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Nelson is best understood if he is seen in the
context of teamwork

He and his other colgeagues - the other comrades
with whom he's staying - old and young have been able
over a period of years to forge a teamwork which knows
no differentiation of age or social standing.

And I think it is their capacity to accomodate even
the least awong their fellows to live with each other
to live with any man, even 2 wan who does not, who may
not have any respect for them

But to be able to live side by side vith such people
and mdke them feel part and parcel of themselves, And this
is the one at guality which I think, you know,
impressed itself on me.

Thossmen are so much more valuable that they are
able in spite of the high standing which they enjoy in
the eyes of our people, theyare able to humble themselves
and that I think is the secret of undestanding Nelson
and therefore of understanding the other wen around him.

0K, briefly in

think you changed politieally,

how did you come

wag

1% 8
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out different than you

thAT time on the Island do you

maturing

went

in because of the influence of Mandela and those people.

I consider that I have matured as a result of the
impact of the association with those tried and tested
leaders of our people

I have matured, I'm much developed than I was before
I wet them and I'w not ashamed, I'm very proud %o
gay that it was as a result of association with them.

I think as a result of association with them and as
a result of the hardship of prison, I think adversity has
both possibilities of destroying and at the same time of
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The hardship which they've exPerienced in Jjail has

had the impact of drawing out of them the very best and

T think that some of the gualities which have come out of
thew in the long run would not have come out as they have

done had they not been subjected *to the fire of hardship.

I think men are like clay, or types of ssoil

Tf wou
11 ¥you

subject some types of soil, say sand, to fire the tendency

is that it will

crumble and fall apart
If m® you subject clay to heat it becomes stronger
and stronger and I think that is the type of mimpact that
adversity has also on men.
So I would sayboth as a result of the hardship of
a prison term and also as a result of meeting seasoned

=R §

think T have changed a lot from what I was at the tiwme.
Now why did some of the other defendants in the

Saso trial who went through the same experience as you,

like Saths Cooper and Muntu and those people, why didn't

they change the way you did? Whaty do they still say whites

In the interview with xk® me thev just wouldn't see
wl R o T v LS 5 -t L . e -
that experience as a positive one. Thev wouldn't sav
T PO i one, They ouldn't say
anything that you're saying about how terrific it was

to be exposed to Mendela, Why? What was the difference with

wr anwer the following

0
o
wan who has children, a number of them,
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perhaps four or five who therefore has because he is their

father, has got much more experience about life than

onto his offsprin

09

his experiences about life so as to
arm them to be better men, even better than himself, so
they can build upon the foundation he himself has laid.
Now some of the children may be prepared to heed
the senior voice of experience, be prepared to examine
what seniority has to say and see whther there is
nothing valuable that they can extract fpg thei® own

use tomorrow, even when the seniors pass

3

Some children way be prepared to do so. Other
children may not even be prepared to listen let alone
to extract and go through the painful experience of

internalizing and enriching themselwves from the experience

by

k

of their own father.
So what's going to happen in the long run is that
some of the ddildren will, those who are #not prepared

to listen to anything, will not learn anything. And as
a result they'll nevee appreciate the profmundity of
their father, of experience.

On the other hand those who will be prepared to

look and listen and where possible even to extract

and teke as provision for themselve

m

for the future

F

lessons from the experience of the

-
|
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own father gill

know exactly the value of their father

Long before he has passed out of their own lives.
Those children who'll therefore not have learned anything
from their father are likely to even despise him,

Not because he has not done his duty, bat because

they were not prepared to, they have not learned anything

from him,
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I think and hope that that example may perhaps

3

answer you in part. There way be other reasons which
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ar 8 not known to me.
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I think wmen who are prepared to learn from others
will have an opportunity onece they have learned to value
those men.,

But if not it is too bad. Agein, no watter how much
a parent may love ites child, if the child is not prepared
te learn from the father or from the parent nothing can
be done,

s g At What about these BC people who cawme off the Island

and the other ones who had the various experiences and

now in 1983 they say Look at our Azanian manifesto. We

are the real radicsls. We are Truly talking about
socialism, these charterists are talking about this
watered down version, its not mally the radical, the
real thing., How do you answer them?

