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you feel that all kinds of open organizations

armed struggle is no more necessary becauvse there's

-
people's wishes, N
Does it am in any way

7l The first poingk to make

. 3 .
= ( \ ]
Those OE us who particpate in Th!:HI“?s an intiative
of the 80s do so fully aware that thergfruggle of our
people does not begin today. It goes gfar back - indeed

it goes to the very oricins of conta ¥ bewteen Africans
.
uropeans on the shores of our cebntry.

We see the UDF as both ap reply and assurance to
those who are critical of the performance of our fore-
fathers that we will not allow those struggles to have
been in wvain,

)
:I So we see ourselves as an intiative which merely
X& » “complgments a stru;

gle which hs already been waged for

;{ﬁk: \\ a very long time before we came onto the scene

24 The national launch of the UDP, ‘in adopting its”
working principles found it absolutely necessary to
] B :
- 2 oan 4 * 4 SR g L S
draw am clause into its working pr%?l?l?ﬂ, what youm could

call a constitution of the UDF, a clause to the effect

that the UDF shall not purport to replace the accredited
liberation movements of our people.
I think that clause was added as an acknowledgement

of the fact that there are leaders

s PEOpPle who have so
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rerformed in the struggle of our people that they

have won for themselves both in the howmes and +he hearts

Therefore the UDF can only be seen as complementing
the struggle which has been going on long before we came
onto the scene.

We launched the UDF aware that there were already

formwed
organizationsAin our country which were engaging the
ggtionalis% government in armed struggle.

Thosr of us who joined the in‘titative of he UDF
found it absolutely necessary %o sound a voice of warning
to a government which was advancing policies which
we see asa a formula for the deepening of racizl andm
violent conflict whic%/héé already raging in our country.

The attitude of the Nats in insisting on the racial

]

and apartheid policies and also the policies of governments

which went even before 1948 which have consistently

denied our people the right to participate in the

g
6]

<F

government of this country were the ones which led to
the decision which Mandela, Sisulu and other gtook in
1961 in forming the Spear of the NAtion, Mkhonto We Sigzwe.
And whilst that is not publicly acknowldged today,
the policjes -~ even the amendments to the constitution
which the SAn govt is now effecting-are as a result
precisely of that decision., g
We are afraid that unless the SAn govt heeds the
call which was made in 61 already by Mandela himself on
behalf of the ANC at the time which was leading our
people and subsequently one which even we ourselves are
making mtoday that they should release Mandels and all

the other politicsal prisoners, allow all those people

who are banned and restricted to move and participate

ARGHIVE FOR JUSTICE
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freely in the debate which is taking place in our country.

o

d also to allow SAns who have been exiled by

m

=

icies of this government to come

=
m

the unacceptable po

0 fi

back home uncondition

0}

=

£y
E-i

and participate with other

South Africans, black and white, Indian and coloured, as

equals and countrymen in threshing out a constitution
that will be acceptable to all.

We feel that it is only when the govt of SA shall
t ilities of
working out a peaceful situvation in our country and

one which will to humanity.

indeed to dream,
For as far as we are concerned we cannot see peace
to pass in this country or anywhere in the
‘‘‘‘‘‘ We think the formula to
. The policies the government is pursuinﬂ
are unjust and therefore they can only lead to further

conflict and violence in this country and we are worried

about that.

This is why we are taking the risks, making the

sacrifices we are gpaking to try to raise the conscience
of the Nationalist govt,
real dangers which 1lie

ahead unless they change their

govt calls its changes

-~ o |

'reform!. Do

you accept that as a characterization of what's going on?

If reform means rtheid so that it is
a bit more acceptable then what we are talking about is

reform.

But as far as we are concerned, what is taking place
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in the country today is not by any stretch of the
imagination a change in any way.

What is taking place is just a refurbishing giving
apartheid a more acceptable face.

And certainly apartheid has already been rejected
by our people. To reformulate apartheid and present it

give it a new face does not change that fact that it

4 p & BC background,., Can you tell me just a bit about your

political development. I'd be interested to know, did you

come from a political family, was it something inevitable

My family is a2 family like any other ordinary African
family which you find in SA, My father was part and parcel
in 1947 as a young man mE of the squatter camps and the
campaign, SOfa Sonke (phon) at the time when people were
struggling for housing inJohannnesburg, just across
next to Duba.

