Fage 1

Interview: Helen JGSEP‘

A 1931. I came from India, straight from India.
Q It was a bit of a fluke, I mean, that you didn't have any particular

interest in politics?

A No, nos I didn't. I'd had..l was engaged to be married in India
to @ young man in ) a tobacce company. XkeToday that fills me
with horror; the way he earned his monthly salary was going out into
the countryside teaching the Indian villagers to smoke. This is so

awful,I didn't Xsee it then but I dox see it nouw.

He went on leave and he was under a contract with his Imperial Tobacco
Company; he had to be in the company six yeas before he could marry.

He had only been in for four years so there was a gap with him of 2
years before we could get mamied anduile he was away onleave I was
riding and I was thrown from the horse and I damaged my head, skull.

I don't know a8 fracture of the skull ¥or whéher I damaged the lining

of the &ull. I don't know exactly} the Z Rays wmre not in those days
what they are now. But I was picked up unconscious on the rgpd by

an Indian friend of mine and you know, I had been, not all that stridly
brought up but swearing was not in my line

the w

« I had never actually used

d bl
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0
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1dy in my life. But Taffy Elly who is the yound man

who picked me up swears that when he,drgving me to the

0

h
the driver in front and me in the back with my head on his knees. 1

opened my eyes and I said to him don't drive so bloody fast. I find
1t difficult to believe but when you are unconsdous all sort of things
do happen.

The result of that was that I was in hospitals for quite a long time,

w weeks,and I went to stay with some frieds and I was told by the

doctor that I mustn't do any heavy work for at least a couple of years
because I think you know, those days they did not really know so mucw¥

heads and brains and what not as they

i

0
-

[}

was nearly at thelend of my own 3 year. contract and I had

always had it in mind that I would simply ask for renewal but I was

a
l. It was a pretty

sgistant Principal at that time, of Mthe school i

onerous Jjob and the docters felt that would be too much of a strain.
550 I hadto look for something a little bit easier.
I didn't know what to do and I nosed around and Ithought about some

job in Italy but that did

not come off and then I wrote




s :
]
. ’
a 1
. :
; :
A - . 1 2
I
1 1
a8
1
i
L
E4 d _
? )
I ' :
]




Pagg L

Intervieuw

A

My only coract with black people were the people, the Zulus, who

: Helen Joseph
I said it is too late now; I have agreed and that is what 1 sald
to Nadja Mankama, but you have got cousins there. Give me their

[
-t

names and addresses and they salid never we give you their

j—
ft

addresses you wi go to them and you will never live it down in

Durban and they refused to give me the name. I still don't know

who their cousins were.

So I came here and I was l¥nely but then I began to meetipeople and
met this very handsome popular d%ntist, who was 17 years older and
very sophisticated, very much & man about town and in the end you
know he won. I stayed and mamied him and I didn't go back to India.
I was broken hearted not at giving up Ule, coz I had already fallen
in love with Billy, but not to go back to Iniﬂa. But I am really
really grieved over that for so many years that I had let that oppoo-
tunity go of going back to India.

And just real briefly_vyou had gone to India because of this fiance

or becuase you wanted to teach or why did you go there initially?

I went there to teach originally. I wanted to go back to India,
itself, I loved®India. I loved it. Of course it was meEk REEER an
artificaial 1ife that I lead but I loved it. I was tetally uncon-
scious, totaly apditical. Unconscious of everything that was going
on around me except my immediate surroundings which were very gay
and .very colourful and very exciting. I lived in an Indian estate
we were both young white teachers, very spoilt but I didn't see the

peverty. I didn't see it.

And when you came to S.A. initially, your friends had warnéd you,

you got there, you were horrified but what do you mean it wore off?

The shock of apartheid wore off; I mamied Billy 8a

Durban society. e lived a very, very pleasant social life. The

worked for me. I didn't meet any others. Nobody in Durban did.

They didn't. There wasn't any mixing.

I gradually accepted that that was the way of 14

was the 5.A. way of 11_?9 and never thouoht about it I
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A from Smuts himself, was to inculcate a liberal, tolerant attitude of

mind. Sounds unbelievahble doesn't it?

Q What was the context of that? Why did they want that?
A Well, they thought/felt that...many people in the army wanted to know

what they were in the army for or why they were always being fought.
You see a...dondt forget, an swful lot of them had joined up because

3

ct

n Tivil lifk at that particular

(=8

was better money tha

1

|

level; economic level of the white.

Some influential people in the army had managed to...1 thought SMuts
was a great thinker I know he did an awful lot of terrible things
but he was a man who thought a lot. And they...had to really sort
0f...persuaded him that it was important that some of the troops
should understand what it was all about. And they had already tried
it as an experiment, the men, the mens' information corps started
first and now they thught they must do something abut the women. So
they brought us in.

L]
And we were a lot of highe...l wasn't high powered, the restuwere very
high powered ladies. I was overcome with shymeEgsembarassment, but

there we were, we werein for 4 years. UWe lived in camp and went from

place to place and gave our lectures on teaching people about S.A.

[
m

i structure, government, municipal and provincial, parliament, on

all the isms you can think of. And 2ll I had to do, which was a big
f

d
ep ahead with the people I was talking to,

effort, had to keep None step d i

because was supplied with wonderful information notes which I learnt
like a parrot. And managed to give back in a very personal way and.
: fh?n ’ Y : =L e

but you see, when I came %o talk about, to learn and to read, I began
to understaad ad I began to see the Rikdifferences: So little was

spent on black eduction, so much on white education. 1 saw the
difference between the gross national income of whites compared whith
bblacks. I saw, be

living in the...where they had to live, in their areas
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erhpps it might have been to do with a broken ma
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ge. They went
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back to their ordinary lives and they alsc had established careers,
don't forget. They couldn't wtake up a new career like 1 did. They

went back to their careers and their homes; they are lovely...I still

That...a lot's in opportunity, you see if it is just opportunity that
gave me the chance to come up to Joberg under the aegis of the Gar-

. : he . Lt :
ment Workers Union which at taRt stage was the most militant union,
under the direction of Solly Sacks, who was treasting the Afrik

an
ear fRom the blacks, as long as they

workers, they had nothing to f

had equal pay for equal work. (Nos...) And he influenced me tremen-

G You, how did you get from Social Work to the Unions? With tY&t rea-
lisation of the asprin approach...

