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F.I. • •••• The whole tape? 

J .F. Ja - I. W. tima tel~ take qui.te a smalh part J'rom it bu,t I • • • 

J.F. 

J.F. 

Oh ... I see. 

· :I transcribe - get the whole thing transc:ribed. 
·/f'J(•·· 

·lfo... I told you that early bit. of it. because I thought it's :important 
- about how 1 grew up and. all this - and my parents • :Many people tend to 

· think that the AIC is well-to-do people - come from middle class or 
some~hing like that and all this. ESpecially those who are educated are 
supposed to come from that middle claas. Just wanted to show there are 
people like me who don't come nearer that middle class - from poverty -
from nothing. Any way - continue. 

Wcmld you mind if I shut this a. tiny bit?. It"s no 1so hot and it•s giving 
so much noise. 

F.JI. Yeah - just push. And then ••. 

J .F. And then do this? 

F.K. Yeah - both sides. 

J.F. Now maybe you can tell me a bit about the run up to the decision to embark 
on armed struggle. Partly because I think it•s important generally 
because people in the West have .trouble getting to grips with an armed 
struggle in South Africa. although they accept it in other circumstances. 
But for me mainly because I think the other misapprehension about armed 
struggle is that it is anti-white - that it was blacks coming to a 

r.x. 

J.F. 

'j• 

point where they decided that they wanted to kill Whites - which of course 
( •••• ?) a contributor to that understanding of things. 

Again if you ca.n think back to the kind of the debates that were held in 
those years of '59, •60, •61. Did you see it coming? I mean, was it 
something that was at · all hard to accept or was it something that you 
were quite supportive of in the group you moved in? " 

l 
Oh ja. No, there was al)solutely no problems with us - it was quite clear -
it was a logical step now - ·so we were .all for it. But there were problems 
with the older generation and that is where the discussions were held and 
all this - because theT had whole tradition of non-violence. Some of them 
had joined the ANC in 1927 and all these things - they were old men. And 
now to be told by Mandela , who's up there in Johannesburg, that this is 
time for armed struggle - this is nothing to do with the policy of the 
ANC and so forth. These were some of the questions which were argued 
and debated very seriously - but within the ANC. 

And do you - did it represent in any way a decision that one couldn't 
reason with whites and this would be - that Whites were going to get hurt 
and get killed and that was acceptable because so many blacks like your 
uncle and man;y-, many thousands more had been killed? I mean, was there 
any 717ment, you know, of militanct of anti-white - not necessarily 
spec~f~cally, but ultimately anti-white militance? ... 
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No. Actually, a.xmed s tru.ggle was explained very clearly by the AifC in 
the manifesto of Umklttonto"lSizwe • This new organisation, Um jJo.,to we-

-Sizwe , is fighting to further the aims of the liberation movement. 
we... . Sizwe is open to ·al;L racial groups in South Africa. Sn /c'hov-.+v 

Sizwe itself was non-racial in that sense - so there wouldn't be any way 
in which one could foresee a black/White confrontation. It would 
emerge in the locations - anyway in town - but it wouldn't be a policy 

. of the .ANc. 

What do you mean - it emerge? 

I'm talking about the reaction of the ordinary man i.a the street - We'll 
kill whites or something like th§t. But that wouldn't be a part oftbe 
policy or thinking af the ANC. 

And do you remember how ,you heard about Um1d1c~'~+o - or did ;rou see. a 
slogan? - or did people talk about it? - or how did it come into your 
consciousness? - that it was a reality now? 

There ~ alrea~ talk, I mean, even in the •60s - Itm talking now before 
1961 when"trmfclt o._t-v ias formed. 'But it was just talk among the young 
people- no man this thing can~t go on and all this thing - we must fight 
back and all these things and what not. We were not aware the AlfC 

~ leadership is thinking_ a~png those lines. I'm talking about now the time 
of the Pondoland revel ts and in Natal and other areas where people were 
fighting with arms. So there was already quite a lot of talk in the 
locations among the you:bg people: No, no we must fight now - we must get 
involved in armed struggle and all- these things- only to discover that 
the AKC leadership ·is also thinking along those lines. So when we heard 
about the 1decision to form Uml<l..o"+o .. e. sizwe it was in line with our thinking 
so to say. 

But how did you hear about it? 