At the time our people were struggling to have
houséng there, that was soon afterl the second world war.
And because of the impact of the development of
secondary industry in WW2 most of, quite a lot of our

people were drawn from the ryral areas, they came

(®)

My father was part and parcel of that. He of course
had come from the Free State. But he is not in any way
you could talk about as a poltiical activist.

So I have a backgoound which is fairly well,

African, Fairly ordinary. But because the life of our

J




meananle Sn +Fkhia eonntrvy ig permeated bhv uniust
PE L i U ( E ¥ Ul |

diseriminatory laws one consitently

apartheid in one

T +hanlr w0 mv Snvnlvement wag
L 445 44 W LAidd ¥ N - v - 1\ -
J

in e gense that i1v involvement with the mpasse laws
in Hnarticular aroused mv consciounsnesgs to this.
1 aruviculal LOuSt ¥y consciousness. TC !
And vou k¥now of course +here ig an obvious
AT yoOou TIOW 1 4k Lhexre, 1 X
o

cauntry

where
J 2 » e

T 59N 0O

and prifiese af onr a1l are immedisatelyvy stroels by
' j A ! wh i eh nr enonle liwe
+he contrastT +he areas Wi ~ e ) B N o T nilE 1%e

eroups

there

waa A

ke mveelf and others who were
2 My i1

waa o

o vt'r’."w?‘ﬂf‘] the

miiech noorer and ,__—:5'-!- —-ﬂh'-rf:": to 1 degaired '
.
4 a npnogsed to what white people were gettinge.) Small

Tlew'*- -I_—]qj:‘ fjﬁ'*-'vﬂ':-‘_? v

Fformative atacea of mv nolitiecal
M e were the wveryvy f4vrat "'J"‘ET TerBHe ‘*“.'j\ "'r‘.c’




b3

=
ek
A
~J

which made 2n TOREE impres 5
The avnpeal to me of the black consciopousnegs iden

ag it emerced on the horizon our countrv in he

Tate A0a waes the fFaect +ha4t

was. saying that the treat-

ment whiech the black people were receiving was

|
|
and that white people were responsible for this.
And because of the things whiech T had seen for

that immediately made sense fo me and appealed

Menwy nf the cenration of ;—\-rrmﬂ- nenmnle o whom T
! I QL UNne genratloll C DYUIE s O LC voiom 1

belong, with whom I partieipated also

T think it is partiocularly So because we

Y

into our own at a time when any meanmingful politicial

INToourDwnl &G 8 Time nen any meangingliul polivticial

activity whiech had bheen Ttaking place within our ﬁnmmnﬂﬁfy
CAVITY whic n Ha! K1Ng lac vitnin b punlt

had econe with the bhannine of the pmeopnle's orcanizations
[rad zon V1 U 0 ) ] i i <EogoR i 3. & 1 L1 OnNS

So we were denrived amonge other thingg of the wealth

of the heritage of struggle which others who had gone

hefare ne h2ad already amasaaed Q we moved into the arena
JEL O] US a0 ‘2dll J Na88ELd, OA € novec 1NT L€ Aren

of fichting apartheid without the weapon of exmerience
which otherwise we would have enjoyed, had the people

who had gone before us not ZexumiIw either been arrested

and Joclted un in jdail or nrhans ﬂ'nq-t- anTt nf nhaaced
. ol Y e Y o ol S Y Tt £ - et

ot or left the hnnv\""r-v.
C O d i CAE | T

g we moved into this as virgins comneltely
: Into ¥ : irgins, compglyxely,

Tilre small children who had no exnerience of what

T1ife ie 2nd :._--'\:-71.—]‘ ewven 1'\,_0:'1,"']': a burnine candle w

ds
.
%
)
oF

mowineg that heecayge it i8 alive it ia dancerons
aie L4 139! = U - LU L. - L i > : i) i § e

i

Je weTrs2 hﬁl11‘1"‘! '!"""r""b"&‘“fﬂﬂ"“‘r‘: +~ ﬂ‘lq"(‘ mi c“‘!‘ﬁ‘\(r*_q pv\rl

v

commit wistakes in terms of judgement with regard to
nistak n of judgement with regax

a number of things.