Bdew e My simple attitude is that the Freedom Charfer
is 2 document which evolved and ewmerged out of the
suffering and struggles of our people, and I think that
much history records.

The Freedom Charter as I see the SAn situation today
continues to enjoy a lot of support from millions of
houselholds in our vast country.

It is not for me or any individual to decide whether

it truly reflects the aspirations of our people or nat.
the long run it is the reasction wof the masses

our people to the F,eedom Charter which must judge

Similarly, other memoranda which various groupings

have drawn up = you are talking about the Azanian

manifesto which I'm told was drafted recently at
-

nskraal. There are other documents which hawve heen

= 7
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drafted for instence what was earlier talked about as the

Mafekeng manifesto. T.ike what others tadk about as the

09

10-point programme etc etc.

5

You have these memoranda drafted from time to time.
But none of them in my judgement, none of them has ever
enjoyed the amount of support and acceptability which
the freedom Charter has xm enjoyed and continues to enjoy
today. That is wmy personal judgement.

But I content myself with the. fact that in thelong
run whetdhr the Freedom Charter is a valid document or
not will be decided by the masses of my country.

At this stage I think the wmost important thing
.t

o argue so much about what should happen

]

fter freedom - the people of SA will decide that, the
future will decide that,

I think what sjfi most important to me, even more
important than that I think, is whether we can bring
together those who are opposed to apattheid and con
apartheid and win freedom for our peodle.

And then I think we'll have an opportunity when the
people of our country will choose whether the Freedom

Ch

D

rter is the document which will be implemented and

¢ 2
which truly reflects their wminumum demands or not.

So I'm not woorried about the cri
F.eedom Charter by particulaXxr individuvals.

People may write articles, they may write books and
books condemning the Preedowm Charter (FC) - it is the
people of SA who will pass final judgewent.

What interests wme is how come they can actually
talk about this phenomenon called socialism which the
SAn government, other groups that talk about it get into

trouble, I just wonder whether you agree with that?
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tel... Yes, well two things of course could happen.
Ordinarily, a little child will see a candle
that's burning and because it looks beautifil that child
will go and grab that thing actuall
unaware of the danger of the thing.
It may well be that that is what is happening.
There could be other reasons.
We want a SA in which the people of SA may rule.
Those who talk about the need for social ism, they want

Fim M 3
to have socla

f'—'

ism - I don't know to what extent they

have consulted with the people of SA to Be able to say

cu

the people of SA want socialism, A,d at the same time it

is quite queer that such calls shouvld be wade in the
context of our country.

And that the rulers of our country do not react to
that type of thing, where the FC, a document which merely
says there must be redistribution of the wealth among the
people of our country, actually went on trial in56 -
from 56-61, actually where the Nats were saying that to
gay that the wwalth of the country must be given Mk fto

the people of SA, that that was ectuall
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vite queer that some groupings within

SA can actually say that they want socialism, they are

coinge to build socialism along the lines of what we =see
going to builc La alisn long the lines of what we see
for instance in the Soviet Union and countries like those

And yvet you find there is no reaction from the state
w w st o = - .
I can't explain it.
3 (R What do you think threatens the state more - the

progressive non-racial line, or black consciousness,

Blos o I think if the behaviour of the SAn govt is

antyhing to go by then the dewocratic wovement is

1 dangerous

by the Nationalist govt as the most d:
£

ARGHIVE FOR JUSTICE




110 S 186

In terms of support within the country, townships,

and locations, within, even in the xxaXw outlying rural
paets of the ountry and even with statements of men like

Gatsha and

@

o on, the democratic wovement is perceived
as the real threat which in the long run will carry the
day for a free and non-racial SA,.
In spite of their hot rhetoric, the otlier smaller
groupings are seen as dissipatory factors, dissipating
ht

the resistance to apartheid and therefore the figh

for freedom in our country.
¥ Can you compare to me the kind of awareness people
had of the ANC when you first ot into politics in the

late 60s and 70s and then since you got out of jail,
now., To me it =seems an incredible, much more openness
about the ANC, just in terms of the songs, what people

are talking about - obviously hey can't talk too openly

because it'S trouble but can you talk to me about that,

what kind of change have you seen specifically about the
ANCIR
... I agree with you eatirely that in the period before

we went to jail there was certainly much less awarene
of the African NAtional Congress in particular than there
is today.

