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jf. ... the forTation of the UD~. Doe8 t~is Take 

tl . .•. 

you feel that all kinds of open o-rganiz~tion~ 

possible, that, does UDF mean thqt 2ny kind of 

a-~ed struggls is no ~ore necessPrJ becRuse there ' s 

this t:!Onderful democratic ,9--olre'T'en t that expresses the 

e ople ' 8 \'!ishe s . \..-/ 

Does it az in any way replace the existing historical 

movements for change in SA both leg2l ~ d illegBl? 

the :crmPtion of th UDF ~ust be ~een in the troad 

context of the historical strug;le of 

this country. 

T'l-tose 0~ } 
us who pert; c~ate in the unp as <=m intiA.+ive 

cf tho 80s do so fully 81.'lare that the ~truggle of our 

ueople does net begin today . It goe~ 

and Enrope~ms on the shores of our(' ntry. 

We see the UDF as both BJ reply and assurance to 

those VJ!'lc are critical of the perfor!'J'lance of ou-r fore -

fathers that •ve will not allo••r those stru~gles to have 

been in vain. 

So wo sec ourselve~ as an inti at ive ~hich·merely 

complf rrents a struggle which t~ already been vraged fo-r 

a very lone tirr:e before we carre onto the scene. 

The n2tional launc~ of the UDF , in adoptinf ;t~ ' 

working principles found it absolutely :rH'('r-~sary to 
(1. 

draw 8.N rlA.use into its •••orking prici nles, what yonR could 
/\ 

call a c~nstitution of the UDF , a clause to the effect 

that the UDF shall not purport to replace the accredited 

liberation ~ovements of our peorle . 

I think that cl8.use wa~ added as an aclr.nc••'ledger"~ent 

o~ the fpct tha+ there are leaders , people ... ~o have ~o 
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nerformed in the struggle of our people that they 

have won for themselves both in the homes and the hear~s 

of our people a very srecial place. 

Therof0re the UD~ r~~ only be ~ee~ as comnle~enting 

the struggle ~~ich has been going on long before we r~me 

onto the scere . 

We launched the ~D~ aware that there were already 
formed 

or[;anizn t j ons~in our countr~r which v'ere engaging the 

~ ~tionBlist government ~n ar~ed struggle . 

Thoa"of us who joined the intitative ofhe UDk' 

found it aosolutely necessary ~~ S0lnd a voicP of warning 

to a government i''hich v1as ~dvanring nolicies which 

we see as a formula for the deepening of r'=lciel and~ 

violent conflict vrhict;(W alre8.dy raging in our rountry . 

The a t titude of the ~~ts in insisting on the raciai 

and apartheid uolicies and also the nolicies of govern~ents 

which ~.orent even before 1948 w}'lic, have consistently 

denied our people the right to perti~inate in tte 

governi!:ent of this country were the ones whd>ch led to 

the decision v1hich r1endela , Sisulu and other ' took in 

1961 in forming the Spear of the IJA.ti on , Mk'h.onto V!e SiZ\·Je. 

And '.•!hils +. th~t i q not publ irl~r '=lCl-rnowldged today , 

the policte9 - even the amendments to the ronstitution 

"''hich the SAn govt is no\•' effec t ing- gre nS a result 

precisely of that decision . , 

We are afraid that unless t:,e SAn ,:ov+ he~=>ds the 

c;:;~.ll 1·rhich was "!'ade in '61 already by M"'ndela hirrself on 

behalf of the MTC at the tirre w"lich was leadin~ our 

people and subsequently one which even ,,,a ourselves are 

tr.aking ~today that they should rele'=lse N'Rndela and all 

the other noli tic:sa l prisonerR , t=1llo\•' all thos(' pPople 

who PrP banned and restricted to ~ove and particin~te 
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freely in the debate which is taking place in our country. 

And also to allow SAns \•'ho have been exiled by 

the unacceptable policies of this eovern~Pnt to come 

bPcl~ l"ome unconditiol'lally and particinate with other 

South Afr i cans , black and white, Indian and coloured, as 

elluals and countrymen in threshing ont a C'nnstitution 

that will be ~cceptable t o all. 

We feel that it is only vTien the govt of SA shall 

heed that -.ro5ce that thhere may be possibilities of 

working out a peaceful situPtion in our country and 

one which will actually be accentahle to humanity . 

Otherwise we feel that to talk of peace in the 

context of a r.ountry in wbi0~ there is no justice is 

indeed to dream. 

~or as far as ~e are concPrned we cannot see peace 

coming to pass in this country or any~,o~rbere in the 

world unlesq there is justice. We think the formula to 

pe?ce is juf:tir"' . The :policies the [;ove,...nmen t is pursuinj 

are unjust and therefore they c~m only lead to further 

conflict and violence in thiq 0ountry and ~"' are worried 

about t hat . 

This is l·rhy we are TbP1~ing the risks, Taking the 

sacrifice~ we are lf-:lking to try to raise the consci~"YlC'P 

of the Nationalist govt,to t:!:'y to awaken t herr tc the 

real dangers whicb lie a.~ead unless they r"hPnge their 

attitude. 

Briefly - the govt calls it8 changef: ' r~"for~ ' . Do 

you aC'ce~t that as a cha.ract~"ri?ation of' \•'h<'lt ' ~ going on? 

If reform means adapting aparthei~ so that it is 

a bit 1Jl0,...e Pcce:ptable then what v1e a.re talking about is 

reform. 

Bu t as far as vre are concerned, what is taking ul<-lc e.. 
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in the 0nuntry today is not by any Ptretch of the 

iwagination a change in any way . 

Vlhat is taking place is just a refurbishir..g giving 

apartheid a wore accept~ble fPcc . 

And certai nly apartheid has a.lread~r been rejcc t f'd 

by our :peopl e . To reforrr:ulate apc>rthe i d and urPsent it 

give it a new face dOP9 no t change t hat fac t t hat i t 

remPins apar t heid di~crirrination . 

T~ere fore i t re~2 in9 unR cceptable t o us . 

jf... BC b~cl.<::sround . Can you tell rue j ust<?. bit about your 

politicel deveJon~ent . I ' d be inter ested t o ~now , did you 

corr:c frow a political family , was it scwe t ing i:nPvit~ble 

that you ' d get interested in poli t ics or ••• 

t l .... Well I don ' t corrP f ,... om Ft fatri l&ly tha t C'ould bP 

said to be a politica l f~~ily . 

