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JF : When you were born and where? 

S: Well , I was born here in Natal, in Affensbosch, 
in 1958, on the 20th May . 

JF : Which town? 

S : Appelsbosch . It ' s a Lutheran Mission Station, at 

about plus or minus eighty kilometres north of Pieter 

Maritzburg. 

JF : Wefe your parents working at the Mission? 

S: Well, my parents, my father i s a teacher , my 
mother is a nurse in the hospital there, my f ather 

was a teacher there. So, I was born and bLed there . 

My primary education was done in that area . There
after I went to the Transkei for the post-primary 

education . Thereaft er I went to Fort Hare for a 

short period . After that I worked, then I went to 

Fort Hare again where in 1982 I couldn ' t finish 
becaus e we were kicked out . 

more than 80percent of the input was kicked out . 

In ' 83 , T went to the univer sity of Zul~ At 
the end of ' 83 we were attac ed by Gata. We had 
to· write our exams beginning of 1 84. In ' 84 the 

University was closed in October , so this year I 

started at the university of Natal . 

So, I have travelled t hree universities without 

getting a degre e . So every a ctivis t has to try , 

be cause of student interrupt i ons and so on and 
so on , whether at a student l evel, factory level , 

professional level end all over . Be it detention , 

be it atta cks by MPs , by agents, t hat i s attacks 
employed by the Government and so on • 
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JF: ~ Simpmwe, s pell your name for me. 

S : S.I.M.P.I.W. E. Surname - MGODUSIT. 

JB: OK? Let me jus t ask you some thi ngs about your 

ba ckground t hen. Were your parent s very pol~tical? 

Did they s peak about politics in the home? 

S: Well in our African homes we find that every 

parent i s politi cal, every h ouselhold i s poli t i cal. 

It is a que s tion that peopilie a re polit i cal in the 
sense tha t we a:te not explaining things in terms of 
inte1lectual concepts or so on. 

Well~ in my case, my f ather, as I have sai d , my 
f a ther is a teacher, my mother is a nurs e. If 

the people are educated - well, they are t he ones 
responsible for making me into wha.t I am today . 

., 

Like during the Ri vonia trial, for inst~g_EL~_ . ...Y"hen ~ ~ 

our: leader Nelson iuandela , Walter Sultl_... and many -~~--
others were on trial, my f a t her used to tell us 
of the developments in the Pretoria 0upreme _ Court, 
and he used to tell us what a great leader .l.uandela 

was . 

So, he is the firs t person in my head of how 
Mandela was. So, again that shows t hat the highest 

deed which our leadership is being held - Mandela 

Tambo and m~ny others , by our people. 

Like he has never been a member of the ANC, but he 

sees people such as Oliver Tambo, Nels on Mandela 

and other such leaders as leaders of our people . 
As people who are going to cons titute the coming 

government in a free South Africa . 

JF: And W'• hen you were growing up did your other 

school mates also hear about it, or were you having 

a special pos ition that your parents t alked about 
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JFcont: t al ked about this stuff~ 

S : Well , we have all been coming from the s ame 
position . Like some were coming from less advanta
ged background, they were coming from the working 

class , Their fathers have been victims of entrench- · 
ments , their mothers have been in the f arms and 
some couldn ' t finish their education because of la6k 

of funds , because of lack of materia~enities and 
so on and so on . 

So, all th<E e things have raised the consciousness 

of our people to understand that t h e problem in 

our country is apartheid , the prqblem at this point 

in time is apa rtheid and what props up apartheid 
is the whole question of how the economy is run . 

So, those are actually what our people have been 
studying at primary level , high school level and 
even now at a tertia ry level . 

Most of the people are coming from that background 

where the grim realities of our society have 

taught them , have workshopped them as to what is 
the problem in our country . 

JF : When you were growing up, did your parents 

when they were saying Mandela he is the leader , 

were they saying he is going to be the one who 

wi ll fight the whites? Di d you grow up and have 
an early phase of being anti- white? 

S : Well , we were never anti-white but we were 

aware , and when I s ay we in this conteEt , I mean 
our pa~ents , have been aware that this present · 

government entrenches white minority rule . Well , 

be cause my parents were also coming from a mission

ary set- up , whereby actually my father grew up with 

a missionary because he lost his parents while he 
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Scont: while he was still fourteen years old, 
so he wa s growing up with whites during this time . 

But, the crux of the matter is that thw whole 
question of the minority , the whole question of 

thw problem with apartheid , is that the minority 

of the South African people, that is the Afrikaans 
grouping or the white minority group are running 

the country from ~t right and centre. 

Now the solution to the probl em is to upset that 
imbalance where the majority of the people will 

run the ccuntry. The talk by people is that it ' ~ 

not just some people who , everyone is saying that 

the majority of the p eople must run the country . 

It is inevitable that the African Group wi+l be in 
the majority in the coming government. That ' s in

evitable . But what is important i s that will 
the ruling group do that because of ethnic or 

regional backgrounds or because fortunately or un

fortunately they constitute the majority of that 

par~i&ular country . 

Just as we have in Britain. Mainly izy Britain the 

people are white people or in many m~y other 
countries the ma jority are white people , or English 

people . But one cannot say that the French are 

being o~pre ssed in Britain or Dut ch people are 
being oppressed in Britain~ English s peaking 

people are in the majority in Britain . 

JF : You ' re t allcing t heory , but I want to know 

how you came to see that as a young boy initially . 
Getting into your highschooling days . After the 

oppression of any bla ck ~outh African , did you 

know all through your liffe that you were non~racial? 
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JFcont : Was that your dad tell ing you? How did 

you- didn ' t you go through any phase of being anti
whit1and thinking no? 

S: Well, I was anti-white when I was very young . 

Like when -I was anti- white at an early age . I 
thought tha t the further the whit e minority group 

is r unning the country , the solution will have to 

be to drive everything that looks white to 

whatever the remote corner, the sea or what . 

But , that's how I thought like . Even when I 
- when the whole story of our leaders , Nelson 
lVlandel a and Oliver Tambo were in jail , made me 

not to be happy about it tha t our leader s weren't 
around, while leaders were around for the white 

minority f : Verwoed at the time and Vorster l ater 
and s o on and so .. on. 

Rut as I grew up I r ealised that the solution is 

not to kiclc out these people, but that the solution 

is that the wealt h of the country should be shared 

equitably, everyone must be pr otected must have 
the right to leave, must have the right to stay 
regardless of his ethnic origin, regardless of h$ 

social status and so on and s o on. 

Everyone must have the right whether it ' s a minonity 

or whatever, but everyone must have the right to 

be in 0outh Africa. 

Those things which I understood then - · I grew to 
that level when I was in highschool. I t hink I 

was in highschool when I understood that. 
Otherwise, during my earlier ages when I s aw 

every whit e man for sure , with a few exceptions , 

I s aw a· 'Person who was an enemy • 
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Scent : Like our women - · a mission station E a 

rural area of course . The only white people you 

see are policemen. 

Policemen, traders and some fe w doctors in the 

negghbouring hospital ~ Well some of them I 
would see as nice people . Vfuen the policemen came 

everyone h ad to run for shelter to hide because he 

knew policemen to be - - rightly of course - we knew 
the people of the police to be there to cause 

chaos and havoc , to kick us . 

So, whenever we s aw policemen we would run away and 
- ~ 

hide ourselves . So, it is correct to say that 
C' 

is the main starting ground for every 0 outh African a ctivist • 
.._, 

The South African ~ituation , in it, the colour of 
~ 

the skin is insepar able with exploitation . 

We are two words in this country . The other i f you 
are white you happen to belong to the privileged 

group . If you are not white , you happen t o belong 
to the non- privileged group. So, for a six year 

old , a ten ye ar old, a gourteen year old , he sees 
things as they come superficially . 0 o that 

was also my upbringing . I s aw whitesp. all of them 

as a problem group . 

I s aw things as very simple . If every white man 

is driven away ever~thing would be simple . 

JF : So , how did you move from that simple to under
standable -understanding of anti- white t o getting 
an understanding of a non- racial point of view1 

Was it so~ one you met , was it reading literature? 

