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Interview with Trevor Manuel 289 . J‘" Q‘}
- 4 74
JF Just for the record, when were you born? and where? (i:?:///
bd: 2=

A %18t of January, 1956. In Kensington, Cape Town, it was at that

S - ; )
point, ah, called Windemere. It was essentially a dum area and in
about '62 Africans were moved from Windemere to Guguletu.

were

JF And what your parents views- what kind of..were they political

people? M{M

(%oth my parents were factory workers\ah, and(%hey'd essentially been

L

=

excluded frem an entire political process because the mass political
movements didn't actually reach Zoloured workeré}um,(%o the same

extent as African workers had been reached. On the other hand,orga-
nisations like the Non-European Unity Movement were fairly exclusive.
So one kind of grew up in an gnvironment which was largely apolitical.)
JF When you say they didn't reach you,was there never any talk of the

ANC or did they just feelwasjustonfftican morm?las it just a gquestion

that organisers just didn't get to them?
A Organisers just didn't get to people sufficiently in those days.

JF So did they have any views about the ANC when it was legal? Or

was it just not discussed?

) Cour ) ‘)
A It was just not discussed - I mean(éolitics was taboo in)thg(house, unhil

In fact um, there's much later, in(&bout|469,when my late father
joined the Labour Party because he then fstated talking abOut)um,
the need for change,and he saw the Labgur Party offering something
fut) um, (it didn't last for
very long, in fact he died in|969,) af well so.

VI
RN

to Zoloureds at that point in time.

=
JF <ﬁad you ever beard\of(;bout therP&ueci Peanple's Cohgress, ANC or q;sé%kb

=R

those alliances’ — m-ﬂhﬂ'

iy ; = pre- \ 7

¥

A (fIt wasn't until the early '70sjyou know,(after hearing about the
wih

Labour Farty, andya sense of afpolitical awareness emerging, that

tabllshed)um. '

[ Sla e e *-«'\',.'3.{‘_3“

'da red People's Congress,

cOPY ofegie Ercedom ohartgr in

Y
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Interview with fTrevor Manuel

JF What was his name?
A Tofi Badin.
JF Aha. And did you have any reaction to that in terms of when you

heard about it thinking this is strange to organise people along

Coloureds, whites, blacks or do you have 7 that its just not in

you, that you'd thought/about?

think my first regfhonse

-c organi

17 —— cef cecrecated and 2t people lead entirely
lives,' cultura nd. so on, [which do obtain and
entrenched by the \whole battery of theLegisL-ation actually
explained thAt in a way. There was conflict ft a later point)in

when(i came into contact with different views at high school, like

a more Unity Movemen§=approach)- um non racialism and so on. But > o

£
you know in the course of time those things were worked through. /h_f'

JF Ok, that's said a whole lot. I just wonder I guess I mean I didn't
tell you about further, did you grow up with any kind of feeling
of non racialism or did you grow up in a home where the bosses
were the whites, and exploitation and there was an anti white
feeling? How do you think you geew up? Also if you wouldn't mind
I'm asking about white and I don't mean to stereo type but I actually
didn't explore?éﬁ% so . called coloured, what does that annex mean
and what particularness of that background might mean vis a vis whites

: vis a vis non ragéialism?

JF!(Ca—V“ vCM $Fﬂk abou‘fw 022 2 nCiL "cjw“""‘f“f “coiaug,d"v;‘ A ?)
.7 4

g\'\/ﬁ A In the.. uhenn kinc

Um, I think

my

| g - you know, (Ve : 77.' .

- ——

-5 \jk W CS M Your Toawmily 5 badcy WS T
‘%~FT;'QJV JF Did you know specifically white fathers, were they closd
s Or was it just knowing that in the family way back there were

"~ ko2
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Interview with Trancey Nanus)d

-

JF whites, how was it? — o= ; T A i

o

g A o

find of/emphasis that's
have great-grandparentd who Adid immi-

«Ae~in one fase from Germany and in fhe other case from
Pcu-tugal.)>

always been, there.m v

JF—That's great grandparents (mm:) that were white. And the stories ‘

were they just this was a white guy, were the stories of them being
decent people or was there anything known about them or oh, we know
that our grandparent was from Fortugal?

A my in one particular caéérum,izpere wags quit€ a lot known about
my great—grand father;) .m,(ée had lived &t Stellenbosch ;ug)hecame
a tradition that @e'd establ_i.aued)with(a husinees)e.r:d this that and
the other(&n the communitx‘&gé acpdally followed through by his sons.
© there was a kind of link wikh thaf)ah, you knonrcmfn I grew up.}"/
JF And did you go through that phase wewhere..of that..re classifica-
tion ere there brothers and sisters or were they just more distant

people who trigd toe..