A Just chance. Somebody phoned me and I think I...fromup here I kneuw
8 lecturer at the university and phoned me and siad look there is a

Job going at the Garment W. Union, they are looking for somebody
who has got initiative.for ewrything else, why dosn't you come mup
Jr an interview and see what you think of it. And they will fly
you up, so they flew me up for an infyerview; I was interviewed by
Solly Sacks, who didn't talk to me at all about what I'damkd temn doing
ng aelse; all he wanted to know was about the coloured
people and hw they were suffering and what was the feeling amongst
tém and after about 10minutes of this he said to me well, do you want
the job.

And me, I was so over awed, I sid yes. Then I went back %o BsTay had

to tell them what I had done, I felt awful.
1 So what was he like, what was it like meeting him for the first time?

A Overpowering, I found it. Very ugly coz he had a wry bad complexion.
Face structure was alright but you knowHs magnetism was so strong
that after a few meetibgs you never remembered after that, that Solly
was ugly. I mean...I was veyclose to him, I lived with him for a

time. (and um...) When he went to England I followed him for a bit

but I...too0lk some leave but I decided it would never work out; Solly
and I were too far apart, we could never make a life together, so I

In
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A would knock on the first door and you know wky ehe would be half :
way up while I am still knocking on the second door. And she would
have been In and out, in and out; I never got in at all. And Violet
would say to me stick your foot in, they ecan't close the door on

you. And me, I wae brought up nicely as a young girl, I would
teeter on the edge of the door and stop and wait to be asked in.

Manwbe oden a cup of tes but I never got it.
= 2 i} ’

Violet would come back at the end of the eveing and she would have
sold about three pounds worth; I was lucky if I had sold 5 bobxs

;ually I was degraded, downgraded and the joh I was

'y .brains and think now iho are the people that I used
4 i )
d bring somebody but

1
d see that person was an outsider: It didn'™t ‘work.

The move I'd made from my surroindings to this was far too deep.

1 'm a nutcase.
They sometimes say well, you have the courage of your convictions
but they say stop it now, you have done enough; this is the thing
that comes. But they are very sweet; friends sent me fifty rands
the other day; a women who was in the Air Force with me to help to

pay my fine but she said Helen, leave it alone now, you have done

enounh.
Q So you really never, that wasn't your forte or your great area

being with whites?

A No, it wasn't. That is why...l regected the COD tremendously for
what 16 wa s trying tod and I mean I was part of it to realise
the great honour that we had in being part of the Congress Alliance
but that didn't mean anything to the whites, this is the things.

It didn't mean anything to the whites. I don't know what impact we
made on the white people in Joberg as the COD. I would think prob-

ably only at a fiarly high intellectual standards. Ue certainly did

not get around to the ordinary people in the street.

Q So dimt you see that asa f.:7.. | 3%
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Page 19
Interview: Helen Joseph

A

tun or three steps ahead of the QLibersl Party, Now the Liberal

Party wanted to be very close to. the ANC and the COngress Alliance

but they didn't want to glve up on ksome of their principals; but
there were we, =2lways shead of them. We were the people who uere
recngq&ged, who were part of the Congress Alliance, egual partners

in &he,Liberal Party were still trying to buffet its way in but handi-
capped by ite concern for 1ts membership. And you know the Libersl
Pdarty started anfqualified vote and it tnnﬁ??ﬂur vears to get rid of
that one. Uhereas we were in immediatédy; we stood on the, before we

had the Freedom Charter, the COD stood on the United Nations Declara=-
tion of Human Rights.

I think I am talking too much,

No I think its great., UWhat would you say if someone would sgay well
the Liberal Party had a concern for their memlership, they drew people

in, they didn't move too fast, you guys that was your mistake, in the
CoD?

That was a mistake; they didn't move far enough.
That was their mistkake.

That was their mistake,

What I am saying in...80 you wouldn't accept that if somecne said
that that was the trouble, you are saying COD did.,

No, ng no,; you see when the ANC said to us our job was to work waoth,.
among the whites, I don't..l mean they were too big for any sort of
narrowness, their leaders, I don't think they sver meant we are
going io measure you by the number of whites you get in ! as

your branch members. They meant you have got to work amongst the
whites as @ whole, And we did actuaslly do that . We did do that.

And the only way, you know, the only concrete eg. I can give you, is
the amamt of propaganda we put out and fﬁean the most..e.we were the
most indefatigable writers of letters to the papers. Everything that
came up; was nothing that waen't touched by us. And then when it came
eesthey.when it came to the Freedom...the Congreesof the pecple then

we had 8 very big task., But we weren't vay successful in getting

temands from whites.

pall




Interview: Helen Joseph
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I remeber trying te influence whites about demands for the Freedom
Charter and it was very difficult. But then we were drawn into a
more active partnership in the Congress Alliance in organising for
the Congress of the People. You know when it came to C.T. the
people built the stands, and the people who builds the platform were
the COD. People like...why don't you get on with John Matthews.

I have.
That's right, now what did John say about the COD?

He was s0...he wasn't even allowed to be at batlevel. He wasn't
even allowed to go to parties; just had to work and (That's right -
the role underground, yes) all that you had. Yekaah. Even his

best friend, the Brsels Harmie, was all he could see, not much. I

think just the opposite of you.

Yes. Certdibly that the COD, like the...together with the Indian
Youth Congressk we did the donkey work; our chaps certainly did the
donkey wokk. UWe helped a lot with transport, because we were bedter

off, we always had =zcard, organising for joint meetings, being on

n
committees; there were some, I use this word asgain, there were some

sroad committees that were set up at the time of the removal of
ophiatown, with the most vemmnerable people on them, suth as the
Bishop of Joberg or Huddleston or the Chairman of the Liberal Farty,

COD would be there as well. And when it came to the actual work,

who did it, COD.

What donkey work did you do?

was very much involved in the African Eduction movement, and the

boycotts of the cultural clubs that were

£

going. I worked a lot for
thier clubs leaders. conferences and organised themj; prepared for
them; got people to prepare material; I was a very busy little bee.
Did you write any propaganda?

I wasn't much of a writer then. I would occassionally get soRXthing
I
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Interview: Helen Joseph

orget I was, from the very beginrng
I was = in the Federation = with the womgn whose personality was

very strong and that was Lillian Ngoyi. And I suppose that, to a

—

gertain extent, put me into my proper place, to work with Lillian

o
(=

because she was by far...and It b} Mtwana was .so very prominent,
forceful character; so I worked with these tremendously powerful African
women and I think that uniconckiously I learnt my peopker place. 1

learnt humility.

Q That guilt, there are a lot of whites who have it, but it goes no-

.

where; in fact it is probably why...a lot of people criticse it, agh

i

its just liberal guilt. 1Is that useful that guilt?

