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Intervievr with Trevor ''anuel 

JF Just for the record , when were you born. and where? 

A 31st of January , 1956 . In Kensington , Cape TO\vn, it "'as at that 

point , ah, called . indemere . It w~s essentially a aum area and in 

abo~t 1 62 Africans were Foved from ~inderrere to Guguletu . 

JF And what we r Jour parents views- what kind of •• were they polit i cal 

people? c)P"'f~ ' 
( Both my parents v1ere factory workers~ah, and G hey ' d essentially been 

excluded fr~m an entire ~olitical ~recess because the ~ass political 

r ovements didn't act.1ally reach Golot.red vrorkers) m, (to the sane 

extent as ~frican workers had been reached . On the other hand, orga­

nisations like the Non-European Unity , ovement were fairly exclusive . 

So one kind of grew up in an environment v1hich was largely apolitical .) 

JF \ihen you say they didn ' t reach you, \·las t here never any talk of the 

A C r did they just feel \oasju~on Africa" mo...zrn:;nt?~:as it just a question 

that organisers just didn ' t ge t t o them? 

A Org~nisers just didn't ge t to people st.fficiently in those days . 

JF So did they have any views abou t the A~C when it was legal ? 

was it just not discussed~ 

r 

A It was just not discussed - I J'l'le< n (.doli tics vias taboo in )t~c~(h)ouse1 ~fd) 
In fact urn, there ' s mt.ch later , in (abot...t tf(69, when my lute father 

