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JF And had you been a worker in the factories or had experience as a worker?

Ur was this when you were just leaving school or what?

A Since I was 10 I grew up in a town. hen I was about 12 there was the
defiance campai ings were held near my place and things were

very active at there was also children involvement in such

things because...and in the speeches and talks that were going on there

us feel we were part of the whole thing and that whole

thing was going to improve our situation.

anisations had been crushed - gone underground.

A ell, they have been, crushed and they have gone undergroung but all the

same now( there...were things like the trade unions and that sort o

]

remained a voice 9f the people. till it was actually crushed b

A y the
government but be...it ,collapsed as a result of a lot of pressures from

1e government and it only collapsed for a period of about three years.

Thereafter it was revived again, not as SACTU now but as the General

J I Do you see General Workers Union as a revival of SACTU?

A I would say...they are actually in place of SACTU I would 8ay.

years, you are talking about from when to when?

A . o % - ” - N\ —a - -~ L. ¢ F N
A From '69 to '72.) Y733 V659, Y70, /1y (In '72 Lthings started towards

ing for the workers and in '73 the union was born.

A Cut of ex trade unionists that were banned and house arrested and who

| e e " . . :
| actually felt that workers were defenceless./ And anyway they had not
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place in the line of helping

workers organise. nd how that was going to take place,.. (nobody actually
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A and also trying to get for them whatever we could get and at that time
things were...we had to be so cautious of another crush by the government.
That we even had to use the governmentworks committees there, That
one actually attractive aspect in them, in that they were absolutely demo=-

cratic.

Workers were allowed to organise from the factory floors by electing a

committee of their own and that committee was bgo back to the workers to
report on whatever matter was discussed with management. So that wes our
springboard and at that time as well, there was a survey done by

«ss2/project done at University of Cape Town called the Wages Commimsion,

Now the Wages Commission was also doing a survey on conditions of workers
and /we actually saw that as a roof and we needed a base which was actually
getting workers organised and seeing to their day-to-day complaints. So

we actually started the poject with a lot of help from the Wages Commission

which actually had white students.

And ever since then) thats..the workers) are...I am dealing with knew nothing
e{se but that in fact..in our organisation the lappreciation of a white

skin working in, sacrificing for a black trade union struggle/is so much

h

that 'most of workers | like thems They|would treat the whites with

t
better care than the blacks because they feel they are more to be appreciated
af

e
for the sacrifice they have made. iecause actually working in a trade
h

o

union organisation he is going a lot of steps below )either, that type of

tﬁirf.‘"‘-

TF Didn't you or other blacks question their motives? Didn't you wonder

1

why these whites get involved with us?

A 'he thing is I have only known that to be happening and in the history
of the whites being in the organisation they...I mean with a few exceptions
of one who gaps to an organisation as a cover then they have actually
played an equally important role and we trusted their roles as far as the

1

objectives of the organisation.

Well, there are a few, were a few, as well as the, sometimes there are
blacks who come to the organisation for the purposes of spying and fings
| like that but we have never had that with the...I mean that has never
be n a thing with...about whites being in the organisation. Particular

the young ones.

JF So you didn't in any way call them to account for themselves or query

what they were doing and have them prove themselves? \ Do you think a
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white would have to vprove him or herself more than a black?

Let me think. I think working with people actually produces better results

than a person saying..that you prove yourself-itherej; how do you prove

youself: there? If anybody say I would like or any white comes to say :
would like to come to the trade union. For instance if he/she were to tell
us he/she was coming from the UCT, and a student or a young lecturer, theg
would understand but if perhaps if he is known by certain people that we
know I don't just say we accept anybody./ Nar the history of universities

is actually producing more progressive people and even university days
actually you get people in their best. So you don't guestion them much

from university.

But clearly if they come with people you know. But we wouldn't just take

ct

-

anybody who is comes to work here. [ If we don't know him) and (he must have

his credentials or proved by certain people that we know, whose line we

accept. before he could be accepted.

Have you ever been detained Or...?

In 1976

For how long?

For 4 months.

which month were you picked up?

m =

e September and I was released in December.

And there weren't other times tha-m that?

0y

’
¥

1

lell, I was picked up for gquestioning and just raids just to be

actually picked up to stay im jail of that period.

o

hy do you think you were picked up

)

I thought...in fact I didn't know why I was picked

KO

up. Because I had
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been going around for a long time that I thought I must be regarded as a
stupid female enough not to be detained but when I actually gave...when

I was actually feeling that I cannot be detained, in fact I was beginning

to think that I am not important or what I am doing is not important .
enough to warrant detention and in fact all the questions that I was asked
when I used to be picked up by the Special Branch indicated that they didn't
think I was the person but there were people behind me and they .were ever

interested in such people, which in fact they never got.

