JF 3o cén you tell me where were you born?

A In S.A. Joberg. 1959, my name is E;”rmrQZ:, now Mre. Gormodzo
Nkadimen g.

JF Waa your family a political cne or did they not go in for politics?

Had they been involved in the ANC when 1t was legal or were they
people who said no, we must keep out of trouble; if you get into
politics you will get in trouble? How did they teach you?

A My family was never involved in politics. I was the first person

at home and naturally my parents were very much against it because

of selfish protection if I may say. To them politics was n

& sl
v y nt+thidinn
Y a8 nowning

B o Tl Recad A =statmoed 1
glse bt being detaine y

=] 1t being v ed, you know sufferinga and they were believing
that I cannot be involved because I cannot change the system; I
found it there and there are so many people anywa y who can do it.
So they didn't see any need of me as their child, being involved in

J 5o did you try to argue with them or just quitetly do..get involved?

Did you ever try toc see if you could politidse them?
A Obvipusly I couldn't operate without arguing with my parents because

my political involvment was so..consu-ming so much of my time that

there is no way in which I couldn't explain toc my parents why

what am. I doing. And as & result I had ti be open with them}

W . : o :
with them, tell them how independent I was as a...somebody,; you know
grown up at that stage. Even if I got involved a8t the age of 20;

but with African people especislly at that age, before you are mar-

ied, whilst you are still schooling to them you are still very much
dependent. GSo it was very difficult for me although I argued with

them and I mean to a point where my father was feeling that even if
I can get arrested there is nothing he can

i =

Uil e
=

Cf course it wes just an emotional thing which he sd4id at that time.

But like because of my involvment, my participation in student poli-
tiecs, and alsoc my involvment in first the executive of COSAS. I
got arrested and naturally my father was very much hurt and tr (ed

to come and see me in prison but because I was in detention, their

was no way in which he could come and see me

aegE ke

But whet I am trying to say is that even
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he was, he thought that
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some point I would be arrested, and he will have ngéhing te do

21\
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Interview: Jackie

A

[

A e S

with me, but the fact is the conditions are such that there is no
way in, which they can isclate me as a family member. And I could
see during my arrest how invelved and how thuchy this thing wasj
more so I was arrested from home, from my mothers place; they wee

gall there in the morning about three, and they experienced all the
Gy ’ y |

i

harassment of searching and the arrogance of the police. So in that
uay, . . SR S T i . .

: I thimk 1% iws in Ehen that they became...they realised that
wekher you are involved or you are not, you are still going to be

subjected to intimidation, harassment and all that from the police.
So was that in '79, with the first COSAS exec.?

What motivated you to get involved? That must have been, you were
quite yound? You were what, what standard were you? Or form or
what ever?

In 1976 when I really got ;nvulved mgaufeuas probably attracted by
the mobs psychology of demonstrations, around that time. I was
very young thenm but because I was schooling and all schools, all
students were demonstrating; there was no way in which I couldn't
But I mean 1nth prucesdhf demonstratiors we met peocple from the
SSRC, and these people kept talking to us saying you got...that is
how I got interested in pnlitics.

Probably because I was very talkative alsoc and I remember in one
of the demonstrations when we were mﬂrching to dohn Vorster Square
for the list of all people who were detained, that time, I had my
funny beliefs of then I was not a political persony 1 was a mere
student demonstrating with other sudents and I thought that the
whites in S.A. are the enemy and as a result, why I..what I sald
to that person whom I didn't know then that he was a student leader,

who was one of the SSRC chaps; 1 seid why don't we glve cur parents
who

ABTE ur““*n* in all these domestic workers, some poiseon to kill all

the whites. Laughs. And apparently how this chap got interested in

me to say,but I mean this one can be trained proper. And that is
how he teld..how he explained his whole case long after that we a@e

already involved in the ANC activities.

S0, how did he start to train you properly? Did he say to you look
we are not fighting ageinst the whites or did he just say to you

stupid idea or....

—fe—=prtunately I got..l said that to a very progressive and clear

34
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Interview:

A

Jackie

Because he said to me but not all whit
And that
whites.

think

person.
know., we are correcting to do beca
But. I

1‘.[-]['?,

cratic didn't understand; then i

3=
derstan

and I

t rIm

three years un ding
Because I didn't meet
I met him that day and then I met him

month and that is how he then tried to explain

no
you know. unfortunately

nually;

es are enemy, you
use we have demp-—
t tock me years
why his statement,
that person conti-
for sure after a

the policies of the

ANC to me and he trained me politically.

