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JF What kind of aree is that? n't know...what does that mean? Is

that a farm or were you parents farm labourers?

A Yes they were. In fact w were labourers and we, at that time, our
father passed in 1958 and the process on the farms, as you know,
accgrding to the programme applied by the farmers, is that if =a

male, the father, dies on the farm, the family got a difficulty
because nobody is productive at that particular times and when my
father passed away, we were a family of 8; there was only my mother

who could let us go and do some wahing. The rest of us and we had

to have difficulty for accomodation and cross over tp another farm
and where we stayed for just & little bit. This gave us pretilem

wlith dur cattle, because during those days we had a Big.-flook of
cattle at my home; like sheep and goats and we used to live on
agriculture.
We moved from that place to Oyster Bay but we left our catile on

| there...but in 1968 or so, we wre forced to sell all those cattle

at a very low price because we couldn't keep them. I mean we were
r
i

orced to sell them gquickly otherwise no _place te keep them. And
this was the introduction of this...these laws that we are prohibi-
r ting blacks to have cattle you see. And this, or..having farms on
} these areas on the farmes and because of that we had that difficulty.

JF So, when your dad died was he working for a white farmer?

A Yes but there were those things of...he used to stay on a farm and
when they do they...for eg. if they plough, on the field you plant
| “X something and then they call it 'd¥ietheel'. Where you used to
share your thing as a payment for the farmer. That is how you were
paying the rent to stay on the famm. You share everything that you
have and then it grows over and you give hime 75% of what you have.
And that is how they bullied us around becsuse we could not buy

farms at that time.

We used...we grew up on the farms, our family have never stayed in
the urban areas, from that time.

Now what if someone said to you surely if you grew up on a farm,

—————=you saw the exploitation by the white farmers, how could you ever
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JdF

come to non racialism? How could you explain that you moved flom
those very clear conditions, uere the oppression was a white
farmer, exploiting a huge family of blacks and all the people

you knew, how do you ever move to @ point where you supported

Well this...the question of supporting non racialism is bas

iy sed an
the..l believe that if you are educeted and mordl, I say civilised
ok, you loogk at things very seriously and you don't leock at things
face value, as they. come you know. Because your understending of

a person, you just...understand that person goes wrong becase some-
times of certain things like environment end things like that,

where, and how he grew up and all those things. And this is of

course the root cause of the misunderstanding and immediately as
you go up and understand things and learn things, you start to
understand that now you can't just blame a person on the basis of
his colour and say that they asre wrong because of that.

And we learn teo understand that there are a lot of black people who
have done bad things against our people and so on. And now as we
develop we learn to understand that now really the problem of man

and the cruelly of man cannot be judged by his colour and you see

that this one is gond and that, otherwise you confuse friends and
Ffoes.
And just tell me a bit of your development. fter your father died

did that mean that you didn't work for the wite farmer anymore or

did the family still work for white farmers?

Yes you see, our problem...we were lucky because we got a farmer who
was..gave us a place to sta-y and my sister worked on the farm, for
the farmer and my mother fortunately another elderly couple, of
farmers and he stayed there on the farm and our house was there and
we could ge to school and round sbout 1963 our elder brother at my
home started to work. He was the only one who started to work at
that time and at the beginning in fact he was a little bit naughty.
Like he to be..to engage in criminal activities, he was arrested

for crime and things like that and we later on stayed and 1 went to
school, with some of my family and my mother said that she will

popped

2 BB aney for mp i = e P e e T Pa & 14 +h e
b % e | LItE uibiey i ! Hie L o R SCN001l e Ll Tr8aCct J1LEH 3

as you knew, that our names got a meaning all the time to portray

the conditions in which we were born. I was born in the time when
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A

the Fass Law was intro uced to the black women and my mother at that
time she said, she hoped he would give birth to a child who will

n

protect her and hence she said that I Mkuseli. At those times they

had that difficulty; they were forced to ge totiake the passes and I
WB8...8t the back of her, she carried me whilst she go there and

this is how it happened.
What does Mkhuseli mean?

It means somebody to protect; to protect, if you protect somebody
from something. Now it developed from her, now it entereatkiﬁ;is
easy now to enterpret it, even for the nation, you see. 'HKosedi
we Sizwe' protector of the nation or something like that. In fact

all of us find that our names are similar to that.

You grew up in Humansdorp or in Cyster Bay?
I grew up in Humansdorp, I meen Oyster Bay is pert...is the district

of Humansdorp.

Uk, and when did you leave that whole area? Did you leave it to

go to university or what happened?

