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So cnn '"e s tort '·ri t", where you \vere born and. \vhen? 

Yes, surP, T 

Yea , I , yoq kno1v, ,....,d it 1 s one of those sort of ironies of hi~torv that 
I was born on \1a'Y'C'1 2ls t . , 19L~9 , so I - I CL1.CS"' each yenr that I ce 1 -
ebrate my birthc'lr~r .,... also an reminded or the Sl,arpeville massacre, ,·on 
mo't·l, rhich took plnce 1vhen I \\·a~ whnt, abo nt eleven yearc: old , you kno\..r 

\Yhat area \..rere you born ;n? 

\r 1..ras horn in\Pietornarit7.1Hlre; jn , you l~no>v, 1v11at is - ;.,r'hf'lt is called 
Rc:lisethorpe, nb0ut three ,iles out c::ide o·f, you 1;:no,., , th<' city centre, 
and at t"1e t:ime t 1at I - I 1-:ac:: born the place "\vas undevf'l') ed - there 
were no tarred roads, no elect - you lmow, electricity - there was no 
wntc .... -borne se,.;ace . 

And >vas it - >vhat kind of neople were clas eif:i ed t o liVE' t ' crP? 

lvell , t hat 'tv<'IS prior to t 11e Group Arnas Ac t , so th<.'l t ; t l·ms really a 
very, very m:i.xed communit y. - there ucre peopl.P ·v'1o, you lrno .,, classif
ied as 'tvbitc, Tndians, Coloureds, so - called Arric"'n"' , and 'for - w·ell , 
f'or tuo portic"lar rer> sons, yoq. knolv, .... ,..ce at tl '"l t ?a,~ticul.or time was 
totally unim~"'~O'Y'tant - 1y o .. n - !!IY own 'family ro~._,es across all t he rac
ial cJ assifications in So 1t 1, Africa in the sense that my maternal e;rand
f'other ivas an Afrikaan""r, ~Y ma t ernal crandmother uas ZuJ.u , my paternal 
grandf'ather 'l.vas Coloured, my patE-mal grnndmotller Colotlrecl, my .father ' ~ 
sj.sters married India.ns, so t l n t in the South African sense., I hove 
relat ives :from all t~e racial eroups . 

The second ren!"on ,.,, r <1t t hat po.rti culor time ,....,ce 'tvns not import ant 
>vas becauc:<' it lvos, li 1 e I said , 8 ,;:xed commun · t·u -,nr l·lhites llve(1 in 
the s.,,n arens ae so-called Jfricane, Coloured"', ~nrinns - we - we went 
t o dj f'+'erent sc'10ols, but then even at the school!" at that part icular 
t i 'lP tl1ere •·:ere so•1r> ,.,hi te teacherc: - t. '1e buc: drivers 1 as I - as I re
cnll , -,t that paJ~tic•l.lnr ti~e were ,. ito, and cvPn tllouch, ·for instance, 

fso - cal".ert non - w·bites had to - had to sit i.n the upper decks o-~" the bL1ses 
nnd F'h.ites, yOLl kno,., , in the lorer deck, thn impact of' that cll<'ln ft 
really mean very much to me as an inf'an - or as <1 - ns a kid because, 
you kno,.,-, the communi·ty 1vas mi.xed , hut then nobody coqld really explain 
to •ts, you kno1.·, F

1
1V Has - 'tvhy was i t so that, you knoH·, plucks had to 

c;it upstnirf' and lvh ~ tec; downetairs , except everybody sai.d : Oh , i t was 
tho colo'lr bar . '; 

But then li! I think tbat my own sort of political a'tvareness occurred •~h<'n , 
yo 11 know· - \vhen I started s chooJ. be caLl!" e then '\vhat I immecl i "'ltPly no t 
icei' lvos that PVen tllO ""h •-:e all lived -=n the "'arne ro n"'!unity, -rP •·•en t 
to dif'f'er,.,nt c:ch0ols , so t hat my co us ins , "o .... ins ton c <=>, 't\·ent t o t he 
L-.;_c:ethorne Inci ..,n Primarv School , ,., licl, '"l.S across t 1,,-- r• ad fro"' .!1aif'e

t 'l-)orpc Coloured Primary C'c'lool, :mr then so-ca.lled r.+'rj cnn kid~ had to 
walk to school several n;lr>s away in the c:o-calJe~ Sobnnt t villnee -
you lrnolv, Sobontu village .teanc:, you knolv, \rrican people ' s toM1ship. 
.and then of' cour.sc tl.c whites 1...rere transpo ""tP 1 by bu.::; to schools in the 
city centre, ancl ::; think t}J~t from that p-.rt; c 1lar t; M.e on I began to , 
you 'mo,.,, ask ve3rior1s quec::tinns, and even thon0h T did not ohvays eet 
)lnS'\vers from elr1 erc:, I sou,;ht t hem out , you JcnO't in new·spnper colnmnc: -