Oh well it was discussed and announced in ANC meetings - underground 
meetings - and people were being recrui ted from conduit activities and what 
not - sent abroad for training. When I left the country I wasn't sure 
where I was going to, I mean, it was either Umkkon+o or school. I was 

· just instructed to go to school. 

BecauSe the the kind of line that•s put out so often in the Western Press 
is that people are recruited saying they are going to be sent to study and 

· then said they•re trapped and sent to military trainiJ?.g. 
L 

No, no, no. When you leave the country you go to an ANC camp - not camp 
as sueh, but residence - and you are asked: Do you want to go to school or 
do you want to go to, want to go for training? And you take a decision. 
~d then you go for training if you have decided. If you want to go to school 
f~rst and c~me back for training - that's a different thing. But you choose 
- you are g~ven a chance to choose - you're not forced. 
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so what did you - what was your choice? Were you directed and willing to 
study or did you VOlf to join Um ,? 

To be honest, when I was l.n 'nar-Es-salaam I was not clear at that stage 
whether I should go and train or go for stud, ies. But after some time I 
dec,ided - I must go for studies first. I thought it would be three years: 
a B.A. is enough - and then go back and ~ight. 

And when you were still in South Africa - can you tell me abput how you 
heard about ( • .P.OQP. ?) and that - what its campaign was about and what 
people were saying about it? Did you in anyway think this is useful and 
this is at least striking a b~ow? How did you react to it? Did it seem 
anti. white? 

No, their actions didnllt impress us much. I mean, I told you about the in­
cident where they went to throw stones at prisons - one of the biggest 
prisons in .South Africa - well fortified and all this - and how can you 
release prisoners by throwing stones? Stones which don 12 t mean anything to 
prison walls. And their actions of killing five whites in Umbashe, I think . 
.. the river Bashe(? ), Bashe River. And they had no real programme which 
could impress us - in any ease we were deeply involved in ANa activities 
at that time. s~ we just thought these are misguided elements. Some of us 
were friends iof course, I mean, social level; discuss with them, argue with 
them. But ••• 

What about the line that that it was necessary to shock the white population, 
a kind of )(a.ulra.u approach - that that killing five whites would be, you know. 
a personal ~ at a level notacceptable but that ultimately one had to take 
that kind of action - that, as opposed to the kind of sabotage, non-anti­
personnel line of the ANC'. Did you ever try to talk about weighing those -
whether there should be a terrorist, anti"lilite, anti-people,. you know,. 
campaign of killing vis-a-vis ,the few p;rlo:ns and hitting installations? 

No, I. wouldnlt say we discussed that. I mean, there was general anger 
at the whites ~the whites are doing this. I mean, itts a general feeling, 
there's no doubt it- but \ife•re too advanced, so to say, to be thinking 
along those terms - we're schooled in ABC politics • And the anger was there 
- there•s no doubt about it - all of us were angry at what's happening. 
And - bu.t - we had to go through tAe disciplined structures and politics 
of the ANC. You couldn't do what you wanted ' ···~ou were instructed to do 
something and you did it and fulfill~d you~ ·duty. 

So, yCiRl·•re saying if you hadn't gone through thos~ discipline and varying 
processes you might have been more kind of anti-white and militant. and -
in in that way of articulating it. '" That it. was in -:Cact the ANC discipline 
that put you on a path of understanding and ••• ? 

Oh j'a, I think the A.Iro is crucial in that situation.. The ANC has always 
be~ the force which guided people's aetions and activities in that . 
situation. All of us have to thank the ANC for our political maturity; 
our. development; our perspectives and everything. Without the ANC there 
would have been chaos - or there would be chaos - or even more blood bath 
in that country. 

I'm saying - do you personall7 - if it hadn~_t been for that - getting into 
that track - might you have been one of those who would have supported ~ 
pushed towards more violence immediately or more anti-white action? 

