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Q: So, whag kind of a béckground do you have?

I=d

¢ Do you mean politically or in genersl?

My parents were, I supnose one would call them
petty borgeousie, and my father was at first a sort
of menufactureer's representative, = sort of szles
person, end my.mother stayed at home 2t first, but
then at the age of forty, she went and did = socisl
science degree and from then onwsrds was a profession-
al - well had various professional jobs.

It was a faikly liberal background in the sense
that they were founder members of the Progressive
Partye T

I was myself a member of the Progressives, the
Young Progressives until about 1964, snd at thet
time T started to believe in universal suffrage
and it was convenient that I got elected to the
Nusas executive and they said you shouldn't belong
to eny political party snd on that pretext I resigned
from the Progs, 1

I can't remember )f there was actually s
liberal party then., It had been banned, wel not
banned, but the legistation prohibition of improper
interference legislétion made it difficult for

them to continue to operate. *

And so T was drifting away from Prog tynpe
liperalism - T remained a Prog for a long time.
And my family was beginning to think what else?

Although my femily were liberals they were
always positively disposed towards people in the
Congress NMovement, like although my father died, I*m
eure that if he had been slive when T was arrested

he would heave been very proud of what I'd done.

He admired Brasm Fischer very much; although
he wes very anti-communist I think. And my mother
also admired people like that, Nelson Mandela,
similsr people in the Congress NMovement.

S50 I came from a home which although it was
liberal - it wasn't anti-liberation mowement - aznd
my conceptualism of liberalism had nothing to do
with capitalism and socizlismy the mistake that
people make when they identify capitalism with

liberglism. My idea of liberalism when I wag little,
was that it was a udeful vehicle for anti-apartheid
activities. Tt's the only form of anti-apartheid
activities which I knew., And in fact when I was a
student, and all these people joined Africen Resist-
gnce Movement, the white Sabotage group, I could cuit
easily have been drawn into something like thet or
into ANC activities - that's in 1964 - just because
I didn't see a substantial difference in mygbrientation
and what these people had undertsken.
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Rcont® I very much admired Nelson Mandela's speech
from the dock and Brahm's speech in the dock, . But
I was still liberal., But I didn't understand =11
the implications of the policy behind the orgsnis-
ation.

Do you want to know anything more apout my
femily?

LWhat generstion of South African are you?
R: I'm not sure - I think my grandparents emigrated ¥

South Africa, from Lithusnis on my father's side and
from London my mother's side. I think the grzndfather

on my mother*s side might have Jeen even further back,

But I'y not sure., I' mnot very into family trees.

I "m related to Bertha von Suttner, the Nobel

Prize winner, but I use that merely when I claim
sometimes that I'm actually a baron you know, and

I don't use the title., So I actuzlly use it for that
sort of purpose not to investigste.

Q:And, you kind of made that jump where you sunprted
universal suffgage. I'm interested you know, ...

R: It was an intellectual jump in a sense, I
was always morally opposed to apartheid, My parents
inculcated in me a-belief in unselfish ness and a
concern with other people and that you shouldn't
actually participate in activities which could ba
hurtful to others, =snd so there was a very strong
emphasis on honesty.

And on the one hand I couldn®t stick by
the belief,..interuption,

€2 You ¢...is there any kind of incident that you
remember in terms of that moved you poditically
or that you remember when you first heard of the
implications of rpecism that you were involved
with?

R: T hadn't really heard of Mandela, but in 1961 or
62, I uged to catch the bus at the Parade, and I
used to see these notices up there from the
Minister of Justice saying any meeting in respect
of Nelson Mandeal blsh blzh, I don't remember the
rest of he story, but I8d see these notices, so it
was a name that figured in my consciousness,

But I don't think I was actually very well
aware of it until the Rivonai trial to be frank.
I knew of I{thul¢, but I didn't read any ANC ligt-
eragture or communist party literature until much
later.

The first thing I ever read was Nelson Man-
dela's first speech in the dock in *62, the first
trial and 4hen later the same year, which is about
'63 or 64, I read his second speech from the dock,

It wes a very emotional response that I had.
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Recont: Et wasn't mrt of a considered understanding.
It receded into the background and i didn't see any
contradictions between that and aftivities in Nusas,
well T don't think there is any contrasdiction, but
for years I was very active in liberal activities in
Nusag and so forthnd I didn't take a2 step away from
that « I didn't actuaslly have the opnortunity.

The oprortunity might have been before these
guys got arrested in *64, sometime later someone told
me that they had actually wanted to recruit me faor

something or other and then they got hzuled in.
I'm glad 1 wasn't, but I wouldn't have been equip-
ped to handle it &t that stage.I was young and
inexperienced and undevelope& politically.

S0, the break from being aliberal came very

much later and I'm very, I tend to do things in

an intellectual wey, and what happened - do you
want me to go onto that?- Hmmm-

I had to give a talk once on the future of lib-
eralism at a symposium and I remember Ryfie Kaplinsky(?)
I don't know if you know him? He's now a Su=msex
lecturerer...he once led a 8it in at UCT in *58,
cuite a lot younger than me., Anyway, when I was
going to give this leture, he gave me something
to read by C Wright Mills, an American sociologist,
and basically the consequence of reading this, I came
to the conclusion that liberalism was irrelevant,
but I didn't actually tske the next step.

30 I gave a very pessimistic input at this thing
which I think wes correct and incorrect also because
it doesn't take things further., I_ *68 or so, and
I didn't do very much else until the end of 69 - I

C

was a very smbitious academic gt this stage - I was
cguite an ambitious bloke, And when I left SRCs and
all that, T then went into academic life and started

to produce at a furious pace articles and what have
you and st a certain point, I was given a sort of
breathing space which made me think on the life T was
leading and which glso made me return to political
things end what happened was I was doing » masters
of Law thesis, and when I wes gbout tolend it in
they s-id to me You're aquoting Jack Simons and Jack
Simong is listed therefore it's illegal and therefore
you must cut him out,..l was a liberal still you seq
A liberal who felt that you can't quote someone
else's work as your own - a sense of property you know,
someone elses, I can*t pass it off as my own commodity.
So, T said well, I'1l]l withdraw the thesis, I
wzg s8till in a liverszl frame of mind., T was actually
_quite a sort of liberzl in those days,
Jack Simons said he thought ! was mad and I just
should have lifted his stuff. And, after doing that,
I actually started to think about a variety things
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Rcont: a variety of things in my life, Why was I
just responding to things in this wey...0h, as it
happened someone gave me a book to read, an intwo-
duction to Marxism and it made me think about myself,
as a person who was responging to the ethos of cap-
italist society in this way, becoming such an extreme
form of it, the way I was so competitive - driving
myself fo produce and all this sort of thing, as if
I was such a hot shot, and why did I =21l the time
have to keep on proving it and this slsm made me think
politically again.
~ And this work on Marxism reslly opened my eyes
and *+ was very shockedl,: I actually had re=d the Book
not because I wanted to read the book not for politic-
al reasons but because + was a bit intellectually
arrogent, and for someone as intellectually arrogant
as myself, I thought I should read Marx, just as 1
should read Fabe(?) or anyone else, and all that
sort of thing.

So, I read this thing and it stunned me, All
this business about what I had understood as a const-
itutuignal battle in the seventeenth centurey, they
explained completely differently, end here I was
taking all these years,

And then I started tolhink - this whole thing
rocked my life in general. I was about to go and s
study over in Oxford, but I made up my mind how to
act politically. And ! wasfthinking about isolated
political acts like the had done in the sixties,
And 4 wasn't guite sure what to doy but when I
went overseas, although I was supposed to go and
do a doctorate, already before I left I was orgent-
ating myself back to a political frame of mind
and also defineitely towards illegal activities.