{ I. read very, very n~·tensively . ) 
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at t he ti ""'E' that I ,.,., c: in - in the .("'; rs t c;rade t here 1vas a ~;re""l t 
clE'"''.l of' pol.;tical :ferment in t•E' country and I - I remember in pnrt -
; c llar there were t11E' hovcot t s of' potatoes br>cnnse o:f '"hat nur par
ents o.nd very many o" thP elderc; re;f'erred to as black people being used 
ae fertilizer on the i_10tato farms - l you kno-.;..r, that '\vas the explanation 
t ha t t hey c;ave to us , .,hut then from some of' the literature t hat wae 
availaQ.le at that time and some of t he tcachP.rs at - a t OtJ.r - <l t our 
school.:; , you know·, atteJttpt ed t o e.xpl::~in the broader context in ,.,hich 
some o" the t l:tinc;s ,.,.ere tal,: inc place , ann I remember in particular one 
teachE-r •·rho subsequently left the countrv to to1~e up a position in Nal
a,.,i , al•mys atto'"11ted to "'1rovide a ryprc;pcc t ive tbat was outs iCie the, 
you know , particular curri culurn a t ~chool nnd e.ncournc;nd us to read 
newspapers, li~tcn to thn nE'w~, and 1 n would alw...,yc;, particularly in 
priv'1t0 conversations or out~ ide the classroom, jnc:t onc;ac;n u~ in dis 
cu::o !'lion nnd debate, and I think t hat t hat 11ad a tr"mcndous influence 
on ny o1m polit ical development . 

And I rE' 1ember in 1961' ,t t he t ime of' the S'1arpeville nws~,.,crE> , you 
kno'\v, ·it wns -it 1..ras j 1c; t reported in the ·pata.l 1fitncss at that t ire 
and t~~e a t al Daily Nmvs, you know· , in headlinefl.. :67 natives killed , 
and then there lvnre pictures of' all the- corpses J.yj.nc on the ~rotmd, 
and then 1v'10n the mass f'un"'rals took nl'"'CP there '\vere pict urec; o:f <1ll 
the co:ff'ins > and), you l~o,., , I - I rec~d l ')"inn- e ·trcmely di""tt,"TCbed f'or 
a lone time that c;uch a larc;e number of' '1ersonc: 't··ere killed by the pol
ice :for 1·1hat appeared to be , yo 11 kno'\v, a pcace.("'nl demonstration . 

And ,,•ben the stat e of' erne:rcency '\v'lS declared there 'tvcre cur.f"ews i_mDosed 
:i.n mos t of the bl~c'r areas , inclurline; t 1,p '1.TP'1~ around Piet erml'lri t z 
bnrc;, nnd each ni.~1,t, yon kno,., , t he se.-,rc',lir;ht F 1vould sort of E'tvinc; 
aroLmd :focusinc on all the blncl- nrP"'c;, and :JS n k .id ,.,e sm..r all t ha t 
we salv all the - t 1 e armoured vc:>hicles, you kno,..r , patrollinv;. all t he 
black arr-><1"' - and tlH'n Jus t shortly nf'tr- r the Shnrpeville mn<>s~crP 
another incioent that :really heir;h t ened my political cons ciou~ness 
even .rurt11er '\vas that the eovernment, in an at t empt to break the pot 
ato boycott, used to send truc1r~ in to the black areas - there "'O uld 
normnl1 v be one black person driving thr- tr1:tck and an armed whi t e per
son c;ittinr; on the passcnc;er side , anr' t"'"'ey '\'lOilld go to dif'~"e:rent areas 
t o try to sell potatoes , but most o:f the bl~ck ~"olk re£used to purchnse 
potatoes from, you kno;..r , the eovernment s upplj ers . 

