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JF: When you were born and where?

St Well, I was born here in Netal, in Affensbosch,
in 1958, on the 20th May.

dF: fWhich town?

S: Appelsbosch. It's a Lutheran Mission Station, at
abott plus or minus eighty kilometres north of Pieter
Maritzburg.

JF: Wefe your parents working at the Mission?

S: Well, my parents, my father is a teacher, my

mother is a nurse in the hospital there, my father
was a teacher there, So, I was born and bied there.

My primery education was done in that area. There-
after I went to the Transkei for the post-primary
education. Thereafter 1 went to Fort Hare for a
short period. After that I worked, then I went to
Fort Hare again where in 1982 I couldn't finish
because we were kicked out.

More than 80percent of the input was kicked out,

In '83, I went to the university of Zulpland, At
the end of '83 we were attacked by Gaté?ﬂ We\had

to write our exams beginning of '84, In '84 the

University was closed in October, so this year I

started at the university of Natal.

S0, I have travelled three universities without
getting a degree. So every activist has to try,
because of student interruptions and so on and

so on, whether at a student level, factory level,
professional level and all overs. Be it detention,
be it attzcks by MPs, by agents, that is attacks
employed by the Govermment and so on.
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JF: ey Simpdwe, spell your name for me,
§= SQI.M.PDI.W'.E. smﬁme - MG‘ODUSO-.

JB: OK? Let me just ask you some things about your
background then. Were your parents very political?
Did they speck about polities in the home?

S ®ell in our African homes we find that every
parent is politicel, every houselhold is political.
It is a question that peopke are political in the

sense that we afte not explaining things in terms of

intellectual concepts or so on.

Wellk in my case, my father, as I have said, my
father is a teacher, my mother is a nurse, If
the people are educated - well, they are the ones
responsible for meking me into what I am today.

Like during the Rivonia trial, for ins‘g_a_,_nc_e A __when g uﬂm
our: leader Nelson Yandele ,Walter Sulll and many s
others were on trial, my father used to tell us

of the developments in the Pretoria Supreme_  Court,

and he used to tell us what a great leader *andelsa

Was .

S0, he is the first person in my head of how
Mandela was. So, again that shows that the highest
deed which our leadership is being held - Mandela
Tambo and m-ny others, by our people.

Like he has never been a member of the ANC, but he
sees people such as Oliver Tambo, Nelson Mandela
and other such leaders as leaders of our people,
As people who are going to constitute the coming
government in a free South Africa.

JF: And wihen you were growing up did your other
school mates also hear about it, or were you having

a special position that your parents talked about
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JFecont: talked about this stuff?

S: Well, we have all been coming from the same
position. Like some were coming from less gdvanta-
ged background, they were coming from the working
class'y Their fathers have been victims of entrench-
ments, their mothers have been in the farms and

some couldn't finish their education because of ladk
of funds, because of lack of materialFmenities and

S0 on and So on.

S0, all the e things have raised the consciousness
of our people to understsnd that the problem in
our country is apartheid, the problem at this point
in time is apartheéid and what props up apartheid
is the whole cguestion of how the economy is run.

30, those are actually what our people have been
studying at primary level, high school level and
even now at a tertiary level,

Most of the people are coming from that background
where the grim realities of our society have
taught them, have workshopped them as to what is
the problem in our country,

JF: When you were growing up, did your parents
when they were saying Mandela he is the leader,
were they saying he is going to be the one who
will fight the whites? Did you grow up and have
an early phase of being anti-white?

S: Bell, we were never anti-white but we were
awere, and when I say we in this contert, I mean
our patents, have been mware that this present
government entrenches white minority rule, Well,
because my parents were also coming from a mission-
ary set-up, whereby actually my father grew up with

a missionary because he lost his parents while he
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Scont s while he was still fourteen years old,
80 he was growing up with whites during this time.

But, the crux of the matter is that the whole
question of the minority, the whole question of
thw problem with apartheid, is that the minority
of the South African people, that is the Afrikaans
grouping or the white minority group are running
the country from 1€t right and centre,

Now the solution to the problim is to upsei that
imbalance where the majority of the people will
run the country. The talk by people is that it's
not just some people who, everyone is saying that
the majority of the people must run the country.

It is ineyiteble that the African Group will be in
the majority in the coming government, Thgt'!s in-
evitable, But what is important is that will

the ruling group do that beeause of ethnic or
regional backgrounds or because fortunately or un-
fortunately they constitute the majority of that
paryiBular country.

Just as we have in Britain§ Mainly ig Brisain the
people are white people or in many magpy other
countries the majority are white people, or English
people. But one cannot say that the French are
being obpressed in Britain or Dutch people are
being oppressed in Britain% English speaking
people are in the majority in Britain.

JF: You're tzlking theory, but I want to know

how you came to see that as a young boy initially.
Getting into your highschooling days. After the
oppression of any black ®outh Africen, did you

know 211 through your li¥e that you were non-racial?
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JFcont: Wos thet your dad telling you? How did
you - didn't you go through any phase of being anti-
whitgend thinking no?

S Well, I was anti-white when I was very young.
Like when - I was anti-white at an early age. I
thought that the further the white minority group
is running the country, the solution will have to
be to drive everything that lookd white to
whatever the remote corner, the sea or what,.

But, that's how I thought like. Even when I

- when the whole story of our leaders, Nelson
Mgndela and Oliver Tambo were in jail, made me
not to be happy about it that our leaders weren't
around, while leaders were around for the white
minority, Verwoed at the time and Vorster later
and so on and so..0n.

But as I grew up I realised that the solution is
not to kick out these people, but that the solution
is that the wealth of the country should be shared
equitably, everyone must be protected must have

the right to leave, must have the right to stay
regardless of his ethnic origin, regardless of hs#
social status and so on and so0 on.

Everyone must have the right whether it's a minoznity
or whatever, but everyone must have the right to
be in South Africa.

Those things which I understood then - I grew to
that level when I was in highschool. I think I
was in highschool when I understood that.
Otherwise, during my earlier ages when I saw
every white man for sure, with a few exceptions,
I saw a person who was an enemy.
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Sconts Like our women - 2 mission station & a
rural area of course, The only white people you
see are policemen,

Policemen, traders and some few doctors in the
negghbouring hospitale Well some of them I

would see as nice people, When the policemen came
everyone had to run for shelter to hide beczuse he
knew policemen to be = rightly of course = we knew
the people of the police to be there to caude
chgos and havoc, to kick us,

So, whenever we saw policemen we would run away and

hide ourselves, §0, it is correct to say that

is the main starting ground for every *outh African activist.
The §outh Africen Situation, in it, the colour of

the ékin is inseparable with exploitation.

We are two words in this country. The other if you
are white you happen to belong to the privileged
group. If you are not white, you happen to belong
to the non-privileged group. So, for a six year
old, a ten year old, a gourteen year o0ld, he sees
things as they come superficially. ®o that

was also my upbringing, I saw whites, all of them
as a problem group.

I saw things as very simple, If every white man
is driven away evergthing would be simple.