I didn't think directly of ANC or Communist
Party, but I wgsn't unfavourably disposed towards
them,

And something I must mention about that. Now-
ad,ys you see an ANC newspaper every day, but in
those days, I'm not sure to what extent it exist~-
ed, cos they'd very successfully wiped it out of
the newspapers, and if they mentioned either, they'd
mention the Commuhist Party, because they tried to
imply that the ANC was just a front for the CP and
stuff like this,

S0, I wasn't actually sure Bow much the AN
and the CP existed. And so I went overseas, and 1
contacted some people and I don*t know how
seriously they tbok me, because I suppose a lot of
people come over here and say Look I want to get ine-
volved and all that, and they say well there®s time,
i'm going to Oxford and all that. And I kept on
nageging and nagging and I went to Oxford and Ives
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RcontX was getting so fed uph

irst was supposed to do a doctorate, and men
they are such pains in the arses - sorry this is un-
becoming language - they are, really impossible
people.

' was going to @lo a thesis on civil dis-
obedience, and the guy they ive me as & Super=
visor, a chap called Dorking(? very famous, and
all that., But he, regarded clv11 disobedience as a
question of Do you have to prosecute draft resistors?
That's just one minor aspect of the problem and I had
this guy as a supervisor and it was just messed up
from the beginning.

So I changed to something else, and such a

waste of time. Next I have these books 1 want %o
read, and I had to read this crap you see, So,
I went to London and saw one of these blokes, and
he said to me, because I wanted to leave, I wanted
to get out there, so he said to me that I you
went advice, you go to the person that maves you
the advice you want to hear, And he agreed with
me that I should leave,

So 1 then went and transferred my scholarship
to S0AS, the School of Orientel and African Studies,
I'd previously done work on Africaen and Customary
law, thet was what my thesis was on that I*'d with-
drawn you see,

But I didn*t really last very long there§

I basically sterted to use the library and nothing
else, And, nagged them even more to recruit me for
something or other,

Eventually, I don't know how long it took,

I was introduced to people who were quite seriously
considering involving me, and then I was teken
through various political tracts and so forth and

I was very critical, well not critical, but I
argued like mad, particularly about things like

the alliance of the Soviet Union, and the cause,
and action of the Warsaw Pact countries in Cedqk-
oslavia, and all these sorts of things,

Because, I still believed you must gofinto
something &f you're not completely sure that it's
correct, Obviously I'd read a lot, beczuse I knew
that if I were detained, I'd be draw1ng it up(?) so
I read a lot on those things and became sure that 1
could handle it.

Anywey, after a long time, and a lot offithese
people ardbn older generation, who don't know the
sort of debates that people like myself have been gai=
ng through, like I came to Marxism through New Left

Review, Monthly Review, these sorts of things which
are mainly anti-Soviet things and they regard the
South African Communist Party and the African Nati-
ional Congress, with somebhing like contempt, as less-
er organisations who don't quite understand the
nature of class struggle and all that.

When I put these sorts of aguments to these
blokes, they didn't know what I was talking about, anl
there was a big sort of generation gap - I mean some
gg t%ese people like Jow Slov€r are really brilliant,

STnaventt really encountered some of these
s o/ 662184
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DRcont: some of these arguments. I think they do
deal with these arguments, but they're — it's not
an argument they're dealing with iIn their daily
theoretical work,

One or two of the guys I was in contact with,
had studied at LSE and so forth, so they knew the
Robing Blaackburns and intellectual left types.

Anywey, 1 was eventually recruited to doing
various things and they set about a process of train-
ing me, mainly in production of propaganda; How to
send off pamphlet bombs - I never actually did it
in South Africa, they wouldn't let me do it for
various reasons, my being the one person who had
been recruited, and they didn't want to risk me,

But you know,. it's send this up in the
air, and this is the ANC speaking and it's ouite
spectacular. We used to do this in Hampsteszd,
in this flat I was in that I nearly set alight,
dnd they used to sometimes do it on Hampstead Heath,
and nearly get arrested.

Mnyway, I went through that. And they taught me
me various things regarding surveillance and counter-
surveillance and in court cases you try and down-
grade the nature of the training you receive, but
it was actually quite useful and effective, but
what haprens when you're doing it, for so long they
don't watch you, that when yhey do start watching you,
you have forgotten to practice the things that you
have to write it into your daily living,.

But I was still a very boring . intellectual
type, and I gave these guys such a hard time. I dont%
know how long this course was supposed to last, but
it lasted about four times as long, because any
theoretical problem I had, we had to go through,
and I wasn't so keen to learn how to set up these
pamphlet bombs and - I can't remember, they taught

"me a lot of other things'whitch I was really useless
at doing - ways of setting down banners and then you
melt wax and they gave me numerous refresher comrses
end 1 wasn't very ggood at thet, but I would still

go through the numerous theoretical problems,
Ranging from the war to communist attitudes to sex yo
know, Every aspect of the problems - we would
walk around Hampstead Heath, and these guys would
be given a really hard time, because — wanted to be
absolutely sure of everything.

Then that's the period in London. Do you
want it more on the personal side, or do you want
me to go politically? Back to South Africa?

Q: No, tell me about this part - it's interesting.
R: Well, you see, I don't know if you read the book

called the Gadfly snd there's a Soviet novel called
How the Steel was Tempered.
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Rcont: Now in this book, How the Steel was Tempered,

this bloke models himself on the guy from this

book the Gadfly who leads a really puritanical

life and he thinks this is what a revolutionary is.
I was a bit like that, you see: I thought

I had to prove to myself that I could practice self-

denial. The consecuence was Oh, what I lost out onl

Socially and culturally in London - ‘every play I

must have missed, well for about a year;

In a sense it was useful for me, part of
getting rid of these bourgeois trzits, was to
actually a) bresk a pattern of trying all the time to
achieve, achieve, but also to check that I could
actually handle privation. It was a very good train-
ing for prison actually, because prison was fine, T

was used to prison by then. And certain things of
denial,

It's a bit artificual I think, but for my
particular case it was necessary.

Mnywey, they wanted 'me to go to South
Africa, TLuckily, I was offered a job in Durban in
African Government and Law, and they wanted me %o
go there and. produce literature that they sent me:
ANC and Communist Party stuff. TLater I was doing
something else myself, But anyway, from 1971 to
1974, that's what they wanted me to do.

Now they wanted me to go there first. And it
was nice going to Durban, beeause no-one kmew me there,
there wasn't a problem sbout my persona. If I'd
gone back to CTown: I'd be regarded as a politiecal
person and all that sort of stuff, because it would
have been hard to hide the fact that I was now -
to suddenly descend into anonimity because in
Durban hardly anyone knew me,

; I just played the geme of the academic who
was very interested in musie and stuff like that -
in June *71 I went back for 18 months - anyway,
I went there and T used to try amd talk to people
but not politiecslly directly becszuse I didn't want
to have a high profile - I steered clesr of wages
commissions and Nusags. It was very difficult a%
times because on the one hand the potential recruits
would be people who were involved in these sorits
of things. On the other hand, once you get that sort
of profile, the police stsrted paying attention to

you.

I only once spoke on a political platform.
I'd asked Tony Mathews to give a talk on the
Terrorism Act; and he just couldn®t do it. It was
very technical, but I never ever did anything
political,

Anyway, I was a lecturere in comparative Africen
Government, because I wgsn't prepared to,even in
scademic_life, even though I was g libergl, I _do

believe I plejed a progreéssive role znd like I
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to try and do it in a2 very seemingly cynical way

you know I would tear various reactionary writers to
pieces. I would pose questions, but I never came

out in a Marxist position or anything like thi=. I'd
peve the wzy for others, which I hoped the students
would do.