A I think it is important. I think the peolple must never forget it.

I say it constantly to the students, that we are guilty, we ourselves
are guilty. We mustn't blame it on our. parents, grand parents or

my generation or your generation. We are guilty, we bear that guilt
and we can't expeate it because what we have to admit is that we

baton)on the system. WE benefit on the system; look where I live,
the way I live, compared to the way millions of blacks live. Look

at the hospital services I get - Bragwanath is a very fine hospital,
but totally over crowded. B8ut I get the finest medifel service in
ﬁxuxxy=éRXXTx¥Mgﬁgfxgn white buses; I mean 1 can't escapé from it.

It is there and I must always remmber it; i

ct
w

stamped on me the

whole way I live, and it should be stamped

0
=

everybody and that is
what we have got to do. And the only way we can &xpeate, in any wa\
our guilt which has accumulated over the generations, until it has all

come to rest on our shoulders, and on these young shoulders,is by

working to try and change the system, that's all.

I think it is important, guilt. We mustn't think thatebecause
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Fage 24

Interview: Helen Hoseph

Lielson was doing his 1 w, early

4.

e ol movement 5
a small flat. But partiedimt other peoplex in the agxgg organised.
= (8]

Then I began meeting people in a brpader ... social context. You

know I would go to meetings, there would be Albertina Sisulu, as
well as Lillian and Dumsa Hck;i. wife, and Amina Kachalia, so .l would
meet them in a socail context, really at parties. There wasn't mucg
Eoing and froing of individuals social contact, like you and I have
now, because we were all so busy organising, there wasn't fime for
it.

.

And were - there any white women who had an affect on you or was that

neither here nor there but

Look, I admired Ruth Furst very much but I never got to even to first

DaSe. .« .5he was way up there. No I don'st think so. Ray Alexander 1

gadmired very mgxmuch but she was in C.T. Hilda Watts I liked and

admired very much but I can't really say that they, she influenced me.
But when I got into the treason trial, I am not talking so much about
the first year, I mean we were 155, because then it was a huge gather-
n

g of people.

The other person who influenced me very much, of course at the time
coz I woked so closely with him was Robert &Gesktze=rs (Who) Resha.

He was the organiser for the Transvaal and he worked with me on the
African education movement, on the cultural clubs. Robbie was

always there and when we went, I went orpanising at night Robbie
would often go with us so that he woulddrive back with me out of

the townships. I didn't come back alone. I was very friendly with
Robert and he had a big influence on me and then when we got into the
treason trial, then I drew closer and closer to Robert and to N san

and the other people in themovement who had always been way up there.

By the time we got after the first two years of the tqjﬁl, Wwe were

down to 30, And it 8 close, because we travelled every day...most

i)

wa e
of the, about 26 of the accused went in the hig PUTCC bus, the govern-

:

ment had had to lay on to bring these peogple in from the township.

But Nelson and Rohert and F ._: Adams and I and Stanley Lolan, who

woked in..both F-——. and Stanly worked in mg office too. We went in

by car because were the only pegle who were holding onto our jobs;
5§ : :

or our Hmning capacity in any way.

(=

n the morning and late at night
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Fage 26

Interview: Helen Joseph

-‘r%

P |

B

alk about coh it is time to go home now. Home! o jail. lle were

such a family, I can't describe it to you. Nobody has...no ather
t

white women has had such an experience, nobody. To be pat of

-1

n
24

W

= -
Then I went into the witness box as a defRBc witness, ®HRemduring

: AR
the emergency and I was hriefed for my evidesce by my colleagues

by my co accused and we weTre...l was taken down every night to the

o
|-t
=
o

men's jai ecudty car to get together with the men so we could

(=]
RER for the next day. And there would be a bar-

rier between us; we were in the visiting room; there would be a sort
of wire between us, we didn't have that glass stuff, no perspex then,
we had wire and posts and things. And on the other side would be
Nelson, Walter, mostly and F ' Adams was the typewriter who was

typing down what I was saying and on my side would be me and Lelon

Levy who was the only other whit

\ e on the last hatch of the accused.
There we would sit for a couple of hours, talk, talk, talk. And
they wanted me to spell out the Congress history in my evidence and
I had to.prepare it; the one day totally unaided, go down %o them

that night and then they would listen to it and would sometimes cor-

FTEBEL 1t and amend it but never change it. Now who could learn
T c
congreas history like that. Who could have that encamous gl osemess

Oh, I don't want to forget that, you remeber you said you would

read his letterds:

I will, I'11 find his letter and Just read you a little bit out of it.
Do you think we should do it now since it has come up?

Yes I think so. Can WEU Ufses o

There was that two months after the raids....

Two months, yes after...he had rejected)Walter. And the spirit is
totally unchanged. (I'm going to X you up again) I must be

be very careful about this because he was very cross with me when he

wrote this. I had forgotten to do something, I a blackXout on him,

449
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A NoD g. it was force of circumstances that drew us together foer
y NO, - S 8]

the treason trial and especially the last two
i

years, we were going to Pretoria and back.. No, I..not because

11]

1=

was exceptional; have never known why I mas.gﬂﬁaghed into the
frontline at the ®Wed. My contribution hadn't been that marked.
But that was something that hasn't happened to anybody else and out
of it has come these lovely enduring frienddips. All the time I
was under house arrest, I was never really nlmng because I had tele-
gphone calls, and they were coming from peplke, people would come to
my gate and the moment my hpuse arrest was over, after the nine years
I had a Christmas party again and everybody flocked in. Absolutely

fPlocked in.

Q Now you have siad it so many times about why, you don't know why it
would have been you, and you said you haven't read as much as other
people but why have you been such a thorn to the governmentl UWhy
did they see you as such a threat, I mean if you've said...

A Stubborn old bag that is why.

No, but even through those years, you are saying you don't know why
VOU WETE awaee

A I came be a sort of a symbol of...in some way of Xo ition to
the government.
_?'\_'f whitesg?