What made you change? 

••• / 7 ••• 121 



••• ; 7 ••• 127 S'impiwe . 

S: Wel l, it was a question of getting to know what 

happened around me . Like when there were committee 

problems one would see other black people, even 
African people for that matter, siding with the 
Government . One wouJ.d see other white people siding 
with the oppressed people . 

Wel l't literature has been very s carce . The good 

literature is not allowed in our cotmtry by the law 

of the land. It ' s criminal to have good books in 

this country. 

So , it' s only in other countries , free countries , 
Zimbabwe, Angola , and so on and in Britain . But it 

is criminal in our country . 

So, one had to use common sense and a lso discussion. 

Asking questions especially at high school level, 

from form one ,· .;.,. standard seven, to standard ten. 
Like we used to diiiscuss informally why t his is l ike 

this , why this is like that , why Mat anz ima is selling 
out . 

Like I was :-1 in high school for ins t Bnce vvhen Brahm 

Fischer died , and it c2me out in newspaper s that 

he was dead . His whole curri culum vita e came out 
in newspapers~ We had to auestion how when men 

coming from the royal family of Afrikanerdom could 

be putting so much i n our instrue~ion. 

And I was in the Eastern Cape in the Transkei where 

at the Daily Di spatch then was not as r eactionary 

a s it i s today ~· Donald oods was the editor a t that 

time. So, he used to be very supportive of our 

struggl e . 

So , one re~d the Daily Di spa.tch;on the other hand 

t h ere would be other~ewspapers or other s.rticles 

writ t en by Afric8n people . 
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Scont~ One would see a clear difference there. 
Donald Woods being supportive of onr struggle Bnd 
the others being negative , when it comes to our 
political rights . 

Amd we discussed no, the problem is not this. The 

problem is that we are fighting for justice and just

ice is in the colour of the skin. But just ice has nu 

colour of the s kin . We are fighting for peace and 

peace has no colour of the skin . We are fighting 

for rule by the people and this has no colour of 
the skin . For sure, for obvious geogr&phic, for 
obvious geo- ethnic set-ups in the world, you find 
that in Britain there will be many English people, 

in FrCJ.nce there will be many French- speaking people, 
in Zimbabwe t he re will be many uhona apeaking _ -"' 
people and so on and so on . 

So those things shocked us. It was life more than 

reading . Readifug and open discussion wi th people 

was only - we, or I wa~. onl;y exposed to those things 

at university level . At a school level those things 

were not there . 

If we s ay that blacks alone or Africans alone are 

the people who must remain in the country, it is not 

a right way of thinking. There are many non- bla ck 
people who have contributed . I ' ve just quoted 

Donald Woods for you , I've just quoted Brahm Fischer 
and many others . 

Like as we were ree.ding even the hi s tory in the 

high school, the syllabus history , like reading 

the history of other countri es. Like I got an 

A for history at matric and A l evels so I was very 
good at history. 
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Scont: So we used to read extens ively about what 

was hapnening in other countries . Like ever since 

I grew up I have been very intere sted in reading . 
Reading about the Greek culture even a t high school 
levels . I used to s pend my spare time reading in 

the library . 

~o, those are the main things that led me to underw -standing this, more then talking to other people. 
Anyway , it's a recent development in the country 
where our good leaders have not been banned, hav e 
be en unbanned, when organisations have come out 

openly , becaus e in the past it has . been i mposs ible . 

And anyway most of our leaders have been in j ail 

and s o on . 

JF: Was that important tha t thing about reading 

in the paper about Brahm Fischer dj:ing?.L)id that 

give you a shock to see it was a white guy who' d 
done all those things ? 

~ 

S : Yes for sure it gave me a shock. ~or a t that -
time , I think it was 1 75, I was already starting 

to realise that it is not every white man who i s 

another John Vorster , nor every black man who is 
as good as Uncle Nel oon .LY1andela . 

So at that time I was already beginning to under
s tand it . It only added t o what I was already 

starting to understand , t hat no, this~is like 

that, like t his, you see , so it added to me . 

!!'!:And, had you met any good white people? Remembee 

you s aid growing up in a rural C?,rea you'd only met 

the white peopilie at t he mis s ion and these were 

mainly policemen . nad you met any good whit e people 

by the time y ou were in highschool? 
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S: Well there were none . Our highschool was a 
missionary institution also in the ~ranskei, where 
incidentally some of our leaders , that is Nelson 

Mandela , started. 

It was run by every member of the a cademic staff . 

Every member of the aca&emic staff was African , 
every member of the administration wa s African. 

But as I have said th2.t was a missionary institution, 

methodist missionary institution. 

Some whites used to come for the purposes of praach

ing and so on. Like Dr Alex Boraine, whmle he wa s 
' still~he President of the Methodist vonference once 

visited us, in the school, I thing it was 1972. 

So, his meesage was also very good then. So, those 

things. But we were already reading in the newspap

ers. The Dispatch during Donald Wood.s time was nett 
as bad as it is today. At least it did report 

what was happening at this and the other parys of 

the world. 

So, he WE'.S trying his best considering the limited 
confines of apartheid. He was trying his best to 

expose us. 

So, at a physical level, there was very fe w, in 

f act minmmum contact between me and white people . 

It was only at university level that I waa able to 

speak with white people . Because even at primary 

level in the mission2.ry where I was born, we ' d see 

only the people at the hos~ital some doctors or 

some assistants , only at that level. So I was never 
hospitalis ed so there was no contact with them, I 
would just see them. 
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Scont: Some of them were very nice . Like one 
of them I am even in contact with now. .Lle was the 

superintendent there some time ba ck. They were 

very nice. They used to invite, when they were 

having birthday parties for their kid .:: , they used 
to invite everyone in the mis s ion station for those 

birthdays and we used to have physica l contacts with 

t heir children, to chat, t~augh with, to p'iliay \!Vi th r 

and so on and. so on. 

So those were the only limited ph;~wical contacts 
one had . So, beyond t hat level there were none . 

JF:: .And when did you meet the first whit e p:ou saw 

as progressive to whom you could talk to? 

S: That's a very difficult questi on . lVlaybe four 

or five years back , when I was already in Azaso , 

becaus e that wou~cl. me an through organisations. 

Well, even b~fore being in orgru~isati ons , one 
used to meet.;. one or t wo not as f ormal.Ly as izy an 

organisa tion, but jus t me eting them . 

But as meeting in formal sessions, it has only been 

about five year s since I began going to meetings . 

JF: Let' s jus t t ake you a little bit ba ck before ; 
-

when you went to Transkei and you were boarding 

there? 

~:Ye s , itjs a boarding school . 

JF: What ye ar was that? 

s : up t 0 ' t 7 3 ' ' 7 4 ' 5 ' 6 ' 8-,. 

J F : And didnyou find that pe ople there were politic

ally aware ? 
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S: Well , as l have said earlier, people were 

politically aware, but not explaining things in tems 
of intellectual concepts or academic concepts. 
But people would say no we have to fight for changa. 

Like Matanzima , for instance, when Matanzima, Gaje a 

and all these other homeland clowns were tal~ing 

of a Federa tion in the ' 73, '74 period . 

i think I w~s sitting my junior certificate course 

then, we used to discuss this - look when they 

t alk of a federation, who are they? Because they 
don 't repre sent our people . All our leaders are 
in jail, are in exile and so on. 

So, we were able , at least to explain things in thGEe 
terms and the comimg into being of a free and 
politically liberated .Angola and mozambique in 

l at e 1974, thou gh we were very young then, but 

we would discuss this. These countries have lib

erated, and opted for a new society . 

It seems to be different from ~enya , it seems to be 

different from Ghana and all other such societies . 
And we used to duscuss as to what implication does 

that mean for a future and a free South Africa. 

Not in these terms I'm using , but we used to 
discuss those things widely , within the limited 
confines of our area~ and understanding then . 

~o, those are some of the t hings I can s ay we used 
to dmscuss and used t o gain a thorough understanding . 