Tingl v as we nmoved dnto the 708 manv of ne

-
i - -—J 9 WerT E!

ARGHIVE FOR JUSTICE




beginning to think 2 bhit more harder shout +he Sin

“rahlem

Byt we the resources. If wou went onto
mmiverald v cammiicea a3t MTurflonm ar (ganwyr hiiah ﬂ(fl?(‘:ﬁ‘::\
UNIVersity camy 68 TUrILoo 2 .\ a1j IS HCHLIOEE. )

mi110oh ,-‘-.7‘ N oY mennl r_-’ vervy w rich hi c_t-l-(.’-r-nr
b ( our peopl very W rich history
the's our people was nowhere available in

no lecturers, no teachers whether

shhool or so on, were able to comment or

Fard we ware Mha4
L v WE WwWeI'e.,

121l lence and dn awavw

our will to

= £ ) ~ S W

our countries like Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Angola ete.

could see that the

noaaSe C!"“T'w‘f"‘-‘l eq we

Qr"'ﬂ.-i‘a at Aiepriminati an
1 W L 2 Lot 1Ml L O]

atrucocle grainst racial onpresaion
7 ol v racl OpPPRresSsl1on,

in Africa was alive,
Occasionally of course x® there reports
wh ‘: rnh £33 4_'-"."‘?:‘.‘ A +h YO1l 'T\" ’.‘w'_‘r\'_'! T A ns wh 0 T'T_’:. A ":*r en 1iled
nd who remained loyal the struggle of our people.

“-nr\"!""f":)m_"?- waa the pooanaetant ments on

S E i

Nelson Mandela and the others who were then serving

secntences on Robhen sl h':‘r"_" we wedre told becanse +hevw

(

had dared +o obiect to a8rtheid ad we ArPeslves wewes
1 darec ob ] to aprthei oursel :

thos mer +a do s nat Sphatr e TRRE R R
) 1€, C C b3 3
mouth but bv z2ectunally doine csomethdne
£ "t N 3 o y MWILERRILANLE
2 - R | 1 3
inally 1 think gsome.of the neople esneciallxy

towards 76 were thinkine a hi+ hard harder than he fore
\ . N e . de ats b b . - . - 5 -~ A , .. 4 . \ Ll e i -

3 e na - . 1 G P 3 :
in et aptn :‘l]:rlr making efforts to Ffind out as +o
what reallw were the ¥ in he SAn vrohlem
v




~ e BT -
i ML LR SCa L= e P e
=T g
on.
A~ kT e e = 1 e
( . ae
4o oA Vil - SRR G TR L e S
3 at you didihave respect for
o1l ¢ T £ w11 1anl harls +o +he Aawva
i YU L I : { g Ly
1 . v =
¥ i ACA = oo
| 3 °
e | 21t we warlted wevryr alacelsr ool AT oratd Avmae 73 e
« o e 3 € J a - .
P e ey s e e 7 i 2 e 3 i e RSN B A o S
el =] 3 s MYl were a2vAImA A +he +3me
L = 2 [ 5~ L OL ® kd .
s o ot e R o e S i R T - e g e R S
" * 0 e J C L U ’ E /
— ) 8w 1 el .
7N Aanch+ AF mAel a Wwas +Flhpvma A “rel Ao
] o LOE L2, 15,
T =14 5 poli e Y - F T
t Aias ennle
.
41 A TA Wyl 1A T8 a mictalran imrreac s Ay
« 0w s 2 ) d : O ¢ 1 ™
i AT - R s e F = heme 15 A osdl s ot s mi a3 At ey
. < g -’
¥a 3 o A e T Al e AR T B S T 25
= ?
A 2 7 ~ e . = - -~ mm e a1 =7 oo e Ak . = -
= 2 b ~ =
we de’ld r 3 wh i nl we 1% - + ~rmnAe o
R e A oyt Aoy Sy ) 28 s s
» = . =
AT BT e
( 8 .
P
Bt At
A ] no Aammins datd areh aa Manded o AT r Eoalaadhl, e
1 U - 183 JUTL L L b3 wlal < ’ e Il dcd g
Tore o N R 2 - 1 . F : =
| - el ~ 3 e TR ~ - "riaenn ferma FATr
- @ LioUlU, ! Ly J Jof g Il L LOJ
hasrs o) nverthrowr \ atadt+eans hixr i Al owF
Aoy e
(=