A About whites, I think. I think so, I have not really thoght it
out as to...coz I haven't played all that sort of enormous le:
ship role that I could be seen as being so dangerous. Possibly they
hate me because nothing has been able to destroy the friendship and

he confidence and the love that I share with the black leaders.
That may be what is getting at them all the time. That may be why
they won't..not allow me to see Nelson. I have applied 5 times.
very time 1 go do BE. & vatniyy and svery hlimne net refused.
Have vou heen ahle +r¢
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Interview: Helen Josph

A Well, three chi mawriage; the one had twc sons and

h
a daughter. The one son was killed in a motor accident several
g, in Orlando and the daughter
was living in the Transkie, then she went to Fort Hare and nouw

she is at Natal University working with Fatima Meer. GShe lives with
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she calls henet.Mandda. Her mamiage broke up and she

Mandela now. Shé is back to Mandelsa. I don't know
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Helen. 5ee how lucky

there are so many things I want to ask. 0Ok, I think to get
tack to the whites, what I would like to ask is the comparison nouw.
le have talked about the COD and historically, do you see parallels

with the organisations that are being set up now, (JODAC)and the

Yes, I do. I think they are succeeding more tha® we did They
certainly are; they are very young,
vet to draw in more people who are not thinking already kind
thing. They are not doing a great deal of converting, put it that
way but they are making their impact felt and they're...they are
tremendous. They work very hard and totally devoted and they are
bigger in numbers than we were, I think. It..in C.T. they have done
very well with their area committees. Durban I think not quite so
well. Durban seems toc stop and start, stop and start abit. But
JODAC has been very firm and consistent and as you heard from Sheila
they have had their problems. They are reaching out, they are trying
to bridge the gaps a bit and they are not sort of rushing to do the
work in the townships, that kind of thing because it is so easy and
so exciting and lovely to cv They are really doing it the hard wak

which is trying to get to the whites. To make the whites understand.
] Why are they having more success? What are they doing differently?

A I don't know.

un
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0 .Do you think it is.the times? that are different?

A Ch, i.tﬁin& #etimes are different. I think they are younger, I
think thét‘is_éiverv big thing. VYou see in the COD we had very much
at the top the older people who had been members of the C.Fe  Inskthe
12308 and 4ODs and I think that our top leadership age structure was
gqite a lot older. I also think of course that thereis a far moTe,

I don't like to use the word liberal, radical, element that is on the
universities that was never there &on the . kcampuses in the 1950s.

We battled to get a youth branch of the COD, We never got more than
about 30/40 people into it, if that., But look at the campuses today.
And loek at the role of NUSAS today, wich is tremendous. That wasn't
so in the 1950s. NUSAS was funecticning on the campus but they were
attending to demestic probkms, domestic benefits anmd tHngs for the
students and they really only moved in when it came into the Seperate
Amenities Act, when the blacks were kicked off the campuses. That is
when NUSAS really besame-political/politicised.

And then afterall COD was banned in 1962 and it took another 20 years
before anything like JODAC began to appear. But they have thip &t remen=-
dous backing fmm the university and from the people who have left,

the ex campus people. I think that is cne of the very important thingos
that JODAC is doing and in CJ. - they are providing a political home
far the people that have left campus. They didn't have before. They
didn't want to go to the PFP, they didn't find it accorded with thelr
radical viewsy; I am talking about followers of NUSAS and the SRCs and
they didn't have anywhere to go, but now they do have somewhere to go.
I think at this is tremendously important. Tahgﬁ: we will always
find our regponses amongst, I think it is natural, probably our res-
ponse is amongst the better educated people. I think that...we are
not getting to the artisans. But then what you have on the other
hand, you have to realise, is the growth of the trade unions. And

the works that the young whites are dolng in mcfk, actual work, in

the trade unions.

There wasn't anything, all that in the 1950s. 'I mean there Were Very
few...one thing, there weren't black unions like there are today. Sc
it is a different theatre in.

.

we are working




Q And what do you point to as achievements? What have you experienced
in JODAC that you sid this was..made me feel like it was something
good?

A The kinds of things we have been talking about. The meetings and
that fact that at the big meeting in Jabulani when Nelson Mandela's
statement was read out, the numbers of JODAC people that were there.

AMpngst that 15 000, the part that was played by JODAC in the launch
aef the UDF,

Wasn't JODAC after UDF?

2fore, before. It has been on the go longer than UDF., (Oh,

e
22.) It has now affiliated but it was there first.

1—
wm
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] I think uet is interesting about the JODAC area committees, UDF
white involvment is the view of liberals. Now you had a lot of things
to say ahut liberals since we have talked; about the way you were
the wishy washy liberal and how disgusted you were with some of the

liberal party people and this kind of thing.
A When T & wishy washy liberal, was a small L not a big L.

Q Yeah, exactly but tell me about your views of liberals in the past
small L or big L,and your views now. Tell me in the past. Because
I would likete know a few things coz I remember this march with the

Sash, the early sash...the s...constituition ladies ande...

A That is right. Violet and I got really bullied into that by the
Jdohanna Cormdius. (Who is that?) She was the great trade union
ege of Splly Sacks, one of his...Johanne Cornelius

AnuBScheepers, were the wheee-main ones. Now the Black S8sh was

ct

then called the Defend the Constitution League and it was all to

do with the rape of the coloured vote, which was moving people tremen-
dously because at that time, it was the early 1950s, you had still

got the residual the growth of liberal opinion that occured during
the war years. That got broken down again, firstly amongst the

troops.

When th e Nats came in it got sguashed again but during those war

-y 28rs there was an upsurge of liberal opinion, there was., We were

64&
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fighting for democracy. And there just was. Then in the early 1950s
the government came in with, depriving the coloured people of their
vote on the common role - you know all that, that's histEEv. If you
don't know it you uwill find out. And the white womn formed themselves
inte the league of women, not the league of Women Voters, that s

already there long ago, fighting for their vote for women.

To defend the Constitution League. But they limited their memberﬁhip

to vomters, to women voters which meant that they automatically excduded
all black women to Begin with. But they were organising protests, this
was in 195...the Fed. was on the go, 1954/53 and they were having

their parades, their demonstrations outside parliament in C.T. and
whereever and they organised a two or three day protest at the Union
Buildings. They were the first women to go there, we weren't the first,

they were.

It was the middle of JH#ne, beginning of July and I rememher we were
reading about it in the papers, they had been there one night and
Johanna walked intoc my office one day and giad Helen, you and Violet
must go on that...and I, we are 41 ging. You are coming with us. And
when Johanna said you are coming with us, you went. And so off we go
to Fetoria, with Johanna and Violet and a few others. I found that
there were about a hundred whitewomen there and they were camped at
the bottom of the Union Buildings, where the Eeneri% Botha statue is,
right at the bottom of those gardens.