I started schol, we were travelling to school from Sub A, T started

school at the age of 10 years and then becqjﬁe this..l had to wait

until I was fit, to walk the distence which was about 10 km..auway

-4

L

rom our home a&nd then that was my.primary. school, up to Std..4 and
from there T moved away to. Jeffreys Bay and for Std. 5 and 6, where
in Jeéfreys Oay, of course, in those days you could see a lot

of these overseas surfers; we used to be very sympathetic to us

when they gave.us a lift on the road.and we used to ask them and they

used to be very kind to.us in . a way that was. sympathetic and talk to

us-and we used to.like. them and.hear-whet they had %o sy about what
was. going .on in..other.paris.of the world.

Sp. from_the farm I.developed thet-and you know, I came to P.E. to
get school and & secondary educatlion.

And was that all while.your m-other stayed in Humansdorp or did she

move to Jeffreys Bay....

No they just stayed there.
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So she sent you to school in Jeffreys Bay?

Yes.
And then did you do any university?

No, I haven't yet becasuse we had problems with the Ciskein authorities,

t the university of Fort Hare I was

When I was supposed to start

a
arrested in the Ciskei in 1982, e®o and I was given depportation orders
a

again, where the university is. But I have

EN b 7k e £ il o | - 1
= NBDh ' CE j0 L0 ng LliwKkKe

=

trred to apply sgain this year for the university, the other universi-

tiem. T den't knouw.

So how did your political education come..l am just again my..I don't
want to keep coming away because my focua is the non racialism, your
view of whites; was there any way that you grew up where you think
you had good experiences with whitee,4het made» you positive about
non racialism or did you hear stories about like Mono wastelling me
abput the Eastern Cape being an ANC area and historically when 1t

was legal and all that? I mean what do you think, again if you had
to explain to me what moved you from a farm boy who didn't have any

exposgre in a city to any political theory, to & point where you

are a8 non rhcialist. Is it because you learned political theory or
Arrmiier yrill head o epyvyoeTienrpe 1+ whites o +the 7 ern?
CBuUSE YyOUu N8 GoOC EXpETLENCES wlih whites, whatit was Tne reason:

Mow the reascn was that you see, when I came here with we started
this thing of engaging in the...the time when we started to be in-
volved in politics, I mean that was, I came to secondary in 1975

and in 1976 there were this ... riocts which the uprising, which

started in Soweto and spread all over the country end we also enga-

ged in that. At that time we used to speak &s loudly and clearly
about how our hatred and during ys for me it was easy ycu
see, to expose what..to tell the that what was happening on
the farms and so en and to draw support smonget the people
ags I could give and all that. F
When white fellows killed a blad they were in 8 court aof
law, they were sentenced... they were fined only R150 for killing
his guy &nd tramped and digged while he was still alive and put
him on a grave you know, and pull & tractor and trample over him.
el 21 WS this?
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A Cn the coast there at Oyster Bay. I saw it in December 1976 I mean
it was in June 1976, during my school holidays and I used to QjEtzu
this and tell them people about this sad story. This amazed a lot
of our people how the law could and these fellows were fined R150.

Three of them, esch.

JF  And didn't that show you that the whites

]
LNdaT LLES® Bare

the erffemy?

A Yes at that time but..@lly it did, I mean I was realy convingd
that they were wrong. But that was now between 76,77, 78 going
right back and with the formation of COSAS, which came out with
a non raclial line, which we did not understand clearly, particu-
larly myself at school because I was just...l could not believe

And COSAS came up with this

b=

e

ongress line. and thie Freedom Charter
juginess and so on, agh, we said, agh man. But then I was the
3t to b nsulter 0 go to their conference where COSAS was

planned and then immediately when this thing of non rac1a]#5m was
introduced at this stand, I started to step back and started to
have excuses that now, I am busy with the choirs of the school and
S0 On.

But later, in 1980 we were engaged in the boyecatt right, in 1980

I was the leader of the students, during the 1980 boycotts.

s b

JF Wh

ETE was

A In F.E. and in fact in other parts of the Eastern Cape and I started

1. " 1

now to be a prominent

[

eader and I was highly respected in BC
ircles and this thing

bes |

ow; when I realised that hey man, this group
that was talking about, even at school we could just say that there

was this thing now developing; people started to realise that hey,

chaps, ANC is like this and we used to say that we were saying
this because we support the ANC and we like the ANC. And we are
Black Consecious because are...later on we saw the contradiction
within the PAC. Hey, but how does this happen now and this confused
us and we siaried to reed. A lot of books now which we didn't read
in the past.
We used only to read these, & Myself, you know, all these black

=

in America. VYou read about Marcus Garvey, Martin Luther
P,
those talking and all that you know. And other

Nkrumeh and all that suff. And we started to see now the

2A6
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A the other side of the story and we read this and realised, oh man

This thing, the Freedom Charter osme across to us and we started tno
sing now.

