
Po c 1 

l nterviC!w : ~:Jymond 'lu1tner 

Q ••• 1 the sense of urn, he did not expect to be caught and all ~hat 

a~~ ~; had a different sort of background polftically . He wasn ' t 

rea l ly underground in the sense that we were undercround . 

was a difference, 

So there 

Q Ok , mayb e •• di d you cet a St~se eve n wi th Ma ttew ••• with Jenkin and 

Lee wi th A, how much later with • • •• 

A Sorry , how much 

Q When did you come in , what year? 

A 1°78 . Ja, Jenkin and Lee• , there wasn ' t such a big •• there was :J 

fair ag e gap but it wasn ' t ••• there were differences in the way 

t l1 o t t 11 e y h a d b e en ', r.., i n e d a n d a 11 t 11 a t , T t i 1 o ugh ~ ) or t h e u a v .._ 11 .., y 
rn . 

I rr.e !'! n there t•as a b ' g er d ' f"'"nrcncc '2'uecr., r uci1 tJ.:. ge "' dif f e r ~" r ) 

:...eL t een RcrfreltJ Chris~·~ nnd ry ,... el f ~ay, ju,...t · r. Li.e ba c '· r ,cj ,~li ·· 

''rall;. 

Q C'·, Cc.lr'' 8 "' ~ , ua-- . ..., r .. ra' ly, T · hC'ugtl ~ IJC? wa'"' ' · :::n ·- ••• 

A ~ C, i.e ~>1as tll us. 

Q L·.mnt ~c sa y ny Lh.:.ng ciJru t ins· rlr~ and ti1;:1'. I me an 

wllaL ''BS .i ' , ·- ' ~e t•Jilcn ••• Lo hear about chat now? 

A Look here I MDn't think thot anyone has qDt the right to condemn 

someone who has done 20 years. Not hi ng ge t s r ubb ed out by that. 

I thin k it is unfortunate however, that he anuld have brok en ran ks. 

Bu t I t hi nk t hat the r e was a ••• this wa s in process , in progress 

these neootati:nns, even before e~nd I think that t·Je rr.u ot ... th at the 

person is il "'n ec~ an .. ' L<J say,.. I cl' d not i1 ve tho strengL'1 t,.. g 
. ~ 

I VC1U • ·n rlergr "n · ~,.,~ 
. ' . ,... ... ........ .,.nee, 11 

r- ~ ~ E"I'\J.. '-n !. n a ., · , , -~n L''"'r '~ un 

~nulL never l ~rce '·t.c .... +C" ~'"'cl I r•• J. i 

• 'I • n t ., 

t• l.r:: c-1 as i t ond ""' ) : -'-11 t ; J-:u3 ~ ; o very m r~:r '·una Le 11u+ I +,jj ...,,. ,....,, 

'1U ""' ~ und!:!rs L .. d '' '1E?rs n fnl ~ :1c ~;n:;+ cou dn ' t c rry on and he tn"' 

· n ·,. c.. <'~ • • • n"t i n · ,....J a~icn, bu ' i1e t'<Hl in relatively 5onlot ed cern-

pared to the other Rivonia pec..ple. 
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Interview : Raymond Sutner 

Q Ch c •••• other bl2~~n. 

A Becauoe there were loto of peopl n 'T'fJLinrl ']iving him surpori.:;. Wilen I 

came in he said do you tl1ink yo w·u serv'"" your whole "'DntE?ncc! 

I o a i d y P C" an d ' r .,~ ttl a C" a c.. :r t t f up :&e · t in g f o r him c ..,. h e hHl ,.. h o""' i 11 

I I•I Oulc ' C""'"' ~ no, " 4 ~i1 u victJ to 1:n c r io~g cuL. Yuu r,eo I t. n·' , · :,e 

a cJiflerE?nL 'n LcrE?st . I hocJ V· rec nc:.le myself' tC' servin all; 

ttJi l ere a s h c lw ci ' ' 
··"... II ,., 2 ",a~ "' e da:.t "C l' .. ll :~.::.1 Lc ·rC!c, •: 1ic~1 I 

I I • I 
w11- I c ru~. ~o ~ t'S 

Di dn 1 
• i1 c ve Ki~,..,cn t=~ '.:. ',? 

A 11, Ki ' son IH35l~ ~t y u see, (I · ~o10 1u) but l1e wouldn 1 ;; h ve '"'omecne 

p2rm nently en 1; f'o, you know, ti1at is what I me a n. Li 1~e the ~;~uys 

on the ! o land. 

Q Ja , but were they close in those 20years they we re together? 

A Were they close? (Ja) Ja , I think you should ask them ; the i~ relation­

ship you know . 