Ny famil~r iq a fatri l y like any othc:r ordinary African 

f~IT'ily ,.,!'lie~ you find in 511 .• IV.y fat!:er \•'aS part and parcel 

in 1g47 as a ynung mPn a~ of the squatter catrps and the 

cam"98ign , SOfa Sonl':.r (rhon) '1.t the tir.:e when people were 

stru0gling for houqing inJohannncsburg , just across 

next to Dubs . 

At the time our peo~lc were s tru~cling to have 

hous tE.ng t'-1erP , that ,.,as soon afterl the SPC'ond world "Jar . 

And boc~use of the impac t of the development of 

secondary industry i n \•!W2 !!lOSt nf , q:Ji te a lot of our 

neo'Jle ~;rere drswn from the ryral areas , they CPrr.Je 

and for~ed an urban proletar iat . 

rr;y father vras part and parce l of that . He of course 

had come f.,... on> the Frc c Stat e . But he is not in any way 

you could talk Pbout as a noltiicRl RctiviPt . 

So I }1::1ve a bRc'"gnound whic,.., is fairly well , 

African , Fai~ly ordinary . But because the life of our 



4/... 105 

people in this rountry is pcrTeatgd by unjust 

discri~inatcry la~s one finds o~esrlf consitcntly 

confronted \'lith apcrtheid in one form or another . 

I think l~ try involvement \''2<"' therefore inevitAble 

in the sense that daily involve~rnt wit~ the nass lP~s 

; n }!2I .... i8ular arouf'ed 1:1y conscioLlSness to this . 

A.nd you lmo•·' of course there is ~n obvious disr2ri ty 

of tre distribution of wealth in our country , \''here w~~n 
you mcvc into the tovmships end locations of the tovms 

qnd cities o~ c~r country ycu Pre i~mediately struck by 

the 0ontrast of the areas in •micb our people li~~ 

•··hi(!h are sr:_ualid, roo,..., virtur.tlly no facilities 

l·ih8 tsoever. 

Then of course the plush green p8rks , be~utiful , 

well- rainted homes of v1bi tes in the suburbs of our cities 

and I t~:i!lk th:?t imMediat ely struck a chord with -:re . 

In a 1·1ay I began to CC'"'CE i ve of the dispa.ri ties 

in terme o~ what is available to the vPxious racial groups 

in the country . And beginning an{building from there 
uv ... 

I thinl~ began the initial perceptUal that there •1as 11 

difference in te~ms of the treatment socorded to b1Pcr 

skinned peoples like myself and others who were 1.vhi te . 

::: think '-'S I grew up and was goint; 3rou7l.d the 

country I began to nerceive even core the f~t~ thRt 

qlcng the ~tr?ets, in .._~e sh0ns, ~t t~e railway st2tions, 

t!l.e treatment which ~o • r: were receivi.Y\g was certainly 

~ucb poorer ~nd left m~ch to be d~si~ed .~ 

( A s o:!;'roscd to who t white people 1·1ere ge ttine .\_~tr8.ll 

litlle things like tho~e. But this actually T thinl:, I 

regard those as tre for~~tive sta3es of my political 

developtrent . 

They ~re the very first tbin:s T bega~ to see, 
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\•'hich ""'ade ::ln x~DX£ impression . 

~he apueAl to me of the black con8ciousnees ;~ea 

as it e~erced on t~e horizon of ou~ country in the 

,_~te 60s "J:::tS thP f~r:t thet it v'RS s"yine; t"'at t"~--e treat-

t"lent "'h ich the bl'"'ck :rconle were re ce i vintr wn.s unfair 

and that ':Jhi te people were rr::sponsiblc !or this. 

And because of' the things 'vhic'11 I h"d ~een for 

myself , that immediately made sense to me and appe::lled 

to me . 

r1any of the genr<'l +;f) l of t yyng "!"\e ople to whom T 

belong , with '·Jhom I participated q,lso felt ttis way. 

T think it is partocularly so bec:::>use we came 

ir+o our own at '3 tiiT'e '·Jhen any mean ineful poli ticial 

?cti vi ty which h2d been tn.ldnc; place \•'i thin our com!I'uni ty 

had gone with the banning of the people ' s orgR~izAtions 

in 1Q60. 

So l·;e "Jere deprived '='mone othPr things of the l·real th 

of the heritage of strueel"' which others w,.,o h::td eone 

before us had already amessed. s~ we moved into the arena 

of fiz;hting ::llJOrthoid v;i thout the weapon of ex:rerience 

~<•hich other,:riae we would h:1ve enjoyed , hod the people 

who had gone before us not a::d!Hi:!:!~ sithcr be~r.. arrc~tPd 

ard locJ:.r:-d up in j'-li] o-r tnars just 8ort o.t' phAsed. 

out or left the C' ountry. 

S._ W~'> :r.oved i!lto this as virginq, coTn€)\tely, 

like small children who had no experience of vr'rat 

life is ?.nd \··auld evan handle "' burning candle ,,i 4-rout 

k.Ylowinc th8t because it is F~live it i:::: dt=tngerouC!. 

com~it ~ist~kes in ter~s of judgement with regard to 

a nu~ber of thingR. 

!<'inally, a s ':IE tr' overi rllnto the 70s t:"any of ue wr:>::e 
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beginninc to thinV. a bit mor~ h~rder ~oout the ~'n 

""roble:r. 

But we did not hnve the resources. If you v=nt onto 

uni,.rer~ity caTpuses at rnurfloor or (any bush collc"'"e) 

cuch of the history o 9 our people, very N rich ~istory 

people v·es no•·•here availeble in 

those instiutions, no lecturers, no tc~chers whether 

they be hieh sbhool or so on 1 were able to cnrnment or 

.:.r:orrr us abot::t v:hat or w"roo in fact we v:ere. That was 

what \•·as denied. 

In spite of that, our will to cha:!..len,::e A.nd do ~"l8Y 

v·i th apartheid retrained. ' 1e '•' ere al::.;n inspired by the 

strut;gles of pconle •·:ho were fielJ.ting on "the borders of 

our countries like Mozambique, Zi~bebwe, Angola etc. 