joined the Tabour Party becauce he t~ed talking about) um , 

G he need for change, and he sav1 the Lab r !-'arty offering something 

to Gfoloureds at th t point u t) m, (it didn ' t l as t for 

very long . i n fact" he died 

People's Con~ress, \•c or a~~~ 
~~~~~~~?~~ ~ -M~~~....-' 

JF 

A ou know , (after hearing about the 

emerging., that 
----------------~ 
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In ervie\·/ with Trevor t- anuel 

JF What was his name ~ 

A l'of i Badin. 

JF Aha. '\.nd did you ha ve '1.ny reaction to that in terms of v:hen you 

heard about it thinking this i s str ange to organise people along 
? 

Colo~reds , whites , bla cks or do you have that its just not in 

h d or..&ani a,ed 1-za.s. 

u~·~e~~ ~ bee 

li vesf~ul tur- di viai.un..- ;ond so on , \"lllic h do obta in n Are f-urth er 

entrenched the whole battery of the~ass J.,aHS~legisL. ·ation 1ctually 

explained th t in a way . ~here v1as conflict 0.., a later point,)in 

when ~ came into contact with different views at h i gh school, like 

a more Unity t·.ovement approach~- urn non r a cialism and so on. But )>{b 

you know in the course of time those things "'e r e \vorked through. /S 

JF Ok , that ' s said a \'lhole lot . I just wonder I guess I mean I didn 't 

tell you about further , did you grow up with any kind of feeling 

of non r ac ialism or did you grow up in a home vThere the bosses 

\vere the whites, and ex1loi ta tion and there was an a nti white 

feeling? J ow do you think you grew up? ~lso if you wouldn't mind 

I ' m asking about white and I don ' t mean to ster eo type but I actually 
with didn ' t explore~ any so . called coloured , what does that a nnex mean 

and what particul a r ness of tha t background mi gh t mean vis a vis v1hi tes 

vis a vis non rae ialism? r . ~ 

jf: (Call' :10"" _sr,,lc abo~\t r e, ~CL o-tj¥t>W•1i ''c<>lov.re.J 1M 

s~J'S ~ A In the •• ~~en ! . ·· yo :- ··r, urn , ( .. ere ' ., 

\'thitel1CC~ .) Urn , r th nk ~f my Vi\'ll family, 

fore bears \vere 

on. And ~:1ere 
emberP of the · . ily 

.fJ , . "' , •h.;tene..,"' .,. c· u ~..)~,1 ,.. • a:.J._ . •• ,; 

\'le tend to look 

,~ ~r ingrair.ed you knoH , ve y b· :~::.c (o~~y;s lik 

I tF like and v;ere you f<. ·r, et.c .') with~Linrs t~~" JCt ·lly L r>re~ v1i :h-

i!'! the colour ed c~..- :nity tirr." •H f'Pf . '3r'tf'>~~~ 
_j'f.{b;J 't)O'vl k~ow ~ Jv.res i~ ~-r=tc'W\·. t~'.s kcq'\.0~, o>f"' vJ"s. {t...;.vf 11-\314.~) :> 

JF Did you knovt Sl eci fically white fathers , W' re they clos ( · ner tionS b"3t.k: ·~ 
Or \·Tas it just knovling that in the family '~ID.Y back there were ~ t"t> (3) 

402 b.f'\.~ r<tc"p 
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Interview with Tr evor fanual 

.:; F .'hi tee , ho\., w 

wnen tne generatic 

J ':~hat 1 s great grcu•u,t>arents (mm ) that \.'ere \..,hi te. nd the stories 

were they just this was a white guy, were the stories of them being 

decent people or was there anything known about them or oh, we know 

that our grandparent was from I ortugal ? 

---
m, in one particular cue ,~ere was quite a lot knowr 

my grea t--g r and f<:o.ther .J , (_e 1ad lived at vte lOSch ) 

a tradi tior that ( 1 d es t~bli -r .ed/ ·i th ~ busin< 86\ d thir.. 
(. ~'1 vJ~l-~ ~ 

the oth1r \1r the c 1munityAw ctt ,ly !ollowe~ ~ r gh by his ons . 

o there \J .., a kind of linl i t h t1 t} 1, you knc ( n I re\1 U'""'.)__.. 

A t 

~carne 

t and 

JF And did you go through that phase wewhere •• of that •• re classifica-
tion. ere t .. ,..e brothers and sisters or \ere they just ore distant 

ftt.t - ~~ "_.:l_u~s_i_n __ s_ people like th _ ~ bav't lb ( < 2 J ? ~ 

JF Did they · cceed , did they get ~ re classified •• 

.,(V"""' t}'~/ _,q.~~ :\ __ n ... ~i · n ) 
A?.~~ ( ) e of ~!.lr!"l' '"' cceedr "l ~ .( ~ ~..,?2'7 ~4)/ 

~ JF And j~st left the whole co J - gone to (yes) 

And how did you feel abo~t t growing up, I mea , 

emph -sis a nd that 

when. you felt you igh~ 

~ riority thing war 

to try tha t . 

t ..... .: . ) 

~~, 

te . (Yes) 

h 11 this 

another stage 

). • ;b ( 
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t ~ :: Um. • • "" j•ection T. was devoi content!,ut 

~ wast in fact,') um, \a reaction from where 
.,/J the whol~: notion of black cons · s es a c t1}.ally m~.d a hell of a____!_dt 

Q/'V of sensej]becauseof those k ind of expe i ence e r emphas~~-- on 
\ 9· blackness~ an emphasis on accepting wha people are HRi a . ... ~ t h e 

' need to utilise blackness to generate mor e generalised c ons cious neffi ~' 
a c tually made a hell of a lot of sen s e ~ 
Q: Where d id you ge t t hat , wh en you ' e been here . You ' re moving kind o ~ 

Also, par enthetically , if ther e ' s y stories y ou can tell to 
illus~ate •.• ~ bit dry . I mean, how did that go ••. did~ou remain r~~, 
ap(Li t ical or . ~AWj:~) ~"-·111--•~~r'-'"' 

\.~ 'VI w 4-> .f'ki .s ? ) [ ?o" ~t.-P /J 
A: In=l973e ~h~-was a walk off o students atrl A and it was 
the~ that SASOA~ad actually emerge as the force in the West ern Cape,) 
and ~together w~th tha t the traditi n of black consciousness. I was a t 
h igh schoo~ at the time and thes e things were actuall communicated 
h~~~s ~and~e chool that i h a d a t ended was in fact d ominated by 
~jk movement eople who 'd... ose teachers and t h e children of e unit y-movemen Y~€S who'a rej e c ed b~ack consciousness as reactionary) 
out and out : from the outs ) ••• ~ro~ t he outset . But there were 
oth ers who ked a t this a 1 t more pos itively. Some of us had 
att ended meetings of SABSA,~o h African Bl ackgSchomars ~ssociation , 
and tried to come to terms wit aomething like Bla ck Consc iousness . We 
met~ lot of opposition'~ the school , but it 'd ~y ~e _ as i~for 
being able to l ook at BCy.in t e context of (t'us caz ed}. - :::> 
Q: So y ou ' re s aying you ' re o en to it . AlSo 8ga~ ere s jus t · 
a ssumptions you make~hat I d o 't think neces s arily ne knows . 
When you t a l k about the unit movemen t traditions •• ! mean , without giving 
me a whol e hi s tory of the Un ty Movemen~hat did that mean~ wha t did 
you know ab out it in the col ured community~ What did it s ympolise , 

what was their non- r a ci ism staruice , did t hey want what whites 
w~ted ; ~as t he wh9le 91a ck whit e .thing , if ~ou h a d a Unity Movement 
or~entat~on.. . '----\_(,J;.rt. {k U~~~..0 Move~/ 
A> The UM a s it was under tood t h en and probably is no diff erent now, 

tth eir .non- r acialis m a llowe them to work very v e ry se~ively with 
'whi tes)f not with whi te or is a t i on s or anything like tha t , but with 

.. whites who w~be prepa ed to c omnletely a ssimilate them:~lves ,, ~ 
W politica l l y .._.... on the s de of the people, as it were . Th'=lir {whole ..,.IMP, - ,; 

approach h~s always bee a v e ry principled appr.oach, and their politie~ 
has a l ways been a poli ti s of exclusivism.} So~t ~sn't somethine that 
wa felt generally in th communit~ aut something t~at wa encountered 

i at Places like_ ools .d universitJB~and s o on . ~~cause the one 
()J-J~me:r:r'tf" orThe that rema1n&e throughout W3.S-:ct e Teac ers League 
~~ ~~of Af ca~ and uite a number of t eachers,~especia~ English -
~\ ~peaking coloured schoo s in the Peninsula,) were in f a.ct , orldid 

r epresen t t he remnants f tne and tri e d to communic~e thiR)through 
in t h at way . ~f,>~v ~) 
Q: Do you remember an experiences wh ere any of your teachers introduced 
it to yo'} for the firs ti e , or tried to interest you in it or can you 
tell me (~hat~jour rea tio . · . u h~ve. an3. . tim~t~~t y u were 
involved or tho ght i wa s a good ~dea 4) ( ~ 1kt. .,,? foA.. / +) 

~
: I 'OO.<;..t)lally ·ust ecause of th articular style of the y.ni ty J!!OVemeny f 
eacher~~t sen ol had built up an initial resi~tance. They tended 
o be to~ security!c nscious, they tended to be very selective. ~hey 

did distribute journ ls and things lik~ tnat, bu~ery,very select~vely 
to th~right kids or the kids of the ~~~r~nts. I a~ . alw ys excluded 
from that process, an that kind of exclus1v1sm made an ~mpact . There 
were other teachers as wel~ who were far more ope~,fopen to whatever 
we h a d to say abou BC for inst d fire~ 
student s ·) ' ance, ..(]pen to allow" development of 
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~ A cont: ••• ' here as our 

T MANUEL. 

;H~ 
experience with the UM· tea hers was that they 

