in the sense of um, he did not expect te be caught and all that
and he had a different sort of background poli#ically. He wasn't
really underground in the sense that we were underground. So there

was a difference,

Q Ok, maybe..did you get a Sease even with Mattew...with Jdenkin and

Lee with A, how much later with....
A Sorry, how much
0 When did you come in, what year?

A 1878. Ja, Jenkin and Lee¢, there wasn't such a big..there was =a

fair ag e gap but it wasn't...there were differences in the way
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that they had been trained and all that, I thoughtj;or the way they
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what was it like when...to hear about that now?

A Look here I don't think that Bnyone has got the
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H

ight to condemn
someone who has done 20 years. Nothing gets rubbed out by that.
I think it is unfortunate however, that he gvould have broken ranks.

But I think that there was a...this was in process, in progress
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a Bell, I have thought of leaving you know. But because I imagined
| 14 hH ™ —- ¢ ! L ' —~ .
Besi'0 banned and so faorth and would nrot be very effective and
all at and maybe...I don't want to give them the suggestion 100

: Raymond Sutner
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Oh ec.s...0ther blacks.
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is what I mean.

on the island.

Ja, but were they close in those 20years they were together?

Were they close? (Ja) Ja, I think you should ask them; their relation-
ship you know.

Ck and is it true that 18 othems have signed this...(Idon't know)
The press says Rob Allen and Renfrew have signed but I don't know.

And you don't want to say anything about
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that they should ban me so I shouldn't say that but, the situation
has changed a fair amount and possibilities for leading a fairly
human existence and politically interesting existence, effective
existence .. is now available as & result of the very important
struggles that other people have waged. The state has had to try
and g}ue the illusion of,mae space for democratic activity; well
not illusions, in reality as well. And I am one of the beneficia-

ries because I am not banned or amtbing.

I got a job very soon which was very nice and had an academic Jjob

ever since then.

You felt that there's limitations on you as an ex political prisoner?

Well in some senses,not limitations; in some senses you are treated

like a celebrity. I don't know if it is because I was in Jail but

I was invited as & visitng lecturer only ome or twice before I went

to jail but since I have come out of jail 1 seem to be continuously
vigiting lecturer at just about every university,including Stellen—

bosch. 5o maybe...it has been a great advantage, I am not sure.

You..did you speak at Stellenbosch?
I have been...did a whole lot of lectures there; Stellenbosch,
lhodes, Wits, UCT, Durban. 5o in that sense it is not a problem

but I thimk that the 1limit s of tolerance, there might be a limit

on tclerance which I may one day penetrate, I don't know. Certanly

the Minister, might, or the police might d not to tolerate my

UDF activities or something. ALl I know is that I © perate perfect-
ly legally and if they do act paple should know that they have

acted against soemone who is acted legally and they e acting be-
cause they support democratic beliefs, nolt because I have done any-—
thin llegal, even | 5.A. Laus.

And what exact month did people come out?

May 1983, two years ago.

S50 vou o an wo months la he UDF was la iy 7

Yes, yes; I didn't get involved immediately. Iuwds very, in fact
cautiocus about getting dnvolveds I did not want to prowke atter an
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MMM, last September.
Q Is that like the Freedom one at Wits?

A Ja, that is it. That sort of thing, yes. dJderemy did the Freedom

one here. 1 did te one there.
Q Ja.
A Ever since then it's just been impossible.
a What month was given....
A September; I1I'll show you, it is just here.

Q September, (1984). So waes that the kind of you breaking out or had

you been speaking on it before?