JF Did they succeed, did they get a re classified..:

(Some of. &hed)‘succeeded) ja.(.,’.,

JF And just 1

eft the whole commynity - gone to (yes) be Ahite. (Yes)
And how did you feel about at growing up, I mean,/with all this
emphasis and that kimd of Anferiority thing was t nother stage

when. you felt you might ke to try that:

Qw
a .;ft had never been on/in our family.) Ja, L
fathez‘s)and hiof sould
Bﬁq?+-
ingrained in himfhe fcoloured community) and fhere was nog ways he was
actually going to

460
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000 = TREVOR MANUEL: UDF, \9 lef
&
Q: Um... xx guestion indiscernable due to/crinkly tape.
QH . . T e % ~ y 01D "F’m- e
_ mmmm.w- -cl]!ﬂ z on
[J//‘g, . Sense """__-“* ose kind o] e periel 3 '-'H:nmmm----w 0T
R ( ‘blackness,” an emphasis on accepting wha¥ pe : B - 1954 he
1eed to utilise blackne u--mjmx,m-.-muuw- generalised consciousnes

actus y _.: 2 e O a 0 0 Se U d S5y :(ij)

Q: Where did you get that, when you've been here. You're moving kind ofh
Also,parenthetically, if there's g stories you can tell to
illustrates.. g bit dry. I mean,how /did that go...dld ou remaln

ap 11:103.1 or . goaﬁ\;ﬂm ’l"
A. €.l — 6] [ Of _E Aents a 17 ------ ‘ = WEaLs

then fthat 400 /had actually --!“‘-.lj,“f\u'_;!.--'H\_-.'l”‘#“;"" ] e Western Cape,.

anda 0 e‘bher i ‘aamll.‘-‘nu,l!--—-.mla—nl_-ub=!“ £ corncsciousness,. LT WoS g

high ‘Sseheol = -+ EHe me and _thesef thinss.. = - -u--r--ln'-uﬂu‘ﬁmrbil -
d @he School Fhat 1 ;r_g.-,mmm _was i.‘q-xq;..mmv

. T S{- 5 ] S alld O
‘unity movemeni{iype 3.4 R4 : yionary,)
out and oute..{J: from the outsef oty rog‘the outset. But there were
others who -bq;-ked at this a 19t more positively., ©Some of us had
attended meetings of SABSA,"South African Black, Schodars gssociation,
and tried to come to terms with)something like Black Consciousness, We
met @ lot of opposition gt the/school, but it ,
being able to look at BC,lin the context of
Q: So you're saying you're open to it. AlSo pgal ere¥s just
assumptions you makeﬂhat I don't think necessarily Q4o
When you talk about the unity/ movement traditions..I mean, without giving
me a whole history of the Unity Movemenﬂhhat ‘did that mean; what did
you know about it in the colpured communitye What did it sympolise,

what was their non-raciglism stansice, did they want what whites
wanted; was the whole blackf/white thlng, if §fu had a Unity Movement

orientation... Wit [the Unify Movewent,
i The UM as it was undergtood then and probablyg is no different now,
@Eeir on-racialism allowed them to work very very sellgtively with
w ites)n not with white organisations or anything like that, but with
whites who would be prepayed to completely assimilate 'bhem elves
. . polltlcally’ﬁﬁ on the spde of the peOple as it were. #&Reir

__-:': heir o
as ailwa been a po n......s_-.\-.sn:m. 1% .m..m::r m.um:m

SR Rroasy 3 ceeny a. . vels B =18 olitie

Was e Ll Cehlalk r"'"'_-:r‘:‘4"“!’.}!1!!![“4.."!’-0"1_-u [ hing that v --v-‘-mtm :
S oo =Y ars 1 ( y l'm~"'"--l a8 _oOre
4 1 : -, 3 . - = aSile
6 e ‘o ool red aschoo - +the Pes A 21 ‘- 3 d o

represent the remhnan . lunilcabke Liils Ehrough
in that w y, ' R AINERER)
Q: Do you remember any experiences where any of your teachers introduced

it to you for the first tige, or tried to interest you in it or can you
tell me hat,\four rea tlo&m,_d%ve an& time tJ;x at you were
involved or thopght it was a good 1deao ‘"‘""‘ & RO

At I¥actually gdus
‘ -"A,: .

A

s

i (5 i 3 . . 1 m mpact There
were other teachers [as well who were far more opexj,GOpen to whatever
for T

we d to 2 ;
EESAn A ents; )ay ey 1?15tan0e’_ Rpen to allow/\ development of
000/20 00630

VeToo, o

hf_g
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‘%‘ A cont: oo hereas our experience with the ﬂﬁ;ﬁga hers was that they

H tended to giyve the line and lay down the line, ratler than allow for

& development.

Q: And what did you hear about first? I mean, ft's kinda easier if I
@ can understand any kind of development if there /was a separation of it.
I mean with your father's time in the labour pgrty where you got all
invdlved there and I guess also I'm wondering ywhen non-racialism was
introduced as a concept. I donft know if I even asked. Sorry.