I think that today the ANC or talk of the ANC is

daily bread so to speak. Its alwmost like our father to

J
talk about it. I think an increasing number of young
people in the townships are saying today that the ANC

was formed in 1912 as the first liberation organization
of our people and by that fact alone the ANC became
our natural political home.

A lerge number of young people today are saying so

- you go to any public meetings today: if they are not

ARGHIVE FOR JUSTICE




o

ARGHIVE FOR JUSTICE

-

-'Pfll‘

8L, 226

singing about Oliver Tambo then they are singing dout
Nelson Mandela or they're singing about Joe Slove ete.
You find that is 2 phenomenon that we found. When
I came back from jail really I found the country had
changed so to say. People just talk about the ANC.

And in meetings you see them, public meetings you

aee

<t

@D

1em going in the ANC colours, which are well-known
colours.,

And I *hink even Gatsha Buthlezi has admitted today

that there is a real presence of the ANC in the country.
He feels it there, it is in the paths of almost everybody

m

specially the young people, are head over heels in

love Hmad with the ANC - it's a reality which is there.

The Hqts themselves admit it.

As a matter of fact, the Nats now are acousing the UDF

of being a front of the ANC in spite of the faect that
we have said quite clearly that we are a particular
initiative committed to opposition to Constitution ACYT
the Black Local Authorities Act and the other related

lesis

-

ation,
But so conscious are the Nats of the ANC today that
any opposition, any voice of opposition that they feel

in the country, they Jjust perceive as the ANC,

So the presence of the ANC today is

no household in the townships which does not say one wag

or the other -~ either if it is not discussing the ANC

b2

it knows that the ANC is a reality which is here with us
Aind it's heme to s#ay.

How do people hear about the ANC?

—

t's a pity man - I don't think I could giwve

inférmation, any énformation as to how... Maybe it may

also be in part becavse of the broadcatss of the HNC,
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perhaps from other countries, something like that,

=

may also be from the court cases - so many of the
court cases of the trained guerillas who are being tried
today now in the country. Occasionally in the earlie
period you  used to find pamphlets expdoded here and there
and S0 on.

There've been things of that nature which have

there. So I think it's a whole combination of
Sometimes I think even the ministers of law and order

into the country and so on. That wmay also be in part be

gome of the thing

.,._'

When I was detained by the security police at CR

Swart Square not so long 2go, about two weeks ago, one

of the peculiar things that happened to me was that a
captain Mecram (phon) who is a security police captian
at CR Swart Durban suddenly conf

onted me and said Took

you, I am informed that there a2re some trained people

here, or sowe ftrained person who is roaming around
Durban here (trained militarily that is) and then he’
asked me whether I Imew such a person.

of course‘I denied this question. But if security -

ﬁnteWJJwEﬂce wan, he's a security policewan -
h

(o
@

and this

[

f even they themselves say that there are people of the

country who are roaming the country and so on, and now

of course there are an increasing number of sabotages in
the country and one sees a sabotage act there and one

doen't always hear that those people have been srrested
and g0 on,so one can asume that even those people are
roaming around the country, maybe in part also that could

be one of the ways in which information is getting dissemin-
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And then of course it's a whole lot of people I'm
sure who have been members and part and parcel of the
ANC from before it was banned and so on, who maybe in
the changed circumstances from what we had earlier om
in the fifites or 60s may perhaps now be coming forward

perhaps to discuss the ANC and things like that.

You still have symbols who are associated with the
ANC 1like Mrs Sisulu whose husband is dotng a life
sentence and =0 on.

You have people like our president in the UDF -
Mrs Sieulu is also a president - for instance Gumede from
Durban who himslef has been associated with the ANC

over many years and sSo on.