Especially for Africa, I wasn't prepared to spend
my time saying that Africa's a whole mess and all thd
30, . I thought there was space in actually teaching
African Government to give a progressive posgsition,
but not hair raisingly so. And the students were
so ignorant in Durban, thet they wouldn't pick up
what was a progressive posithdon - they Jjust didn't
know much about the stuff, _

In that period, I was t0ld that I mush't prod-
uce stuff until I'm sure that I was clear, but before

I had a chance to do anything, they killed Timal,
and when I saw the inguest, ;..you know the police
threw him out of - well he allegedly jumped out of
the window - so when Timgl?'s incuest was on 1 saw
that he had been doing what I had been doing., So
it was quite brutally and starkly the kind of
thing I would have to face in the future. T Tre-
member I got a circular, we used to communicate with
these underground invisible ink type letters, - I
got a circular which must have gone to quite a few
people in this activity saying hide 211 your machineés
blah, blah, blah.

The thing is I wasn't actually using them,at
that stage. And I thought to myself, has my stuff
been intercepted amd are the police novoing to
trap me?

Now we had some other form of code to check
that out, but it took gquite along time to find the
answer to it. . _

Also because at a certain point around that
time if + recall corredtly, I had some romantic rel-
ationship on the go and it was very hard to go and

develop these letters you see, This person seemed
always to be around in my flat.

So there was a break down in communications
before I even got going. Anyway it was the letter,
but they'd made the error of not individuadlising it
and so I got scared far nothing.

Anyway, I first got something out in July

*73, two things during the vacation. Copies of
Inkululetho, and the next thing 1 was doing was a
Speech at DryDadt's and I remember I was busy doing
it end my father died. While I'm busy doing this
and it was very difficult to attache adequate sig-
nificance to that while I'm busy producing communist
party leaflet.

I did attach significance but I first had to
go through all the motions of putting all my: stuff
away securely and all this sort of thing. But,

Rcont: and like 1 put across a position. But I had
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Rcont: But, you know, people don't realise that when
you're with the underground, you've got two lives
operating simulteneously all the time and it's very
difficult to not act insensitively to the other
aspecte.

I remember people saying that only when I
was arrested did they understand things about the
way I behaved which is very difficufjls In personal
relationships I felt I couldn't form a very close
relationsiip with someone, because I wouldn't be
able to talk about the most intimate parts of my
life or what was most serious to me. And how
would someone like that if the first they heard
about that, when you're in love is that you're
involved in this kind of thing, And I felt this
would be very unfair. And there was cuite a barrier
in relationships.

And it meant that you had to appear that

you were aguite a sell-out and it*s quite difficult to
do that. Unpleasant.

Mnyway, I didn*'t produce very much wefore
December 1974, when I was invited to a conference
in Holland. And the Government paid for me to go
to this conference, the HSRC, and I met with wvarious
people like Jow Slovey over there and we evaluated
what I had been doing. And guite a lot of criticism
of what I had been doing. Not heavy ecriticism,
but just basicdally suggesting to me that I was a bit
of a fool you know, The way I used to go and do some
of these things was really crazy.

Posting, I used to take a whole suitcase and
then dump the whole lot into one post box if I coulg
find one big enough. And they said to me you are
silly, they're going to intercept these things
in one go that way. You must do fifty here and
fifty there,

And tihis stupidity was partly as a result of
working on my own, I didn®t really have someone to
advise me on certain things. And anyway they also -
criticised my attitude to recruiting. Previuusly,
they said I musn®t recruit anyone. And which was
correct,

But after the Portuguese revolution, we all

felt this weas going to dee a spurt forward in the

struggle to free Southern Africa in general, which
' proved to be correct. And their attitudes towards
recruitment became correspondingly more genereus in
the sense that it was felt that we must now think
of drawing in those people.

Md when I was talking about people I knew,

I mentioned this guy Gumdy?), who ultimately became
a state witness, And I just mentioned what I thought
of the guy end I waes given criticism from the level
of his ideological understanding, and the criticised
me sgying that I mustn't look at myself as a sort of
typical recruit. If someone like myself, if they only
recruited people like myself, they would have hzad
no-one in the liberation movement, because most peopk
weren't intellectuals. And they took that criticism

and went overboard to the opposite extremes, And
I came to the conclusion I should recruit this guy
oo +/10.360




. -/1an0360 ‘3_ Suttner

Rcont: recruit this guy when I came back,

MAnyway, it proved ultimately to be an error.
But in the meantime, I recruited a Zulu lecturer
called Jenny Roxborrough, who was very dedicated in
a personal sense, in that she was friendly with me
and all that.

1 didn*t really have a lot of time to politic-
ise them properly in the way I had been, very long
period of trzining, so that only eight months or so
before ! was arrested, from September to June,

*To%

And, one of the effects of recruiting them,
was we produced much more. Because for three people
to produce something it is much ocuicker., I also
wrote something myself called Yukeni and I intended
this to be comment on the spo% on various things,
events we were able to intervene.,

What was gquite useful is that we intervened
in regard the talk of dialogue between African States
in South Africa, and we brought out something -

No Dialogue with Apsrtheid, Tales Abroad, Fascism at
Home, a2ll sorts of stuff, but they used it at the
OAU, so it was quite useful that they could say
people inside were making all these kinds of inter-
ventions.

We used to send stuff to the movement over-
seas, Anyway, we produced a lot of stuff in the
months before I was arrested.

Q: Just tell me, how did you go about recruiting them?
How did you speak to them?

R: Well, T just sort of put abstract questions to
them like 'What happens, these days we've got a
situation where you might find someone knocks on
your door, and he's being hunted by the police,
en MK gHtrilla or something. What would you do?%??
Abstractly, and then, I can't remember the rest.
You see, the thing is someone like this Yenny Rox-
burg is a very honest person. This other bloke
appears to be honest and quite committed without
saying anything. Didn®t seem a big step for him to
take, but I think he took it romantically.

In her case, I don't think whe realised the
full consecuences of, well both of them didn't
realise the full consecuences of it. In his case
it was a bit romantic for him. He didn't understand
that it was a lasting permanent thing. IN her case
it would have taken time to deepen that. involvement,

So, I can't remember the details of how I
raised it. I think in his case he was asking what
he should do. I was fairly friendly with hime. I
was friendly with her as well, but it hadn*t been a

ess 11w 805




AT s MR © Suttner

Rcont: hadn'®t been a political one. But it was a
very sort of close relatfionship in the sense that
she used to talk to me s lot about problems and
stuff like this.

50, there was a degree of trust in our
relationship already. Building on a personal rel-
ationship rather than a political intervention, a
political state of recruiting.

I used to test out other people, one or t
other people, who I had political discussions with
but I felt would be unsuitable.

Q: So, what would have been unsuitable?
R: Well, you have to be sure people are going to lp
keep vulet about this. Because, it's like Kunf{ -
he did once want to walk out on this business which
is really risking me completely. And you can't have
thet sort of thing.

If someone is going to be flighty sbout it,
?Hd not realise what is entailed, that's quite a
roblem, A lot of people are intellectually involved
and they know a lot more than I do about theoretical
things, but they actually haven't got a moral
commlttment. And * think it' S a combination of the
moral and theoretical that ore looks for. And it's
very difficult to gssess. I still don't kmow what
mekes womeone morally committed, Cos a lot of people,
especially now, are very involved and they get
positive reinforcement all the time for it.
And when you're working underground you don't
get positive reinforcement for it, so you've got to
be really committed to start off with. It's very
hard to tell this before the person actually got
involved, how they would react to the stresses .
Somethlng I found, I wasn't actually that scared
when I was on my own. But this guy Kunl was ve;y
scared and 1 got scared and he used to make me Wery
nervous.
You know, +they once had a report, Police
Hunt City Prlnter” now I was - sorry at the same time
I should mention - at the same time our rhoneo
machine had broken down and I had taken it in to
be fixed. So, what * do in these instances, is I
put on sunglasses, put on a suit and all this sort
of stuff and I proceed to take the rijoneo machine
downe. But I have to use his car, because it was a
fancier car %hen mine, And he was absolutely pet—
rifeéed by this.

Now the result of this was that I started to
think of my activities. This guy had actually writ-
ten a book on this affair, But I've got some here.
It's not published.