And of course one other thing that changed me in 1580 was at the time
uhen we were going to introduce AZAPD here, and we realised that the
police were strongly supporting our slogans. You know thse slogans,

gnd we started to doubt now, why should the state now be so arrogant
against the ANC and show us how effective PAC could be with its
hostility against whites and so on. But we discussed this thing
when...every fime we come back from priscn, you know, from.we always
go and report to other people. And we reslised no man, we are making

a8 mistake; why are these fellows encouraging 8

e b R Ude
=

I was definitely encouraged ic open...you see,K they came...this question

of AZAPO, it was formed in 1978 and then 1981, in 1980 I was arrested
together with other students and we were in Mgdder.ﬁhﬁ.Priann and
whilst we were there we were under Section 10, of the IPternal
Security ACt, UWe were arrested together with guys of AZAPU. Execu-
tive members of AZAPO, from the Transvaal and we saw this was a

calculated plot to tr 8Nde...these fellows was senior to us, to
p ~

try and tell us how good Black Consclousness is and they denounced
the ANC =p much and the non racial principle.
Ue =d4d NO, thls is too much, we don't understand and we wanted to

know but why were we...because we all were students; why couldn't
they send to us some otler from the other side. Because when we get
there the Natal Indian Congress have just left and we...this was
strange for usﬂth%ﬁese senior fellows from AZAPO should be there
then it started to...

In 1980 I was arrested at the time when, 81, during the Anti- Republic
Campaigns. It was myself and at thet time I had discussions with
AZAPCU senior members who came here to persuade me and Fortunately
elderly people here is P.E. stood up against this now! the old paple
whe were in the ANC and showing us, hey chaps, but I was the only
one now, a8 key fellow, was still on this side who HEeive that 1t is
AZAFO who correct and AZAFD sent guys to pe at every time they used
to come here, they come to my home. The likes of EELrgEugtgggyaﬂd
others; they used to come to me and this...Langani..I have just
forgotten his name. He was in the Labour Secretariat of AZAPO.

They came to us and then I was arrested at that time and in the...
that was my Timkulu and the others. Sidque Mtimulu then
diasppeared from that time and he was a Xhesa/COSAS fellow but we

el 278 NOL hostile towards COSAS, as such but we were just believing
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e 0TTYING thing and we believed it cannot he practical in S.A.

that they were in a verge of splitting now, between us. But when I
came back I realised from detention, that firmly,that no, this *©
was not good. That these fellows are...they want us to fight this
struggle of Black Consciousness, We saw that no, this was not
correct and then I staited to...when we came back I said no,l discuss
with the comrades and we discussed the gquestion and we saw that no.

we are being tmped here.

How did you see that? I mean whst deo you mean, when you came back,
Prn where’
From detention.

Where were you being held then?
I was detained here is H 7 mor Station. In 1981.

And when you said you mme back and seid no, why dd you finally reject

it? What do you think made you think no...

It was because, at that time you see the police, I believe that they
kept Sifpwe Mtidulu and Uantu'?%mﬂ¥ﬁ_prisun. At the same time I

was released and I was the other side; the pother fellow whn was

B 2 o pa— y - £ - 4 1~ Ay 0nr | SRR ] - 3 by 2 & >  —
standing, & strong man, for this AZAPO business; that it druld hbe
- < e & oy M S - - r XTI S . ] Eyine Ensant =
formed here in. the Eastern Cape. And those were the two Fellows

who were stromgy against this thing. So cbv}ously when I came out
they expected me to have no challenger on this thing, to go on just
like that and with no opposition. Because these two fellows were
not there and it would have been easy for me to confuse everybody
about this thing.

So I realised that after, 4n fact, I discussed with the comrades

this and the comrades realised no, and we analysed it you see. And
we saw that we were golng on the wrong peth and then immediately we
embarked on a cempaign toc expose end to learn & lot sbout non racial-

ism and we understood then, as from 19281, I am telling you,we are
very clear nou abmuﬂ;nd we are convenced now; not because of the
tracks that were maéa by the police and tricks that they were .making
you see those thingscould just...you could believe that agh, we were
just playing that to bluff them. That is why we decided to po the

+

ther way but we realised in actual fact that no man, this waes =a

in
i
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A in the S5.A. struggle and then after analysing the struggles throuh
out the world, now we have come to realise that really, the S.A.
struggle should not be based on the question of ones colour but

should be based.on the fact that we collect all those who have got

b

good intentions; who understand thet it is their right to fight,

i
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this country rather than to look at them on
their colour; but to look at their commithents to justice. That is

how I saw it.