F

When I say camped, they did not have any tents, there they were, they

=
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blankets and they had sl@t there one night slready on their mat-
h <ets. And so I shared a matress with Johanna
nd I nearly died of suffocation, not cold, because mevery

a
time I pulled the blanlet down to get some air, Johanna pulled it up
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'y head and I nearly stiffled the whole night. But it

e
e she is a warm person both bodily and...she is dead

We got a lot of support oddly enough, in Pretoria. People suppo
came round Eﬂith bottles of port, brandy and whisky and sandwiches
thermos; we didn't starve. And we stayed there for two nights, t
since it was a three day/night demonstration. Then we came back to
Joberg and this is how we startel the protest at Pretoria, because when

meeting

» 8 conference of the Federation about it, that
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A

is when Margaret Gos 7 stod up from the floor and said the white
wumoen went to Pretoria to protest against their grievances but they
did not invite us. Now we will go to Pretoria to protest against

4

our greivances but we shall invite them, and they dd. But only the
white women didn't come. Jdust a few; they came as cbhserv...they made
a token presence as observers.

We were never able in the Federation to get any octher white womens

rganisations to affiliate to us, but the Sash and the Liberal Party

would send obhservers.

And what was it like being with those women? What were they like
politically? What was it like to be with ythem and had you ever had
any alliance with them before and had you rejected timem before?

No, we were...l know I felt a little bit like a cuekoo in the nest,
but they were quite nice tomus. They appreciated the fact that we
were there; we were extra bodies and they wanted extra bodis. And
we had come under the wing of Johanna Cornelius.

But what were your feelinm, true feelings about them?

I don't know that I thought about it very much. Jdulie at that stage
I was so involved in what I was doing; disappointed that the white
womens organisations wouldn't take a stand with us. Formally we in-
vited them to everything and they would send a couple of observers
or one to a conference and I, my feeling was a bit, well, if that is
theway they are, we have got plenty..there is 8 lot of work to be
done. And if we can't get the whites in and we can't get the mhites)
we can't get the whites. (And what was your feeling....) Do they
really matter, I think that is the stage I was getting to, did they

really matter.

And then when they founded the Liberal Party, how did you feel about

’
that?
I wasn't very much in at the time. That was at the end of the
r . - . n .
Defiance Capmpaign and I hads't take part in that because I wasn't

in any organisation, I had only watched it f¥m the side lines.

» You see, there was a split on the people that attended the
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A

gsort of meeting called by the ANC and the SAIC, to discuss the forma-
tion of a white organisation. Because of the amount of sympathy
there had been evinced during the Defiance Campaign. And there was
quit clearly a split between us which was really on the vote.

Because the people that later went into the, made the COD, stood on
universal franchise and the liberals stood on a qualified franchise.
S0 there was this split. And I suppose I aquired a form of cantempt
for them because of that. I was so enthusiastic about this new world
of mine that I tended to be very critical of people who wouldn't
acopt universal franchise. That was what we fought for: me, that

was what I had been in the army for.

For democracy, and democracy means universal vote and dhats what the
United Nations says, its declaration of human rights, then why can't
these people accept it. I...was intolerant, I really was intolerant
of them. I knew some lovely individuals, persons, like Ruth Hayman,
Jack Underholter and one or two others, but as a group the COD did,

we had contempt for them: yes we did. VYes.

And how did that feeling towards liberals grow or changegover the
years so then the Liberal Party just (Can't really say) Didn't?

S0 you have always had amcontempt?

We have always been ahead of them, you see. When it came to the
Congress of the People we were part of the National Action Council
that formed..that handled it. The Liberals wouldn't comein. They
wouldn't come in on a procedural objection; they said they were not
prepared to be sponsers of something they had not been in on the
planning of from the very b%ginning. And T was there at the meeting
when they said that. Today they wasnt to deny it but it is true.

It is true, that is what they did say. It
It was a thing of pride.

And how does that compare now with the view of the younger or the

new generation of JODAC people towards liberals?

Towards...well now you mean the PFP? Don't you, because there is
no Liberal Party. (Ja) Soywu mean the PFP now. Well, as Sheila

says we are reaching out but as she also said, for the meeting we

o
meed 180 @ yEBT ago, there was a division in J0DAD as,whether they shpuld

7139
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A

go ahead with it. Whether they shouldn't leave the PFP to wallow

in their own mistakes.

But you see, they have moved, they have come a vyear later, they

have had 8 very successful meeting so I think that is happening. I
have contempt..l must say I have great contmpt for them, the PFP.
Ngt for the individuals, I really admire Helen Suzman, alwayS...
wonderfully, I really do, for what she does as an individual; what
she has stopod up to for all these years but 1 have the greatest con—-

t Tor the Party.

ause I maintain they are absolute sell outs; they have no right

to be in parliament; Sheeria is there... A year ago, well 18months
ago, now, what were they doing, campaigning for a no vote in the
referendum and what are they doing now, sitting in parliament. There_
fore they are no better than TfmegﬁybaﬂsB and the Hendrikes. I mean

I do have very intolerant views of them, I do. Very much so but not

5

to the individual, there are some individuals that I like very much.

But I think as a party, a%nd I have sfid it. I was inuvited to go to

C.T. Sweetie you are so tired.
Ne I am not,I am listening. Exhausted) I am Rlistening sec much.

I went to C.T. last year, I was invited By the PFP Youth to go and
speak to a meeting in C.T. on the 31st May, or near to it, which is
Republic Day. Sort of protest meeting against the Republic. I s%%d
you won't want me really because you won't like what I am going to

4

say and they said we give you a fee hand, you can say what you like.

—-‘

5o L went ta B.

c

Lol )

o their PFP Youth, they had about 200 people there.

1

I sat on

o]
pure

he platform with the PFPs; Di Bishop, I like veryfhuch
b

a8 a pe

8

o

n, think she is lovely and I told them exactly what I
I

thought. said what are you doing in parliament; I know that you
are the opposition, you are taelking about things that are happening
in 5.A. loud and clear but the extra parliamentary opposition outside
are saying those thimgs much more loudly and much more clearly and
they are being ligened to all over the world, whereas you're not.

You are only talking to parliament. I said honestly you have no

tight to be there, you are no better than the g@gbawsb and the Hend=

rickse; you are regarded as sell ocuts and you campaign for a no vote

769
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in view of their previous stand, and the fact they don't represent
their people, do you see the as illegal. And he said yes I see those
m—————=parties as illegally in parliament. I did say then, what about

you had no right them, no moral right to go back into parliament.

So I have said it to them.
And what did they say?

They were aeet. They came up afterwards and Wsaid do wwe resign
from the PFP? And I...said to a few of them, no I don't think you
must resimgn but you must work at it. And make them understand what
they are doingz. Must make...you see there is a thinking going on
but it is in the youth, in te PFP Youth which isn't happy about the

role of the PFP., 1Ist just is not. They were really sweet, suweet.