Q Ck and is it true that 18 othe~have signed this ••• (Idon ' t knmu) 

A Th e press says 'iob Allen and RenfrC!W have <- irmed i.Jut I don ' t knrtJ . 

Q And vou don ' t want La o y anything abcut ••• 

A rJo, I woul1n ' ·i:; 1.:. 1·.2 to , cr1nmr::mt. 

A 

n 

A 

' I 1 ; 1 
• c '!; c c .... rr, c, '· • 

bu~ I I .-..u:,..·- ' ~ 1 ~'~e 't... cu 

"" ,.... .o ..... ~c+ u;"3 ly 

1en . :don ' t r ~, , j 

h ~ I '"'' Lt I t 

ppened. 

L~, can vo~ ••• just to ~-tt · n~ i' [1 J I. m get i.:; in g '· 0 '· 11 e n :::J 0 ' n d ;; h t 

~ ,.... it fin · si1ing; juoL ti1e ge ' 'i ng out Rn' eyneriencing anytt1.i.ng. 

H1d you been thin!~!nq ~his io what I am ~Din.J tJ do when I QBt out or 

personally and politically? 

Wel l , I have thought of leaving you knm.J. But because 1 · '1gined 

•,,., · ng bennod and so forth end th t would not be very ef f~ '"'ti"" 1r:d 

~1 1 .hat and maybe ••• I don ' t w<mt to give ttH?m the suggo(O'tr 11 1 ,.,fl 
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Interview: Raymond Sutner 

A that they should ban me so I sh ouldn't say th at but , the situation 

has changed a f air amount and possibilities for leading a fairly 

human existence and politically interesti ng existence, effective 

existence .. is now available as a result of the very important 

struggles th at ot her people have wag e d . The state has had to try 

and give the illusion of , mcrE space for democratic activity ; well 

not illusions , in reali ty as well . An d I am one of the beneficia­

ries because I am not banned or arnthing. 

I got a job very soon which was very nice and had an a cademic j ob 

ever since then . 

Q You felt that there's limitati ons on you as an ex political prisoner? 

A Well in some senses , not limitations # in some senses you are created 

like a celebrity. I do ~ • t kn ow if it is bec~~se I was in jail but 

I was invited as o visiLng lec tu rer on ly OITE or twice befure I went 

to jail but since I have com e out or jall I seem to be continuously 

visiting lecturer at just ab out every univers1ty includi ng Gtel len-

bosch . So mayne ••• it has been a great odvan [;a!:_e, I am not sure. 

Vou •• di~ yLu speak at Stell enbosch? 

A I l1ave been ••• did a wl1ole 1 [; of leci;"res there ; Stelleni.Josci , 

" •• 

,IJ, 

m todes , J.i. ts , :..iCT , Durl1an. So ::. r · hat sen s e it i s n c t EJ pro b 1 em 

but I t:1.i.nk L.h at th e l.i.mi [; s o. lerance, [;here i g ht be a l~r · c 
un Lc.. l~r ance l.:.!ll. ch I may on e day pen.-~..:-ate , I don ' L l<nc.w . CertEi.nl; 

the h::.n::. .. .Jl.r:r , 111ight , or L:.L l,Ll'G-2 r.~Qh:; , 'ccide no.; '·u t ol era '.e 11y 

L'D F activi ~.i E..;S Dl' SDIH?~Ilin_. All I know is tha~ I L , ?ra~c pe rfect;-

1 y J e Q clliJ and if th e~ I o a c ,J ap 1 .., II .J :;_ ~' '< 11 ow t 11 a t; [; h ~~ 11 ave 

sc t;e s .... c L c 1£ all" and tiwv 
- .J • 

e acl.inL 

c au s c I I • e 1J s ...,,_. u r t de c r <J • c · _ ' · e r .J , n L ' f' c 3 1..., e I a v . d r. e :::1 n 'l-

Lhin' "lle _L:. , .2ven un r 'J.A . La:...s. 

An d wha t exact month di d y ' . ,..., 
~u . -' e c ..... e au : 

wo y ear. BLO· 

So yo u '"' LL ru '· an Ll 'L r .., t 11 s la · r ', i E? "D f u as 1 o • llu '? 

Yes , y_...,; 

c ll -' a ' ~u I di · l t ua.· 

I L.EJ S v ~~ , n 1 ~ 8t 

~ I \ 0' . a· E j • .... n 
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r .... 
TntL:rv:l!~: :! ~r: i1 .... ~ner 

'i ~· e ly . In fact I a r(·,' · i ~ _. U D F a iHi 

n EJn·; c~~B: L- n · r(.; ... IJ s~ L • 11 i s g r e a t 11 t..: _ un 

beir '11 • I _nsvaal ''"'F ( ':::ect t.:. ? / .:'a. 

