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A: I come from a place in the Transvaal called Klerkse
dorpe My femily's a sort of middle-class family, Ny
fother's an estate agent and they still live there
actually., Then when I finished schocl in Klerksdorp,

the Milner High School, I went to university in Johanes—
burg at WITS, and then came to wniversity here, which ¥s
in about 1970, =nd I've been here ever since then.

Cs And you come from?

L3 What year were you born?
A: 49,

L3 S0y dc you think, I meen 4id you say anything to yow

Tamily about having (%7 =008) kind of velues and wes there
a liberasl or conservetive cees

At Noya kind of libersl background. I mean, not terrily
so, but I mean liberal. I mesn you know, my parents
soday would be sort of PFP supporters snd I guess that's
probably in some sense what they would alwsys have been,
They 're cuite interested in politics and there was a
ackground, a fair amount of interest in the sort of
issues of the day's But I mean in all other respects,
they 're just ordinary South Africans middle class family
with servents and you know all that goes with that. Ad
$h-t's how my parents are today, but they are kihd of
liberal sort of people., Definitely, and they always have
been, and obviously are more =0 today, if you like,
than they have been partly because of the way in which
their children have gone and partly because of just
circumstonces in the country. They would probably be
more libersl now than they were twenty yerrs ago or whet-
ever,

L$ So, how would you explain or view your radicalisation?

A: I don't knows I think it's a feirly natural progress-
Ton fromy coming from that kind of family. T mesn more
liberal in what they would have allowed their children

to do than necessarily politlcally libersl themselves.
Hawéng beén foirly libersl in the sense of allowing us
to moVe in whatever direetion took our fancy and then
having got to a plece like WITS, that being a fairly
importent G‘pGCt of it and then having come to Cape Town
to UCT am well, that hoving been a very important aspect
of it es well. I think also I was never a very active
student politician. I don't really come out of that
background much at all, although I was kind of involved
veripherally. CI thlnﬁja lot of (it though wes intellect-—
ual influence that pushed me in this sort of direction.
Coming into contact with soecislist writings) and that type
of thing(in the course of my studies., Also a large mgfs-
ure of guilt,which I think to some extent propels a

) pumber of white South Africﬂns tha t get 1nv01ved in this

rightl one
i%ggsd?thlngtggerggggﬁgibilgﬂy ¥o ggiggrx of 51tua+ion...
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Acont: of @ituation in South Africa than s be

black intellectual would feel, or should feig.mag'm gﬂge

that's another thing thﬁt has propelled me and that to some extent
continues to propel me,) S¢ I think it's a combination

of like family circumstences, very heavily influenced,
initially at any rateyby the kind of intellectual input

that I got at University and that I came into contact

with at the University. It cerBainly wasn't the pre-

dominant influence at university but it wes an important
inflyence, For me it was the predominant influence, And
then(you know,being a vhite South African and having to

pay your duesy if you kike, for being a white South African,
that also I think is a really importent aspect of it.

And T think it was those things, A couple of people 4°f-;3
that I met here as well, that I came into contact with

as well,whoe were involved in the beginnings of this union,
Somebody like John Frankish, who was very active shudert
politicisn is still involved in the Union in a part-time
capacity. He wes a very important influence., Two other

people who are very sort of ¥onU1like Paula Ensedd, for Ensor
example, she was a very importent influence and they

were all people who were either banned or involved in

the Union at the tire, and who I was friendly with through
being involved at University with, and then got to be
interested in their work and then got to me@® people

like =<r> Halulu vho were working with them here and

those kinds of influences were very formative I think,

C: So it was white intellectuals and black intellectusals
at that stage?

A: Yech, and not a great many black intellectuals at
That stage either. I mean there certoinly were, I
mean Zora who I referred to is not an intelletual, I
mean in the sense that she's not a wniversity educated
type of person..l mean she's an organic intellectual
in every sénse of the word, but her background is sort
of politicel organisationy, if you like, rather thsn
formal intellectual traingng. MAnd those were very
important influences, initizslly people who I only Iknew
socially, and then storted to get involwved peripherally
with their work and started to be interested in their
work and it seemed to give expression to a lot of the
sort of reading that I was doing and the research work
that I was doing and that type of stufif. So I suppose
those were the most substontiel influences really. They
were very substantial personal influences from whites
end from blacks, but in the nature of things , just in
the nature of our sort of social context if you like,
maybe more from whites initially than from blacks,

(s Are you sort of saying that the blacks you met you
didn't meet in the townships?

didn't meet in the townships
A: No, no most definitely got. I mesn I sort of

met them most generally in the houses of my friends,
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feont: friends and occassionally at University thro.gh
ce type of comnections, yesh.

($ Wolidd your:t say ‘ before that you, like so many white
South Africans,didn't have contact with blecks at 211?

A: ¥WeghJ had, well I mean you know as 2 child I hed
contect with servants, that was all, We were always
brought up to treat well and the long standing ones to
treat as part of the family which I don't doubt I sort
of half believed for a large chunk of my school years,
But, no, I certainly hadn't met any bidcks who would
chailenge my views or who would really contribute hugely
to my views until I got to university. Then I did
start to meet people like that, but it's mostly through
the Union that I have, Always through other sort of
left wing whites really,

s In thet, I'm sort of interested in that guilt stage,
The way you would articulate it, cos I mean so many
. people speak of that, I think they 211 have different
understandings 4 I mean Sheena Duncan would spesk of it
in a different way to you probably or that kind of thing -
was that, that was part of trying to figure out what
your role as a white, was that tied in with it?
_ ' ~~f 3
At Yeah, I think that I a waJ; thought when I was in the
Tast years at school, and when I started at university,
I always expressed my opposition to South Afriea, which
was always there, it was always aquite deep, I mean even
at school. I remember often arguing with friends at
school about polities which I was always cuite interestd
in and(I would have seen the expression_of my abhorrence
of South Afriea as leaving South Africa,) I would have
left South Apriea and that's how(I entered university
with the notion thaet I was going to be at university
for three years, and for some reason or another I had
some idea that I wanted to go to LSE becsuse that seemé
| to bejreally Iind of (ribrant and)I think Fedigal place)
| $ @ in *68 and times like thate And then I mean(a large
|
|

portion of my years at WITS‘were4kind of (dedicated towsrds '~

leavimg South Africa, to see if I could get scholarship
to go to London University or somewhere in England which
a8 the kind of obvious connection for any South ricang)
And that's how I would have seen myself relating to
| outh Africa, relating to(my guilt about South Africs,
| that there was no way that a white coul‘ do anything
in South Africa but sustsin the system.,’ Whatever he
or she might have thought or might have done that's
what would have happenedes And there were very important
formative periods in that. I mean Sharpeville was a
very important thing. I just remember as g kid reading
s nbout it thep gnd thinking the seme thing thems, Mnd then
{ g.ﬁjustgdirect y(a lot of my life to getting out of South
~  Africa, not only because of political things,because I
felt South Africa wae a very kind of culturally under-
developed place, that the big wide world outside was
much more exciting , universities were better,)a whole
sort of array of life was better and\I guess the most
important thing about the whole array of life that
/#cemed to be better was that one could go and live in

& place like England and not feel guilty abott doing) >+ p.4
000/40 .IQS
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Acont: doing /211 these) kind ofSihings one wanted to do, _
T don't ®hink that I reslly would have seen myself as taking)
going to England and having taken(a very active part in
polities in Englend, necessarily, Politics seemed to me

to be divided betwsen what was South Africa and there-

fore unacceptable, and what wes out there and acceptable —

and that I wouldn't have to be reaslly heavily involved

ind) So I think that's how I would have origimally seen
my evolution vis a vis_South Africa developing as one

hich nrecéssitakkd " HSP T leave €208 Abncs 7

I don't Imow what reallychanged thot I mean coming

here and , you see, also(at WITS)T meen (I was in contact
with a whele lot of like student politicians,many of
whom were reslly up there, \very impressive characters

ome people,(but very inaccessible,) And, (but then €
coming here)and meeting through university a lot of (I ..ct)deteiy
people who were doing a lot of very serious work,
particularly in the Pnions. )= which, (there seemed to me
to be a preal distinction between Union work and student
polities/without putting down student politics in any

N

.ig,,i;,._ work )Waye It (seemed)kind of /more attractive andyit seemed

to hold out a grester possiblity for actuallestaying
in this country and doing something.\ I mean'I don's
think that I've ever stépped being driven by that very
basiec guilt thing, thoughe There's no question about
its) It's very odd doing this interview « i mean it's
& personalised interview, but anyway.

€t I know all those Is start slipping awsy as you get
more used to it, but it's useful for me to ask intelli-
igent cuestions. So why did you come to UCT?

At IT'm not really terribly sure. I started off at WITS
doing law, doing law end economics and then getting

more interested in economics as a kind of intellectual
excercise, And then UCT had a more interesting economies
department and I think it had & more liberal economies
department, It had sort of characters like Francis
Wilson, and that was a kind of important reason, Well
not Prancis personally, but there was a whole ethos
surrounding the UCT economics depargment which at that
time seemed a kind of leftie economics department, I
mean little did I know that that's the furthest one could
possibly be from the fruth, but there it was. That's
what sort of brought me to Cape Town. And I likéd Cape
Tovn for coming on holidays, that's an important part

of it as well,

€3 And did you come in yeur honours year?

A: Yes, I started doing honours here and then I did a

masters here, And then I started a PHD and that was
about the same time as I gstarted kind of part time work
in the Union, so I never carried on with that,

Q: Did you have a kind of disdein for NUSAS or did you
Just not see yourself involved in it or just interested
cos that's - .7 =« white body that for a lot of
people is i logical?

e /54,167
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A: I didn't have disdain for it. When I was st WITS I
used to get involved in things like protests and getting
arrested and going on marches and all thet kind of
thing. I personally found it very difficult to get into
the kind of e¢lubby vhing of NUSAS, You know it had a
social identification which I was never able to identify
with as wholly as, it's the some with the Union movement
actually, as I thought was necessary and I think it's
that. I think in the later years of my political develop-
ment I wemldheve considered myself, rightly or wrongly,
as I subsequently discovered, completely wrongly, to be
sort of to the left of NUSAS, But that, I don't know
what that was based on, but it was just based on reslly
immeture, sort of student type reading more then any-
thing else., Although I suprose there was a slice of
truth in it eertainly.

C: And then just getting involved in the Union through
your wages comm or how did you get into the Union?