And v:i thin those strut;gles vre could see thet the 

6Gner~lly in Africa was Alive. 

Occasionally of "Ourc:::e :tm there \•'6::'€ Ftlso rcT)orts 

•·•hich fi 1 tered thTough about SAns '-'ho h::>d b-=cn el:i.led 

~nd who rerrain""d l oyel to the ~truggle 'Jf our !'lE? orle. 

::::;ven more important ~:ras tre constant T!'enticn of 

Nelson I·" an de la and the ot"h ers ,.,ho •.verc- then serving 

secnte:Pces on .:lobben Tc;:l~nd, w2 '•'e~re told because t'hey 

had d~.red to objoct to e.:P,rtheid :=JS '•'€ ourselves ;orPrc 
f\. 

r'l • 
c~ng. f 

!\nd we J.ftelt that ~:e had an obligation to express ou v-

sol idQri ty •·•i th tho~ r1en, to do so not j uet by ··•ord of 

mouth but by ectu~lly do ' nc something. 

Finally I tbink sorn~ of t....,e peoplE especie.lly 

tO\••ardS 76 •••ere thin1dng A. bit t.Prd, hc>rder fuan be for': 

in foot, Rnd ect,~lly ma~inc ~fforts to find out es to 

v~at re~lJy were the i~sucs involved D in the Sftn preble~. 
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I TI'lUSt s?y -t"'hPt \•'E' v•ere denied deene:r :Jnderstar.d; ng 

of the Sln problem - for rryseif I cen s~y thet T thin~ that 

risht up to tnc n~~iod of our arrest and coin~ into 

rrison. 

Going tc nobben Isl?nd ••. 

Are you sayine th~t you did have re9rect for 

llftandela before you went? If p-pt:l look bacl{ to the days 

when you vrerc in Saso - yrs. 
/ 

tl •••• But we worked very clo~ely ·~tn orcani~ation~ like 

the "'R"C and the student o-rg~nizatior...x, S'i.~r1 end a:any of 

the other or~P-ni~ations ~~ich were around 8t t~e ti~e. 

j f ••.• :rO\v \·!it,... those people at t'hat tit:'e, se.y the early 

tl ..• 

70s, when you thought of Jlfl~n~el£1, was there no feeline, 

you felt i~rredi~te sup~ort for hi~? I tnougbt BC rcople 

'vere 8 bit scentical in tho;:e times. 

:!'ro no no, that would, is e mist:1.ken impression. 

As a tr~tcr of f~ct t}:l~rE ; c he.rdly any s"'"'r.ech ~·hich we 

deli vere cl in tb. e Farly dr.>ys of 8 ~Ro ~nd "98, right thro•1g~ 

until our arrest, thfre "as h2rdly one speech .rrich 

Sisulu, Sobukve 2nd others ···ere the rightfu~ leaders 

of our people. 

That has never been in doubt ~t t,...at stage. 
7~ J-c~~ ~ 
~t~ 

Even in our ~··· e :=:: ',"'hen ,,,e •.·tere ::-~rrested 'ind 

finally charged in Pretoria one of the assertl'"'nf' of the 

'Prosecution in our trial ''i8S that ;ve •vere re Gpo~si ble for 

popularizin[ communists such as ~andel 0 , Ahmed Kathr2da, 

\'/alter Sisulu, f'Jbeki, who were servin~ prison terms for 

having ~rnpted to cverthro•·.r "the SAn sta-te by violent 

TC::J.ns. 

S ..... it is, I can -::>ssert "'i tb certainty, thet t"Pe BCI1 

of our ti~ehas alvoys asserted and accented without 8.ny 
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question, the leadcr~hip of ielson Mandela , ~rd ' 

others, as the rightful leaders of our neoule. 

j f ••. /hat would J'OU have said in those tirr.es about 

sorreone like :DsT'ni~ ~"'oldbarg , 'v\''ho vras sentenced 't'i th 

r.'l:mdcl~ but w<'lsn ' t bl ack'? What did yo':. feel Rbout 

the involvemPnt of 1vr.i tes then? 

tl • • • To 8 very larr;e extend the attitude of Saso was not 

one of dirPct participation with lvhite people in the 

struggle . 

We ''"E!Jt our distance l•ri th regard -l:o thew , but I 

think ,,,e a '"' 'k'1.o\vled,ged the fact th::~t there v1ere whi tP 

people ~trho pa.rt:iC'in:=tted in the struggle and w'h.o h:=d 

r"c=td r ~c=tC'rifice~ even before we came tn nass "lhich were 

unp~r~llcll erl i'1 the history of our • • 

But we did not advocate and I wust say in all fair­
ut(<2-

ness ,.,e did not consider that it waz:::. ~ topc=trticipate 

~irectly on a day- to- day basis with v~ites in the 

strugzle as such . 

However it i"l also true that the l'T'en who fomred 

~aso like Steva Biko, Charles I~sibisi (nho~~T, Rarney 

Pityana, Heron Nqakulu (nhon) had t hem Relves been 

long-standing members of the NAtional Union of SA Students . 

Before the formation of Saoo . 

They c~we to forrn 8?~0 c=ts a breakavray from NuHsas 
f'T'~i +~r and the "Gni v. l'if'ristian r1ovetr'El'lt , '"'n +11. of l•fl'lich had been 

organizations in ~trhi,..l-t there had been rlirect participation 

side by sine \vi th white shldents , those vihi te peonle who 

were ennosed to apartheid. 

These pao~le had come from there and the breakaway 

by Saso ,.,~s seen Tore in terms of p:rc=tC'tiC'::ll problems in 

the ::1Ctu::1l implnmentior of the thing , you formed in a 

way an involvement with Nusas . 
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Problems such as the Se::paratc Amenities Act \·rhich ,..,hen 

you 'vent to cor..ferences, for instance, meant that 

'•Jhilst l:lot,_ black and white stude!'lts as ::r.ernbE!:'s of Nueas 

could sit together in thr- course of the day in t~e 

conference setting , but x when t~e evening ceme 

they found the~selve9 conf!:'onted with the pr~obJem 

of sleening ACCOT"'odation where the Sep Atrenties Act 

provided that we :w could not use t'he s~me amani ties •:1i th 

\·•hi te students or that they could!!'not use the sa~e arreni tes 

witll us . 

