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Interview Paddy Kearney

A but the other two at the university in Natal.

Q UWhat did you study?

A I studied oddly enough, my majors were Afrikaans and Nederlands and
Biblical Studies. But I was supposed to be a teacher at that stage

and I was supposed to be going to teach Afrikaans.
Q When you say suppose, did politics creep in?

A No, I just wasn't very keen to teach Afrikaans. It's one of the
most boring subjects on the curriculum and students hate it and so.
The reason why I waes interested in doing it is the course had a lot
of literature in it and at that time there was a group of poets called
the Sester Hous, who were making something of a break through and it
looked as though they were going to have a more profound effect on
Afrikaner thinkng than they actually did. It wasn't quite the lib. ra=—
lising influence one had hoped for.

i That is interesting that you would have .looked to Afrikaans rebels
rather than English speaking in the 1i erature. I mean how did the

Afri..and certainly Pietermaritsberg is not a very Afrikaans place.

A Ne, 1t isn't, no.
Q Was that a rebellion thing, or what was that, intrigue? Or what?

A Intrigued, yes and people were saying to me you should study Afrikaans,
what, ja, my father was a civil servant and he had suffered a lot be.
cause he had to learn Afrikaans and had to compete against Afrikaans
speaking officials so he more or less drummed into all of us, I sup-
pose he expected we were all going to be civil servants or someting,
we should all learn Afrikaans. So he coached us a lot. I was guite

good at it. I guess that was one of the reasons why.
And then one heard a lot atut these, this group of poets and...
0 Who was that group? UWas that Breytenbach, Brink or..

A Brink, yes, ja, I am trying to think of..there was a 1lso Adam Small

in C,T. then and even people like Opperman, was guite a significant

person at that time. But the promise wasn't realised actually. Jda.
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Interview: Paddy Kearney
Q UWas there anything in those early days that you read that especially

impressed you or made you get involved?

A Again, I think in a kind of oblique way = I went to a Catholic School

= I was ten years in one particular school..O0k can we interrupt...

End aP teape.