~ tended to g~ve the line and lay down the line7 rat er than allow for 
J development •} 
~. ~ : And what did you hear about first? I mean, t's kinda easier if I 
~ can understand any kind of development if there as a separation of it . I) ] mean with your father's time in the labour p ty where you got all 

inv~lved there and I guess also I'm wondering hen non-racialism was 
introduced as a concept . I don~t know if I e en asked. Sorry. 

~ To take it from the very beginning, if you fe t there wa8 non-racialism 

~
~ in your ho e or t ere was, or you had to ?that through something 

outside ~ wl\.i.-v~. ) " 
• on-racialism was encountered outside ( :nnot in thehome) not in tre 

~ home no . (J:Your panents wouldn't~ted o have seen you with whites~ 
~ They probably would have liked to see me w th whites rather than Africans 

but it was never really an~ issu as sue .in the ~me. In so far as ~t 
affects the Labou . · ' ~aw o y l~t \I'd assi sted wi th 

g or theo.t~lections for the ured "±epresentati ve _gouncii 
:for the Labour Par~, and as a result o the.t, I ot involved i:t}. the 
Labour Part~--~~th. Then. 7Even at tha early stage tliere was resist­

rom ~en ted te&~hers )lgain t school to the whole notion of 
-~ d so on ~ecause tne·r. pri) ciples were, of course) wa~way beyond 

tion of the Labour Party. So t t was the first k1nd of . ' exper1ence. 
Q: How did that hit you~ Did you th· these guys were right to 
impose this public body or did yQu ( t · ~~~y are. they imposing if my 
dad's involved in a good party? "-... '"~~ 1~...,..S~c.(? 
A} t ink th ~uestion th?t struc me moct t h en w 1}see ~~f~~~~~~~ a±- ti ie , whpt t e doing about anythinc? ther 

I tended to be less voc1 erous a ou my labour 
~arty activities in school b~t stu k around with labour j arty yout~ in 
the area, (outside of schoo~l \ -
<... : cyfunt di~Labour P2rty mean to ou? ) Was it just sticking up for the 
~ coloured pemple? Did it me that one day everyone would have a 
vote or what did it mean? 
A: At that point, ~t meRnt that here were very elementary slogans use~ 

tri-" 1 like"peoplef'"~ rights for a "• The Labour Party, had campaigned 
around the ticket that tpey wou .d enter into the CRC and close it dovm 
from w: tl:..in. They) also ~ndicat d at the onset that tp.ey would st..,nd f<r 

.. election and not take up~eats in the CRC )and so on, ~d that would b~ 

.. one of the tactics used t oward bring~g ~bout change in t~is countryy 
So those were the early experi nces . \.. ~ think that) it was (already 
tow~rds the end of 1970~that (.ome dis1llusionment had set in because 
it became abundantly cle'lr th t they weren't getting out and they werertt 
achieving any hine on ~e ins de , either. I'd say the period b~w~~~ 
tnen(l970 ?~d at least~ ' 76 w s ave~ hnzy and ~xed-u~ n~~iod~~~~the 
one nand, I'd come . into conta t wi t l'i(?this man;c~oCffl.tBardien,p~ 'd e-e~ ~ 

~ ~ontaet ~ earlier~ho'd s own me a copy of the-vfe~dom Chartep. ~e 
\.~ related some o£ his earlier xperiences in Congress ,a~we related some 

~ecdo~ es agout the meeting that had been held etc ~tc. So there was 
that . ;1n the other hand,j a I've indicat ~d earlier~w<.: s coming into 
contac with BC, as it had s read from UWQJ in 1973. p~br.~member the walk­
out from campus ~d a fairy big meeting) attracting ~so~~ 7· ~00 ~eople 
that was x called( in 1973. Speakers rangpd from Fatima M~r, ?) {to 
Gatsha Buthelezi ~ a}l wh~~ad signified)a(~ckness at that point in t~.me\ 
On the other hand ~ne was3 co~in$ into contact with more kind of ~ 
principled and excl usivist ~~pproach. There weren't any organisations 
existing as such and it wa$ extre~~ difficult trying )o find out 
precisely where one coul~0~evelo~t.ar any SDrt of way. \Soon after 
leaving school in 1974, I joined up with the Young Christian Workers, 
which is an international organisation of essentially Catholic workers. 
That was a different kind of exposure , again. It was an opportunity to 
work together with white~ possibly for the first time in that kind of way 
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~~ Acont: Ghat didn't last too long either . I becamel~~t~f.lluE\ioned jii th 
\ their inability to move in any kin~ of directip~)even lth~~~hey , ( on 

the role »~and position of workersJ and so on~there seeme~ to be a bit 

af clarity. ) There was just a general inability ~ take it anywhere . 
From there , I )m~ed onto , uh ••. , win the area we l got involved in trying 
to organise a bus b~cott in 1975 and set up a youth organisation in 
the area. / And then e had some kind of contact with activists from 
other areas ~because 1he attempt at etting a bus boycott going- even tho 
it was unsuccessfu~,~had exposed to people from outside the area 
and dominant activists at that p nt were BC . So fo ' the ~ eriod7 

I'd kind of gone into a phase Black Consciousnessjwher my 
early experiences about some m bers of th~~f~i~~vin~ trird for 
hi te and some actually havin succeeded~ &~1 of1 that )the tdifficul ty 

in tryin~to efine how colo e~ ~[late t .o a South Afric~n context ; 
"~iii>WK~Qfere we a buffer gr uprb ·~ere we ~- ~rt of the solution! 
' re we part of the prob e • ! ). (All of 'thosel"QVe"!te fairJ!y simply an wered 
b rom phere, I kin o drifted back to the Unity Movement 
position~and (that had res ted largely from the f a ct that t nere was sooo 
attempt dt an intellectu stimu~s from the ongoing forums and 
educational fellowships~ c etc, ~monthly lectures at a couple of 
different venues that OP. ned up a whole range of possibilities and 
probably introduced in y own development a more leftist content. So 
th~e was the transiti from BC to the Unity Move~ent .) 

\( ~:Was the non-racialism an attra ction to lea ve BC?) or were you happy 
, wit BC's racial starilce? 
k 1.7 A: ( It wasn 't actually an issue with the Unity Movement becaus~ tfte UM 
'\ ~was , and probably still is today,~ largely an ~anisation of Co lou . m 

intellectuals. It wasn't ever considered to be key issue as sue~ · 
But there was a difference between the way they saw struggle and the 
~ BC approach its~lf. 

ust because I'm interested in the ~on-racial black/white thin5 
~hen you were first attracted to BC~were you happy about that . 

Did you feel like you know ~~lmH~t be separate from whit~s and was 
there a sense where you wen1}..~1thr6ugh an anti-white stage~ 
A: (Ohymos t definitely.~ommenly whites were referred to ~ s pigs and>you 
know~ersona non grata.) And we were very happy with that. (J: inBC?) 

<-< : ere you in 1 ~organisati:on"jwi th BC? h \ ~pl.s"'" 
In~C , yes . \ (,_ ~[ ? ) , ,,.,.....t>Yf'-) 

A: Not formally. ) We were •• ~ was one of the hangers on to ~C without 
ro ally get ting involv~ 

: And g«xxiNgxYHYMXYH~ leaving BC and getting interested in the UM , 
aid you in any way , say to Y.OUrself Whites aren 't pigs, that's not the 

to~ see it or what m~d you from one to the other, I mean w 
. ~ . 

A: dont't think it W~§_ a~view n ~~ce that had moved ~e in as much as 
static approach of~~~ven thory~he Weste~ Cape ~ was further to 

the left than any other of~tbe regions ;pf BPC, \ it was still not 
answering the kind of questions w that we were grappling with. We were 
reading elementary Marx and Lenin the~d there were; j~t_ so many 
contradictions that couldn't be answered by BC~ and l}~s a need to 
develop ~a ~nd of broader understanding that had actually allowed me 
to shift~~~ "'-'Y (i'o$ 1-htnt} 
C: The cbntradictions being turned up by the kind of reading youx were 
doing, was race rather than class appro ch ever a contradiction for you? 
A) Not at that stage in my development. ~ 
~: Why was that? Was it just that Black is Beautiful was~mfortable 
or it just seems that if you're reading Marx, the contra dictions that 
ar~bein~t rned up, that would be one ~f the first contr~~~~2n~~,~~ 
A• I thi t that stageJyOU know that ~the generalised view~ was t~~ ~~ 
th class ontradiction is the primary contradiction in South Afr~/ 
and therefore to enter into~any kind of debate on race was considered 
to be entirely superfluous/ hen so I don't actually recall ~ 

tv r ~ having ••• /4 ••• 231 
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Acont: having reall y grappled with those kinds of ques tion s . 

~ : You were jus t an a ll-bla ck organi sation becau s e t h a t makes sen s e. 
Yeah . And so moving on, wh a t d o you mean by exclus ivis t? 