JF: So, how did you move from that simple to under-
standable — understanding of enti-white to getting

an understanding of a non-racisl point of view]

Was it SOMP 0N JOU pet was it reading literature?

What made you change®?
000/700'121
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S: Well, it was a question of getting to know what
happened around me, Like when there were committee
problems one would see other black peowvle, even
African people for that matter, siding with the
Government. One would see other white people siding

with the oppressed people,

Welly, literature hos been very scarce. The good
literature is not allowed in our country by the law
of the land. It's criminal to have good books in
this country.

So, 3t's only in other countries, free countries,
Zimbabwe, #ngola, and so on and in Britain. But it
is criminal in our country.

S0, one had to use common sense snd also discussion.
Asking questions especially at high schodl level,
from form one e standard seven, to stendard ten.
Like we used to d¥scuss informally why this is like
this, why this is like that,why Matengzima is selling
out.,

Like I was=ain high school for instsnce when Brahm
Fischer died, and it came out in newspapers that
he was dead, His whole curriculum vitee ceme out
in newspapers, We had to question how when men
coming from the roysl family of Afrikenerdom could
be putting so much in our instrudtion,

Mnd I was in the Eastern Cape in the Transkei where
at the Daily Dispatch then was not as reactionary

88 it is today. Donald Woods was the editor at that
time, So, he used to be very supportive of our
struggle.

So, one read the Daily Dispestchj;on the other hand
there would be other‘mewspapers or other articles
written by Africen people,
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Scont: One would see a clear difference there,
Dondld Woods being supportive of omr struggle and
the others being negative, when it comes to our
political rights.

Amd we discussed no, the problem is not this. The
problem is that we are fighting for justice and just-
ice is in the colour of the skin, But justice has no
colour of the Bkin. We are fighting for peace and
peace has no colour of the skin, We are fighting
for rule by the people and this has no colour of

the skin. For sure, for obvious geographic, for
obvious geo-ethnic set-ups in the world, you find
thet in Britein there will be many English people,
in France there will be many French-speaking people,
in Zimbabwe there will be msny “hona speaking o
people and so on and SO On.

S0 those things shocked us., It wes life more than
reading. Readihg and open discussion with people
wes only - we, or I wag only exposed to those things
at university level, At a school level those things
were not there,

If we say that blacks alone or Africans alone are
the people who must remain in the country, it is not
a right way of thinking, There are many non-black
people who have contributed. I've just quoted
Donald Woods for you, I've just quoted Brahm Fischer
and many others.

Like as we were reading even the history in the
high school, the syllabus history, like resding
the history of other countrids. ILike I got an

A for history at matric and A levels so I was very
good at history.
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Scont: So we used to read extensively about what
was haprening in other countries. Like ever since
I grew up I have been very interested in readinge.
Reading about the Greek culture even at high school
levels. I used to spend my spare time reading in
the library.

So, those are the main things that led me to underw
étanding this, more than talking to other people,
Anyway, it's a recent development in the country
where our good leaders have not been banned, have
been unbenned, when organisations have come out
openly, because in the past it has been impossible,
And anyway most of our leaders have been in jail
and so on,

JF: Was that importent thet thing about reading
in the paper nbout Brahm fischer dying?Yid that
give you o shock to see it was a white guy who'd
done all those things?

3¢ Yes for sure it gave me a shock. Eor at that
time, I think it was '75, I was already starting
to realise that it is not every white man who is
another John Vorster, nor every black man who is
as good as Uncle Nelnon *andela,

So at that time I was already beginning to under-
stand it. It ohly added to what I was already
starting to understand, that no, this.is like
that, like this, you see, so it added to me,

JF:And, had you met any good white people? Remember
you said growing up in a rural erea you'd only met
the white peopke at the mission and these were
mainly policemen. *ad you met any good white people
by the time you were in highschool?

..o/lO. . 1199



%LO ../10'. 0 +199 Si{li}iwe .

S Well there were none. Our highschool was a
missionary institution pzlso in the Transkei, where
incidentally some of our leaders, that is Nelson
Mandela, started.

It was run by every member of the academic staff,
Every member of the academic staff was Africen,

every member of the administration was Africen.

But as I have said thet wes a missionary institution,
methodist missionary institution.

Some whites used to come for the purposes of preach-
ing and so on, Like Dr Alex Boraine, whhle he was
stillfhe President of the Methodist VYonference once
visited us, in the school, I think it was 1972.

30, his meesage was also very good then, So, those
things. But we were already reading in the newspep-
ers, The Dispatch during Donald Woods time was not
as bad as it is today. At least it did report

what was happening a2t this and the other pargs of
the world.

S0, he was trying his best considering the limited
confines of apartheid. He was trying his best to
expose us,

So, at a physical level, there was very few, in

fact minitmum contact between me and white people.

It was only at university level that I was able to
speak with white people., DBecause even at primary
level in the missionary where I was born, we'd see
only the people at the hospital some doctors or

some assistants, only at that level., So I was never
hospitalised so there was no contact with them, I
would just see them.,
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Scont Some of them were very nice. Like one
of them I am even in contact with now. He was the
superintendent there some time back. They were

very nice. They used to invite, when they were
having birthday parties for their kids, they used

to invite everyone in the mission station for those
birthdays and we used to have physical contacts with
their children, to chat, tc!].augh with,to phay with -
and so on and SO On.

S0 those were the only limited physicsl contacts
one had. So, beyond that level there were none.

JF: And when did you meet the first white gou saw
as progressive to whom you could talk to?

S: That's a very difficult question. Maybe four
or five years back, when 1 was already in Azaso,
because that would mean through organisations,
Well, even before being in organisations, one
used to meet one or two not as Tormslliy as iy an
organisation, but just meeting them.

But as meeting in formel sessions, it has only been
about five years since I began going to meectings.

JF: Let's just take you a little bit back before;
when you went to Trenskei and you were boarding
there?

St Yes, it's a boarding school.

JF: Bhat yesr wag that?

§_: Up to ] '73, '74‘, 5’6’8'

JP: And didmyou find that people there were politic-
ally aware?
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S Well, as 1 have said earlier, people were
politically aware, but not expleining things in temms
of intellectual concepts or academic.concepts.

But people would say no we have to fight for change.
Like Matanzima, for instance, when Matanzima, Gajes
end all these other homeland clowns were talking

of a Federation in the *73, '74 period.

1 think I was sitting my junior certificate course
then, we used to discuss this - look when they
talk of a federation, who are they? Because they
don't represent our people. All our leaders are
in jail, are in exile and so on.

30, we were able, at least to explain things in these
terms and the comimg into being of & free and
politiecally liberated Angola and Mozambigue in

late 1974, though we were very young then, but

we would discuss this, These countries have lib-
erated, and opted for a new society.

It seems to be different from Xenya, it seems to be
different from Ghana and all other such societies.
And we used to duscuss as to what implication does
that mean for a future and a free South Africa.

Not in these terms I'm using, but we used to
discuss those things widely, within the limited
confines of our areaz, and understanding then.