| Ty = =1~ O
= | LT T SO o -




_‘
o

ARGHIVE FOR JUSTICE

I

question, the leadership of Nelson Mandela, and”

others, as the rightful leaders of our people.

b

[

meg
me &

ut

[4)]
(& ]

What would you have said in those t

someone like Dennis Goldberg, wwho was sentenced with
Mandela but wasn't black? What did you feel about

the involvement of whites then?
To a very larce extend the attitude of Saso was not
e g g e == =] e

of d

(®]

n

D

rect participation with white people in the

struggle

o .

we kept our distance with regard to them

0

think we acknowledged the fact that there were white
people who participated in the struggle and who had
made sacrifices even before we came to pass which were
unparallelled in the history of our..
But we did not advocate and I must say in all fair-
b (5<

consider that it W?%iWY@E toparticipate

a day-to-day basis with whites in th

m

However it is also true that the men who fomred
Saso like Steve Biko, Charles Ipsibisi (phon)m, Barney

Pityana, Heron Nqgakulu (phon) had themselves been

=
vy <

members of the NAtional Union of SA Students.

Before the formation of Saso.

Thev came to form Saso as a breskaway from Numsas
They car o fc : )

eraity

and the TUniv. Chrdstian Movement, both of which had been

orsanizations in which there had been direct participation

ajde by side with white students, those white people who

were apposed to apartheid.

M

These people had come from there and the breakaway
by Saso was seen more in terms of practical problews in
implemention of the thing, you formed in a

wav an involvewent with Nusas.
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Problems such as the Separate Amenities Act which when

you went to conferences, for instance, meant that

whilst both black and white gtudents as members of Nusas
:

could sit together in the course o

(k

¥

conference setting, but X when the evening came
they found themselwes confronted with the prkoblem
of sleeping accomodation where the Sep Amenties Act

nrovided that we w could not use the same amanities with

with us,
So it meant that white delegates to Nusas conferences
would have to go and sleep somewhere elgse and then

black deledgates somewhere else,

This was a2s a result of the laws which were really
beyond Nusas'! control. But at the same time you found that
e accomodation along separate lines you are

not in position to arrange accomodation of equal quality

—i
=
<
Qy
H
|—l-
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ly you found complaints coming

02
m
=
o+
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black students, because a majority of Nusas mem

And this was a practicael problem and of its own it
generated a bit of dissatisfaction.
Then you have a problem such as the 72 hour clause

where if black students and white students went to the

Llls  All

same conference after 72 hours of participating in a
conference black students would find themselves forced

to leave the conference, go out of the magl?sterial distret
in which the conference was taking place and come back

(¥

at the end of the day to begin a new 72 hoursy visigt
which would allow them to continue to attend the conference.
A1l of thlfese were practical problems which imposed

themselves on the situation.
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Then there was an even much wore thoroughgoing
problem where because the majority of members of

Nusag were white stildents it meant

..+.
o
21

hat they were
coming from a background somewhat different from which

e

which
the majority black studen’rﬂ/\;fr??'%%‘membere of Nusas came

from.
Now if they cawe t same conference, issues which

were foremost in the minds of black students would not

be foremost or would not impress themselves as of urgency
in the winds of % white students.

When you went to the question of voting you would
find that white students mmEE® on a2 number of occasions

would vote against issuves which black students felt very

strongly about and which they felt were verye very ur@eﬁL
issues and whites students would vote against them.

Not so much bevause they did not sympathige
with the argument, but simply because of their background

the issue did not imprexR itself on their minds as of

such urgency as black students perceived it to be.

e )l

Ad

(&1
jeH

to that the impact of external developments

in students movements - ehief among which should be

said was the 8tudents Non-Violence Co-ordinating Committee
in the United States in 67 when Stokely Casrwichael

and others broke away from & multiracial organization

And then came forward with such slogans as the
call for black power by Stokely Carmichael and so on.