Actually some of the people we used to be with in 
high school, like now, are in exile, some a re in j ail . 
So , from tho se clear understandings there have 
come out people ·who have played a very i mportsnt 

~ole in the struggle . 

• •. /13.· •. 279 



r. e 0/13 . e 0 279 Simpiwe . 

JF: Then that was the Inkatha experience. But 

you've told me about the university experience , but 

at what stage did you begin to look at clas s more 

than r a ce? Did you reach a stage where you felt 
you had to look beyond race for an understanding of 
olass? 

W.: Well as I have s a id , the dividing line in 

South Africa between race and clas s is very thin, 
in the ,,sense that the hu~k of our bla ck people 

belong to the oppressed class , the working clas s , 
while on the other h8nd every white man is being 

propned up to belong to the petty bourgeois class , 

in other words the non- working class group . 

So the dividing line is very t h in . 0o to ~der

stand t h e other i s a ve~J dicey question , because 
the dividing line is thin . 

But , a clear understanding of course ha.s come 

as one has been growing up , as I have. When one 

went to the university and had to unders tand what 

is a nation, for inst8nce, 

conteEt? fuat is clas s in 

context? The role of the 

role of other classes? The 

in the ;:)outh Afri can 

the South African s 
working class, the 

role for instance of 
the African middle class in our struggle? 

Because its role and the role of other classes i s 
differen ,.,.~ It is in the middle, becau se it is 

supnosed to be part of the struggle , but some 

sections within it are , have decided to sup~ort 

border , that is we have homelands and other 
leaders such as we have pre s ently in the tri-cameral 

programme . 

uo, to get a clear understanding as one has been 
gt'owing up through involvement · practica lly and 

otherwise, one has been able to understand more 

clearly when we t alk of a class - - how am I expected 
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Scont : How am I expected to advance the struggle of 

the workers being a non- worker , that is being a 
student . How am I ~pe cted to do it . 

S:ome t en ye ar s back I a ouldn ' t explain to you how iro 

do it be cause my understanding then wa s very limit~ . 

JF : Well what class would you s ay you ' re in? Your 

parents were a tea cher and a nurse -that ' s profession

al . Woul d that put you in a sp8Cifi~class? 

S: Well when one looks like in the conditions 

in the rural areas- if one is a teacher one belongs 

to the middle- class , they are both professionals . 

So according to our standards they are in the midd£e 
class . So , I wouldn ' t like to call it a faYourite 

position because even if one belongs to those groups , 

there are still stringencies by virt ue of being 

black , there are stringenci es~ 

The Group Are as act , l a ck of7that is the whole 
question of disenfranchis ed 18nd - there ' s no vote 

you have no citizenship and many many other pel itical 

inconveniences go with you even if you belong to tlre 

middle class . 

JF : have you ever experienced because you ' re so 

well educated , because you've had a bit of difference 

in class background , that you have to make a special 

effort to be able to relate to workers? 

S: Well , I would prefer to CB,ll it a better under
standing be cause of a longer period of involvement . 
Like I mean I 'm t wenty seven ye -.rs this ye ar ; when J 

1 am thirty seven years I will be more experienced 
than I am now . When I '.vas seventeen ye ars I wa s 

not as experienced so I'd prefer to approach it 
from that angle that it ' s mainly because of the 
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Scont: because of the period of involvement, not 
necessarily because of that educati on . 

Naturally the educa tion that we get encourages 
us to be those types of people who indulge in 

intellectual scholasticism, academic questions which 

have got no pr actical bearing , no be aring to the 

issues t hat affect our people - starvation, hunger 

disease and m8ny many other such har sh realities 
of our s ociety. , 

JF: Now, when did you arrive at the univers~ity 
campus for the first time? 

S: That wa~ in 1979 when ~ went to For t Hare. 

JF: Now , Fort ~are, the whole east ern Cape 
~n this 1te sixties and sevent ie s was an a rea 
where BC was qui t e strong . Were you at all 
affect ed by BC? 

S: Earlier I did mention to you that Donald 

Woods waa very supportive of our struggle . 

As a resul t the whole que s t i on, t he idea thrived in 
that area , because of one, t here was a newspaper in 

the regi on, t hat was highlighting the existence of 

a certain way of thinking , that is bla ck conscious-

ness. 

Secondly, historically that area has be en the 
st!f'ongest piece of our struggle starting from last 

~€ntury, the wars of resistance are most ferocious, 
wars of r esistsnce have been staged and waged in 
that region, t hat is the Eastern Cape region. 

Now, even th~ .ANC wa s very strong in that region, 
in that ar ea . Even now, most peop~are in exile 
in that area , according to fi gures that come out 

in court s for people who a re arrest ed for advanicing 

the cau se of the .ANC, whatever that means • 
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Scont : But advancing the course of the ANC . Many 
people who are - the Eastern Cape area is one of 
those areas where even today, the A..l\JU' has the most 
support in our country . 

Even the UDF now. Where the UDF enjoys most of its 
support is in the Eastern Cape now. So , because of 

that every progressive philosophy enjoys the 
supyort of the people . But black consciousness 
was never a substitute for the way people have 
been doing things and so on, but it was a way 
whereby intellectuals and ~iversity students 

had a way of involving themselves ,. of involving 

themselves in the struggle , because take into 

a ccount the r ealities of apartheill like the ext ensions 

of Universities act, creating and establishing 
new and ethnic and tribal universities , whereby 

people had to work under such harsh conditions. 

Indeed such strategies have been used in the past. 
They were called nationalism, and. just becaus e in 

America it's part of what it does t~Jing to hijack 
our struggle t rying to call it black consciousness , 
just because there it w2s called bla ck consciousnes:s . 

It was called in the l ast century ~thiopianism ••••• 

side two ends ••••• 420 . 

Side one t ape two begins ••••• OOl 

JF: the evolutionary phase th~t everyone went 

through . Did you go through such a phase? 

S: Well , when I was givine my e&rlier understandings 
of the whole thing , I did say that the starting 

ground becomes just like patriotism, the first 

level of patriotism is when y ou CJ.re four of ' five 
years old is that everything that belongs to your 

household , to your f amily must not be touched by 

s omebody who i s coming from outside . • •• /17 ••• 006 
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Scont: You see a person dFiving your cattle away , 
you cry. When you see a person driving a car like 
your f ather's you want to say, no that ' s my father ' s 
car, someone is s tealing my f ather' s car. 

So, that's the first development of patriotism. 
Now , the smme applies with the whole ouestion of 

nationalism. When one is developing to be a 

nationalis t, or to be patriotic , like in the 

case of South .Africa where the count!'IJ is divided 
into t wo blocks , white world and bla ck world , 
divided by apartheid of course. 

Now the first level is that you see all whites 

as problem people . As one develops one underst ands 
that no it i s not vvery white man who is a 

problem , just t hat it is not every nlack person 

who is on the side of the oppressed. 

So, coming now to black consciousnes s, we find that 
early in our s truggle s there have been so many 

different phases and mani!Bestations of how peonle 
expect to express thems elve s , becau s e of many 

socio- political fact ors . 

Now , I have s a id t hat in the l ast century there 

were times by the r esistance movement in our 

country there was an emphas i s on the ~thiopi an 

movement . At other times people were following 

Nationalism. And there was a time when people 

were following pan Africanism . There was a time when 

people were emphasising bla ck cons ciousness. 

These so cio political temms s ome of t hem are 
i mported from outside the borders , geographical 
borders like Black Cons ciousness . And even the 

Ethi9pian Movement from last cent ury • 
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Scont: vVi th black consciousness the whole under-
standing simply means - it simply means that t he 

whole black community,are the oppressed section of 

the community. It simply means that the black 
peo ple have to fight for themselves. 

Like there was an emphasis on psychologica l warfare . 
and psychological liberation. As I have said to 

you, most people who were advocates of black 
consciousness were university students . In other 

words, the intellectu .ls, the middle class of the 
black group . 

:3o those were the people taltking that l anguage, of 
psychological 1 iberati on and so on and s o on. 