I thin!. :.:'18' I r.:..r~ ' 
' 

was wil n , c.t ur 

c:.a w v E - ~ Lhen I '1 c s,...~::..··. all ". 

. ,. .i. .i 
, 

ctur ~ .. ., ~il . ' 
,... ..._ _ _, . 

.,.. 
I 'L Ll - ' '1a L ~ 

,, 
-1'' -' 

) ., ,. . r . 

i.:~ .... "' .:.n':' ~ 

.,.,.. 
II :w 18, L u.- . "' • 'T: • ' -

'CT: 

A m1M , last September . 

Q Is that like the Freedom one at Wit s? 

A Ja , that is it . That sort of thing , yes . Jeremy did the Freedom 

one here . I did ~ one there . 

<1 Ja. 

A Ever since then it's just been impossible . 

Q Wha t month was given •• •• 

A September; I 1 11 show you, it is just here . 

) 

4 Septembe r? (198 4). So was that the kind of you breaking out or had 

you been speaking on it before? 

A Well , a littl e bit but I didn't really ••• I spoke at NUBAS Congress , 

but I spoke more on professiona l field , like poli tical trials or • •• 

but I hadn 't done a lot. Jut once I did this ta l k it was imnossible 

to avoid talking •• ~doing other talks and I was sort of bil led as 

Freedom ~harter expert and now , what I am nut trying to do , now that 

I have got this other job , is , and it is not only to get Lh e load off 

mysel~ but I am an education officer nQw in UDF and I am trying to 
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F.a ymo nd Sutner. 

" I am trying to ensure that other peofl le [jill be able to do titis as 

well , a nd quite a few other fleople are now doing it/giving th ese 

~alks . 

Q So y o t a :&.' e Ed u c at.:. on 0 f f i c e r an d o 11 t h e T ran s v a a 1 Exec? 

A U e 11 t 11 a i.; i s r1 IJ J o s i tin n on t; he T ran s v a a 1 Exec • E Lltt co l;io n 0 ffi c e r • 

Q "ncJ uJ hen you came out c.lill you~ st. .. LJ8S the pu'Jlic de i1aLa very , VC!!J 

cJirferent f ::...' ,m wi1en you tuen~ ' n? 

A Yes , well yLu see there uasn' t a UDF ; 'here toJasn' L o presence c1 " 

., 

A 

" I 

A 

a lec,Gl c..ler acraJ- .:.c ove ert in ~he cou 1try and ••• let; me i;it.i.. nk , the 

deb a .L_ \las v , ..,' ~~ I iff •• !' e · ' .._, r:: au :::; e · h 2 ::2 o ••• ~J <"> s .-, · i: h · 8 sort L f cl o L! a L • 

at all . If you advocated the Charter in the 70 s y ou wou ld have been 

U:::lrlllt.:U 
I r. L~. 

rmu 

... lel.;eJ.y cl.i.frercn ' si i,uatiun . 

u~n:: .in jcil. r . ' 
JO II is a corr.-

Ou t I on r a .:.n ly engag e J n .i. ~. on <m ac~de 1 • c l r~v el > ::; ', f i r"' L > ~~ o u k n L w • 

And c' ' cJ .:.t Gee •• • were you q u ·· e aware c.:-' "1e r-:: and tile 1 ck of n n 

.elin aterward ~? 

' ell , L•hen I ucn ' I • • "1 

~.~c. ..... a C was ~ u.:. strong. · I was awar e 

~ill~ be.'u- I cnn. uut of j ..... _: c::Ju u w ~,.;e_e t. 

lor u' uu~ C L.:~ r t' r"" yeors . I ' wasn ' t sej L; en 'e .LCI'O '· . r 

ocLiv.:.:; s I fin I .,. er thill£,"' 'o people. 
Te, e, hone . 

" o u t a l' e · a ' t 1 t r ::J ~ .:. l 1 I d s tor.:. c u ' , ~· n J 

thi tc .:. 1' lli gensia t o ' ~v It; , EJL , • ...,uL 

w' } ; uL . ,. . . '? 
U to..~ """ •'-* • Wh y did you c h u-

I 
~ ? I ' J ~ 

11 · n' o .... ~ :- · 

,·"the~bi~ck rna ...... •c 

. n , , V I ore [)J 1 s e · o tl1 i n'' , ....... 
a rs. 

ll 

T 
I~ '· L '"'. ,') I ......... . 

? ., 
l.U' 1',' 

, . 4 I ') ' .... , Vul 0 
, 

? ~1 0L (.. · h · :. of m ions 

or somethin _ , · '.e ··' EJt/l...' 

f" I tJ \i U!J' ' L'l ' .:.ng .... 



r 8 r 

I ·~!...1 : ,' .... c. uLn 

J . 