And then you have people like the other president,

e

Oscar Mpetha from Cspe Town who also over many years
apparently has also been involved with the ANC,

And also of course some of us who - I've been in
jail myself - I have met People like Mandela like TI've
ust been telling you and so on. So I've been, theere
is something like the ANC and quite obviously its part

and parcel of my life now.

T mean Mandela, Sisulu and all these cowrades are

of My 1life with them and there's no way in which I can
talk about my experience in Robben Island as a politieal

prisoner of the SAn govt without wmentioning the

way or the other because Mandela is one of the leaders

o
h
+
=3
()

ANC.,

And

o

f course we reed a lot, the literature, books

#

1ike the late Chief Tutpli 'Tet My People Go md go on,

books which are not banned books and which are available
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which do talk about the ANC and so on.

And then all of these, w 2 whole combination of
factors make for it.

And of course one thing you have to understand - if
you consider that the ANC was formed in 1912, that is
throughout up to now which is something like sbout more
than B70 years I think now of presence in the country;

it is natural that so many people should know about the

ANC in spite of the suppression and repression byéhe

s 5 v R Do people ever talk about the PAC?

|
1
tl.eees Well, T don't know really, Here and there I think
comment on the PAC and of late I thiénk, I don't know when
last I heard about the PAC.
You may find here and there some people who perhaps
may have been associated with the PAC in the past. But
really we know very little about the PAC.

I know some of the DPAC people myself, I even know

Pokel

L4 =
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himslef, I spent Hime with him on Robben Island

Ott
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very little that is known

about the PAC

Not unless perhaps I am wisreading the situation

somewhat,

JLeoes I've interviewed some mothers of people who left the
country to go for ftraining - just about their experiences
ang their feelings - could you tell me, was that something
which was z=x® a marked differencefrom when ju went in?

Not to be sepcific bhut just the kind of general
awareness of so and ao's left the country, that there are
people going for training, that generasl wawareness, Is that
more now in the 80s than it was in the early 70s?

Y . .. It's quite unfortunate - I don't know perhaps its
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because of the time at whiech I'wm coming back into the
country from Robben Island but I wust admi?t that I
haven't experienced that much.

T can't even, I'm trying to think about a specific

example.,

But the point is that except for the mothers of those

people, who have either been sent to Robben Island and
are serving sentences or have been hung or have one way
or the other died - I do know mothers of some of the people
who have gone through those calamities, otherwise I'm
not ®m aware, I know very little about it.

TLet me ask you thim way: If someone goes on trial
and it's for an overt ¥ ANC ting, is there fear in the

: ’ ay b Ld e

community, is there ostracizing of that person or i1s

there support for the families of those people?
[ would say that I think there is guite & lot of

qwrm-r\q'f—-l‘\ff q-F’ course.,
SYMI LILY P - AL S
apartheid xxX= in

sland

thing going to

our

it's a struggle

.
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ne more of our people who's prepar

m

m
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against this type of thing.

Y 2 ~TT - A= n -
So when people have in way way or the othe
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associated with opposition to apartheid there is general
admigfition for thew.
gition for thew
(Side one ends)
Side Two 000
e s +ve Thet! s obvion
j 1

violence, they're

o

response of the black community if there's a railwayline

6]

blown up or say the Pretoris blast, something like that?

D

What is the response of the blacks you come into
contactwith?
L seions Naturally our people are not keen on bloodshed as
guch.
But within  our communities I think there 1is

| reneral appreciation and understanding of why some - an
= f i gt Cas = e - e B W

es pushed to adbpt those method: .
And so when a sabotage action takes place, people

g A St 1

have no sympathy with the government. They understnd that

here is a governmenthich has actually given birth
throueh its policies to men who resort to wethods of this
nature.

That is now the attitude which I persomally have
experienced, coming from within our w® own communities.

At the same time I know the majority of white
people like, will think, will tend to condewn that type
of thing an@éo on.

ause they don't understand what the

1
really of /life ynder apertheid conditions is.