He remarks how he once went posting somewhere

and sto Ee %t a post box, there's a policemen there
out” and nosf
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Rcont: if there's a policemen there, I still get out
and post. Now the thin% about it was, 1 was totally
immersed in doing it; was aware this was a policew
man but to not post would have been even worse in

the situatmin, whereas he was very much more aware
of the consequences of being caught doing this.

Now, I got 211 jumpy in comsecuence. You can't
tell how people are going to rezct in those situstions
until you 8o recruit them. Now I wes scared, but
I was acclimatised to it.

Breazkeso

Now let me think what else there wes in that
pel"iod.

?

Q: What about, you weren't nervous and then you got
Them involved =nd started putting stuff out and
just the kind of getting more nervous. ¥Yid you
know they were onto you?

R: No, I sort of sensed something, and was just
Intuitively - you know when you doing illegal activ-
ities you become quite suspicious, I mean super-
stitious,

I remember in prison, Dave Rabkin once szid
we walk round a little yard and there's a ladder, and
I walked round the ladder and he says why does Jakob
the boer walk under the Ladder, but Suttner the
Marxist walk roumd it agin®?

You sort of hedge your bets a little bit with
these sorts of things and I didn't feel, just in case
there were some areas of humen existence that dislec-
tic materialimm doesn't account for, I will not
tempt them by letting black cats cross my path or
what have you.

S0, I did intuitively feel something was
happening. I was under a lot of pressure, You
know it's like the South African Defence Foree,
When they have a huge intake they don't actually
have the structure to handle it properly, Hence,
all sorts of things were going wrong s few years back.
In the army. And I think it was because of some-
thing like that.

It's the same with the democratic movement.

We have mobilised thousands of millions of peobdle,
but we haven't actuelly organisationally develpped
to that level,

Now, in my own case - suddenly I wes producing
thousands of pamphlets and what haye you and I
wasn't actuelly thinking it out clearly. I was
making errors and I didn't have senior people around
me to advise me as to how to handle things and we
were going to meet around dmly, but I was nabbed in
June,

Q: Where were you going to meet?
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R: Sweziland or somewhere like that you know,

It was quite difficult keeping two personae.
Being legal and illegal. dJust how to keep an aca-
demic job, do fairly progressive things and also
do this at the same time,

Anyway, I was bringing out a special issue
on the Freedom Charter, in 1975 - twentieth anniver-
sarye. Toey wanted to get out ten thousand copies and
we were doing that when I was caught.

L: Before June 25th?

R: June 26th. And, ..do you want to know the details
of why I was caugnt eand all that? I mean it's not
madly interesting.

Having made that prelude of how I didn't hgve
the assistance of other people in getting advice and
that it was the prelude to these errors which got me
caught,

You see, it was problematic to get money in.
S0, I was paying for quite a lot of things out of my
own money and the consecuence was that when I went to
et these thousands of envelopes, It was very diff-
icult to buy them. I mean ideally you should get
fifty here and fifty there. And it's incredibly
expensive.

And I found doing it through the university
was anonymous, I could do it through the officials
there and just get blenk envelopes at the uni-
versity store.

Anyway, I wented ten thousand of a particular
sire. It was quite a2 big issue of our thing and
it was okay except that they only had three thousand.
They ordered snother seven thousand. And these en-
velopes had guite a distinctive mark at the back.

So the security police just went off to the
factory snd asked who'd ordered these. And they said
the university. And they then called the assistant
at the place and they then got me.

When they caught me, they just had the proff
there right away. So I knew it was over then for
me. So it was just a question of,

Q: You mean they held the assitant and then they got
you? :

R: Yeah, they held him for twenty four hours.UUntil
They caught me. You see, I'd been posting in Maritz-
burg end when I got back someone shouts 'Mr. Suttner?!'
And I came out, with a sort of kosh - I don't
know what I wanted to do with itl Defend myself or
whete..it was something I had bought - I just thought
maybe I could defend myself should the occasion arise.

. ../14000545




v A, O BAS = # Suttner.

Rcont: But they didn't know who they were getting.
They had eight cars with five people in each - twelve
cars with a huge nubber of police. And they all
surrounded me and I put my thing down very quickly.

And within a short while, they informed me
that they knew all this information. The thing is
Tthey just didn't know who else was involved in it,
so this was the problem.

And, do you want to know about the interrogats
ion? Well, they sort of searched my house for sbout
an hour or so. I was etaying in those days in Queens-
borough just outside Durban.  They took me to police
headquarters, special branch, in Fisher Street it's
called and they asked guestions and cuestions and they
wanted to know who these other peonle were.

I came out with all sorts of things like I
really didn't know who they were, o used to go
and meet someone in the middle of some park or some-
things T didn't know who he or she was. And they
kept on and on.

My feeling was I was going to be beaten up or
tortured so I wanted to be tortured when I was strong
rather than when I was weak. Uos I'd heasrd stories
of how people hadn't s&i@ a word for days and then
they collapsed and told everything., I didn't went
to be tortured when I was weak. I wanted to actually
if they were going to do, do it and get it over
withe

50 I s2id look here I'm not ssying enything.

I don't mean to be rude, but that®s all I'm going

to say. 'But you are being rude.' 4And they kept on
at me for a while and then at a certain point,
Colonel Steenkesmp, who's now head of the Special
Branch, or “ommisioner of Police, I can't remember
which, about a year ago, came in and twisted my

nose you see,

¢ Was that the first time they'd been physical?

Q
R: Hmme A few days later I looked in the mirror and
there was blood on my nose. That was like a signal
for the violence., He said 'This is a very serious,!
I didn't know who he was. And o..(?591)

A short while later, Warrsnt Officer Tayloe, who
I believe is g Captain now, came in wearing a
butcher's uniform. And he blindfolded me and took
my glasses off, I h-.d like sunglasses and said now
we are going to teach you something. Took me away
and handcuffed me, stripped me and then put electrodes
on my genitals and on my fingers and my hands were
swollen and my elbows were swollen for cuite a long
time after that. He kept on putting it on off, on off,
on off, on off, wanted to know who + was working
withe
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Rcont: Mnd you gagged you see, So you indicate
through the gags thet yop want to tell them some-
thing. s

So I was telling them stuff about overseass and
all that sort of thing., And it's quite interesting.
In spite of getting electric shocks you can actually
think., There were some things I actually wented to
inform people of,

For example, I wanted the people to know
I had been held. No one knew I was held, so I
needed others to escape. The rule is you escape
when someone else is held, :

They didn't happen to escape, but they were
infonfred of it and the one, the women Roxborough
drew out money, but she didn't push off. Anyway..

@4: They were informed by other people?

R: They were informed because they raided the uni-
versity. I had stuff hidden at the university and
I told the police thisg

Now, once you raid the university, everyone
knows that you've been arrested. Now these people
could have gone. But, there was also a danger.
The longer, the more stuff they went through at the
university, the more it might lead them to who the
other people were,

Side endsSeses«633
SIDE B: 000

R: They were already questioning people about who
T knew and all that, so that together with certain
other things might very well have led them to who
I was working with.

Md I came to realise that they must heve arrest-
these other two guys, after apout two days when the
questioning seemed to change,

In the meantime, they did torture me some more
Like - during these electric shocks I informed them
of the university, so the whole of the next day, they
were coming in to ask me mew things after this raidl

And T didn't sleep at 2ll. They just carried o
on interrogating me the next day. They didn't tor-
ture me during the dsy. Then, what hapnened was,
at about five or seven o'clock, one of these guys,

a chap called Coetzee, who's had half his ear bitten
off by some wrestler or some criminal, I don't know
what, takes me off to Durban Police Station and says
lock, you just go and have a2 good nights sleep and
tomorrow you can meke a clesn bresst of it and you'll
feel fine ou know. He really felt good about that.