To take it from the very beginning, if you felt there wag non-racialism
\& in your home or tnere was,)or you had to 2that through something
AN}

outside

[\ &
T

lon-racialism was encountered outside (fJ:mmot in thehome) not in tlke
home no, (J:Your parents wouldn't'Winted o have seen you with whites®
They probably would have liked to See me with whites rather then Africans
o but it was never really an"® issup as such.in the home. In so far as 1t
4'L_affects the Labo r. Pax . B L3ND 'd as

() - =

f 'early stage hers
galn( % school t

the flrst klnd of

1 at was
experlence.
Q: How did that hit you? Did you thi
Tmpose this publlc body or did yo\( dink
dad's 1nvolved in a good party? = -

these guys were right to
why are the imposing if my

— -—_‘-"—h—-h .

e o ] *.74"

th 3 ng? ) theréz
e BT e izs ' S voeiferous about my labour

" party act1V1t1es in school byt stugk around with labour party youth)in
the 2 e., out ide of s

) Was it just sticking up for the

';: 'co ourea penpl Did it me@en that one day everyone would have a
vote or what did it mean? . -

icatpc he o1
eats fin the CRG)and so on,
ward bringing bou h

d not take u

2 f
= d that would be
one of the tactics used i

® o )

y ;3 ntagt S manyTof n,)1'd ee;F-tho
eonteet with earlier(who'd shown me a copy of the Freedom Charters We
(;mdrelated some of his earlier fexperiences in Congress gd/we related some
gnecdotes apout the meetingg that had been held etc gtc. So there was
that. iﬁh the other hand,)af I've indicatgd earlierjfwas coming into
contact with BC as it had Spread from UW 3in 1973. remember the walk—
out from campus d a fair}y big meetin attractlngLsB 7@ 000 people
that was ¥ called(in 1973.” Speakers ranged from Fatima Mé#r ?)(ﬁo
Gatsha Buthelezi,all whomq?d 51gnifled) bAlickness at that point in timme
On the other hana one wasac into contact with more kind of
principled and exclusivist Uﬁ?ﬁgproach. There weren't any organisations
existing as such and it wag extremely difficult trying fo find out
precisely where one coul&f&bvelo' any sort of way. oon after
leaving school in 1974, I joined up with the Young Christian Workers,
which is an international organisation of essentially Catholic workers.

That was a different kind of exposure,againy It was an opportunity to ~
=@l together with whites)possibly for the first time in that kind of way

dp * R TR




o

v
ks

. Tormally getting involved
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A
b Acont: égat didn't last too long either. I became%ﬁlg llusioned with

their inability to move in any kind, of directi nﬂeven thot fthey,
the role »f _and position of workerd)and S0 on there seemed to be a bit
f clarity. ) ,There was just a general inability take it anywhere.
(é om there,I moved onto, uh,.., ® in the area we(Zot involved in trying
to organlse a bus boycott in 1975 and set up a youth organisation in
the area.) And thenfge had some kind7of contact with activists from
other areas,becausethe attempt at Betting a bus boycott going-even tho
it was unsuccessfuﬂdfhad exposed yb to people from outside the area
and dominant activists at that pgint were BC. So for the jg pexr
I1'd kind of gone into & phase of/ Black ansc10u ness. wher g A

= ,ﬁ_’-;_._-_r:s:h -‘m .

B i oty s e ~3 1 of %hoseiwe 1‘:-1r G Simp] Ly “en
ere, 1nao dr1 ted back to the Unity Movement

: p081t10n and (that had resulted largely from the fact that there was som

attempt 2t an intellectua)l stimulus from the ongoing forums and

educational fellowships,¢tc ete, (monthly lectures at a couple of

different venues that opfned up a whole range of possibilities and

probably introduced in piy own development a more leftist content. So

there was the transitign from BC to the Unity Movement.)

Q:(Was the non-racialism an attraction to leave BC% or were you happy

with BC's racial starice?

A:(It wasn't actually an issue w1th the Unity Movement becausé)gh
lourxed

+ was,and probably still is today,xymn largely an orgamisation o

1ntellectuals. It wasn't ever considered to be » key issue as such

But there was a difference between the way they saw struggle and the

way BC approach its481lf,

L: And just because I'm interested in the non-racial black/white thin g
when you were first attracted to BC,/were you happy about thats

Did you “feel like you know 't be separate from whit and was
there a sense where you wen ugh an anti-white stage39

Az (bh ost definitely. ommenly whltes were referred to gs pigs and)you
know (persona non gratac) And we were very happy with that. (J: inBC?)
In BC,yes. ; P
Qs (Were you in) organlsat on)with BC? o Tpis©
Z:(Not formally.) We were..& was one of the hangers on to é%c without

Qs ~And gxxXxngxxntﬁfin leaving BC and getting interested in the UM,
did you in any way, say to yourself Whites aren't pigs, that's not the

way to’ln; see it or what md@d you from one to the other, I mean w :
was on race? s

Az dont't think it wa view\bn race that had moved me in as much as

The static approach of ‘en tholthe Weste Cape - was further to

the left than any other of the‘regions of BPC, (it was sfill not

answering the kind of questions m that we were grappling with, We were

reading elementary Marx and Lenin the d there were,; just so many

contradictions that couldn't be answered by BG) and I%ﬁ%gs a need %o

develop ind of broader understanding that had actually allowed me

to shlft my pesih

0: The contra 1ct10ns being turned up by the kind of reading youx were

d01ng, was race rather than class approcch ever a contradiction for you?

A} Not at that stage in my development.

U: Why was that? Was it just that Black is Beautiful waswﬁbmfortable

or it just seems that if you're reading Marx, the contradlctlo?s that

are being turned up, that would be one of the first contradic ns.\m4t¢
I thlnkggt that ;tage)you know that(the generalised V1e%fﬁ§§9¥h B

class ntradiction is the primary contradiction in South Afrﬁga

and therefore to enter into any kind of debate on race was considered
to be entirely superfluous.)then so I don't actually recall exex

b F § havinge../4...231
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Acont: having really grappled with those kinds of questions,.