F.M. Oh ja. N9t only me, I mean everybody-who is black and angry. 
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T.ell ine a bit about that. process of leaving the country and getting to 
be not less black and angry but more channelled of that • I mean, did you 
·- did that happen immediately in the .ANU environment . or did that happen . 
more when you began to study,? I. mean, how did you kind of mov~ from teel1.ng 
that there should be more militant aotion to supporting the ANC•s approach 
which would not be in any way, you know, ,anything app~aching the 
( ••••• ?) kind of approach? ·· 

Oh well, I ., mean when I was abroad I became exposed to ,many influences for 
the first_ time. When I c:ante to Tanzania~ then it was Tanganyika, - so 
in independent Af'rican nation. ~ something which I'v:e never seen in rrry 
life - I had to sign documents s nationality African - something I would 
never do in South Africa - you have to sign your tribal ethnic group. 
And these al!e small things but they ha.Ye a li'Dera.ting effect on your mind. 

. . - { 

And you go ab:road to Europe - you meet whites who are not racists - . and · 
you read books which are not necessarily talking about . your country 
but about other strll8'gles and all ,.these things. · Ar!:d this was .the time 
of the Algerian revolution, by the ifay, and this had a very strong impact 
on some( tU us - and the Cuban revolution - successful revolutions. 
And reading, learning, discussing with other students from all over the 
world. Their problems broadened your perspective and you, had to put 
that perspective in the context of the struggle in South Africa. 

Can you go a little bit further and tell me a bit more of the influences 
on you? And was there anythings that you read specifically that you think, 
you know, were important influences? 

A.s I said, the Cuban revolution, Algerian revolution, and later -
Vietnamese struggle and so forth. And. of course, N.kruma's works on 
Africa - later Cabral . - and other revolutionary theoreticians -
Franz Fanon• and others. Cf' course, as time went on I had to look at 
them not for information as such but critical assessment - whether I 
agree with this or that or that and all those other things. Ja, I did 
get involved in quite a lot of readtng as far as that is concerned " 
and discussions with other students -especially discussions surrounding 
Pa,dmore , s book ••• 

Surrounding what? 

Padmore ' .. · - Pan Africanism or Communism. Do you know the book? It was 
Padlnor~ ·- iVs a boo~ which had a very great l.WPact on certain generation 
of Afr~can freedom f~ghte~s - and it was widely debated in student's 
circles -I'm talking about ·African students now- the •60s. 

And what about Marx. and Lenin? 

Oh ja, well, I mean, I studied that. I mean there was more than enough 
of that in in GDR where I studied - libraries. lectures, ever,ywhere, raaio, 
televisio~. I did study that, ja. 

Had y-ou read Marx before you got to &- DR , 

No, I had seen, the Communist Manifesto - I don't think I had read it. 
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And when did you go to GDR? 

And how did you- can you remember how you felt going there? I mean, 
was there any sense of what's . it going to be like going to a Communist 
country? Or even just - _was it more more of an issue that it was a 
white, different kind of sc.ene? 

-

Ja. No, it had nothing to do with Communists as such - but the shock of 
living with whites - it's horrifying. 

What? Before you went? Or as you got used to it? 
'-

Ja. I mean when I arrived there - when I arrived there. When I went 
there it was more idealistic and romantic and all this, Ja. But when 
you have to sit in a train for three. ho~ fro• Leipzig to Berlin, 
surrounded by white peeple ,:;. ali of them white - it's a terrible thought. 

What do you meari? A terrible thought before you experienced it? 'Or as 
'you experienced it? 

You ca.n•t even cough,. I mean, you just sit there like a statue - you 
don't know what the;y're going to think when you cough. Ja,. ja, ja. 

So, it took a lot of getting used to? 

Oh ja. 1ou get used to it after some time. In South Africa there are no 
such. things - you are there as blacks in your ghettos - when you travel 
;you travel as blacks in your coaches - as blacks. And you see whites 
as people who are serving you - if they run shops and you go and buy 

sweets and go away - talking about town now. Oh you meet them in the 
streets and never think of them as people as such • . I mean, it's a 
totally different thing when you are that young. 

So did it take you a long time to get used to it? 

No, no, it didn't it didn't - I•m just talking about the few first 
days .. or perhaps the few first weeks. Ja. No, I overcame that. 

Is there any experience that will illustrate how you overcame it? 

No, no. Itts just getting us~d to people: working with them in the 
classroom and teachers and everybody - friendly all over. 

S o where did you go? You went to Berlin and then to Leipzig? 

No, no. I studied in Leipzig. · I used to go to Berlin when there were 
ABC meetings or something like that - or when there •·s something 
.important. But I was based in Leipzig. 