~~~ !: ~he whole appr oach was de cidedlyJlnte~le ctual appr oach . There was 
~v~1 a str ong r es i stance to mass work as such, knd therefore a c cess to those 

\ kinds of c ircles x~ was so limit ed ~d R~cause politics were conducted 
in those fai rly t i ght c i r cles ) it was byl$itture separate f r om the masses 
of people who had no d eep love for workin~ class participation. It 
was all up there at a very abstract lev el y~ fo f •t3 .n 

~ ~· ~ ~~~~ 
~S !-move from ~C to the Unity Movement was~d of intellectual 

& ep p n your eyes l ; ~ou t hought we l l t hese gu~ they know ev en 
U more c l arly about c lass or what? 

! : (It was essentially that, yes .) (vJiNJ.,t~vz. ~Jo·~~~:) 
S: So then where did you go . Were you( work1ng) were you~~till 
studyihg?J(~ ~rpq4/) 
!;._: ( I was working on const tion si t es . ) And ( I worked there for seven 
year s after lea~ing s chool , d that had actually assisted in trying e to come to terms with the class contradictions because I was in contact 
with mig~t workers 7 and there was a whole different experience opened 
up to me:r±:ttflrthat ~point i n time . 

: And were you politically active in any organisation during those 
seven years~ What was that '75 to 82 or something like that? 

A: No it was 74 to 81. Gt_ wasn ' t until 1979 that ~r~nisation 
arose~very very sharply . Grior to the:~ suppose (I'd been active in 

(
/ various education fellowships and lect¥ re circle~ica~ ~h~at-~r~ 
~ Trotskyite movements the world over ,~ery , very popular activity in 

the Unity Movement he rez. ) ~ 
'{<S"I.t ~ 

G: So you're saying you were a Unity Movement and 1& Trotskyite? 

A: I wouldn't really say that I wa s a Trotskyite then , but the Unity 
Movement has been, i s a Trotskyite group in fact and even now I cannot 
say that I could see myself as a Trot then but just the whole style , 
the intellectual debate , everything confined to th8 t k~d of ~el , 
I mean was what my politic8 1 activities c onsisted of . \ I n 1979 , we 

.. established the need for organisatio~and sta rted looking up 

.. comm~ity organisations as an option. ; It was then that I got involved , 
well firstly , we started a news letter in the communit~ as a means of 
r4ac ing people>and on the basis of tha1pov~into an old r~~~payers 
organisation in the area which >within a very short space of time~ we 
transfo~~~~~to.a ~vic organisation. It was the Kensington x ates 
payers ~at1on .) 

Q: ~ asKthe office details . But you got back into 

the community organisations , decided that was something and started 7 
getting involved with civics , and then that , what was the newsletter! . 

A: I{~~~ed ~· !:'+-;Covered Kensington an~n~~ so 

it was just called Kent Facts . ---~ 
( : An~ th~t ~o? eve ~ually into-BDF?*,~ c.A\1Ac)0 
!= Ja<~~ually\_into 0 

e r-e Housi_n commi tteetf,~d from there 
1nto UDF . But a so at t he e time , the reedom Charters, wh~ch were ~ ' 
kind of~ dusty a a~~ · t ·~ ·m~ere hauled out ~ you know (Le~~ing amy 
so on, look&ll a ' et ~osi~ve identificat;L on wi th'!the 

)?harte , yo~7k~w politi cally i e c ided is wa~ to be lthe r oad7) and 
\_t his was) to be \_Where we c oul d act out o r politic s best. ~if'c( / 

~: Do you remember your f eeling about the freedom Charter when the taxi 

drive r firs t showed it to you years before? •. ••• / 5 •• JQ8 
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J"Af'l"" A : ~ r ememberl you know , ~e was o e* i ted about this , He received a 
1';.1- ~p~ in the p6stJand because o va:riou~;.craid~ on hif'~ hou~~e,)and so on, 

~ e~ispo~ed a lot of things ,~ he )now ~~ad thi~~o ~~ A3 copy 
whicn took a~Iace of pride i his home . ~e stuck i i up on his wall, 

d sat me do\vn and ex~ained; all )o~ this ~o me, and he was so overcome 
and excited about this . ; It as actually a very good experience. 

!= So you didn't think, ach hat are they t alking about, whites and bla ck 
together. (~)n) OK so we• e still unclear as to what your feelings were . 
That was in 79 ••• when he s wed it to you? • •• T: no, no, that was in 
possibly around , 73 or th reabouts . J; and after that you got to be 
the anti-whitet whites ar pigs s t age . Did you just s ort of forget 

/ ,1 about t he ffe edom charter or just didn't have the relevance? 
\_ !'~ ~HJ. ~010 .e.srGlli ~ ) C 

! =:(It wasn' t a po~ular. d cument, i t wasn ' t sort of ~eing communicaied in 
any way at all , ;¥here w re no organisations . ./lfter t he ) s ixtie~O...J: ) 

(there was a grePt fear out beine; associr>.ted v:i th the &lr>rter.)~ en. 
'so there were all those kinds of f actors that just r emov ed it from my 
total experience for a hile .~ frlp. z_ 

: And then just tell e a bit about the non-racialism and your 
UQderstanding of it. How did you go from the whites are pigs to the unF? tt Apart from what you•ve tra ced chronologically, I mean just theoretically • 

. A" ---:A?(r think it was a fairly organic thing that had) taken, (buil t,., ... fover a 
},.!~ ~ Iong period of time./ I don't remember ~y spec~fic incidents thp.t 
1 g had assisted in that pro cess . But even i n 1980 , ~kax~axxsx±%% \with 

the r 1hools , boycott a~d so on , one sa~U A8 coming ouV in some kind o~ 
way. ~~~ater Jin 198G, ~here were NUS AS publi~&tions floating around,~/~ 
discussion of the Freedom C rter) at NUSAS . ~~here was an attempt tn 
establish ~he Release Mande a Committ~/.)and NUSAS had been associated 
with t hat . ; So those kinds f events had actually assistedvbut for 
$yself I rec~ 1 t . e e~rly 980 achools boycott and so on . \ I was still 
fc=.irly sceptical about th w rticipat~on of whites ~ I hadn •t really 
come to terms with it as et . I had the notion that all these white ....:;;;;;:_=---
are liberals an they're do~ng these tnines to sa lve their consciences 
r;p1d so on . But a with i:me1 one.. saw a measure of consistency w:C:h~rtlt.rV\ 
groupings like NU~,h-· ~~f insta~~>~It beca.mB c epr that there was 
a ctually a rol~ .. t..: ot er even~~as the rade ~nion )((ov:er.:. nt and here 
in Cape Town we liad co tc-~ v·i th the Food and Cannin~:iffon around the 
attis and Monis~oyc tt , wit~ the General orkers nion ar 1md the 

Red Meat boycott,. ~n 80.)and Q_t waE' cor:;'!"".on knov·led e t.h.ct whites were e involved as the seer tr>ri's) of biit unions~in fact. (-And it didn) t seem 
strange anymore the and {2..0 it was hat whole period )th~ Utad a<:KtA~~ 
assist d grePtly in ~hiftin£: my underst< nding of the role of 
whites . 
( : And that taxi d iver , had he said anything abont whites , you know when 
you held up the F eedom Charter and it ~d People and all that~ 
A: Some of the incidents that he recalled, I mean, besides the CP night 
schools and he seemed to recall parties at the houses of whites and so 
on, but there wasn 't much besides . 

SIDE ~: 000 

001 : C: Difficult to discern due to krinkly tape . 

