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Interview with Amy Thornton 

JF Mainly I ' m interested in that question about the lesson of the ' 50s. 

I mean for someone who ' s aot that perspective which is so few people 

do, I mean, a re there other people ac t ually in LvF who are ~c tive 

now who were active in COD? 

A No t from COD. I mean there ' s people like lollie ~lir. .di , and Oscar 

who were in ANC bu t I think I ' m the only one left in Cape Town from 

COD . 

JF And in Joberg, is ftjust Helen? 

A There ' s Hele n, and well look,I think the Barde~think or consider 

themselves support~rs of the UDF . People don 't individually join 

the JDF, it' s an a ffili ation of organisations and I don 't know 

of they've joined any of the other organisations which a re a ffili a ­

ted but, I think in CT I suppose I am . 

JF So um , md any o f the young peopl e ask you about, did you ever give 

advice a bout things from various of your experience ~ 

A Yes , um , ja ••• 

JF Can you tell me any instances? 

A I s et very embarrassed about talkinr about mysel f like this but I 

••• what has happened I think, I think I 'm reaching the age where 

apart from being an historical monument I'm becoming an elder , 

in that I find that sometimes in terms of people having disputes 

so~etimes personal ity, sometimes ideological, that •• on a few occa­

sions I have been asked •• wouldn ' t say ediate but sit in on a dis­

cussion to resolve ('ti.H) disputes . And urn , for exa!Tlple, .A is 

having a meeting on a4nday after noon - now I have not stood for re­

••• I have been on the executive for two years, I have not stood 

this year- I don't want to be deeply involved on an organisational 

level , you know of meetings and so on. 

They ' re having a meeting on Sunday - ah , it' s an internal thing. 

There have been a lot of conflicts and criticisms and so on and so 

the executive is organis ng a meeting whe re people will really have 

an opportunity discuss . And Liz Abrahams who was once , and I have 

been asked to chair this meeting - why , ecause we 're both old , we 've 
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A both been involved in the ' 50s and they want us to introd~ce it by 

talkinr about co~radeship and discipline and how people function 

and so on as a short sort of input and then chair "' meeting '"bich 

~ay poss i bly be quite a crimonious because han And I will be ~c cepted 

as older people ( as what ) As olde r people , I suppose who have 

been involved for s o me time . (You a nd who?) Oh sorry , Liz Abr ahams -

we call he r Nana . 

JF Aha. Let me jus t make sure - I \-.rant to ge t back to the white kind 

of thing. I mean the time that you were out with the kids and your 
'allne:D eh: 
••••• it wasn't a ctually such a bad time to be out . I mean (it was 

sort of, there wasn ' t ~uch happening) there wasn ' t much (Ja) How do 

you feel now? Do you feel like its the Congress being lived a ll 

over again? The Congress movement of the old times or is there, are 

t here differences? 

A Well, fir s t of all t he re weren ' t so ~any f a ctions and organisa tions . 

That is first of all . ~econdly , the b i g difference I se e is tha t •• 

well>I think this is one issu e I don ' t think the most i mportant , 

you know I can ' t assess it - this kind of thing of democracy , I 

think quite often within t he politica l organis tions democracy has 

gone 1'118.d , bec ause in the ' 50s we had an elec •• election. vie elected 

officials and comn ittees and empowered t h e m to ac t for a particular 

period . If a t any time people thought they were ac ting inconectly 

one called a special meet ing and kick them out or else c a ll up ••• 

whe n the re was a conference a year later , assess what they had done 

and decide whether or not to re-elect them . 

Bu t here we had a situation where a n execu tive was elected say for 

the Cape ~DF but they couldn ' t •• they we r e hamstrung for taking deci ­

s ions because all the delegates to the council mee ting to take t h e 

decision one by one , would be SAying oh , we don't have a mandate 

and they ' d have to take things back to the organisations and bak to 

their co mmittees and back to their branches because we have to get 

down to the grass roots democr~cy . ~o by the time things have gone 

b~ck , b~ck , back to g r ass r oot s ~nd back , back , back to the General 

Council the issues were no longer 1r gen t . 