L ~ 

·end to think, 
T 

r r.:... .-~ --• •& 

·v~ 

r 1 e 

st a · · 

age ; 

u 

that i had J.. , 

c.. rare~""'. 

c' ~ -~ 
I I • [i • 

-' 

a ver , 
T ... 

'' ,, LJ u "!: 

T 

'-~- I -
<. _ ~ _ a r t e d '· 8 .... - o late for me 

r './ c:u -, - 8 n ·- ~-
.,. r . r d work in that way • 

But this business •• of the labour , of going into labour , I was already 

underoround so I couldn't really think of entertaining that sortof 

thing . ~o~t was not a choice between law and that , it was a choice 

between underground and over ground activities which I felt would 

endanger my position . 

And what , . , when you cmme out, it seems you just , was it frorn when 

you came out that you started to focus on the Freedom Chart er? 

A No , no , I was invited to do th~ talk ; I was about the 3rd choice; 
? 

what happened was th ey invited u~ to)Stuart Hall; I got a phone call 

f ran Jeremy and he said look here , I have been asked to phone you 

to sound you out; they invited ~tuart hall to give this Td uavie 

lecture and he has refused fo r reasons that you would approve of , 

so I Knew he meant the academic boycott; now they are scraping the 

barrel he said , and they asked him but he thought that I was better. 

Now I actually didn't thil}k 1 was better b.t I didn't want to argue 

over the phone about this and I sa.d I woul d t hink about it . He 

said he thought it was an occasion where I could mak e quite an impor­

tant theoretical intevention~so ue hadn't evem then really talked , 

but l uncH'stood hi m to mean to b ring sometning on tl1e Ch arter again, 

coz nothing had really been done. Mnd when 1 saw ••• it was qui te 

intereE.ting , although we don't see one another we seem to ar.a lyse 

the ~ 1·cu ation similarly; so I tl1en went on and sp:ile tLJ ny consul ta-

tive people and I thought was a good idea. Becau se it is an very 

important occassion , in the terms that they p ublish the text and 

all that . 

So then , I had never workeu on it before ; well I set about doing this 

ta l k to 180s of people about 1t ; young people mainly at that stage . 

I wCSl' t gathering ideas like tor this book ; I talk ed to young people 

and people in general aoout what proulims they had with the Ch arter . 

2tJ ("j 
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lnterview : naymond Sutner 

A 1 spoke to a lot of the workerists actually because I wa nted to 

anS~Er every problem . I tal k ed to people like f.l hil uonner , IJC 

people like .:lat11s Looper , and I wanted to ueal with the 11eavie s t 

arguemen t s against the Lh ar t er and re f u t e th em or fi n d t h em to be 

Justi f ied . I was prepare d to , ~ mean I do f e el t hat th e ~har t er 

has a problem, minor problems ; and then wh a t was v e ry u s etul tu rne 

w a s t n a t I 11 a d a 1 o n g i n t e r v i e ttl w i t h b i 11 v r J a i r w h i c h 1 t o o k a 11 

my pro blemf:i ar• U wh e n I went do wn t o speak at fJU :J , u LO n(JrE. ss l had 

an in t erview with t1im an d I p u t ac t uallj heavv que!:t i ons to h i m b u t 

fJ u o r g u v , h e has so mm; h ma t er i a 1 , in t o r n a tiu n a n d i de as> s "'u r ed up 

in him , t h e tiling is you J U.3 t have t o extrac t i t rut hles sly . 

I k ept on asking him the ques tions an d that was the tu r ning point 

wnd t hen basi call y I i mproved 0 11 d imp r oved i t . 

was it y ou wl1o c hose tl1e topi c 01 th e L.. n a rter? 

Ye s • 

• nd when ~r on in p11cne u yuu c.Jid l1e -.ay du the chart er? 

g I knew he meant •• T•L , no . li e s a i d , tone , it would be~goorJ occass ion 

for a theoretical .... 1 .. ervention ond I thLught h e tllCU!Jilt,what I 

tlluught , was ~hat it o tile ti. e for this . .nd when I s c.,e to h i 11 

tl1ot is wh a t he l1ad tl1o ug ht. 

1\ha . .\nd wh a t kind of r u::pu n s e did \jdl get to t iH! poper'? 