So I thought I was not important for them to warrant any arrests but I
suppose they thought well if a person could be moved around for so long
even if we cannot have anything concrete, about him or her there must be
scmething that makes her, you know stick on in...because I earned that
with no charge. A lot of suspicions about I were not a member of the ANC
not a member of PAC, not what, what, what. But there was notliing concrete.
But I thought they were doing so because they felt no it is too long; it

made....2ither too stupid or too cunning.

Do you ever feel that whites have a..more protection than blacks, that

they are less likely to get picked up?

I don't...well I don't think that they have got more protection, but I
think the tendency is actually feeling that/ they ..the government is
hoping for their change all the time. That even if they are detained thegy
don't get the real bad treatment] from the beginning, (that black gets,,
because I suppose if they get what the blacks exactly get in detention
for eg. not to say there is anything to protect themselves that they do,
but for instance if I am detained Iwould sleep on a mat as I slept on a
mats But if a white is detaimd he would sleep on a mattress. So I think
the motive of the government is that they hate them for what they are
doing, but in case, if they treat them exactly like blacks, then they feel
we have got nothing to lose and then...just...I don't know how to put it.

But they try to be different at times.

Do you resent that?/ Do you think that agh these whites have more protec-
tion than me, they won't get beat up, they won't get detained, they won't
have trouble like am? Because I am black?

No, not at all. They...it ends up trouble but in different...its just
having ,tea.in a cup and black tea in a muge./ Black tea that is not sweet

in a cup and in a mug. But (all the same it is black tea.)| Whether the

poison is in a cup or in a mug but all the same is poison. They are not

295




A

JF

Page 6

Interview: 2ora

actually..in fact I have no hatred. That is % impression 1 get but when
I am interogated they are more hated for what they are doing, but the‘one
thing if for eg. the police know that they would shoot let me say Daves
and kill him, they know that the whole university would actually see how
wrong they are and in fact that would be more organisation of whites
against them. Whereas with the blacks they feel there is nothing much to
lose. Now with the whites they feel they would lose a vote if they do
to them what they do to us.

Do you ever find that the police in any way let you feel that they thought
whites were agitating behind the union (yes, yes, yes) Could you tell me

the story that shows that?

Well, the interogations, the guestioning that I used to get., In fact I
wags the first one to start the union to being appointed by people, and

they lactually /didn't think of the people who asctuzlly said the union must
be formed. They all thought it was a university move, a band of communists

that were wanting to take over and that were using me for this.

Why do you think they picked something like that?

Because we were working together, started the union together, you know.

What do, this is the big guetsion, \what do you think the role of whites
should be \in the S.A-« struggle How would you specifically explain it or
do you articulate it? Just the general guestion what would the role of
whites be? (What are they best able to do to help the struggle?

Fighting both the bosses and the government as they do and also getting

more whites eyes open on the issue of the country's situation.

Is that something seperate from being in the union? I mean how are they
going to get, if they are working in the union, how are they going to get

more whites open? Or do you think other people should go and others in

groups go and open whites eyes?

There are many ways even if they work in the union - (I can tell you during

the big strike in 1980 when there was a big mixed strike, there were
shocking results about whites support with eating of white meat.’/ The boy-

cott — Wite meat was boycotted because because 800 mixed strikers were

thrown out and there was a shocking response from the appeals we made to

the white community about the fact that white meat shouldn't be eaten.

348
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Actually one of the ways, in fact I know of some people who never eat
red meat, white, from that period.
o, ] i \ Away/ ) -
JF But was that because they Jjust sat far,and looked at what the uvnion was
doing or was that because whites came to their communitits and conscietised

tl’iem-

A I think because whites came and conscientised them in their communities.

It is easier for them to conscientise others.

JF BSo if you hear about these groups;like UDF have whites getting involved
and conscientising their own people you think that is a useful thing or

do you think they should all come to unions and work in unions?

A Wherever they fit because we can't all come to unions. Because for instance
we can't have more thah 20 people working in unions but we can have 2

million people supporting unions if you get my point.

JF S0 do you think, how do you think they are going to support unions? What

would be the way whites wbuld learn to support the union?

A For instance there are things like the rising of prices, the rising of bus
fares, the food stuffs and things like that. Those things it hurt more
on the workers than they do with the other part of the white community.
Now for instance if boycobhts take place on such things,)on things that
rise, for eg.|if we boycoit them together,)that\boycotting in the white

community as well, those things cannot have any market.