Now all these ideas filtered through, came into our
country - you can Xk add to that of ¥oourse that students
themselves would go back into history and read the writings
for instance of the pan-Africanists on the African

personality and things like that, the Back to Africa
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ent of Garvey

‘-4
n

md So on.
take a combination of all of these factors

would have created with the most immediate of course
being the material conditions which we wmx ourselves
were directly confronted with, would have created a
situation in which black students felt that there was®
real wmerit in breaking away and actually setting
up their own organizations.

It was therefore anlll expression of this. But even

as black students broke away from Nusas at the time I

|_J.

think it's imgydtant to make the point that they did not
157
denoupﬂe Nusas.,
The first constitution of Sasyxo - at the time of
course there was not even Black Consciousness to talk

about - the first constitution of Saso, 1968, spoke of

4
We, the non-european students of SA.

Which later on came to be looked u;p when the concept
me forward with contempt.

But it is significant that at the formation’
of Saso the question of We,non-eguropean students”eculd
still be enshrined in the constitution of Saso.

Saso at that stage still accepted Nusas and regerd-
ed it as the National Union of SAn students.
o Saso still felt and saw itself as part and parcel
of Nusas. ¥ Only that the move away from Nusas and the

formation of Saso was seen momre as a response to the

d
3
_3
(]
fo
=
0]
f"f'

e practical problems which were confronting

But you see the situation could notremain like that -
student bodies are and ever-evolving grouping. Students

who are on campus this year will be tempered by those
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new on campus the following year and others who leave,

So you'll find by 69, by 70, and when you move
into 71 you'll find that the majority of those
students who participated in the formation of Saso in
68, have the majority of them have moved off the
campuses,

And inereasingly, large numbers of new students
who were not there at the formation of Saso, who did
the motibation of the men who
formed Saso have now come to dominate the scene

At the ahée time, the conditions which
prevailing at the time of the formation of Ssso have
gd. New factors Have come into being. Now the
concept of black power form the US, the literature from
there, Stokely Carmichael'S book for insstance about black

power, that literature moves into our cpountry.

A whole lot of reading is now being done. Franz
Fanon for instance is being rwad now much more, so this

You'll even find slogans which come from the Black
Power Movement in the US about white pigs and things
like that - you'll find those things coming in. We begin

to find around 70, some kind of shift where now the attit-

Side Two 000

r raise concern in the minds of those

=

thought that dominated
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the formation of Saso. The question asked is: What is our
correct attitude towards white people?

Fspecially because at the time the liberal press in

The question which now arises is Are we racists in
reverse? What is our correct attitude?

Se by the beginning of 1971 the national exec of
Saso sent 2 directive to all the centres affiliated to

Sago to say th them: It 's

= | S

important that when we go

—t

eneral student council of Saso in 1971 your

0

branch or your campus sh@uld have discussed thoroughly
the correct attitude which we must adopt to white people.

What does Saso say about white people in this country.

So that the campus are asked to discuss that question
send
so that when we/zzssexbisd our delegation - I was at the

time at the Univ of the North - to the secont
student council at Univ of NAtal black section our

delegation had to have a mandate from our campus which
says the numbers of Szso on the Univ of the North say

that the correct attitude to white people is the following.

It is as a result of the need to define the correct

attitude of b@ikk consciousness towards white people,
that the Saso Policy manifesto was drawn at the 2nd

gen student council in Durban and in that manifesto

that SA is a country in which k& both black and white

That clause is divied into 4 subsections - it is
%3 (a)(b)(e)(d). I think subsection (c) says that the
fact that s4S0 does not allow for direct participation

with whites in our day to day programmes must not be
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wust not be construed 2s anti-whiteism but as merely

'D

( tep to maintain 2 balance in a situation which,
an abnormal situation.
We also mEimt made the point in the Saso policy

manifesto (interruption).