A: T was 2 little bit in wages Comm, again not very

much. I used to do kind of research for wages comm,

and I was like a, by the time I got here I was sort of
an honours student and a masters student so I was this
kind of senior student and I used to do research for tleem
and odd papers for them and that type of involvement. It
was very little kind of licking stemps and envelopes fin~
dwotved in it, I meen that has been much more in the
union thet I've been involved in theat very nitty gritty
menial kind of way, But I was involved in Wages Comm,
certainly here, but not at WITS, I'm not swre there

even was a Wages Comm while I was at WITS,

L2 And along the way had you decided not to go to the UK?
or what haprened? I mesn I'm just interested in how you
found this emphasis on the Unions and solved that, where
you didn't see a place for yourself as a vhite South Afriesn?

A: Yech, I mede then, you know from the time that I was
Rere, I my ¥ery well then, I ean't really recall, have
8till decided that the place that I wanted to be for a
whole lot of very personal/political reasons, but I mec
to be out of the country. From meeting people like J
and & number of others, I could no longer hold to thy ea
\that there was no place for whites in South Africal

very ssoon dropped that belief) becsuse at there
were)people and there still are people, Whites here who w*<)
are [doing act%ive, valuable work-and after all it is our
counttry., I'm not saying that the kind of work that

they*re doing could only be done by whites,h+1 think the
symbolic sigmpficance of whites doing it is quite import—
ant.) But it is my country and(it was gratifying to finl

that I could be here and could do something,) All those
contradictory feelings that I felt at the agé of eleven

are still there, but you know nevertheless I'm satisfied
that I would never say it to a white South African, you
know never think about a white South African, I mean

whet are you doing in South Africa? (I get very, very
irriteted when the inswnuations are made when I'm over—

' 'seas, for example)>Although I understand why people

foel that way, because obviously I slso felt exactly

muantt wey for a hell of a long time. It doesn't stop

‘YLV P & 000/6.-o219
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Aconts It doesn't stop me from being very aggravated by
people who say that, people who I think shoudl know better.

(s Kind of impressing people to not just talk theoretic-
ally. Could you tell me a story of that? Do you have
{?-223) Can you reeall any incidents where that wes sgi 4%

v 55
A: I mesn, there're meny incidences ](mean, the incidences
2ll of which are varied.. You know (Il remember on hofEde
hdiday in the Unite Stuteé, soon after I finished my honours
a long time ago,?%etting involved with a guy in a bar)
some black guy, who I started off having a very, a mucice
ian actually,which is snother one of my sort of deep
kind of interests,(a black musician and talking with him
end dripking with him and then asking him if he lmew of)
7 I think(Dollar Breond,)in fact,(and him then suddenly
(L) discovering I was a South African and getting very, very
heavy and me getting very, very heavy with him ,) Now,
that is one incident. Now in places like the Urited King=
. m I've come into contact with that lots in the Union,
I think it®*s 2 fair question to ask gbout the Uniong)lske
what is a white doing in) the sort offsenior offieial
staff position)if you 1like?(of a black union? I think
it's a fair enough questions) But, it's very difficult
for me to ecapture it. It's not so much the intelligent
cuestions, like that one is an intelligent question
~that has to be foced and has be enswered if indeed it
6pmﬁ?nﬂ*ir”ngn be answered. It's rather{ithe notion that by being
herefthe sutomatic assumption thgt by being here, I am
ppart of apartheid South Africs,) I don't f£ind that .
valid. I mean(peybe I'm just being defensive, but T)
think that when I come to think of it I(don't find it
velid,) I ean't reslly think, meybe as I think along
I'1ll be able to specify a bit more, but I can't at the
moment,

L3 OKs I guess, I still would like you to articulate
Tt, I think you've talked around it, or I didn't ask

. properly to get the answer, How you becemiocedirtable

: comfortable with the choice of working with the unions?

as being your emphasis, I mean how you came to decide
you didn't have to go to Britain, Did you just see
csome whites and think well, they're doing a good thing
and that's what they're doing and I could do that?
Was it a logical extension of your intellectual beliefs?

A: It was aflogical extension of my intellectual beliefs.
mean you know heving all, I think most white lefties
moe from a2 postion in South Africa where they're ...
interruptionss s« (I Shink that the(kind of typieal develo
ment of a white South Afri Eur)ﬁ&r within the sort of lef
' of the government type of (paradigm-is to be a sort of
liberal and then say that there's no place for a white
, opposition in South Africa and therefore the place to
| express your abhorrence about South Africa is to go to
| England, and express it there, If jyou move beyond that
) point, if .you only move to some Marxist-Soeislist postion,
eand when you're a fairly naive sort of student, then thk
1 /vhole guestion of race disappears into the background;
things are only about classy Race is just some sort °#L7?cvwi1'k
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gets grafted onto the thing,)so no racial thing is of

oo /Taa278 }waf 4 D. LEWIS,

Acont: just some sort of irrelev nt superstructure that

signifieence and for a very short time I don't doubt

that I was part of thet paredigm as well, and that

would have changed my viewaboul whether I was going to

leave the country or not, And(I guess when 1 was in-

volved in that type of thinking then I started to get
inveolved with other whites who were here and didn't

express things as crudely as that, thbughtteb were
soeialists, but were 1nvolve in very basic, low ™ 0
rofile), if not underground work th?f impressed me, f

~ because that was the direc

(appesling¥ It was very intellectually appealing,

d also it was wit worker? whiech \impressed me also
on in which my intellectual

input was carrying me, towards a sort of interest in the
working class and their power and their position a
their deprivation and) all those type of things and(that's
when I guess I changed my mind, It was a combination

of a changed perception of what South Africa is, a notion

that not even all blidekBs are necesssrily on the left
gide of the fence snd s notion that there were some
whites doing some el dpad VBR ¥ was) really

assuaged a lot of guilts) Yesh, I guess I can't really
I don't know if I was ever more self-conscious abodt. it
then that (gnd then I got involved in the Union and

Just specially liked it so much,%énjoyed it personally
so much and it wae so fulfilling and there were so few
of us with so few resources that any thought of leaving
South Africa then kind of dropped away;> You knowy, I'm
now at the stage when I could comfortably leave South
Africa for six months or nine months or something if

it wasy if it fitted in with what the Union was doing
or whatevery, you know and I think there's wvalue in it
and I'm really interested in some - developments
overseas vis a vis South Africa, But I would not now
very easily consider leaving South Afries and I don't
feel that I have to leave South Africa at all,

Q: Can you just tell me a bit about, concretely, what's
%.I think some of the people who aren't in the unions
it's & bit alien as to what you're actually doing with
the black people, the workers, the management, Yeah,

I meen what did you first get into - DL: Now? - No,
just even chronologically, what did you first do that
you found so fulfilling? I mesn I would asctually like
to take it up to what you do now.

Az ell,(the first)kind of reslly, what I considered t
Pelactive grass roots‘polit%cal work I got involved i

was literacy work, actually I didn't do much of it, bg

that was very enlfjpyeble, (It was)salso very instructive A%;.hfzé?
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Acont: instructive for an ingellectusl to see how long
akes to develop anythira“) I mean a literacy class
of six people can tske you !O&ears to develope It
was wvery good training for that resson, (A lot of my
impatiencefiwas blunted by that kind of experience)and
Lthrough the literacy stuff)and through my honQurs course
d everything like that, (I got friendly with)a lot of
(ggople W g were involved with what was then pretty much
an advice /bureau with a whole lot of other motives and

everything like that, but I mean nevertheless was an
advice fflce for black workers And then in 1976, a
lot of those people were bamm ,3’Tho“e eople who

were involved in the liters
the time,imnd¥people who
And I knew then, and I

¥ project 7that was Jiere at
ere involved in #ghe PUniong
ew many of the black organisers
in the Union at the ti , there were very few of them,
but I knew_them also. I started to get drawn in on/
Q;a kind of (voluntary ba51s to help people snd that's ho
I started here, (And when we started hereg it was jus
like(one little office and we had a couple of factories,
we used to have the advice section, which we still have
%0 this dsy, which is a very much expanded thing, snd
we used to also orgsnise committees in factories, (Zora/Mehlmskhe o]
was really the orgeniser and Tused to do training and
education work and write lettérs and all sorts of things
like thate And the Union has just developed from that
I mean, our Union, it's kind of developed from that, it's
kind of 2lso remained like that, It remesins still quit
a rudimentary affair with a lot of close personal inter-
action between the people who work in the organisation
and between the staff of the organisation and the
members of the orgenisations There's a lot of that,
it's a slow growing organisation for that resson as
well, I mean now and in latter years my work has been
far more, my personal work has been far more sort of high
profile which at times I've personally enjoyed, at times
I've not enjoyed. I'm not enjoying that aspect of it at
the moment. And 2 lot of intellectual stuff as well
that centres around dealing with the bossesy, which is
becoming 8 very sophisticated affsir. I think we in
the unions have allowed it to become far too sophistic-
ated an affair. In political developments desling with
other political orgsnisations thaet too his betomily
guite & sophisticated business with a lot of intellectuwml
input there. (I've always held a lot of store byintellect-
ual work, by produu1ng articles, by publication ‘of the
Anjon's views, my ovn views, I do a lot of that sort
of stuff as well. I sometimes get a little scared by
the eonseguences and the reaction to that kind of stuff
mt I still do a lot of that), aio that's the kind of
work that I do.) But them a hell of & lot of my time is
taken up in very basic organisdingon work - a lot of time
spent in the hospitals and the townships, That I do a
lot of still., I used- 40 do a lot more of it in the past
and I kind of regret that I don't do enough of it. Sorry,

am I speaking for too long? 5? 16 wid-prpe

Q: No., OK, I've got the sequence a b;ﬁ oute Those folks
vﬂ"ére banned’ in %76 that you worked...side ends
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Beginss Cl7:

A: Been involved a little bit, bafore '76, in this kinl
of student stuff I was telling you about, the Wages
Comm stuff I was telling you about, the literacy stuif
I was telling you abouts I was invo¥ved &n little bit
vi th thote, But I got very much more heavily involved
after that. I also expecied when T came to work in
the mion, and I think eo did everybody else whik had
been bamned at the timegthat I would probably be banned
very shortly afterwards. T never empected when I came
into the Union %o be working in the Union ten yesrs
latere I reslly didn'$. I simagined that I too would
be banned within a Fear or something of getting involv-
ed in the Union and 1 never have been.