00\ :A: I don ' t actually recall any of that . 
Q: And s o then you were ••..•• found yourself being non-racial . Did you 
~~t challenged by other blacks and union people(?) . Do you remember 
~eople saying Ag how can you sup~ort non-racia~m? 

a. 41P.!ii(rP . • .. /6 •. . oor • ~ {\a ~ ~Or\ - ro..c.;al ~f 'a1Z'"'"1
1 ~ c I A ~j~V\ ~"'f~o-t . \l .., ) 0;: !:-.::J .. ,ll~ ~ \ii a d::s ,, kc o fr'"J ~ , f., f· ID 



T. MANUEL . 

_p;,A" ~~ 
A: Later , there were ~ challenges , especially during 1981 ????~? 
after the boycott period of 1980 the emergence of a whole range of 
organisations and , an overall kind of jumping for a polit~al 

0 .Nil do~· nanc e in t he Western Ce.pe . And ~n t l).e course of that ,~hS9e kinds 
~rfi·~ of ~guments arose from t ime to tmmerland\~e were force~ t o sit down and 
~ t cla ify our own approaches t o the ouestion1 and~rr.solveJ to defeni t he 

/'. particivation of wh,). tes in t he s t ruggl e .) and we (~n fact) challenged and 
~~engaged ) all of the lother groups in debate on questions like these . ) 

£: So /haw do ou feel nov:, this is asking qui t~a complex idea but 
\; l~ l'k .. ~...~ > il 

how would you answer simply what you see white ~ r~leJin the struggley t o 
be? .. ~~"' "J 
A: I think tna~ a t one l ev e l · ir o tant that whites continue to 
generate ferment within whit ?raQk~. kjnd of wor~ being done by 
xke v org~isations in the white commun1 ~ l~ike NUSAS) for inst ance on 
campuses-~d the End Cons cri~tion c~paign are a ctual ly t remendous 
gains for our struggl~because democrats are being generated in trat 
process, and unlike the forcex of events in the black communit~ it ~ 
actually far more difficult for whites in South Africa to qffie.A~P-b~ 

A te~ ti,:th the reality._ So t hat _!{ind of work i s i mport an ~;\ 
W ~~_g.Ls o, }fi~ tha t becau se or- - or e c au se of 1\ Y!~J.:e r ange t ~f reas ons (whites ) pres entl y ( are able to pick up a~ ~ot )~~~ls 
~ and that a can b e ~~led b~k into organis ations . t another level i t 
fnt~·~s very importan~4~o takeA1deas about curren~ into the white 

communit~)far more generally . I think that ~ doi n g t h i s we will 
actu¥ly sta~te1 a l ot Q.f problems ;th a t c ould aris e a t a l a t e r po i nt . 
Jus t (Ey way of example,} l as t week \1 addr~ssed students at Stellenboxc~ 
Unive sity on the All- Blacks tour. .And et)le meeting s~,ea wjjJ a ~) 
f~rm of hostility - some ~orty or fifty rugger~ugger~ arch into 
the hall . completely kitted out in their ;ugby outfi~s, o ots slung 
over their shoui ers, placards, etc) etc. ~There were so many oues~io~~ a~J 
so many prejudices} not only about UDF, but aoout ~acks i n gener a l • 
I went there because I thought it was very impor ant to be able to ) 
speak to these people. I understand the isolation that)~he ~ e peopret 
Afrikaners. especially, grow u wi~ and live with for the1.r entire lives . 
I underst~d the need)to be able~to break through th~t. I also under­
stand t~! counte~~volutionary role that people like th t can play, 
not i>hr~gh any ~ of their own, but because they haven't been e exposed to 1! other ideas. My own experience at Stellenboscn) :tast 
week in f~t i llustrated M point very clearly. You knov; I wa~ 
eventuall Ccught up in discussions there for two hours) long after the 
meetinc ha broken up . The ~eo~le who remained to talk to me were 
the same rugger- buggers who marched in there intent on disrupting the 
meeting . They were asking very basic questions J.i e "~vh~ would happen 
to us as whites if there were a take- over in this country . Are you 
going to f,.'f!-F~·e us into the se· ? WhPt~v:ill hw·~,en to our lrm[t3.8.!' e 
iffrik r.ns:Jif -thereJ!,Il.:r;e a ta}'e- over? So :~·~~h~ i mean , l i think 
that those people ~;never~~e persua ed/ (~ · bout the immediate 
topic that I went ther e to d1scuss with t~em , m~ y the boycott of the 
All Blacks to~ th~~~pt that they used the opportunity to raise the 
kin(\ of au~§tion:J ~they were gra-p-pling with is indicative of the f a ct 
that}~d~~'t\.,~~"1:>reak through there . Obviousl~ , they are not ~oing ~ <?., 1,,1JL 
be a leadi~ force in the struggle • . But even ~f we can effect1vely ~e 
their acti~ against t he c ou se of events in South Africa we will 
actually make great s t rides . o answer the ouest1on on . ~hat I ~ 

bhink there are two) ( ~~,k,.. r 
he oneh the procews i s not mutually exclusive to~ ~e , is a need (to ;-

~~~ move into those situat ions and generate democrat~ out of tha t ,) 
or, - b~ng able to utilise the broader white comm~i ty and ~ 

c_ ... _--:- ofW. counter attack on democrat and on thOP e engaged 
in struggle4 ~t ~ e~_j ~ .... /7 • • 076 
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~ <; : o y u r ~d to o le who S"Y )Ag /the onl for e •s g_oing 
{ ~ ,\\ t o ln1l the cliane;ef.is t workine: cl s ancy t e only way whites :is are got o change is Whe "they get Tiurt • • . • • • • . . . . • I 1'1/Y ~ 

and you're wa tinr y lr time tell~ing to th .·e Afrik~:mer~.~?) d-of ' . I;J 
A: I think thrt~, yo know , tthe whole noti. n that~ even (t w ing cla s 
eople have to go t alone is completeiy ort - sig ed o be ef ot-

i ve , the working cla s h~:v:e a nece sit . t r w beil' d it a many 
hllies as it r>n get , and whjte~· flre not 1"e&t! 'de f o 
that T'roceco')• - Especially in view of the wa:fk gs like the military e~c1\ 
are oeing used against our people ~in the Eastern Cape and else~g~re 
today. If I look at the fact thAt 7 000 conscriptees or 25% ~~o make 
the call-up in J anuary , I think that is particularly significant1 without for one moment suggesting that all of those have been reached 
by organisations like the End Conscription Campaign for instance. 
I think it ~ is never~eless significant and it shows that a number of 
things are possible. \ The f~ct tha t the ECC hafo been banned from all 
white schools in the Cape P~ovince is ~ther \indication of the~ 
~kind of fe a r that the ~~~~~, has of the ability of the de~ocratic 
movement to actually reach ~~en at the High 5chool level~ So I 

.. think that the ne ed to actually ~~ over and utilise i~ a growing neWd. 

W 0 : Trevor~feally interested in your concern for tha t ibecause my 
Interest in those people who've st out against the working class is 
"What's the society of the future?~' I mean the working class t akes power 
supposedly next year or whenever and then what do you do with the 
whites? I mean what society are you going to have if these rugger .buggers 
are going to be running around as angry as they are? So you k~ow' you're . 
saying that your c oncern for them, OK l et me just ask it in ano·ther .. way- t 
I mean does your c oncern for t m l eri ve from what? A way £:xmm .of ... ~ 
breaking down the ruling clas way . of making a better South Africa ~. 
afterwards , ~ personal self-interest in it - ~ 
x mKXH why all that effort, cos you don't have so much time, I mRn ~ 
why sn.end s.e- muGh tim.: on that? J 

!v• ~'\A { ;i~tly , it would b ~o 't~~~ cr~~-~~ ~JUlY schisms in the ~ling kloc 
b\oa.. ~ as possible . -B'eoen~ ..i. t>.Wou~"lf;·oJ.ay the basis for a future & 

non-ra ial South Africa. We're not g~~~£_to achieve that by being anti- ~~ 
white now and trying to introduce" c..R-~"'a';;a later point . There •s no s · 
we're gong to be able to chase them into the sea. I do believe ike ~ 

.. everybody els nt w i tes e ,., c n u 1.on o outh f. rica :( 
W r,s it is today , will continue to make a contribution, and 

c_!hr t ~ -;~ d ij;.e~ South Africa truly belongs to all who liK live ~n it. 

Q: And what did you feel, you didn't compla~n about the tour • • um what 
aid you feel , were there any accomplishments in that trip to Stellenbosch. 
Anything you achieved? 

A: Two people who had contact with students there subsequently had pickrl 
up that things had gone very well and there are indications that the/.e-~~ 
UDF will be invited back to Stellpnbosch to address s tudents a~ai~l~~ 
I also know of an incident where ~r•l aa Kota(~}~aa addresse students 
at the (?AU) Rands Afrikaanse Universiteit, and as a spinoff fr om that 
a group of 30 UDF supporters had emerged on campus . Some of the work 
that they had done initially were thingsa like translating UDF documents 
into Afrikaans and so on. But again these are all indications t hat 
there is a fair amount po~~~ble . It doesn't become a major a ctivity f~ 