S0, knew I wouldn't be left alone. About fiwe
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‘Reont: About five minutes of them going, you hear

this guy sheuting, 'Ons gecn jou vokking communist,
jou vokking dood maak.' We're going to kill that
fucking communist and I'm going to kgﬁk him and this
that and the other.

And you know cells meske a helluva noise, so
even the cell door is enough. to maske you pretty
scared without the shouting.

And they come banging crashing in there and
it's these young thugs, sort of warrent officers
level.,

And what they want to pretend is that they're
doing things off their own. The officers know no-
thing about it. You see, when I was tortured the first
time, I'm blindfolded so theoretically I can't ident-
ify enyone.

Then the second time, it's now the youngsters
doing it without the knowledge of the others, Any-
way, it wasn't so heavy. Well it was cuite heavy,
standing, and in a crouched pesition balancing what
they called my bibles Marx and Engels snd Lenin on
my arm outstretched and exercises and lying on the
table in uncomfortable positions, and wvarious sorts
of demesning sorts of activities., This again went
right through the night if 4 remember correctWJ.

And the next morning the officers arrive,

Did you have a nice sleep? and gll this like sort of
verfectly happy and what have you. And then they
call me into Steenkamps office and he says to me,

Look here, you are completely uncooperative., I've

got your diary here and I8®m going to arrest the whole
lot of them.

Now, obviously, I'm not such a moron that
I'm going to keep in my diary people who I'm working
with, So I said just do that, it's on your conscience
and you can carry on this torture it's still going
to make no difference. And he liked looked shocked
gs if What am I talking about? and all that sort of
stuff.

So, anywey, as I say, around the Wednesday,
after about two days, obviously they'd got these
other people because the tone of the questioning
changed. And it was a guestion of mopping up op-
erations from then jon.

All along theJ had enough to convict me,
So they wanted to finish the case and I assumed we'd
all be charged, but these others were obviously
marked out as being victims of this, mg mefarious
activities, and they ended up using them as state
witnesses, and me charged.

There were a few sort of amusing instances
in this situation. Like, they still think there's
more thet I know, that I know sbout Yeremy and David,
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Reont: And Devid, who I'd never met before. So they

are still trying fo find out about that. And they
call me into this guy Steenkamp's office, and he says
Youi sit on the Tloor becsuse you are itwenty yea
younger then me or something. #nd he seys %uff $o
me and gives me = long lecture. :
*Jen Smuts died before his time. Brahm Fischeer
was born before his time.' And =211 this sort of
. long harangue, and then 'How would you like it if
- ' the' Arabs raided Isrsel?' Implying that I must nec-
essarily be a Zionist or something.
‘ And then he says, 'If you don't talk, we
will have to resort to KGB methods.' And I argued,
saying that you. have  already used, 1f you mean by thﬁ
torture - I didn't want to argue with him and say it
had already been used.
My attitude was I'm not 501ng to ask for a
Iiding. And then he says, *Vat hom we§ Take hlm
away. And they just took me away and think that
was the end of the: violence, and the next few weeks.
of my detention, I was just, they were just monﬂlng
up on the case. #nd then I was in court.

Q: Just before you go on to that stage, how did you
Teel? Were you pretty pissed off that those two had
not gone as they were supnosed to?

R: You know, as I say, I felt — I mean I think it's
completely wrong to be a State Witness, but in their
case, you know them hadn't had a long time of involwe-
ment like myself., So I do feel that no-one should be .
a state witness, but I think I didn't feel very
angry . I feel it's wrong for anyone to.do it, not
the particuvlsr individual.

In the particular individual's case, it was
perhaps more mitigating, if there is mitigatiom,
then if there's someone who is seasoned act1v1qt
like Say prner(q) felt and gave evidence 9gelnct
‘Brehm Fischer., "o, I didn't feel particularly

upset.

I mean, at the same time if people said it,
was 0.,K. I said no it's not o.k. Not because 1t Wes
mey S0, it didn't worry me particularly.

Q: It didn'"t make you feel bitter?

R: No, you know, basically it _didn't mske much dlff—
erence to my - I don't think I would have got less
or more and I.would have felt differently if it was
someone like .eremy who is a close friend of mine
were to do Soﬂetnwnﬁ like this. I would be stunned,
I just don't believe it is possible for “eremy to

do sometnlng like thst. But I doiln®h regaré those
people in the seme 11tht '
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Bcont: They were not real comrades you know. I haéd to o
do the writing on my own. I couldn't really gain much

from thep. Whereas when Jeremy worked he worked with

Daevid Rabkin and Susan Rabkin and they very quickly
were_very sort of relisble people in themselves, And

now I didn't have that. I didn't feel the same way.

Q: How long were you held before the trisl?

B: Five months, but not all of it was detention., Some
of it was a waiting trisl. 3

Qk So when did you have the trial finall¥?

I

It was November 13, 1975

%: Let me just go back before you get into that,
ecause I didn't ask you one thing about your re-
cruitment stage. You actually met Slover. Was that
- by 1985, he's been in the papers so much and the
Sunday Times has pieces about it. At that stage,
was he some kind of big figure to you?

R: No, well I had read the stuff he'd written and I
admired that veyy much and in so far as * had dealt
with him I had a lot of admiration for - well let's
put it this way, I don't want to comment about

what he is doing at the moment, because that is some-
thing for him to decide on at the moment, because
there are certain legal constraints, if i were to
approve it I would lay myself - let me say that in
my dealings with him, I have a lot of admirstion for
what he does, what he has done, and I admifed his
understanding of various things. But * was a very
minor aspect of what he was doing presumably, geal-
ingrwith me, What didn't come through in the way

he appears in the press, is that he's got a very good
sense of humour. He's very funny.

I remember, he used to come end see me and I
stayed with some o0ld woman who was one of these Christ-
ien Science people, Ron Hubbard's group and I was
busy explaining she goes out, and she's here during
the day, and goes out to work, so he says *Yes, she
-works for him' trying to imply that this woman is
keeping me. He's a very funny guy and he was alweys
messing around with jokes and so forth. I saw a side
to him, which doesn't emerge in the picture of him
as some sort of gorgon monster in the press.

" Qs Does that also say something about the actual
numbers of white amtivists in South Africa then?
That someone as senior as him would be working with
someone as unseasoned as you?

BR: I don't know, I wouldn't like to say. I don't
know what his status is, or cos I really don't know,
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C: Is that a commentary on the numbers of is that a
commentary on the ...

R: There were very few people working, whatever his
seniority or otherwise might have been, which I don't
know. But, I think that there were very few people,
I mean ANC and the Communist Party was not very active,
cos Umkonto we Sizwe didn't have the military
presence. In the country at the time, our prescence
in these sort of propaganda things was virtually
the only presence that there was in the country at
the time when this business set in.

S0, that is true in a sense,

Q: Because the other thing, I'm getting too involved
in your story, that I want to bring out is the role
of whites, Did you have any sense of the thing that
there were blacks doing the same thing in the town-
ships? Who couldn't just walk into the university
store and get envelopes?

R: No, I think it was a job that was certainly much
easier for a white to do - well certainly not for
an Africen. TiyPW@1l was a teacher so he had access
to certain things. :

I mean it reguired skills, I knew how to
type, so that was one less person 1 needed to recruit
if I needed to get someone else to type. I think
Tip@Q1l had to get someone to type if I remember
correctly.

So I could type. I had access to various
other things, like I had a car. So there were a
variety of reasons which made it much easier for
whites to do that sort of work.

Either alone or po®entially in collabcration
with blacks, but 1 didn't meet blacks who I could
potentially recruit.

Q: Did the people outside try to encourage you to
Tecruit blacks? or did they feel it was better to
work with whites?

R: They didn't try and encoursge me to recruit any-
one until that very late stage in my case.

: And this identification with the TifiW@ll case was
ecause it happened right when you were sort of ..