L3 Why do you think that might be?
A: Umy, I think that a lot of circugistances changed, I
Think that for one thing it came to be realised by

the State that it's not actually such an effective
mesns of killing any orgenisation. It obviously hae
dramatic effects on the ability of inaividuals to be
involved in organisations but it doesn't really kill
an orgenisation. Trade Unions grew wvery, very ouickly
in that period "7,'78,79s 2 lot of international
support for us and that type of thing, so thef¥d ‘
orders were no longer seen as being terribly effective,
So you kmow that just dropped out and not maeny people
were, not many trode unionists have been bamned after
that period. A lot have been jailed for different
reasons =amd for varying permiods snd that but you know
I think it was mcre a change in the State's approach
to banning orders, a change in the State's approach to
Trade Unions, that sort of thing, gt dictated the
likes of me would not be banned,

Lﬁﬂhiﬂﬂ

Q: You said, I'm just going to catch up with a few
Tuestions I never asked, tonight abott (?=038). You
had one point where you said admired these people
doing low profile but not underground., What do you -
mean by underground? The kind of manyama, those :
things, where they had to do it...

A: No I mean = oot Know veny weil; , they may heve been
Joing underground work and they mzy heve been pert of
underground orgenisstions, I don't knows But what

they were doing at my stege of development, I felt

I could do and that was gratifying. That was all

I mesn sbout it. It wasn'te... you know they weren't
meking bombs and kind of things like that. I meen,
you know I'm not putting down thet sort of work,

but vhssas

(3 I thought you meent that those ... you might have
Tesnt those people, you know like when he was showing
@péf 211 this old issues off last night and you know
we discussed - do you mean thet in thet was low key
and they had not to be too high profile about it?

o.-/10‘0048.




os+/100..048 Wf.? D. LEWIS,

A: No, what I mean, is that it didn't invplve. I meartt
2% in a far more personal sense, It difin't involve
standing on a stage and meking big speeches and everything
— \like that', It meant just doing — I meant\low profile
\%? a sense that perfonally low profile, 1 esnt some-—

<i;_ ow it had the impact of bedng real work, (Until that ;
= time 21l I knew about political leadership =nd politieald
~, Work were people who stood on stages and got interview-
(i:)ed and 511 that kind of tring, and this work seemed more
attractive to me becaure I didr't think that I was real
/made for that kind of high profile work, HNot that I
/| abhorred the iden of being & politiesl supcrstar, but
| just, becousey, just didn't see t?at I was capable of

that/ or that it was ny thing @n thet (this seemed
—nicer, more bhasic work.)\%?at's all,

ach oo
O: And thet, I'm just 1nterested in thet steps I mean
Tt's a very simplistic kind of apprgoeh, but I'm inter-
ested in how when you said you didn't have much contact
with blacks and you stidfhow any white would have thet
. experience especially being in an intellectuel environe
nent, The stqgeq of getting involved end going to the
N fownships, I'm just trying Lo picture it, People

%%fﬂﬂ giving out leaflets at bus stops when before

widbeen writing economie history papers;) T mean(wae that
a big step? How did you feel in those first cont=ets
with blacks?) Are there any kind of anecdotal thinph
VJQJ» you could tell me that would..jugt interested in what
it was like then, I mesn ,..

A: Wo, T don't really es.yeh it was very importent, it
Vias very personally impeortant to come into contesct
wlth,blaob workers especially migrant &orkerk,)and I
mern(ine ;x{ '+ tlme I saw how a migrant worker lived
was jin 1976/ or something, \I think it's something
that) is s%ill denied in(a lot of left-wing whites just
don't know.that. But(lhere's a world of difference
between the townships smd the hostels, ZThee® reslly /)
is. I was very impressed by,the pelitical perce tion21d

. of contract workers, by the(political backgro of

' contraet workers bg ?he ekteﬂt of politics (fhat
\ exigted among 6n't reslly remember the

profundity of (those early dqy‘>flthough they(were very,
very profound,) They, haven't actuslly gessed to be,I
must say that. But(it was)very, wvery profound to come
into contact with o0ld peovlie, really deeply intelligent
people WAS)also seemed to come from a family background
that was so much more substantizsl than my ome. In
nany weys older wovkeges)amongst the are treated
with much more respect than older people =rg in middle
ciass homes,and with good rezson. )for thot, \They actually
deserve to be treasted with more respect. They have dome
more with their lives, somehow, LithOjg%:fmanticisingit,

| <§hey've had horxrrible leeq} but mos=tly They 've done
| o o1l oo /1148
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M_Acont:they've done more,with it,(%hey have & lot more
/f wisdom and a lot more knowledge about how to treat
) other people, how to fight their wsay through the world,)
{;)and those were very profound daeys. It's interesting
now that I've talked =bout it, it would be interest-—
ing to write up some of that stuff, the little that I
can remember of it, But/it was very interesting and
: important, It was also cuite scary. I felt very much
3 like a fish out of water and T still do sometimes. Tt
(\ ves also sometimes scory to see the inordinate respect
one was trected with by black workers just for having
involved cneself apfd their side it were, And thatt®

= _how I remember those early periods really. ‘—“—-———————§9*ﬁap‘/2

~ fieyr ) ‘
’Ct: What about e profundity ef)experience of(@nderstandﬂy worlers
Pl ~—what hostel 1i s

e as Thketnithl #hes contrediction of iyed/
Jou Emturn to your white suburban hous%ﬁr,ﬂbw did you
£ handle)snd feel about(?hﬂtggr .

. A: I never felt sort of strongly about...I mean there
are times when I've felt strongly about that, I mean,
I felt there was nothing I could do about that, I
mean i¥'s not as though I returned to a Mercedes Benz
and a great sort of lifesty¥e that involved me hemiipy
in the exploitetion of other people, I felt the kind
of style of life I was leading was the £ 1ife
which most people shoul be entitled to:/be leading -
- Cyou know, with)kind of (carpets and bathrooms end
[ f} that kind of thing. I never felt a great desl of ,guil
about that and I 4till don't, Alsoy,) I think that{one T8
of the things sbou$ our union is that) we slweys, heW23Jcs°
teff in the Ynion,) their sort of wages,(ﬁlVlll‘
(been set by the/sort of @verzge wage of, the members
of the Union, That has obviously hsad a)sort of (cone
straining effect on our lifestyle, even of the whitesg
although I have friends who will mske sort of leewsy
for me, who will teke me to restaurants now and agein
. 80 I'm not as constrained and I'm also a single person
s0 I'm not as constrained in my finsncial needs as scy
many of our members are, But you know, nevertheless,
it scts as a constraint on one's lifestyle, but I've
never really felt guilty about ite I mean today, I
don't particularly either, I don't know how that
sounds but that's how I feel,

A'—L,G_

D

Cs Did you feel any, you know there was thot inordine
Tte respect that you ealled it and did you feel any
need to have blacks vindicated or did you see, I mean
there was the respect thing you were seeing as not
quite the way it should be or did you ever feel thet
there were th2 beginnings of an assertion from blacks
to vindicate your role, or did you feel challenged or
hassled? Did you look for blaecke to vindicate what you

were doing?
g soud 1240128
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A: Yeph, there must have bheen a very powerful element of
1wt in ite I mean, for sure I did, Obviously. Withe
out t ication it would ¥ & been auite
ifficult personslly to carry on at times, { Bute with
that inordinnte respect Bt the same time there was also
very quickly a sense thet T kind of didn't know every-
thing and there were msny black workeprs who thoklit me
that and (Feught me that wvery ouickly,’ There were also
people like Zora who told me that and taught me that
ery, very cuickly indeed, But I had a lot to learn.
Even in an intellectusl sense T had a lot to learn But
ike the way, the little things that op ressed bheople
I kmew all about systems)of exploitation(and theories
of exploifationy~'I didn't know terribly much about
the daily/lives of people or the daily(working lives
of people, when I came into the Ynion.at all. I mesn
I didn't know about workmen's compensation and asccie
dents and pass laws and everything like that. They
ere all very wvague theoretical concepts to me, so thet,
ﬁgo at the ssme time as I came into a situation where
cukte a few people felt That T was going to be able to
do something for them, that was a very gretifying and

4§t the seme time very seary and also very quickly (T teund
ha

1e§rntd hat dintil T started ¢ learn something
rom them)that U was in faei not going to be sble Ho
do veryimitelh much for them)aa it were, snywny. LSo,
it was a kind of dual thingi, At the same time it

wes a gratifying vindication@Vit was also ouite a _S)éd A :
sobering leveller,) in a wey, working in the Union, and -~ a4
knowing that with all my kind of education and training

howe i tia cRiesele wastti®t [ did know. I mean, Elkhéw

that Yoo sounds like a very egocentric thing to say,

it's the kind of thing that everybody who knows a lot

says, but it was a very immediate sense, there vas a

very immediate sense of thet,

0t 0K, Viellg whet, how did the membership figures arise}
'm spen ing too much time with this, becasuse there's

s0 meny cuestions I ted foos) gk b, specifically

about none-racialism snd how you see it, DBut, just &n e

brief pwipt, could you let me know how it went from

an advice bureau to a2 Union?

A: Yeah, I mean, from kind of *76 to '79, and say 80,

Tt was & very grinding proc ss, Pactories gnined and
factories lost and ups and downg and roundabouts and it
really sort of took off in about *79, We were also

then involved in a cataclysmic strike, for us, in 1980,
or'8l, I can't even remember the date anyuore. T

think it was/*80 or '8l, a sirike of meat workers,

where the Union Wwas wvery nearly devastated in fact, N
Then the laws changed and the Wich@dan Commission, w/:=hahi
and then other Unions started growing and then we

really took off, and we started organising in other
centres as well, And started to be treated with a

little more respect and care by bosses, and all sorts

of things like that and got very heavily invelved in

oo /130 sdT5




0++/134.175 D.LEWIS.

Acont: involved in the dockers, I mean that was Zora's
worke Very long painstaking grinding work it was, From
the moment that we got the docks in Cape Town the Union
really took off, When I say, reslly took off, ja I
meen it took off, it's still taking off, still taking
off very slowly, but it took off, And it became part

of a communityy,ofi community of Bnions, Up until then
JUnions had been very isolated, regional affairs, with
us always in a wifrd posiition, somewhere on the left.

I mean that's an interesting story in itself, but not
for nowe Dut, we sort of became part of a community

of Unions, our worker leadership was becoming Very,

very much more sophistiecnted d very, very much more
pdliticised, Control of the,gﬁion was genuinely coming
into the hands of the workers, That was a very, very
exciting period. And it's eontinued to some extent,
I%'s had @, there's been some ups and downs in that
partly because the Wnion work has become inordinately
sopialsticated which is a theme that T know I feturn

to quite often but it does acecentuate the roie of

intellectuals very, very éemowmwduslyly. |

Q: VWhat accentuates the role?