9o, those are some of the things I can say we used

to diiscuss and used to gain a thorough understanding.
Actually some of the people we used to be with in
high school, like now, are in exile, some are in Jjail.
S0, from those clear understandings there have

come out people who have played a very important

tole in the struggle.
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JdF: Then that was the Inkatha experience., But
you've told me about the university experience, but
at what stdge did you begin to look at class more
than race? Did you reach a stage where you felt
you had to look beyond race for an understanding of
olass?

#: Well as I have szid, the dividing line in
South Africa between race and class is very thin,
in the ssense that the bulk of our black people
belong to the oppressed class, the working class,
while on the other hend every white man is being
propned up to belong to the petty bourgeois class,
in other words the non- working class group.

So the dividing line is very thin. %o to wider-
stand the other is a very dicey question, because
the dividing line is thin.

But, a clear understanding of course has come

as one has been growing up, as I have. When one
went to the university and had to understand whot
is a nation, for instence, in the Pouth Africen
contert? What is class in the gouth African
context? The role of the working class, the
role of other classes? The role for instance of
the African middle class in our struggle?

Because its role and the role of other classes is
different® It is in the middle, because it is
supposed to be part of the struggle, but some
sections within it are, have decided to support
border, that is . we have homelands gnd other
leaders such as we have presently in the tri-camerdl
programme.,

®0, to get g clear understanding as one has been
growing up through involvement rpractically and
otherwise, one has been able to understand more

clearly when we talk of a class — how am I expected
eeo/lbee 317
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Scont: How am 1 expected to advance the struggle of
the workers being a non-worker, that is being a
student, How am I «xpected to do it.

Bome ten years back I douldn't explain to you how %o
do it because my understending then was very limited.

dF: Well what class would you say you're in?  Your
parents were a teacher and a nurse -that's profession-
als Would that put you in a spacifidplass?

BE Well when one looks like in the conditions
in the rural arecas-if one is a tsacher one belongs
to the middle-~class, they are both professionals.

S0 according to our standards they are in the middke
class. So, I wouldn't like to cz2ll it a fawourite
position because even if one belongs to those groups,
there are still stringenecies by virtue of being

black, there are stringenciesk

The Group Areas act, lack ofsthat is the whole
question of disenfranchised land = there's no vote
you have no citizenship and many many other pblitical
inconveniences go with you even if you belong to the
middle class.

JF: “ave you ever experienced because you're so
well educated, because you've had a bit of difference
in class background, that you have to make a special
effort to be able to relate to workers?

S5 Well, I would prefer to c2ll it a better under-
stending because of a longer period of involvement.
Like I mean I'm twenty seven ye:-rs this year; when !
I am thirty seven years I will be more experienced
than I am now. When 1 was seventeen years I was

not as experienced so I'd prefer to approach it

from that angle that it's mainly because of the
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Scont: because of the period of involvement, not
necessarily because of thet education.

Naturally the education that we get encoursges

us to be those types of people who indulge in
intellectual scholasticism, academic questions which
have got no practical bearing, no bearing to the
issues that pffect our people = starvation, hunger
disease and meny many other such harsh realities

of our society..

JF: Now, when did you arrive at the univers~ity
campus for the first time?

S: That was in 1979 when 4 went to Fort Hare.

JF: Now, Fort Hare, the whole eastern Cape
in this lde sixties and seventies was an area
where BC was quite strong. Were you at all
affected by BC?

S Earlier I did mention to you that Donald
Woods was very supportive of our struggle.

As a result the whole question, the idea thrived in
that area, because of one, there was a newspaper in
the region, that was highlighting the existence of
a certain way of thinking, that is black conscious=-

nesse.

Secondly, historically that area has becn the
steongest piece of our struggle starting from last
century, the wars of resistance are most ferocious,
wars of resistance have been staged and waged in
that region, that is the Eastern Cape region.

Now, even the ANC was very strong in that region,

in that area. Even now, most people are in exile

in that area, according to figures that come out

in courts for people who are arrested for advanicing

the cause of the ANC, whatever that means.
0es/164.387
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Scont s But advancing the course of the ANC. Many
people who are = the Eastern Cape areaz is one of
those areas where even today, the ANC has the most
support in our countrye.

Even the UDF now, Where the UDF enjoys most of its
gupport is in the Eastern Cape now. So, beczuse of
that every progressive philosophy enjoys the
support of the people., But black consciousness

was never a substitute for the way people have

been doing things and so on, but it was a way
whereby intellectuals and ugiversity students

had a way of involving themselves, of involving
themselves in the struggle, because take into
account the realities of apartheis’ like the extensions
of Universities act, creating and establishing

new and ethnic and tribal universities, whereby
people had to work under such harsh conditions.

Indeed such strategies have been used in the past.
They were called nationalism, and just because in
America it's part of what it does trying to hijack
our struggle trying to call it black consciousness,
just because there it wz=s called black consciousness,

It was called in the last century Ethiopianismeeeses
side two endsee...420,
Side one tape two beginses...001

JF: +the evolutionary phase that everyone went

r—

through, Did you go through such a phase?

S Well, when I was giving my earlier understandings
of the whole thing, I did say that the starting
ground becomes just like patriotism, the first

level of patriotism is when you sre four of’ five
years old is that everything that belongs to your
household, to your family must not be touched by

somebody who is coming from outside. ees/1Tees006
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scont s You see a person deiving your cattle away,
you cry. When you see a person driving a car like
your father's you want to say, no that 's my father's
car, someone is stealing my father's car,

S0, that's the first develovment of patriotism.
Now, the smme apvplies with the whole cuestion of
nationalism. When one is developing to be a
nationalist, or to be pmtriotic, 1like in the
case of South Africa where the country is divided
into two blocks, white world and black world,
divided by apartheid of course.

Now the first level is that you see gll whites

a8 problem people. As one develops one understands
that no it is not every white man who is a

problem, just that it is not every black person
who is on the side of the oppressed.

S0, coming now to black consciousness, we find that
early in our struggles there have been so many
different phases and manifestations of how peonle
déxpect to express themselves, beczuse of many
socio-political factors.

Now, I have said that in the last century there

were times by the resistance movement in our

country there was sn emphasis on the “thiopian
movement. At other times people were following
Ngtionalimm. And there was a time when peonle

were following pan Africanism. There was a time when
people were emphasising black consciousness.

These socio political temms some of them are
imported from outside the borders, geographical
borders like Black Consciousness. And even the
Ethiopian NMovement from last century.
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scont s With black consciousness the whole under-
stending simply means - it simply me=ns that the
whole black community,are the oppressed section of
the community. It simply means +that the black
peorle have to fight for themselves.

Like there was an emphasis on psychological warfare.
and psychological liberation. As I have said to
you, most people who were advocates of black
consciousness were university students. In other
words, the intellectuals, the middle class of the
black group.

50 those were the people takking that langusge, of
peychological liberstion and so on =2nd so on.

Now, that has been the understanding, like the
people inn their lecture halls found - like most
of our lecturers in our black universities are
supportérs of the apartheéid programme.