Took, you have =& man like Nelson Mandela who became

ARGHIVE FOR JUSTICE
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who was part and parcel of the initial decision to take

up arwed struggle in this country. And when you look at the
time was started dvring 61, and you look a2t where the

ANC hadcome frow from 1912, a stretch of about 49 to

fifty years of patient and persuasive methods which in

their judgewment did not persu

!-l)

de whites at all.

[
As a matter of fact Tuwtului in his Let My People
/\‘
Go in 52 already was asking the question, who will deny

that 30 years of my life have been spent knoching patently,

moderately and modestly at a closed and b d door?
What have been the fruit of wmy wany years of moderation.

That w97{n 52 TETTE PRINEE bnet HeeetTon

So by 61 when Mandela and others decided,No, the
time has come for us to take ¥ up to arms, it is not a
thing because our people Jjust like to have bloodshed.

But almost 50 years of persudaing the Nats had not, or

white ople had not yielded eny result.
SoAt was bound to come that &mome people would lose
patience. And I think 2n in@reasing number of young people

in our country today, if the cases, sabotage activity
and cases which we see in our country are anything to go

by an increasipg number of 3Iug people are =esorting to

We have made that peint so clear also in our letter

to the prime minister recently that if you continue to

maintain the apartheid policies whieh you are pursuing,

overnments which have gone

before your govt, you are merely fanning fires of an

even deeper racial and violent conflict in the country.
Hence we actually made Xxhax the point that if the new

constitution Aet ceme to pass, it was juts going to deepen

the conflict even further. And that is why many of us,

those of us now who constitute the UDF have

actually
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decided that we must stand on our feet and organize and

express opposition to this new constitution because we

m
<t

ee it as nothing else but a recipe for further violence’

n th

m

[

country.

Because just as much as the Nats are clinging so
tenaciously and selfishly to life all by themselves and
denying our people full right and participation in SA, so

”

too any increasing number of uncompromising freedomw

7
fighters is being born, from those shacks of Crossroads,
Inanda, Orlando East, so too is being born from those

household of the locations of our country men who will
sacrifice everything including their own life b see

to it Im that injustice is done away with and that freedom
comes to pass inthis country.

And we pealigse that here therefo there is

o oy
goin

ﬂ

to be a collision of two very strong and powerful tendenc-
ies in the process. Each one of us will filnd themselves

forced and pushed into a situation which may have very

We wmade that point fo PW Botha quite clear in the
letter we wrote to him. That is why we called on him %o
abandon the Constitution Act in that letter, to release
all the political prisoners, to recall all SAns who have
been exiled and to unban those who have been banned,

SA, 2ll of thew, participate

wilding up a constitution that will be acceptable to
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for peace inm this

country. We can't see it coming to pass in any other way.

L L Did you get an answer to that letter?
Tles iwe We are still waiting for him to reply to us. We

agssumed that at the time we wrote the letter he was Very

busy with the referendum. We have in our press statement

ARGHIVE FOR JUSTICE
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which we released yesterday, we have made the point that
the referendumr is behind us and we hope that he will
have time, now he has time, to devote attention to that
letter, and wost important the contents and issues which
have been raised in that letter. And then of course to
honour us with a reply.

Jfeeans Briefly, I don't want us to get sidetracked by it,

what was your reaction to the vote yesterday?

The outcome, what's the reaction of the UDF to the

L LG (OS2 F) £ ~ 9

2 B Well our attitude really has been, has always been

(%

that this referendum was gmrgainal affair,
It does not, we said, address itself to the central
question about the South Africen political problem.

0f course

e, for PW Botha, the results will give him

support of the people of SA and so on
But only just a little wmore than 1-million people

voted for the new constitutior

fof this countryk is some 30-wmillion plus today.

And & we hope that he is not going to be fooled by”
the fact that some whites voted for this thing. As a
metter of faect if you take into account the numbers of
whites who voted #ainst hie new constitution, you take
those who did not vote at 211 and you take those whose

papers were spoilt, you find that he can not even

Q
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majority support of whites for the new

So the whole thing means nothing as far as we are
concerned. And this is why we are saying to him that

he must noew focus attention on the contents of the

letter the UDF addressed to him. And replyv

ARGHIVE FOR JUSTICE
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There's a lot of talk that the West is pleased
about this xf reform. What is the attitude of the people
to the West these days. How do they feel about the West
and the way it's involved in SA, I'm talking about the
Reagan administration.