And you did what degrees? 

Histor,r. 



J .F. 

J.F. 

J.F. 

FRANCIS MELI II PAGE 6 

You did BA-then? 

No),. the:J:e"s no BA there. You do one course - five years - well, one 
year German and five years - something that which would be equivalent 
to a lA. • Then I did a PhD afterwards • That 11 s why I was ten years 
there. 

So you did - you gat a PhD in history? 

Ja, ja. 

·And the first year was learning Geman? 

Ja. 

And where - why did you choose history? Was that a long process to 
decide" o:e ••• ? 

No, no. I 11dlong thought about it ... even at high school I was always 
against the writing of South African history -history wet::ce taught. 
Shaka was a villian and .Xhesa were thieves and this was ~hat and that 
and that. The Africans are now occupying their traditional areas and what 
not. 'IDle whites Caine at the same time as the Africans - or perhaps the 

· whites cam earlier because they c.ome from Cape Town and the Africans 
were still crossing the Limpopo and all those other things. These were 
some of the ·things I just never wouldn't accept, I mean- but I didn't know 
what the truth was so I felt it necessary tod!• a bit of reading. 
And when I do have time I"ll write abqut these things - I've started 
writing. 

J.F. The history degree you did was in what area( •••• ?)? 

F.M. It was the inter-war period, 19 ••• 

J.F. The -dat? 

F.M. Inter-war period - 1919 :flo 1939; that is, !'truggle of African people 
·against colonialism and the contacts it had - specifically with the 
Cominte:rn. That is something one would call international solidarit. y 
in the - in the • 30s - '20s and.' 308. · 

J .F. And did that .. and thatts what you did your PhD? 

F.:M. Ja. 

J.F. Did that form you more ~ a non-racialist on a theoretical level? I 
mean, if we can talk about that a bit. 

F.M. .ra, well, i.t gave me an insight into what people were thinking about 
Africa - What was discussed in Comintern congresses and conferences -
the International Socialists - cwhat they were saying and what the Africans 
were ~~ and saying themselves - about all probleJ!'!S -)~truggle against 
colon~al~sm - about racism - about the inter:nat~al working class 
movement and so forth. 
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And - when I asked before about the perception of communism among 
African or black South African people - did that shed any light on that? 

Ja, well, I had to d0 a 'bit on. the history of the Communist party of 
South Africa and of course a bit on the ANC - and then the rest of 
sub-Saharan Africa; West Africa especially - and so forth - and their 
contacts ,- that was now in the '30s • 

.luld of course, ja, I did get an insight on what is internationalisa 
and that is looked at from the point of view af the whites because the 
early socialist in South Africa up to '24 ... they were whi tea, because 
the party emerged from the white working class and this because Ka~ism 
emerged in Europe and spread to all parts of the world from Europe. It•s. 
not racial or anything like th~t. 

Anyway, there was the other side of it, the internationalism of the 
Africans - groping towards solidarity and contacts with the other racial 
groups. And there were the early views of the Communist party which are now 
no longer accepted - that the immediate goal in South Africa is socialism 
- and that somehow undermined a very important aspect of the struggle - and 
that is the question of national emancipation of the blacks and Africans. 
And this whole debate converged on the what was called the Black Republic 
slogan - '28 - where the national liberation of the Africans and the blacks 
became the immediate goal which will lead to socialist transformation. 
Those are some of the problems I'm dealing with. 

J.F. What about the ••• ? 

F.M. Emphasis • 

J .F. I'd like to ask you the theoretical points - but just to start out with -
on not really a theoretical pant - more the experience - just - when you 
first read that material - I found in reading it - jus~ I mean, having no 
background at all - having read it for the first time -it was quite 
interesting to me to think about how a pwraon like MOses Kotane would have 
interacted with the white leadership that was initially in CPSA. I mean, 
later he oviously asserted not only the black republic using his, his own 
influence - but just in the early days - the idea that a black peasant 
such as there -still exists in his background, come come in to a CP night 
school and interact with all those whites, you know, in that era. I•a 
just wondering, you know, hew it struck you just when you first began your 
work on that to kind of find out that that part of as an African student 
he wouldn't have read any of that in South Africa. 