,., well , mor e th a n a s ort of cla , . in g . ! wEJs r c;re cun c e r .u:?d obout t'le 

,JuL. l isllC .. U VL ro ::.on beca use it wr 

une tlwv h a v e over ha:J bocouse ... 

t 11 a t • I w :::1 ~ :::: once r n e d w i t i1 :.. · s 

it uas di s tr i bute d ve r i) w i d e - ~. 

c ~ ,Jio s i n uJ orster and P a ar l an' 

1· e pub 1 ish e d thin .... i s 1 on a e s ~ 

u u 

>ffect 

l~' ... eliver ubout llal1 

a . • t e ~· w <H Li s on d '! u u ~now 

I nesn th at night tlwre uere . 
"- l :-'crt ... es t an d thinos li!~e th \ s 

EJn d tlley :, u ... ~,.. :;:.::.,1t s a nd it uJen • • • v'-~; W-l : ~' iotribut d and 

p l1ot ocop ied and wlh"' huve you and tha t 1 s why , .,. U · nk ti1cy bEJnne d 

i t , y uu see. 

:::>id it •• • :.. ~ ·I; 'anne ::;? 

A ell , i t h a..s. b e en ... h. nr e d •• b u t t h e c n t o 3 u e en s .... ...! n de d t.. 11 an 

::1 1~ .~ t.; c.. ..... i o h e _ r d • :;: h ink i · w.:. J..l .. · n b ..... n c d a c t u , ..; o z of 3 0 4 



a 

•. n~erv'ew : 1n~tfi'lc.n el ne:: ... 

A a pr_s i~ouo aco ' ic uccc_~·..... • It in • • ~ ri. . c l it i '-1 e 

a .., •. c.:.l a r 1 ~· ua ~' iJll ' I '-' , 
_._, • t; c uf 

ti c.~o er . I th.:.. .~ t c ...... .1. h J iJ IJ 

I · · un · uv e El lc.. .. c. I e~ . <... . 1 

_ El long time but 't 's ~c~uolly a little time 

for su ch a big t h i n g . 

Q And you u s e th is euphemi sm , i t n e ed s to be discussed , what were you 

say i ng? Th a t there's de bate s about the se c ritici sms an d you feel 

li ke you rea l ly f eel it is impo rtant ••• 

A I s ay t his in th~ t al k you mean? 

Q J a, you s a i d that it needs to be discu s sed. 

{\ u.e:n. , IJ cu oee tl1ere is 8 rel'gicus attitude to th (! C1oruer ; "';he 

.hortLr , OTl':JUne who attacks it is an en err. y tl1at sor t of thi ng . 1-\ny-

one who has pr ob l em s i s an enemy and peO[l l e t r eat it a s a so r t of 

•• it is an a rticl e of .. -f a ith to suppor t the Ch ar t er and why i s nev er 

r eally debated . The problems are never deb a ted or were never ; ther~ 

io a lot more debate this year co z th e 30th Ami.v e r sa ry but I wanted 

to open it because I felt you can't de f en d it in t ha t s ort of arro­

han t wa y. And we hav e go t to enga ge epople , we ~e got t o discuss 

it ; in ou r own rn nks ~ner e are p roblem s , p eople have di fferen t view s . 

Y • t mount f 1 h l l t 1 ou can , a succ ess u c a enge to a s ate un e ss you 

h 1 . t · l h si nn d d 1 t h l' t · 1 · ave po 1 1 ca co e an we on ave po 1 1ca co1e s1on . 

So we have to establ ish it omon gs t oursel ves before we can defend it 

proper ly . I didn' t appro ve of some of t he reaction s that some peopl e 

had Lo th e AZAPC , or the nat i onal forun manifestL . I think it is 

im portant to be mnstructive to other p eop l es~hings and rdicate th a t 

ther~ is • • the Charl..er is o disunr:~ unique dccument for reasons ol its 

creation as well as its formulations i.Jut I ~ilink wr? hav e got to be 

flreporedl; discu s s other 1 eoples 1 [Juniti~ns. 

'lou said Ll1e s:n1ggle fur r1Ln raciolism :.s cruclalliJ line'~ed tc Lhe 
ac~ivat:t'nn. . devel( ,ment of . _ . eouershJ. i.r. l.he develor mer.t c..f tile wrrkiniJ? 

p, f'u I dlcln'~ quite r- l' :~[;hat uoy . Orobably nu~) .Ju yo11 f'e2 I said 

-',;hw'· non raciall._, .. .i.s no~.o me .. ! a~ilble ui.~h th~_;.~Eln leadc_silir. 

You see :.. ',he CUn ~ex C uf ...... P.. 1 bec a UL~ ut e most c..,.-resu~ll ~ CC t.ion 

~37 
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Intc ·view: .a y n' ... iL t ner 

A of th e r ula~ i on is the 1 rican majo:Ii..ty; the . c . '~ wh o l1av e LJ 

· ~ r • .: d c..ll r i g h J - , an ....: · r e cn ally opp . esGed s~~ .: cr. . 