JF I have got so many guestions: you spoke vey well but I just follow
up little things becsuse I didn't want to stop you. Ok let us just
take it back chronologically: Coming from the Eastern Cape, what
would you say was the thing that you grew up with? Was it the
KWnd of thing you, youwere born in_57 so by the late 70s you are siill

TR — - S -~ 11 LT E =] Lo - =] 2. ol r 1 m - * A by
guite young; was this, you have Lo describe the Eastern Lape, 1s the

E Cape a place of Bikao, the birhh of BC, or is it still the place of

the ANC

)

A Definitely there is no doubt about the fact that the E Cape is a
stronghbold of the ANC. I don't believe there in a time, I am not
sure but I don't know what the people want to defend, BC are saying
today, but I cannot adjust. Dismiss what they are saying or Jjust

agree to 1t but I do not Eieve that Steve Biko even at eny stage

could have stopod up and s&id something. openly against the ANLC, esvern
during those heydays. Between the 70s, 1 mesn up to that peried

egainst the ANC because the people would have definitely not followed

him. That ims for sure, in the E Cape particularly.

JF 0Ok, When you were muh younger and

o - ) o s
o Ly, .’\Z:".BL, nappening,

there was the sarly days of 8C,
do you remember thinking positively abwut it,
because you talked aout yourself as someone who was quite a BC and
pro AZAPO up until 78, 817 lWere you attracted to BC? Do you remem-—
ber hearing that....because there had been that peﬁud when nothing
had happened, that lull, do you remember being attracted by BC at
one stage? Hearing about Biko and that kind of thing?

1

i1

A Yes, do remember because the first meeting I attended was in 1975

o)

and it was a commoration, during those days they were very fsw com-

memorations, that was only the Sharpville shooting. We went there

and were told and we got some bookd and we read them and we were

=very impressed by what we were reading there. We were really impres-
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A impressed and cFEuursa we

inferiorlty complex which

that time. But ngw presently
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baiev—e my child,have to go the same way as I did, in order
i

]

understand pplitics. He must Ffirst start black consciousness and then

come round to the right thing as they are saying.

I believe there is no point now in actual fact but there was a point
then fer us to kill that inferiority complex within our minds and
now ok, we have developed into what we are and now we can put our
case across to the masses, what we believe in. And the are taking it
from that. UWe don't have te first start them from where we started-

it is foolish to do it.

JF Now agein I am interested in traecing it. When did you first get this..
when was that Sharpville commemoratlon day that you read that litera-
ture, what year would that have been? When you spoke of that Sharp-
ville day and cof being aware. When was that when you were guite
interested in that BC? What year?

A It was in 1975,

JF  And then do you think that Soweto 76 reinforced BC feeling? There is

the wh)tes killing the blacks and...(What do you say) Do vyou think

that this 76 business reinforced your anti white feeelings in terms
of blacks...

A Exactly, yes exactly, in 1976 we could just see nothing further

than that black versus white.

JF And you said this, but I just want W make sure I undestood it You

gave speeches then, what capacity would that have been in? Just with
= § 3 3 J

students, you weren't the head of any organisation in 767 UWere you?
A Ch, then in 76, Jja we used to speak as student representatives.
JF Were you on an 5RC pr were you anything?
a prefect even fr

S8 I was a Head

af the ting Tor...
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A to the students, I have been addressing meetings, right through.

JF What school was it?

A I was first at Loiso High School; 1 have problems with the teachers

' after the death of Sobukee in 1978 when he came back from the funeral

1

we had some moblems at schpool and then I was expefled from the school.

I went tc |

igh Stool, the same year and that was from 1978 and
79,

JF Do you, you went to the funeral of Sobukwe?

A Yes, I was there.

JF Was that guite a big blow, an important event in the Eastern Cape
whan he died?

A Yes it was seen as a big event hy us. See, during those days we did
m

not, I am saying, that we in fact hero worshipped him, even today,

for what he did then not because...l mean we supported FAC then.
e S
We couldn't even If the was 8 PAC or ANC man.
= F- ME - \J, 1 r\:qj ._JJ. -_-.——-:— vted _ﬂ:
A No I am saying at that time, we were not aware as to whether was he

JF He was just a black hero?

A Ja, he was just a man who fought ....

s
M

Ok, now when you gave those speeches in 76 and around those times,
did you use the experience of your @rm days of being oppressed farm
kid who was suppressed and the typical situation of being opppressed

by whites in the rural areas? Was that strong I mean, would you

< o U \JI
~ - I R Ll - 1l ! {1 LR { ! L P | - v 11 aar L " T4 -
have spoken about that? lould that have fuelled your BC feelings,
i Ul Lo ~ = wd v W Srre —_ -]
naving grown up and had that U (S

eve really that the people were saying that

, they woold just delay us at that time.

&IV .
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A

JF

white people are ok;

white who were inveolved in_ the struggle,

at that time. e hadn't even known that Bram

Fisher, there wer
people like Bram Fisher, and so on.