And I could never unde rstan d why they elected an executive and never 

a llowed them to take a decision. And that to Fy mind , they ' ve go t 

this de~ocr cy thing and ••• it ' s a round the twist , you know . It •• 

it • s kind of •• • I don ' t know , what a re the words - its just de mocracy 
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A gone mad . That to my mi nd , is not what de~ocracy is - if. you elec t 

peopl e ,·rely you elect the eca se you t r i""'t them nd you kno~,o1 

that they ' re r oing to •• they ' ve got a ~andate . There is a declar a ­

tion , a policy; a conferenc e decides on policy , t'l1ey ' ve ro t a m-"l.n­

date1if t Ley don ' t act within the mandate you c a nmll a confe r enc e 

a nd kick them out . 3ut to make every dec ision , have to ro back 

to the br anches of 40 organis, tions before you can, you know , ok ••• 

you can ~Jo to the other extreme and bulldoze decisi ons throue;h bt. t 

I think that one r eally needs to find a happy ... edium which enables 

us to func t i on q~i ckly and respond and ac t in situations. 

JF And wovld you say t.m , to get back to the ouestion of similarities , 

t h e differences with the ' 50s . I mean does it s eem to you that this 

is very .uch the ' 50s tradition with the you know •• when UDF was 

la 1nched did you think nov1 this is ••• hooking back to COD and the 

Congress ~ ovement . 

A Ah , you know , t hat ' s an awkward question. Ok , ¥hen they ••• e quating 

UDF and A! C I mean (ja) yo 1: know on such ••• 11 t .. I c e rtainly , seeing 

a ll the people there wati an exhiler atinp exrer ience . I ~ean I , well 

I missed o1t on the Congress of DeLoc r ats nd here I am at a really 

historic occasion (~umbled)yes , I ja ; I don ' t now if you've Feen 

t~e filllis f the DF l aunch , a nd I uean it ca;tures to so~e degree 

(ja) the tremendous feelin~ and there we r e people t here who kind of 

crawled ou t of the \·•oodwork who hadn ' t been seen for twenty year s 

and it was a n absolutely wonderful thing. 

And the resnonse of delegates and the meeting to anything to do with 

the Congress Alliance and the Freedom Charte r you k now •• a nd the way 

people we r e talking about workin • class ~tr ggle , it was really tre­

H;endous . It v1as really SOtte thing , very , very s ecial ; you know I 

really felt thrilled to be t here . 

JF Did you feel urn , t ha t a s a white t he re was a pl a ce for you t ha t 

mi ght have been lacking in the BC e r as and the l ulls t1at •• . 

A I wasn ' t all ••• I wasn ' t very ••• ok , let me put it this way , I wasn ' t 
) 

really strongly aware of the \'/hole 3C moverr.ent be c "l se I \-.ras away~ a nd 

a~o t of the ~me and I wasn ' t reading t he literature and s o on. 

I knew t here was a Bl ack Con s ciousness ~ovement ~nd a h •• what was 

your question again. 
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JF Did you feel t hat as a white person that being at the lauch •• ! mean 

it was exc ting for a lot of reasons but as a white was it exciting? 

A Yes , it was exciting as a whi te, but I had always had this total 

conviction that urn , there is a place fo r the whites ; that ah , ~nd 

the whites , I don ' t li ke to say the whites :HX~~~· in S . A. it so,nds 

pa tronisin!) , I don ' t mean it that way b ut \-.rhi tes have been there fo r 

a long time a nd I rean they are not ~oinc to forpet and I do believe 

t here ' s t he possibility for a non r Qcial , rea l de~ocr•cy in S. A. I 

never doubted t he fact ar.d I •• I always used to say •• speaking to other 

whites , who vould say , like Dennis Goldberg was a fool , he stuck 

his neck out and look hat ha ppened to thim , he ' s wasted his life . 

~nd I would say Dernis r.oldberg is a reaso n t na t you have a claim to 

live in ~ . A . It ' s beca .. se of Goldber g t hat you ' ll be able to say 

there is a place f or w~ ites in S . A. beca,se he ' s been will i ng to be 

in that position. 

And I really do believe that we ' re no t going to ge t rid o f all the 

white s in S . A. and •• but I think there are far s tronDer raci a l feeling s 

t han we o f ten give credit fo r. he re ' s a lot o f hostitlity and anrer, 

even among people who are ideoloric~lly who wo1 ld not espou~e as ~C . 

But it ' s been \•Tond:rful for exat ple , to 1.1eet people like ~era Lecota , 

Popo ul efi; people who were from the very sort of cr adle of the BC 

!-.ove ent who 'd :::!'ent sort of ten years on 'obben lsland&beca 'Se of 

tn~ir contact with Nel son nnd Godelman Eetjie and people like that 

Growinr t'brough t heir bl-ck conscious to the acce nt ance of a non racial 

de rr,ocracy . 