R: But he was doing the same sort of things as me.
Q: I never knew that.
R: It's quite stark. If you doing that kind of work

The coding methods are very similar and all that, so

¥ou ggrt of get a foretaste of what's going to happen
0 you,. :
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Q: So, how do you sort of learn that? Cos I never knew

anything about this case?®?

R: Well}it's in the press and that. It was a very big
case. 7He's one of the people who's one of the heros
of the struggle and he's one of the people who people
feel very upset about. He died in a period when there
were very few things happenlng and people feel very
affected by it. Still. He's still mentioned as one
of the heros, In songs and poems.

%: I know he was a hero from being held in detention,
ut * never knew his case was that he was doing
propaganda.

R¥ “e did this stuff when he was with Amina Desaif
and Mohammed Esop.

Q: Because often it doesn't come out, because with
other detainees who've died in detentlon you never
know . .

R: No, this is what he was doing.

Q: So, can I just ask you a bit about that? So you
remember opening the paper and thinking this really
hits home or how did it happen?®

R: No, I looked at the pictures and when I read it I
could see he was doing the seme things as me.Just

in case I had any doubts as to the treatment I would
get in detention, it was brought home fairly force-
fully .

Q: And you didn't say to yourself but. 42 at that
stage or whatever blacks have died, but no white has
ever died?

R: No, I thought I might well die in detention.

: Once you were detained? But when you read that in
he paper when he died and there had never been a
white until Agget died in detention. Did you think
to yourself, that' s what happens to a Black, but it
would never happen to a white?

R: No, I didn ‘t think so. I thought it wes a poss-

Tbhility. I dfdn't actually think at the time, I

was the first white to get electric shocks as far

as I understend it. But not supprisingly, because

I'd heard about it and I was psychologically pre-—
ared for it. I don't know how I feel now, but

ghen I was = I remember one person talklng to me and
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Rcont: and saying you've got to get it into your hedd
That you may die, but there's something bigger that
continues and get yourself into that frame of mind.
And it's an everdya matter for Africans to
be tortured, to get electric spocgs and all that.
And in some situations I think it s bebter to die
than. to do some things so 1 hope I will continue
to believe that. But I was fairly reconciled to
that pessibility. I thought it was guite possible
that they would kill me, But I mean that's a bit
unrealistic and I wasn't such a big shot that they
would have killed me, They make mistakes - you
know they keep the shocks on too long and all that,

¢ But I think there is a feelingemong whites now,
I mean especially before Agget, that what they did
to blacks they wouldn't do to whites. Did you feel
that? _

R: No not really, No not really. They broke both
Zllen Brooks® legs - Allen Brooks is a friend of mine.
So I knew that, and they beat up Stephanie Hemp, so

I knew they would beat me up.

Msojpecause of my CP links - it's different
with llberals. I mean Agget wasn't - I didn t know
him well, but certainly in my view he wasn't”"a member
of anyparticular organisation. So that in itself
is unusual.

: They tend to kill people who are actually
~linked to these organisations.,

Q: Let me just be a bit cliniecal so T can understand
it - how your case wos different. You would say that
whites have been tortured before and beaten up
before, but «.e

R: Mainly Communist Party and ANC people.

Q: Because people habve said to me you were treated
worse than any white before you.

R: That might be true, I'm trying to think - you
¥now Allen Brooks had both his legs broken, so I
cen't tezlly say that to be electric shocked is worse,

Q: But that was a fact -« do you think it was because
They didn't give electric shocks before or just
because they didn't do it to whites?

R: No, they 'd dine electric shocks before, but they

hadn't caught a CP person for year.s. They didn't
believe when I admitted that wos the case. I

mean they did believe it, but they were a bit stagger-

ed,Then they would go to’ the opposite extreme and say
" I was Brahm Fischer's successore. And I said well I
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Rcont: And I.said 'Well, I wish that were so, but
it's not the casel' Mnd they accused me of writing
some things which I hadn't written, snd which were
the official orgens of the CP and the ANC,

were mgngn Fe%a.000% gf{eésﬁaggglgfb%hg%a%a%grygﬁf‘
but I don't write as well as that.' So they
couldn®t understend that I would admit that proudly.
And I think that - but they wanted urgently to find:

these people before they skipped the country. That's
why they tortured me, : ;

gi Mnd al;9 it was the first case — I' don't know
about Allen Brooks e..

R: He was in ARM, but he's actually also in other
things.

2 And that was way back in the sixties.

In *64.

 {=2)

¢ That was ten years. Was there anyone elge in those
en years?

O

Mlowmbam's
: HeoSgy snd Hed=wmee(?) were tortured = bit. I can't
remember the details, but they are quite funny, these
security police.
They like, he was sunburnt and they'd take
sandpaper you know znd go and rub the sunburn off and
this sort of thing with Hosg.

e

Q: How is his name spelt?

R¢ Hosey - he's a2 British citizen. He came out here
To do this stuff here and then he was nabbed§
I don't know what else they did to him, They
didn*'t tortute him muech you see,
And there are no other whittes that I can re-
member, since the '64 period whofs been tortured.

Q: There weren't really people picked up. There
wasn't much going on.

R: There were people picked up. Well, the Dean of
Johennesburg was treated pretty badly. That wes
in *7l. He wasn't tortured, but they degraded him.
He was FrenchhBeytach(?) They treated him badly.

Q: Is he around?

E: I think he's oversess. Mnd then there weas this
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Rcont: And then there was this guy Quinton Jacob-
son, who they actually aquitted, It was around the
time of linesbesl He had something like the Anarchist's
Cookboo? or something. And they tried to show that
this WeSaeee '

Q: What sbout if you were to talk about the trisl it-

self?
R: My trial?

Q: Yeah. So what exactlye...it was five months after-
wards?.

R: Yes, I wag detzined for something like 49 days,
Then I was in Durban central prison while I was a-
waiting trial.

I think it's quite 1ntere5u1ng to know
little bit about the prison. Because, I don't know,
I had an idea of what detention would be like,
Howevermterrible it was, it was more or less what I
expected.

Wheress I somehow felt awaiting trial would
be great. And going into a2 prisgon is dreadful. Just
the whole -~ like the doors everything, evergpthing
mekes such a noise. This sort of Bhattering sound.
Every time they opened the keJ - these guys pride
themselves, the youngsters in putting the keys in.

I think it may be that there®s like an
equivalent of a sexual connotztion. Shove the key
in and sort of pull it hard - sort of like rape
almost. Bang, crash, you know it sounded like shat-
tering glass every time they opened., Your nerves
are really on edge in those places,

And they would make a noise right through
the night. The first nidght I was there someone
tried %o 8lit his wrists and I thought 0 God,
is this what happens every night in prlso And T
just felt terribly shaken.

But I did get used to it. it was much
better when we were convicted. I was for five months
‘there and basically it was quite interesting.

The white prisoners generally had a very good
attitude towards us political ones, Except one or
two who shout abuse at things. On the whole there
was quite a lot of respect. Particularly amongst
violent ones, They were very impressed when we
first arrived in prison and get seven and & half
years.,

They can't understand this and also that
you're not at all ashamed. They found it wvery odd.
They would keep on saying *Hy is a vare gentleman.?
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Rcont: He is a gént. that guy. Cos I'm all respect-
able gnd all that. They can't understefid why I rockd
up there, '

4

Q: But this was the politicals....(?261)

R: After I was convicted I was also with these guys a
bit=they kept me in solitary after I was, convicted
a bit. But I'1ll tell you about that just now,

Q: I guess I want to make sure that I get what the
whites have to doe What did you expect to see in the
courtroom? It must have been really important to
see the supporters. Had you had any visitors during
the five months?

R: Yeah, while I was awaiting triall 1 alweys hed
Tots of visits. I had used up all my visits and let®ers
every day. I had quite a lot of friends in Durban,
but my family would come down as well.

Peopge in Durban orgenised to send me food anm
they came in every day. Or whatever with visits.
I don't remember how many visits you could have - I
think two a week or one a day, I can't remember.