But so would you say that for you, you haven't changed? It is the

same kind of contempt you always had?
I suppose so.

But at the same time would you have seen yourself five or ten years
ago, if someone had said, let us go to a meeting to hear Peter SUG&

or whoever (I would have gone) VYou would have? (Mmm) Even then?

I would have gone to the meeting, I went to this meeting, I'll always
go to the meetings.

Now. What I am saying, that ynubent to this Peter Scaf meeting now,

ten years ago would you have gone to hear a Peter Soaf, some PFP
person?

I wouldn't...I might have gone to a PFP meeting; don't forget I have
been banned from meeetings off and on for so long. I suppose I would
have gone, Yes I would have gone, though I didn't really bother to

go to the Report backk meetings hecause I had these, I read hansard
anyway. And I would go to heckle. I would go to argue. I didn't

at thish\meeting but partly because now I am old; I don't want to be
taking up their guestions. I want the young to ask the gquestions and
they did; they asked the guestions that I would have asked; so I
felt so satidfied. The only thing I did do was when somebody asked

Pekter Snﬁgfdc you see the coloured party and the Indian party nouw

) 3
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Q

And what did he say?

Well, there was a burst of laughter you see. And then Tom WBSF‘-—
toogk it oveX and said that is the Bkind of gquestion I like, two
wards only. But it went home but I didn't have to expand on it

because later on somebody else asked the guestions.

And that 1 think is terribly important, why wehpn I go to these

meetings I do nmtbsk the q&estiuns. I want people and not me and

they do; I find if I wait long enough they ask the guestions I would
have asked.

I queééTi¥°USEr?E§1 that there is a different attitude on the part
of white progressives to the liberals, PFP, or whatever party than
used to be among COD? Ja, that is the way I should ask it. Does
JODAC feel different towards the PFPF thanm COD felt towards the
Liberal Party?

No I don't. I thhink individually we had our own feelings of anger
and cotempt against the liberal party in the 1950s. As an organisa-
tion not really, no. Look we went and canvassed for Ruth Hayman

as a candidate for the Liberal Party when she canvassed for parliament.
I have cangassed for the Liberals. UWE did, we would always work,

we would have been very happy ifwe had got closer to the liberals.

But the liberals were very suspicious...don't fnrge%mthe 19508 there
was tremendous anti communist suspicion and the liberals were very
suspicious of the COD which they saw..and some of them still see

as a communist front. Some of the old die hards in the Qiberal

Party have, certainly have not changed their ideas gther.

So anyway I will quitw trying o push, I think there is a difference.
I came to S.A. in 79 and cognempt is the word; if someone had said
lets go and hear the report back of Helen Suzman, it would have been
like you said, why bother, whereas now it seems there is the whole

reaching out

ell there is a reaching out, yes there is, I think you are right.
It has certainly changed itself in one vear, in JODAL. I was glead
that Sheila was here..l didn't kno thés, I didn't know that they

; . : 7
had this trouhle at the Bfirt meeting. That there was 8 solid block
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But was she politically any different or what was she like?

Well they were all in the Labour Party and they never got...beyond
the Party. I think all of them had visits to Moscow in the 1920s/30s
or someting like that but they never got beyond the Labout Party.

The old white Labour Party. They were...outstendding figures in the

old Labour Party.

Have your views about communism and the Soviet Union changed or do

you think you never had any direct suppkort of dealings?

Ng, I didn't. Look, as far...it is difficult to explain: Communism
and Marxism, as a philosophy I greatly admire; I don't understand it
all that well, not in depth but I do really admire it and 1 think it
has the answers, very many of the answers;but the outrages that have

been committed by the Soviet Union I cannot swallow, I can't.

Sometimes I!m tempted to discuss it with people who I know have got
very very radical views and they are...and then when anybody says
to me u%ll, they have to preserve the achievements of socialg®m I

have had it.
S0 how would you describe yourself politically?

I hope I have graduated from the wishy washy liberal. I think...I
don't want to use the word progressive, cuase that ten mixes me up
with the PFP, I think in todays terms I am a radical democratic. 1
want to see S5.A. ...l wast to see a system of socialism here but I
can't spell it out. But what I am is a Freedom Charter Socialist,
there you are, that is my definition. I am a Freedom...l stand total-
ly by the Freedom Charter. I am a Freedom Charter Socislist and 1

would love other people to think of me hat way.

That is a beautiful ending so the rest of it is just clearing up

loose ends. I keep saying it, I am terrible, I have mre guestions.
That's all right.

So there weren't any afrikaners, white Afrikaners who were changed by

Splly Sack who I could talk to...who, because I am only interviewing

progresives. It is just there are so few Afrikaners...(So long ags,

142
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I mean that's LOyears ago.
I know, I just have interviewed a lot of older people but I just...

The other Afrikaner that I knew of course, in the 1950s, but that is
who I don't want to talk about: Peter Be?ﬁé@é@é who was the President
of the COD., And of course the other one is Bmm Fisher, how could I
forget Bram Fisher; you see I don't think of him as really an Afrika=-

ner.
I know I was going to say, I certainly don't think chﬁlsa and Ruth...

No, you see, I/one doesn't, but then he is...course he is, he is

a supreme example. I would never..l loved Bram very much but at the
time you know, I went to visit him in j2il and it was lovely visitwring
him but I Rad never had ¥a very cmlose relatipnship with B8ram, I did
not. I admired him, I thought he was absolutely wonderful but of

course there's Bram.

Now Peter Beﬁe%%ld was the Pres. OFf COD; . I admired Peter very much
in fact we all did and the fact that Peter broke under jail pressure,
but while he was oukr President he was trusid by everybody; he had

the confidence of the Africans, he was on the consultative committee
with them and I..he never betrayed that, never. But he couldn't stand
up to the pre...lpook, we..none of us know where our breaking point
lies and Pete's lay very close to him. He broke at the thought of
long years in jail and he betrayed Bram and became a professional

witness, which is #®rrible. Dreadful.

Is he alive today?

Yes, still in Joberg. I met him once, in the street, we passed each
other and our eyes met as m we passed; I can'ft 1l you mggt his
expression was, it was like, the look in the eyes of my dog if I

have beaten my dog when it is naughty. But the difference is that

I feel sun&?%y dog. I didn't feel sorry for Peter. It was a dread-
ful experience, it really was; I thought about it for days afterwards
and I knew I had not felt sorry for him. I had seen that look of a
whipped dog and I wasn't sorry.