1.nd I went to the AZASO annual. . which was once held in C. T. and t hese 

people had just co~e out of jai l , just been •• and I heard them speak 

for t he fir s t ti rue and i t was treuendous and ~he n I ~e t rera agai n 

a nd Popo ... nd all. ••• beca se of LDF and they \!ere s o kind of free of 

racial i sm and it had really been s ome thing t hat t hey had really a nd 

truly wo r ked through . 

JF Did they kno>t who you \vere. 

A Ja ••• becaLse I knew Nelson you see and Go?win and all that and appa­

rently in jail as ~ say people relive ex!'e r iences again and agai n . 

JF So did they know who you were: 
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A I thinV. they did- no , no I ' m •••• (as •• ) : ~e t Te ra the first ti~e I 

chaired the meeting he spoke .~Bape Town the first time , in Oboerva­

tory - there was a meeting . 

JF Ok , can I use •• can I ask you have you ever gotten any evidence whether 

it was him kno\-.ring who you were , e;ome recognition , card or so nething 

that, after the period of ac, there were young blacks qct~ally knew 

abou t and cared abou t the ' 50s and that ~eriod and knew the role of 

ivhites,.:he~ mean you could come rraybe in 1975 ~nd ask a black in 

Soweto hnd he ever heard of rr~m Fischer and ~e rrobably would have 

said no . And yet because of the resurgence of Congress traditions 

and stuff everyone ( ja )you kno"' · I :Jean do you have anything about 

that (ja) I n.ean I'm wondering if you ' ve ever; like Jeremy has kind 

of ~rranged for e to see some black- Xhumbela (l~lcom Xhumbela yes) 

who knew about Jeremy's trial (that's right)-interesting thing for 

h im some affirmation that blacks knew who he was and ,ctu~lly taken 

some kind of comfort from it at a certain time . Have you ever had 

any ex}erience like that where you Know, where you were out of it for 

a while and that it ••• ? 

A .ihat has happened to ll'e is that you know the ••• certainly in my time 

if you were ••• I suppose I was relatively well known say among Cape 

Town a rea amongst \rc people because of my position as Secretary , 

also because for years I had been involved in study classes and things 

like that . And they give people nick names and one day they ca,.1e 

t o me and they told me : do you knovT v1ha t your nickname is - your 

nickname is •·onnheba or something like , I can ' t pronounce it properly 

sort of like mother- I don ' t know ••• wnat . And I would ••• and it has 

happened to me on r.ore than one occassion tl!at I ' ve been sor.ev1here , 

parti c Ll arly with l.i ldred - sear, you see- she speaks , she's African 

3feaking , Xhosa and she 'll ~rab hold of .y arm and she 'll say to the 

women, ' do you know who this is - this is hongnheba ' or someone and 

feople will say oh , like they knew . I don't know. 

~m , certainly I .. it and of course there are African people whom I did 

not .ar 1..icul a rly rerrember where I ' d spoken at r;.eetings for Kom - . 

(180) ..;i ven lect res and thin0s like th.:l.t . And like ·.alcorn Kumbula 

for instance, I conldn ' t quite remerr.ber him ; he ' d come out of Robben 

Island and he came to the house here , there was some function or some­

thing and he grabbed hold of me and he you kno, , ~nd I hadh 1
t ~articular­

ly remembered him. I reme~bered Zollie and Oscar and that nnd he 
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A t11rned to rr:y child and said your mother was so thin, which always 

does my heqrt good to hear . And I ' d obviously been at meetings with 

him and things that he had remembered more than I had . It~ very 

'heartwarming and so on. 

JF m, do you think that the •• the questi~n rm askinr everyone coz its 

so interesting to get different ~erspectives - do you think that tnis 

is a usef1l endeavo1r to try and look Qt the role of w~ites obviously 

within a framework , you know , no~ tryine to say that they're any 

bigrer ••• r 

A Yes , I think it's very i mportant . As I say , the white population is 

not eoing to disappear . ~ lot of racial feeling exists and I thi~~ 

that tne fact that there are whites who have played , how do you know , 

minorer role - just means that it's not j ust a straight black-white 

issue and I think that~ very i mportant . 

In the same way I always feel it ' s you know , in terms of the Nazis , 

I ' m always telling my children, you ynow the number of people who 

died in the ca~ps, 650 thousand, non Jewish Ger mans who had resisted 

and died in ca~ps and I think that is irrportant - you know , that all 

kinds of human resistance to tyranny is important . And I think in 

smme ways it has been hard for whites, particularly in the ' 60s 

when the Congress was banned . 