A: The sophistication of Union work, the sophistication
of negotistions. I mean, we negotiate agreements that
are as complémated as the agreements that are negotiat~
ed anywhere else in the world. And that places a lot
of the responsibility on the shoulders of the intell-
ectuals. I% can also potentislly place a lot of
leadership in the hands of intelilectuals, not only
whites but blacks as well, So you know whilst I

think that continually the curve in the Union between
sort of offiecisl leadership, steff leadership, intell-
ectual lesdership, it tends to move towards worker
ieadership and the the big baketoff fram thetr pEint-wes
in like 1979% It's also had its downward phases,
partly becazuse of the ineressingly sophisticated nature
of our dealings with the bosses which had moved a
little bit into that sort of phase, I'm not sure
exactly where I was going to with this, but that's

how the Union took off, To now, we're based in four

or five different centres and have officials in these
centresz and executive eommittees and about sort of

12 000 members and whatever,

€3 0K, It started out as the What advice office?

As It used to be ealled The Western Province Vorkers
Advice Bureai,

C: And then the Western Province General Workers Unicn
and now just GWUL? - DL: Yeah,—CK. There's lots of
other things I'd like to ask, but because of tire

it's not really my (7217)s So let me just get right i
and continue, That meat strike of 1980, there was a
relationship with the community, I can remember being

in Cape Town and not knowing wvery much gbout the stickers
and collections and this kind of thing. No®, what about
' vour role as a white in the Uhion versus People's roles
*ho are white in community groups® Would you say that

on sl e « «226
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~cont: Would you seay thet it was important that the
community groups supported that boycott?

A: Oh, yes.0, it couldn't have bheen done without them.

L% Now how dces that fit in with your feeling about
community groups now, and how does thet fit in with
your feeling if somecne were %o come and say, I'm
white Y've just gone through whet you've gone thrcugn
maybe ten years later, I was thinking of leaving,

now I want to get invelved here, I went to go ond work
with some civie or do grass rooks or do some kind of
work but not wiih the Union."™ Would you say, thet's
not a place for whites?

A: It bYegs the wuestion of what tyou think my views
about the community grouns arel

Lt Yeah, I'm just wondering whéhin the context of whits,

A: T %aink, Wo, I think not at =211, 6 think that you
Ehowﬁin much the seme way as I cen be'genersl secretary
of the Generzl Workers Union, I can't be Chairman of

the Shop Stewards committee, at South African Stevedores
because T don't work there,\ And there are particular
places in the Union that /sré confined to perticular
people onlye \I think it's difficvlt for somecne

who lives in ‘Observatory 4o be on the Executive of the
Manmenburg Residents Association, bhecause they don't
live in NManmenburg, Unquestionably. I don't think
there's anything contradictory or anything wrong with
white intelleectuals going to work for Crass Roots or

#a community advice officessor whatever the case might
be, The structure of those commnity orgenisations as
sueh, But they generally tend not to employ staff, They
generally tend not to have, yeah they tend to be drawn
from the community in which they are, That‘s very difif-
erent from the Union, Unions aren't community orgmnisaw
-ti"v-"'o

Os All right, I'm -« that wes a stupid way to ask it.
Tt'e just that I don't ¥now if I went Lo just get

into a debate about that because thot's been debated
before I'm trying to keep it in context mayhe wvery
unsuccessfully, You lmow, it's just the whole chall-
enge of whites in the Unicna snd whether a a whites
snould just be sitting in their white area and get
involved in the wvarious groups that have sprung up in
dohanneshurg and other places and area commititees here
and that kind of thing, I mean would you get involved
in the arer. committee where you 1live? or can you say
you're too busy and I'm sure you are, But I mean do
you think thet is not the place for whitea?

At No, I think it's a good place.for whites, I don't
Think it's the only place. I mean the truth is I
n-ve been a little busy to get involved in my ares
committee for example, the UDFy Where I've been able
to I have been, You Xmow I thirk it's cuite waluable,

® - l/]»5...270
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Aconts: T don't know that $here's all that much percent-

_ Bageé in orgsnisisng whites I think thet there's s little
oit of potential and there's s little bit of potential
for taking up issues in white areas, X think that

there's = lot of #muortance in -ﬁlnih!ntng close
reldions with like~minded whitez =znd ifethesbewiywe§ of

doing that is whthugh UDF arca memkimgpes that's great.
I do think it*s a valuable excereise.(?I don't think
there's much percentzge in expending a hell of a lot of
energy in trying to chenge the perception of the white
citizens of South Africa, not becavze T'm cyniecal of
them but Just because I don't think their attitudes are
really going to detexmine what haprens in South Africa.)~4?dﬁf‘/é
or what doesn't hapven in South Africa. So, T just ,
don't think,(in input/output snszlysis terms, I don'%
hink the output warrants the input)that much, But
certainly I would say the University context, white
leftiegdevelop ocut of a whole lot of other contexts
white progressives develop I think that there's much
point in having some sort of a rename(?) in which

. they can lose some of the isolstion whiech they, which
we experience, The UDF, for example here, there isn't
s white organisation of the UDPF here and I think thatt®
had a2 beneficial effect on the UDF because it's meant
that the UDF, somehow here there's a lot of interaction
between white members of the UDF and coloured members
of the UDI' and African members of the UDF and that's
another step that's very very important, For example
denied to me in the earlier stages of my develomment
when there was very little contact with blackfintell-
ectuals, Today and maybe especially in a place liike
Cape Town and maybe in Durbsn to some extent there's a
lot of interaction between white and black, pelFtyne
bourgebis , Lforcthecsake of a better word, and I think
that®s very, very important maybe more important amonget
the whites than the blackse But I think it's very impe
ortante.

. 02 I guess what I'm rezlly trying to uvunderstend what
your saying the implications are for the future of

South Africe = I mean if the whites are immovable, will
they be drivén into the sea, I mean how do theye..orve
they just going 10 s..this is not Rhodesia, It's not
a tiny, tiny white population thet can go anywhere
else, And I'm just wondering what you'd ssy, I mean
vhen T wrote thet book, I didn't even mention the whits
really, I mean mumﬁ.im the(?317) was distorting thke
pieture and I couldn't even do that reslly, Even tho'
T felt & bit sad because it made the imvliestions for
the South Africens situation I thought.. I sctually
felt a bit bad about thot. Bubribivestherfparlity, =
Here I just see a different realitys I do, Now I

don't know as ymieh as about the context., Whatl
are the implicaTEons ofygﬁagg

é} For whites?

s Well for the situstions I mean how will the workess
trke over if that's what's going to happen deal with

this int¥ansigest fowraindifgnh@lf million by then o..
I don't say that the whites, when I say thet thereb
e = ./16. L] 328
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Acont: that theri}s aot much percentage in orgainisine
amongst whites, don't think that whites are & lost
cause, That they will not change.7 I don't think thet
they will not be =ble /o fit into a different kind of
South Afries st all, <§hat I de¢ think hogh??s that

what is going to make Yhem change is)not trying to

C:rganise them with the forces of progress but rather

what goes on in the townships and the wey thet is
rought over into)the, nto(ihite South Africa;s Thet
will msire them, change, aThey will have to change or A
they will go.l)They'll have to go(gnd there's nowhere a° |
for them tec go, So I think theytll have to change.]Thmt
vwaye I'll tell you one of the most gratifying experiens=
cesy alwost one of the most gratifying political exper-
iences I've had #n a long time, was recentlyess.it
was a fumy ineident about two months 8goesI don't Imow
if you've read that the city couneil in Cape Town had
opened the beaches and most pertinently for the people
of Cape Town the Seapoint swimming pool %o blacks
which had not been the ease until a couple of months
8g0s And there was a meeting called in Seapoint which
is probably one of the wealthiest neighbourhoods in tle
country and I live next door to that in Greenpoint
next to town and the Seapoint, Greenpoint and some other
point rate payers association which is dominated by
sort of really right wing Wational Party sorts called
this meeting, this public meeting, to protest at the
inelusion, the decision of the City Coumeil and I went
along to that meeting as did a lot of people from a lot
of areas,athe UDF—hiEts, students and whotever all weht
aleng to that meeting to sort of heckle and jeer and
throw tomatoes and that sort of thing., In fact, there
were a lot of really ordinary sort of residents of Sea
point, many of which one could eynieally s-y, if one
wanted to be eynicel =bout it, they don't neced the Seapoint
swimming pool; they've got 2 swimpingeopeylio build their
ovn swimming pools, they've got enough money to sort df
bpy their apartlieid even in a non, even in sn integrated
South Africa, But I don't Bhink one has %o be ecynienl
about it to that extent, becsuse there were o lot of
gedisnry people there who I mesn gome expressing theme
eelves in o horribly paternslistic fashion, who were
nevertheless saying that there's no way we can eerry
on how we've heen carrying endsmd that things have to
Tharge and we have to chenge snd we might as well chenge
now before we do get driven into the seas Now, thet
might sound like 2 yindication for the line that ssys
we must orgenise shemgads whitew end to some extent it
dees vindiczte thet position I think, But T think that
the reason why they were chenging why they are changing,
because the cirecumstances around them the chickens are
coming home teo rcost it seems to me so cuickly thet
they have to confront the faet thet either they're
going to leave Sovth Africa or they're going to have
to chenges There are & lot who een't lemve South Africa,
there're a lot who don't want to leave South Africs and
therefore they're going to have %o get used to the ides
of blacks in their swimming pocl, Now, that might not
sound like the end of the world, I mesn thatmight soun

4 /1ike the biggest thing that they're going to have to
rot used to., But nevertheless, they are judging from
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Acontl Jud Ang from that meeting in Seapoint they will
used tg that ideay, and that's how they'll changes
ﬁut 1 8%ill don't thlnk that theres much effort in
expending @ whole lot of energy in pwo i
amongst twf‘ vhites of South Africa to effect thet sort
of ¢l t sort of ghange will be effected by
' actgugilt of axternal i8)you like to Ghe white community;)
7)) 1t will be eff by things like what happened in
Uitenhase, andz he verhduss (stoy—-avnays and tﬁe striked
in the factori®s and all that type of thing

the same time sdditional work is grafted onto that
specifically orented towardf tne white community, it
maybe wounld help things, t that wae & wvery profound
experience., There were neonle there, there was one guy
who said that his grandparents, he comes from a very srd
of predominantly Jewish community, that his grandparents
nad come from Lithusnia sort of 80 years ago, and they
didn't have sort of swimming costumes snd suntan lotion
when they came here, They were veryvery easily accepted
into the community and had become sort of leaders in
their comminity...ums TAPE ENDSo

vhat's going trc change them and I supnose once at Zl)

TAPE TWO: 000

Acont: no reason why the ssme thing shouldn't havren ®
the blacks, I mesn, one might interpret that in a very
paternailistic sort of way, cos T mean there is a very
paternalistic tinge to ite PBut T mean I found a lot 4F
that cuite gratifying in the extent 4o which specially
certain basic humanism came across at that meeting from
a lot of people from whom one wouldn't have expected it,
And also to the extent that people were beginnir g to

be sensitive of where the uoubta were falling smd how
the dobts were falling in South Afrieca and were there—
fore beginning %o think of the necessity to change

some very coufortable and hard fimmly held views.