50 our people are like that. Now our pepple in
the sixties and early seventies, there has been
very few black lecturerg in our universities.

In other areass they are non-existing, Even those
who were there are reactionaries, who are more
Afrikaner than Andre Treurnichts conservative
party.

Those have been some of the things in our country..
So when one looks at the Bhack Consciousness, one
has to hawve that at the back of his mind, When one
has to understend black consciousness what it is
therefore.

Well it has been polarised for many end different
reasons., As 1 have said the whole guestion of black
consciousndss started in America, the black power

movement in the sixties.
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Scont: Now when there was some sort of a lull,

& political lull, or a politicagl downshing on the

side of the resistance movement inside the coumntry
because activists and leaders were either jailed,

banned, banished exiled or in detention and so on

and SO0 One

S0 now there was no chance for the younger activists
to develop working jointly with elder activistse.
People at university were Just doing things relying
on apartheid books, on apartheid history books so
they were not able to know what was haprening in thke
thirties and forties and so on.

S0 that wgs why people were coping mainly on what
wag happening in America, how the black power
movement was being conducted in the united states
of Americe and so on and so on.

And agein that was the advantage of the CIA. Why
g80? Because if people were hgllowing the way the
black power movement was being conducted in the
United States of America, peoble were not against
the essence of the American type of society.

But, were ag-inst the question that it will be
whites, let's say whites Nixon or Johnstone or

whoever it was-at the time, who was running the country

so they wented, why they polarised it, they wented -
we wanted also the black conscious movement of
South Africa, also to have that attitude.

In other words, to have that as long as we have
that type of society in our country, that is

an exploitative system é&ven if we have clowms such
as latenzimdor even leaders. Let's say we have
leaders. As long as the leager is black or even
African, or whol y African government that is in
the cahinet, but as long 28 it is perpetrating the

perpetrating the current social order, just like
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Scont: Just like Kenya today, just like other
countiries which was a question of changing hands from
the white oppressors to a local oppressora So,
that's why it was polarised.

Md furthermore, it reflected the mood amongst

the black intellectuals at the time, because of
the 1ull I was talking about. The positive aspect
of that - it reflected resistance by the middle
class group because they were rejecting even the
homeland concept. It reflected that resistence,

It reflected that resistance, whether they were
calling themselves black consciousness or whatever,
But they were trying to move with the developments
of the time. Some of those socio=-political
development® are not necessarily emanating from
within the borders of our country. ILike the

black consciousness movement was coming from the
United States of Americae.

JF: So, do you actually see CIA involvement, do
you see the United States pushing the line?

S: Originally CIA, I believe it was not involved,
but laterfthere has been evidence that there were
CIA attempts o win +the hearts and minds of some
of our leaders. Of Saso for instance and black
people's convention.

So, there were attempts to do so, directly and
indirectly, without those leaders necessarily know-
ing that they were being involved in a CIA programme.
But there were attempts after some time. I believe
that it was originally a purely South Aerican

producte.

But there were attmmpts after some time by those
people to co-opt it. Why CIA got interested because

it wes mainly a duplicatioqbf what was heppening
oe o] 205,084
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Scont: a duplication of what was happening
in the United States of Amerita and the black power
movement of the country.

JE: When do you think you started using the phrase
non-racial to describe your point of view? iWhen
would you say you first descrived yourself as a
non-racial progressive democret?

S: Well, even in the - before 19€0 Buring the Saso
days people were using it that we are fighting for
2 non-racial egaliterisn society - that's the lang-
ueage we usually used; a non-racial egelitarian

Azanian society, that's the language we used to use.

When it comes to me now when did I start using it,
that is consistent with when did I stasrt to be in-
volved deeply, which is a very difficult thing,
because one has been growing growing. To say that
Ene grew to this level,

The whole cuestion is espeeially with the develop-
ment of '76, it was mainly when such terms became
part and parcel of our parlance of the struggle.

JF: When was Saso founded, what year? I mean
Asaso?

4]

¢t Assso was founded in November 1979. I joined it

in Januery 1980.
dF: Why did the Azanien part come into it?

S: When Asaso was formed the whole idea . was orig m=-
ally proposed at an Azepo meeting. As such there
was an Azspo influence. Now it - number one,
number two, the first formation of Azape in 1979
was not at all representative of the student frat-

ernity of South Africa.
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Scont s Only one campus was represented.
Tefoop(?)s No other campus was represented. We
fldd discuss this like at Fort Hare and other arescs.

But we felt that look.hence z student orgenimtion
has bedn formed. We mustn't debste and indulge
onto necessary issues as to why was it formed
without our consultation ang so on.

So we felt that we all had to support it and give it
a thorough and a proper direction because there is
no orgenisation thaet is supposed to be under an-
other organisation. Agaso must not be under Azapo.
dJust as Azapo must not be under Azaso.

JF: Do you think thet when it's free South Africa
will be called Rgania?

S I don'™t think it will be called Azania.
Personally 1 feel it would be wrong for South
Africa to be called Azania. TFor many reasons,

but just to sum it up quickly.

Historically, politically and tropologically Azania,
South Africa is not Azania. Azamia is something
else, Well we should have to give ourselves some
few hours to discusssthate The archaological

background of the word Azania,

And secondly, we have Tanzania, Nemibia, Zambia,

and other countries with nia, isg and so on. They

are specisl peculiarities. South Africa is different
from other countries.

For example, Mozambique who didn't change its name
after independence, just as other countries didn't
change their tax after liberation. USA is that

type of example. After the wars of, a; ter 1787, 1786,
thoee states remained those states. They didn't

change.
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JF: But do you think that it's unfortunate that

——

Azaso is called the Azanian Student® Organisation?

S For sure it'8 correct to say it's unfortunate.
But 1 would like to eall it = i would prefer to say
the way Azaso was calléd Azanien Students Organisation
was because at the time the people who first

mooted it were people who believed that South Africa
was to be cell@dd Azania.

Which was not a representative sentiment of the

fraternity then as it is even now. Azapo at the

time was very strong in Tefloof(Q). There were

a few people there on an individuel basis from

Fotrt Hare and other campuses but it's Tefloop i 2,
that was represented as Tefloop. \4¢2¥l&f77/

S0, that is why the organsisadion got its name
Azznia, its peopke met there.

JF: So when did you go to Fort Hare?
S: '79
JF: Ho when did you leave?

S: In 1980 we were kicked out when there were boy-
cotfs in the place. So I went back in 19383. 1In
1982 we were kicked out again in July.

JF: Then between Fort Hare and going back there

were you working or anything?

S: Yes, I was working with a firm of (?170)
In '80 I was working with one agency of the Souths
African Council of Churches in Pietermeritzburg.
After thet 4 was working with o firm of atteniers
in Pietermaritzburg.

o ssf23¢++173
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JF: And then why did you go to Ngoya when you were
kicked out of Fort Hare?

S Well at Fort fare we brought in an urgent
court application. We were four., We brought this
application to declare the expulsion of students
there of no legal effect and force. We lost it.
We believe that we lost it not on legal groungs.
Just befause on the principle that we were pushing.