And you felt you could not speak tao him?
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A

I oouldn*t.

Does he have contact with anyone?

No. Not that I know of. I don't think ec.
What does he do?

Well, his wife Stella had a big typing agency; that was known as
the S5tella Bele... Agency and he sort of was part of that. I
imagine it is all part of that, I don't know what they lve on. I
don't know. They had a brilliant son who went to Cambridge, Dereck

Bel « 1 don't know what he thought of his parents.

I didn't feel sore about Dereck, because he wasn't part of it. I
thought sorry for 5tella but she made her choice which was to support

herm husband.
And were there any people from the CoRMMARER whO supported Benveld -~

Not from the whole Congress movement, no. He was damned as a traitor

for all time.

And why do you tink..I mean why was he different? I mean you had
so much admiration for him when he was in that position, why was he

different?

I don't know. There was some flaw in his make up of which nobody was
aware of. I am sure it..he wasn't aware of it himself. I am sure

he wasn't. It is a flaw, dreadful, fragic,...(50...% But he knew
what he was doing, that is the thing. He wasn't tortured, was never
tortured, but he couldn't fac® the thought of long years in jail -

he said so.

And his position, I want to make sure...He's not on the books, is he.
Just want to make sire, so many people are. He was President of COD
fomm 53 to 62, the whole time?

From all the..no, let me ist think about and get it straight. The
Transvaal COD was fomed first and Bram was the National..was President

of the Transvaal, but then he was hanned and then Peter Bele...
221
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hecame the Transvaal Fresident, and I think when we got to the National
Con€erence, as far as I can rememter, Peter was elected National
President..l don't remember any other National President. And he
was right up to the very last days of the COD. The last day of
COD was a meeting of the remainirfs of the Natibnal Executive, all
of us banned, I think, as I remember. There were, six of us, met
in a car after the COD was banned. WE went to drive inn, not a
drive inn, to the Doll House, wehere you buy pandos and eat them in
the car and we sat there muthing hamburgers in the car. So as not
to look like & meeting. And we took our decision which was that

the COD could not go underground.

The ANC was already underground and there was no room for ancther
organisation in the liberation movement underground. And SoO..uwe
had been fomed to work above ground, to work amongst the swhites;
there was no...we could serve no purpose by gdng underground and soO
we took that final, that was the final meeting of the National Exe-

cutive of the COD., We took the decision, to fold up.

Q So you have never actually never been involved in underground work?
A No.

Q You have always been ebove ground.

A Always been above ground.

] Did you know Torch Dm%mandn or Springbok Legion people?

A I didn't know the Springbok Legion people. I didn't come across

them. I think the reason for this is that I worked as Welfare and
Information Oficer in 5.A. whereas the Springbok Legion was working
really up North. I knew abogut it but didn't come into contact with
1t

Now the Teorch Commando, I was very impressed with it, because it took

a very strong stand, on the coloured vate and said that that wasn'twnok
they had fought in the army for; for the coloureds to be deprived of
their vote and they organised these huge torch light processions

across Joberg and I marchedin those torch light processions, as an

=EBX servicewoman, carryim a torch. I did do that, I got as far as

254
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that.

Why didn't vou get further because you didn't agree with them politi-
cally?

No, see they werenlt a membership organisation. They were a group
who would call masses of people into meetings, and to march in pro-

cessions, but they weren't a membership organisation.

Is there anyone around now who I could talk to or are they more out-

side?

I can't thik of anybody off hand, Julie but there must be people.
Carnesie? Fred Carneson , someone mentioned anocther name.

here.

Pardon?

He is pverseas.

Ja, I am saying...

Oh well, no Fred would more likely to be..tell you about the

Mclee ! but he could alsoc tell you about the Torch Commando.
There is no one here who could tell wexme/ think of 7

there must be lots of people but they aren't people that I knowand
their names doesn't sort of come to me immediatly. I can't now remem=-
ber who were...you see the leading lights were the very high ups,

like who was the man who lost 8 leg, Barder. The flying ace and
people like that; people at the top of the army and the air force.
They were really the Drganisérs and the guiding spirits in the Torch.
But you see there wasn't a mebership thing. I suppose a lot of people
who were in the army would march in the Torch 0 marches but I don't

know who they were.

Mmm (Ihave moved away from my war time associations, I have moued

very far sway from them, politically and socially)
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Q

Al

@ -

Q

A

And those, the magazine of COD, or the publication was Fighting
Talk?

Fighting Talk was a very fine... but our..well Fighting Talk was one
of our publications. We worked on that on the editorial committee

but our journal wass Counter Attack.
And those are all in Archives? Those I can find? There'S....

They are all banned duckie, you can't get...just that you can't find

them.
No but one would find them probably in...Britain or something.

If you can get into them, they are on the universities, they are all
in the banned section. But overseas there must be, must be, oh there

must be.

Ja, and I wanted to ask how many whites were in the treason trial

initially and then at the RRd? Really asking some memories?
Stop this and I'1ll get you the figures.

Ok, then we'll do that at the end. A couple more gquestions: Why did

Splly S8cks leave?

Because he said that there was no role for him to play, he felt that
if he'd been convicted that could have been a lying point for the
whole ef the Garment Workers Union. He felt that he had been acguit=-
ted; he could go on, still organising the Union, opposing the govern-

ment and everything else. But when he got a suspended sentence he

felt that that actually hamstrung him and that he couldn't be effective.

He felt it was an insult-
S0 when did he leave?
1953 -May 534 . End of 53,

And do you think he did anything worthwhile after he rEFt?

Yes he did. He wrote a few books; He got a fellowship to Manchester
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A University. But of course he didn't play the role that he expected
he would pB. I think he was very disappointed. He didn't under-
stand that his infliience was SA. I think that he made a dreadful

mistake.
Q Did you ever think of lmving?

A Never. Never, never. Look Julie there is nothing overseas that 1
could do. That the people there can't do just as well or better.
There is nothing that I could doy there is plerty that I cen do here.

Q When you described yourself politically would you say you are a

feminist?

A Not really, not really. It is something about..that I haven't got
involved in. 1 certainly am aware of and deplore the injustices to
woman, when I think of how they are treated and the disabilities
that are heaped upon the black women, who suffer as being black,
being a2 women as being everyting else. And I get very angry about
this but I wish that they were a sort of middl§ of the road Fem%nist
movement that I could be drawn into but I find them so extremgist.
The feminist groups here, I find them very extremist and I do see
them as a danger in this, that there/they have the potential and it
does happen in practice too, they dew women away from the liberation

struggle. It is an out for many women; it is a safe out.