F.M. No, no, 'no I hadn"t read that but, of course, r mean, I was reading the 
African Communist and Sechaba and other documents of the movemen~ 
trying to get to understand the movement. 

J .F. l!l South Africa? 

F .M. No, in the GDR - and I used to meet leaders of the ANC - Dr Dad.OO , J. B. 
ltar:~ Gorton(?) I met, not in the GDR but in Moscow and in Africa. .And I 
use~ to ha.ve discussions with these peopl~ about all these other things 
-.Michael Ha:rrne( ~ , was one of them. A"d it was through these discussions 
w~th them and of course my reading that 1· came to understand that early 
period. Of course, I went through the newspapers of the time and the 
~cuments which were available and so forth. And I got an insight into the 
h~sto~ of the mo:rement - and the roots of socialist ideas which are very 
deep ~ South Afr~ca ~ deeper than in any part of Africa. 
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J'.F. Did you speak to Kotane about those early years? I mea.n, I dontt. know,. 
maybe it.•s not as fascinating to you as it is to me - but I just found 
to understand the personal interaction which. laid the groundwork for the 
theoretical contributions and later maybe - it just seemed quite fascinating 
to think of of or those interactions. 

F.M. No' I didn't ba.ve real - no I had the time but ICi:>tane was ill when ;r met 
him - so it was not good to disturb him and all those things. :But I ,. I 

- could get glimpses asking him ~stions about this- some of the things 
he had forgoj,t.en and some he could remember well a.nd so forth. But as I 
said, he was in bed and couldn't go deeper into those questions_. Suspect · 
Brian of course knows more about such questiens because he has written 
a book on them. 

J.F. ( ••• ?) 

(End Side 1 ~ape 2) 
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Well• maybe may'be I should a.sk whether that that that was a factor to 
you.. I. mean, I'm taking it from a point of Tiew of some~dy who . 
doesn:•t know very much and is a white outsider and to me that was quJ._te 
interesting. especially the kind of influence of Doug W lton era -
where you had whites who were actually over-riding a view and ••• 

More educated. 

Ja. 

Ja. :na, it impressed me very much - Kotane. Albert Nzula. and that 
generation which joined the Communist party in late '208 - J B Maxks­
they•re inspiring, I mean - and in a sense you feel you want to be a 
J B Ma:tf<s, a Mases Kotane - you know. that type of thing - but of oouJ:Se,. 
can•t happen overnight - years and ;years of struggle which will bring you to 
that. Bat their commitment to the struggle, to the principles of 
proletarian internationalism, to socialism and to African identity - and 
that is fighting for the aspirations of the Africans - that is 1n · b~ing 
iliternationalists a They didn't forget their African roots and their cammi t­
ment to the cause of the African people and the whole concept. of fight·i.ni'" 
with ever;rbody - Christians and peasants, you know, tnat type o.f thing • ..., . . 

; 

And the ANC was such a platform and besides ·that t here were other orga.nisat-
. ions which were being formed .:. civic organisations and such things. And 
Kotane andtthers were elected by the people perhaps not because they were 
communists but because they saw in them people who are actually expressing 
their wishea and ideals and aspirations. I think that is important, 
people had confidence in them because of their commitment to the struggle 
and this was reinforced by their Communist convictions. 

J .F. H.ow how ~ did yau studying all those years and what you were learning and 
think~ about, relate to that African worker who stood up at that meeting 
amd impressed you gears before? I mean, J(oses; JCotane didn't go to 
university but you were going to university. I mean, how did l'QU square 
that? How did you did you relate to that? 

F.X. Bo I dida't see it. as a contradiction because I mean I came from a very 
poor family myself and that worker was :mfiecting my thinking and my 
environment - an4 Kotane was also continuing that tradition, so to say, 
not 'JI¥3' tradition but the tradition.. of that worker. Now I'm thinking of 
Kotane when I started getting involved reading abolft ,him - so I saw a 
progression not so much from that worker but from :rotane to this worker 
and .~. ':eo ine, it convinced. me thatihe question ef working-class 
leadershLp and the role of' the working clas-s - it's not a.n abstract 
theory from university libraries where I was, but it is a concrete 
political question which can be resolved in this struggle for day-to-day 
aspirations of the people, that is, fighting for breadand butter issues, 
that is where working class leadership comes in. 