We understood these things so brﬁdua 1ly; when we saw what was
written in the walls, in the 7 yeesyou know when,K they 2

main road was burnt down we saw the names of Sisulu, Mandaba and

]

Bram Fisher, 'Hey but who is this one now? You see from that time
we started to notice that hey man, there are white people who are

involved in the stuggle and so on. We started to understand, to

learn as time goes.

And 1 am very interested coz you spoke about it, when you said that
you first heard of this non racialism you. thought now thie is non-

sense. You could just tell me about that, I mean who came and tald
oou about non raclalism. I am just interested becamuse you told me
about 76, Sobukwe and suddenly you come with this non racialsim,

I don't understand who told you abat it Ffirst? Tell me a little
I—lit...

I am saying that you see, we were involved, all of us, all of the

leaders that you see now in the Eastern Cape, particularly the young

- O y
ones. We involve in the same manner as I am saying, like that where
they moved over as they understood things. And we learn, they leave

the Cuh”"""‘cﬁ back, standing like myself. Like for eg. Uandu Zenzile

"the Flzé'pr951dent of COSAS who has left the country now, he was at

my school and L gave him a lot of problems because I was a pre-
fect at school and I commanded a lot of support among the teachers

and amongst the students, because I was a sportaperson and guarrelster

and all that. But he was just an activist you see and he came up

y = il

with COSAS end I was invelv ing but I gave him problems now; BY+

]

we siarted now bang, these chaps, let's lesten to his talk sense
3

a little abtui thet; when he came up he was a strong member of COSAS
who explained and stood for what COSAS, what it stands for with its
non racialism. So we don't believe in this. We but graduslly...

he was instrumental, and long. voice at my school who stéod for thia
thing full.

And tell me can you remember when you say...I am just wondering where
did he get his non racialism from and how did he explain 1t7 I am

sure he didn't just come in one day and just say, oh I have discovered

did he get i€ from older guys or ANC line or
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where was he getting it from and then how did he say it to vou?
g C , Y

Ja, definitely he must..have got it from the elde ly fellows and

(. R 4 L B by oo :ja 2 3 =T - - £ s
rortunately one o » thing that prgalt. -3

hel s thoaso

1T B eI

1
gar Ngoyl, the president of.UDF here; they came, it was jmt...
they have Jjust recently fthen..released from Fr;scn, Robben Island
and then they were other people who were very instrumental in to
driving us intoc this non racialism and explaining it to us. Because
he spent & lot of years in prison and they had...his comrade who is
missing now Comrade Fazzie, I mean Comrade Hashe. They rorganised

g8 funeral of Mrs. Smiko, another comrade....

of S1ide

«ssfrom East Loendon, like former ANC members and spoke...explained

m

the non, racial concept; that was in 1981 and then we started to
realise, hey but these pepple are talking sense now. And they...
one other imprtant aspect, now they started now to take control
and to get involved now. There was that general lull amongst these
fellows who were...arrested and impriscned before. Particulerly
here in P.E. but they were silent wh

'
2 s e | 1 “r1d by
ou ney 18R TRy Camg O08CK OUt Tthner

goal i1s to initiaste/giving direction to the youth now and from that
time reaslly, things changed dramatically. All the organisations
immediately developed here in the Eastern Cape, they just worked
for this non racial business.

And everybody started to now understand and you find us now, wuwe
are not challenged here in the Eastern Cape in terms mﬂhumerically

gspeaking in numbers,and understanding bﬂ the people of the concept.

So again, you...one of the influences was these older guys (ja) and
then do you actually remember arguing with one or two%...

Yes, because I was troublesome because of...they called me at one
stage, to explain to me privetely, because you know, I mean, It

sar nbdsuas +heat T P O T e L P R thee thinoo Aesrmunns
a8 ODOMOUE EN8E l...08 was Ke2ping on-saying tha&e Things, denounci
non racialism, I had a following amongst the young pgople. So it

was important and we argued and they explained toc us, they told us

about the mmrades, that they have in the strugglg with white comrades

ng

who have sacrificed, laid down their lives for freedom in the country-

and we started really to see now this is a fact.

wAnd they showed \What the stuggle for justice was not a fact, and we

100
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A are not oppressed because we are blacks but it was just..and thay
came with this theory of working class things which we did not
know. . We were just battling ageinst apartheid aes we see it...at

firet when they started to explain things to us...

JF 5o again this could take a long time but in a brief way what did
they explain? Whaet deo you understand non raciaslism to mean which
vou had not understood before?