A Well, a little bit but I didn't really...l spoke at NUBAS Congress,
but I spoke more on professional field, like political triels or...
but I hadn't done a lot. But once I did this talk it was impossible
to avold talking...doing other talks and I was sort of billed as

Freedom Charter expert and now, what I am not trying te dao, now that

3 Ei . o i dopy 8 - = A : el = L 2 o ol e (| ; e o
maeect@VE g0t thils other job, is, and it is not only to get the load off

uwaelf)tuL I am an education officer now in UDF and I am trying to
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problem. .was a disadvantage; that Ichad actually chos

0 d limiting professicn L Al at dort of thina;
end to think,so | 5 not going SWET iirectly}
- SC I nageda «] ;ll (=1 dte 2 "-'J W
I actuglly started gd more prooressive lawyers
ad previously and 1 started Lo that 1t 1g too laie for me
2 8 siear physiecigl oxr samelhing, in the aull od af
Pl j I must gtick to lew end werk in that way.

But this business..of the labour, of going into labour, I was already
underground so I couldn't really think of entertaining that sortof
thing. bdﬁt was not a choice between law and that, it was a choice
between underground and over ground activities which I felt would

endanger my position.

And what,v,when you ceme out, it seems you just, was it from when

you came out that you started to focus on the Freedom Charter?

No, no, I was invited to do the talk; 1. was about the 3rd choice;
what happened was they invited\hs?tu)ﬁtuart Hall; I got a phone call
from Jeremy and he said look here, l‘have been asked to phone you

to sound you out; they invited Stuart Hall to give this TB Davie
lecture and he has refused for reasons that you would approve of,

80 I knew he meant the academic boycott; now they are scraping the
barrel he said, and they asked him but he thought that I was better.
Wow I actually didn't think I was better bt I didn't want to argue
over the phone about this and I gaid I would think about it. He

said he thought it was an occasion where I could make guite an impor-
tant theoreticael intevention)so we hadn't evem then really talked,
but I undrstood him to mean to bring something on the Charter again,
coz nothing had really been done. And when I saw...it was guite
interesting, although we don't see one another we seem %o analyse

the situation similarly; so I then went on and splketc my consulta-
tive people and 1 thought was a good ides. Oecause it is an VEry

important occassion, in the terms that they p ublish the text and
all that.

50 then, I had never worked on it before; well I set about doing this
talk to 100s of people about it; young people mainly at that stage.
Y/ wesn't gathering ideas like for this book; 1 talked to young people

people in general about what problms they had with the Charter.

268
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mppmmeiges ] . it has. been

I spoke to a lot of the workerists actually because 1 wanted to
anaer every problem. I talked to people like FPhil Honner, BC
people like Saths Cooper, and I wanted to deal with the heaviest
arguemegnts against the Cherter and refute them or find them to be
justifiede I was prepared to, 1 mean I do feel that the Charter
has a problem, minor problems; and then what was very useful to me
was that I had a long interview with Billy Nair which 1 took all
my problemg and when 1 went down to speak at NUSAS GLongress 1 had
an interview with him and I put actually heavy gquegions to him but

poor guy, he has so meh material,information and ideas, stored up

p)
in him, the thing is you just have to extract it ruthlessly.

I kept on asking him the guestions and that was the turning point

=

and then basically I improved and improved it.

4

Was it you who chose the topic of the Gharter?

And when COronin phoned you did he say do the charter?

4

I knew he meant..no, no. He said, to me, it would Uu:gumu gccassion
for a theoretical intervention and I thought he thought,what I
thought, was that its the time for this. And when 1 spoke to him
that is what he had thought.

r
NanmT ¢
paper:

Aha. And what kind of reponse did you get to the

Well, more than a sort of clapping. I was more concerned about the

published version because it waS...the published thing is longest

s!
cne they have ever had because I did only deliver about half of
thate 1 was concerned with its effect afterwards and you know

it was distributed very widely. 1 mean that night there were

4

copies in Worster and Paarl and deaufort West and things like thas

and they lad reprints and it went...very widely distributed and
photocopied and what have you and that is why, I think they banned

it, you see.
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A 8 prestigous acad c occassion. t ig8..1 tried f o it din g =
! iglarly way b people.. was First substantial de ce af
sa -5 g I i . 8 ; the parts ot carrecty. 1o ay
] Formulated it but I didht have such a let of time. 1 mean peoj
think four nthe ig a long time but it is actually a little time

for such a big thing.