J.F. How how does that relate to the belief in non-racialism? I mean, did it­
was that so~ething that was important to you in your studies? In the 
kind of things you were learning? I mean, you're you're stressing working 
elass leadership which is African leadership - and how does how does that 
relate to non"racialism or was that a big issue for you? 
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No I mean it was not a big issue because the workers are fighting for 
th~ restru~turing of the economy, of the society - and there can't be 
~ no~racialism. in South Africa - practical - real-sense - unless all 
these evils are done away with - therers no national oppression; class 
exploitation is done away with and the questions of improvement of the 
social conditians of ever.rbo~ - especially the blacks -uplifting the 
cultural and living conditions to that of the whites - that is the essence 
of non-racialism in South Africa - grappling with the day-to-day problems 
which are facing the people and bridging the gap between the blacks and 
the whites. 

You kept in touch with the people you were mentioning - are are ~lder 
generation people - so you studied from. t63 to '73· In the late •60s did 
you keep in touch in terms of what was going on in South Africa? Or 
were you reading about the Black COnsciousn.ss people were writing? 

F.M. Ja, ja. I was reading and wri'ting about that, ja. 

J.F. were there any people of that movement that you knew personally or ••• ? 

F.M. No, not really. This was a younger generation - when I left in •63 
perhaps they were fifteen years old. 

J.F. And how did you feel about what they were writing? - What did, what did 
- when Bika led the rilkout from ( •••• ?) and when he began writing the 
stuff he wrote in F~hting Talk(?)? Were you reading that at the same 
time? 

F.K. Ja, but I was not reading it constantly. I wouldn't get all the copies 
but I would get some copies of of Fighting Talk. Acwally it brought me 
back to the early •60s - I felt perhaps this is what we're saying in ASA 
but perhaps we were not articulating it in this form - because ASA was 
interested in mobilising African students; and. how many African students 
were at university at that time? Of course, very few. So it went 
beyond universities to high schools and all thesetbingsf conscientizing 
them to use the modern term. 

But at the same timet because the ANC was not visibly there, they were 
in a sense~ if I may put it c.rudely,. surrogates to the .ANC. !rh.ey were 
representing the ANC in the sense that there was no public -voice of the 
ANC,. and the .ANC was crippled because of arrests and killings and all 
the other things. But I was convinced that as the ANC emerges out of 
that situation the two will have to have a common platform, common ground 
- if not coming together at a later stage - with the ANC emerging as 
leader in that situation. 

This, I think, was proved correct when a large number of students left 
the country in 117.6, after the Soweto uprising, and they joined the ANC 
- coming to the ANC with new experiences, with new backgrounds, different 
backgrounds, and with new militancy. And in that sense they contributed 
to the strengthening of the .AN(] and they also learned a lot from the 
ANC. And some of them~ quite a number, most of the~ re~ected their 
former positions. f~r. the .poalt~ons of the .ANC. What Itm saying, there 
was a mutual fruJ.tlfl.catJ..on - l8 that the right word? - fruition .• 
Anyway the t.o organ is a tiona, or the two s trea.ms, stren&"thened each 
other and they were coming closer and closer to the ANC positions. Thatts 
why I oan•t accept ~e ~heories of Gail Gerhar .t when she says that 
the younger generat1.on J.n South Africa is more closer to PAC than ANC 
that•s definitely not true, at least not now. -
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J .F. 1laz you think it. ever was? 

F.M. Perhaps at the initial stage when they saw the q11estion as black. versus 
white. But even there it was not a question. of coming closer to 
the ANC - it was a question of stages in the development - and 
African Nationalism - because if you look at the leadem of the ANC, 
I: mean they all start there whether itts Jla.ndela or . whoever. First 
consciousness is being anti-white ·and then they develop through 
practical political involvement in the struggle to this broad uon-racial 
outlook of the ANC which they' have prought from their own experiences, 
fro~~t the ghettas. It•s not something which is imposed on thell- it's 
something which comes out of the ghettos but undergoes transformation 
to a certain higher level. 

J.F. So can you. make a statement about how you ·saw: llOn-racialism- I mean 
the South Afri.can struggle at that stage? I don't. know if during 
your years studying in GD:a you would ha11e been at a ' different phase from 
where you are now of whether it•s exactly how you feel now. I•m just 
wonde.ring if threugh the kind of historical. awakening and exploration 
that you were getting - just seeing, being able to have access to 
history which you didn't have, you knnw, in South Africa - and through. 
those years of studying, you know, where - how you would have articulated 
non-racialism. as an aspect of the South African struggle? 