We upset the whole programme that they had set up.
On the basis of law they couldn't justify thet.
Actually the judge couldn't even explain that.

9o they - 1 applied for Zululand because it was
clear that at Fort Hare I was not going to be taken.

JF: What lenguage did you grow up speeking in
the home?

S: Well, at home my ethnic group is the Xhosa
group, but *wes born in Natal and the first lang-
uage that I knew was Zulu. I started to know
Xhosa when 1 was in the high school.

JF:  And did your parents send you to Transkei bec-

ause of your Xhosa background?

S: No, it was me who wanted to start there in the
Transkei.

: Was that because of your ethnic background?

S2 Yes.1'd never been to the Transkei before so
I just wanted to see even the hills, so 1 just
waented to see my place of origin.

e ¢/24.o . 0195
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JF: And then why did you go to Fort “are? Was
that because of your background?

St Well, not because of that. It was because

when I was there most of my friends were there and

that was the nearest university and apart from that
at the time which we were if you were Xhosa you had
to go to Fort Hare, if you were Zulu you had to go

to Zululand.

It's just recently that people can go to any black
campus «

JF: And then coming to Ngoya was that - you went
there only because you had no choice, Did you
know about “katha?

S: They had an Nkatha beanch put I knew that that
branch was not strong. Just like everywhere.
Even at WMlezi. Out of the peonle who are staying
at Mlazi it's ca few people who are staying at
Nkatha. Even those warriors are imported from
outside Mlazi.

S50 I knew then that there were not many people
who were at Ngoya who were Nkatha people. I
knew that there is not a decent and a sensible
person who can support Nkatha. People who
support Ekhata support it for ulterior motiwves.
To get a business to get a2 promotion at work and

g0 on.
They don't support it because of o patriotic zeal.

JF: Bhat did you think when it was first founded
in 1973%

e0:/2544.212
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St It was 1975, Well then they were saying that
i8 reviving the ANC. Hence many people who are in
the ANC went back. Even the uniform is the ANC.
Even the colours black green and gold are ours,
that is the people's colours when I say ours,
because the ANC is using the People's colours.

The ANC is a separation movement it has toe..

S0, that's how we got the support of the people.
Because people have always been supportive of the
Congress movement because they have seen it as

the liberation movement. The call for the release
af Mgndela has been there for the past twenty three
years.

JF: So when it was farst founded did it attract
you at a2ll in that it was supposed to be ANC like?

S Ja. Many people are supvortive of the ANC.
Many people joined it“because they were saying
Gateaha has an ANC background, he was once a member
of the ANC. So, people were supporting it because
they said O the movement is coming up again, under
o different guise. Though of course people were
unhappy that he was working in the Homeland progr-

amme which the ANC rejected as early as 1949,

People were not happy about that, because of the
1ull I talked apout earlier, people felt that some-
thing must be done, At least for the time being
let's try to work within.

JF: What point did you think to yourself no
this is not ok?

S: Well, I8ve never - for me when Nkatha was
formed in 1975, as I've said earlier, I was

alreagy not impressed.

0--/26'000236



Slee 00 s 4236 | simpiwe.

Scont: I was never impressed when he said he was
reviving the 1928 Nkatha of King Solomon. I was
never impressed because of the discussions with
our friends, at the high school, Because we
enalgsed the situation. How can he work in the
homeland programme because of this and that.

And even during that time, in newspapers it was
being reported widely that he was clashing with
Bunny Ladla who was being seen by many people as
e good chap. He was a councillor for community
development or something like that. He diéd some
years back.

So those were some of the things one couldn't under-

-

stand well,

JF: So you went onto Ngoya and by then were you

anti-Nkhata?

S: By 1983, sure. 1 understood UNkatha well by
then. It was out of order.

JF: And can you describe briefly, where you were on
the day they atfacked? Were you in the dorms
when they attacked?

Sk Well, I wasn't there physcially when they
attacked., Because I was in the crisis hall meeting.
So, I had to come doem to Durban to arrange for a
court action to stop them from coming there,

o, we were working around the clotk and by the
time they came there we were in DurBen, We went
there in the aftermoon when they had left. When
I left the campus it was desolated. It was like
a2 haunted town.
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dF:  And were there friends of yours who were
killed?

S5: Well four dtudents were killed and one hundred

and thirteen injured,

JF: And did you know those people at 41%
S: da I kmew them, three of them yes. Actually
two of them were members of Azaso. The one from
Port Elizaheth and one from Bushbuck Ridge in the
Transvaal.

JB: And then what followed up after that? Did
you get kicked out of Ngoya?

S: Bhey were kikked out last year, '84. But even
then after '83, there was & list submitted by the
Kwazulu Gowernment that ABCDE should be kicked out.

So we got hold of that list and we confronted the
university, with that information . and the university
had to deny it. As a result nobody was kicked out.
Hence everybody was kicked out last year.

Even last year we didn't publish the list in the
newspaperss, There are z82 names that are going
to be kicked out in '85.

JF: Now how do you feel about the whole ethnic
factor?  Surely you just can't brush it away
totally? Even the ANC says they are people from
your nation and to be organised from your Eommuni-
ties. Now how do you square that with the whole
ethnic factor? What do you feel about it having
lived through the "goya massacre, seeing what's
happeining in Durban right now? What about the
whole ethnic factor?

.../28...284
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83 The ethnic factor just like gender there's
nothing wrong with it. One is English, one is
Germen and so on just like one is a male or a
females But in the South African situation
ethnicity is used to divide people. To.divide
people for the purposes of propping up apartheid.

That is why ethnicity has to kill people., Apmrtheid
will kill people,. so many people have died because
of apartheid. '76, last year and even recently in
the Natal area. So many people have been killed in
the Eést London area by SADF in 1973, so many

peOplé have been killed recently by the Nkatha.

In the past weeks here in Durban and so on and

so on, because ethnicity is used to prop up
apartheid. S& in the South African context it is
being used not progressively. 1t is being used for
the purposes of stifling progress. Socially,
politically and otherwise.

JF: Whatever membership Gatsha claims, whether
indeed it is 300 000 whether it's much smaller,
the people who are supporting Inkatw the .people
who are militant Inkata people, how do you
explain that they are so into this nationalism?

§: Well just to touch quickly about the question

of the Nkatha membership. It's very easy to be an
Inkats member. Every civil servant is automatically
2 member, Now, the father is a member, every person
is automatically a member.

JF: Yes, but I'm saying the ones who are members,
what's their story?

R It's very simple that the Zulu culture
i@ used, even lies are used, Like they will say,
look you people don't went the Zulu king, they are

against all Zulus so we widll need to attack them.
s/ 29e'ea 31D
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Scont: And you find that when it comes to the
DDF, they will be more vociferous about the Non-
zubu sections of it like the Natal Indian Congress,
and some people wpesk Xhosa who are in the UDE
leader ship like Rev Ndlundu, and so on.