4 And you use this euphemism, it needs to be discussed, what were you
saying? That there's debates about these criticisms and you feel

like you really feel it is important ...
A I say this in the talk you mean?

Q Jda, you said that it needs to be discussed.

de =

A Wel, you see there is a religious attitude to the Charter; the
Lharter, anyone who attacks it is an enemy thatsort of thing. Any-
one who has problems is an enemy and people treat it as a sort of
selt is an article of 7"i#aith to support the Charter and why is never
really debated. The problems are never debated or were never; there
is a lot more debate this year coz the 30th Amiversary but I wanted
to open it because 1 felt you can't defend it in that sort of arro-
hant way. And we have got to engage epople, we hawe got to discuss
it; in our own mnks there are problems, people have different views.

mount
You cen't, 0. L a successful challenge toc @8 state unless you
Gdita sinn o :

have political cohe " and we don't have political cohesion.

So we have to establish it emongst oursel ves befure we can defend it
properly. I didn't approve of .some of the reactions that some people

had to the AZAPO or the national forum manifesto. L-think 1% 1o
)
1

important to be anstructive to other peoplesithings and Indicate that
t

1=
L

re is..the Charter is a distinct unique document for reasons of its

]

creation as well as its formulations but I think we have got to be

; L ! L
preparedi discuss other peoples positions.
Q VYou said the situggle for non racialism is crucially lineked to the

development of dership in the development of the wourking?

A . Ng 1 didn't guite pi t that way. (Probably not) No you see I said
that non racialism i1s not imcompatible with African leadership.
You,.8ee in the context of S5.A., because the most oppressed section
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am gquite pmpared to work with liberals, not just mean the PFP in

o -

formal sense, maybe at some stage we could do some work with them,

b

don't know, but liberals, chirstians etc. but it is not evesmones

idea akmuklot of people at university have got a CUHtﬁh;ﬁuU!; attitude

0 Can..do..you..perhaps you cald say something about Jewish activists
L

and I don't know exactly how to ask the guestion, but historically

and (What soEsignificance..) Ja.

H 1 don't know what...l mean there is always a high representation of

Jewish people in the struggle. I think it has probably got some-
thing to do with the reaction to Nazi racism and stuff like that.
I think it influenced me in that I fel'®f bie opposed to anti Semitism
sould : opposed i her Torms8 of racism but I meaﬁrgrﬁuﬁﬁsr af
tendencies; most Jewish groupings are, in S.A., very reactionary, or
eéie they combine anti apartheid attitudes with pro Zionist attitudes.
Now, I would not like this attitude to be in a printed interview,
but I am not pro Zionist. I mean I don't think the democratic move-
ment is pro Zionist although I don't feel that in the sontext of S5.A.
it is a major issue for me to take up; to assert my anti Zionist
position; it is just not useful at the precise moment, although I am.
i am pro the Falestinian struggle for self determination - completely

support it and 1 oppose Israeli aggression in the Middle East. HE

dut so 1 think the Jewish population is composed of a variety of
tendencis; 1 am not guite sure what, I haven't done a careful study
of what would motivate them for their very high representaiion amongst

political jews and so forth.
How many more guestions?

8] Not many?Y 5o you, Cronin and Rabkin never...(Cronin is not Jewish)

momacmkide L though-t he was. (He is Latholic)background) Uk so the only

455
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ARGHIVE FOR J

guestions 1 have now, are just general white guestions. Uuestions
about the white £ble, general guestions about the strufigle. Do
you think that S.A.will be ultimately, when it changes, dfferent
than other colonial situations have been in Southern Africa, Al-

geria, other places?