&3 You were just an all-black organisation because that makes sense.
eah, And so moving on, what do you mean by exclusivist?

Qﬁw\ &:(ihe whole approach was decidedlyfgnte lectual approach. There was
q? a strong resistance to mass work as _such,&nd therefore access to those
' kinds of circles xm was so limited @nd,‘ecause politics were conducted
in those fairly tight circles.it was byEnéture separate from the masses
of people who had no deep love for working class participation, It
was, all up there at a very abstract level,)—fe f (3 A
5 e

Qz (Sc‘gy ¥ ‘move from BC to the Unity Movement was /2—¥ind of intellectual
$l3 step p%iﬁ your eyes, ) You thought well these guyS they know even

more cléarly about class or what?

A:C[t was essentially that, yes.) fOJM

dﬁ lT?? M"“\ :) .
Q3 So then where did you go. Were you(worklngj were yow “still
studying? ) (EEE* 44!

A:(TI was working on constryction sites.) And(i worked there for seven
years after leaving school d that had 'actually assisted in trying

. to come to terms with the class contradictions because I was in contact
with migrant workers,and there was a whole different experience opened
up to me.)wmxik™that esmespoint in time,

w3 And were you politically active in any organisation during those
seven years? What was that '75 to 82 or something like that?

A: No it was T4 to 81. ii.wasn't until 1979 that T ;ggnisation
r

arose)very very sharply. ior to thaﬂﬁ suppose (1L'd héen active in
+ various education fellowships and leg%yre circles pical)“éthékﬂﬁﬁzgaui
(rfTrotskyite movements the world over,wvery, very popular activity in

the Univy Movement herwz.) wee-

~.{d-u
Q: So you're saying you were a Unity Movement and (& Trotskyite?

A: I wouldn't really say that I was a Trotskyite then, but the Unity
Movement has been, is g Trotskyite group in fact and even now I cannot
say that I could see myself as a Trot then but just the whole style,
the intellectual debate, everything confined to that kind of lerel,
I mean was what my politiepl activities consisted of, {Im 1979, we
established the need for organisation, and started looking up

. community organisations as an option,/ It was then that I got involved,
well (firstly, we started a news letter in the community, as a means of
réaching people, and on the basis of thatmove\into an old re®®-payers
organisation in the area which,within a’very short space of time,we
transfoggg%ﬁégto a civic organisation. It was the Kensington rates

S

payﬁ;s at%gn
Qs ' asKkthe office details. But you got back into

the community organisations, decided that was something and statrted -
getting involved with civies, and then that, what was the newsletter{

lasttr” B )
A: Iéﬂﬁégmhalled Kent Facts. FCovered Kensington an Factingt;;iﬁ) S0

it was just called Kent Pacts. b M
ARG e Chach
)

Qs Andet led yo ually into BDF? Aoy ¢ AHA
A: Jasify /ﬂ g = ' itteeyi@nd from there
: acle entually QntTto) = St . comml ee {l rom

Into UDF. But also at the smme time, the”Freedom C érters,wh'ch were
kind of, dusty atgithat pgil i imgivere hauled out,) you know (reading aﬁD
S0 on,gaook at™ g 8 osipive identification with™he
(Fharte , you k??w P Fecidedfhis was) to be (the road,) and
this wasjto be (where we could act out our polities best.)_;,ﬂf'?.

€i: Do you remember your Ffeeling about the freedom Charter when the taxi

driver first showed it to you years before?.. el 5 0 328




.../q...328

W A'C[ remember Jyou kng : . about this, He received a
_i op¥ in the post andSbecay [ ious, rai : geyyand so on,
@ \pe™isposed a lot of things,es e : vhl PYyang A copy

T, MANUEL.

ul S S

,‘-;,“‘ sat :._ s . _“ ., ‘7.--.:._-_:- ;:""1.\ .”l " s - .
‘ ' X o) It was actually a very good exPerlence.

¢ So you dldn't thlnk, ach what are they talking about, whites and black
ogether. (Tﬁﬁ'n) OK so we'Ye still unclear am to what your feelings were
That was in 79...when he showed it to you? ...T: no, no, that was in
possibly arocund , 73 or thgreabouts. Ji§g and after that you got to be
the antl-whlte whites are pigs stage. Did you just sort of forget
50m charter or Just didn't have the relevance?

. popular dd : ';f*;sort of

o there were e -ose k1n-s ‘of factors - Just removed it from my
total experience for & hlle.)_y o p. 2z
L2 And then just tell me a bit about the non-racialism and your

ugderstanding of it, How did you go from the whites are pigs to the UDF?
. Apart from what you've traced chronologically, I mean just theoretically.

15(hhink $4WEE 8 Pairly ovgalic thing tHE had)taken, (built fover o
{Nf% Tong period of time.) I don't remember Zéy specific incidents %het

had assisted in that process, But even in 1980, axxgExXX (with
the hools boycott apd so on,one sa 5 comlng ou¥/ in some kind of
way.ahmater)ln 1980, (there were NUSAS publicgtions floating around, «/a
discussion of the Freedom Cherter)at NUSAS.&here was an attempt to
establish fhe Release Mande}a Committée,)and (NUSAS had been a35001ated
with that. So those kinds pf events had actually assisted 2

(: And that taxi dfiver, had he said anything about whites, you know when
you held up the F‘eedom Charter and it sfgd People and all that?