Now, that has been the understanding, like the 
peopilie imn their lecture halls found - like most 
of our lecturers in our black universities are 

supporters of the apartheid programme. 

~o our people are like that. Now our pepple in 
the sixties and early seventies , there has been 

very few black lecture r~ in our univers ities. 

In other areas they are non-existing.. Even those 

who were there are reactionaries, who are more 

Afrikaner than Andre Treurnichts conservative 

party . 

Those have been some of the things in our country •. 
So when one looks at the B~ack Consciousness, one 
has to ha~e that at the back of his mind . vVhen one 
has to understand black consciousness what it is 

therefore . 

Well it has been polarised for many and different 
reasons . As I have said the whole que s tion of bla ck 

consciousness started in America , the bla ck power 

movement in the sixties. 

•• /19 ••. 046 



•• . jl8 ••• 046 Simpiwe. 

Scont: Now when there was some sort of a lull, 

a political lull, or a political d.ownswing on the 

side of the resistBnce movement inside t he conntry 

because activists and leaders were either j ailed, 
bgnned, banished exiled or in detention Bnd so on 
and so on . 

So now there was no chance for the younger a ctivists 
to develop working jointly with elder activists. 

People at univers i ty were :ijust doing things relying 
on apartheid books, on apartheid history books so 
they were not able to know wha t was hap})ening in tre 
thirtie s and forties and so on. 

So that was why people were coping mt:dnly on what 

was happening in America , ho·w the black power 
movement was being conducted in the united states 

of Arneric8 and s o on and so on • 

.And again tha t was the advant cge of the CIA. Why 

so? Becau se if people were hallowing the way the 

black power mmrement was being conducted in the 
United St ates of America , peo1Jle were not agains t 
the essence of the iilllerican type of society . 

But , were ag.-, inst the question that it will be 
whites , let's s ay whites Nixon or Johnstone or 
whoever it was at the time , who was running the country 

so they wBnted, why they polarised it, they wanted-

we wanted al s o the black conscious movement of 

South Africa, also to have that attitude . 

In other words, to have that as long as we have 
that type of society in our country , that i s 

an exploitative system even if we have clowns such 
as filatenzim4or even leaders . Le:t ' s s ay we have 

leaders . As long as t he lea0_ er i s bla ck or even 
African , or whol: y :African government that is in 

the caininet, but as long as it is perpetrating the 

perpetrating the current social order, just like 
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Scont: just like ~enya today , jus t li~e other 

count ries which was a question of changing hands from 
the white oppressors to a local oppresso : So, 
that's why it was polarised . 

And furthermore , it reflect ed the mood amongst 
the black intellectuals at the time, because of 
the lull I ws.s talking about. The positive aspect 

of that - it reflected resistance by the mildle 
class group because t hey were rejecting even the 
homeland concept . It reflected that resistance. 

It reflected that resistance, wh ether they were 

calling themselves bla ck consciousness or whatever . 
but they were trying to move with the development s 
of the time . Some of those socio-political 
developmentw are not necessarily emanating from 
within the border s of our country. Like the 

black cons ciousness movement wa s coming from t he 
United States of America . 

JF: So, do you actually see CIA involvement, do 

you see the United States pushing the line? 

!L: Originall y CIA1 I believe it was not involved , 
but laterbhere has been evidence that there were 

CIA attempts t;o win_ t he hearts and minds of some 

of our le aders . Of Saso for instance and bla ck 

people ' s convention. 

So, there were attempts to do so, directly and 
indirectly ,. without thos e leade r s necessa.rily know

ing that they were being invol ved in a CIA programme . 
But there were attempts after some time. I believe 

that it was origin~lly a purely South African 

product . 

But there were a ttmmpts after some time by fuhose 

people to co-opt it. Yfhy CIA got interested becau~ 

it was mainly a duplicatior'ljof vrha t wa s happening 
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Scont: a cluplication of what was happening 
in the United States of Amertta and the bla ck power 
movement of the country. 

JF: When do you think you started using the phr as e 

non-racial to describe your point of view? When 
would you s ay you first des cribed yourself as a 

non-racial progressive democrat? 

S : Well, ev en in the - before 1980 auring the Saso 

days people were using it t hat we are fighting for 

a non-ra ci al egaliteri an society- that' s the l ang

ue age we usually used ; a non-racial egalitari an 

Azani an s ociety , that ' s the l anguage we used to use . 

When it comes; to me now when did I start usin g it, 
that is consistent with when did. I start to be in-
volved deeply , which is a very difficult t hing , 

because one has been gr owing growing . To · s ay that 

lme grew to this level . 

Thw whole question is especiall y· with the develop

ment of '76, i t was mainly when such terms became 

part and parcel of our parlance of the struggle . 

JF: When was Saso founded, what ye ar? I mean 

Asas o? 

S : Asaso was founded in November 1979. I joined jjt 

in January 1980. 

J~ : Why did the Azanian part come into it? 

S: When Asaso w~s formed t he whole idea was orig!n

ally proposed at an Azapo meeting . As such there 

was an Azapo influence . Now it -number one, 

number two , the first formation of AzaJ3e in 1979 
was not a t all representative of the student frat

ernity of South Afric a . 

• •. J 21 ••• 118 



••• /21 ••• 118 S'impiwe . 

Scont : Only one campus was represented . 

Tefoop (?). No other campus was represented . We 
d~i discuss this like at Fort Hare and other area s . 

But we felt that look hence a student organ~~tion 

has been formed . We muslb.n 't debate and indulge 
onto necessary issues as to why was it formed 

without our consultation and so on. 

So we felt that we all had to support it and give it 
a thorough and a proper direction because there is 
no· organisration that is supposed to be under an

other organisation . Aaaso must not be under Azapo . 
Just as Azapo must not be under Azaso . 

JF: Do you t hink that when it ' s free South Africa 

will be called Asania? 

S: I don ~t think it will be called Azania . 

Personally I feel it would be wrong for Sout.h 
Africa to be called Azani a . For many re asons , 
but just to sum it up qui ckly . 

Kistorically , pol itically and tropologically Azani a1 

South Africa i s not Azania . Azamia is somethine 

else. Well we should hav~ to give ourselves some 
few hours to discusss that. The archeologi cal 

ba ckground of the word Azani a . 

And secondly , we have Tanzani a , N~~bia , Zambi a , 
and other countries with ni a , i a and so on . They 

are special peculiarities. South Africa i s different 

from other countries. 

For example , Mozambique who didn 't change its name 
after independence, just as ot her countries didrr't 

change their tax after liberation . NSA is that 

type of example . After the wars off , a;:ter 1787, 1786 , 

thooe states remained tho se state s . They didn't 

change . 
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JW: But do you think that it's unfortunate that 

Azaso is called the Azanian Student~s Organisation? 

S: For sure it'~ correct to s ay it's unfmrtunate. 

But I would like to call it - i would prefer to say 

the way Azaso was called Azanian Students Organisation 
was because at the time the people who first 
mooted it were people who believed that South Afric-a 
was to be called Azani a . 

Which was not a representative sentiment of the 

fraternity then as it is ev~n now. Azapo at the ... ~ \ ., 
time wa s very strong in Tefloof(?) . There were 

a few people there on an individual basis from 
Fcmt Hare and other campuses but it's Tefloop 
that was represented as Tefloop . 

So, that is why the organsisa~ion got its ngme 

Azani.st ,~ its p eop~e met there. 

JF: So when did you go to Fort Hare? 

s: '79. 

JF: SQ wlle~ did you leave? 

~: In 1980 we were kicked out when there were boy

cotfs in the place . So I went back in 1983. In 

1982 we we r e kicked out again in July. 

JF: Then between Fort Hare Bnd going back there 

were you working or anything? 

S: Yes, I was working with a firm of (?170) 
In ' 80 I was working \'Vi th one agency of the Southa 
.African Council of Churches in Pietermatitzburg . 
After that I wa s working ·with a firm of atteniers 

in Pietermaritzburg. 
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JF : And then why did you go to Ngoya when you were 
kicked out of Fort rtare ? 