Lt I guess the differences, you know, of you counting
on this cowed white popule tlon, threatened, confronted
with reality amid siege, which is cerit-inly going %o
be problematice I mean in the tiny Rhodesian phipbkeiion
population I mean that kind of perdentage of agenis,
you know kind of historical compared with some efiory
to move them further and to bring them to enlighten
them to co-opt however you would like to sec ite I
mesn whet if some devil's advoecate said to you well
that's not as glamorous , that's not as enjoyable work
I mean thet's reslly slof work, I mean &f leact whatd
you're doing you cen see yourself in a politically
correct position in this coaﬂtry, but if you were %o
decide now and in five years wvhen the Ynion reﬂlly
fets on its foet end there're more hlack orgenisers
qround vou should move into CGreenpoint one night a

vieek, You know would you just say Ag spare med I
mesn I'm sorry to be so ecrude, DUG see

03 No, wpos=sibly I would, well no, i don't think so,
¥ think that there would be & certain ...I mean one
of the people + stay withfor example, his father is

he leader of the PPP in the provineial couneil, and
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Aconts and he's 2 man that I've had a lot to do with,

1 mean there's a hell of a lot that he's doing that Id
don't agree withe DButthere's a hell of a lot of work
that he does that I find very, wvery valuable and
there's an importance in white polities in that sense
as well, In the sens¢ of politicising a white community
alsoy, I remember Helen Susman used to say when she got
201t of shouted at by the Rads at VITS, that You'll all
know where to come to when you need a passport, kind o
thinge I thirk there's a lot of value in white politis
for that resson. But I'veouldn't iike to spend my

life organising in Greenpoint, no doubt ahouvt it,

artly because it wouldn't really interest me that much,
end partly because I don't think it would have all

that vatuablelstothe éndiof thé.dayl +ITE wouldc-hase:c,
valuey, it would have a value, there's no doubt about

ite

L3 Was 1t the son or the father you said you don't
. agreec with everything he does?

As The father.

(3 Yeah, well I guess that right away. 1'm not salking
with the PFP or actions in Parlisment or the Provinecial
councile, I'm <+talking sbout UDF arez committees ar

ind Conseription or just the wvarious things, HNaybe 1
could ask you, it seems easy to divide South Afries
into aress and there was sn era of Trade unionism thot
you been in the front of as a whitey, as a persom who
happened to be white. Would you see another era

vhere there would be more involvement of these kinds dof
things thet have come up? Where young whites who would
heve been jeering at Helen Suzman have decided that is
2 bit of wasted time and she has served her role znd
that if you tske a place like PE and Molly Blackburn's
actuelly made a few more bodies be discovered and

that kind of thinge Would you go so far as to ssay that
vou see an era where this would become more relevent in
the future or do you still think Ag, they can do it, I
don't really think it 's that useful it*s not for me?

Az No, no, Julie I think, I'm sorry, T "Hhi nkowelog
Bpoken & lot at cross purposes during the whole
interview, which is & pity, because I'm fnterested

in what you're sayinge I had just not gesred my

head for this kind of thing at 211, But, vhat Molly
Blackburn, what the PFP are doing is something else
altogether, And vwhether thet is veluable or not Is
con seye But I mean I'm not as cyniecel of that, I
mean we've used for example, TFP KPs on too many
occassions to be absolutely cynieal zbout the sort of
role that they play, s0 it's a really complex sort of
cuestion. Whethey T aa a white leftie would wish %o
spend & lot of tire emongst the whites of South Afriea
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Acontiwhites of South Africa as op;osed to sort of delinting,
aid writing and strotegising and planning with like-
minded whiles, Now that is, or with like-minded intell-
ectusls T won'h eall fhem whites, withihikessiinded
intellectuals, there is an importent role there and
there's en importan. role in us 0ld inteleectusls, if
you like, in developing younger intellectuals, in
working with people at vniversities, vhether they're
white, waether they're bleck whether they're Indisn
or colcuvred or whatever the case might he, Put
whether there's much point in going, as a leftie, to
sort of organise white john citizens, I'm not sure
that it's work very well spemt, I mean whet dfesnene
goes into the white community es,ase@:UPF:peirson?
Does one first distinguish oneseif from the PFP? Does
one take up a position %o the left of the PFP? On
vhet basis do you orgsnise there7 The PFP, I think

is trying to chenge the cp@iveg¥icmvof the ordinery
citizen of South Africa, white citizen of South Africe
to accept the changes that are coming shout in thés
place. They're going to have to get used to smeybe

8 non-racial South Africa, T think the PFP are doing
that, Im not $erribly sure thet T could do it anymore
effectively. If Tlblere a socislist on the other hend
were t¢ think sbout where to spend my time, it would
not te with the citizens of Greenpoint or Seapoint.
You Imow that's pretty much all that I'm saying, so
that I think that a white UDF ares or orgeniseation or
something 1is not there to orgsnise the whites of the
arca, it's there to provide some sort o eremn for
like-minded white/intellectusls/liberal/professional
people or wheatever to come around and to meke sort of
plans and to make contact with black intellectusls

ad to sort of see whal relevent political work

there will be to do, And there is some $0 do in
white aresn. Like this whole thing sbout swimming
pools, Now, they've just jogged up the prige of the
swimming pocl from 50¢ to R2,00 to exclude blacks
effectively. Now the PFP hove got together with o
petition thing about thetes Now I would be quite happy
to tart eround my sort of street getting other whites
in the area to sign the petitione and I speak to them
guite a lot of the time end that will have a possibly
politicising effect on the people in the ares, but the
recl resson I would be doing it would not be to politiise
thern:, but to get them to sign thet petition so meybe ®
the PFP could teke it $o the City Coureil and rever:se
that, decisiong You know, cor I don't think that one
&8 & kind of white socialist, I don't thinlk that thexm
ie much value o beyingned depadrying to draw ever
ordinery white citizeng, I think the PFP are doing
'ifv}LE"'t.
0t T just wonder if youre.I don't asctually know snything
ahout what the white sres cormittees do and what the
debate about if Ladak should be established is about.
But I'm just wondering are you caricaturing what the
options are, I think the p%'i!e opbtion is being
rejected fara lot of ressons, onw of which is

en -/200 0099

ARCHIVE FOR JUSTICE




' 0/20’0 o 099 h DCLEWIS.

( eonts one of which is just that it's time and place
scems to be being overtaken by events and I think for

2 lot of reascns the people have g kind of asgreed def-
inition for your base, I meen I think we cen leave ity
and T think you've given sowe good answera, BPut T

mean heve you kind of gsricatured what could be done?

I don't think I've ever heard of any of these young
whites who would've been in the wages comm five or

eight years ago, but there isn't one now and now thereb
Jods& or this or thet, but they never told me that wha
they®re doing is helping PFP on swirming poolss I mea
they seem to be doing things like moving mothers about
conseriptions, I don't knows = DL t but are they really? +
or sure, am I reading you correctly, I mesn do you
think itfs on a level where they're duplicating the PFP?

As Fairly much so. I mean I don*t think that they're
duplicating the PFP because they don't have the resouwes
(3§ and {b) the suss of and the sympathy with the condite
uency to do that wa¥k very effectively o DlNaybe not

even the time, because they're zll involved in doing a
whole lot of other work as well, Maybe more valuable
worke I don't know, I haven't thought that deeply

about them question, but I'm not sure that they would
not just be duplicating the PFP to the extent that Thy
define their constituency in broad tersm sort of white
constituency of Observetory, or Gardens or Constantis

or whatevery I'm not sure thst they would not be dup-
licating the role of the PFP, Maybe in = somewhat
different style and whatever, but I'm not sure that tlgey
wouldn't bes I think that there's & lot of peolitics in
South Africa that goes under the general rubric of

left wing politics thai actuelly are not doing much more
then @uplicating the role of the PFP, Cuite honestly.
Even some of those who involve themselves with blacks,
But enywsy thetl®s another stoxrye.

Cs I guess whet I keep coming back to is I'm interestd
Tn exploring something thet shows weys for people. I
gmen not just putting people in a little category and
look how nicely these people are working,. Let's look
nistorically at X end white person and look historice

1iy at 1979 through '85 to what you're doings S0, I
just wonder if you feel if there are many other whites
who couvld do whet you're doing? I heard you're a
terrific crgmniser. I'm sure that's o certain kind of
skill = there's an intellectusl background you have, 1
wesn does thet leave options, I mesn what are you

saying to young whites? Study law, political economy
economic history and then maybe when you move on there'll
be one or two places open ete at the same time or

aren'ts you ulbtimately hoping that blacks teake ower
not just black intellectuals but the orgenic, the working
clase people comeup? I meen, where are you phssing your-
self into? What's this new South Africa®? I just don't
understand the place of whites in your visionge 1'm

just really interested in thet.
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A: I suppose the kind of vision that I havé Idealistic
22 it might be, kind of maybe the same old idealistic
phase I-was in in thhosg@d days when I thought &Rhatthet
niassrwdswas classes and not races is not a vision
strictly of s non-racial South Africa, tut a vision of
a Socielist South Africa e ezll it wh-tever you will,
Then the place of the - I didn't reclise how difficuls
this would be to erticulate = LET ME START AGAINes s
I think that there is a certain percentage end I think
that it's had it8 , ite borme & certsin smount of fruit
and it will besr even more fruit in what the sort of
BCC campsigns sre doing snd whet the UDF sre doing in
white sreas, They have certsin propagenda velwas in
exposing the merrtha of the war {$het South Afriea
is fighting, that the South African Defenge Force is
fighting. £They may echengens rg:ingl-’fy} i (gﬁe views
of the numbers of the pedvle, but I don's think
het—they—nex n funcionglly very cmitkecel orgenisstion-
al roles I really 4 What I see for whites in
. Ahe future) South Africeﬂs hat they'11 have to accent)
v

endy (& non=rasial South Africey snd they'll have to
g live in i%, they'll have to work in it(emt, depending
1% on. the sort of South Afrieca it is, they'll live in
it more or less easily. If it's the soxrt of South
Africes where their ecomomic privileges sre maintained
#lmost without a/sort of lhiccup, then they'll move
into it reslly essily,with or without the help of
the UDF or the Bnd Conscription Campaign oxr whntever.,
I itggoing to be & kind of South Afries where their
economic privileges are threstened or overturned,
where their positiorms ae sord of factory owners, where
guJK}heir very privileged acces® to educstionsl institutions
(end ell thet type of thing is chenged, then I think :
that there are a lot who will live with it far lecs 22
eesily. But I don't know that orgsmidsing smonget o Fﬁ
them pow, at this stage is going to be what changes Q’jQ;zg \
thate ) And I don't think thet anybody who organises r |
smongst them with that end in mind is going to get )
puch of 2 receiption from thems That's why I say
the PFP is doing exattlynthe’seowekind of work as
funetionally the UDF could do smongst that constituency.
Beceuse, you gsn't approach them with questions any
more Tundament=l then the fact thet they have to
accent intepration. The fnct of the matter is that
moet of them will not have to sccept much intepration
unless Scuth Afries chenges reslly radically. Bub
. if e eounle of lawe are chenged here and there, South
Afries will remain feirly undisturbed for the people
of Seapoint. There might be a couple of bkacks liwvirg
in the ssme roed 2¢ them and uncuestionebly there are
more in their swimming pool end everything like that.
Put it's not & very importent chenge, it might be an
importent change for some peonle, but I don't think
one thet you really have to orgenise terribly meny ;
whites in Cave Town, in Seapoint to sccept. Try anc
orgenise the whites in Parrow, or Belleville o»
¥lerksdorn for Christ's sake, to chenge that, You'd
2} probably get your head chopped ofi probably,
becsuse they're certainly not geing to accevt the
necessity of that from somebody knocking on their
door atﬂt&iQﬁ them about it  They'll accept the
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: zed
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Aconts They'llj@ccept the necessity)when it's)sort of