A Was thet one, we could not believe that it was wrong to believe that
all white people were oppfressors and of course they made us to under-
stand “that it is a fact that because of the policies of the state
they have made it possible that each and evay white person, by virtue
of his colour benefits from the priveleges that are protected by
aparthéﬂ. Bt at the same time 1%t is for us to judge in other coun-
tries top, like if you go to Europe, during the industrial reveolution
in Britein, you will find that pecople have been exploited and they
told us about 1% and we also understood history what happened in
other countries of  the world where.kau Find like in the Soviet

Union bqg?ra the Cectober REBvolution. Yo

cppressed seriously there and divided al

o

only

Yy DONE race,T ih.'TT‘l_‘ were

of colour; people af  the same coleur and so

L =

So the problem here basically lied on the question of the greediness
of man and the evil intentions of man, be he black or white and

we realised then we could easlily be a...equate that with what was
going on in our country; where you find a lot of blacks, like the
Matanzimas enjoying the benefits and fruits of apartheid. Yet they

could not by virtue of the fact that their colour being blak, being

classified as cur comrades and many cther p. ublic leadas. 14:1
So it was ebvious and we started to understand that reslly, I mean

if we allcw the comrades in this country, who see that apartheid is

b=

not good for humanity, it is fair for us to allow everybody to take
part in the struggle; to fight for justice because we don'#t have to
monopolis@ that role. It is the role that shald be played by

everybody. 0One other aspect that is important is the fact we er%n:t
doing whitesa favour, nor are they doing ues favour by engaging in

but they eare doing what is rightfully =

good for them to do for this country in order to right what is wrong

JF &uo do you have any d
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that you would ever look at what AZAPD said or look at Biko and poss-
1} - = T A Ll BRI = - -~ 2 5 P - - L7 ]
ibly that maybe they, the BC strategies, are in any way correctt

. |

l..8m convinced that non raisl is

T
lright, and the best and that

[

8 na other way; we have just...it is

a
is clear on the fact that despite the attractive slogans that AZAFU

a
always shouts..l mean the people who are running away on & daily basis
from them and so far you cen't hear of any man of credibility who
moved from the ranks of the non racial group into BC and this is
scores of them moving from that way to this side. -

And like the +terrgrists,like the FPopp Malefes and the Rastafas, and

Aubrey

&5 e e ® o KL - : 7 1. R -~ s - = o i s -

tNe LUursls ..Dl;!_'"_..'f, he Ubu Makaeenas asnd the rest of .,h-‘_.., we all
} - aides and - o T e o i e 4 e
nave I WEe move a 08¢ aver © cNlSs SBEOES
T} L - ’, —_ R Atk 4 [ =4 L -\ -1 EN 0 | = n A P T + 2
That makes u® not doubt whatspever thet BC has no future. It is a
P L

TAcT.

You seid something that is gulte a seriocus thing and I think there
are people who have not spoken much about it; in any way given any
evidence about it, that you felt that the state seemed to be pro BC
pro AA0D; when the business of them shifting around this cells in
Modder Beand this kind of thing. Even today I said to you ja, but can
you show me any evidence that the stete is pop BC, pro AZAPD, what

could you point to?

Well, definitely there is no doubt that the state is...the fact that
the statige.. iz a log that is involved. Look ultre..l
don't know whether to gay ultra leftist or whatever, in most cases
anyway in the world, and ultra rightist, they are in 8 way to measure
somewhere on the tep there, wlth their common goals; for ege. look

at the visit of Kennedy to S.A., I am saying this just as proof that

L}

the state want just to neutralise the non racial group; when they
move they allow AZAFO to go and demonstrate at the airport. That
thing...the UDF members can't even move twenty metres demonstrating
with placards without police intefering.

And of course look in the Eastern Cape, all organisations are banned.

and AZAPD has been left alone to organise the people. Hence we find

ourselves now in this mees here and the police, it is clear, that the
state is very pleesed about what is going on now.. Because what thiy
want is just to neutmise our strength and in fact they are fighting
a logsing battle in any cas~e because they will not...they are not

ing to succeed in what they sre doing. And there are a8 laot of other




e
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A Factors to peint to if time could sllcow which proves that really
the state does in a way try to neutralise.

Because why are they afraid of this thing of the non reacial group -

it is because we are jolning from their group, the white people
who are ? to be part of us and see them...and now the whole...

and they, on the other side, they see that really these people are

comfortable within our ranks and now they want to creste problems

so that these pecple can be pushed away and go back. to support that
government; have that stand of white versus blecks. Now that whole
thing is being frustrated by our strategy of non racialism, of

allowing all eople of good intentions to engage inlbur struggle.
g peqj g gag gg

)

JF What do you think would be in it for the white system, the whites,

for the government to be pushing AZAPD over the non racialism?

A I beg your pardon?

Al by ok e - | VoRgeE. g | r.m 5 T TR i iy - nl
JdF What would be the motive for the governmmt to be pushing AZAPO over
non raclialism? To be pro AZAFD and anti non racialism?
A Jell one of the reasone 1 do that, it will...deepen the conflict
o P - 2 . -~ . - (-3 - =
Feee.racial tensions and thie of course, it is & fac he his
is a basic...that is a pillar of apartheld; racisl conflict. The
day we do away with thet defli ely the state will be in trouble.
T E o] v 2 -~ e
J h [ I 18X H
| N =\ £ - Ly
2} When was PEYCOD founded?
a 1t was founded in 1983.