~oue whites who remained to actually still stand out and in such 

isolation. 4nd don't forget that the African co~rades in that period 

also with •• fo und themselves withdrawn from the strLggle - there was 

nothin~ happening and they sort of- take Oscar for example, he opened 

a shop ••• and you know f"Ot on \·lith living until l'ood and Canning 
resur- . . dlje wasn 't re-br.mned was "erected and bann~ngs exp~re , · and carne 

bacK in Food and Canning and then you know , was arrested etc . 

It r·appened to a certain extePt although for ye[trs I r emember him \'/ell) 

for years he was out of things and withthe UDF people have been coming 

back . 

,'.nd people like I o~Gumbliela a re different - they came out of jail 

in a period when there was activity again , straight back into activity . 

So was rera Lac- r: nd others . But there w~ a very, very ah •• quite a pro­

longed per;od that there was almost no politic&l activity and I think 

the t iscory of l:l.ll political JtovemenU. will sho\'t this kind of ebb and 

flow of heavy activity and periods of ~ractic~lly noting happeneng. 
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JF I'm interested in this Hhich relates a bit to, to know , it's obviously 

to the issue being white, to tie •• but I don't ~now if I c nn ask the 

question very well bu t I'm just wondering how in those years you 

bridged the cultur~l gap. I mea n you felt you g rew out of yo1r white 

thing ••• 

A Well , let me •• look • • it was ~ lonely periodbecause if I wac totally 

honest it was imposs ible to have friendships across the colour line 

during that period . Like they had the Group Areas Act , they introduced , 

the townships you know were out; people not being able to meet socially 

a nd no\ofhere to go soci" lly. And I think if I am rE'Slly 'Poenst I never 

made a kind of personal friend a mong the rank and file ANC r ernbers 

because there wasn ' t all that rr uch in common. 

I me Rn , I ' m sure we had things i n common politica lly a nd were comrades 

who worked torether ~ nd so on. m the people I r ot to know better 

a nd I don ' t know , does it sound snobbish ; I knew Jusaf Dabe , I mean 

I ' m l ucky that I knew all th Cl t s ort of era of people and t hey v1ere 

the people one was aEQOciating with, they were the people at whose 

feet I sat . ~he, the very working class comrades that I can, because 

across, people that I worked with in s t udj classes; I don ' t say 

I was the teacher ~nd they the pupils and I had no tinp to do with them> 

but there wasn't ~uch s ocia l contact . ~ocial contact a mong black 

~tudents t here wa s , ~nd s o on. And I think that I'm not ashamed of 

tha t because I think its an hone s t a ssessment of how things were . 

It's different now , because first of all , the bl~ ck urban popula tion 

i s so much .. ore sophi s tic !.'! t ed a nd the •• I mean a nother thing tha t 

interes ted Me ~mongst the young people were the love relationships 

across the colour line tha t were opening und flourishing. There was 

nothing like that in my time . The Immorality Act was beinc rigidly 

appl ied, there wa s nowhere tha t you cot- ld go , t .. ere \'las nowhere that 

you could live . ~o that a l s o kep ~ people apart socially and that 

has changed , t ha t ha s been a big cha nge in this t ime . 

JF MMM. Ano t her thing i s )there wa s such a period probably e s ecially 

when you were more you know , not involved wi t h things, when there 

especially amonr whites who were beco~ing , rovin~ leftwaDd , a rea l 

disdain a nd contempt for l i berals ~ nd rea lly for other whites . You 

kno,., , I think some 
? 

in a certain way ~bout e rubodie s that. 

I mean he' s with the bl~cks a nd he doesn't ha ve a ny qua ndries a bout 

things . ~o you think its •• there i s a new emphasis on re · chinr out 
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JF to other whites? I mean could you just picture somebody like ~raham 

.loch , he goes on a nd on ~bou t the need for that and they're ••• do 

you feel that t hat ' s i mportant and that's soruething ne'·' and different 

to the ' 50s? I ~ean did you a ttenpt in the '50s to ~tick to your 

next dar neighbour and tr~ co tell them abou t the brid~e?Freedom •••• ? 

A Yes . The eOD tried to hold meetinc s that whites would at tend . I 

remember we u sed to hire a room in the city Hall , the Robing Room or 

somethin Jwhich could hold about 60 people and if 20 people t • rned u p 

we thou~ht that \olas quite a big deal . That's h0\'1 small it was . 