S : Well at Fort rtare we brought in an urgent 

court applica t i on ., We were four . We brought this 
appli cation to declare the expulsion of students 

there of no legal effect and force . We lost it . 

We believe that we lost it not on legal groungs . 
Just befause on the principle that we were pushing . 

We upset the whole programme that they had set up . 

On the basis of law they couldn ' t justify that . 
Actually the judge couldn ' t even explain that . 
0o they - I applied for Zululand becaus«! it was 

cl ear that at Fort Hare I was not going to be taken . 

J&: What lenguage did you grow up spe~king in 

the home ? 

S: Well, a t home my ethnic group is the Xhosa 
group , but lvas born in Natal and the first lang

uage that I knew was Zulu . I started to know 

Xhosa when I was in the high school . 

JF : And did your parents send you to Transkei bec

ause of your Xhosa background? 

!L= No , it was me who wanted to start there in the 

Transkei . 

JF : Was that be cause of your ethnic background? 

S : Yes . I ' d never been t o the Transkei before so 
I jus t wanted to see even the hills , so I just 

wanted to see my place of origin • 
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JF: And then why did you go to Fort uare? Was 
that because of your background? 

S: Well, not because of that . It was because 

when I was there most of my friends were thare and 

that was the nearest university and apart from that 

at the time which we were if you were Xhosa you ha~ 

to go to Fort Hare, if you were Zulu you had to go 

to Zululc:md. 

It ' s just recently that people can go to any black 

campus . 

J¥: .And then coming to Ngoya was that - you went 

there only because you had no choi ce·. Did you 
know about J.~katha? 

~: They had an ~katha branch gut I knew that that 

branch was not strong. Just like everywhere. 
Even at Mlazi. Out of the people who are staying 

at Mlaz i it's aa few people who are staying at 

Nkatha. Even those warriors are i~ported from 

outside Mlazi. 

So I knew then that there were not many people 

who were at Ngoya who were Nkatha people . I 
knew that there is not a decent and a sensible 

person who can support Nkatha . People who 
support Nkhat a support it for ulterior motives. 

To get a business to ge t a promotion at work and 

so on. 

They don ' t support it because of a patriotic zeal. 

Jill'-: What did you think when it was first founded 

in 1973? 
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S : It was 1975·. Well then they were saying that 

i~ reviving the ANC . Hence many people who are in 

the ANC went ba ck . Even .t he uniform i s the ANC . 

Ev en the colours black green and gold are ours , 
that is the people ' s colours when I say ours , 

because the ANC is using the People ' s colours . 

The ANC is a separation movement it has to •• 
So, that ' s ·how we got the support of the people . 

Because people have always been supportive of the 

Congress movement because they have seen it as 

the liberation movement . The call for the release 
~: Mandela has been there for the past twenty three 

years . 

JF : So when it was fmrst founded did it attract 

you at all in that it was supposed to be ANC like? 

S : Ja. Many people are supnortive of the M~C . 

IVlany people joined tt .. because they were saying 

Gatwha has an ANC ba ckground , he was once a member 

of the ANC. So, people were supporting it because 

they said 0 t h e movement is coming up again, under 

8 different guise. Though of course p eople were 

unhappy that he was working in the Homeland progr

amme which the ANC rejected as early as 1949. 

People were not happy about that , because of the 

lull I talked about earlier, people felt that some
thing must be done . At least for the time be ing 

let ' s try to work within. 

J F : ~Vhat point did you think to y ourself no 

this is not ok? 

S: Well, I~ve never for me when Nkatha was 

formed in 1975, as I ' ve s aid earlier , I was 

already not impressed • 
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~~: I was never impressed when he s a id he was 
reviving the 1928 Nkatha of King Solomon. I was 
never impressed becaus e of the discussions with 

our friends, at the high school. Because we 

anal~s ed the situation. How can he work in the 

homeland programme because of this and that. 

And even durine that time , in newspapers it waa 

being reported widely that he was cla shing with 
Bunny Ladla who was. being seen by many people as 
a good chap. He was a councillor for comr"uni ty 
development or something like that . He died some 

years back. 

So those were some of the things one couldn ' t under

stand well . 

JF: So you went onto Ngoya and by then were you 

ant i-Nkhata? 

S: By 19t33, sure . I understood l~katha well by 

then . It was out of order . 

JF: And can you describe briefly, where you were on 
the day they atfacked? ~"~ ere you in the dorms 

when they attacked? 

S: Well , I wasn't there physcially when they 

attacked . Be cause I was in the crisis hall meeting. 

So, I had to come dow.m to Durban to arragge for a 

court a ction to stop them from coming there . 

~o, we were working around the clo~k and by the 
time they came there we were in Du~ We went 

there in the afternoon when they had left . vVhen 
I left the campus it was desolated . It W£ S like 

a haunted town . 
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JF: And were t here friends of yours who were 
killed? 

S: Well four students were killed and one hundred 
and thirteen i njured . 

JF: And did you know thos e people at a l? 

S: Ja I knew t hem , three of them yes . Actually 

t wo of them were members of Azaso. The one from 
Port Elizabet h and one from Bushbuck Ridge in the 

Transvaal . 

JB: And then what followed up after that? Did 
you get kicked out of Ngoya? 

S: Rhey were kikked out l ast year, 1 84 . But even 
then after ' 83, there was a li s t submitted by the 
Kwazulu Gowernment t hat ABCDE should be kicked out . 

So we got hold of tha t li s t and we confronted the 
unive rs ity , with t hat information , and t h e univers ity 

had to deny it. As a r esult nobody wa s kicked out. 
Hence everybody was k i cked out l ast year . 

Even l ast ye ar we didn ' t publish the lis t in the 

news papers·. There are i;82 name s t hat are going 

to be kicked out in ' ~5 . 

~: Now how do you feel about t he whole ethnic 
f actor? Surely you just can't brush it away 

totally? Even the ANC s ays t hey are people from 
your nation and to be mr'ganised from ;sr our communi
ties . Now how do you s quare that with t he whole 
ethnic f a ctor? Yfuat do you feel ab out it having 

lived t hrough the J.~ goya massa cre, se eing what ' s 
happeining in Durban right now? What about the 

whole ethnic f a ctor1 
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S : The ethnic factor just like gender there ' s 

nothing wrong with it . One is English, one is 

German and so on just like one is a male or a 

female . But in the South African situation 

ethnicity is used to divide people . To,.divide 

people for the purposes of propping up apartheid . 

That is why ethnicity has to kill people . Apmr theDd 

will kill people, . so many people have died because 

of apartheid . '76 , last year and even recently in 

the J.~atal are a . So many people have been killed in 

the Eas t London area by SADF in 1973 , so many 
"' 

people have been killed re cently by the Nkatha . 

In the past weeks he r e in Durban and so on and 

so on , because ethnicity is used to prop up 

apartheid . S~ in the outh African context it is 

being used not progressively . It is being used f or 

the purposes of stiflffing pro~ress . Socially , 

politically and otherwise . 

JF: Whatever membership Gatsha cla ims , whether 

indeed it is 300 000 whether it ' s much smaller , 

the people who are supporting Inkatw the .people 

who are militant Inka t a people , how do you 

explain that they are so into this n ationalism? 

S: Well just to touch quickly about the question 

of the Nkatha membership . It ' s very easy to be an 

Inkat a member . Every civil servant is automatically 

a member . Now , the f ather i s a member , every person 

is automatically a member . 

JF : Yes , but I ' m s aying the ones who ·are members , 

what' s their story? 

S : I t ' s very simple that the Zulu culture 

id used , even lies are used . Like they will say , 

l ook you pe ople don ' t want the Zulu king , they ar e 

against all Zulus so we wmll need to att a ck them • 
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Scont: .And you find that when it comes to the 

!.fPF_; .'~;hey· will be more voci ferous about · the Non

zu:ibu sections of it like the Natal Indie.n Congress , 
end some people wpeak Xhosa who are in the UDR1· 

~eader ship like Rev Ndlundu , and so on. 