JF And what job do you have now? How are you employed?
A Well, I am employed as an ordinary ' labourer.

JF Doping what exactly?

A I am doing some sort of clericl work and things like that...hello.

QiF So glad I got to talk to you, I wish I had more time, ok. So give
e some short anSwers: Was it influential for you to speak to the
o L,0
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JF Ngoyis? These people, Fazzie, Hashe and those people who came off

A Yes they were, really.

JF And do you think that is what worries the government, that you folks

are listening to these old guys talking too much?

A Oh, it worries them a lot. It worries them a lot.

JF And doYBHink that m;ght be a reason why he was moved out? Why Hashi
isn't here any more?

A Yes, exactly because of their role. e knew in any case that the
government..the apartheid ag-ents wanted for their arms and particu- ¢
larly the week after this 100% success of this stay away, because

that has pointed to thinges that are going to happen in the near fu-

ture.
JF Ok. Does; just give real quick comment on disinvestment. I
mean the Eastern Cape people don't have jobs, it is a bad area ecos

nomically, surely people might say you must support investment, you

-
must be against disinvestment?
A Well, now we strongly believe that disinvestment could do a loet in
this country to try toc force the government teo chenge. In terms of

unemployment against our people that is a fallure of the government

to see to 1t;that the government can not plan, administrate; that is
one reason that makes us to believe that this government to go, be-

cause they cannot plan. It was obvious that the population must

grow, it does not help to tell us that we must engage in family plan-

ing and things like that; the fact of the matter is that the people
muet grow, it is naturasl; but the irony of the whole is that when it
comes to this question of disinvestment, you Ffind pegle getting so
mueh interested in the welfare of the black peple in the Eastern

Cape or in S.A. that they will suffer most And you ask youself, what
are thsme people saying about suffering that our people have undergone
under the Pass Law, what are they saying about the suffering under
the Bantu Education System: which enslaves us with a certificate

that we get it from them and the job reservation act and the high
.rents and things like that. What are they saying about that?

281
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But now people talk about disinvestdent today, something that is going
to affect both the oppressor and the oppressed. And now they start
to be serious about the plight of the black people; that they will suffer
most. And one other thing is that in between 197...1570 and up %o 78
there was this boomring in the gold, standard of gold, where you find
it was priced very high, but you find that there was no change in the
welfare aof the black. Nobody cared about saying that uk,let,us
improve the living conditions of the black peoples of this and that.
Therefore we feel that disinvestment ig the only solution becsuse it
will create, of course, we bdeive thet, we as revolutionaries, wan
seeg this government going completely.. Ue arﬁv;t interested in this
small plieces gf changes, which have no meaning to the vast majority
of our people, but we believe that if diesinvestment, which would create
the necessary chaotlc situation which is necessary for a revolution
and for the take over of the working class, it is necessary. And
we support disinvestment on those grounds.

JF 0Ok. UWhen ypu were grouing up you just (said you didn't even hear of

Bram Fisher, 1 mean there weren't really whites, it doesn't seem, or
were there any whites? I mean if you had tg think of a new life in

Fe.E. growing up in this area in Eas®rn Cape, have there been any
1

whites that you think you personally experézncmd who were useful to
your struggle?

A Yes, no but in the Eastern Cape we are unfortunate} for all those
years of ths non racial but we saw themy, .n symposium, as we started
to go to conferences in other parts of the country,like the Western
Cape and ¥ransvaal, Rhodes University; at least where you find some
liberals and serious whites in the struggle and then you started to
realise gee, but that now there are whites who are sincere.

Unfortuanely for us here, we have got this university here which is

b=

very much verkrampt and 1% is not useful to us. It is very funny
because here in the Eastern Cape we find that the whites, thuugﬁme
are the most people in the suntry who believe in the non racial
concept, but we don't have a lot of whites involved as for eg. in the
Transvaal, and lWestern Cape and Natal.

JF UWere jou surprised to see there is a P.E. area committee and the
Grahamstown whites and these few whites getting together? Have you
heard about these UDF whitdUDF,..(Yes) Houw did you feel when that

i
happened, were you arprised?
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No, in fact even in forming PEYCOD we had some support from univer-
gity students from Grahamstown and so on who were very inst mental
and helpful towards us into trying to make PEYCO what it is.

r\"|r" al 1 hmird HY arle b1 =1V =11 W Ccan 4 oD He inteprpatod
ANd wnae apout DLackKs g '-l(.J m(:.l, [REWET =an u-.-. 2V Eal e - 3 BTEBLE
in libersel whites? What use are liberal whites?