F.)(. Well, I mean, when I was in the GDR I was a student involved in studies 
and not really involved in the practical ·political work as such­
involved in ANC political work as far as our student community was 
involved in the GDR. But now of course l"ve been travelling a lot 
:bo many countries: Jamaica and perhaps almost all Caribbean countries, 
Vietnam, Kampuchea, India~ Western Europe, · Africa - meeting people, 
discussing with them - seeing their conditions and all those other 
things. · 

I've become more and more convinced that all of us throughout the 
world have a COJIIIlOn aspiratioJL - identity -thatis the struggle against 
imperialisa, colonialism, racism, threat to peace or world war, and 
all the other evils that are confronting us in South Africa: • 
Apartheid may be a threat to world peace but in the context of South 
Africa, Namibia, .AngOla - it•s a violation of pea,ce and even Zim:babwe, 
zambia,. Botswana - they have been attacked. They are not that 
threatened - their people have died - econo~ damaged and so forth -
so apartheid is more than a threat to peace - it is a violation of 
peace in that p~rt of the world. 

Sn we are fighting for peace like all the other people are fighting 
against nuclear weapons. Reatan is , talking about militarist 
superiority over the Soviet Union - and to get tnis militarist 
superiority Reagan must get minerals which are very important for his 
militar.y industrial complex and South Africa is rich in those minerals. 
So in fighting against apartheid we are in a sense also fighting for 
world peace because peace is violated in South Africa; because 
:aea.ga.n is strengthening his military industrial cnmplex at our own 
expense. 
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J .F. And that came out of those years in GDR? Is that - that's when you 
came to that point of view? 

F.M. Partly through that and partly through my practical involvement in direct 
politics in the ANC. 

J .F. Was there any aspect of that articulated theory that carne through just 
dealing with people and not having racism be a factor? I mean~ was 
racism not a factor in GDR? Was it just less of one - I mean, was that 
was that an issue that you could be in a train with all white people and 
not worr,r about anything? 

F.M. Well. as an African you are always conscious of your Africaness, that is 
one thing. But in the GDR, because of their past, with Hitler, struggle 
against fascism, racism in Germany during Second World War - the peeple 
and the government are ver.y sensitive to race. racial issues, - also to 
racial remarks and all those other things. So there it was not a problem 
from that angle. But when you start thinking about South Africa, how 
to resolve those problems; how can we make our people have high standards 
of living when people start getting shot in Sowete and all those things. 
So those problems emerge ver,y, very sharply in your mind and you look 
for solutions. 

J .F~ And then you went - I guess, I guess I just should have asked you also -
I mean, was there a lack of racism totally? Or did that - does that not 
ever cease to be an issue? I mean, did you. ever encounter racism in GDR? 

F.M. Oh yes, you did meet one or two odd fellows who might say something to 
you - perhaps when they're drunk. But no, I don't think it was an issue -
not on a national scale or anything like that. I suppose in any society 
there are those - people are out of the way. 

J.F. Was there a difference between that and in pritain now? I mean is there, 
was there more or less racism in Britain than in GDR? 

J.F. 

F.Jl. 

J.F. 

Oh well, in Britain, I mean, you get those racist remarks in the press 
or in television. You go to a pub - people start asking you: When are 
you ~oaing next? Said I'• boxing because I•m black I'm supposed to be a 
boxer - you know, that type of thing. So you get all these remarks. and 
all those things and there is an organized racist group here - the 
National Front - and all these things. Times I see some fights here - the 
Chapel market- between the National Front. who are not onl7 racists bat 
fascists w.Lth some radical groups - physical fights. So racism is 
endemic - I mean in this country - they feel they are threatened by the 
blacks and all this things. Blacks are being killed in Brixton and 
other p~aces - I'm not talking about the police but even ~ ordinary thugs 
and ra.c~sts • These are some of the things you would never see in the GDR. 

And when when yau got your PhlJ you left GDR and went to • ••? 

To Dar-Es-Salaam - Morogaro actually. 

And you were working? 