Qo it meant that white delegates to Fusas co~fPrences 

would hevc to go and sleep sorn1here e)f'se and then 

bl~ck dele~gates some,.,here else . 

This vras ~,sa result of the le~,ors whic,_ were really 

beyond Nuses ' control. But at the 9Hme time you foun1 that 

if you arrange accomodation alonG separatr lines you B!:'P 

not in position tc arr~nge accomodation of equ~l quality . 

Invariably you found co~plaintf rnming either from 

blacl< students, bcc;::>nse a rrajori ty cf ~:usas members "'Ere 

•.vhi te s tudcnts . 

And this ~,oras a practical problerr and of its O\\rn it 

generated a bit of dissaticf8ction. 

Then you have a problem such as the 72 hour c1a,Jse 

where if blacl{ students and white students went to the 

sa~e conference after 72 hours of participatinc in a 

confe!:'eD'"'€ blAr,,. students wonld find tr~"ti'seJves forced 

to le~vc the conferen'"'r-, go out of the ~ag~sterial di9trct 

in \·Jb ich the conference was tal<ing place a11d come r-:.ck 

at th~" end of the day to begin a nP ,,, 72 hou.,..."'l vici ~t 

which would allov' them to conti~ue to attend the c0nfcrence • 

. "ill of tr({ese were practicAl problems which imposed 

themselves on the situation. 
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Then there was an ever.. TT'UCh n:ore thoroughgoing 

trusas were white ?t.'Adents it :"'Eant that they were 

cor:;in.= fro:;J a background son:ewhat d:i f'ferent from \•'"~-; r"~-­

'''h; c""' tho majority black studen ts/vre:!'~{metr.bers of Nusao came 

from. 

,.,Jow if thry 
r}:.; 

came/the samP conferen8e, is8ues wrich 

•:Jere foremost in the winds of black students would not 

be foremost or would not iwpress th~mselves RS of urgency 

in the ,.....; vcts of ± •vhi te students . 

··lhen you •.·rent to the question of voting you \•'ould 

find thRt \'/hi te students f>IER~ on a number of occasions 

'···ould vote ae;ainst issues which blacl.r students felt very 

strongly about and which they fel + were verye very ur;:en+-

i<::9ues and whites stucPY"'ts would votr· aeainst thetr. 

Not so tr'lC,_, bevause they did not sympathi:i:e 

.,.,i th tbe argument , but sirr:ply because of their bacl~C"' OtPld 

the issue did not irr.pre~ itself on their Tinds as of 

such urgency as black students ~errcivcd it to be . 

1drl to that the i~pact of external developments 

in students movements - ehief rltrOY"'g which should be 

said ~~s the gtudents Non-Violence Co-ordinating Committee 

in +he ~nited st~te!=\ in 67 when Stoke1y C"rmich2el 

and others brol·e away from A multiracial organization 

in the 1!S . 

And then came forwe"':'d .,.,i +h couch sloe;ans as the 

call :or black pot·•er by Stokely Carmichael e.nd so on. 

Now all these ideas filtered through, came into our 

country - you can ±k add to that of t oourse that students 

themselves would go back i "'to l istory and read the writings 

for instance of the pan- Africarists on the African 

personFlli ty and things like that , the Bacl': to Africa 
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xxxx:x:~nxtiXJglNxtak:e:Y.aY.anm.D±nz.ti:Nn~':arva.:tixth-e:se-x:fa.a±nrs 

back to tfrica -rovement of Garvey and so on. 

So if you take a combination of all of th~se factors 

would hPvP created ~it~ the most i~m~rliRte o~ course 

h"'ir1 the m8t€rial conditions '"rich we :wr:1± ourselves 

wPre directly coP fronted \•'i th, VTO'Llld. 1-J.gve created a 

si tuA.tion in which blacl{. stud~?nts felt that thPre waQ 

up their 0~n organization~ . 

It ,,,as therefore an( exnrcqc:::;ior. of this. But even 

as bl~cl{ stu de""! ts broke away from rusas at the time I 

think it I S itr:!(_~~t~nt tO m<"lre th 0 point th'=> t the~r cl id :not 

de:n I") ue~e I•Tu SFl s • 

The first constitution o~ Sas~o - at the time of 

courQe t~ere WAS not even Bl~c~ ConQciousness to talk 

about - thP first constitution o~ s~c:::;o , 1968, SDoke of 

'le, the noYI - e uronE=?an students of SA . 

1~ich later on came to be looked upn v~en the conce~t 
.\ 

But it is significant that at the formation ' 
t I ,, 

of Sgso the question of we , non-e~uropean students could 

still be enshrined in the constitution of Saso. 

Sgso at th~t Rtage still Accepted Pusa~ and regerd-

ed it as the ~ation~l Union of S~n students . 

so SP~o qtill felt and saw itself as part and p2,...cel 

of Nusas . X Only that the move a•·JPY fro,., Nusas and the 

forma+ioT1 cf Saso ''las seen mCJ:"oTrP as a responqe to the 

immediate prr1ctic~l n,...obl~~s whic~ were confrontine 

bl"~c:.·~ students at that time. 

Eut you see t~e situation could notremain li~e thet -

student bodies ar<: '-lnd ever- evolving !Irouninc. Students 

,.,,.,o Are on campus this yeer •·rill be te~nered by those 
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nov; on caiT:pus the follO"'ing yopr ~nd otherq who leave . 

So you ' ll find by 60, by 70 , and \·'ben you -ove 

into '71 yo1" ll f'inn that the trAjor ity of those 

studentq who participated in the forma+i0~ of Saso in 

68 , have tr..e majority of them have noved off the 

cawpuses . 

And increasingly , large numbers of ne'-'' students 

1:1ho v-,rorp not there Pt the for~c:~tion nf' c-aso, vTh o did 

not comprehend in full the rroti ltation of the tr-en who 

formed S8qo have no~ come to doroi~ate the scene . 

At the ~~e ti~o, the condi ti o11s Fl'lich wore 

prevailing at th~ t i TI"'e of t""r f'or"T'ation of s .... so have 

C'onceut of black po,,,e.,.., form the US, the li teraturG from 

there , Stokely c .... rtT'iC'~Ael ' c book for inffitance about blFJck 

nowPr , that literature moves into our c~ountry . 