JF Sg this I think is what I am trying to get at. It is very clear

and obvious why you would grew up in Sowetc and an intelligent
person would see and immedia®ly want to be anti white, but how

you could move from feeling that way over two or three years.
7

To
say well,... Could you say something about that?
Were there any other things that influenced you?
it just that

what 2
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whites, or was it didnt make sense
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nno

comrade, was so clear that to me, I immediately understood that

not everybody ie an enemy, especlally when you explain to me there*s

different social systems, you know, when you came to capitalism in
particular, to tell me that two opposed classes, the working class

and the bourgois class, and in our case unfortunately apartheid is

Put... 18 pushed forth, you know, 1t'8..ce.5 of a scapegoat,of

capitalism, when in reeslity it is not the case, because I meen,whites

are being given privelges to divide the working class itself, and

as a result weaken it, you know, and that alone made me.,..convinced
me that by the way you are all living in South Africa, and if we say
we are going to drive them to the sea, I mean why should we do that

ofl

neE
A

because Sguth
gl1l af

rica is what it is today because

e

us, you know, our joint effc

(]

Now the other thing that you said is really

£ T T ey 4 + 3
EI'MMENRT LTIl

the ANC

terrorists everywhere.

S. 8. eg to put out that people are too s to

discuss and at the same time they say there are ANC

The idea that\yuu could just matter of

factly say that somebody would explain it, ANC paliay. to You, I
mean are young people in S.A. today, was it wur experience that
people supported the ANC, that they were learning about the ANC,

‘uhat pecple were talking about the ANC, and

that is
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Interview: Jdackie

AF things that just never come out. Jusi as well because they do say
CUSAS ies an ANC front, whereas the reality is people inside feel

that way. (ja, ja) But can you talk about that?

JF You know I think from 1979, peopel are very free inside the country
to talk about the ANC. Probably it is because the impact, the edu-
cation, the understanding of the S.A. situation, in relation to the
policies of the ANC;. there is no way in “hich these people CBNeosNOL
support the movement. he situastien demands...the situation 1s such

thet there i= no way in which one can =y, I mean those whe of course,

4

those who support the ANC, can say that the policies of the movement

are not relevant at this point.

And just like I said earlier that I was arrested because 1 was on the
National Executive of COSAS., It was believed that COSAS was a front
of the ANC which was not true,

COSAS is a student movement and happen: to be havhg very clear poli-
tical directives. Even if it is student politics, but it is student
politics aspiring a new democratic S.A. and it so happened that its
constitution, its beliefs, its aspirations are that of the ANC. And
because a8 we know that earlier on, during the 50s when the movement
was 8till legal people knew the movement so much and it had organised
so much, during the , when they were organising region by
region, streets by streets and as a resuli it never jusi faded away.
Even during the lull in the movement; after that Rivonia trisl.

608, beginning o
active.

But as the students re rganised themselves, of course, with the
basis of their consciousness, which was not relevant at that time
the movement...the people came to realise that there is no way in
which people can not link the struggle, not link the progressive

democratic organisations, like the ANC. You know it is the libera-

yay

tion movement today. And theat is why people justify it...I can,

. simply say people have unbanned the ANC inside the country you knouw

| and it is from them, it is not that...the ANC is the people in my
understanding. Because they believe in what the ANC is doing and
actually they are instructing the ANC to do that and ANC is them.

In different departments because  they are banned right now. But

as we see in the current issues..are,.lt isclear thet people have
decided that wsatever happens anyway, we are s8till going to struggle.

And banning the . ANC is &8ll well,.cfficially rubbing it..I don't

| know what, how they come to & conclusion of banning an organisation

' 9 - s 2 o o
but you cannet say you have managed to SUPPTESS +he feeling of =
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Interview: Jackie

A

JF

JF

suffering people.

Let me ask you was that 8 .... (tim

@

, because 1 see some of the
people are already waiting) sc was that a...(no I ha...) las that
something yvou thought dout when you were in COSAS, not to appear
to be linked to the ANC?

You know COSAS was formed under very difficult -conditions. First
it was after two or three, two years of the system having banned

all organisations; schools not operating very properly but under all
those difficult conditions, COSAS was formed. And Fnrfuﬁﬁtuly

the Isandalwan; the battle of

coincided with: the 100th Century
Mzilikazi and the Britieh and The only battle, well amongst the only
battle that was won by the Africans.