Tu right t' li s wr ..... .J I u ac ' all v :.: ·er a - . f\ . 

f .i. r ~ · r J. a c e t · ~ c _ ... ~ ~ • _ c..: • \ f •· _ ~ :. s L a t e • 

f\ r r · ..... a j u • · , t y c · 1 ::.: r a c L e r we wa n ·L 

g u~ 

Now b ofl 

how can 

.: ~ 8 

.: 1 • '1 e 

... re P.fr ' cc.. l e a de r._. · : r- • 

_uing in t I J :!:' •• n!J c:. u \.l-. 1 a ' r :.; h :L • 

you h ~ ' ._ AfricL J r.. .. IC - ,.... ..> o l _ 

I a f or ._ l · .... ·· 

l 1 ' L L ,... ' ' 

u.i s e I c .... r r ec · · 

2 r. l u I turn .: ... · - ·. 

cu re t; h ' 

s . r 1 e 

... o ; · a l.i..s 1 

.... · t ua t · -

... 
s l' • · u r e m u s t b e p r c c em i n ant 1 , I r i c...: l. 

inr n · he s. A. rca l .i. t y anJ 

an Af rtcan say an Afr: can lea ... s~ot e . 

1 on 

i ave 

- ~., , LJ .11 

' . - .J , II 

f n 

our 

re . 

• n 
.:l o 

be 

I ~ .:. ..... :. ike i n tiL ..... s in twec .... • L u xen:... .... r L rn i n 

and thes e trings ; the argument ta.: e n in t hes e doy .... 

.... I ' 
-· ·' e c.. s_ .. ' 

• ' I • c 
1 · , rc.; _ rp.l. P. :..... -

ina _ _ 1 L.: • 

c pr essor noti on , th a t is us th e wh i te ~ , to p r emL 

Uon · '1e r eL ,...le in the cp , _ sse _ r r ~ - - - cj . 8[ple s. 

in this si t uati _n u I 1 .... 

e ... he .... 'I 

' -
-· 
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Inter._ : , ' c. n d .::.iL' w 

lOW ::;_ l llC i - otl tiL :.. . ' 
I ( cJ J .-. I thi. .. e i n p ::.:.. 

' ~ · 
\1 

v! 
' - "" L ho 

-· . 0 \1 

ar""'_ l '/ ..... 
I . ~ y r r:.. 

· r ibu_.:.._ 
1\ 

'- e I I • 

I am quite pnpared to work with liberals , not just me an the PFP in 

a formal sense , maybe ot some stag e we could do some work with them , 

... uon 1 ·c. . ~ now , buG li berals , ch::. rstian s etc . ~ut i., 19 not ev .... J!f,:mes 

ideo o~uu~lo t of peeple ot univ ersi~y nav~ ~ot a conte ~~~o atti tude 

fJ Can •• dc. . you •• perhops you cold SDIJ so:nethinQ c:: bout JeuJisil activists 

one I clLn 1 t kn ow e.:oc tly how to c::sk the queo~:..Ln , out histurically 

ond ( Wilatoc:iisignificunce •• ) J a . 

A I don 1 t kno w what ••• I mean there is always a llioh representation of 

Jewi sh peo ple in the struggle . I think it has probably got some­

tiling to do wit h the react ... on to r azi racism and stu ff like tl1at . 

I thi nk it in f luenced me in thot I felt" .L , ~ r pe s ed .... · . .:.~em iti:::: 1 

I rlll!ul ..! .~ , osed ·.... u ... s of racism but I mea~~~Fnufaf)~r of 

tendencies ; most Jewish groupings are, in~ . ~ ., very reactionary , or 

e~e they combin e anti aparthe~d attitudes with pro L~o n i s t att~~udes. 
f·J ow , I w o u 1 d no t 1 i k e t n i s at t ~ tude to o e in a p r in ted inte r vi e w , 

but; 1 am no t pro Zionist . I mean I don 1 t think the demucra t ic move-

rnent is pro Zionist al t hough I don 1 t 1 eel .. tla t in t i1e oonGext of 

it 10 o ma Jor issue fo r me to tak e up; to assert n y anti L1on~st 

posi tion ; 1t is just not usefu l at tl1e rnecise momen t , ul"GI1ougn l am. 

~ am pro the Palestin1an struggle tor self determination - completely 

support it and I oppo se 1sraeli ag£iress ion in tl1e illdole t.ast . LLt 

uut so I th1nk the Jewisn population is compo sed of a var1e t y of 

tenden cie; l am not qu1te sure wha t , I haven 1 t done a careful s tudy 

of what would motiva~ them for their very high representaion amongst 
political jews and so forth . 