A "''!"!ole lot o.p reading is -r..o1•1 being done . Franz 
Q 

F~non for instance is being r~ad now ~uch mo~P, 2c this 
/\. 

type of thing is going to influence them. 

You ' ll even find slogans which co~G from the Black 

Power ]\~0verr.ent in the US about •·rhi te pigs and things 

li~e thRt - you ' ll find those t~ings comins in . We begin 

+o find around 70 , some kind of shift where no•·J -the "'tti t -

ude of blAck students is hardening to,.JPrds what they 

These slogans about ,.,hite T~igs and thine;s like that, 

they raise concern (side one en~q) 

Side T~o noo 

Now t~oy raise corc~rr in the minds of those 

•·•1-Jo arc: ~"c"' Irore farnili~r •·ri th the thought that dominated 
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the forrrat.ion of Saso . The question asked is: What is our 

co:::-rect atti t:Ade towards \••hi te n~"onJ e? 

E~ne~ially because at the ti~~ the liber~l ~ress in 

the country is 8C'C'J"'inc; SFtso of ' anti- whitcisw '. 

The question \hich no1 arises is Are we racists in 

reverse? ~mat is our correct at+itude? 

So by the beginning of 1971 the nationFtl evec of 

SAso sent a dirPctivc to all the centres affiliated +o 
f\ 

Saso to say tb t bP,., : -r:t sj. irno:rtant that ':Then \'!0 go 
v \ 

+o thE 2nd g~neral student council o: Saso in 1071 your 

brcnch o:::' yo'..lr CPM:pus shpuld hAve discussed thoro'..lghly 

t"he correct att: tude wbicb ··•e rrust Adopt to white peorl~ . 

1•Jhat does Saso say about \\•hits -people in thi"' country. 

So that the camnu~ 'lre ::?slred to di~~uss that question 
send 

<:JO that wher \·lc/aa:a:sE!X!l?.l:':hrtt our delegati on - I "'::os at tre 

ti~P at the Univ of the Nnrth - to the "'EC'n~d general 

student council at Univ of TAtal bl~c~ section ou:r 

dPle C"'-'tion had +o have a n:andate :ro,., ou"":' campus v1hich 

says t~e nu~bcrs of S'.)so on ths Univ of the North say 

that ~~e correc+ ~ttitude to v~ite people is the followin; . 

It is as a result of the need to define t hP correct 

a.tti tude of b~£_'p1, consoiousnc;ss tovra.rds '•rhi te pPonle , 

that the Sc>so nolicy manifesto \'!aS d:::'awn a t the 2nd 

gen student CO"l"Ci l in Durban and i.,., that manifesto 

clausP ? dealt witb the quePtio~snecifically . 

~here vc said in clear terms th2t s~so believes 

that SA is a cou~tr;,r in v·hich xk hoth bJ "lclr ~nd v•!hi te 

nenT'J.e live '.>1')1 shall co":+inue +'") l i 're to[;€ ther. 

That clause i~ divied into 1 subsections - it is 

.3 (c>)(b)(c)(d~. I think subsection (c) says that t~c 

fact that Sb~Q does not allow for direct pRrticipation 

,.,i th "'bites in our day to day p:::'ogramrnce must not be 
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tru!"l t not be con!"ltrued as anti - \·Thi teism but as TT'erely 

a~ tep to m8intain a balance in a situation v1hich, 

~n ~bnormal situation. 

We also X!ZiFii l"'lade the point in the Saso nolicy 

manifesto (interruption). 

050 

tl •..• But I am making this point because I consider that 

it is irPportant. 

One other point which we made in the SAso policy 

mc>nifesto vTRR that 1•rhillst narticiD!:ltion with white peonl((, 

in the struggle is not encouraged Saso does not legislate 

concern. 

j f •••• But ir ~general way wh"' t a~e you t,...ying to s.qy to 

tl •• • 

me - you ' re sayinz that the seeds of' understandin.:_: w}-1At 

tl:c roles of w,_, i te c:; \•'ere, you don 't 1·ran t IT'€ to think that 

in the 70s the,...e ~8s no tolerance of vfuites and t~~t 

in the 9 80R you 1:rG ac0eptirg. 

You ' re aaying that there was this understanding 

of the corrplexity of the issue , even b2c~ then? 

Ja I think that we perceived and unders+ood the 

:position as being not pertiC'iptaing with whites but not. 

because we Here anti-v•hites 8"' f'Pc'l. 

The position of bl~c~ student!=! in this country haR 

developed of its Ot\'11. I thin}: perl-J.aps it ' s the attitude 

v1hich we ~<rere perhaps not able to articulate so well 

at the time is clearly discernible in the Azanian 

STudents organization (~zaso) today. 

It i~ a blackR only student ora~ni7ation , right. 

Fut it is non-,...acial. ~hr noint is th~t we could not I 

think, we "'ere not able to articulate our :rosi tion clearl±y 

at that time. 

I think w'I-J.8t we ~.>T8nted to say WA"' that the fact that 

we j are a blaclra only students or.c'ani~atl· on doos ,..., t 
o · · vO l'l1€an 
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we are not non- racial. FPr~use non r~ciRlis~ as onposed 

to ~ultir~ariglisw does not mean that in your org~nization 

you IP.ust actually have whites t~Pre. ron- racialism means 

that you judge ~en not on the basis of their race but 

on the b2sis of ~erit . 

1•le renre9ent i t~ink the early periorl of 1vh2 t is 

r1eRrly ~roDerly P~ticulRte~ in both the A~aso ard Cos~s 

bncause ~uch as they remain blacks-only student o~:aniztionR, 

but they Pre non-racial. 

They gcrent the posi tior of 1·rhi+~" nconl e in the struggle 

:~.nd so or.. . 

jf... OY, ~"'i11kir>g ba c..k to that stage, I ' l'!l trying to 

understc>nd, there •.verG diffe-rE"rres, "'oul cln ' t you say, 

bet1•Jeen what you bel i~"ved then and what you believe 

now? I ' d like to talk a~out how did that changr roMe 

ii:Y'.'":x:xabout did part of it cor.e fro~ going on+o the 

Island? 

tl .... In a ~<rRy yes I thinl: th~"r~" '•!ere slit:;l: t differences 

I think I did not have the d~"pth of understanding of the 

SAn polit~c81 Droblems that I have todPy quite 

definitely . 