Tlsova But I am making this point because I consider that

One other point which we made in the Saso polievy
manifesto was that whalst participation with white people
in the struggle is not encouraged Sa

2380 does not legislate

especially where there are issues of commdn

'8
congern ,

i e But in %¢ener91 way what are you trying to say to
me = you're saying that the seeds of understanding what
the roles of whites were, you don't want me to think that
in the 70g there was no tolerance of whites and that
in the 8 80s you're accepting.

You're saying that there was this understanding
of the complexity of the issue, even back then?

Ml ag Ja I think that we perceived and understood the
position as being not perticiptaing with whites but not

The position of black students in this country has

its own. I think perhaps it's the attity

which we were perhaps not
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at the time is clearlw discernible in the Azanian
d

STudents organization (Azaso) to

t is a blacks only student orsanization., richt

+ L ULLy 4 Hit »
=5

But it is non-racial. The point is that we could not T
think, we were not able to articulate our position clearlxy
|
|

at that $ime,
‘ I think what we wanted to say was that the fact that

h g :
wellare a blacks on ly students organization does not mesn
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we are not non-racial. Because non

rac

(=N

alism as opposed

to multirracial

e

sm does not mean that in your organization

=1

you must actually have whites there. Non-racialism means
that you judge men not on the basis of their race but
on the basis of merit.

We represent i think the early period of what is

clearly properly articulated in both the Azaso and Cosas

5

because much as they remain blacks-only student organiztions

L
-

but they are non-racial,

They accept the position of white people in the strusele

o
io e =

back to that stage, I'm trying to

understand, there were differences, wouldn't vou sav

? ?

between what you believed then and what you believe
now? I'd like to talk about how did that change come
X¥xxxxabout - did part of it come from going onto the

Island®?

C

i -4 SO In a way yes I think there were slight differences

politiecally yes.

As far as I can seemw, and I'm sure that this is

.,+
H
<
0

epof 2ll those who participated with us at the

r—'.
[N
=

e, we saw the struggle striectly in terms of one

H

ace versus another race,

m

Elthough here and there there were glimpses, there

were periods when we real

(4]
m

[N

ed that there were some short-
comings although we could not thoroughly grasp as to

where were the shortcomings. But certainly our approach

at the time was heavily one of a racial approach, you

lnow?
KINOW ¢
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3 g T So how did you change that view? What were the

tleese First and most important
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formative changes is the faet that I came froma catholi

2

background, like Steve Biko I was a product of Mariomhill.

The catholic tradition is gemnerally one which does

not judge people racially.

So the factr of my catholicism also played its role,

To a very large extent. Schools and church had already

o

formed the backgorund T

-
5
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h people really were
people, But it didn't go far. It ws just that
Even more important Robben Island I thinl

even slightly before that, my period in detention and

on trial I think played a very crucial role.

I ‘81

ymp

——d

n

03

the fact that ghem and there I did

4

meet some individual people Tfrom the white

(
o
=
=
o
=
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+

e

I wouldn't like to mention their names
Some of them are abroad now. But I did meet some
of them as Press people, some as mwembers of Nusas

on a numrber of =moccasions and whom I experienced as

very genuine people.
b ]

that happened was that we went on trial
and we were arrested with men who were blacks like ourselves.
Men with whom we had shared platforms and campaigned to-

st apartheid.
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Men who could not by any stretch imaginaticn

U

could be said to be ignorant of the political situwation

But it was precisely ®mx from among those men that

some of them took the witness stand side by side with the

(@]

SAn security police and condemned vs and sent us to jail
I jail.
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Now I think that became a crucial mowment for
reflection whether if black men like ourselves could
take positions - black men who knew very well about

the issves involved in SAn situation,-if they,

|

n a
moment of trial could abandon the struggle against qgadnst
apartheid and oppression and side together with the SAn
security police, how correct was it to say or to push

the line that only black people have the right to struggle.

njustice?

e

against
And then of course was also the fact of mensuch as

Anthony Holliday who happened to have been arrested at the

same time we were on trial in 76, was arrested with a

black man, Harry Mash@bela who's a reporter even today

on the RDM, at the time w he was reporting for the

Star,.

Now both of them were arrssted for distributing

lets which T
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the squalid conditions of Jowetoyabandon@d him, joined’
sides ws/th the SAn security police and testified against

Anthony ?qﬂidey.