Like duing the 1980 boycotts, Chief Buthelize , s a id 
that the Xhosa l awyers the l a te Mr . Mdlenge , Mr . 
Posa and Advocates Quier (?) were responsible for 

the unrest i n the Durban area , jUst be cause they 
were non-Zulus~t 

So that's how they use Zulu cu.Xture , the negative 

side , the rea ctionary Zul u culture for their own 
purposes . 

!!! : .And , how do you think thB.t whol e t heory of wha t 

you ' re s aying , anti- ethnicity , or not using 
ethnicity in a non- progressive way , how does t hat 
fit with t he four nations theory? 

S: Well , it ' s , ethnicity in this case , just as 

people can ss.y all men are bad and having a movement 
moving around bashing males . Some can s By all 
females are bad and move around bashi ng all females . 

But that do esn ' t meen that males or females are 
bad . The whole ~esti on i s for the cause that 
Gatsha i s advan cing , t he cause that Inkata i s 
adv Bni cing is em apartheid cause , is a retrogressi ve 
cause , a rea ct ion2.ry cau s e . Inkat a is part of the 

bandwagon of apartheid. 

Now he i s using that for busniess of proppmng up 

apartheid, for proving t hat Zulus are diff erent 
then Sut ut s , than Indians , t han whites and so on 

and s o on. 

30 ••• 345 



••• /30 ••• 345 Simpiwe . 

Scont : That ' s why they do allwhat they are doing, 
because people are like th2t . 

vVhen it comes to the fonr nation theory wel~it ' s 
a different story there . The four nation theory s 

simply means that, or four na tiona l groups , four 
ethnic groups simply means that Africans Indians 

Progressive whi t es , coloureds all those people 
have a right to stay in South Africao 

Th ose people have a rie;ht to s t ay , not only whites 

as is the case now . It means that all others 
have the rieht . Actually , i t ' s the pre s ent social 
order that justifies what Inkat a i s llioing . 

!!:E= But how do you answer when peopl e say fine , 
but why organise et hnic ally? Why have the Natal 
Indian Con gress? 

S : We organi s e people ethnically becauset:Ln 

our national democratic struggle people are 
divided according to the texture of t heir (?364) 
a cfording to their ethnic origin and so on . 

So , t he conditions ar e met - · I ' ll make an example 

of Lamontsville and Chatswell ,- which is just sep
arated by Vailly (?) . Now people in those ·_ areas 
find that the conditions are worse , but more 

worse in Lamontville than they ar e in Chatsworth. 

Because Indians are t hird grade citizens , Africans 

are fourth gr ade citizens . 

The S2I!le applies with allp ther areas and so on . 
The lis t is long . Now we have to arganise people 

and when we take up issues of balck students for 
instance , AZASO HAS TO CATER FOR THOSE SPECIAL 
problems experienced by bla ck student s , which are 
not t he experiences of white students , hence we are 

different f r om Nus a s . 

• •• /31 ••. 379 



•• · /31 ••• 379 Simpiwe . 

Scont : The NIC has to cater for Indian problems 
experienced by the Indi8n people which are not as 

bad a s those experieiii'e.ed b~- the African people . 
Hence we have Residents Associations in Africen 
areas . 

So, that is meant for purposes of specialisation. 
To have organs that will speci e.lise in areas affect 
ing their peopl~ 

J ust recently, we were having a memori al service far 
V'l " ... <'J 

!14rs . Mhlenge lJI!ho was brutally murdered . Now , 
_,_.,let.< <t:. 
Ingata with the pe.lice - I saw this with my naked 

eyes - came there to attack us with knobkerries, 
with guns , the police had te argas , -now you can ' t 
have that in Indian areas , but in African areas , 
conditions are so brutal , such that de ath is just 

next to you . 

So there must be an organ~ ~ Et -veJli~lT.t to_ c:;a.t'er for 
those needs of the people . Sh, NIC and all such 
structures are manned to teach the people to 

make them be part of the struggle , not only in the 

famm but also in their programmes . That ' s what 

they are actually doing excellently-. 

Unlike wh2t lnkata is doing , which is prea chi ng an 

anti- Zulu gospel , an 8nti~ulu l me8n a pro-Zulu 
hegemony , Zulu imperial i sm and that Zulus are the 

chosen race, just like the Germans were saying . 
That ' s wha t IJj.kata is doing, spreading the myth . 

side ends . 416 . 
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J·F: When you were growing up in Natal, did you 

have any prejudice against Indians? 

S: Well , I had very little conta ct wi th Indians . 

Actually there was one Indian shop in our area . 
He was p2rt and parcel of us . We grew up with his 

kids , even now we are still frienly to them. So 

there has never been an an~t-Indien prejudice not 

for me , n ot for my peer'group . 

JF: What are you doing now? 

S: I'm doing a junior degree in l avv , at the University 

of Natal . 

JF: Why do you want to study l aw? 

S: Well, I don't know really. I jus t wanted a job 

that would make me independent ';: not to be a civil 

servant . 

JF: And so were you presi dent of A~as~ 

S: I ' m the immedi ate past president of Azaso . 

JF: When was that, •84? 

S: Yes ' 84 to ' 85 , July ' 84 to July'85. Our year 

starts from July to the following July. 

JF: And has anyone s a i d how can you go to a white 

university now? 

S: No one has s aid that . I've been t o many bla ck 
campuses . Well maybe people have asked th:: t if 

they don ' t h.-now my ba ckground. That I ' ve been ki ck

ed out . 
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JF: When you say you 1 re very open to white 
progressives , how do you feel about white liberals? 

S: Well, I understand the whole questimj. about 
white liberals , even right wingers for that matter. 
In the South Afri can world, I said earlier r.,ve have 
t wo worlds in white 0outh Africa . 

Now a person who has been listening to only one sidE 
of the story, that black pe ople need some sort of 

paternalism and so on, so they have been like that . 

.And number two, I see white liberalism as a starting 
ground for future vvhi te democrats . So, I see it in 
that lllght. 

JF: So you think they can move? 

S: Ja. They are potent i al ground for moving 

to be progressive to being white democrats, to 

understand that democracy is inter-racial and 
non-racial and so on. 

J·F: OK. This is just a quick questi on . Do you 

see the PAC as having any force, any following in 

South Afri ca today? 

S: Well, it doesn't seem to have it. X think the 

answer is politi cal. The ANC is not an organisation 
it is a liberation movement, an umbrella body 

with many organisations or many politi cal wings 
within itself. Unlike the PAC vvhich has been an 

orge~isation from 1959. So it's difficult like 
comparing UDF and Azap'o . 

UDF is an organisation with many organisations under 
it unlike Azapo which is an organisation. 

JF: Do you see Azapo as bontinulimg to be a minority 

group? 
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JFcont : Do you see it waning? Do you see it as 
getting any support? 

S : I see it as - politically I see it as waning . 
Because it is beating an ahistorical drum . As such 
it is something to wane . But as it is with the 
future course of time , I see it as being the future 

Uni tapf this country be cause it i s going to afj' fer 

a unique potential of group for such Unita structures . 

JF ~ But it doesn ' t have an army . 

S : But that doesn ' t mean that in the future it 
c:annot have an a.rmy . 

JF : You see Azapo as a future Unita rather than 
Inkata? 

S : Wel l they will come together . What we have 

seen during the past few years is that all those 
groupings that are against the freedom charter are 
coming together in many different ways . 

You ' ll find Azapo condemning the UDF , you ' ll find 

Gatsha condemning the UDF , you ' 11 find Le Grange 

~undemning the UDF , of course using different worRs 

but the basic message being the same . eg saying the 

UDF is a front of the ANC it is the front of other 

organisations and so on . 

J¥: Why is it that the non- r a cial philosophy 
threatens the Government , threatens the conservative 

bl qcks? 

S : I t ' s supposed to be a threat . Be caus e it 
means equality . Conserva tive bla cks want white s 

to move away fro~ the Homelands so that they 
can be just like Transkei, just like Kenya , just 

like MaL_,,wi where white people left and l ocal 

aspi rants took over . 
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Scont: There was no bourgemise class it had bo 
be manufactured - there has to be. 