I re ge.rd my days in Saso as ~1y formative years 

nolitically yes . 

As far as I can see~ , and T t m sur€' that this is 

true ttof all those who r~ticipated with u~ at the 

time , we sa~ the struggle strictly in termP o ~ one 

race versus ano~ er race . 

li:l though :1ere and there there \•'ere glimpses , th~"re 

were periods when •·'€ re "l i sn d thg t there v1ere sotre short­

col'l"ings although ~ve could not thorou~hly grasp as to 

v~cre were the shortcomings. But certainly our approach 

qt the tiTe vras heavily one of a racial approach , you 
:Y.now? 
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j f •.•. .. S'J ho1'1 did you changP that vie~>r? \'/hat lJere the 

influencer::? 

tl .. . . ~irst and most important I think in thr sen~e of 

forrr::at iYe changee is the fa~'"'t that I '"'P!TI'"' fro'!'~ catholic 

background, like Steve Bil~o I 1•ras a product of Marionhill . 

~he cat holic tradition is generally one which does 

not judge people racially. 

So the fact of ~y cat~oliris~ alRo ~laycd its roJa A 

Tc a VG.,.Y larGe c;vtent . ~chonl c: a.nd chu.,..r~ had alre<?dy 

people. But it didn ' t go far . It \es just that. 

Even wore i mportant Robben Island I think. ~er~aps 

even slightly before thP+, my period in detention ~rd 

on trial I think nlayed a ve.,..y crucial role. 

I "'m jurrping the f...,rt that .. her.:z.and iherc I did 

meet so~e individual neople frotr ~be w~ite cmrmunity . 

I •·•ou ldn ' t like to rr>ET' t :i ':>'11. their 

So"De of them ere abroad nov' . But I did meet Rnr"' 

of the~ as Press people , so~e as Te~ber~ o¥ Pusas 

on a number of 11orcasionR "'1nd whmr I eYuerienced as 

very genuine people . 

"But in partmcuJar the period of my arre:::t . I think 

the :fcb ..... c:;t thing that ho:onened "Taf1 tl-jRt ·1e went on trial 

and we •·rPre '"'rrcsted ~ri +'L r1en ,,,ho v•ere blacl;:s like ourselves . 

l\1en \vi th v•hor.1 v•e had shared platforms and ca.mp!:ligned to-

gether ~eainst ap~theid . 

Men v~c could not by any stre ~ch of the ic~ginPtirn 

COilld be A~ir1 to be ignor"'nt of fue noli ticql situation 

in our count:ry. 

But it wac: precisely :fN:x frorr> at!!ong those men that 

co ome o+' the!"' took the 'ri t'1€SS St"'nd side by Side l,•ri +1t tlrle 

8~n security rolice and condc~ned us and sent us to jail. 
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reflection ·~ether if black men like ourRelves could 

ta1re roci + ;on" - black men "'ho knc•;• vGry '·•ell about 

the i""SU2S involved in QAn situ;:~tion.,.- if they , ;,., ;:~ 

~o~cnt of tri2l could abandon the strug~le aaainst ~~t 

apartr:e.::.d ::1nd onpression and side to.c;Pthcr ,.,it~ the SAn 

""ecuri ty police , ho''' correct "Ia"" it to say or to push 

the line tbe.t only black people have the right to stru.;gle. 

And then of course was also the fact of me1 such as 

Anthony :So lliday who happened to ho.ve been arrested at the 

same t i Me "'G were on tri "l in 76 , v•as arrested ':!i th a 

black man , H~rry ~~sl abela ~~o ' s a reporter even today 

on the RDM , at the time N he vrEls rer>orting for the 

Sta::::" . 
(\_ 

No\'' bnt'b of tl'em v•crc arrested for distributine; t 
~ pamphlets l·•hich I think v:e:rc sunnosed to underrr: ine t be ~ 

.:.:: 
govt in one way or the othe~. ~ 

~ 

The irony of that castt is that Anthony Fo1 liday ~ 
~ 
'0 

was o \·:hi te man stuck ~orho stuc!;: to his nn~ 

apartl'leid to the end . Ad Harry rr,..,shebelq ,,,_,o lives in 

the s~ualid co~ditions of Soweto Rbandonod him, joinrrl ' 
? 

side:: ''.' Jth the SAn sccuri ty :police and testified eg"'inst 

Anthony T o~i da~r. 

S.., Anthory •lolJ; 1ay in this case as a 1··" i te man ,,•hdl 

went to jail a."ld a black tr::ln sunk hin: - again I thought, it 

bec~r:Je iwportant that I c:o"hn 1'ld. ro"'}""i~ar rea ly carefully . 

And then thc:::-e were ""'En like 'Sratr Fischer who at 

the ti~e was~:rving a li~e sentence . And to the» and 

of his d8ys tbe Nets wo•lld not free 1-J.im . Fi s ovm neople 

1·rould no t free hitr . And he died a prisoner for orrosing 

apartheir because he did ~f)+ approve nf v1h2t his o•·m people 
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"Jere doing to us. 

And as I reflected over these +hings ev~rything 

one thing led to another . There was Beyers v8ud~, 

hil"""lf' lf an outCl tanding AfrH~anPr, a man who had reached 

very high noc:;i t ions within the NGK and then tre Broederbond 

- he had been oR+racized by ~is own people, t h ey had 

q0+~ally banned and restricted hi~ hocause he WRS opposed 

to \•rhat tl1~=>y v:ere doing to o•1r peorle. 

[o•v tbis was an Afrikaner, it 1·•Rs not just 8 white 

rra.11 , it ·•::>s actually 211 Afrikaner end his O\•m people had 

ostracized hirr . 

Now I fel~ it was bigb time that one really reflected 

carefully as toj whether the struggle for ju8tice in this 

country qan be pursued only by men of dark-skineed ~olour 

or •·rhefuher in fact this strugc;lr- v•as a strugr;le of rren 

~~o were coT~itted to justice, never mind the colouT' of 

their R~i11 , and those 1~0 were co~mitted to injustice. 

Th::>t picture began to unfold. And then later on I 

vtas to cnr;e across a Cltaere~1t \'lhich IVTandela rea, to t he 

Ri venia trial in 64 in 1vhich he made it quite clear 

that be wa~ committed to a struggle against white 

domina+io~ and blR~~ domination. Th::>t was quite intriguing. 