//)fvwf nocking, on their door in the shape of a very gilitanf)

) “kind of (blagk working eless cor biack community. That®
F-V vhen they'll) change and they'll chenge and they'll
(like &% or they'll lump it, but they'll changeg) And
as for the future South Africa they'll like it or thgy
won't like it end they'll live in it,

L3 S0 you'd rather be involved in making for recl chang
end that would come for the black working cless, vou'd
fé#2) your efforts in there as moet effective?

A: Yech, yech, not necesserily for the rest of my 1if.
mesn I think thet the work white journslists do is
valuable, I think thet's one of the most veluable -
I'm not sure why, I think thst, but I have a very
strong bent in that sort of direction, But just
beceuse I think that reising the sort of level of
consciocusness of dbbeite in any society is a very sort
wfluable excercise, I don't think that the Cape Times
ig velusble and Rihan (%-211) work is valuable becsuse
it esddresses itself to whites and whites start to
think - it's valueble beéause, a good Journslists'
vwork is walusple becsuse it's suddenly & whole new
dimension creeps into e society when the level of
inteilectual debate and the level of exposure of
thet society is raised, I think that's wvaluable
political work,

2 0K, I think you express it wery well in terms

of it deprends whet change you're working for and tiat
you would like %o see the fundsmental changes thot
could come through this kind of Tnion work...(intem
uption), but isn't there a boedy of revoluticnary

theory that sctually edvocates and stresses the imports
ence of creating divisions within the ruling class

end that whole thing? I mean do you just think ths
they weren't right sbout South Africa®? It's too

tough a nut to erzack?

A: No, no, nce. That's why I think we're talking at
Crose purposes, T don't think that at sll. T thirk
the divieions within the »uling class in Scuth Africe
are asbsolutely criticalPy.bBut I think that they sre
divisicns that have been brought sbout partly by the
likes of the PFP, I mean I'm begirning here to sound
like 2 rezl supporiuer of the PFFP, Partly by that

type of activity, but mostly by the blacks., Those are where

the divisions - have been ereated, The divisions
haven't been crested by propaganddeing amenget the whites,
The divisions haye heen erested by orgenising emongst
the ¥Ylacks, That's the only point that I'm trying %o
make, The divisions that have emerged as a result of
that are absolutely key. We insert ourselves 1 doresay
into those divisions, The Trade Union movement

inserts itself right smabl in the middle of those
divisions, and I think thet they're absolutely key.

But I don't think it'. going to be achieved by knock-
ing on doors in Greenpoint, That's all. Or put i¥%
this way, I think that it will be marginally

tehieved, but you'll count it by a sort of liteny
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Aconts a sort of liteny of names of individuals. You
ton's count it as a sort of social movement that develops.
The social movement thet develops will develor as &
recult of firet ond absolutely foremost as what goes

on amongst the fsehories and the townshins and
secoidly it will develon as & resulit of those peonle
who have the sort of feel for the white liberal comme-
unity, who are the kind of Molly Blaekburna and

Sheena Duncken - well Sheena Duneddw vou can't count in
those sort of terms, I mean she does obviously other
work as well And thirdly, it will be developed by

the universivies and the univercity teachers and

the Masas's and that but they will be addressing thene
selver to & very pearticuler kind of constituency thet
won't extend its barriers much into those who are not
already converted,

§: Coming back to whether it*s still presente you as a
miguely gualified and sble person who had s place at
a certain time in history and that eventuslly there'll
be really cuslified blacks beceuse of the work being
édone in this kind of movement and then where doez that
leave a place for whites? I'm gust trying to be
pesterine but I'm still wondering because I Just feelees

A: Mo, I 'm pretty confident that I'm good at my Jjob.
and I do my job very well snd in s movement that is s
non-racial movement there will slways be & place for
me, There're a lot of blacks cuslified to do my Job,
there’re a 1ot of other whites cualified to do my joh,
sore better, most probably net as well,

£2 I'm saying what does that say for whites? Does thut
sey that there are some few jobs fnrlUwhiteslikkeypones
and that you have one of those few jobs in the country,
I'm just wondering what that ssys for whites? What
should they de? I mesn should they all study, Jjust
stay in the ivory tower and get ready to understand
the future scocielism and write and help end put &
1little bit of input into the community newspapers?

I just wonder what, because th re seem to be more smnd
more youmf@le peopless.. I mean agein I'm just thinking
of my ovn tiny little experience of 'T7¢ till now?
Breske, .. Ok we've already discuscsed it and you don't
want to say aanymore sbout it, But it leaves me to
wonder whst vou'd sdvise people. If someone came %o
yvoui for & job, would you sey, yeah we need people like
vou in the Union movement? Weuld you say we need
people like you in the next ten years aflter see

A: Look, the only resson why we'd say *o pecple that

Ve don't need you in the Union Movement, if I said

that to them at all, is that there's a limited amount

of space in the ¥nion Movement for jobs, Whites have
found very valuahle niches,.gome are working in the
industrial heslth group, others are putting out booklds,
others are working in the unions, others are working in
the UDF, others of them aress.Il think thet there's a

lot of wvelue for all intellectuals in produecing intelkect-
nal mseterial, in stimuvlating intellectual debate,

w iyove g 7 Lt What does that say? Do you think it's a2l1 ¢
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{conts it's all a velid emcercise?
As What?

L: What were you going to say, it's all right?
A: 1 think that, it sounds like a bizarre thing to say,
Butut South Africa, but the far more intemeeting nue:r e
ion about-my ¥ole in the Union movement is{how I as a
vhite, function is important, there's nc doubts abou i%,
and how I as a white relate to blakk workers is 1mpor e
antyg)as I as s -white relate to other black vppkarseis
is important. \ Fut ny posit%on gqua intellectual is
actpally a more interesting/question, & more interesie
iqgk;ontradiction that has to be resolved. I woulén't
makze any Gifference if my name wase ggg;gn;hg;g(?) who's
my key side kick in the Uniorn, if you like, but also
an intellectuval. His role is as freught with complexity
anfl engst as mine is end T think that a grest BProjpdem
2

that T have with meny white intellectuale-fis tha ond
it arises parily es a result of the sort guilt that
we experienc i;is that they do not do that which they
are best gualified to do and thet is %o be intellectudls
Be pecple whoework in orgenisstions like the UDF, be
people who work on comwunity newsnapers like Grass Koots,
be people who work im unione like the General Worker:
Unione, And thet is Ehat[&hey are only too willing to
toe & eline Leecaucse they don't feel that it's legiti-
mnate for them as whites to ssy anything in black or—
ganisations, in black South Africay™ You can's assert
yourselfs To my mind that's )Jbhe most, that's( absclutely
reactionary and theye's @ lot of that sert of stuff

that goes around iujwhite politics, in (white lelt wing
politics in South Afriea, The heaviect, sort of Staline
istg the heavieat sort of toe the line (gre alweys

whites becauce they feel that they can't do anything
else, Thefra is just to facilitate what the sort of
fashiongble line of the country happens to be. And T
nsve & greet deal of problems with that, you knoy

That's the reeson why I personelly write so much, why

I get involved in so many/sort of{%rgumenta and) so

many sort of (controversies, DBeecsuse despite the fact

T T. i - - Aty -] U W] g

bhot 19 puotonseeniosn, i oy 15Ue She.aine

end T cen think eritically and I can write critic=1lly,
that's not hecavse T'm clever,) Thet's becouse I'm
privileged enoughtto be a white South Africen, that's
because I'm privileged emough to have gone through a2ll
the educsastion that I ever wented toge through =nd that
sould have been at London, that could have been 2t

Yale, thst covld hove been &t Oxford, thei covl%rhave
been 2t WITS, that could heve been =t UCT, And (I've
managed to do thet principslly bhecsuse I'm 2 white South
African and no doors have been closed to me =23 &

result thereof, Hzving accuired =211 the critieal in-
sight to then get schlurped intc some orgsnisstion

end just toe a line Deceuse it se ms tq he ta? pOpular)
line, it secems to be the_gopular(ﬁyiri y 1t%s to my
nind 2 really poli%icaﬂtz reactionary thing to do

and a non-contributing sdrt of thing tofldo.) And ,;L/
_ p P ) :
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Acontt And thet's vhy T Love respect for many whites
11 Trade Unions, I hove respect for whites producing
booklets for workers, I Lave respect for meny whites
doctors working in indusirisl heslthe groups, Not
because they’'re whites doing it. DBut becsuse they 're
intellectuals providing input into orgenisationsg, Kike
our organisaiion, wnere ocur workers are by and large
Strong enough and developed enough %o reject the line
that they don't like, To reject an offer of resources
thet they dont went, whether it's an intellectual
providing ther or not, But they're in sn orgsnisation
ond they 're self-confbdent sbout it and they 'weuld
really sort ¢of despise n white who came in asnd said
"You are a black worker snd I won't provide you whth

& sdvige I'm just here to go what you order me to

,%JJKEJ' Oe ¢ indigtathe end of the dayjﬁﬁébause I'm genersal-
ﬁ‘]./

gecretery, of the Union, I am here to do what they order
me to doe/ But I have to spend a grezt deal of my time
doing the things that I reslly think are the wrong
things t5 doy because my will hasn't prevesiled.in the
Union, (But if § were to)come here spd ey I have no
will other than Jthat which is(yﬁure;?I have no ideas
cther than yours, \then I would be completely throwing
eway all theose facilities which my privilege gave me
instead of using that privilege and injecting it back
into the people on vwhose backs I effectively got that
privilege--nd thet is the privilege of being a highly
cdueated intellectusl,) And that's the problem thet I
feel with white polities is peovle are embarassed sbodb