A: Some of the 1n01dents that he recalled, I mean, besides the CP night
Bchools and he seemed to recall parties at the houses of whites and so
on, but there wasn't much besides.

SIDE 2: 000

001s Q: Difficult to discern due to krinkly tape,

00f:A: T don't actually recall any of that.

Qs And so then you were ......found yourself being non-racial, Did you
gt challenged by other blacks and union peopke(?). Do you remember
% ople saying Ag how can you support non-racial@jm?

G-_@g&@\;bﬂv\wﬁ e mqa' aﬁm ol ees/6e..008
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A: Later, there were challenges, especially during 1981 299999
after the boycott period of 1980 the emergence of a whole range of
organlsatlons and , an overall kind of jumping for a politigal
dominance in the Western Cape. And in the course of that,4Fhese kinds
{Mﬁa of (grguments arose from time to timey/and(we were forced to sit down and
@ clarify our own approaches to the question,and“rgsolved to defend the
participation of whites in the struggle) and we(Pn fact)challenged and
(;eengaged all of the (other groups in debate on questions like these.)

Q: So _thls is asking aquite complex idea but
how would you answer simply what you see_whi esm

for instance on
--u‘.xanw--m_m-m-% L

0 that kind O WOI‘k is 1mPOI‘tBn g},‘wijw-u1

find that because o oF begause of
of reasons whltes)presently(are able to pick up a | Whols
T e ed s nto organisati

' far more genera 1V o "1 think that B
: problems ho QU

¥ A _____. eeK

‘)m

week 1n factfiLLUSH
eventuallyl ¢

MkaansiT there y ore a btake-over? ( So even though) i mean, (I think
hat those people TotMnever (be persuaded) ‘m—ﬁ-h—i.mcébout the immediate
topic that I went there to discuss with them, matly the boycott of the
All Blacks touy the t that they used the opportunity to raise the
king of a tlon they were grappling with is indicative of the faet
that) W& ﬂcé% rezk through there. Obviously, they are not going t
be a leadin force in the struggle. . But even if we can effectively ACS
their actlﬁ against the course of events in South Africa we w:Lll ﬁ
actually make great strlde m 0 answer the question Wk hat
; a

D o e o bhink there are 'bwe) SO LLE
] the Process is not mu*bually exclusive to y\is)a need to 5
move into those situations and generate democrat out of that, ﬁ
‘ he i belng able to utilise the broader white community and -

o ofR countef'\kattack on democrat and or those engaged
\ n Stmggle‘ a* "‘QMS e e e . 00 6
1 e sikinlies ? unnerav— {01

&anwﬁ"sxz‘ ?L;ﬁlq_s’ Sﬂr\—)(
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e only way whites i aré
ooooo : ’M

/.3

) : the military ggeo
grused against our people.)in the Eastern Cape and elseyhere
today. If I look at the fact that 7 000 conscriptees or 25% gg. o make
the call-up in January, I think that is particularly significant
without for one moment suggesting that all of those have been reaéhed
by organisations like the End Conscription Campaign for instance.
I think it™ is neverfheless significant and it shows that a number of
things are possible, (The fact that the ECC has been banned from all
white schools in the Cape P’govince is another (indication of the Muoft
o kind of fear that the g&g&g has of the ability of the democratic
movement to actually reach Aren at thelﬂighﬂﬁchool level., ) So I
think that the need to actually b:ﬁﬂg over and utilise ig a growing need.

Qs Trevoff%ﬁb really interested in your concern for thatﬁ%ecause my
interest in those people who've st out against the working class is
"What's the society of the future?"I mean the working class takes power
supposedly next year or whenever and then what do you do with the

whites? I mean what society are you going to have if these rugger buggers
are going to be running around as angry as they are? So you know yeu're
saying that your concern for them, OK let me just ask it in another’way-
I mean does your concern for t m‘derive from what? A way fxmm of .
breaking down the ruling clag: .of making a better South Africa
afterwards, Imean—is—there- personal self-interest in it -
X meam why all that effort, cos you don't have so much time, I mmn

why spend se—mweh timgcon.t -

®

Praih P

(]

h{: Firgtly.it would be
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Q: And what did you feel, you didn't complain about the tour,.um what
did you feel, were there any accomplishments in that trip to Stellenbosch?
Anything you achieved?

A: Two people who had contact with students there subsequently had pickﬂ(
up that things had gone very well and there are indications that thqqzxﬁ;
UDF will be invited back to Stellenbosch to address students again.—\e¥*
I also know of an incident where *)had addressed students
at the(RAU)Rands Afrikasnse Universiteit, and as a spinoff from that

a group of 30 UDF supporters had emerged on campus. Some of the work
that they had done initially were thingsk like translating UDF documents
into Afrikaans and so on, But again these are all indications that

there is a fair amount possible, It doesn't become a major activity fao
us but it isn't sgmethifﬁ can afford to ignore at this point in time

oo , d: yes.

o) ()

: ® Uo you speak Afrikaans at home?

