$ body of theory around and 
by the same token, I don 't find any coherent support for it . 

You have that with a kind of feminism , you know black women and in 
the stru6 gle were told to make tea, and told af$erwards to figure out about 
the sexes. But at the same time I don 't advocate stoppiijg the revolution 
while we forced evry black man to make the tea. 

Dw : That is absolutely right . 

JF : As you said the first stage was a kind of liberal response of you 
know these are decent people and what do the cops know what they are doing 
and then saying they do know what they are doing. 

Do you remember being aware , was Barabaras situatmon a coming to grip 
with the facts that there were underground ANC people . Had you been aware 
of ~onan and ~utt~ners trials in '76 1 761 

Dw: Yes I had and I knew Tony HOlliday a bit and Granfield Christte, I 
was pret ty weell in touch with those trials and those kinds of people . 
Many of them I have to say I thought of as social misfits . I suppose we 
are all social misfits but some are more misfitted than others . 

Tony rlolliday being a classic case. 

JF: He is also handicapyed. 

Dw : Yes , but he is also a very strange odd guy . I knew him moderately weel. 
I was aware of those trials and I began to take an interest in things 

like braam Fisher and the Hivonia trial intrigues me . 
I knew that undergroNnd ANC activity was taking place and I had 

my sus .icions about Barabara for some tine . At that time one ' s postbox was 
f~ooded with mail from S~chab~ through to VOW and you knew like NUSO was 
a trade union recently formed and if I ' M not mistaken young Rob Alan go t 
h ld of the NJSO mailing list and systematical!~ sent to everybody a range 
of literatue relating to the ;NC and so one knew these guys were around . 
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DW: I didn ' t particularly Gpprove of them, at that stage . ~y the way 
when I was in England ,~ I met many ANC intellectual types.I was actually 
quite close to Ruth F\st as a matter of fact . 

And Harold w'olp:e,'in particular . I res. ected them a lot , both as 
activists and as intellectuals. So that was an interesting thing and I 
came back to ~ . A with a fair amount of sympathy obviously for ANC type 
positions. 

But a strong belief that it would be foolhard~ , Eiven the security 
police and their ab~ltiy to actually track down these people . 

TAPE 3 SIDI!. 2 

D:l to play a kind of cowboys and crooks game with the securtiy pcHice , they 
are professionals and we are amateurs. To try and tackle them as some knid 
of under5round untrained guerilla informations gatherer would be naive , that 
was the main tning ~ felt . 

~o one was aware that these activities took place , quite alot in fact 
the only t h i ng was I was irritated by receiving that stuff through the 
post because you learnt nothing from it at all . 

The stuff that was contained in Jlchaba or FO/ were a lot of propaganda 
and unrealistic , cuch of it was dealing with event3 that you nad lived through 
yourself and witnessed, and were being reintepreted froo a particular 
perspective . 

\fuich you knew not to oe an accurate protrayal of things, that was 
sort of waving a flag and hooray, but the fact was you didn't need to 
possess those documents because all they did was to get you into shit , if 
the policer.aided and they were found , you would get a sentence or whatever . 

So those docu11ents were a liability and an irritation and an amateur
ish approach to me , and got a lot of people into shit during that period . 
For possession of banned literature . 

JF: Which people , I dont remember. 
l~~"--

Dw': ~~~ko~nhof is une, and Elaine Mohammed , she is not white of course 
but one of the main things when she was raided was banned literature. 
'.'/hen they caught .Krayling and those t,uys when they were putting an anniversary 
of SACP,posters , when they raided thetr flats they were filled with literat
ure too . 

It happened they got nailed for tether things. Bnyway that is not the 
point - I was awrare tnose th1ngs were going on, but it seemed to me not 
the rig·. t way to conduct yourself if you were going to change things . 

JF: But isn't that like the ultimate kind of douole standarct for whites, 
you read in the paper that someone has blown up the power and t e~ get 
sen~enced and someone says in the paper these fools these children what do 
they think they are doin~ when you kn~w that that is part of what is going 
to change his country . 