~~~~t it ~·:~ometh;n~ can afford to i gnore at this point in time 

"(n~lf~~Ftn Ill@~·;;; . }: yes. 

f C : Yt irJ you speak Afrikaans at home? 

A:~~t in the ho~e, but in the community , . (c2- ~J-rcf-
yes .)~{ l 

• •• /8 • • l.38 



.... / f .. . 138 T. MANUEL . 

C' : And, this may be, i don't know if th~l is m.f."tP.ing, I_,Wight have 
the wrong idea, but one of the things a~~~Whites~~thei* effort 
to forge a cultura l, it's not a political~~t a cultural ~~ I 
mean there was a time they'd been looking to Britain(?) or wherever , 
and what should they be looking to and some of the people are trying 
to like understand what a South African culture would be about . Do 
you think~ lhat, I don't know if this is a stereotype ,&B but do you 
think that there is anything,~any affinity you might have for that 
effort and that struggle to find a cultural rang e- kind of language , 
music ,books an~all that whites~~progreFsive whites, that colour~s 
~ would hav~ . I'm just thinking of when you talked abg~ the kind 
of trying to be~~ites and what often the lack of identity~ne coloured 
community have been said to have. 

!= I think that lets say my experience of usic in the coloured 
community is , s a gre · ter affinit amongst younger culoureds 
to kind of American soul, Black American stuff. But there's a l so a 

~ f airly large c omponent that has a very strong attachment to J azz and 
-~7~· a kind of Jazz that is essentially African, the jazz~ tt has tended to~ 

use a lot of brass the kind of stuff that Dollar BRand Abdullah (~/,) e Ibrahim J7~Y§.. Those Jcind of things a dtually go down ery well. So __. (! think) at that level~t would be possible to ) find or establish common 
ground ~ith Africans in so f ar as music i s concerned,~~~anguage is 
a much , much greater problem. I think it's going to be a problem 
that we're going to sit with in South Africa for a very very long time. 
If one looks at Cape Townl..for instance, the separation is so stark: 
Afri c ans ~peaka• Xhosa~ Coloureds speak English or more predominantly 
~frikaans~~o those are some of the problems that we are g~n~g to face . 
( Finding tne lingua francar~ is going to be a major1 major ( task. I dont 

know if we cnn use any single language or if we wou\d have tp find a 
combination, depending on regional dynamics or whatever - )sut lthose are 
problems that we are going to have to grapple with. But at the moment 
those things _i\t;G ... somewhat secondary . In the UDF here in the Western 
Cape, there's~~e~hasis on using translation& as far as i~possible . The 
two languages we use most are , in fact , Afrikaans and Xhosa, bec8use the 
coloured and African working class use those languages . It might have 
to be an a~r gem,nt like tpat. In Durban it might be English and Zulu 
for instanc e ~)md you know (~fter th t kind of arrangement, how exactly ~ fl 
one piecesA ~nation is still going to be a major task . r ~ 

• ~{J:o you speak any Xhosa~) A: ( Very,very ~ animated Xhosa thet I , 

~~eked up in my y~s on ~onstruction sites~ 
~ ~o I guess you answtred my questionx - you. didn't answer it maybe 

totally directly to what I was saying . Do yo~~~~ify with wh~te~$ 
I mean if I asked a white do they speak any Xhosa , they'd probalbly1~ay 
I picked up a little for this reason. 

A: I think that given the kinds of regions that do obtain in South AfrEca, 
language, housing, group areas, etc , it' s probably easier to identify 
with whites under the present circumstances , but it's also a struggle 
for us to identify more closely with blacks~in this country. 

~ = How do you respond to , I mean ever since I came to Cape Town I've 
been amazed at the crit i cism that~~ ~ different camps and just 
thw whole kind of criticism of the UDF from ~ White ~intellectuals, ~ ~ 
that it's got the bourgeois or the petty bourgeois ~ and ~~~~ 
cause problems in the future and all this which I think certainly 
there is more than in PE or Johannesburg which is where I was before. 
How do you feel abolllt that (~ criticism? Bo you think that it's 
useful, do ~ou think that it" •s just t;vpical, do you thi.nk ..,g there are 
sort of whites again, or do you say Ohwe get a lot of ~~~~trom 
Coloured intellectuals too . Is it something that is ~ white 
that says they're evem more revolutionary th~ you that they 've got to 

sit over here on the sidelines and not get 1nvolved? ••• /9 •.• 214 
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~think that we ~ from ~ 
in the Western Cape .~s ~in of crJ. t · ci"' · so thin :was 
f more promi~ent in the 'ffj e ifni: on .Movement earlier~ w e the )1. ade 

;u'nion M'ovement~~ended towar economism and the whole n tion that t he 
wn in~ cla re goine to ~J.ber te t emselves and tne will leed .the 
struggle alone , etc .::._t.£_ • t\~ne find a different t end emerging) and~l 
i ~s still e rgent~here as a result of struggles i the comnunity an~ 
struggles on the facto loo~~e are actually be · ing to see some 

J.n ac ion i unJ. Y. , emerging . W.e wi)-1 find ;n se same worke=r-=-s':=...~ 
taking the organ1satio IS e~eriences}ofA~he facto floor into the 
communi ty ,~and') m r ence( from the comm'ta;h..~ int the trade unions) and 
so on. So \~here • s o been a more recen~~urg of worker particifia~~on 

~ in the trade union~ So theM ~ hardened attitudes that had existe;v 
O· there for instance t about auestions like the role of non-workers in the 
~ struggle and so on are actually shifting quite considerably . One 

looks at ~e participation:.r of the t !:,§.Q.e ifnions( i rl;,'r the &tay-aways in tre 
Transvaal n the 5 and 6 OI~·Novemberf"l'l.ast.._ye ar ~ as\-one~xample of the weyy 
in which he whole process is opening up. )'-3J bt{c4 tor· 1 ( ~.e.-

: But as far ~~e criticts~~Q~ the whites do you kind of have an 
-~ ge of the ~ kind o:f't~'fh-eJ_'J.ectual you find aggravating? 