The campaign came that it was the year of Isandlawane and COSAS took
it up and it was...so much well organised thmughout, and advertised
so as that the enemy immediately felt that this is ANC, in students
heads. And the students them selves felt that with the activities
armed activities, of the ANC, you know immediatly after the 1976,
uprisings, that there is no other alternative to this apartheid
government, Botha, Malan, vyou know, regimei But the ANC.

And because you khnow the oppresses, the opp-ressive laws it is dif-
ficult in S5.A. to. stand up and say that. Although COSAS defined

as you say clearly, and 1ifted the flag of the ANC and weni around
distrub:ting pins of Isandalwane. Well, I can't say it was our ideas,
I didn't know where tey came from, but all what I know is that they
had a flag of the movement and they were very much warned by every-
body,.throughat the country, everybody seemed to be excited by the
fact that the movement is coming up very strong and the students are
broadly..coming up and -+ saying ANC.

And from 79 everybody has seen that the ANC has come very clearly
and irrespective of the harassment that the people are experiencing
people continue to say the ANC, as you say, they burythEirpanple

in our flag} they talk about the ANC; they are no leonger afraid.

And when were you detained? Around..was it surely..I don't care

about dates but I mesn you were detalned shortly after the formation

or when they did the whole swoop or what?

I was not detained, because COSAS was formed on the 4th June and

_we were detained on the 23rd November. The whole executive through=-

LEeD




Fage 6
Interview: Jackie

A throughout the country ..it was national executive.

JE. 459,

A Ja, 1979. Throughout the country; I must say because Iphraim was

our Pregsident, then was in the Nprthern Transvaal. Ue were in
= * L | y =l ] L P
Joberg, and other were in the Cape; 1. Sansila was ie the
Cape. Op / Masukwani was in Pretoria; ¢ you know,

and it is because of, as I say, those few months of sort of adver-
tising the policies, the constitu.tion of COSAS, which then the
enemy said it is an ANC front. Probably because of its progressive
-ness as a8 stu-~dent organisation, And probaBly because of course,
as not organising students
from the school, because ¥ was difficult to address the students.

g 8 result we were orgenising from cutside the classrooms and
almpst getting everybody, even nen scholars you know; unemployed
youth, working youth, all, almost everybody you know.

Around '79 all...almost all activities were organised by COSAS and

I mean this was really pressurising the enemy to. a point that they

felt if they can leave us to go for ancther year, to see an annual

cenference, because we were then to have another conference, around
’ L]

May, probably that is how they felt they have to detain us.

The armed activities of the movement, smbotage to the enemys' econo-

mic targets was intensifying and this was very much supported by

the people. Soc I think this is what lead to our detention.
JF And then...
End of tape.
Side B
A We were in detention for 12 and half months, because we were released

around My/June, I am not sure. Jdust...
dF Just released, nd charged, nothing...?

A No, it was detention without trisl...a pure detention. WNo they did
not have anyi#ing against us and it was difficult for them to take
us to court. Alsoc I think why it was relatively short irrespective
of the allegatione they had, that we were into the ANC.
I think COSAS was becoming 8...world known type of student organisa-

tion, that was formed under those conditions which was creating s

1

1ot of attraction; it was coming up and we were saying ANC for the

autside.

. e s from the oud
- pirst time and there was just too much pressure from the ou
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When you came out then you say

-

/

rview: Jdackie

I think they had no option but to release us.

And did that detention really affect you? Did it really scare you?
Was it the first time you had been picked up?

It was the first time I was picked up; I was never scared and that
is why I continued struggling even after my detention to a point that
unfortunately I couldn't stay lenger in the country after my deention
because 1 was now closely watched by the enemy and I couldn't do
anything effective, whether above bpoard or underground so I had to
leave the country.

So you left shortly after the detention?
No, I left two months after the release from de tention.

And was it obvious that you would go right to the ANC? I mean did
VL (e

1t was very pbvicus, I mean I had no option; I had no gqualms, I had

no questions— I just said to myself there is no other organisation,
there is no organisation for me, to carry on my student politics and

I had widened my scope there and I was now thinking more of a nation...
on 8 natlonal basis tha just on a small sector of youth and students.
As a resultt the only organisation which could prove to me that they
can accomodate my beliefs then, was the ANC. I asutomatically just

cameg out and joined the ANC.