One might say that is going to get me into trouble, it is a bit like 
Auret van He~rden saying I can't not go to the army , I'm $oo valuable . 
Jith bacaks it doesn't hold , but with whites it does . 

Dw: I thought very carefully aoout wha kind of progressive role you 
can play in that way and the one passport ot incompetence or to problems 
was to join the ANC because what you did then was t~ label yourself, get 
yoursl ef linked up with rank amate us like :Harius Scogn and get exposed 
through his leaky network probably . 

w'hen in fact th t is why the UDF is such a powerful vehicle and why 
a~dac can be possibly in the future . By actually not having those overt 
links by which they can just knock y~u off , but ~o very similar kinds of 
work anyway , inside the country , you c~n achieve a hell of a lot more . 
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DW ; And actually having those pieces of literature po s~ed to you didn 't 
change my consciuosness one bit , in fact dented it slightl y , I knew 
some thiz1gs •bout myself and then read the inteprestation of it . 

JF : But the devils advocate argument to that is of course if e~eryone 
felt that way t here would be no ANC and the government could JUst stop 
worrying. Are you saying don' get involved with literature , just make 
bombs '' 

dw : I ' m just sayin the literatur ~ as far as I'm aware doesn't advance anybodys 
knowledge or patriciapation in the struggle . 

JF. How many blacks I ' ve interviewed and asked what conscientised you, 
first t.ey di~n't know it existed ••• 

DW: By word of mouth , from these guys coming back from the island , I thouhgt 
that would be the main way . 

JF : And literature , even in the rural areas there is literature . It's just· 
like why do you 5uys bother making tons and tons of posters and badges 
that sa~ Jodac and UDF, I mean it is a dandy thing, it is advett ising. 

That is what the eighties have been about~ that the ANC , remember in 
1979 there was that funny badge with their symbol on it , it was the first 
thing I ever saw in the country that looked like ANC . 

In 1 85 it is kind of h rd to miss . If everyone said it is going to 
get you in rouble •• I mean where would you draw that line . 

What do you say to a motner who is asked to hide a (?) in her room , 
no , I ' m ttoo valuable, this is foolish . 

DW: I suppose it is different areas of operation , I'm thikking now of 
as a white intellectual who has read that stuff in different contexts 
and has got their ORn kind of analysis if the situ~tion that stuff is a 
waste . 

aybe to a black person who doesn't have access to those things it is 
an important conscientisin~ thing . For someQne like me , what I'm trying to 
say is I had seen that stuff before and in England 

.... 

JF : Some people haven't been to England . 

HW: You were asking about me really , ••• i t was an irritation in that it 
was a fairly dangerous endangering of a fair number of people who a . were 
not involved and had no intention of being , and left it on their shelf by 
chance for more then three days and 6 ot in a raid would get bust . 

It just struck me , that was in the white left circles . I don't think 
that that literature really does conscientiae one, white left people much . 
It might well be different. in the black community . 

I know my black friends in b . L listen to ~adi o Freedom like nobody's 
business , and I never do . 

JF: And you might say it sounds liKe propaganda. 

dw ; I do , I have listened to it and one of the reasons why I don ' t listen 
t o i t when I have looked at and analysed township unrest in Mhole over s 
rent struggle , and police repression which followed it , I have a moderat ely 
g~od imrression about what happened there . 
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DW: •• A~D if you listen to Radio Freedom it is because the facist S .A 
state is repressing the ropular democratic struggle of ANC (?) in Tomaholu 
and it is just not true . 

JF: So was tt not a factor , the ANC? 

Dw: It was a factor in so far as say they probably are some ~adres in that 
~rea who are playing quite a key role and certainly there &re a lot of 
UDF people who are doing act~vities which are in the same path as ANC people . 

But I think oome of the claims that the A~C have made over radio Freedom 
and in ~fchaba have sent people to the death penalty , Bobby ~ithsobe abd those 

guys, blowing up Sasolburg. ANC claimed that and claimed the guerrillas who 
ddd • • • etc etc and they went on tri~ and hung for it . 