:(Not in the hote, but in the community yes.) J’of {J_‘--w‘la’f/
es+/8e.138
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Q: And, this may be, i don't know if th%@ is .&Eing, %gyight have
The wrong idea, but one of the things White their effort

to forge a cultural, it's not a political%®™But a cultural fu#@%%, I

mean there was a time they'd been looking to Britain(?) or wherever,

and what should they be looking to and some of the people are trying

to like understand what a South African culture would be about, Do

you thinky F¥hat, I don't know if this is a stereotype,sm but do you
think that there is anything,w\any affinity you might have for that
effort and that struggle to find a cultural range-kind of language,

music ,books and7a11 that whites W \progressive whites, that colourdds
wigirt would have, I'm just thinking of when you talked about the kind

of trying to belWhites and whait often the lack of identity e coloured
community have been said to have.

A: I think that \lets say/my experience of sic in the coloured
community is , s a greater affinity amongst younger coloureds
to kind of American soul, Black American stuff, But there's also a
fairly large component that has a very strong attachment to Jazz and
a kind of Jazz that is essentially African, the jazz that has tended to
use a lot of brass the kind of stuff that Dollar BRandy Abdullah (Wu’LJ
Ibrahim pleyse Those kind of things adtually go down yery well, So -~
C} think )at that level(it would be possible to)find or(establish common
,_ﬂ// ground with Africans in so far as music is concerned,r*Zanguage is
‘ a much, much greater problem, I think it's going to be a problem
/ that we're going to sit with in South Africa for a very very long time.,
/ If one looks at Cape Town, for instance,the separation is so starks
[ Africans gpeskm B Xhosa;ﬁﬁoloureds speak English or more predominantly
\ rikaanse)so those are some of the problems that we are goinkhg to face.
Finding the lingua francdﬁ?% is going to be a major/major(task, I don%
know if we can use any single language or if we would have tpo find a
combination, depending on regional dynamics or whatever.-)But (those are
problems that we are going to have to grapple with. But at the moment
those thingsggﬁamgpmewhat secondary. In the UDF here in the Western
Cape, there's aemphasis on using translationk as far as\possible. The
two languages we use most are,in fact,Afrikaans and Xhosa, because the
coloured and African working class use those languages, It might have
to be an arrapgement like that. 1In Durban it might be English and Zulu

for instance d /you know(after th-t kind of arrangement, how exactly \&?

one piecesy nation is still going to be a major task.)- - %f

Q3 @o you speak ény Xhosal g._:(Very,very WP animated Xhosa that I}/
M{& d-up-in my. years on construction sites.) |

\s/ Totally directly to what I was saying. Do you RaBA%tify with whites ¢
I mean if I asked a white do they speak any Xhosa, they'd probdlblyiday
\ I picked up a little for this reason,

:f?/éz So I guess you answered my question® - you.didn't answer it maybe

A: I think that given the kinds of regions that do obtain in South Afrieca,
Tanguage, housing,group areas, etc , it's probably easier to identify
with whites under the present circumstances, but it's also a struggle

for us to identify more closely with blacksain this country.

.t How do you respond to, I mean ever since I came to Cape Town I've

been amazed at the criticism thatpecpe (™ different camps and just

the whole kind of eriticism of the UDF from the White.intellectuals &

that it's got the bourgeois or the petty bourgeois imdsimd and ofiad ~ i

cause problems in the future and all this which I think certainly

there is more than in PE or Johannesburg which is where I was before,

How do you feel about thatgfyh¢ﬂ©f)criticism? Bo you think that it's

useful, do you think that it's just typical, do you think ,g there are

sort of whites again, or do you say Ohwe get a lot of that from

Coloured intellectuals too. Is it something that is e white
—Lbhal says they're evem more revolutionary than you that they've got %o

sit over here on the sidelines and not get involved? vsaf9e e6218
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A. I think that/we
In the Western Cdpe,

g€t As mucd flak from ¥ie co wred inrellectuals
L"—"—:—"—- f ::-_—.—-—-—'_‘-—-—.J—

T he/f ade
¥nion fovemen ¢

struggles {l

e 2 =¥ 1 e s ey . trade un W 8

S0 Ofl. o0 ere's .ﬂ beenl” a )more recentdupsurg¢g worker participation
\ in the trade uniongs So thewe mie hardenéd attitudes that had exig 1-.e§jL
Q\there for instance(about cuestions like the role of non-workers in the

struggle and so on are actually shifting qulte con51derab1y. One

looks at the participations, of the tr g Pnions, in the stay-aways in tlke
Transvaalipn the 5 and 6 of@November”? year as gne ekXample of the wagy
in which the whole process is opening up. > bach ¢o p.[[ &

But as far ag he critic'aﬁifr the whites do you kind of have an
e of the i kind of% ectual you find aggravating?

think that 1nte11ectuals by and larg )dqp eople who've absorbed
Themselves in a gg gﬁ?%ﬁ&{h' e the world through a very particular
perspective, an é% ats the result of their whiteness .or

anything like that. t s probably more a manifestation of the allenation
| that they suffer from

‘ Q2 How do you feel about uh....would you ever have thought years ago
when you wess know all the debates on these things(?) discussed, not
any of the groups mentioned, all the different groups, that there®d be
& white group of progressives who'd be alive in the way they are?

-

really paying d1v1dends now,
. Q: When did you hear of the Congress of Democrats?