'T: I think that intellectuals by and large)~ ~eople who •ve absorbed 
themselves in a~9;~.m,~p,.. A'k j;~t_g,Lo,-itP~ ~e the world through a very particular 
perspective.)md~~ aon'Jt tnJ.n.K'~na-t/'tne result of their whiteness .or 
anything like that. t•s probably more a manifestation of the a~enation 
th~t they suffer from 

C: How do you feel about uh • ••• would you ever have thought years ago 
wnen you ~know all the deuates on these things(?) discussed, not 
any of the groups mentioned, all the different groups , that there•d be 
a white group of progressives who'd be alive in the way they are? 

~,.furl) : I never a think th~e r['·te at which the 
/\ff·\ grou ing of white progressives is e J.ng especially in Cr pe ToVvn and 

\ liannesbure: isr.; q_ui te phenomen::d . We have a s~ tu~ ti on nov1) f or i¥tance 
here l y ou know \the grou ine; of white democrat s j c cti ve in the UDF( is 
ucn bigP.er th•n the Congress of Democr~ts w s • It's something that •• 

I mean the kind of work being done on _.. campuse d elsewhere is 
really paying dividends now. f,ft5 e ~ : When did you hear of the Congres s of Democrat s ? 
A: It was probably in the very late 70s when I said earlier you know 
we dusted the Freedom Charter and so on. It was within that period of 
grappling that I hea rd about the Congress . 
C : Zimbabwe •s promoted .thJiis J.9:.~a of reconciliation by letting the whites 
retain their privilege~some~. How would you envision th1 
reconciliation in South Africa in the future after liber~tion . How 
much accomodation t~ white privilege would be necessLry in order to 
maintain production. I mean there~s the theory and then there 1 s the XI 

it re a.~ .. ~ tyJ .of what hauP.1e_ned. to MQz_amb~· qu and t;he whole. thing. 
\~'1)1 :SF: ~ ~ II)•"' SU...fk- volt~ l,lo/VI.\l<.S i'l\ fJ'C9--~~(.( >A . Cc~p,wJ .., 011-rr('ts ,.f A-Oic..' . A: thinK to •• we•re into that becau e ~he e ' s a much longer lJ.ne of 

~:~ whites who don't have ony other homeland , who feel themselves as South 
\~ Africans and nothing elee. I would imagine that in all likliehood a 
~ gre~er percentage would opt to remain in South Africa~in any ~vent . 

Ja, there's very little other place for them to go to. ~here J.sn •t 
anyt ing south of where we ere. So I don't think that for those kinds 
of reasons we do fore see a me.jor kind of e odus of whites ~from South 
Africa. The more comnl x ouestion is t hen o be a SJ. ua J.On w er~ ~~ 
~~ef~~~~~~~~mm~mites have built u an incredibly strong militaryr~ 

They haven't~ •• ! think that since the job reservatio~ ! aws ~ 
ed and so on a couple of gaps have probably been crea e 

b~<A.<f\l ('It · · ·/lo •.. :~304 
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P :cont: and anywhere t hey h~ven • t b e en crea ted ike in the mines for 
instance the work there is largely done b~~ £1 ks, under supervision~ 
of whites . So you find a situation wherJ~~la ks don ' t hav e bl asters 
certificates for instance t~ey in fact do t h blas ting themselv es . 
So it isn ' t around industry. t~s much as it i s around the abilit y of 
whites to bec ome a tremendofisly strong f orm or counter- revolut ion;> 
and g iven those kinds of condi~ione , it 's a l ot more comnlex to c ome \

1 u p with any i mmedia te answers .f!- ' " 
' r : So you 're saying you don 't know whr:> t ~ wo~~~ in pr actice •• \ 

:-. ; ...•.••••.•••.• . •. what we t <: lked about non-racialis m in practice 
but in reality you may well find -:[OU can ' t just change people ' s ideas ( ? ) 
• •••.••••.••••••• (hard to dis cenn). , 

A: Yea h , I think t hat what I'm saying as well is af' suming ' ~we-were ' 
t o go fo r one person one v ote immediately t here wou ld be , ~mean7 ~ik ~ ~?1 ]_ot ha has s a id tha t ;!?e will fight to t he l ast drop of b lood ' \._ Ri ght . ~b~t~ 

~rr::: Qiovv fa t' they c an a ctually go, I ' m n ot too sure . But I think tha t there 1l1 r l. S a commitment there at leas t ,. and Sufficient mili t e ry ma ch iner'iy> and /,(3 Y the b a cking of the United States and 4mperialism ;i;:g ,e~I!era.l because of 
the str· te~ic impor tance o'lSouth Afric a 7for the~~~~-oe allowed to 4t continue for a while~ And ltha t is going to be a very ~ery impor t ant 
question . :gut whet her l,ve c an t ie ourselves~wn to the s ame extent as 
Mu gabe h a s t ied hiwself do~)for inst ance , I don 1 t know and I don ' t 
t hink i t wi l l be accomodated . ~tfohr~cle.@ 
C: Would you say t his before you ha d a v i ew about liber8ls? Do you 
think you 've chang~at all? Do you t hink you have more t olerance? 
or do you t hink th re are different kinds of libera l s or do you still 

~feel that they a re ot really able to contril;mte~1 7)1 ' m thinkin g of whte 
\'\ lib ! ~Wo-e·~ view'* w~.te.li~-r~t~~~~b-$!H\1o~/'thZJ::1M-) 

_. I ~ink I ' ve b~Qome a lot mor e tolerent~ On the one hand a lot more 
unders t ;::mdjng o-lb:fi.ovv expedient libera ls are So while there is a 
tolerDnce Lthere i s a lso an a cute awPrenes s of the ext en; 11 t which 
libera l s will try and manipu l a te s ituations . ) They are (~o •• I think 
my feelings are decidedly mixed on tha t questi on~~~~~~~~~~~ 

: And do you eyer think t h 8t the white , •.• do you ever think that there ' s a definit e l eft where people say there ' re whites inv olved but ag they 're 
t goin g t o get harm e r ed the way we a r e , t hey don 't get the cha i ns (?), 

d on ' .t ,get •••••• • 1 • ~ ·~· •• 1bv th~Stat~-~he w.ay "t .he1.b lacks dof?-t&V~ ~. 
~o-1 .(hfh~..rf,..M v.Jt,;;es wM qe+ ""~ "'"re..r .. ~c.~ "...,.....-~ ~'to.~ 1"-«-+fn~l"r€ niFSJJ li3Jij .1 .. -.u,t; 

when p eop le say t ha •s very rea l . One lo~ks a t t he s itua~~on~~~ 
in t h e We s tern Cape, where w find t hat the t ecuri t ¥riPolice, t h e Acti o~ 
Unit, all of thos e a rms of St a te, even trea t coloun§~ far more c autiously 
t han what t h ey trea t Africans . They don't bash~us u p , t h e y pick us u p 
and try and act in a very, very humane way':) and · .t ~s ver)l_, very different 
to what we ex perience els e where in the c ountry You /a l so \find tha~as a 
:e re sult of that, there's proba bly less militance ) to go ? r ound (in 
coloured c ommunities, and I wou ld i m ine t hat ) y ou ow\ t hat i s multiplied 
so much more in the white c ommunity. It's it ~f'·/S 

l~r C: Do y ou think t hat if y ou a sked any p eop 1.n UDF to nam~ the kind of 
1vvl~ heroes of t h e s truggle there would be any whi t e names ? 