Was it a diffiwlt thing to leave the country? Waes it scarry or Jjust
saying goodbye to your parents? UWere you able to even tell them you

were leaving?

No I was not able to tell them = I just left, like I am just going to
town and coming back and it was very difficult to leave the country.
It was under difficult conditions; I mean it is not a legal thing,
it is illegal and you have to have soc many contacts to leave the
country which is not a very easy thing because people are scared.
They do not know who is working for the enemy, who is doing to
identify the spoors and the people and it is just a difficult thing.

would-

you were completely non racial er
10!
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Interview: Jackie

JF

1 E

are you still evelving that? I mean would you have still bLeen

suspicious of every white, or did you find that the ANC had white

Ever since my involvement in COSAS, for me since its inception,

for me its constitution which was drawn in my PTEsence, 88 a person
who fully participated in 1its formation anyway, I never had prob-
1emsm$ﬁ9tes because we were a non racial organisation. Freom the

onset, so that was a real small problem for me solve.

These two

0

ars, it wes in '76 that that guy first sald to you
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It was long..COSAS was fammed years after that and

LR

And when you were in S.A. did you have any experiences..just I..if

you could just talk s bit esbout it, maybe non racialism doesn't mesn
you have to have any contact with whites. Maybe 1% Jjust..maybe i%

one finished. But I am just wondering, i
If you had...

is 8illy of me to dwell on it. Maybe it just meeans you accept any
n

practice, what that meant.

In practice, to be objective, we shouldn't be very subjective; since
whites are not very much involved at home, esven if they ae we are

not staying with them; we don't know what Hey do, we dan't know who
they are; we don't knew where they come from and it is very diffi-

cult to know exactly why this person had just started/decided to
join the movement. And naturslly onewuld be suspicigus, even if I

am the ANC. It is unlike when I meet somebody African whom I can be
able toc say, who was my neighbour er somethingsomebody else know and
I can easily able to tell/identify and trace his history back. And
8s we say because we are developed by that system it is not a thing

which is just immediately going to be

icated from our minds.

dut, belng suspicious, you can be suspacious to black or white but
as I = it is more on the white side than black but it doesn't mean
that the enemy is slways white. We always...I mean we alsc have
black people who are enemy. But this problem of getting rid of
apartheid beliefs in you, also as 8 person, as an individual is not

an easy thi

Qe
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‘Just a few poeple who are not,

rvaegw: Jackie

Can you remember when you . first heard of Mandela and the ANLC? Can

you even remember?
It i around 1876, j&

= 1

So it was not before that that you had heard?

Mo, I was very hindered to know anything.about that. I mean the name
it is long in me but it did not mean anyihing to me. I only meant
something after 76, after I was involved, after I was trained politi-

cally and my awareness. Alsoc I was sort of developing further.

Can you remember when you First
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Rah, it is around that time also - all. these nemes started to mean
something to me in essence arcund the time when 1 was invelved ...
But I am just wondering, that...did you have any reaction, do you ever
remember socmecone saying, look there are peecple who died, or those
people who were involved in MK? I mean was..that that would have
been a surprise to you or any.thing? Jdust wondering i1f you remember
when people were speaking about i1t? Because now in G.A. if you go

to meetings people are shouting Slovn, all the time, but obviously

” 3
R == s b » s F r =¥ et =g b= K - g g - = i C o e
they are shouting Tembo, Mandela more but they do even say Slovo,
| N - 3 b 2 = | W] 2 \ - | s Lt M L n T - s o 4 Ammt = 2 £
pecause nNe 1if on Uli.'_..."ﬁ\.}'r".,.\.'cl._. Wil Tn i o And 1 am Just wondering 1t

you remember having or thinking there is a white mar

4 -~ 3

As I say I don't remember having problems because I immediately was

R S } = F- TN = fl - B ~ {oemals ot e : 1 I TN o
in the hands of the ANC, frem my very first time when I wes involved.

So immediately, because I was prepared to learn, I was intxrested in
politics and fortunately I fe€l into the right hands from the onset.
So really I did not have problems.