Fortunately for we I would be sentenced later on 

andxv~nfN±n=a±~i~ that would give rre an opportunity in 

the period I se~t on rrobben Island, a~on~st other thinrrs 

to ~ee~ M&ndcla and perhaps m question hiiT a little bi+ 

mo!.'e deeper. 

And therefore t"' 1raw from a very rich history of 

the struggle of our people from men w~o had . • and a man 

amonsgt others wro vns still pPr~ormil'lg in the strugg1 n 

- to [(Jt it from him, why and what hiS "!'lEans when he 

says he ' s u::::- against whi te domination and black dowin...,+ion. 
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And :!. thir...k th"'t ,,,as one of the hit;hlir;'lts of my 

metamorphoc::is , :political metomornl-J.csis b~">cause it \''ere 

from discussions among other things w:!. t"h. :relson over 

a period of time \''i thin the c onfineco of Robben Ic::land 

t11at I b"rcadened my understandinG of the issue"' involved . 

Then there was literature , tl-J.e ~rritin~c:: nf - befo~e 

I even \•'ent to Robben !'"'land - thE hook of the late 

Chief lutuli ·~ere he mQkGS tho point in 5? that the 
1\ 

stru~mlc t-:aat is beinr; \··a.,.ed by our people is not a:z 

strug:le a§ainst a ~articular race but against ~ par~;culBr 

systc,., . 

in rot~il in a much broader an~ thoroughgcin~ context 

but Nelson rJ-,ndcla , \'1'-"lter Sisulu and many of the other 

free do,.., fighters o:: our people , c::owe of whof!1 are not 

lmo\•!'!1 to +ro \'/Orld , but men who are CO""T"li tted to a frae 

I th:!.nl~ ih"':r-e lies the c::r>c""'P.t of ho•,, I :r-e..,lly 

bro'-"de:ncd. r:y ul"'derstal"'di .... ~ riEin:; \·':!. th men 1·ih.o had 

becn tried "'nd testrd , ,.,ho hRd reflected so thorouehly 

a:nd therefo""'e ':!bo also h2.d had an advantage of n'ixing 

'-''i t'-1 ot"IJ.ers \·Tho had gone be fore the IT' "nd were passing 

on to 11s, and they prsscd onto mr> 81T'OY!rrc::t other"'s the 

undnr~t~ndinc of t~e strur;gle OT , the exncricnce o~ our 

"'")f'O"'")le . 

And that I think enriched me , it helped "1"€ dev,lon 

and thi8 is how I think I ca....,e to dev!::lop and embrace 

the non-racial line. 

Today I embrace the non- raci"'l and I ' ~ sure all of 

us V!ho ewbr8 ce> tb c nor·- r<">C'; 81 line do so not 'Qe ~'"'~use 

thore ere soxe ~~ite peonlc r~~ticin~ting in the strurgle 

or who "l...,ve narticipeted. \•!e er-brace the no'1- r2cial li"lc' 

firc::t ~~ forr:""ost bGc::1use vre consider it to be rigbt. 
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co that even if tr. ere '•"''re not 

Fischers etc \'le v•ould still say it i,.. vvrong to judge 

any ~an by the colour of his skin . 

The partici~ation of ~~ite democ~a+~ in fue ~rugg1e 

in our country c"'n only come i'or".rard as evidcncs of the 

correctness of our non- racial anDro::=tcl;.. 

Not that the correctness of non-raci~liAm is 

predict? ted upon t"l1er parti ci -n~ting . :!:f 1·•hi te de~ocrats 

tod8y participate in t~e struggle for "' free, non- racial 

end democratic SA they don ' t do so because they have an 

obligPtio.,., to convince \"'"' t .' t the stru-:mle is right 
a s ~~ture resno~~iblr citizen~ of this 

themselvePA""l?ve treir 01•rn obligation to 
cnuntry 

etr etc, tltey 

see to i 1-'rl'l.t injustice is set aside and justice established 

as the o.,.,ly forrr.ul~ for pe a ce in this country. 

j f . ... Were t here any influences concer11ingJJ any kind 

of economic analysis of tho country and the problew~ of 

SA? 

tl . ... . Oh yes , quite rlefinitely. A 9tudy of the S1~n euonomy ' 

will show, particular racial crnnnings will i~rr.ediately 

show that 1•Then it comes to the ques t ion of the forrr8tion 

of social c1?sses i t would be c~rrr.ct to say t h3t e 

It i.~ true that tr.e t!lajori ty of capi tali~ts i'Yl O'lr 

country would come from t!'le white grouping. 

Just as it i~ true that the majority ~o rf the 

~·or king class, nrole tarians for that r.Jatte~ wil1 cowe 

frorr the African section nT t~e ~qpulation of our countFy. 
:,.>, M., r'l. 

~ut it is also true th~tJL~ the African 

[I'01)n~ne itself, there arc peo-rl e wl-J.o are TidrlP class 
GT rl~reP~Y ~omnrPdnr q c9~~r~dnr c l asA) 

elemen+~t~na. som or 1..rl'l:om. ' ' "" t~ 1r ng ~oout tl-'l"'cop men 

't.rho for instance run bl!J"'iness in the to~-mships but who 
are not the direct owners of capit2l but who are handling 
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nnd managing t~ut ca ital in their ovm mePn~ but on behal~ 

of other:-s, on behalf of act-lilA l capital o•mers. 

No1:1 yo!t do find other peopl"' who are actually 

capitPli~ts quita an~rt from co~~radors , fro~ other 

middle cl~ss elements . 

rnhey n:ay be few and ~ar between but you find thPm 

nevertheless, they ar"' there . 

Then you find amongst white D"'onle therselves, 

people w~o 8r~"' 1"0""'1{ers who in ordar to survmve wust \·7ake 

up every morning, go and sell their lebour power and live_ 

by the proceeds of t~eir sale of that labour power. 

But t~e pain t out to be made that the majority 

of v,rhi te workers are white collar I"O""'kers , tre ( 1n1ight~?) 

of labour. 

BecAuse of job :r-eservation , ,.,!'J~t C'Rni talis!"l ~as 

done in the ou""' C'OPntr:-y has been tc elevate whdlte 

workers and give them al~ost All of th~ beRt paying jobs, 

rre11~erial positions , a~ executi "'res etc. 