The United States in particular has come under heawy
fire from our people. At the national lauenh of the UDF

in Avgust 20 in Mitchell's Plain

n, the point was made

in a resolution which was adopted on imperialism, that

?

the US first and forewmost must stop peddling the so-called

o 5 -

new deal of PW RBotha which te US has been extolling

w
(4]

’ ' . " - A
a step in the right dilerection through their constructive

concerned, because we are serving

terms with Neamibian freedom fighters on Robben Island,
the struggle of the people of Namibia is being held up

7 ls
today because/(bmﬁmq/boer)—boys have got the support of

Reagan in particular, who is saying that the people

of Nambibia get their country the Cubans must leave

We can't see how the question of the Cubans in
hould become a stumbling block for the people
et their countryx back

And yet that is what the govt of the US is doing.

o

w

It is actually aiding and abetting the Nats. That's h
we are perceiving the US, to be plawing 2 role which is

&

n this country.
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n our oppression
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Then to a lesser extent other countries in the west,
like Britain and I think Cenada, the so-called western
who for 2 very long period of time amongst
other hings stalled on the guestion of the independence
of Namibia. Of course now they have left, it'S only theUS
which rewains, which is a good thing for us.

In the context of the struggle of our people in this
country the US is still T convince our people that it
is mmwwt¥® committed to a struggle against apartheid.

At the moment everything that the US has done and is

doing, especially with +this admini
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taking place in oup

And because in supporting the new constitution Act,
=
ag our people were coming down at Mitchell'. Plain in
thousands to form an organization to protest the new

S 4 U

constitution of bptha, the US abroad was trying to ¢

O

nvin
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e

other nations of the world that in fact the new constitutio

=
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So the US, in the campaign against the new constution

emerged clearly as undermining ou

s

efforts as oppressed

)
o

people opposing apartheid, it came out elearly opposing
us and instead, side by side with Botha it has been
trying to convince the world that the world must accept

SA because SA is doing right by us. We are unhappy

about it

. What if someone were to ask you ;urely you must be
o

pleased with this reform because it'll mean that the

Nate will be easier o&n you, the reform will mean that there

won't be as much repression? Do you expect less repression?
Look, we have made tie point quite clear in our

campaign against this new deal, the new Constitution Act

in particular, that this here is nothine elsae but o

—~
=]
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his new Constitution Act
they are not giwming the coloured and Indian people the
t to vote because they now have come to accept the
coloured and Indian people as human beings and equals

In the first place the very fact tha t the so-called
Indien people will have a house of delegates of their
own somewhere and then pthere will be a shack which will

be callled the House of Coloured Representatives some-

that the coloured and indian people are not vet
3 I
acceptable and are not yet mcepted as human beings

Now that says quite clearly that apartheid is still

written deep in this new constitution thev are talking
about. That's point one.

But now if they have not accepted the Indian =d

o 4 v i 1 21U

coloured people as eaqual human beings like themselves

reason that today with the emealatin
in the country and on the borders of our country, the

Nats need young people from those racial groupi

b

-

79
n

need them ag tools which will carry the PN rifles and

defend apnrtheid with
leienda aprineilc LTI

+1 - P =
their own lives,
L5

So hey'll give them the votine richt tm¥ so that

tomorrow they can force the young, their children
: 3 . the young r childr

hildren, into

the armed forces to go and fight and defend apartheid
with their own lives,
That'S what this whole thing is all about. There's

no question of it becoming better for us atsll.

That is why when it comes to the question of loc

)]
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affairs they have said now look,they are going to give
the indian and coloured people local government. You
know what that weans? It wmeans that the Indian people must
live in Chatsworth. They must remain in such squalid
townships as Marabastad in Pretoria.