No we always tell them thet...you can't say thai everybody with
that hes to play his role, . .. whether he is white or not. You

I =) ot mavhe those liberal hi ks wl Inn'+ pyue o I 1% g
have got maybe those liberal blacks who don't evem care about or

struggle or betray our people in fact. Many of them. Most nffnur
people have suffered great sentences in

jail not because they were
k
suppressed:%v whites but by blacks.

S0 you think liberals have a role to play?

hey have definitely a role to play.

L

And if you see..and when you see the hdppos and the.SADF in the
& e T T ) 5 wuy i e T TS Lt g - i el o B e g
townships, how do you ansuer people who say how can.you gak of non
racialism, there are those whites killling us every day; flive year
0ldd child grows up seeing those whites, how can yoU....
No, but one .other impertant thing is the fact that they are not onl

? i

whites, there are Xhosa black pdiceman who have been seen shooting
people and there are scores of the community counsellors who have
got ouns around themselves and thev are shooting the kids, so it is

very easy to explain to the kids, it is very easy.

1 couldggn and on - just one little thing you are always speaking

about the role of mankind and you mention man, do you think that

there is eny time when the organisations of the youth will consider
y g Y

feminist issues and talk about people instead of man?
Oh 1 am sorty hia a mv mistalkp ad T kEnpw 1P 1 TRy s 1 : +he
eh, 1 am sorry, 1.8 18 I-\_, MisLake ana i KRpgw. 1) 1 ﬁ._».lll.a"._) go GO Thne
nlatform my cemrades will  ‘always remind me, comrade.please don't
make this mistake; just tdk about people, I am sorry.
i Sl 3 : -
Shall I change it to people’

1 Pa S~ | = ' -1~ 1} L $

definitely, we understand that strongly.
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JF

JF

I was detained from 1q77 every wear, except 19..this year I thA.ﬂLL

Jdack

piw

Cne last question, if you were to be speaking about, thinking about
the future of S5.8., this is onéﬁ%huse awful guestions, about what

is goping to happen in S.A., that is hard to answer: How do you
think the state is going to move to control the increasing rebellion
that is going on? What kind od strategies do you see, what would

you preigdct for the next few years?

I think the government has. failed. Let.me iry. to..between 127

between 12980 up till last year the.government tried to be polite

"

es, for ﬁeg. the throwing pegple out of their

(]

buildings and sc cn.and killing peeple.in detention, and peeple

LS

stearted to disappear and die with stabbing in the streets and things
like that. Wle saw that ok, as a change.but i{% real true colours
came back again that was now a strategy of trying to a¥oid this open
and naked repression but they started. But again whegn J they were
highly embapassed and humiliated during those...constitutionsal...

I mean those elections in August last year and the goerment came up

very strongly and viscigﬁslyaand showing that really it cannot take

it any furtheryand 1ts atrocities against the people have proven that;

and we foresee that the government is in fact going to intens

[N

ite brutality end atrocitie

M

g agalmt the pecple,as the #voice of oppo-

sition to apartheld is growing louder and louder.
But at the same time we nqun: thing that is an sdaviage to us is the
fact that despite that, with the pnumbers of people turning up $to our

funerals 1t is clear that our people have seen that if the government
feels it is going to shoot us away from believing that our freedom

have to be achieued)then it is making a mistakej;because the 1000s of
people in the history here in 5.Ay we have never seen people gather-

ing, some 120 OO0 epople gathering, uaqe*hcvjcuer since the government

i1s shooting a single cone f#meperson, whether in the graveygard or any-
where the numbers are doubling, the Wumbers are doubling and the

u -
churches are getting involved seriocusly .and definitely the goverment
is going ta find in a very embarrassing situation, whereby
through its own burutalitfies you see, becguse repression; must wnce
you repress people you tell them that thei protection is to resist
it, the repression. And that is what is happening.

Definitely the government is going to intensify the repressive law.

Ok, when have you been detained and your background I don't know?
When were you detained?




A I haven't been in detention actually, this year. Betseen 77 up
o= is year, & g the only year that I have been...

JF And what was the 1 st per | you were detained for

A Well, that was in 1280, nearly the wh year, im 1980, « F just
81 ent about 30 ‘i'f':“:f'-“ ph I think 35 ‘ﬁy" 4% or rd B0OMN e

JF And you he never been charged for snything?

A 1l was charged four times but I was scquitted of all those cases.

JF  And what kind of charges were there?

A In 1980 it was intimidation and incitement; I was acquitted on that
andagain last year there were three charges against me: Intimidation
and incitement, when we opporsed the visit by Lu@@s Mangope's wife.
I was arrested again ng to murder a sell=out there in
the township and again I swas arres for sttempted armed robbery,
of the same sell-out and fortunately I get ocut of all those cases.

ar 1% | 11 aroun hat ay?

|