With whites clearly non-raciali~m means death for 
their rights means death for their ill gotten 
privileges . 

JF: And do you find that the young blacks you ' re 

trying to conscientise in Azaso readily accep~ non
r a cialiiem? It seems miraculous to me that blacks 

wouldn't say to you whites have been so awful to 
us , how can you s y it's for us to work with them? 

S: Those who are involved their experiences have 
taught them. Like I was telling you my experiences 
These experiences have been undergone bv millions 

of young chaps . So, our experience is like when 
a white man comes you hid~, but out experience has 
shown that it i s not every young whit e man who 

is bad , it is not every bl ack man who is~ood . 

So those t hings ha:v~e workshr:b.pped us . The s s.me 

applies to our people . Actually the people in

volved in the struggle are the ones who underst and 
and appreciate non-ra cialism. Because in the course 

of their involvement , i~~he process of their involve
ment they have understood that it ' s every persnn - nut 
every person who is supporting what they ' re saying . 

JF: How do you see the struggle evolving in the 

future? How do you see freedom coming and what 

do you see happening? 

S: Well the coming years are going to be tough . ThB 
Government c2n no longer hold the reins politically.. 

Hence it ~£ resorting to brutal methods . The state 

of emergenvy and so on and so on • 
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Scont: And the extra-legal assasinBtions. The 

m;ysterious deaths and diS!l,l)J)earances of our leaders 

and so on. So the coming years are going to be 
more tough. 

But as they are go ing to be more tough they are also 
advancing the struggle in the sense that many people 
become more committed, many people choose the s ide 

of the struggle, because many people see the govern

ment become more brutal and see the solution to end 
apartheid. 

~: Have y~ actuall y seen ex-Azaso members leave -
t he country? 

S: Well, ja some people have left the university 
to join the armed struggle.,which is mainly waged 

from outside . Training has always been from outside 
the country. Though ther e recent ly everything has 

shifted to wi thin the borders of t he country. Even 
training is within the borders with r ecent develop
ment s . 

We have m2ny Asaso members who have left the country. 

Though I cannot come with f i gures as to how many 

members per year. 

JF: Well whether it's to be tra ined outside or 

be trained ins ide, can you shed some light on whs t 

the motivation i s for a young person to decide to 

t ake the step to armed struggle? Are you - is this 

something coming up in discussions? 

S: Well it' s not coming out s o much as in 

the experiences which people undergo. Like most 

people who go out are African peoplclbecause their 

conditions are worse . 

Now people see that the whole quest ion of the armed 

struggle is v ery central to our liberation • 
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Scont : Mass meetings , rallies , house to house 
organisation alone are not enough , are important 

but not enough . ~hey say that when there is Mrs • 
.1.v1halanga there must be ten aparthlini:d people . That ' s 

the t alk of all the people all over the place . 

Take for example when people are being~tacked in a 

memorial service - that means people are not s r fe 

all over the pl a ce . And that makes people see that 

they have to have a military counter , not only 

a political counter but also a ;nilit~i counter , 
to the SADF ' s aggressions . 

J F : And what about the way things have escalated , 
maybe not in J.' atal so much, but just having come 

from the Transvaal where in pla ces like Kwathema 

and ~iduza you have pitched battle s and really that 

level of militance ~nd violence from the people? 

I ' ve heard some people t alk about the question 

of mo~ilis ati on and or gani sation and saying when 

you cut off the top leaders and arrest the gras s 

roots people what does tha t leav e? I me an do you 
worry at all that what it ' s goi n g to leave is such 

a leadership vaccuum and such an intens i ty tha t 

you might just have killings that wilJihave a lack 

of direction? 

S : Well, it certa inly does disorganise us when 

our leaders are not around . But the e:dent of org

anisation is defended to wh2t extent we are organ

ised at grassroots level. 

Now, in most of our organi$ations you can take 
the whole of our exe cutive because we are strong 

i h our branches . Even if you go to those branches 
executive we are organised we are strong on a hoste_ 

to hostel basis . The struggle continues . 
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Scont: Look when most of our le.aders were 

taken during the tri-camer8,l elections l ast year . 
But the struggle has continued . Even the state of 

emer gency ha s been dec~ared. Even when our leader
ship is not around ,, in detention facing the 

treason trial and so on and so on, but there 
has been a state of emergency, our leaders are 
presently in detention, even in hiding after the 
de cl aration of the state of emergency . 

But , new areas have t cken it out to the streets that 

are not yet included in the s t ate of emergency, the 
Natal area s , the Freestate area s and some of the 

areas mn Tr2nsvaal, it ' s only that they are wcared 

of embarassment to widen the state of emergency to 
other area s . 

So in a way it doesn ' t set back our struggle . It 
does disorganise us . 

JF : Vfuat do you see , how do you see it evolv
ing? Do you think there ' s just going to be war in

the- t ownships? Do you think that wiml die down to 

some degree, do you think there will be movement? 

You haven ' t mentioned at al the trade uhions if 

that ' s a factor . Concretely if you have to think 
of what the reality will be for the next couple of 

S : Well if it contmnue s , clearly t here will be 

many more street fi ghtings between the people and 
the police , because now there ' s no leadership to 

talk with the government . The government is not 
t alking with us, it will lokk t hem up . 

So, we use now as it ha s even been happening , people 

just throw hand grenades at the police when they sre 

them, they will shoot at the police when they see 

them end the police will shoot back , so it' s going 
to be ev en an escalation. The war will es calate • 
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Scont : The civil war that has already started is 
going to escalate . .And finally the · -people will win·: 

because the government cannot extract its personal 

resources to every square kilmmetre of the country . 

But the war is just going to continue and it ' s going 

to be impossible for the Government to do it . So Et 

is to its benefit to telease our le aders • 

.And at a trade't union level , the trade union le ders 

are in detention . There will be disorganisations 

here and there , like set backs , but in ohher ~els 
there will be issues like , in Maritzburg there was 

a sta;t away , a very successful stay away a few 

we eks back . 

And at s chool levels and at youth levels there will 

be those a ctivities where people just do things wi th

out informing the press or the media. So things 

are just going to happen without the knowledge of 

the government . Which is dangerous for the Govern

ment also . In other words , the more the Government 

continues with repression , the more it is danger-

ous for its survival . 

J F : Do you ever think of a time frame? When do 

you thing this tension wiilll escalate? 

S : Julie , that ' s a very diff icult question . It 

can be ten years from now , it can be twenty , it can 

be fifteen , I don ' t know . 

This time last ye ar I di dn ' t know we would be having 
a state of emergency by now . I didn ' t kn~~ that 
the country would be drenched with so much blood . 
Things were so normal this l ast ye ar by this time • 

••• /40 •• • 200 



40 •••••• 200 Simpiwe. 

JF: Dm you think tha t when South Africa changes 
it will be different than other post- colonial 
situations in Africa? 

S : It will be different because of the extent of 

the industri al advantage of this country . Because 

of its closeness to the Western World, economically 

poli t ically and otherwise . So, it will obviously 
be dii diferent . 

JF : And what about vis a vis bla ck and whi te? 

Will it be different than other countries in terms 

of how the other countries have treated their wfufutes 

and the way other whi tes have re s ponded? 

S: Surely even then it will be different . Here 

whites are here to stay unlike in other countries 
where whites had to leave actuR.lly . 

So they will have to stay here, they have no other 
.J_' 

home'. They are part and parcel of South Africa • 
• C' 

J ·F : .And what role will they nlay? If you think 

of the whites in the police and the army and you 

know those various whites , what role do you think 

they will play? 

S : To play a role of observing a new state of order, 

not to play auxilliaries but playing an active part 

as South Africans, also , a positive role, than the 
reactionary role they are playing now • 

.And more and more as the struee;le continues,, more 
and more whites will be joining the side of resist-

ance . 

JF: There ' s a questi on about the lessons of the 
fifties . So much has been brought up that ' s - that 

what was going on in the fif t ies , wi t h the Congress 

of Nations . There're parallels there but everything 
was crushed . • •• / 41 ••. 223 
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JFcont: How will what 's happening now be diff-

erent? What do you see as the lessojs of the fiftiBs 

that the lessons will be different this time round? 