JF: But once tney were caught they themselves•eren't going to say they were 
not realted to it? 

Dw: As it happened confessicns were forced out of them anyway, it was an 
open and shut case but the fact of the matter was the ANC so penly and 
proudly claimang it ana it was used as evidence in court againgst these 
guys . 

It was read out , all the evidence in mitigation that I listened to 
mignt have amounted to nothing anyway b~t it was rendered zero when S~chaba 
was pulled out by the prosevut Jr, I for6et his name now , a lttle blonde guy. 

The .nc didn't do those 0Uys any favours I'm afraid , of course they are 
martyrs and heros now •• 

JF: Yes but Sasolburg did the S .A struggle . 

DW: Oh of course it was a wonderful thing and people s i ng songs about 
it now , it is part of thepopular mythology . 

JF: I guess I'm not one to talK , I'm ne t even related to .• but having inter
~iewed so many blacks, evn ~eorge (?J today and he, you know him so it was 
not just bravado, saying, in the context, and he was earnest and he was 
saying t hat the way people say we are prepared to die, about a certain situation 
that is the way people feel, the cops weee there and even the wa3 the people 
talk about the skirmishes in the townships . 

It's so very different from whites and agian that is S .A and that is 
the role of whites, -there is no point in saying you will sit on top of Wits 
university witha gun, 

It was a bit evident at your meeting on Wednesday when people , is that 
Tobys father? 

ihl: The guy with the beard? 

JF: The bald guy , Simon Radford . Anyway whoever it was when the came up about 
is everyone being cared f~r, 

dw; No that is not nis father, that is a completely mad; crazy guy. He is , 
it is rather complicated, there is a young black activist from the Vaal 
called Simon Nkaul i works at race relations , who is gay , and this is his 
lover , and Simon and he were splitting up , in facet Simon had split up 
with him when he got detained (~imon) and he has been trying to regain Sim~n's 
affettions and he is avtually obsessed with Jimon . The ~rruon ~uou are talk~ng 
about is ~imon Nkodi . 
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Dw: Toby's parents weren' there , he only has a mother and stepfatner. 
They are called ~auline and David Sc~tt. 

JF: The dynamic that emerged, it was embarrassing to me, and you would 
kind of diplomatically make points about it, but it was just interesting 
to me Elaine Mohammed and all the figures in her fa mily being so tolerant 
pretty callous , well, just the lack of thought,. does Evans have a support 
group? rhat is a big concern. It is a big concern to me but I know that 
he has go t everyone and his falliily will come up from P E and his father 
is very influential, the reality is 1453 people G± whatever have a support 
~roup and the six of them that are white, , yeu know that kind of thing. 

I'M saying every once in a while , I mean I'm very moved it was great 
talking to you, and the whites I 've interviewd, the proportion is so low 
and yet I've interviewed people becasue of nvn-racialism, so in large part 
I ssand in awe, but every once in a while that will reassert itself and 
it is just S.A and it is not that it should be different, •• 

DW: The dynamics of that DPSC meeting was really horrendous, because 
what tends to happen is whenever you get new waves Gf detentions, Shepherd 
people like that suddenly come in not being for months or for the first time 
and you go back to square one with those guys and thank heavens they drop 
out . 

rhat is our one saving grace otherwise we wouldn't survive as an organ
isation oecause I can't put up with those meetings . The other thing is we have 
this kind of madcap crowd of students joining us • • I mean that Jeremy guy 
he just goes blindly into amzingly difficult situations without having any 
idea of the consequences endangering not only the peeple he is with but 
himself, and trying to keep some rei~s on thmse guys has been a real problem 
for us. 

JF: What us your title, professor? 

Dw: No , I 'm a doctor phd anthropology . 

JF: And you are a lecturer of anthroplogy at ,/its . Is there a title of 
the DP!::iCrf 

DW: We don't have any office bearers at a~l 

JF: Are you anexecu tive of any organisation? 

D~v : No . 

ends 