@IPE ENDS, .. 412
SIDE TWOs Beginss012

(Some )
Acontt Are white intellectuals and it'savhite iﬂtellectuﬁﬁg)

thet form 9% of the progressive vhite constituency of

South Africa, (are embersssed at their ability to unde=
stend, )the ability (to articulate and they don' do that
vhich they are tsat qualified to do So(ahex think

that the only work that is wvaluable )work = ircnieally
this should be coming from a union orgeniser = but the
only work ishébaisvalusble work (s orﬁsnising:> I dont
think thet the only work that is wvalusple is organising.
Thet%s whet I said eerlier about journaliste, I think
that they do valuable work. Not becsuse they're organ=
iséng vpropagenddse amongst whites but because they
raise the sort of level of exposure and the level of
consciousness of the, a whole society. Now, I don't
know how to put that in less sgiry feiry terms tnYn

thete Butlf more intellectuals would use their
intellectual skodlsH)nd this ie obviously, I'm talking
2 lot here sbout whites because they form a large
part of the body of intellectusls in South Africg,
left-wing intellectuslie, if they would use thciﬂiintell—
ectuval tools rather than worryxying asbout knocking on

Mrs. Smith'e door in Greenpoint to conwert her %o rev- "dﬁfﬂa
olution, then & lot more would e uoneé) But everybody ,é
wents to be a Union orgsnicser, everybody wants to be a 7/

comrunity orgsniser so not everytody ecen be a union
organiser because there’s a limited number of places
syailable, Hot everyhody cen be a comrunity orgeniser
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Aconticen be o comunity organiser in Monmmenburg,

heeouse community organisation slmost spesks of peOpJe
in the community do ng that kind of work. Therefore
they turn themselvec 4o the next door neighbour %o
orgenise the next door neighbour which I don't sctuslly
think is such & valuable excercise.

Cs: But should they or”" then Jjust become elite, their
only role gs yro*"f:i 19, that all whites must be,
must pursune them intellectually?

at's not what I'm seying. It's not an elitist

Q: It sounds like sure, scmeone*s a medicsl doctor or
2 ]rv*ar oxr they've stnbap¢ history and esn teach
iterhcy end on that level you think they*re useful,
but T wonder how meny whites that*s talking about. I
ean it's prohebly ﬁhc whites you know,

e e Vs ~ 1 B
A: It*'s talking =bout %.

Q: Or do you think th-t cnly whites whe are politicely
concerned are those whites?

A: No, O no, I don't think thet at gl11. I think thet
There are e large number of politicolly concerned whibes
end T think that they are made more politieally concer

- I

ed by the kind of lhlngs hat they read from good
Journalists in good newspapers few and far between
though those are. They're made more pelitically awore
by the kind of stuff thet they rend in joitvhadsllike

hizgalf ¥i2két think that they're educated particulalty
by :ﬁt@mﬁii&;ttocs:rn.a:c them in the way that one

would go and organise Mannenburg or the w ay that one
would go and organise -vlhuubn I think it's a

different kind of conutwtrﬁnvy gltogether in that it's
nsty that there's no wasy one to onme translestions You
work in Manrenburg, you live in Mannenburg therefore you
orgenise the community of WMammenburg. I live in Seapoint
therefore I organise the community of Seapoint, Some-
times opportunitiec do npresent themselves for szlvan-
ising the commubedy of Seapoint, and the swiuming pool
issue wae definitely one of them and it was gratifying
tc see how they all came in zsnd there we sll were and
we £tocd behind them re= 11y.T*'*‘ alls They didn‘'s
stand behind us we stocd behind them, But think that
it's notl an elitiet thing.I mesn(dare I say, I think
some of the mosd profound kind of revelutionary leaders
eve)mostly( been people who've produced idess,; and have
proguced intellectual knowledge & brozdened the kind

-
FRW 3
3t

of (cultursl RindetBetdl parcroters, Jnd I just 2
don't see why manyiWhites don't do that mh@rexs:: f 2
an interesting debate here about two years o = a3k

gorre of the white intellectualsg here sbout t1L“ debeta,
About whether, ask Willie asbout it, Willie wac there,
It was something like sbout the vole of intellectuals
but and the role of eriticism, where we =s white ine
tellectuals entitled to criticise wnions and community
srgemisations, the UDF or the ANC or AZAPR, were we
e~t1tled $o criticise that? snd a large body of people
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A cont: body of people felt very powerfully that these
things were not to be discussed in publie. If you wartt-
ed to criticise the Gugulethu recidents asedefytion you
had to ask their permission first. It was exsetly the
some @eath@oregediPdfto thes UDF interview, Exactly the
same sort of reactionary stuff,

Lt You mean your interview from thot book?

At Yeah, the main eriticism that came out sbout that
was not the content of what I said in that interview,
but vhether I wes entitled to ssy anything or not.
Now, if I'm not entitled to say snything sbout any-
thing in South Africa then what did I go through all
this ten years of leamming prineipally of how to
understand something? I don't say that that learning
{  cen only be achieved at university, I $hink most of
' the learning that I've experienced has been here, by
Ry amd away most of it has been experienced here.
But gy eability to be able to write and art%gulate the
vi#zy I do has been a funetion of the kind of’ privileges
that I've achieved. The privileges that have been grant-
led uf} The privileges that have been granted me have
bee ecause I'm a white South Africen)first ond foree
most /fand I still think that my primary way of paﬁéng
J

back some of this is to use that, is to say'Look
don't think this directisn that you're heading il is
such a goed$ direction J(I've great respect for your
organisation but I think you're heading in the wrong
direction, I may be right or I may be wrong in my
asse=sment, but nevertheless this is what I think,
based on sort of ten years of repding Althusser, and
Lenin and the bloody neWSpanersjyyou mow. And(I
think that pert of the guilt of being a white South
African (s 4het the minute you get involved in)rail
rea\ politik, Joh¥"feels that) one is an insidious line that
is kind 6f peddled out, that(;ou can't s anything
because you haven't really experienced i%), you haven't
really felt it land you are after all gart of th
. sort of (oppressors, I don't buy that.and it comes a
lot from, the majority of the white community of Cape
Town feel like thet, far and away, and, fxdwide some
sort of hesvy rationale sfowt it, but (it's all a lot
of nonsense as far as I'm concerned and it's a sort of
selling- of your birthright in a wierd kind of way, in
a way that certainly doesn't develop the revolution

fnm,mé %n"?; ;ﬂ:?.ink.

L3 So, what does thnt mesn for - one of the cuestions
T'm asking everyone is this a valid thesis and what I'm
doing is this at all interesting or useful, I mean

do you think it's useful to look at the role of whites
or are you dismissive about that? $ (DL: No) = Do you
think I'm paying too much attention to it to Bry to
fathom how it fits in? Can it give any lessons for the
future or do you think Ag, you should rather look at
blacks in the Unions or something?

As No, T don't think it's « T think it's really interesting
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Acont: interesting., The whole conversation has really
stimuloted meo. I don't know guite in what direetion
but ... I don't have a sou to come out with! I've
never thought about it that deeply.I mean I've thought
about it now and again in my own position.

(3 In the body of an historieal survey, looking ot
Whites now, do you think it could have any particuler
use? You work with black workers and you know what
they ‘re thinking, I mesn do they ever say to you, do
they ever express interest in white politic#? Do you
think they're intested? Do you think they're concernw
ed? I mean these are people who are interested in
non-racialism end thet kind of thing, do you think
they have any interest in figuring out what whites

are up to 7

A: Black workers? Not helld¥a interested, I don't think,
ey 're sometimes interested in the big figures of
white polities. They're interested in whrt efrt of
motivates the ladies of the Black Sash cos they kind
of come into contact with them. They're interested
in what motivates me, Many of our workierss thinlk
I'm sort of motivated by some sort of religious thing.
That thet's what brought me, that thet's what I ...
cos that's what brings a lot of black leaders to
Unions. They're very interested in the Slabberts and
the Suzmans. I'm talking sbout our members who 're
by end large contract workers, S¢ it's a very diff-
erent kind of black working class constituency al-
together. But by and large, let= say sort of student
politics withoug$ being disparaging, they just think
students are students are students are students, kids
are kide are kids are kids. Now, it's not a veryp
progreseive view, it's not a particular view of theirs
that I'm proud of necessarily, but I don't think thet
they attach mueh significance to it. In the mest
strike they were hellWBf s gratified by the suprort the
black students gave end also this union, white student
gave them. This Union was started by white students @
and ex-SACTU (?) organisers, but there wes a very heavy
input by white students intoflages Comm and the older
members of the Unjon are awsre of that and are respect-
ful of that, The%'re respectfll of the suprort UCT
gave us in the Meat Strike. But I don't think that
anybody thinks - maybe this is where we were at cross
purposes « that it's going to determine the future
of South Africa, I don't think thet they think the
future of South Afriea lies in the hands of the
whitesy,at all, I think that they reslly believe it
lies in their hands,

€3 I think that is my piece, Having said that, where

dmeththﬂ‘iteaie"hu-whites? I hope you're clear about
that-

As No, I am clear about that. I'm clear that that's
What you mean. But where it leaves whites is that I
think whoever wents to participate in a way that he

r she deems to _be progressive, be + to go along
0 8 meeting and oppose the & Sbre o g ST .
oo of 294158




.o-/29...158 D.LENIS.

A cont: the sort of fascists in Seapoint who want to
close the swimming pool again. Or be it,..But that's
one kind of white., The other kind of white are the
kind that you are ecirculsting around with in South
t Africa and shagoyou probably were when you lived in
Johammesburg. I don't know, maybe I'm wrong. But
their role is not principally amongst their own comm—
unity. I don't believe that. I mean amongcst their
owvn community, #lot amongst their own racial groun,
It's maybe amongst their own peer group, that being
7%~f>;? intellectuals there®s a lot of work for them to do,
. ,JAua intellectuals., And what I'm saying is they are
oo wow Y iZconstrained from doing that for which they are best
} e qualified hy the sort of guilt and the subjugetion
that they feel as a result of being white and being =»
’3 privilegeé;s I don't know if I've made myself clear
enough on that ground, but I think that, I don't think
that there's all that much percentege amongst the,
of them working amongst the white population,
Where it leaves them all in a future South Africa,
. where it leaves all of us off in a future South Africa
I don't knowe I mean I don't think really very much
gbout where I'll be in a future South Africa. I,
unfortunatley pretty much the same as I am in this
South Africa, but that depends on the future,

L3 OKe¢ I just want to ack you one other thing. You
Teminded me when you said exactly (?) =Can I have
those matches? -« and that is the idea of , I mean
you talked alot about the recent poste. I'm interest=
ed in knowing if you look at the fifties, if you look
at the past further back and look at the role of the
whites there and feel that there were lessons to he
learned in terms of , you know if that contributes to
your feeling ofabout the uselessness of the relative-
ly not such usefulness of working whites. I mean
there's alweys this phrase *the lessons of the fifties®
and I've decided that it just means obviously very many
different things to different people and I just wonder
i what you would sey.about it. Do you think there's
lessons or?