S. Anthony Holliday in this case as 2 white man whib
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went to jail gain I thought,it

becam
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really carefully. A
And then there were wen like Bram TFischer who at

the time was serving a life sentence., And to thex end

of his days the Nats would not free him. His own people

would not free him. And he died a prisoner for opposing

apartheid because he did not approve of what his own people
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were doing to us.

And as T reflected over these things everything
one thing led to another. There was Beyers Naude,
-

himself an outstanding Afriksner, a man who had reached
very high positions within the NGK and then the Broederbond
- he had been ostracized by his own people, they had
actually banned and restricted him because he was opposed
to what they were doing to our people.

Now this was+yan Afrikaner, it was not just a white
man, it was actually an Afrikaner and his own people had
ostracized him.

Now I felt it was high time that one really reflected
carefully as tof whether the struggle for justice in this

country can be pursued only by wen

Q

f dark-skineed colour
or whelther in fact this struggle was a struggle of men

who were committed to justice,

never mind the colour of
their skin, and those who were committed to injustice.
That picture began to unfold. And then later on I

was to come across a staement which
Rivonia trial in 64 in which he made it q
that he was committed to a struggle against white
domination and black domination. That was quite intriguing.
Portunately for me I would be sentenced later on

andxx¥nfpiunatedy that would give me an opportunity i

the period I sepnt on Robben Island, amongst other things

to meet Mandela and perhaps ' question h

the s truggle of our people from men who had .. and a wman
amonsgt others who ws still performing in the struggle

- to get it from him, why and what he means when he

says he's vp against white domination and black domination
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And I think that was one of the highlights of ny
wmetamorphosis, political metamorphdsis because it were
from discussions among other things with Nelson over

a period of tme within the confines of Robb

D
|

Island

that I broadened my understanding of the

(SN

s involved.
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o

Then there was literature, the writings
I even went to Robben Island - the book of the 1late
Chief Tutuli where he makes the point in 52 that the

struggle that is being waged by our people is not a=m

[®]

struggle apainst a particular race but against = particular
system.
All of those to be put in context to be explained
in detail in a much broader and thoroughgoing context
but Nelson Maondela, Walter Sisulu and many of the other
freedom fighters of our people, some of whom are not
known to the world,but men who are committed to a free
non-racial and dewocratic SA.
I think there lies the secret of how I really

broadened my understanding wiming with men who had

te d, who had reflected so thoroughly
and therefore who also had had an advantage of mixing

with others who had gone before thew and were pass

n

I

09

on to vs, and they passed onto me amongst otherss the
understanding of the struggle of, the experience of our
And that T think enriched me, it helped me develop

and this is how I think T came to develor and embrace

Today I embrace the non-racial and I'm sure all of
us who embrace the non-racial line do so not becauyse
there are some white people participating in the struggle

”»

r who have participated. We embrace the non-racial

J=t

in

m,

.T'\q ad ror
firset =md for emost because we consider it to be right.
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S0 that even if there were not white people pertici-
pating in the struggle, even if there were no Bram

Fischers etc we would still say it is wrong te judge
any man by the colour of his skin.
The participation of white democrats in the diruggle

in our country can only come forward as evidence
in our country can only come forward as evidenc

; of the
correctness of our non-racial approach.

Not that the correctness

predicated upon them participating. If white democrats
today participate in the struggle for a free, non-racial
and democratic SA they don't do so because they have an

obligation to convinee us that the struggle is right
as mature responsible citizens of this country

etc ete, they themselvesjhave their own obligation to
see to itfthat injustice is set aside and justice established
as the only formula for peace in this country.

Were there any influences concerningy any kind
of economic analysis of the country and the problems of
aIA?
- Oh yes, quite definitely. A study of the SAn ewonomy’
will show, particular racial groupings will immediately
show that when it comes to the question of the formation

of social classes it would be correct to say that a

particular racial grouping is a particular class.X

It is true that the majority of capitalists in our
country would come from the white grouping.