And then on one pn::::-ticuJ.ar day sevP,..al blnc-k wo"len, in broach of' the 
boyc0tt , went to the truck t o purc-~,...se potatoes , but there seemed t o 
hnve been some mis qndr->rs tandinc; be en use as t lJe 1vor1en approached t he 
trucl~ eomebody shouted something , and t he 1v1 i t e p:uy ,:;ot out and wi t h 
his rifle , which bad a bayonet a ttached , i 1nediatc-ly ::>tnrt ed t o as~anlt 
the 'vomcn , and even thou->;h the ,.,omen stArted shontin, .... in - in Zulu : 
Oh , my God , '\vbvt '"~VO '\ve clone . - he .jL1st c-o..,_t;nuecl to ~cat t hPm '\vith , 
you know , the ri "'lC' butt , nnd t o add t o the confuc; ion the black guy 
'\vl1o '\VD.S drivin: t'•e trLc-1 t'1en, you kno1v, starteC. t' e -Lc.·nition '"'lnd, yot, 
l<no"\..r , r'l,..ovE' _:_n t , e d:i.rertion o:f t he '\vomen, lvho sort o:C ron ;n di:ff'ercnt 
dirccti ons c:crenminc. an<;l - ,yo,., t hic; too c. pln.ce in My pres0nce and the 
prcsenGe o:f , yoL, 1:nou, a ,.,hole lot of other younc; kids, ar d you kno,v, 
i t 1vas - it '\vas somctl•inr; tl1at I - I ca..'"l never f'orc;et, that t here '"ere 
,.,omen 't·lho 1vere c;oine; to buy potntoes :fror'l a GOVernment, yon h-no'\·! , ~upp
l:i.er, o.nd :were assaulted f'or absolutely no reason. and, you kno'\v t hr- >. 
ouchot,tt - t hroughout subsequent years , I thin,;:, vo l~mv, iJTIY po i tical 
~nvnreness simply develonen, yon l'no;..r , much, much .ro 1:rther , and by t 1

1P 

t ime t he Group Areas Act beNan t o be enforced onP t~tn~ t ha t I - I -
I no t ;i ced '\vns no t j \S t t he way in 1vhich tho commtT''l i ti.e:= pGrP t hen := ec;
regat ocl but also t l1p tw,nner in which tbc separat ion crf'r"~tc-d, you l~nmv , 
'\vhat I call, you 1-;.nmv, e t lmic nnimosi t y, as i t 'verc, ~mel suddPnly , you 
kno'tv, people ,.r1·10 were eit her .rel~ t ivos , 11"ic;hbours nncl friends became 
Coloureds, Incli."ns , Af'ricans nncl ,.,}1; t es . 
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The covcrnmcnt t 1 en becnn to - to dcve1 op, you kno1v , the area that is 
now· called Rnisetbnrpe, lvhic"" 1vas declorcc on arr.a :for Indian resid
ency - the street~ 1verc el~"'ctri.:fied, "'vatcr-bornc SC"'vacc I\T:1~ introduced, 
the roads 1-.rere t<"~r"t'cd, bus se:rv; ces 1vere improved, and all this c~·eated 
the impress -Lon of' ~ improvet:Jent in thP communi tv, but lvllat i t reall y 
wa~ in :fact "'vas the jlilplcment a t ion of 'lpartheid 'lnd ser;r~'>gation. - sim
ila-.:-ly , 1vhat is today cnlled foodlnnds, at tlwt ti "'lf! 1vas basicnlly a 
plantation - it 1 a~ clenred and develo·1erl :for so-cf!llC'd Coloured rec:; 
idency. - the '\-f'ri cans w·ere t hen movecl ·"1r out o-r to1m into Edendale 
and a - a to1·:ns'"'i_:l tbnt 1vas developed a t that tine called Imbali . 

The th" school t hat I t hen attf!nden "'vac:: dC'C'1'lrcd <"~ - nn Indian scl-ool, 
Rnd 1ve were- He w·erc tben bussed init·inlly :from P·"dse t horpe t o 1food
lands, and the ifoodlands Y.ndi::m Primary - a ~loodlands Indian High 
School "1\'as then decl arcd a Colonred school 1 §.O you knmv, t hat Iva~ ju<> t 
t he "'v'"' r in ,.,1 ich the Group .Areac:; .Act a":fec t cd, yo l lrno,,_,., t he communi t y 
in ll.'"hic, I ljved - al'ter a l'lhile 1;e moved to Uoodlnnds, w·hich 1vas t he 
area c:;et aside :for Coloureds only. 