~xcept when the •• Lut ~uli c a~e to C. T . and suddenly the whites wanted 

to hear this black man ; it sort of took off like a prairie fire . 

And we h~d this huge meeting in the Drill Hall in C . T . and hundreds 

of whites came~ it was predominantly blac ks but it was· the first time 

we had s een so 'llany Vlhi tes who wanted to hear ....,uthuli. 

~ hat there is today o f cours e , ? re more and more wh ites who a re deeply 

c oncerned about what is havpening here and not just hear wha t the 

blacks have to say. t..DF is the only forum through "'hich they can hear. 

But t"I-J.ere :>..re 1any things besides • OF t h ere' s another •• ! mean another 

orga nis tion like the End Conscription Committee and they held a meet­

ing i n the Clairmont town hall which I ~ttended ~nd I was.am •• 

Iv~n Thomas spoke at t~is meeting. n e was warv •• first time I ever 

heard him , he was t e rrific . I ~ean his k ind of sincerities-shines 

out absol utely beautifu l and I was amazed . here was this a udience 

- 85;• l-rhi te in a packed hall and to talk about conscription. I would 

say not even a year aeo, if they had tried to c a ll a public meeting 

abou t ending conscription t h ere wo ld have been a t iny a udience and 

85, of the peopl e would have been hurling abuse at t he speakers . 

Times a re de finitely changing . 

JF rtre you going to change in that regard o r do you fee l that you •• ! ~ean 

I wou ld think in some ways t ha t you would ' ve felt so badly treated by 

whites and hav i ng been s o isola ted and , one throurh a ll t hose bannings 

and so forth, I mean do you think that •• do you ever try to t~lk t o 

othe r whites , I me a n a re you c onv inced.:bou t that kind of work ' 

A Li sten , I ••• c a n't say that I ' m uoing to knock on doors and th~t b~ t 

I talk to whi tes w~erever I am . I act a lly quite like p e ople even if 

they 're white you ~now , and I ' ve got uite strong feminist ideas b u t 

I don ' t hate men . I like men; I don 't have feeling s about categories 
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A about people , I really don ' t . 

JF Do you g o out with million signatures, do you try at dinner parties 

to talk to other whites? Have you ever converted some whites to 

UDF? 

A I don ' t thin~ I ' ve converted bu t I do know that people are more 

willing to listen and a lot of people who used to be qui te antagonistic 

to my ideas, now come and ask me questions abo t what I thin~ is 

happeninr. I h~ve not been a good or5anisational person like Gaby 

Schapiro who is fantastic . I mean really •• she ' ll go ~nd stand with 

pl acards and she ' ll knock on doors - she ' s marvellous . I mean she 

is a most exceptional person. 

''ell , I won't say I ' ve done it all in my life and I ' m not doing it 

now , I ncttnlly just don ' t feel like doine it . Which makes me not 

such a wonderful person. 

JF I ~ean a re you cynical about the scope for it? 

A No , not at all , not at all. I don ' t have any cynicism 4bo t it . I 

have lots •• as I say I se t kind of get short tempered and angry about 

the factionalism •• but I do not have cynicism about the work . 

And I wish I had •• ! think it involved a lot of sort of personal hassles 

- maybe I ' m makin& exc oes bv.t I wish I had the energy to do \vhat Gaby 

does but one thing I ' ll tell ~ou something: I ~ean becaAse I don ' t 

like high profile, to stand in ~he street with a placard is for me an 

agony - I can actv.ally remember being quite vlad that I was banned in 

1959 beca se I had a real reason not to go and stand with a placard 

in the street . You know I wasn ' t sort of renag ing ny duty; I hate 

that kind of thing. 

JF Hov1 old are yo <• r kids ? 

A They range from almost 22 to the baby is 16 . 

JF rre they boys or :irls. 

A My eldest is a boy and I have three gi r ls . 

JF So does that conscription issue hit you personally? 
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A Well , my son went to school overseas -~en he wa s nearly 16 and he did 

s choolinG in I urnsey in Channel Isl~nds and then he came back here
1 

but he wanted to do Uotel Management wnd so he went to London to do 

that and he qualified a nd h e was then faced wi t h a tre~endous dilemma . 