f· ~or a long time our people san~ s ongs abou t De~is G~o~d~~e .. ~~~~ 
name has a ppe ared on) a number of(o~banners and so on ~ rec 
discussion a r ou he time thRt he _. had ccepted the terms of 
release. Denni ecause e,- 1. e 1.n ape own:h Wa a own o a 
num er .of the older comrades '!;- ·~--~~w~..> ..ft.tl te~c.<tl~~ h.ts tdtt,a~/y~ ~A"1~~ 
Q: ??? .. :???- ~ r~ ~~.}.- V•"' 

A: and ther was act a l l y a very, f c ours e people ~e unhappy a ou ~~ 
- e f a ct t hat he had acce ~ed when ~ Mandela h a d refus ed. But ther~~~ 
was als o an understanding you know of the •••• t a pe ends . 
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A cont: there was an unders:tandin~fof the con~tions under 
Deriiis Goldberg had accepted) th€ c~io~of his release. The 
situation in Pret~ria Ce~ral was ent±re}Y dif erent from the one on 
Robben Island~ and } even in later, in~~tg(?~ . So he had kind of 
fallen from fa~our. t names like Br~ Fische~, are names that (are en 

111 regarded with ho o r by everybody in the UDF t-?i Other contri but~ 
like Eli ~ \~.einberg ar;..d names like tha t are{:~..Lso) names that are 
remembered in our struggle . (.Eli Weingerg, Ben Tur«, Solly Sachs ,) I •ve 
mention~d BraPID Fi~~~~ ·I hhink that fi~Y people still recall those 
n ames , \_Ray Alex~d~, "61:· course,~ yes ; r- .ttelen Joseph is very popular) in 
the UDF ~s well . ~ 1-o f-1f1n,~ ~!wft~ 
~: And it's just that yoJ •re so interesting that I keep, •• • there's one 
thing that I think is a blooming problem , I'm just wondering what you 

think of it, It has to do with what the media has done with th~e 
white women (can•t discern) I mean that one tha t was killed in the 
Tra~svaal . She was (?) st oned by a (?) ~~b , the little baby , 

( ifficult to discern) the one white child' against all the black 
vic~1ms . Do you think that that might be in any way countera cting 
what's being built in terms of non~racialism , tha t that can help 

a sow the seed s for a new ki'-'d of racism or do you think that the peo le 
W will be ready to understand that and deal with it? I an certainly 

the way it 's played in the Citizen and the SABC and stDff . ,.. 
P: When you say the people who're you t a.lking 8bout? 

~ &J We~t·~ ~ ~ess1raking it both sides , I enD do you think that UDF 
ppo 1 g P op w1 de a l with it? A,.,d thenrn .L ''~!!~ you whether 

f. tha t cou ld derail all your effo~ to go to st;llenbos ch and that 
~~4-a;<ifto~t k t'2~~f,~]~~ tJ~~te.~ re>tnJ w~~ -it~,~ b:;~ ~ VTC-~"'frts; ~tla ~d:s J) 
{~~' ~: Y~ fact, you know, those kinds of things were men~oned at St~len­

bosch ~y some people , some~tudents who were there. ~T think thay , you 
know, ( it depends entirely § on which side you are . I remember in 
Uitenhage , two coloured youths were) killed , ( dragged from a car and 
killed and the media tried to play that.~~~~~s well . These guys were 
Muslims and througliiithe M~lim ~€ouncil > with whom the 
UDE has a reasonable working rel~tionship , the matter w~s addressed and 
I·~r~~~ th~nk that ~here is a_bitternessJibout that . I~'~~ lot more 
d1 · ~lt ~~the wh1te c ommun1ty) as su~h(to addresw tho~e-problems •. 

A YeS , thos e~'things Will be r emembered ,~hey w).ll probably be le2JM'MflYXPd 
w l used time and agai~against} the UDF against ~rogres sives in genyr~~~) 

but it is one of t~e things we w~uld have to take, you know . \ T~~~ 
will have to b~, I ro 8 n , mam~asualties , and it's no) only casualt ies 
in terms of lives . · sometimes )as a result of act~on (we suff) r politica 
casual ties as well . We don 't 0 ui t e have the sam~edia , or (control of 
the media as the Sitate ha~and tha t complicates ~ task , but that is 
something we will be ve to deal with in the course of Struggle •r 1vf 1/ 
e: It seems that Cape Town has some peculia r innin~d in its history -
~hat Jod~1?-) was established , the t other ones seem to be ~ established 
Do you think ~there'~l e a ever? 

A: In fac ere ' s been a/debated amongst the UDF whi committees. 
! think the debate has just been shelved temporarily • Bu lo~ see, 
Cape ~own is ; ess harshly X~~pt than other parts of the country even 
thoug~I meS¥ \there ·~~beentt"riousands of people moved under _eroup~reasP. 
and so on. ~We foup.~ast year 8a '* with ../ta !]illionf) milling? @ig-
natures s ampaign)r \we took a number of white democrats along with us 
into areas like Elsies River ~ where people accepted them. We al went 
along to Crossroads to collect signatures and even thomgh we had a 
language problem ,the UDF made the difference to the people there p · ~ 
I think that~work on ~he ground at that level isn't quite possible 
to the same extent ~yo kn /._t . ) d" 

' u ow ~he k1nd of non-racial work force th~t ~. tb 
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~~ Acont:~(we rely on her f isn•t quite possible to the same extent else­\~ where. 'So I can under~and the hesitance among the white democrats~ 
about orming a separate organisation in this country . Things just 

~ ~~n't as compartmentalised. I think it's ~ probably due to the 
~ predominance of numbers of coloureds in the Western Cape who don't have 
~ the same kind of cultur&l tradition and I mean somewhere along the 

~: line in most families you're going to ~ find white ancestry and 
\ ¥ bla ck ancestry and so on. So I think it does make a diference you knuw. 
~~But it'• peculiar to, not even the Western Cape , to the Peninsula. 

~ l : What ' s your position in the UDF? - /""""'\ 
A: ~Western Cape• Secretary , one of the secretaries and I'm also 
on the NEC at the moment. 
Q: Of the national · · l7hmm) .. what position or is it just on the 
National Executive Committee • • T: just on the National Exec . 
~: And is this a paying job working at UDF? 
A: For the Western Cape ja. 

Q: Can I ask what you get -paid? 
A: R450 a month. 

ENDS •••• tape two:075 . 