Just as it is true that the majority fo of the

working class, proletarians for that watter will cowe

from the African section of the qopu19fion of our countey.
LS T
But it is also true that/@elfeal the African

there are people who are middle class

omy NPT class)
e1gwepfe§;n§9E%§§y0?‘E@E%?OE'mqt3?$§ﬁ§d@?gﬁ1at§¢cc men
who for instance run bisiness in the townships but who
are not the direct owners of capital but who are handline
* S - e DUl 1LIgE
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and managing that capital in their own means but on behalf

of others, on behal

Y

of actimel capital owners.

Now yofi do find other people who are actually
capitalists quite apart from compradors, from other
middle class elements,

They may be few and far between but you find them
nevertheless, they are there,

Then you find amongst white people themselves,

people who are workers who in order to suvrvive must wake

o’

up every morning, go and sell their labour power and live
by the proceeds of their sale of that labour power.

But the poin t out to be made that the majority
of white workers are white collar workers, the(knights?)
of labour.

Because of job reservation, what capitalism ¥as

done in the our country has been to elevate whbte

workers and give them almost all of the best paying jobs,

Q
m

manggerial positions, as executives etc.

m

M
|_J

9

whole thing has been in the process of doing
that thing of course, capital has co-opted guite a lot
of white workers, those highly-qualified workers, has
co-optefl them into being part and parcel of its operation
in this country.

But still everyone of the racial groupings in our
country actually has a number of classes and within
those dasses you'll find stratificetion. So looked

at from that angle pur society again, I found myself in
a sitvation which if one was to see exploitation done
away with in the context of our country one also had
to be wary of the fact that capital in our country had

also won to its side a number of people from within the

working classes, and even from amongst our own people wh

(@)
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men who would make common cause with capitalisw.

And what do you say of some of the people
now who have been co-opted by capitalism, big capitalism
in our country, some of these fellows in the homelagmds
here who are being financed by these huge monopolies
companies,

One would be unrealistic to imagine that all white

S E L

people are capitalists and all black people are workers

J
n
n

ome people have said. I think its =z¥ms¥XIy ynreal-

istic, it's a distortion of the reality that is in front
of us.

7 [ TR When did you start seeing things in terms of
capitalism in the economy, the workers, what you've
just explained? Did that come during your Saso days,

n the Island? From anyjthings

t1 I've been a2 student for most of my life

- 8 & 8 e vV © e - 44 - AL

so thoroughly as of immediate use. But at some time

partly because of my further reading, and also because

of meeting other people who had a bit more than I had
helped me to develop, deepen my understanding.

JLees In Hiféf, when you went to Robben Island, can you
tell me a bit about your first wmeeting with Mandela, I
|
| mean your first impression, just him as a man. You know
| you said yov found yourself fortunate to have had to spend
} those years... Just a bit can you Jjust tell me a Dbit
because you did allude briefly about it.
tl... Well, going to jail is I think not a very pleasant

ARGHIVE FOR JUSTICE
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Going to Robben Island is more than going to
jail I think. For most of the youth of our country
going to Robben Island over and above it being going to
jeil, its also going to pay homage.

There are so many freedom fighters of our people who
have had to go to Robben Island and pay the price for

Some have gone and ome, Others went and never

came back. And when T #® went to Robben TIsland T didn't

like going to jail but I was laso proud of the fact

that I was walking in the footsteps of the proud
defenders of our pwxzmyE people who had been there before,

inm particiilar, that here was an opportunity to meet

some of the tried and tested leaders of our people

Q

hief amongst whom was of course Nelson Mandela, Walter

E
Sisulu, Govan Mbeki, Raymond Mhlaba etc ete,
When therefore I wet Nelson I think ke one of.
the first things I was able to say to him was that
today the young people of our country will give anything
if only to have a glance of you.

Thatt's how I felt about it. A,d I still feel
that it was a justifiable comment in that thraugh his ®
sheer performance and his absolute devotion to the
freedowm of our people = I'm talking about him as the

LLL 58

representative of the other political prisoners #“round

him.
Now I think by virtue of that he has conquered for
himeelf a very special place in the hearts of our

people. So when I met Nelson I think I'm not so sure what
I expected him to look like. I just wanted to find out

what he looked like and what type of personality he is

Now Nelson's a fairly tall wman, I think he's in the