Because there was no kind of f uture for him in Europe, his family was 

here and no jobs to be had there e nd so he came back here f a cing the 

posoibili ty :hat he might be called up. r. ow I. . my son is not particu­

larly poli ticol, he certa inly doe sn ' t like apartheid , he really doesn ' t 

want to j o in the ;;> . n • a rmy .'l.nd I was cor .• forting mysel f with the thought 

that if he did have to go , you see I know , I mean , I couldn ' t expect 

my s on, beca1se I think that is a personal decisionJto go to jail for 

6 years with cons cientious •• you either , well he~ not a co~Fcientious 

objector althouc h he loathes the s ystem and doesn ' t \lmnt to fight for 

it - ~ think tis is the case with qui t e a lot of young me n and I don ' t 

think one can instrLct people to c o to jail for 6 years . 

And I used to comfort my self with the thought that if he was called , 

well being s ort of cc t ''ally r ualified in c a tering at this level that 

he ' s c oing to be used in the army in s ome line of c~tering for officers 

or s omething like tha t. Its unlikely he'll co into combat anywhere . 

Anywa~ we were s a ved from the final kind of steps beca~se he ~ot a job 

at Sun City and call up papers arrived to me; he ' d been given deferment 

each year and we sent these papers off to h 7m and the Peronnel ~anager 

at Sun City rhoned the c~stle and said : have got a South African who 

has got call up papers , i s s omebody liying in Bophutatswana liable;and 

the re' s one blessing to be had for our so calle d inde pendent states . 

'T'hey are not liable, not in S . A. oo he ' s workin," in Sun City . I don ' t 

know how lonr he will work there but I do feel at least whatever deci­

s ion he makes is his dec ision- he ' s nearly 22 and if he c omes to work 

in S . A. he will then be liable for a call up . 

And I still feel , having had the experience of 5 star hotels and a ll 

this they will u se him in that kind of ca~acity . Vou know it~ some­

thing I c omfort my self with - sur e I would be, I .on't sPy I'd be more 

proud o f him , I " ould give him every support if he was a c onscientious 

objector ~nd •• but I ~m .don 't feel I ' m in a position to talk f o r my 

son. You &hould r o to jail or shoul d do this or that . I think that 's 

a persona l decision he 'll have to make . And I ' m very ~lad i ts been 

postponed . 

JF You said at one point your position in the Con~ress, you were Secreta ry. 

We re you Secretariat : 
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A _he •• when the Con0 ress o f the People •• the campaign before its start 

-ed they formed a joint cont;ress alliance, you kno.,., nationally and 

then re"ionally a nd in C . ~ . there was a joint con. ress Commi t tee on 

w ich there sat re~resentatives of the COD , the ANC and SACPO . And 

I was secre tary of that committee . 

JF Can you just •• this is kind of summing up but ca n you kind of sa y in 

your , ~rticulate in your words w1at you would see to be the role of 

whi t es and how you , do yot· feel it's cha nged over the years Do you 

think there ' s a different kind of role , a more s cope for r ole for 

whites now than in the ' 50s? 

A Now look I ~hink that , unless you 're a sort of r "lbid conserv<:. tive 

1.arty person , if you're \·!hi te, you ' re worried , you s ee the writing 

on the wall and a re very anxious and I know t~at lots of young 

a ffluent whites are trying to make new starts in places like CanadaJ 

Australia and ~merica but those who can a fford it ard have professions 

a nd ex~ertise to export or lots of money . B~t the ma jority of whites 

a re here and they~e goin~ to stay here a nd I believe t hey will a djust 

to the s ituation. 

I mean I think o f the kind of tik I used to hear obout Zimba bwe from 

whites who used to come on holiday for some its been very but 

t rey rave in fact adjus ted t o the s ituation and they're surviving. 

I eally be lit.ve this will happen here as well . 

JF Adapt or die . 

A Ja , ja. And people do a dapt and the more they adapt the more they ' re 

goin6 to find its not so terrible . I think tha t t his is a beautiful 

rich, conntry ... ,ith f,ntas~.ic potentiul a nd why , sure I ' d like to 

see a r r a l socialist de rroc r a.cy in S . A. I think even if we get rid 

of apartheid even in terms o f capitalism , it will be such a n unleash­

ing of crea tive ability and you know , I believe in the slogan which 
II they chant at meetings: Pu t the things from Mozambi que : the Aluta 

Continuau- the str ggle continues . But I think t he re are victories 

to be ga ined a long the way . Haybe, people say you know , you 're old 

t 1 t . . . timmedia te , th . 1 .
11 and he on y n~ng ~s one s rea ,revo.L,. t~on , ~n e soc~a m~ eneum 

and I don 't think~hat happens ••••• 