Um, can't guarantee anything and if the Freedom Charter is implemented
it will be a very much more substantial social transformation that

has occured and has occured in mogt states of Africa. 1t alsc de-
pends on a variety of other factors; where the working class leader-—
ghip is realised, how it is realised; whetie other groupings are

.

. LT, ! o S ) ig .
reconciled to transition to soecislism and so forthe ThEEe kX8 also

@ﬁkxﬁﬂﬁﬁizxﬁepaﬁis on the nmature of the transformation = if we have

@ situation like in Iran, where you just kick the Shah out and take
over completely, well then you can do what you like. But in Zim-
babwe Tor example,they negotiatled Lancaster House and in the nigutia~
tion situation you can't teke over completely. Now maybe wdll have

to go into negotiation situation, I Jjust don't know; it is impossible
to0ee.and i7¥ you go into that, it is more difficult but some people

88y you carry on struggling, well then you'll have complete victory.

feople get tired sometimes and they cannot continue struggling. 1
mean the sort of repression that has been maintained in the communi-
ties at the moment, it is not breaking their spirit but as a perma-
nent phenomenon people would not continue struggling. OUr wmight not
against this permenent repression. 1 mean they are virtually wiping
out whole segments of communities at the moment. This violence that

; ; ip : : 5 : - :
is going on',the townships' is occupying them like foreign armies.

oo I don't know really, I can't forecast that. 1 do believe it
will be..we have got the most mature democratic moement on the con-

tinent.

And one thing I am really interested in seeing?:?ﬁuu sayighis whole
thing of the lessons of the 50s and it is used in a lot of differ—
ent ways Jjust depending on your point of view; from your point of
view what are these lessons] I mean, there are a lot of parallels;
JODAC and COD, the way the ANC Million Signature Campaign and UDF
I mean there are lots of analogies; So what are the lessons, how is
it all going to be fxdifferent 7 The 50s didn't turn out all that
2117
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A

P

I don't sort of see us as reproducing the 50s. I think that we
have like a beaton has been dropped temporarily and we picked it

up again under different conditions. The baton is a baton iR the
sense of cross class alliances, the broadest based national alliance
against apartheid oppression and exploitation; we have tried, like
the Congress Alliance did, we are trying to isplate the racist
regime and to draw in all anti apartheld forces to oppose them and
in a sense thatzﬁﬁ shown that the..we in 8 sense believe that the

approach adopted then is valid today.

But I don'%t sit around and think what are the lessons of the 50s

all the time. I am not..I think a lot of people are obsessed with
it in the unibn movement, in the sense that they think SACTU was
wipked out you sse and that is one of the lessons of the 508, 1

am not guite sure what kkk others; maybe meaning, I think, to get
very strongly based organisaiions; maybe theirs weren't sufficiently
...I find that hard to believe because I think that Congree movement
was very firmly based. So I don't...l am not...it is not & thing
that I say a lot, you know, lessons of the 50s. I have never really
plled that out a lot.

Why do you feel thate...do you feel more hgopeful? I mean why should
one feel more hopeful?

About today?

Ja, I mean if you look there are certain parallels, and why, I think
that thlig time its....

You can do what?

Turn out better or whatever, you knouw.

No, you can't guarantee this but um, I never thought that we are
going to be free tomorrow or anything like this but I believe that

the only way to free S.A. is to sonsolidate an alliance of all

Eﬁbple opposed to apartheid. Now we are building that again. lUe

are at the very early stages of building. We have mobilised millions

67 people but they are not yeb adequately organised. Now we are
trying to do that. Now I am hopeful because we are on the right
: axkkkI believe. The UDF is moving into a new pgﬁsn, what

hey pall 1% from prot t | a N r
ey call it, from protest to challenge, from mobilisation to 0rga e

S24-
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e and bat now, that I X/think is very important because the
struggle against apartheid is not only a struggle between blacks
and whites 1% is also struggle to exacerbate problems within the
white ruling alliance. They are Tacing real problems; they are

by e o AR : ,
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