A: It was probebly in the very late T0s when I said earlier you know
we dusted the Freedom Charter and so on, It was within that period of
grappling that I heard about the Congress,

Q: Zimbsbwe's promoted thmis i ea of reconciliation by letting the whites
Tetain their pr1v11eges§%ome . How would you envision th
reconciliation in South Africa in the future after liberation{ How

much accomodation tg white privilege would be necessary in order to
maintain productlo I mean there®'s the theory end then there's the xE

ﬂ(l,ﬁ“f‘\reai thln ﬁw, I}&a}pened. 1:0 %%A% ;&4 %who%ﬁnthlng.

to . .we're into that be oF s 2 much longer line of
whites who don't have any other homelan ho feel themselves as South

g Africens and nothing elee., I would imagine that in all likliehood a
Vﬁ#* greater percentage would opt to remain in South Afrlcabln any event,
Ja,?#here s very little other place for them to go to. fMhere isn't

anything south of where we are. So I don't think that for those kinds

of reasons we do foresee a major kind qf exodus of whltes\from South
Africa. (‘The more complex question is ##hen}ts be a Situation Where, Il
re ites have built uy an incredibly strong mllltaryzg

The haven't...I think that since the_ job reservatio aws
ed géd so on a couple of gaps have prob%bly been crea% &

back ¢ r 14 ¥

10- - -ﬁ304




.../%...304 T MANUTL.
JLmW\ﬁf3 14 Liis Jromm bV

Aicont: and anywhere they haven't been created Xike in the mines for
instance the work there is largely done b latks, under supervision,
of whites, So you find a situation where&ﬁ ks don't have blasters
certificates for instance they in fact do th blasting themselves

So it isn't around industryifas much as it is (around the ability of
whites to become a tremendoﬁsly strong form for counter-revolutions:
and given those kinds of condijions,it's a lot more complex to come 3
up with any immediate answers $ - ‘d

/—-\/\ .
L: So you're saying you don't know whot iwxfmgxz wewkd-be in practice,. \

wo b Sleteie 505 e sesee.e.What we talked about non-racialism in practice
but in reality you may well find you can't just change people's ideas(?)
Suis na et oes saea o LBFE CogoigouIN

A: Yeah, I think that what I'm saying as well isg@ssuming _Lwe/wére
o go for one person one vote immediately there would be,¥ T mean,Pik
&w otha has said that, we will flght to the last drop of blood) Right., bacy
A i

#

ow fatr they can actually go, I'm not too sure. But I thlnk hat there »

15 a commitment there at les=s ct and sufficient mllltrry machinerey, and /3
the backing of the United Stateq and Amperialism neral because of
the strategic importance of, South Afriea,for them&%o e allowed to

. continue for a while. (:that is going 'l:o be a very Yery important
question. but whether we can tie ourselves dogwn to the same extent as
Mugabe has tied higself down)Eor 1nstance, I don't know and I don't
think it will be accomodated. )A;Joﬁyﬁ

Qs Would you say this before you had a view about liberals? Do you
Think you've chang at all? Do you think you have more tolerance?
or do you think th%%}e are different kinds of liberals or do you still
feel that they are not really able to contribute?, ,)'m thinking of whte
\I) e )I
i lip .r%d:-' . view o( wla fe [i Mfﬁwf@&m&wmm*ﬂ“{y ,M‘E: 43.)
_ -J'I&fhlnk I've ome a lot more tolerant, On the one hand a lot more
understanding of@how expedient liberals are So while there is a
tolerance (there is also an acute awareness of the exten} ® to which
liberals will try and manipwlate situations,) They are(go.. I_think
my feelings are decidedlymixed on that guestion

L% And do you ever think that the whlte,..;do you ever think that there's
a definite left where people say there're whites involved but ag they're

t going to get hammered the way we are, they don't get the chalns(9),
TMEERE R I TR, th t t 'th bl r',
ﬁ;g?h? 9%1 %g-ﬂw whites wlro:c? fwx MN—?MEJM . 1311 ﬂa&mﬁmmaﬁﬁg&& ﬁ Z‘
ha a ongdﬁ

But when people say 's very real. ~One looks at the situ

in the Western Cape, where we find that the‘ﬂecurlt%QPollce, the Actloh\d,j
Unit, all of those arms of State, even treat colouns far more cautiously
than what they treat Africans, They don't bash,us up, they pick us up

and try and act in a very, very humane way)andfit is very, very different
to what we experience elsewhere in the country{You also?%ind that, as a

E result of that, there's probably less militance)to go round(in .

| coloured communities, and I would imagine that)you cqnow (that is multiplied
‘ so much more in the whit€ community. ’ : : fo p i3

}w” U: Do you think that if you asked any peop in UDF"to name the kind of
5‘ heroes of the struggle there would be any white names?

1

I

! W k‘]gzior a long time our people sang songs about Denmis Goldherg is,

’ name has appeared on)a number of our banners and so on.)¥l recall the

| discussion aroupd the time that he =& had accepted the terms of his _

| release,) Denni®\ because Re, ed 1n Cape~ToWrWasS alSosKnown o
number of the older comradesww“m reactondy ms ”““%i‘?m EA.QMW

Qi 72979R% i e 'b& e

&' and there was actuglly‘p.verxlfeigbg course peopleware unhappy a Otu;gi
<

e fact that he had accepted when Wik Mendela had refused. But ther
wae also an understandin%}you know of the ....tape ends.