I was actually asking myself that but you knew what kind of words

are these. Didn't they...weren't they gekting the same sort of
opportunities, that every other white is getting. It was surprising
to me. To me it was something out of the ordinary. which, you know in

1 % A % £ s . 1
the ([contr . was...80rt of encouraging me. to say...l mean if people

who are not suffering, because then I believed they were not suffering,

I didn't have much politics to know that we are all suffering, it is

can be involved so why caen’ t I.
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JdJF Do you...ca

in Botswana

A I must say

1teeeeit 18 a very difficult thing but anyuway, sicne I

vou just
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I was in the movement, and 1 was, it was decided that I work from

Botewana, like our other comrades I gat married, to 2 comrade whom

I met two y

2ars back, but enyway we married, two years after on

the 14th December, only to be a widow on the 14th of yay because
¥

\’!U‘lP]

he was petrol bombed. My hushand's name was Rogers lWenan Kadima.

tiadi means son{sun, And he was petrol bombed; I mean he was

bombed, car

Interview: Jackie
\
|
\

bombed, in Gabarone and we think because we were always

using the car, both of us. It was directed to both of us but un-

Ffortunately
Well, as h

first, warm
Well we had

I ddsyed and it only affected him

il o

usually does, every morning he used to start the car

it and then I come. So that is how it happened that day.

an appointment to see somebody at about 9.30, et 20 to 10

we decided it was too late for him to wait, he can rather geo, rush

and I follow him and unfortustely a few minutes after I heard this

explosion.

e < -
ciate it wi

they could

because appa

o3 I

find, there was no

Well T jumped, like any cther person but I didn't asso-

.th me and I heard people scresming and I peeped, then I
roof of the r-“'i‘L'Hg blewn up with smoke But I went inside
ain, Hecause I didn't sssociaste with me at sll.
d time somebody rushed into the house and saAi.d to me

husband and so I jumped cut, and as I approached the car

very many piegces, there. wss no body, there was nothing

1
I

iead. Bui I couldn't see anythin
g

rently I just collapsed before I could reach that piece

of flesh which I saw on the main road. But otherwise after that

I was taken

to hospital and when we buried him there was really

nothing, nothing, like I mean I can't describe what I saw. There

was nothing;

JF And what went through your mind as to who did/was responsi

A Obviously I

N ohody plep
(PSR ”4 L= A ) =

knew it was the SA enemy hit squads who has dene that

I can't say I saw this part of the body.

le?

- i 8
°

would do it. I mean I can't just imagine any other
t

that. We are in the struggle and we knew what can

happen at any time. We committed curselfes, this is what we mean

e |

Be That is. just what I immedistely thought could have

happened to my husband.




Page 10

Interview! Jackie

JF

JF

personal level to. that, does you politics help you deal with 1t7
I mean have you...3are there things that you think about that hel

vou deal with that, that have to do with wur commitment? Jdust to
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deal , with understanding what has phapphened?

I suppose, Jjam it is not a very simple thing to understand. Even
if one is political, one alsg has feelings and it goes a very long
way to prove your commitment, your deep understanding teo what you
are saying, because without this type of commitment, one can never
accept seeing pieces of a person thrown all aover.

And the attack on Botswana a month later?

Ja, well that is what I heard. I was gone out of Botswana then
y they.raided and again %

a
=

and unfortunate

where we wer

m
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g. We were not sleeping in the same place
where we were staying B cause we knew.they can.any time..can happen
anytime. And unfortunately they hit..thstis where they hit two
Botswana girls, in those back rooms and 14 pther people. I mean 12

otherg, 6 of whom were pur comrades, and 6 are different people.

Scmadi, there, Botswana, Basoto and some children, two children.
So just the final thing, are you saying thet that.experience, would
that experience make you bitter? Anti anyone or..what has it done

to you do you think?

Actually I must say that this experience has hardened me; it has
made me more angry, it has actually made me double my efforts and
my involvment and as a result I ,ntrnggkvfael that datever 1 do
Il will be doing it for both of us. For as long as we haven't....

liberated our country, I think the only wa y for me to do now is tc

L

-~

double my efforts.

I Krow that you wouldn't have Uked me to be disillusioned, to

bring the movement to be disgruntled;' he wguld be very disappointed
if I could do that and I think the only way, since he died, when

I had loved him very much; the only way that I can prove my love to
him is to be as involved as I can. That is why even if..even now

I am here irespective aof the fact that it.is only 2 months after his

death and I have never said I am wourning. I want to believe that

m 17 = n 2 f - | P 3 y PR | - - -y 4 -
my mourning will be, you know realise recognise and appreciated by
T""Jn-‘ uJ_.- onaries l...\‘i mv douhl e X - D . b L
2volutionaries, b ) ‘ Y &PFPade aia’ o ey
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