\nd I thin1r w·hile - you know, 1.rh:i le in lfoodlnnds J - I sa111, _,roq lrno1•, 
t he porniriollc:; n'l t l1re of a ~~rtheid , you lrno1·:, mos t - most clearly, be 
cause not on 1 v 1vere tl1r.re t he an imos; ties be t1veen so-ca llPd Co loureds 
and ~o-col1C'c1 Tndi:-~ns, but also animoE=ities and, ou 1--no"'·~, liter~llv 
c::elf-loathinc, a~ it "I·'PrP., amonn-c:;t Co l oureds Hi.th so- called ligh1:er 
skinned Coloureds looki '1 ~ do1vn upon dnrl-er s1-:i nned Co l oureds , and a 1: 
1:he sume tim~"' t' ose Coloureds who 1vere able to '">urc11ase a..hc; r o'tvn. homes 
'tvere very contempt uous of' 1:hose Coloureds 1vho lived i.'"1 city council
o~Yned houses . 

And a 1:hing - fl thin(" thal: ahv'1ys s 1:ruck me , even '"l"t t hat narticular 
a~e , Hnc::- 1vas jus1: 1-hP fact 1:ha1-, yoL, 1rnou, 'tvhilC' Coloureds find Ind
ians li 1:era.Lly 't·rere lool'in,.,. unon each other s uddenl v as enemies , and 
'tvhil e 1 i '""111:er. sl-inned Co l oureds 1verc looki.·1 "; do 1m upon darker skinned 
Coloureds, it Has re~lly , you kno1v , the 'tvhites 1vho 1vere il'l <'ontrol and 
it seemed - i-c seemed ludicrous t o me, even a t 1:hat narti cular c:;tage, 
t hflt D00'11<"' 'tvere unal:>J e t o - t o real i~e th!"lt, nncl nlso i t reminded me 
of the success of onart hcid in 1:ha 1: it hnd created t hese nnimosities 
amonr:st people 1vho ll'l.d lived harmoniouslv 1:o.r~e1:her and 'tvho, I believe , 
,.,.ere no 1: a1vare of anv differencefl ni'lon,::s-c 1:~em, because very many of' 
t he so-called Coloured~ 't'lho ownecl their o1m homes in 1·loodlnnds , 1vhich 
1vas a - -,n area set nside for the Coloureds under t he Group Areas Act, 
had previously lived in 1:he .crarages and bac1~yards o f oeoDle clr~ssified 
as Indian, ond very many of them 1vere t..,enselves the result of unions 
be t 1vecn sa-called lvhitef.i nnd so- ca llC'd P :fricans , nnd even t ho uP'h t hev 
looked do1vn upon darker skinned ColonrPdc::, very mflny of t h0ir O'tvn for 
bears Here of so-c"lllen A-frican ori ("in . 

And I - I t hinlc t ,"'lt even thoueh I 1vn~ not nlunys able to - t o obt ain 
t1--e ons1vers , you lrnop, _!;hese t hinp:s hC'cane - became '1!1nnr£>n t even a t 
th~t early age , and 'lnongs t some of' my - 'llY fr; ends at c:chool 1vere 
children of '">eoplc u 1,o 1vere noli t i c a lly active '1 t that partj cular tim<"' 
one of my very , very close :friends 'tms the son of Yormnn iddlet on •••• 
(In t errupt ion) 

~·hs he a liberaJ. or 11as he ••• • 

..To, no, no , he - be 1vas in the Labour r-,rty ond, yot:t l::no1v 1 he - he 1vas 
tl-e '1 n.tal leader of' the, yon 1rno,.,. , s o - ca llcd Coloured Labour Party , <mel 
I think h<"' c::LlbsequentJ.y r~">c::irned , yon lrnoF, 1vhen the Labour P~rty 1vent 
intn the tr:icamC'r~l parliament or sonl"' t hin"; like that, bnt his - his 
son, n nnnb<"'r of' others and I were m.JOn["st the sort of, you kno1v 7 pol
itically ;-~ctive students nt l,.i.rrh school . 
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And each year , for ins t ance , t hat t hf> sc',oo l 'ms ro,..ced bv t l c so-
en llcd Departr.1ent of Colo urcd A f'-~"·li rc: t o ~,-rti cipnt e i '1 t 1 1c Repnblic 
Day CC'lcbration!:: uc nJ.1;ays prot pc: t pd. - 1:[E' ,...f'"l-l..,ed t o join in the f'ln r;
raic:in; ceremony. - and I remember nne'-. year students ho.d to per"'or:n 
in a concert at t he Cit y IInll, ond L.h~t ubat 1ve did Ho.s t o purchase 
s t inlcbombs ot J . F .- J.F. Kine ' s (?\ ~port e: Store rl t that t ime , and 
then 1ve w·ould - you latou, 1vc would disrL,..,t the per:formnnces . 