8 \% |
% . 15y i A
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fnﬁ"‘\‘kw J{Ils"“"or

Denkis Goldberg had accepted t is release, The

situation in Pretgria Central was entrrel /different from +the one on

Robben Island, and)even in(later,in e . 50 he had kind of

fallen from faﬁour. t/names like Br Flsche are names that(éreer&
111 regarded with hohour by everybody in the UD er contributiows

like Eli Wadmifemit Weinberg a?d names like that ara@ﬁhso names that are

; remembered in our struggle. (Eli Weinkerg, Ben Turé, Solly Sachs,) I've

K mentioned Brakm Flzgggg%.l bhink thatéﬂgny people still recall those

A cont: +there was an unders dlng of the congltlons under which
h

names, \Ray Alex course,\yes; elen Joseph is very p0pu1ap)in

the UDP @s well, 4,,, /51 Wﬂ,.«LFWWMM

Gt And it's Jjust that you re so interesting that I keep,...there's one
Thing that I think is a blooming problem, I'm just wondering what you
think of it, It has to do with what the media has done with thfge
white women (can't discern) I mean that one that was killed in the
Transvaal., She was (?) stoned by a (?) moﬁ y the little baby,
(.sfficult to discern) the one white child' against all the black
V1c%1ms. Do you think that that might be in any way counteracting
what's being built in terms of non%rmc1allsm, that that can help
. sow the seeds for a new kipd of racism or do you think that the peonle
will be ready to understand that and desl with it? I meanl certainly
the way it* S played in the Citizen and the SABC and stuff.,

A: When YOE,§§{ the people who're you talking sbout? W

Qe Well. ungn es aking it both sides dO you think that UDF
sipp8ttingFEBF8°GT1 T deal with it? -t;hen §7§ you whether

that could derail all your efforts to go to ngllenbosch and that

M g” Ao s PE bt ulites resfond when hon 2 Pysndies e icioms o ot 2

fact, you know, those kinds of things were mentioned at Siellen—
bosch y some people, somffgtudents who were there. think tha y you
know, (it depends entirely ® on which side you are. I ,emember in
Ultenhage, two coloured youths were)killed (dragged from a car and
killed and the media tried_to play that, s well. Tpese guys were
Muslims and through# the MuSlim B\ €ouncil, with whom the
UDF hq@ a reasonable worklng relationship, the matter w s addreqsed and
og thlnk that there is a bltterness bout that. I s , 1ot more
d1 1t the white communlty ap sugh(to addre@s tho§e problems..
h q, thos e ?1ngs will be remembered, they will probably be rEmemhappd
. wsed time and agalntagalnsﬂ the UDF; apalnqt rogressives in gen ra]:,)
but it is one of th@@e things we wduld have to take, you know, Tmex

will have to be), I mgan, BER (casualties, and it's n%j only casualtfés
in terms of lives oometlmes)as a' result of action(we suffer politicd
casualties as well. W, gon'y guite have the samemedia, or(gontrol of \/

the media as the SAtate hagand tHat complicates WK task,but that is
something we will have to deal wlth in the course qf Struggle;}afhfﬂ’

€: It seems that Cape Town has some peculiar 1nn1n%s in its history -
That Jodak(?-) was established, that other ones seem to be ® established
Do you think #s# there'll ever?

A: In fact there's been a/debated amongst the UDF whi committees.
T think the debate has gust been shelved temporarily . Bu¥[you see,
Cape Town is(iess harshly t than other parts of the country even
thoughl me nere? been tro sands of people moved under_group_gareas foh
and s0 on, We fo 3¥§a5t year Wi W8 with ff@ million})milling? Gig-
natuxeSgampalgn, e took a number of white democrats along with us

into areas like Elsies River ® where people accepted them. We dl went
along to Crossroads to collect signatures and even thomgh we had a |
language problem,the UDF made the difference to the people theree ' \V
I think thatgy work on the ground at that level isn't guite possible

to the same extent, 2

\ u know(the kind of non-racial work force that) \b
u et 000/1200-\6<2J
f




tn-/120-0062 To MANUEL.
)

- \
if& Acont: (we rely on herqj isn't quite possible to the same extent else-
\(K where.; 0 I can undersitand the hesitance among the white democrats =k
about-Torming a separate orgenisation in this country. Things just
arén't as compartmentalised, I think it's juss probably due to the
4<f’predom1nance of numbers of coloureds in the Western Cape who don't have
X the same kind of cultural tradition and I mean somewhere along the
X2\ 11ne in most families you're going to MR®® find white ancestry and
& 3 ack ancectry and so on. So I think it does make a diference you knaw,
But it'w peculiar to, not even the Western Cape, to the Peninsula,

L: What's your p051t10n in the UDF?
A: Tmxikw Western Capet Secretary, one of the secretaries and I'm also

on the NEC at the moment.
Q: Of the national .. Thmm)..what position or is it just on the
National Executive Committee.. T: just on the National Exec,

Q: And is this a paying job working at UDF?
: For the Western Cape ja,.

A
. Q¢ Can T ask what you get paid?
A: R450 a month.

ENDS....tape two:075,