And I find mit is competitive. It draws people away fromthe real
struggle. 0Our .... vieww, you can call it a view, in the 19508 was
that we are fighting for the liberation & all people, we are fighiting
for social justice for all people; men and womena, for men and women
together. UWhen we have got our freedom then we will attend to any
wrogngs of women if we still need to. Look we felt that there would

not be any need, that these things would get soclved when we got our
freedom.

I think I still...feel that today. I feel that ...the..the..you see
the feminist movements, they do vary, they operate as you must be
aware, at different levels,; On the campuses they do tend to be
rahggr exclusively and esoterically academic and these are the ones
I am not really in sympathy with. Mopving downwards, now getting the
womens groups formed that are more part of the movement and I thnk
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A this is a great thing. Becuase then they can go along at the same

time, it means you can draw them in by drawing attention to their
wrongs and at the same time draw attention to the wrongs of all

peme .

Q And there is a lot of debate going on; we are talking about them
within the white community, do you ever listen to or care about
or think about this workerist anti charterist...(I am really disturbed
about it

A I don't know how strong it is and I don't know how long it will
last. I hopé that it will work itself out; I am avery disturbed
about it.

a Do you know..how de you feel is its origins and its motivation?

What are those workerists about?

i A I don't know. I wouldn't like to voice suspicions, I don't really
know. But I find that impedes the struggle. You see I go to

it
meetings and obviously I am so pro Charter that I am...would natu=-

rally be angry about anti charterists expressions and what not,
and movements against the Charter, of cmursebﬁeaguld be. The thing
is the Workezdsts are so full of cliches..the rnéﬁ of the working

Class and the proletariat must lead the staﬁggle etc. etec. All

terms.

|

|

‘ these things are true but they put them out in such cliched hackneyed
Like the working class..l don't know whether I go along 100% with
the division into classes. I still feel very stﬁgngly that racism
is a very very strong dimension in our struggle, in the whole system
here. UWhereas the workensts tkend to disagree with me. They pk all
thememphasis on class exploitation, whereas I tput a lot of emphasis
on racist hatred. Yes I do. And I feel that the workerists..l wish
there wasn't this division; I think it is such a pity, it isn't

time for division, this Ehe time for unity.

And who..I mean, I feel there is a tendency to limit the idea of

the working class to people in factories. The working class goes
far beyond the factory floor. I consider that people, academics are
workers. I don't see why they &ould be excludd. Anyway ths is all

very naive.
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Q It's 30 years almost exactly till when the Oongress of the People
happened and you had all this time when you were banned and had to
jus look at what seemed @ hopeless situation; Did you ever think
10years ago, 5 years ago even that there would be thia‘legalisatioﬁ

of the Charter; you waold be able to have things up on your wall?

A No, not one of us did. UWe hnew we wee building someting that was
bmportant. We knew that it was tremendously important at the time
- for us it was our blueprint in a wy, it was a blueprint for the
future. It was the wishes of the people. Nothing laid down from
alve, it was the wishes of the people expressed in the Freedom Charter
and to us that was an enormous achievement. We never realised that
30years later it would be one of the most important things in the
whole liberation moement. The cement that draws people together.
An aim, a goal. To me that is oneof the most exciting things about

tEng alive today, its just seeing that.

Q If someone were to say is this valid? Do you think this is a vkalid
«..this idea of looking at whites, do you think it is important to
look at whites? I mean surely we know that the stﬁ%ggle is black
lead, would you say that it is a valid thing to do? It is an important

useful tHng to do, historical or whatever?®

A It is human it must be useful. You cman't exclude a g¥oup. . If yoo
exclude the whites from our liberation struggle we are no better than

the bloody Nats, are we.

=

But and what about the excercise of trying to interview all these

people yourself and all the people I have mentioned, do you think
that is useful?

A Yes I think so. I hope so. I hope the drop of water falks on the
stone. 1 do hope sa.

Q@ In what way?

A You see I can't... we can't exclude the whites, any more than the
blaks didn't want to exclude the whites either. I think..ggdfb\) put
it beautifully once in a speech, in a speech he said they say we want
tn drive the whites intoc the sea, but what we forget is that there

—==—=38 @partheid on the beaches and we can't get to the beachesm. It
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A doesn't apply today but was beautiful at the time.

Who said that?

f -

)

TUTU, It is beautiful that they..today you can't say it because
you knm, apartheid is being taken away on maost kof the kbeaches
but when he said it them, he said we can't go on the beaches to

drive the whites into the sea.

Q Can you just make a statemat to me about what you see as the role

of whites?

A Look, I would like to eliminate the ¥ord role from my vecabulary
«and everyone elses' voacabulary. I get really tied up in knots
about tviks idea of the word role. I think that the part that we
have to pl?% now in the strugple of liberation must be a supportive
role if you like. Supportive role. 1 think thisg is very important.
That we must merge ourselves into the whole stﬁ%qgle and He acceptes
a8 supportive role because that is all that we wmamagemore than we

deserve.

I have no time for this talk of in the PFP and what have you, of
protecting minorities; that dréves me round the,.up the wall, UWhat
right have whitess minorities got to talk about being protected?

We have deprived the majorkky of their rights for 100s of years. No
no, we must stand side by side, side by side is one of my mottos.
Side by side we must stand and we must take whatever part we can
play; whatever supportive part we can play. I den't think we?ggﬁ e

expect anything more than that. That is pretty hard for the whites
to accept.

¥

Just to ask two things, for a comment because I think it is important
for overseas: The k%one is the disinvestimegécampaign. ¥ tnlrk it
would just be kmpxrkamkinteresting for someocne to just ask you to
fgcomment on that. Is that something that you think is...I mean how

did you feel when you first started hearing about 1t7

A For yeay I have met American visitors here who have siad to me what

do you thik we should do? 1 have kaways given the same anaer: take

your money out of S5A. And that is where I stand today. They must
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take their money out of S5A - we don't want it. It is not doing
any good. It is bolstering up this bloody government. Oh I must
not use that workd. Bolstering up the gosvernment. At least I
haven't said buggars. And its not..it maybe benefitting a feuw
employees in each particubr factory but what do they add up all

5 el absglu
togetiery, ERRXER

It is helping this government and anything that is helping this

govenment is bad. It is prolbnging the 1life of the government,
because it is..helping with its...well the prosperity that is
gradually now coming back, it is coming back. I am %

It faveur of Et.

Tape is going to end; I just want to follow up becausSe...437