And jus t about a t tl,...,t t ime I 'as - I uQs t'v''n in S t ando.rd Nine , '\vh:Lch 
'\vas the year before ·wt .. ~icula ,;ion - I hnd cycled to Chase Vallf'y , '\vhich 
1vas n 1vhite area, t o visit my nunt, 1vho '·me ,..ro,...l·ine; as a nurse a t t he 
men t al ;n.,. tit ution , and 011 the 1-1ay bac1c t' lC:;."'e ,,r;:-of' n po l ice rondbl oclc 
nnd I 'vns :=:to ...,'">ec' nt t'1C roodblocl< ond one n.L the policemen t 1 1en a sl--ed 
me i'or iden t ification. - J did not have ::my ident i.i'icntion bec!Juse l ero;
ally I ,.,us unc'ler- nc;-e - I did not have t o 11avo nny i den t i"fication of' 
any sort , gnd ''~hen I ex 1luined t hn t t he ,.,· ; t P pol icemnn t hen instruct 
one o:f the black poJ ice>:Ien t o de:f l o.te t'w ':11eols of my cycl e beca•1se 
he cla:i.mcd t hat I Has lying , so I t h<"'n 11.ad to pp~l the cycle som~ four 
or five miles t o 1loodl ands • but I t hink J: ~-.raz l.jv;c, ,.,it h ra~e and dec
ic'led o.t thnt point that no poli ce~1an 'mllld RVer 1 0·"1-,tc my cycle aga:in , 
and apart from t llat inciden t havi,.e; , you l~oK, r<'i"1 "o,..ced my o'm dc t 
erminntinn t o r;e t involved in some wny or t } e ot11er in - in t he re"' 
istance to apart hnid, I decided t hnt one ·:uv ' 11 1·1hich I '\vould c'lo t~at 
was by becomine a lnyv('r, because in my yout~f'•1l idealism I believed 
t hat I Foulcl be oble t o render c: ervice to t he commnrd.ty and a t t he same 
t ime t o :fight t ,.,e syste .. I , J;>Lt t rtore imnort •Tltly I also S't..rore to myself 
t ho t I 'tvoulct be t1,~ scource o-r every poJ ice 1an , you kno1-1 , in - in - in 
court. 

A~ter I rtn t riculn t cd t he followin~ yeor I 1m!' no t nblc to nroceed t o 
nniversi t v strai.""1'lt :-uvo.y bec-nuse of' f'inancinl ctif'"icult ies , flo I "t'lorl"Pd 
" o,.. a YP•r onf ·~r~od firs t in a - in n ~~00 ~~ctory, but t hen l eft 
aft er t w·o Feel;.:s~ - the foreman t here insisted that I made t ea and l'lhen -
''~hen I ref'uc:ecl. I indicn t cd t hn t l ao,_, I ~.,-.c:;, you kno,., , hired as a clerk 
and not as - as a Ho.i t er, - be snid ,.,ell , i ~ I didn ' t chnnge my o.tti t •1de 
I 1vould hnve t o leave , ')n 1 "~O I c:qic1 FolJ., t '1ere Has not goinG t o be o 
chance in a tt itqdc, :T ' c'l ro t 11er l r--...vp . 

T t hen 't'!ent on t o ,.,orl;: as a laboratory ossi_s t an t in t 1" Natn l Provin
e; "ll Adminis t rn t ion Roo.ds Depart ment, and even t houch i t ,-;as o very 
1eae;re snlary, T ~-rns a t leof't nble t o snve some money , and t"1e follo,·r-
in; year 1-.r0nt t o t he Fn i vers i t y of' thP Uester.n Cape, 1vhich ,,,., s one of' 
t he see;-rerro t ecl universit ies crcat0d by t"'le r:overnmcnt f'or - f'or blacks 
">eonlc o:r f'o - callcc' Coloq:red orirrin, - t hr>re - 't;hf':r£' i.s n reput able lo'\'1 
scl,ool in °ieterrcJarit -z:burg a ttached to t 1,£' Unjv0rs -1 t v o:r ""Tntnl, and 
som0 of' t he facPl t v a t t he law school hod encournro;ed me to a.:;>ply for 
aclJriis•don t here and in "o0t had i n(lic-'1 t ecl that rr1y o.caclemic recorcl '"<JS 
sL1c11 tll1t T ' d l'CIVe no di!'"i culty in [;e ttin,.... in, bt...t I 1·Joulcl have t o 
a )pl\ t o t 11C minic:ter 0 r Coloured .Af·fairs -~"'or Sfleci !]. dispensation . 