How many more questions':' 

Ll 1 ot many 't t:Jo you , t..:ronin and t{a bkin never ••• (Lronln is not Jew1sh) 

Gh , l though ;t he was. (He is Catholic)background) Uk so the only 

455 
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~ queshons 1 have now , are just general white questions . uestions 

about t he wh it e tol e , general ques t ion s a bou t t he stru~gle. Do 

you t hink that S. A.wil l be ul tifTl a t ely, when it changes , df fer en t 

t han other col onia l si t ua tions hav e been i n Sou th ern Af r i ca , Al­

ge r ia , oth er plac e s? 

A Urn , c an' t guaran tee anythi no anu if t he Fr ee dom Ch ar t er i s i mplem en t ed 

it wi ll be a very muc h mo r e s ubst an t1 al s ocia l t ran s formation th a t 

ha s oc cured and ha s occu red in most states C!a Afri c a . It also de­

pendc on a va riety of oth e r factors ; whe re the wo r king class leader-

s 11 i fl i o rea 1 i s e d , h ow i t i s rea 1 i s e d ; u h e t ffi' o t h e r g l' o u pi n g s a r e 

reconci l ed t o transition to soc ial.:. st.. and so fo r tl1 . Th~~R x ~ olsc 

4eutxp.e~tlXHx)-1epends on thE! naturE! of the t r onsi'or mation - if b.Je olOV2 

a oit..ua~.:.on like in Irrn , whE!re ycu j ust k ... ck the Shah out and to'(e 

ove r c or . letely , WE!ll ... hen ycu can do wl1at you li!~e . EJ u t in Zim­

bai:J we i'or examr1 1e,·b 12'} negotlat\.ed Lan c osl.e r House onll in ~he ntgotia-

tion situot::.on you can' ~ t.Jkn over co ..• i letely . r OLd IHJ yLe wrll l have 

t u 9 u i n t L n o c o ~ ~- a t i on s · t u o -~ .:. u n , I j u u t cJ n 1 t I< n o w ; · · l s i.r.1 !1 o s s i b 1 e 

t a •• • on [j' .. f y u u o o into l. ll at , !. l. i ~ c 1' e d if f i c u 1 t lJ u t s orr e r• "' , J e 

2a y you carry on s t ruggling , well then you'll have complete victory. 

r eople get tired sometime s and they cannot continue struggling . I 

mea n t he sort o f repression that has been maintained in the communi­

ties at the moment , it is not breaking their spirit but as a perma­

nent phenomenon people would not continue struggl 1n g . Lr migh t not 

against this permenent repression. I mean they are virtually wiping 

out whole segments of communities at the moment . rhis violence tha t 

is going on~~he townships' is occupying them li k e f oreign armies . 

~o I don' t know really , I can't f orecast that . I do believe it 

will be •• we have got the most mature democratic maement on the con­

tinent . 

wh t · 
A And one thing I am really interested in seeing .A~y ou say~~his whole 

thing of the lessons of the 50 s and it is used in a lot of differ­

ent ways just depending on your point of view; from your point of 

view what are these lessons7 I mean, there are a lot of parallels ; 

J ODAC and COD , the way the ANC Million Signature Campaign and UDF 

I mean th ere are lots of analogies; So what a r e the l e ssons , how is 

it all going to be ~~different? The 50s didn't turn out all that 

well? 
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A I don't sort of see us as repro ducing the 50s. I think that we 

hav e li k e a b~at on has been dropp ed temporarily and we picked it 

up again under different con dition s. Th e baton is a baton i the 

sense of c r oss class alliances , the br oa des t based n atDnal alliance 

agains t apartheid oppression and exploitation ; we hav e tried, like 

th e Congr ess Al l iance di d, we ar e trying to isolate the racist 

regime an d to dr aw in all anti a par theid f orces to op pose them and 
has in a sense thatA ~s shown that t he •• we in a sense beli eve that the 

approach adopted t hen is valid toda y . 

Out I don ' t sit around and think what are the lessons of the 50 s 

a ll t he time . I an not •• ! think a l ot of peopl e ar e obses sed with 

it in the unbn movement , in the sense that they think SACTU was 

wipted out you see and that is on e of the lessons of the 50s . I 

am not qui t e sure what x~ others; maybe meaning , I thi nk , to get 

very st rongly ba se d org anisanons; may be theirs weren ' t sufficiently 

••• I fi nd that hard to believe becau s e I thi nk that Congree movement 

was very firm ly bas ed . So I don ' t ••• ! an not •• • it is not a t.h i ng 

that I say a l ot , you l<now , les sons of t he 50s . I have never r ea Thj 

p.lle d that ou t a lot . 

Q Wil y do you feel that ••• uo you feel more h l!l opeful? I mean why should 

one feel more hopeful? 