They must remain e in all the poorest and least-
equippXed areas where they are staying # today., They
must have local government there. They must remain there
with the problems whiech they have @a@ays suffered all along.
They are saying, let the coloured people have own
or local affairs gdévernment. A.d that means

coloured people must remain in Noordegesig. It means

they must remain

.._1

n Mitchell's Prain, in Manenburg,
in Wentworth.
They must remain in exagﬁ&y those squalid and poor

conditions where they have Qﬂw9yq been. So what is

ide of 'P\:nvwv\r*r local

happening? I mean what is the pri

covernment in Noprdegesig? What is there to be proud of
government No legesig? Whe is there be 1 ud of

in a location like Marabastad? What is there that the
indian people and the coloured people ought to be proud of

Sp the new constitution does not even do away with
the powerty and squalor and dehumanizing conditions in
0 : - P
which our people are living¥s)

otherwise. And thi= is “%y'v@ are not Poled into
accepting that thing. And we will never accept it, you
see. It is completely unacceptable. It means néthing.

All that 1t can mean is that Hendrikse will get higher
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to get worse. Because now their children are goin

r
o

leave them there and tey are going to go, and going to

F

fischt, against others of the Africens who are fi

(=2

«
-

against a sytem that prevents them leading a full and

democratic life in this country.

So the new deal is out, you can forget about it.
The Gommunity Councils Bill, what about those
The C nity i E

nromiges of they wey the urban blacks will heave their own
promises oi ¥ 3

3 r 3 e T em
grverrmert community councils, what are they @lling them,

municips

4]
b

ities. What do you think about?

A similar thing. You see this is why we have said
in the UDF that the Constitution ACt (CA) must not be seen
in isolation from the FKoornhof legislation., It is part aﬂd

parcel, it is one package. The Nats are just Tfﬁf“ﬂﬂflﬁj
the whole thing.

So all of these laws and bills must be sEen as a

are talking about is a similar thing.

the struggle in Soweto wes between the black YCU{'?‘ there
vii [ = S ;J.ﬁ\. - > L) > S - -
and +he @A+ white a2rmv +oday the whiteg are nulling out
S.LI wilc ATl WIL1UE LY 9 URPAS AN ILG Will 4 24

= | . T m :
of there, they are giving a bit wmore rights to Thebehali

and others. Aind they have set up the 21st Battalion
next to Soweto 28 his army.
Now Thebehali has given the 21st Bottalion the

freedom of Soweto. You know what's going to happen?

Tomorrow if and when our people should rise up against
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anything in Soweto, say perhaps even against

the implementation of this new deal, even against this
blﬁoﬁ Local Authorities Act itself, what's going %o
happen is that Thebehali as the municipality will now
have the right to call upon the 21st Battalion, which
consists of black unemployed young people whd have been

1

Lom

drawn Soweto, trained

they are bein

=

-

tomorrow

of Soweto

A ! £ :
Soweto and shoo

- 3 -
sterday were p carr
\ ]

thevtre dele

retreating

and sayir

means now Soweto will be go

by Thebehali and a number o

Those are the same fel
agame time with the 2?1t Rat
it @against our ® own Ppeo

The Black Local Author

that, nothing lese.

el

o1

freedom

h 1,“.:171‘(\n~q,:-(~] ':‘l] 9"!“’9"‘(\, vou 110w {—%C-rr hatre A

T R s o vy - - Ve v o MM Pkl U VY i % LISV S Uil L3

traditionally in Soweto where they say they are giving...
J g LNg

cive them municipal rights there which
E1VE e municipal rignt tnere wihlic

210

and then armed with FN rifles,

they are being igven the freedom
ey can have the freedom to

and kill our people if our

ovt and Thebehali in any

neerned the question of the

Jjust passing on

et

opted, g)efi val from
wo will perform the tasks
ied out by whites digfetly

e RS, e
o S = = .

ot ]

5. 7

pde

ttle t, extending that

]

1

.
vernment whollve and toally

f his fellowe and so
lows who are being armed a2t the
talion, so that they can use
nle,
ities Act amounts simply to

— A o il ekl o™ | T

Soweto tomorrow, what
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Jieao hat they gave to Koornhof?
+1

freedom of Soweto or the freedom of Johannesbures

LIl
LJ'

[

Mow what happens there is thatz whoever has been
given the freedom of a particular place is free to =wcowe

into that place any time and receive anything he likes

to have free of charge., At least, at the expense of the

m

inhabitants of the area.