I was working locally there in Morogoro. But later on I had to go to 
~anza- to. zambia whi~ ~as becoming the headquarters of the ANC. I got 
Lnvolved ~ some publ~c1ty work there - producing Mayibuye and all these 
things. 

• 
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What's that? 

· :Ma.yib~e ... i t• s a small journal of the ANC. Then it looked differently 
from what it is today. Ie;m sure you have seen it. And in October 
•65, I think, I went to Abgola.. 

'75? 

•15' t 'Z'5. 

And you talked about what it was like to come to a. country like 
· Tanganyika, Tanzania - which was achieTing,. achieved an indepen~enee throughtJ 
with no violence really. What was it like to come to Angola wlnch had 
had a bloody a~ed struggle which had had led to its independence and then_ 
still having attacks; beiilg ( •••• ?) under attack - was that an 
~erience? 

Ja, well~ i.t was because, I mean, •75 Angola was still in a war situation. 
It is still now, I mean, but they had just succeeded to to drive the Boers 
out of the country and they could come back at any time· It was not safe 
OO'fA :;. FLNA - were a threat and all those things. Talking about Luanda 
itself and - but you. felt you are ilt a frie11dly country - in the tme 
sense of the word - eommi tted to the same ideals and people know what 
armed struggle is. It - were discussing,. chatting,. language was a problem 
- I don•t know Portuguese" I don't know: it now - and English was net very 
useful in that_ situation. But there were some comrades we knew -Portuguese 
or Spanish - so would get involved in some discussions and so forth. Bat 
you would feel and see the total commitment of the people and the 
governmen:i to our cause a.nd our struggle. 

But did yeu. did you pick up any kind of lessons that you think would be useful 
in South Africa in terms of dealing, you know, understanding the 
independence, the struggle; the first leYel is not a.n· ea.sy road- that 
there1 s a continuing struggle? 

Ja,. ja. The need for a strong organisation which is leading the struggle 
a.nd Ntf?LA proved to be that. And that there will always be some forees 
even within the black community who are supported and abetted -nurtured 
by forces which are against the the cause of the revolution. The need for 
a strong army to defend the revolut.ion and I mean these are obvious lessons 
one gets from the Angolan situation. And the need to balance the various -
the relations between the ethnic groups and specially black and white in 
a community like that - at least like ours. That is ve!'y, very important 
and for the party organisation to develop theoretically - assess the 
situation and implement the decisions which are useful for the furtherance 
of the struggle. 

And of course the significance of international solidarity:- because without 
the CUban troops - without international solidarity - the Angolan revolution 
would have been in trouble. In South Africa, I'm not saying we'll have 
CUban troops or anything like that - but international solidarity is 
somethi~ ~e ca:n"t underestimate - and that comes in the question ofi 
non-~cJ.al:sa and all those other things. I'm talking now about the 
relatJ.onshJ.p between non-racialism and international solidarity. 
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J.F. And when you mentioned that that big groups even form within the 
African population - the kind of UNITA elements - I mean, that'a kind of 
the other side of non-racialism. I mean, you accept that there are 
whit es that can be on the right side -you also understand that there are 
blacks that ~ be on the wrong side. 

F.)(. Ja, ja - G-o.. +s~C4 B't-~-J-l,efa.i or the Vigiliantes, Croasroads. 

J.F. But do you see that as fitting into a non-racial analysis? 

F.M. No, what I'm saying, non-racialism means fighting against all the enemies 
of the peop~e - whether they are black or white - and finding what is common; 
what is central; what is actually striking a common Chord to unite the 
democratic and revolutionary forces - whether they are black, brow.n or 
white. Eecause we have the Rajba.nsis1 and the the coloured members of 
Parliament and Indian and so forth - they are definitely not on our side 
- they are on the enemy camp. 

J.F. O.K. I don't have that much more but I feel that I ••••• 

(End of side !, tape 2') 


	A13.26B_page_0001
	A13.26B_page_0002
	A13.26B_page_0003
	A13.26B_page_0004
	A13.26B_page_0005
	A13.26B_page_0006
	A13.26B_page_0007
	A13.26B_page_0008
	A13.26B_page_0009
	A13.26B_page_0010
	A13.26B_page_0011
	A13.26B_page_0012
	A13.26B_page_0013
	A13.26B_page_0014