S: The lessons of the fifties were that there was 
much reliance on the mass meetings and so on. 

Though of course other areas were already developed 

to have low profile structures like org~ nisation 
and so on. Street to street , block to blmck and 
so on. 

But presently the emphasis is on area to area , house 
to house in the UDF and s o on, so the emphasis now 
is on a grassroot level . 

JF: And why do you think it won 't be crushed the 

way i t was crushed in the fifties? 

S: It is i mpossible because now it is groun~d 
on hlle exact surfac-e of the ground .. It is a grasw

xoots struggl~ow . 

And there are msny resources that have been developed 
now . All sorts of resources organisationally and 

otherwise , to cater and to sponsor the mood that i s 
there around the country , at all ~vels . So , it ' s 
not going to be possible to crush it like it was 

then . 

It's not going to be aasy, becaus e people are also 

aware of countering militarily , not politically . S:l 

those are some of the resources I am nalkine about . 

JF: Did you go to the Cradtock funersl? 

S: No, I didn't . 

JF: Whag did you think when you saw that SSEP 

flag in the media? 

• ••• /42 ••• 249 



···/42 •• • 249 Simpiwe . 

S: Well, SACP and the Soviet Unio:Qi fl ags . 

Well, the South African media because of its venal 

nature emphas ise that. Those are not the only 

fl ags , one. Two, they were not the l argest or the 
~iggest flags they were just one of the fe w flags 
that were there . 

Now , they wanted to say that , because according to 

the dogmas of apartheid, the myth~ is that we 

advance our struggle because the Soviet Union says 

it is a good thing to do so. 

N·ow w{.l.y there was a Soviet banner there , why there 

was a South African Communis~ party banne r there; 

there are many problems there. We can t alk tiilil 
ca ttles come home . 

Now the S01r~h African communist party is the only 

group from the first world war that has been non

r a cial in composition and in their political 
perspectives . 

Two, it was the first group that had to a ccomodate 

Africans and the Sovie t Union has been the only 

group right through from 1917 that has been support

ive of the struggle of the South African people . 

The first country in Europe to support our struggle. 

That has been the Soviet U~ion. Up until now, it 

has been consistent , it has been sincere in support 

of our S;ruggle. 

So, all tho se things that shocked the people , not 

the television, not the media , will shock the 
peopilie, that communism is bad . Though for sure 

m8 ny people don't know communism. But they see 

communists being among the ~ost people who genuine

ly support them. Not just supporting them because 

they have a hidden agenda or programme , but support

ing them earnestly . 
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Scont : So that ' s why some of our freedom songs 

praise the Soviet People t hat they have been one 

of thO.:S€ people suppo:tting us and so on. 

The hand grenades the AK47' s that are being used 

against the SADF are comi ng from the Soviet Union, 

hence people see th~r Soviet Union as one of the 

countri es that is supporting us . Soc, I think 

i t ' s mainly that you see . Why it was there . 

J·F : You mentioned ;Yhat it ' s mainly Africans wh. 

join their own struggle , do you think the b~.acks 

in this country have an idea that the war whe~t 

escalates is only one fought by Afri cans or do you 

think that they wee whites as having a part in it? 

S: J a . They know that everybody is fighting , like 

in casualty they have people coming from all raci al 

groups and that even people who leave the country 

are coming from all racial groups.: What I wa s 

actually saying is because all the African people 

are the most op~re ssed group , one . 

Two , they constitute the majority of aur population 

of our country , as arresult they ar e the major 

ones . That it just two major reason~~ They are 

the ones who swell the ranks of Umknnto We Siswe. 

JF : What do people think of Joe Slover? What 

does that name mean? 

S : 0, there are so many songs about Joe Slov~ , li 

he can come around many people can hold him shoulder 
high. They wee him not as a bad person , but they ffB 

him as a liberator . One of those people fighting 
for l i beration . His name is held in high esteem by 

the oppressed people in our countrJr . 

p e_, £' ~ 

Even in the Craddock Funeral , Beieirsnout is coming 

f~om the Broederbond , hm i~eld shoulder high by 
the people . 
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Scont: He is given hero 's welcome. There were 

other African priests there , because their role in 

the struggle ha s been so ambiguous and equivocal, 
they are looked upon with suspicion you se§. 

So you see that in our country, the people see that 

you contribute and they hold you high for it. 
That was why in the last century Didizulu wa s the 

king of the Zulus and was given shelter bo the 

daughter of Bishop Collins in Greyto~m , I think mo~e 
than a hundred years ba ck. That women even usdd to 
be visited. People used to bring African beer to 

her, if to bring African beer in Zulu society is 

a good prise you ~ee . 

In the Eastern C~pe , people used to vote for Judge 
Ross Innes._ His grandfather wa s voted into parlia

ment by those African~ who were confined to vote in 

the Cape. They regarded Ross Innes as a patriot , 
although he was an ~nglishman . They s aw Jabavu as 

a patriot but not as a patriot as Ross Innes was . 
So,. all those developments have shaped our political 

cutture in our country. 

J,F: Do you think that people are scared about 
getting involved in the struggle on any level? 
A small thing up to the armed struggle? .Uo you 

think that fe ar is keeping people from getting 

i nvoirvedi? 

n 

S: There is no fe ar that is keeping people. £or 

sure at c~rtain levels it doe s . But it doesn't 
make them to be ina ctive, it makes them look for 

other solutions . I'll make an example. 

If people see that the SADF is attacking them men 

they at·~~nd mass meetings they t hink of means of 
how to atta ck the SADF. So they just change the 
emphasis . Let us not call mass meetings , let us 

attack the SADU¥ because i t ' s making it impossible 
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Scont: becauwe it's making it impossible to 
attend a mass meeting . So that i s the case . 

JF: ~et me ask one final question . If somebody 
listened to everything you were saying , what if 

they would say look, you ' ve got some re c:1.lly 

intelligent urban intellectual person that average 

blacks would never support this, the rural blacks 

wouldn 't support it, the uneducated blacks wouldn 't 

support it. Do you find that what you hold as 

your belief is quite distant from what the people 

in your parents home town, not the nurses, not 

the teacher s , but the people who are labouring in 

rural are~s or ·workers in f actori es would support 
it ? 

S : They believe it a ctually . They are the . people 

we have been chatt ing with , they have been telling 

us some of these histories and so on. They are 

the people who believe in this more than a i do 
a ctually . 

But , they don ' t present it as I'm presenting it 

to you now. Like an example is the whole question 

of disenvestment . You talk a~out disinvestment 

to an illitera te person, clearly he will s c:,y , no 

no I'm against disinvestment. But you expla in 

concretely wha t you mean by disinvestment , you 

don't come with a concept which he won 't under

stand because of la ck of acctd emic exposure. But 

you as l~ him and he will say no I 0~ agaisnt disin-

vestment, I support dis-investment that's what ~ 

have always been s aying and so on snd so on. 

JF: Then do you have evidence that they support 

non-ra cialism? 

S: Ja. They support non-racialsim because their 

experience s in those rural are a s where I'm coming fr· 

from, like in those mission hospitals there have 
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Scont : mission hospitals there have been so~ 

of them s aying no so and so is not good it is 

bad. So and so is good who is white . You have 

heard of Brigadier Minaar who attempted a coup 

in the Ciskei. That Minaar w~s farming in my 

area from ' 66 to ' 69~ Now the way I heard that 
he was invoved in it was through the servants who 

- '· 

were working there. ue was a cattle f ormer there 

so he used to go and buy milk . Now ordinary 

people said that man is dangerous he is a soldier . 

Now clearly they identify anyone who is a soldier 

with the enemy. They were saying be very careful 

he can shoot you at the slightes t provocation, lie 

is a very bad chap. So if you come though with 
intellectual concepts, he won ' t know. 

The whole thing is to take the issue and explain 

it and the person will understand it not intellect

uql ising the whole thing . 

tape ends •• ... 397. 
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