G What did you mean by tomorrow?
;g B o no, I mean tomorrow in the context of the future.
- i A Sg is that figuratively that they're giving is or
are they making some kind of ceremony?
liis No no, he has actwally given the 21st Battalion
the freedom of Soweto. So that army has got the freedom
of Soweto, it can come into Soweto, it ean get into
any shop, members of that 21st Battalion, they can have
cooldrinks free of charge, they can do antghding they
like,

I Think they also now, guite obviously, they also
have the right, they can quite even just shoot anybody
there. That', what Thebehalil's going to use them to do
tomorrow, you know,

i S Yo spoke about relations with the West. What do

blacks these daysm, what %*m do the people think about

Mhe AP cavre mern] are scasred ~ mimis
The SABC says people are scared of communism,
they reject the Eazst. What's the reality?
: - I'm afraid really, I don't think, unfortunately

I don't think I ean say much on that.
At the national launch though, of the UDF one of

the speakers, and I thought thatv was quite peculiar, one

b

Q

the speakers made the point that the socialist countries,

ARGHIVE FOR JUSTICE
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that peculiarly,

was to clap and shout and 3ll kinds

whistles and so on, which

sentiment as expressed, if that i
I think at the same time the

have been watching struggles as th
& Sy = vil
::lﬂﬂ T -i-h.';'rlh nne Af +he +1n-iuﬂq co

that the Soviet Union, ete, ar

Q
©
2
=
+
H
l_l-
D]

have

onnres

I wean if you look at Zimbabwe for
look at Mozambique, wou take Angol

of thozse countriesz - who did thevw

arainsgt Western

AT

not allies of the countries which

exXpregger

and

2692

saying no to apartheid

sunported

9 of the opeople
s of cheers and
d approwal of the
s anything to go by.
people in our country

ey have been waged around
ming forward now is

m

be

m

cinn

[N

m

e e
ng to b

always and are increasii

Lde

B
uQ

]_l
e

sed peomples

a and

countries h%*hwers oppressing
[ 2

I
[
L§

B

those

were a

They were 2allies of the people who were opnressed
DEeOp. 10 WET'e Ooppre 1
A Then T 1r - ~ .
And then you look are oppressed, when they finally
resort to arms, and you look at the weapon they use, the

which has almost become =

o T

o I think people

are beginning to interpret them in

mean to them.

Mhesxsr maan
e I Y i © -

had to resort to arms, the AK47
I-mean look at the

of freedom.

came to a push and you
rould be the arms
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installations of the Nationalist govt, you always fi

nd
that Mr Le Grange will always say that it was a Russian

limpet mine, it was a Kuﬂqi?ﬁ AXA? and so on.

i i

So I think increasingly our people are beginning to

rceive the socialist countries - now perhaps it may

well be one of the reasons why Azapo, Cooper and
comnany are Q,’D-rr-]"n e o | a;m'!r we (,rg‘p'l- ann-', o714 am Qnd -no-!—'}.-, 4 ne
S . Ld - o == eds -— LW P L v 4L S T < 4 Ll Vil A b
else and so on. Perhaps also in a way they are expressing
& = = J = L LU Do Lils

the countries which arex interested in our freedom frow

Those are sowe of the evidences which

T can kind

k generall

5= - Y Ll

7 that

(e
6]

[ &

the attitude as I read it from these public developments

L]
You talked about response to incidents. I want to take

nt, the Pretoria blast, was there a specially

e
-+

T see it as a kind of watershed and T'm wonderinge

Unfortunately you see there is a pojnt that now most

of these blastsm, sabotage activities are not widely

I think the govt has come under pressure in our
country and insisted that they wust reduce their

reporting on this aspect., I would have been much better

placed had I been in Pretoria to guage the reaction of

£
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9]
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et
b
D
+
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D
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ot here, T was down in Natal,
Surely they hesrd off It in Natal?

My point is that I would have been better placed

+
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was immeduately on the mpmxxy svot
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