The whole thing hes been in the p-rnC'ess of doing 

that t=:ing of ,.. ourse, c?n2. t~l h'='s co- 0pted 41'Ui t"' a lot 

of white workers , t~ 0se h j_z"ILly- Ciual ifie d ~:rorkers, has 

co-ante~ them into being part and pPrcel o~ itP oueration 

in thiR COU"Yl.try • 

But still everyone of the rr.Jc :i ql grou ino-o in our 

country actually has a number of classes and within 

those d~sses :701' ' 11 find qtr~tificetion.. So 1oo1c"'d 

at froTT' that angle our qoC'iety ;::,gain , I found trysPlf in 

a situation ·7hich i f one '•7as to see eYploi tation done 

away ~th in the context of our C'ountry one also had 

to be wary of the f'='ct that capi t~ l tn cu-r country had 

8lso won to its qidP a nutrber of nPonle from wit~in the 

working clRc:; sp s , and even from c>mongst our own peo--plP ··~o, 
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rren 'l;ho would make common cause ~t'i th capital isrr. 

And ~~hat do you qay of som~" of the people 

now who have been co-opted by cr:lpitaliqm, big capitalis!T' 

in our rnuntry, some of theqe fellC'.·TS in the horrelqtn.ds 

here who are being fin::mccd by these huge monopolirs 

companies? 

One would be unre~liqtic to ima~ine thet all ~t.hite 

people 8rE:' r:api talists :=md all blaclr;: people are workers, 

as sorr.e people have qaid. I thi~k i+s xLtxaxi~ unreal-

istic, it'~ a Sistortion of the reality t~at is in front 

of us. 

,,Jhcn din you start seeing tl'lint;s in term"' of 

C8"'"'i tA.lism in the econorry , the workers, wbat you ' ve 

just explained? Did th~t come during your S8so day8 , 
' din that~get clarified on the Island? Fro~ anYJthings 

you read? 

I ' ve been P q~udent for ~ost of rry life . I qtudied 

~or social v~rk at university, soci~logy - one of the 

things was to becotre cor~~inus of the form8tion of classe~ 

Mqybe th.e tbing did not at that stPge impress itself 

so thoroughly aq of irrmediPte use. But at some time, 

partly becausP of my further readine, and also because 

of ~eeting other people \'mo had a bit more than I had 

helped ~e to develop, deepen my understanding . 

j f ... 

tl •.• 

tell ~e a bit abou+ your firet ~eeting ~ith M~ndela, I 

~ean your first impres~ion , just hiw as a rran. You inow 

you ~qi~ you found yourself fortunate to have had to spend 

those years •.. Just 8 bit can you just tall me a bit 

brcause you did allude briefly about it . 

\''ell , going to jail is I think not a vEry nleasant 

experience. 
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Goin£ Tn obben Island is ~o~e tr.~n going to 

j~il I think. For ~ost of the youth of our country 

pnin~ to Robbe~ I~land eve~ and above it being going t o 

jail, its also going to pay howa~e . 

There are so "!lany freedom +-ighter9 of our people w"bo 

havF. bad to go to Robben I~land and pay the price fo~ 

freedom t~er"'. 

qn..-re h.ave gone and rome . O .... hers \''Ent and nc~;er 

caMe back. "n1 'N'hen I x \·JErt to RobbEn Isl::>nd I din,.., ' t 
\ 

like going to j::>il but I v':o~s lc:fo proud of the fact 
v 

that I was walking in the footsteps of the proud 

defender9 nf ()UJ' :p:Ir...a!:l :Z: "['Conlc 1• 1h0 had been the~€ before, 

in!!! partici!l.lar, that here •·tas an onpo~tunit~r to meet 

some of the tried and te~ted leader~ of our people, 

chief amongst whom was of course Jelson r1~ndela, H8lter 

Gi.qulu, Govan rb~l,.i , R'"'ymond l\~hlaba etc ete . 

·~en therefore I met Ncl~on I think kE one of . 

the first t:~ings I ~:ras able to say to ,,i,.., tt•as that 

today the young people o~ our country will givr anything 
........ 

if only to have a glance of you . 

That's how I felt ~bout it . A~d I still feel 

tha t it was a justifiRblc comment in t hat thrmugh hi~ ~ 

~reer nerformance and hi~ absolute devotion to the 

freedom of our people - I ' m tall~ing ::>bont hir.J as the 

representC?ti ve of the other poli tic::>l prisoners J~round 

1-rnw I think by virtue of t!".at he ha~ co'1querPd for 

himQelf a very 8pecial pl::>ce in t"bc hearts of our 

peop1e . C'c when I wet l-Telson I t"'in1{ I ' m not so sure what 

I expected him to lock like . J juQ t ~anted to find out 

'•!hat he looked lil'"~'"' ~nd \•Jhat tyne ':lf personality he i~. 

Now Ne lsnn ' ~ a f~irly tall man, I think he ' s in the 
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r egion of 5 ' 11" or ne""h.A.ps ~=> ven sli ght1y over ~ix feet . 

People say he is a handsoTe person ' laug} c ) , . 

Ordinar i l y ~ou know ···e EYaluate ~ man in t envs of his 

pe:!:'formance , it ' S t he worren who "'e really consider 

whethe r t h<:y are brautifuJ o,_. nnt. Bu t U8tJally wi t h 

men i t I ,... vrha t t~ey arn and Why t hey ar <? Capable Of doing 

wh8t T'1B t ter so tr'uch t o 11s . 

But I found Nelson a ve:!:'y steady rcan. I don ' t 1'now 

whetehjr he's alw~ys been so steady, he ' .-. very steady, 
v 

he ' a very self- assured , very deliberate. 

He has tFamendou~ a~ounts of stamina. T ' ~ • ont to say 

that he ' 8 got fue starr ina of a dog. You k.,'lOW, a dog is 

chasing~ ~Rre, it just sticks and sticks andPticks, 

it does not tr.atter how long, it stays on md on, he ' s 

got that ten~C'ity about things. I think that is one 

particul~:!:' qu8li+y which hRs made it possible for hiQ 

and those around hin to retrain lny?l, ~baolutelv devoted 

to the aapirations of our reonle even ~fter 21 lone 

~~d cruel ~ri on years. 

TAI)E ENDST 