Like duing the 1980 boycotts, Chief Buthelize, said
that the Xhosa lawyers the lote Mr, Mdlenge, Nr.
Posa and Advocates Quier(?) were responsible for
the unrest in the Durban ares, jUst because they
were non-zZulus,

So that's how they use Zulu cuilure, the negative
side, the resctionary Zulu culture for their own
pUTpPOSes.,

JF:And, how do you think that whole theory of what
you're saying, anti-ethnicity, or not using
ethnicity in a non-progressive way, how does that
fit with the four nations theory?

S:  Well, it's, ethnieity in this case, just es
people can say all men are bad and having a movemert
moving around bashing males. Some cen say all
females are bad and move around bashing all females.

But that doesn't mean that males or females are

bzd. The whole wuestion is for the cause that
Gatzgha is a@tvancing, the cause that Inkata is
advanicing is an apartheid cause, is a retrogressive
cause, a reactionsry cause. Inkata is part of the
bandwagon of apartheid.

Now he is using that for busniess of propping up
apartheid, for proving that Zulus are different
than Sututs, than Indians, than whites and so on

and so on.
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Scont 2 That's why they do allwhat they are doing,
beczuse people are like thet,

When it comes to the fomr nation theory welﬂit's
a different story there. The four nation theory s
simply means that, or four national groups, four
ethnic groups simply means that Africans Indians
Progressive whites, coloureds all those people
have a right to stay in South Africa.

Those people have a right to stay, not only whites
as 1is the case now. It means that a2ll others

have the right. Actuelly, it's the present social
order that justifies what Inkata is doing.

JF: But how do you answer when people say finae,
but why organise ethnically? Why have the Natal
Indian Congress?

St We orgaenise people ethnically beczusefin
our national democratic struggle people are
divided according to the texture of their (2364)
acfording to their ethnic origin and so on.

S0, the conditions are met - I'll make an example
of Lemontsville and Chatswell,- which is just sep-
arated by Vailly(?). Now people in those  areas
find that the conditions are worse, but more

worse in Lemontville than they are in Chatsworth.
Because Indiens are third grade citizens, Africans
are fourth grade citizens.

The seme apvlies with allpther areas and so on.

The list is long. Now we have to ogenise people
and when we take up issues of balck students for
instance, AZASO HAS TO CATER FOR THOSE SPECIAL
problems experienced by black students, which are
not the experiences of white students, hence we are

different from Busas.
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Scont: The NIC has to cater for Indian problems
@xperienced by the Indian people which are not as
bad as those experiemeed by the African people.
Hence we have Residents Associations in Africen
areas.

So, that is meant for purposés of specislisation.
To have organs that will specizlise in areas affect-
ing their peopls

dJust qggggﬁly, we were having a memorial service for
%fﬁ:ﬁyhlenge who wee brutally murdered. Now,

Ingété with the molice = I saw this with my naked
eyes - came there to attack us with knobkerries,
with guns, the police had teargas, - now you can't
have thet in Indian areas, but in African areas,
conditions are so brutal, such that death is Just
next to you.

So there must be an organ, ‘e vehicle %o cabter for
those needs of the people. Suo, NIC and all such
structures are manned to teach the people to

make them be part of the struggle, not only in the
famm but also in their programmes. That's what
they are actually doing excellentlys

Unlike whet inkata is doing, which is preaching an
anti-Zulu gospel, an anti=Zulu 1 mesn a pro-Zulu
hegemony , Zulu imperialism and that Zulus are the
chosen race, just like the Germans were saying.
That's what Inkata is doing, spreading the myth.

side ends.416.
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dF: When you were growing up in Natal, did you
heve any prejudice against Indians?

¢ Well, I had very little contact with Indians.
Actuelly there was one Indian shop in our area.

He was pert and parcel of us, We grew up with his
kids, even now we are still frienly to them. So
there has never been an anfi-Indian prejudice not
for me , not for my peer group.

JdF: What are you doing now?

S: I'm doing a junior degree in law,at the University
of Natal,

JF: Why do you want to study law?

: Well, I don't know really. I just wented a job
that would meke me independenty not to be a civil
servant.

JF: And so were you president of Azaso?
S: I'm the immediete past president of Azaso.
JF: When was that, '842

S: Yes '84 to '85, July '84 to July '65. Our year
starts from July to the following July.

JF: And has anyone said how can you go to a white

university now?

S: No one has seid that. I've been to many black
campuses. Well maybe people have asked that if
they don't know my background. That I've been kick-

ed oute
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JF: When you say you're very open to white
progressives, how do you feel about white liberals?

St Well, I understand the whole questiorn about
white liberels, even right wincers for that matter.
In the South African world, I said earlier we have
two worlds in white South Africa.

Now a person who has been listening to only one side
of the story, that black people need some sort of
paternalism and so on, so they have been like that.

And number two, I see white liberalism 2s a2 starting
ground for future white democrats’s So, I see it in
that 19ght.

JF: So you think they can move?
St Ja. They are potential ground for moving

to be progressive to being white democrzts, to
understand that democracy is inter-=racial snd
non-racial snd so on.

JF: OK. This is just a quick question. Do you

see the PAC as having sny force, any following in
osouth Africa today?

S: Well, it doesn't seem to have it. X think the
answer is political. The ANC is not an organisation
it is a liberation movement, an umbrells body

with many organisations or many political wings
within itself., Unlike the PAC which has been an
orgenisation from 1959. So it's difficult like
comparing UDF and Azapo.

UDF is an orgenisation with meny organisations under
it unlike Azapo which is an orgenisation.

JF: Do you see Azapo as tontinugng to be a minority

group?
e e 384 . 6%a 058
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JFcont: Do you see it waning? Do you see it as
getting any support?

S: I see it as - politically I see it as wening.,
Because it is beating an shistoricel drum. As such
it is something to wane. But as it is with the
future course of time, I see it ab being the future
Unitahf‘this country because it is going to of fer

a unigque potential of group for such Unita structures.

JF: But it doesn't have an army.

S But that doesn't mean that in the future it
cannot have an army.

JdF: You see Azapo as a future Unita rather than
Inkata?®

oS¢ Well they will come together. What we have
seen during the past few years is that all those
groupings that are against the freedom charter are
coming together in many different ways.

You'll find Azapo condemning the UDF, you'll find
Gatsha condemning the UDF, you *1l1l find Le Grange
condemning the UDF, of comrse using different worls
but the basic message being the same., eg saying the
UDF is a front of the ANC it is the front of other

organisations and so on.

JF: Why is it that the non-racial philosophy

threztens the Government, threctens the conservative
blacks?

S: It's supposed to be a threat. Because it
means equality. Conservative blacks want whites
to move awsy from +the Homelands so that they
can be just like Transkei, just like Kenya, just
like Malawi where white people left and local
aspirants took over.
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Scont: - There was no bourgevise class it had bo
be manufactured - there has to be.

With whites clearly non-rscizliém means death for
their rights means death for their ill gotten
privileges.

JF: And do you find that the young blacks you're
trying to conscientise in Azaso readkly acfep% non-
racialism? It seems miraculous to me that blacks
wouldn'®t say to you whites have been so awful to
us, how can you s.y it's for us to work with them?