And for instance if the butter goes up, the price goes up, or fresh milk
well, most of the blacks are having their tea without milk, so it's
actually ! - milk is graduvally becoming a luxury now, for most homes.

If blacks perhaps boycotted it will help the effects of you could have, if
whites suburbs, who could afford to give children two gasses of milk a

day, could boycott that milk.

E-z’g

And how would they know to boycott and to help the unions? What or who

cy

is going to get them aware of the struggle?

A That is why I say that would be extended duty of the whites to actually

appeal to them on such things.

8 . : i 3 . S
So do you support the idea of whites forming UDF Area Committees or

and those kinds of things? (mmmmm) Do you think they should work i%ﬁq

-
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JF +their own areas?

A Both. You see the thing is they have got a bigger role because in blacks
they are quite accepted but they have an easier role with conscientising

the whites than it is for blacks to conscientise the whites.

JF And when you say there is only 30 jobs, you mean in the whole country for

whites in the unions? (eesee.) You mean 30 jobs in this union for whites?

A No I don't think three jobs, I don't say that - what I am trying to say
such as the GWU, in..if it would need...um,,,would be talking about people
who could be officials of the unions. Now we are..whether with blacks or
whites, we cannot have ten thousand supporters working as officials of the
union but we could have supporters doing other things. That is what I

mean.

JF So I guess the last thing is you don't feel like you have to go through
any process of becoming..overcoming racism against whites or preju dice
against whites; just was very natural for you? Were there any periods in

your childhood where you grew up being anti white and changed?

A No. You could have a personality different to somebody white and actually
not like that person. But even so that's the solution of the country...
the aim of this country's having every racial group. You... treat their
««just like you have for that person is..in the same way as you treat a
dislike you have about a neighbour, you stay with in a location. It does
not necessarily mean that because one is accepted the non raial policy

that there will be people here he disagrees with.
JF Ja sure.
A Ur people he or she dislikes, not as whites but as persons.

JF But you yourself didn't go through a period where you grew to see that
whites were decent and part of the struggle, but you just knew it from
your childhood? (mmm) Did you have parents who worked in SACTU or were
ANC members or anything legal or why did you have that understanding?

A Yes my parents had white friends as well. The organisation that had whites
with vhites and (what kind of whites were they?) Well, from political

parties.

+ X
JF  What -a :
‘aat 14 perals
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JI hat Liberals, were they?

JF Congress of Democrats or what?

A Liberals, yes.

cy
?;J

What did your parents do? What work were they doing?

- R

A My parents were both teachers by profession. But my father worked as a

clerk and my mother taught for a few years and became a housewife.

JF And when the ANC was legal were they members?

=
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were not members of the ANC.
JF VWere they supporters?

A Well, they were in a movement called the Liberal Party that my father

JF Your father was a Liberal Party member?

JF Oooohhhh. And do you remember people who he worked with or what it was

A 'here was a Mr. Gibson who is now ab the University of Cape Town, I
believe., There was a Mr. Hughes and a lMr. Alders and Mr...some people

who have left nowve.

JF VWhy did they join the Liberal Party, Did they Jjoin that instead of the

A ell, I suppose they had friends in that area.

L 1

JF Did they do that because they were opposed to the ANC or because...

'hey were not actually opposed but it was just a matter of themdegmghﬂEthod-
+

st church and not because they opposed to the Roman Catholice. Lhs
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JF And I'm still unclear as to how you went from being trained as a teacher?

A Me? (ja) I didn't actually.

JF I mean how did you get into the union? 'hat were you actually doing?

If the union started in the early '70s, you were about thirty...

'60s., (Doing what?) In the union organising.

A No, actually in the
JF hat was your union?

A SACTU., And it actually collapsed in, at the end of 1969. And '70 there
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was nothing going on

JF ere there any whites you worked with in SACTU?

A Yes, there were whites in that.

JF Are there any names of the people then who worked in SACTU now working?

A Ah, in the offices there were whites at the time when I got in were

actually banned. But|(there were people) that had ties|like Ray Alexander

and a number of peoplebut from the background rather.
JF Did you know Ray
A Yes, I hive known him. And people like Alby Sax.

JF 5So exposure to those people, did that strengthen your feeling about

whites having a proper place in the struggle?

L . Lo}

s, I mean Ray's work, nobody can actually play the roleche played, you

knowe. | You...we can try hard but you can mrer reah Ray's standard of

o~

work.) I don't think she khnows me very much but I know her very well coz

i

I have acimally seen her in playing the role. And people like Liz

16, you know Liz Abrahams?

I am hoping to interview her, ja.
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