Myway, so when I arrived in court, there
were ‘people there,

G: And (?275)

Rm On the final day, they were,quite upset -you see,
T think they .were upset when I talked in court and I
think the way they run the show, the way court cases
are depicted - on the one hand, you(ve got the

state trying to presnet an ideological picture of
someone who deserves to be sent to jail, who's done
these terrible deeds etec, etc.

And when you watch this being unfolded, it
doesn't actuﬂlly correspond to the way you understand
what you've done.

AMthough 1 was edmitting that I had done
various thingg, the way the court case actuslly depict-
ed it - F've actually written on these things in that
South African Review article - it actually depicts
1t in a way that demerits it of all social content.

30 it became s technical matter. It was y
helluva boring this court case = really I was like
falling a_leep most of the time.

So, it's only when you do get a chance to
have your own say, that you sort of sg+ back - I
don"t know what you call it - the forces of evil! -
but you set back once sgein and affirm the correct-—
ness of what you've done and set a new , and you
contest the terrain.
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Rcont: And you contest the terrain ssying No, I'm

prepared to accept this, that and the other,

I was getting a bit upset about thit obviously.

And that was think a dgy or two before was
sentenced. I was found guilty and then on the day
of sentencing] I seemed very upset and I didn't
understand why. And then when I rocked up there,
Winnie Mandela wes there, wearing green gold and
black you know, I didn't expect her there, but I
thought it wag very nice.

Q: '76 was this?
R: November *75.
Q: So she was still living in Soweto?

: She'd just been unbanned for a while, (Yes) Tlere
hadn't been political trials for a long time. And
I wasn't quite sure whether to stick my fist up and
I wasn't sure how people would react. And when I
stuck my fist up they 211 immediately stuck their
fists up. It was a mainly black crowd and I be11eve
- when I was downstairs, they were all singing Nkosi
Sikelele Africa, and my mother told me the Judges
btegistrar was in tears.,

So, it wes an unusual case, because people

I know hadn't seen a case for & long time and they
were a bit shocked that I should say I was correct
and that my career should be wasted as they thought
it wes.,

Q: And there hadn®t been any black triasls recently
Pefore that?

R: Not so many .

: When you saw Winnie Mandela, did she say anything
o you?

HO

R: Yes, T can't remember somethlng like hello, how
are you?d. I was telling about Nelson mainly aend 1
was shouting across the dock you know and basically

L don't think we understood what one snother was
saying, with the distance between us and the number
of police between us,

Qs I think there's a quote of what she said to you
in the book I read.

R: I have seen it. I don't kmow if that's what she
said to me, but It was in the newspapers - I've got
cuttings of the trial.
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B: Do you went to say much about the trial itself?

R: Basically very boring. The thing with these cases
is they produce every typewriter and every piece of
paper and 1'd already admitted half the stuff,

Basieally they wanted to give the impression of
this terrible communist who'd done 211 these things.
And one of the newspapers had a photograph - I can
show you the cutting actually, it's quite interest-
ing. They were making out that I wag a very attract-
ive personality, always smiling and this, so the
impression they were trying to give is that I was
underneath this deep criminal, sort of this psycho-
pathic personality.

: So, the image of the apparently nice guy,
along with these lots of boxes and pamphlets and
equipment was meant to imply that this is how devious
these types are and that while appearing to be so
they used a word 'innemindeglimlage' meaning engaging
smile or something like that. and it was actuslly
to entice people into these nefarious activities.

So they go through all these boring activities
to prove that sort of you knowe I was falling asleep
except that they produced various things. JLike they
S&chsba with sort of quotes from our magazines

nd I was very interested in that and I wanted to
See my own copye. ¥For my defence I said, a=nd they
wanted to play excerpts of Freedom Radio but the
defence lawyers objected. But + was very happy
about this I would like to have heard mt. But
they thought it would prejudice my case you see,

As interest goes I thought it was helluva
boring. - _

Q: Who were your lawyers?
R: George Bizos and Raymond Tucker.

Q: Is there anything to say sbout the trisl in terms
of you being white?

-R: I don't know. I think I was given ocuite good

attention by the press., I thought the press treated
me reasonably well. The judge, I think the judge
said T wes disgusting especially to entice this
young woman - it was shockingl! Judging from the
judgement, they sort of implied that this person

had recently had a romentic involvement and some-
-one like me took adventage of this, to entice her
into my = he used the word nefarious - activities.,
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C: And how would you say - I read the thing you wroke
about in the South African Review — that what the Stde's
trying to do with the white trizsls as opposed to =2
black trial, -

R: I think a white trial - it's similar in a wey,
except in 2 bleck trisl, they have to extract from a
whole history of repression, supnression, denisgl of
rights
Now in the case of a wnlte, obviously that's
not part of my histor Mnd it's more in my head a
A motivation which aren t really taken account: of in
the trisl. Only when you give your speech from the
v  dock - you can't do thﬂt anymore. Then you can bring
out your side.
But I think with the whites they want to de-
pict people as ordinary - no, I wouldn't like to say
ordinary criminals, that's too simplistic. I think
they have problems with it. I can't remember how
they trested Brahm Fischer.

In my case, the judge didn't try to engsge
me on the moral questions.. " I raised moral reasons
why I did things and he just said basically that's
no excuse and didn't go into it., He just bucked the
auestion,

Yo, it would very, I didn't like to - you
know in Barbara Hogan's case however, I'se actuall
done an analysis of that in some other article. But
this chap says 'When we come to punishment, we apply
basic principlests The punishment must fit the crim-
inal ‘and the crime. ' \

Now, what he's doing here is first of a2ll he's
abstre ctlng from a veriety of other things. WFirst of
2ll, apertheid's a crime in internati onzl law. Now,
t“{t doesn't come into consideration. Barbara Hogan's
own motivations, tthe fact that she acted in support o
a movement thst has a lot of support whatever one
might think of that, Thaffisn't taken @éccount. Shete
gbstracted and isolated ad an individual criminal. .

He then goes to talk about this very seriou.
thing that she's done. :Disturbing the peace and
trancuility in South Africa especiglly in so sensitive
a field as the labour field.

Anywey, this again implies there's peace and
tronouility in South Africas Now what sort of peace
and trznouility is there in Crossrozds?  Resettle-
mente =2nd so forth., There's an attempt then to
individuslise the offender s the sort of exception
who hzs disturbed a basically peaceful society. '

Most judges don't go that fsr. This is 2
paerticularlsjreactionary judee who did +this.

Q: And why did you think that was, because. they were
Peing too effective?
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R: I don't know. I don't think that's necessarily
why. I think that they had other reasons, There's

a commission that was amended gbolishing a State Wit-
ness from the dock, for other reasons. I don't know
whether it had anything to do with statements which
people made, I'm not sure.

Q: 0.K: So the trisl - I was interested in your
situation with whites and also because you obviously

/with your whole legzl background, did you feel you
got anymore insights intofthe role of the judiciary
through your detention?

R: Yes.. But I must say first of all, I got a lot of
support in certain seétions of the university aca-
demic sector. Law sector - there was a lot of ant-
agonism amongst certain people. I don't know
exactly why, but there was a lot of very heavy att-
itudes. You know, although I generally had a lot

of support, 1 didn't get it from a lot of these
sectors. . ,

As regards students, they were very support-
ive. Young people in general.

As regards insight into the judiciary, the
sort of thing I'm writing now, is partly as a result
of seeing from the other side the way a trial is
depicted. I didn t recognise myself as the way it
was depicted. 4 Took at the way a trisl is construct-
ed, as a reconstruction of an historical event, a
series of events - now they actually only consider
certain things signifiecant. The result is that
what the accused considers most significant seems to
get very little showing often. And I was aware of
that, but I didn t write on it for a long time,
because ¥ wasn't studying lawg in prison until near
the end.  #nd basically it was only when I was allow-
ed to register at Unisa for a doctorate in law -
you had to de too many theses - the one is this
thing that I'm going to publish on the judiciary,.