P Those who are involved their experiences have
taught them, Like i was telling you my experiences
These experiences have been undergone by millions

of young chaps. ©So, our experience is like when

a white man comes you hid¢, but our experience has
shown that it is not every young white man who

is bad, it is not every black man who islood.

30 those things have workshapped us. The scme
applies to our people, Actually the people in-
volved in the struggle are the ones who understand
and appreciate non-racialism., Because in the course
of their involvement, irlthe process of their involve-
ment they have understood that it's every person -not
every person who is supporting wheat they're saying.

JF: How do you see the struggle evolving in the
future? How do you see freedom coming and what
do you see happening?®

S: Well the coming years are going to be tough. The
Government cesn no longer hold the reins politically.
Hence it is resorting to brutal methods. The state
of emergeney and so on and so on.

ees/360e. 0103



fo's a/l36.t e 103 Simpiwe .

Scont: And the extra-legal assasin;ﬁions. The
mysterious deaths and disappearasnces of our leaders
and so on. So the coming years are going to be
more tough. ]

But as they are going to be more tough they are also
advancing the struggle in the sense that meny people
become more committed, many people choose the side
of the struggle, because many people see the govern-
ment become more brutal and see the solution to end
apartheid,

JF: Have yom actually seen ex-—Azaso members leave
the country?

03 Well, ja some people have left the university
to join the armed struggle.,which is mainly waged
from outside, Training has always been from outside
the country. Though there recently everything has
shifted to within the borders of the country. Even
training is within the borders with recent develop-

ments,

We have meny Asaso members who have left the country.
Though I cannot come with figures as to how many
members per year.

JF:  Well whether it's to be trained outside or
be trained inside, can you shed some light on what
the motivation is for a young person to decide to
take the step to armed struggle? Are you - is this
something coming up in discussions?

L Well it's not coming out so much as in
the experiences which people undergo. Like most
people who go out are African peoplebecause their

conditions are worse.

Now people see that the whole question of the armed

struggle is very central to our liberation.
c.-/370.0128
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Sconts::  ‘Mass meetings, rallies, house to house
organisation alone are mot enough, are important
but not enough. They say that when there is Mrs.
mhalanga there must be ten apartheid people. That's
the talk of all the people all over the place,

Take for example when people are beingattacked in a
memorial service - that means people are not s=fe
all over the place. And that makes people see that
they have to have a military counter, not only

a political counter but also a military. counter.
to the SADF's aggressions,

JF: And what apout the way things have escalated,
maybe not in “atal so much, but just having come
from the Transvaal where in places like Kwathema
and Bidugza you have pitched battles and really that
level of militance gnd violence from the people?
I've heard some people talk about the cuestion

of mowilisation and organisation and saying when
you cut off the top leaders and arrest the grass
roots people what does that leave? I mean do you
worry at all that what it's going to leave is such
2 leadership vaccuum and such an intensity that
you might just have killings that willlhave a lack
of direction?

L Well, it certainly does disorganise us when
our leaders are not around. But the extent of org-
anisation is defended to what extent we are organ-

ised at grassroots level.

Now, in most of our organisations you can take

the whole of our execuSive because we are strong

ih our branches. Even if you go to those branches |
executive we are organised we are strong on a hoste
o hostel basis. The struggle continues.
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scont s Look when most of our leaders were
taken during the tri-camersl elections last year.
But the struggle has continued. Even the state of
emergency has been declared. Even when our leader-—
ship is not around, in detention facing the
treason trial and so on and so on, but there

has been a state of emergendy, our leaders are
presently in detention, even in hiding after the
declaration of the state of emergency.

But, new areas have taken it out to the streets that
are not yet included in the state of emergency, the
Natal areas, the Preestate arecs znd some of the
areas bn Trensvaal, it's only that they are mcared
of embarassment to widen the state of emergency to
other areas.

90 in a way it doesn't set back our struggle. It
does disorganise us.

JF: What do you see, how do you see it evolv-
ing? Do you think there's just going to be war in
the townships? Do you think thet wikl die down to
some degree, do you think there will be movement?
You haven't mentioned at 41 the trade uhions if
that's a factor. Concretely if you have to think
of what the reality will be for the next couple of

years,

St Well if it contmnues, clearly there will be
meny more street fightings between the people and
the police, because now there's no leadership to
talk with the govermment. The government is not
talking with us, it will lokk them up.

S0, we use now as it has even been happening, people
just throw hand grenades at the police when they se
them, they will shoot at the police when they see
‘them and the police will shoot back, so it's going
to be even an escalation. The war will escalate.
ee+/39¢s+180
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Scont: The civil war that has 4lready started is

going to escalate:. And finally the people will wint
because the government cannot extract its personal
resources to every square kilometre of the country.

But the war is just going to continue and it's going
to be impossible for the Government to do it. So it
is to its benefit to trelease our leaders.

And at a tradet union level, the trade union leaders
are in detention. There will be disorganisastions
here and there, like set backs, but in ohher lerels
there will be issues like, in Maritzburg there was

a stay away, a very successful stay away a few
wecks back.

And at school levels and at youth levels there will
be those zctivities where people just do things with-
out informing the press or the media. So things
are just going to happen without the knowledge of
the government. Which is dangerous for the Govern-
ment also. In other words, the more the Government
continues with repression, the more it is danger-
ous for its survival.

JF: Do you ever think of a time frame? When do
you think this tension widl escalate?

L Julie, that's a very difficult question. It
can be ten years from now, it can be twenty, it can
be fifteen, I don't know.

This time last yeer I didn't know we would be having

s state of emergency by now. I didn't kngy that
the country would be drenched with so much blood.

Things were so normel this last year by this time.

oo./40..n200
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Ji: Do you think that when South Africa changes

it will be different than other post-colonial
situations in Africa?

St It will be different beczuse of the extent of
the industriesl adventage of this country. Because
of its closeness to the Western World, economically
politically and otherwise. So, it will obviously

be @idferent.

dF: And what about vis a vis black end white?
Will it be different than other countries in terms
of how the other countries have treated their whhtes

and the way other whites have responded?

83 OSurely even then it will be different. Here

whites are here to stay unlike in other countries
where whites had to leave actuzlly.

So they will have to stay here, they have no other
home, They are part end parcel of South Africa.

JF: And what role will they play? If you think
of the whites in the police and the army and you
know those various whites, what role do you think
they will play?

S: To play a role of observing a new state of order,
not to play auxilliaries but playing an active part
as South Africens, also, a positive role, than the

reactionary role they are playing now.

And more and more as the struggle continues, more
and more whites will be joining the side of resist-

ariCe.

JF: There's a cuestion sbout the lessons of the
fifties. So much has been brought up that's - that
what was going on in the fifties, with the Congress

of Nations., There're parallels there but everything
was CTUShed. 000/4100-223
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JFcont How will what's hapoening now be diff-
erent? What do you see as the lessojs of the fiftkes
that the lessons will be different this time round?