A: I don't really know enough about it.I don't lmow if
There're very valusble lessons to dravm ¢ I don't
know, I mean I'm friendly with avzgt of people who
were active in the fifties. It seems to be that
thettr role was very much the same as ours is now
with a2ll its foults and all its advantages, 1

don't think that they perceive themselves,..well, it
actually was different then,there was the liberal
perty and the forch gommendo and =11 those sort of
things there where I think tha possibly
whites did have a2 more determing inT9uence on how
things would devlop in South Africa at that stage.

But the real lefties, the heavy lefties that I know,
were all sort of involved in @ )

= -
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Acont:_gongressAdemocrats or in the ANC.

{2 So you woildn't look at the Congress of Democrats,
you would see that that wesn't as successful as every-
one would say.

A: I'm not sure., I don't know enough about the Congress

of democrats to know that. But I think it was always
an appendage. Do you not agree? I meazn do you think
the Congrecs of Democrats was an erganisation that
asserted itself amongst the White comrmunity in any
i§g3 Or that it was a support orgaonisstion for the

Q: I think that they alwrys attempted to not only be
& wing of the ANC,

At Yeah, well you know that's mgybe what I think is

To some extent objectively the role thet whites play
in South Africa, but I don®t think it should be orge
anisationally expressed as such. Maybe it was apn»n-
ropriate in the fiffi@€esto have & separate white
organisation like the Congress of Democrats. I don't
think thet at the current conjunetion in South Afriea
that it would be a progressive step at all. I'm not
involved I must add, in this debatc here about whether
to form a white wing of the UDF or not. XI'imear very
much about it wvery much at contact partie=z, but I
don't think, I mean my gut reaction is , I really mean
my gut reaction because it offende me in my gut

quite honestly, I think that there's no = you know
things have developed, ¥or example,in Cape Town %o
such an extent where 5 think it would be a step back=
words, 1

L2 OK.YoI might want to! rush, but I still went to push
This book teoteveryope extermallyse I mesn since T left
South Africa the ABC asks about the ANC, it all (?-229
in the papers every day. What sbout the thesis that
events are moving so fast o+ I mean, I don't know about
here in your particular Pnion, but if you take workers
generally, and you look at P,E, end the kinde of things
that are hapnening there, do you think that the Union
is being moved slong by issuec that aren't just factory
floor and how does that « do you think there'll be a
time when issues become so0 pressing thet when workers
go home from the factories and the issues they confront
are so dire thet that would have an effect on your
agenda? Your workerse agenda,

A: Sorry say that again Julie?

Q: Do you think, agein I'm just reacting from Port
Flizabeth where one, when things like that are happen-—
ing, you inevitably don't heer, where the talk of the
day is not so muech gbout those factory floor issues a=
about who disappeared snd who got rubbed off and that

kind of things pg you sec thinge 28 (Tee......242)

v gg looking to the future do you think that those
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Ccont: that those issues will begin to assert themselwes?
among workers=? to a far greater degree than they are

now? That becsuce of thet the kind of delineation,

the demarcation between purely factory floor issues anmd
community issues or life issues or liberation issues

will take on a for greater importance then they did in
*75 to '79 or I'm talking sbout '85 to '95,

A: T think that they always have. I mesn obviously
you know, as the temperature increcsed they will more,
but the temperature is partly increasing because of
the activity of workers a=s well., A lot of people
perceive that there's a lot of pressure on, for
exemple, Bnions to move from factory floor issues %o
other issues, I don't perceive that pressure to
be very great. I think that pressure w-c ghelgsre
there, I think it wes a pressure we always welcomed,
and a pressure that was introduced into the ¥Wnions,
I think partly that the pressure is there ascribes,
is partly ascribable to the fact that a large part
of the programme of the unions snd the union leaders
themselves has succeéded and that is that the Pnion
should take on these issues and take on these campzigns
that are not directly factory floor related. But
certacinly as the temperature of the townships increases,
yeeh, at particular pheses unions will be involved less
with Tactory floor issues than in other pheses. But
I don't think that there's anything contradictory about
that, or mutually exclusive about thet in any way =t
all, I think that the one is a function of the other,
One might also say that as the heat incresces in the
townships so will the heat increase on the factory
floore just as the heat increnses on the fsctory floor
0 does the heat increasse in the townships. Part of
the reason why in a place like PE zhd Uitehage #hy
think there's so much heat in the townships is because
s0 many of those workers have achieved so much in the
fzetories and they've achieved a great deal of respect
in the factories as well from there oppressors there,
if you like, that they're not prepsred any longer to
bide with the type of thing that is ha pening in the
tovnehipse I think that that's true. There's one thing
very interesting thing, to return to this whole
thing of whites that happens in PE, that I've just
hesrd about, thet I heard from my orgsnisers there,
that you know of the conflict between the UDF and
AZAPO in PE and you know that it's affected the
unions guite grossly =s well and for a whole lot of
reslly bad ressons, but anywayy When Molly Blackburn
wnlked into the stadium af which the funeral was
being held, 30 000 people sitood up and gave her =
standing ovetion, Now it expressed something about
the way in which people feel, because Molly ihsas
done a lot of useful work, there's no doubt about it.
But I think what it expresses is what peonle feel
about a kind of middle-aged, even pos@ibly elderly,l
don't knowsort of white women who's, who comes to the
funersl, who's bec¢n involved in so much, I really
think it expresses thet. It mekes one feel a little :

o4 /it odd when at's the same time some of the peorle

["Standing up applevding Molly like that ere =lso sort
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Aconts also sort of villifying bl.ck shop stewsrds at
Volksw.gen o That to me expresses the complexities
of South Afriesy It really does you knowe, And the
role of whites and the role of blacks =and how much
harder it is for e black lesder in meny weys to achiewe
eredibility -nd to achieve status than it is for a whike
sympethiser, Now, somebody like Mélly has been doing
what I think coulld be rezlly easily characterised as
support work and she's lauded for thet. Would it be
that Mally came out publicly end s=id I don't like
the way in which the UDF is developing or I don't
like the way in which AZAPO is devloping or I don't
like the woy this is going or I don't like the way
that is going. She reslly then runs the risk of being
being said, but how could you say that, you still
white, When John, no we don't want to put names to it,
but vhen =2 Volksvagen shop steward says that, it's not
good enough for them to just do suprort work, obviously,
cos there's no capacity to do orgenisstionazl work.
When he is critical of politicel orgsnisations and pol-
iticel developments, he places himeelf in a very diff-
icult position, except that he has the support emongst
the constituency and amonge} the blacks to say, well,
I'1l bring this along with me, the black workers and
the constituency, #And we zs sort of white trade union
organisers who are not involved in support work, but
who are involved in orgemisational work, very often
run the risk of our views being develued, not be-
cause of the content of them, but becsu=e we're white.
It never happens from the workers at all, It gen-
erally happens %o the extent that it does happen at
all from the other intellectusls. Mostly white
intellectuals. Do you understsnd whet I'm seying?
But I was very interested in that anecdote about
Molly,whnd particularly the context in which it was
happening., It's sometimes en issue here. I mean, I
sometimes feel in the Phion here that the issue of 2
vhite genersl secretary is never sufficiently con-
fronted, because whenever it does get confronted
our members say We refuse to, we're not going to
discuse that issue, We're =2 non-raciazl organisation
and we eleft who we wanted to elect and we will not
be told that we rust consider the implicastions of
that person being a white, Now, that's a short-
sighted view,s, I think that's a silly view, It's
en unreal view, but it's & view nevertheless. So

- the gyuestion doesn't every reeclly seriously get con-
fronted and particularly when it gets confronted in
an entagonistic sort of way by individusls from out=
side this Unions, There's a very harbhsnddseort of
closed response, But you zsked me snother cuestion
altogether, I don't know if I've answered that suff-
ictently about the Unicns and polities and,..

Us Can we close by asking a general cuestion that I'm

asking many people when they come from different points

of view to answer. It's a cuestion about the future df
A BE] Ehis country. Do you have any thoughts about how the
e kovernment 1s moving or will move in future to contzin
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Ocont: %o contain the ineressingly rebellious pop-
Ulation? What kind of strategies are being employed,
wh=%t kind of splits within the establishment in terms
of how they're moving to preserve poer, end what the
implications would be for eny predictions 2bout the
future of black resistance?

A: What®s been happening in the last six months, I
ink isy I think that they're moving in a very kind df

ad hoc way and that they're drawing their line now at
majority rule. That's whire they're clustering behind.
*That won't come to pass=*A whole lot of amendments that
they're going to make it difficult to draw that line
have come to pass,though, Certainiy not because of
the goodness of their will, but because of the pressure 3
netionally and internmationally. A while ago, I think (
that when they sterted with those Koorhhof biills and
all that type of thing, where they attempted to insert
themselves between a bleck middle elass that is diff-
icult to define, where it begins and vhere it ends and
the black working class, snd to some extent that can
be expressed and particulerly strongly in some areas,
thaet coen be expressed as a distinction between res-—
idents, section Ten peorle and hostel dwellers, some
of wvhom are section 10, but whose families are living
elsewhere., I still think that at the end of the day,
that is where the line is going to be drawn and that's
where the insertion is going to be madey, beczucse it's
& ready-made potential division fhatheexists in the
black community already. And more than anything else,
I think that's why Unions are rezlly more valuable
organisstions because they are the only orgenisations
that have successfully spanned the gap between, and

; not always absolutely succecssfully between township
people, section 10 residents, end between hostel
dwellers and migrant workers. And, T think that at
the end of the day, the state will reform here snd ref-
form there and form there and maybe there?ll be a f
fourth chamber, maybe there'll be certein politiesl
rights accorded to blacks, but where they‘'re eventually
going to gather and draw the line is on separate develop-
ment, on the position of migrant workers and hostel
dwellers and their feamilies., I really do think that
thet's whet theyére going to do. They tend to do it
too crudely in those Koornhof bills, but I think ,...

TAPE ENDS. .439,.