I started to do quite a lot of work on it.
It's supposed to be twenty five pages and it was
ninety nine pages double spacing. 1 did quite a
lot of work but it was ideas that I had been think-
ing of before went to jail but I think that that
experience help#d to crystallise some things.

Q: And is that experience one that whites wouldn't
even be able to understand that aspect of apartheid
society except for being in that position?

R: I wouldn®t say so. No I think there are a lot of
Things you ean begin to understand without experienceing
them. I think that prison is something for a white B

go into if he or she wants to understand what it's

like to undergo privations every day like blacks doe.

. -0/2‘90 . -A64




oes/29...464 R Suttner,

R: But ¢rials is something else you know.

Q: At the trial there were Tots of blacks in the coutt.
Were they blacks you knew or were they just there
because of wht you represented?’

R: Some of them I knew, but most I didn't. They were
"VEery walm. 5

1o

¢ So that must have been really interesting.

"R: No, it was very nice. I saw the last comy of the
daily news, so I'could see the headlines and 1 reslised
They had sung in court so + had some idea. And it

was something that kept me going for = while. Cos

they kept me in solitary for three and a half months
after that. It was quite irportant as that memory.

Q: And when was, K this July '76. So after the trial,
you were in solitary for three months and then they
put you into Pretoria Centrel. So was that finally
important to get in with those guys. ‘ -

R:Yeah. It wes terrible in solitery. Becduse 1
was expecting to go straight to the others and they
interrogated me some more,

Q: Why?

R: Well, they thought 1 knew sbout Jeremy and David
and other groupings and so they kept me there. You
get ouite a fright. Suddently you find sixteen of
these guys rock up to guestion you and well I just
wasn't sure what would happen - whether I would get
beaten up or what. And they still kept me there
after that for another three and a2 half months.,

It was nice being put with the others,

¢ Who was thepe?®?

tsen,Dennis Goldberg, Alex Mambares, Marids
un- Hosey, John ™a#hews, Tomms, - Raymond
didn't a2ctuzlly communicate with him,
becsuse he had been a2 Staté Witness, in the cawme
ageinst Harold Strachen.

I'm trying to think who else, . That was all
at the beginning, but do you want to know who weas
there during my whole period or?

Then Jeremy Cronin, David Rapkin, Tim

Jenking, Stephen leg, ..

: Dave Ki
S#pon, Sha
Tomms - 1

1O
(1]

What were they two bust for?

e

Same things as me.

| Vo)

: Doing pamphlets. -

R: They were very effective, because Jenkins had ha&
Very high level training in that sort of stuff. He
wzs very good with his hands. He could produce very
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Reont: He could produce very effectively.
Then there was Renfrew Christie and Guy Berger : 3
I'm trying to think who else, And I didn't see Rob
Adam though he was there at the same time as me, but
.in a different part.And well there's. others there now.

” L

Q: Who else is in now since (?..518)

R: Guy Gerrard and Carne House (?) and what s this
guy s name, Hannekom, Roland Hunter.

o

: So, it was a pretty small group.

R: It's always pretty smell, The maximum which we
had was ten.

Q: Were you welcomed right in or was it kind of high
Initially?

R: Yes, it was terrific. I hadn't spoken to anyone
Tor months, so it was very nice. And it was a very
supportive community. One has problems because
we're in such close contact. But if anyone is attack-
ed or has a difficuﬁﬁ'time with the authorities, we
all stand together,

It was very moving in that respect. But it
was difficult, because why you're actually quite
engoy being alone jin your cell at night, because

t's quite tense having such a small group. But
I learnt a lot in the experience.

C: And this is a difficult question, but what do
you think got you through your time in prisoy?
Was it that comradie with the others?

R: Prison is got so difficult if you are a political

prisoner., -Because in the first place you go in

there with your head held high - you're completely

proud of what you've done. And if you remember that

all along and don't forget thaty a) nsvchOIOﬁlcPTIy,

you start off very well Seconle, your JOb in

prison is to come out a better person, better able

to play a2 role in the struggle and I think it's

importent not to waste your time in prison end to

come out feeling that you've grown. ‘I feel I grew

morglly and intellectually snd my political under-

stending is better. And, some people come in and

they fe01 very sorry for themselves as if they re the

only people who've ever been in prison. ‘
i And it wasn't very difficult because of I :

used every moment - there was| too litile time in prison

a8 far as I'm concerned., I worked hard, there was a
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Rcont: I worked hard, there was &.l0t of- digcussian,
T understand a lot of thinggmuch better. And morally,
it*s very difficult and out of moral difficult sit-
uations, you can either collapse or you grow.

And 1 think that most people grow in them.
Mnd it wasn't a daily problem. Really heayy at times
but on the wholgho problems,

Q: And was there any one of the whise political
prisoners who was more of o mentor, ,who you looked to
in terms of theoreticsl knowledge or ...% :
. R: We tended to work collectively and learn a2 lot
From one another.

8: Did you compare notes with other political prison-
ers? Is there really a bond between beople? ILike
Hugh Lewin's book?

ewin s book before. It was very
i fee with some of the nositions
n = I actually wrote something

c

he tgkes in Qetenti

criti cising one of the charges asgainst me, It's =2
bit defeatist in my opinion, the opening .pmrt of it.
But the book itself is wery good . :

Q: What, that he doesn't have a better attitude zbout
what detention can do?

f L]
R: No, I think once hoftﬂtdvb gives evidence against’
him, he feels betrayed and I can't remember the story,
As far as T'm concerned, even if an individual

betrays you there's something bggger than the individ-
uel involved. #nd ! can't yemember the grounds but

it seems fatelistic and it s a very good book. ' I've
no problems = 'T*d like to m€et him. I hope I meet

him sometime.

T 3

- 7r~1~rm VvOllL everYy comnorec Nnoteos w': +7 nther nala +-; rey=0
E ve VO c = | I 10 X pLCaL

risoners? Black géiiticél pfisoners?

o B

1=

: Yes, a lot, ;

Q: What is that like? Again I'm into my black/white
thingy

R: I think that it's easier in some ways for themy
Tn the beginning both white and black prisoners
before I got to jail had a very heavy time, especially .
.on the island. T mean many of them were treated
badly it sounds, :
But I think a small group is much more diff-
icult, I1t's much more difficutfl to smuggle., We ;

dign't have newspaperg f djdn’
T5d1 08 greyeggg?apAng wgrh£8a¥g’sgaggienaflh%ggse thingse,
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Reont: Well we did with radios. But they smuggled
easily. They had a great time in that regard.

Also we didn't have a lot of senior people and
the conseguence is that the ektent to which you can
l@arn is less in a community like ours was. And also
the degree of suthority that some people can have
if you've got about twenty people there who are really
top peoples =~ T _

But also, the degree af tensions at a persom-
al level is less there than it would be in our group.

Q: And the cuestion I asked about the differences you
put in between your era of political prisoners and
the new whites who came and there was the Goldberg/
Kitson «s.- .

R: The differences were interesting in the sense:
of people's - these guys went to jail in 1963-64.

The consequences were that there was a big
cultural gap in the things that we experienced. I
think there was also, people like Jeremy Cronin,
David Ragkin must have had a very similar type of
background agademically.

) That s the one thing. “n the other hand, '
we grew up in a different period. The things we
knew the friends we had, these people didndt have.

There was a sort of cultural barrier and the
age barrier was a problem. '

It  also affected one's attitudes to diff-
erent things. There might be different attitudes
to women say and so on a political level also -
for years there were political discussions going
on arguing about certain things.

There wasn't glways cohesion, Eventually
there was more cohesion., ({ne position became
more dominent than snother., But I mean, there was
a lot of room for discussions and differences,

Q: Did you feel that someone like Renfrew Christie
represented a whole different era?

R: I don't think he was specifically recruited and.
"Thereforé under an organisation's discipline.

TAPE ENDS....656