98 The lessons of the fifties were thet there was
much reliance on the mass meetings and so on.
Though of course other areas were already developed
to have low profile structures like org-nisation
and so on. Street to street, block to bldck and
SO on,

But presently the emphasis is on area to area, house
to house in the UDF and so on, so the emphasis now
is on a grassroot level.

JF: And why do you think it won't be crushed the
ay it was crushed in the fifties?

=

St It is impossible because now it is grounded
on she exact surface of the ground. It is a grasa-
Toots strugglapow.

And there are many resources that heve been developed
now. All sorts of resources orgenisationally and
otherwise, to cater and to sponsor the mood that is
there around the country, at all levels. So, it's
not going to be possible to crush it like it was
then.

It's not going to be aasy, because people are also
aware of countering militarily, not politically. &
those are some of the resources I am malking about,.

JF: Did you go to the Cradfock funersl?
S: No, I didn't,

JF: Whag did you think when you saw that SSEP
flag in the media?

e ./42..0249
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82 Well, SACP and the Soviet Uniog flags.
Well, the South African media because of its venal
nature emphasise thet. Those are not the only
flags, one. Two, they were not the largest or, the
biggest flags they were just one of the few flags
that were there,

Now, they wanted to sesy that, because according to
the dogmas of apartheid, the myth: is that we
advance our struggle because the Soviet Union says
it is a good thing to do so.

Now why there was a Soviet banner there, why there
was a South African Communis% party banner therejp
there are many problems there. We can tzlk tidl
cattles come home.

Now the Soush African communist party is the only
group from the first wokxld war that has been non=
racigl in composition and in their political
perspectives.,

Two, it was the first group that hag to accomodate
Africans and the Soviet Union has been the only
group right through from 1917 that has been support-
ive of the struggle of the South Africen people,

The first country in Europe to support our struggle.
That has been the Soviet Ugion. Up until now, it
has been consistent, it has been sincere in support
of our struggle.

So, 211 those things that shocked the people, not
the television, not the media, will shock the
people, thet communism is bad. Though for sure

m-ny people don't know communism. But they see
communists being among the most people who genuine-
ly support them. Not just supporting them because
they have a hidden agenda or programme, but support-
ing them earnestly.

L..g4 30279
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Scont s 90 that's why some of our freedom songs
praise the Soviet People that they have been one
of these people supporting us and so on.

The hand grenades the AKAT7's that are being used
against the SADF are coming from the Soviet Union,
hence people see the-Soviet Union as one of the
countries that is supporting us. Sa@, I think
it's mainly that you see., Why it was there.

JF: You mentioned ghat it's mainly Africans wh
Join their own struggle, do you think the biacks
in this country have an idea that the war when@t
escalates is only one fought by Africans or do you
think that they mee whites as having a part in it?

S: Jae. They know that everybody is fighting, like
in casualty they have people coming from all racial
groups and that even people who leave the country
are coming from all racial groupss What I was
actually saying is because all the African people

are the most oppressed group, one,

Two, they constitute the majority of omr population
of our country, as a wesult they are the major
ones, That i$ just two major reasons, They are
the ones who swell the renks of Umkonto We Siawel

JF: What do people think of dJoe Slovex? What
does that name mean?

St 0, there are so many songs about Joe Slover, i
he can come around many people cen hold him shoulder
high. They wee him not as a bad person, but they s=e
him as a liberastor. One of those people fighting
for liberation. His name is held in high esteem by
the oppressed people in our country.

Boerr !
Even in the Craddock Funeral, Beieirsnout is coming

from the Broederbond, he is'xeld shoulder high by

the people.
‘. . 0/440 LA 309
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scont He is given herot's welcome. There were
other African priests there, because their role in
the struggle has been so ambiguous and equivocal,
they are looked upon with suspicion you sed,

So you see that in our country, the people see that
you contribute and they hold you high for it.

That was why in the last century Didizulu was the
king of the Zulus and was given shelter bo the
daughter of Bishop Collins in Greytown, I think moxe
than a hundred years back. That women even uséd to
be visited. People used to bring African beer to
her, if to bring African beer in Zulu society is

a good prige you see,

In the Eastern C_.pe, people used to vote for Judge
Ross InnesSe. His grandfather was voted into parlia-
ment by those Africenm who were confined to vote in
the Cape. They regerded Ross Innes as a patriot,
although he was an Englishmen. They saw Yabavu as

a patriot but not as a patriot as Ross Innes was.
So, all those develomments have shaped our political
cuiiure in our country.

JF: Do you think that people are scared about
getting involved in the struggle on any level?

A smell thing up to the armed struggle? o you
think that fear is keeping people from getting
involvefl?

§: There is no fear that is keeping people. For
sure at certain levels it does. But it doesn't
make them to be inactive, it makes them look for

other solutions. I'll make an example.

If people see that the SADF is athacking them wien
they atiend mass meetings they think of means of
how to attack the SADF. So they just change the
emphasis. Let us not call mass meetings, let us
attack the SADPF beczuse it 's making it impossible
oe+/4544.346
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‘Scont: because it's making it impossible to

attend a mess meeting. So that is the case.

JF: EKet me ask one final question. If somebody
listened to everything xﬁu were saying, what if
they would say look, you've got some really
intelligent urban intellectual person thet average
blacks would never support this, the rural blacks
wouldn't support it, the unéducated blacks wouldn't
support ite Do:you find that what you hold as
your belief ig quite distant from what the people
in your parents home town, hot the nurses, not

the teachers, but the people who are labouring in
rural sregs or workers in factories would supporf
it9

¢ They believe it actually. They are the people
we have been'chatting with, they have been felling
us some of these histories and so on., They are
the people who believe in this more than oI do
actually.

But, they don't present it as I'm presenting it
to you now. Like an example is the whole question
of disenvestment. You talk shout disinvestment
to an illiterate person, clearly he will ssy, no
no I'm against disinvestment, But you explain
concretely what you mean by disinvestment, you
don't come with a concept which he won't under-
stand because of la ck of ecademic exposure., But
you asl him and he will say no I'm agaisnt disin-
vestment, I support dis-investment that's what &
have always been saying and so on end so on.

JF: Then do you heve evidence that they support

non=-racialism?

S8: Ja. They support non-racialsim because their

experiences in those rural areas where I'm coming &

from, like in those mission hospitals there have

e -/46..0377 .
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Scont: mission hospitals there haye been sore
of them szying no so and so is not good it is
bad. ©So and so is good who is white. You have
heard of Brigadier Minaar who attempted a coup

in the Tiskei. That Minaar was farming in my
area from '66 to '69, Now the way I heard that
he was invovéd in it wgs through the servants who
were working there. ‘e was a cattle farmer there
so he used to go and buy milk. Now ordinary
people said that man is dangerous he is a soldier.

Now clearly they idéntify anyone who is a soldier
with the enemy. They were saying be very careful
he can shoot you at the slightest provocation, ke
is a very bad chap. So if you come though with
intellectual concepts, he won't know,

The whole thing is to take the issue and explain
it and the person will understand it not intellect-

uglising the whole thing.

tape endses....3976
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