.a, /\bout today? 

Ja , I rn ean if you lool( there are certain paral lels, and why , I think 

that this time its •••• 

A You can do what? 

Q Turn out better or wha tever , yo u know. 

A No , you c an ' t guarantee this but urn, I never thought that we ar e 

going to be free tomorrow or anything li ke this bu t I believe that 

the only way to free S. A. is to sonsolidate an al l ianc e of all 

G~op l e opposed to ap a r thei d. r·ow we are bui lding tl1at again. We 

are ut the very early stage s of building . lJa ha ve mobi li sed nillions 

6f reoPb but they are not ye t adequat el y organised . Now we are 

trying to do that . Now I am hopeful because we are on the right 

track a xhiiri be lieve . The UDF · · · t :q ~s nov1ng 1n o a new p ~ce , what 

they Ca l l it , fr011 rJrOtest to Chullenge, fr01 ' •1 mo 1 icat ion to orga 
5~4: 
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A organisat.ion . ·~11at we me an by t h is is takinc :.t t'l a h egller level 

where ~oople are no t just camino out spon tane ous l y bu~ or9an ised . 

We have n ot achieved ·:.'.at yet; so r.n e can ' t s;-oeu'~ of beino hofJeful 

cr n Lt hopeful . 

The state is in a tEJrri'Jle Olisis u~ ti1e moment . It doesn ' L know 

w 11 a ·t; i; u do an d i t s • • • i t c an ' t w i n rm son t f c r i ~ :J c 1 n s t i t u t i r' n so 

i·L :.s tryiniJ Lu ram it down tl1ci:t tllroots physically . 1\'ow in td.s 

c i r c un s t an c e t h e s ·:; a t e o e er.1 s t; o i..H2 ·~ 8 n ~ r up t b u L we i 1 a v en ' t y o ~ 
8chieved sull::.ciently c o~1es.i.va , ~oordi'l atec..l T"' "c:1e;:; of stru]glo J-o 

take ad8r:uate 8dvs n 'Jaoe ol ti1.:..s . Whe t h er we will,! think we w.:.11 , 

or ho , c. we will, c..lepenc..J on a numb er of factor~. 

Li:<e the y ar e trying t o kn e t.ock ofl ou :t leadersh ip . l'aybe I won ' t 

be 8round rlL.Xt Jc.:. r. e IJuU come to int erview people . I T'lean ••• '·hey 

i1 a v en ' t .J t o r ~ e d t; o :: n o c k of f T ran s v a a 1 1 e 8 de r s h :. r b u L n 8 t .i. L n a 1 

l..::?oLlership thc:y hove 'Jeen ·~nockinCJ cff . s i r t r, e y 1 no~·~ or f 

all cur le 8clersl1ifJ t'1en we hove prc~lE.?ns . 

I ci1 ink. 

Su 't; LJ c: w i 11 u v 1.2 r cur~ e i c 

Q You moan c..lC?i.;ert~on/:r ';erver,-'< n ••• 

f\ J u , lhut ' :.i.nd c:' l;i1::.11Q . 

0'< , this w::.~. l be y lr. . .... ~ question. Is this thesis v-:J 1 id; a r e Ju u 

Qt; all .i.~tLer es ce..: :.n loJl:i., at t;:1e role o .~ whites , hist crically? 

'"'L y L u -~ 11.:.. n!: i · ' G • n p or t a n t , an d why w mil. d i t be? 

A You see , ja , I don ' t ••• ! t hin k it is important but I hadn't really 

thought of t h e whol e his t ory ; I w , ?eLccl' , · ed t u ..,w, (.; L:XLc,.L u.i.th 

thoir :.. ·' .... " ' : -·: is ver y important be cause t he 

struggle again s·'- I ' • I • I a f18 r · · ,-; e .L £ .L s 1. L ... 

E..• ..: wlli ~E. ... : '- '1. ~ n:'..so ~ ~ ' :'uggle l.~ .... :~c...cE!rbate pr-'-' e~ ::. w· Lilin the 

white rulins 8:ltance . T' ~y 3!'8 :-uL:.r ,J 12al r:r I 1 :·-; t' \1 u:::'B 

..... . 
1 e_. rm.: . ..J 

r OiZC. f .mQl'G 1 b•·oin:;ec .., !JCO , le2 one] Wlla~ il8VIJ ~~ ll . 

. . 
:0. u 

,...,1 • ..... t ,... I I . f. .... :!. . r ucu ~. 1 ._,. ~'::t.tlen ora ..... 

,.... !' o . O:L' '·i 
· esn 

• o t 1 • T 
;:.. e2 ~ .lt..nu_ .1. ~· .:..nk is goocJ nnc..l .:..n 
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