I did apply nnd r.1y npplicAtion '\vos rejr->ctr>d , so I thOUGl t well , if I 
'\von ted to co to univ~rf'itv I hN'I no c 1 ·oic" but t o [SO to t he PnivPrsit y 1" 

of the Ues t ern Capn , an.! I - T dir duly enrol nt the 1miverfli t y , co"l.
plcted my rmder- craduate c'IP,....T'ef' in J a'i ond _r"'ychol0 ~-.r ,., i t hE'n T'"en t on 
t o do ny po<>t- ,.,.r:"lo'll t e Ftud ies in l aH, but t h-roughou,; 1-he ,;imE' t l-Ja t T 
'\vas a~,; lie stem Canf> I '"ns alc:o vcrv, very •c-~ive -,o l i t i c-'1 11 v - T 1va ~ 

involved in t hf> TTn-;ve:rr. ity Chric: t -lan ·•ovcr"cnt , '"hjch a,; ,;hat time ''"as 
led by .... h1 c: i l }·oo-re, '..rho ' ~ now· j_n J\us trnlia- Colin Co llins , ,.,ho ' s also 
in Austrn lia - Basil ifoore is - I t h i nl· l1c uas n '1et hodiR t preache r -
Colin Collins 1vas a Ca t holic preocher • • •• 

Are t hey 1-1hi te? 
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H. I. Thev ' re '\'lh:ite, bo"tl '\'11-J:i.."te, and "they ' re bo"th in Aus"tralia- I subsequ
en"tlv Me"t "them sevC"r.nl vPars later - Cj"tanlcy ~"t-1\'US a , 1vhom you mav knou, 
he is s,;ill in Sou1:.?.: 1\frica - Ju!'itic-f> 'o1 o to, 1-rho is also s,;ill in 
c:oou,;h Af'ric'l - but tpe Tniversi,;y Chri"'·Gian iv.lovemen ,; 1-.ra much more 
"than , you kno1-.r, a - n Ch.,...i<= "tinn ectrrTJenicnl orc;anisa,;ion. - I "think i,;s 
inDortonc-e 1-.ras that i ,; brouch,; "t;O "'e "ther no c just hl ~clr and ,.,hit e s,;u
dcncs bu,; also black s t udents from ,;he differen,; tmivf>r~;ties, because 
t he rcgulntions a,; nll "theee univer~i,; ie~ Y".,...e such ella ,; w·e 1-rere not 
ollo1ved to beloncr ,; o any oreanisation~ w·ith - 1.,rj .. 1::hon t "t he> approva l of 
"the 1miversit y aut hori"t ies . 

The Unive,~si ty Christian }love>nen t i tself 'tvas no"t allo1-.red to -Punc"tion 
a "t any o-~" 'the se :;ro::;.,-ted universities - all t he ac"t ivi ties 'tvere off 
campnc: , and insofar as the 1vcs t ern Cane 1-.ras concC'rned all our activ 
i t ies '\vere a t "the local Ant;lic-'ln c.,nrch, St . Jol1ne in Pclvj lle Sout h 
:Ye held rC'3'tllar meetj_nr'"s, se 1inars , and in t ha"t '\vay 1-.rc - ue - we ne> t 
1-.rG - not ,juc:t s"tudcn "t s ""'rom t he Univcr!'d "ty oi' Cnpc To't\"'1 or Stellen
boc;ch TJnivorsit y but frot'l t he other centres "~S 1-.rclJ., ") 11odc~ , Wi"ts , <1nd 
"then ""or"t Tare 1 Ttl.,...rloop , the ·uni verc: i ty of ~ a tal anrl t ' e other black 
univcrs Lties . 

I 't·:as also active in ~USAS a t t hat GJ.!1lc, nlt11otl,.,..., not in any le"der
ship capacj t~r or an~rth:i.nc lH-.e thot. - ~·r~ ~s itself 1.;as - '\vM' no t all
O'\ved to opcrnto on c::unpus, so NUSAf' ncti..vities w·crc -,}c;o lareely off' 
compus ,) and 'l t t hat t ime N cv:i.llc Cprti s "t·ras the pre"' i dent of' TUSAS -
F~"' held scmina .... s and attended very nany o:f the other a.ctivitie"l off 
C'1T'lpus, "1n0 one - one p::~rti c11lar time t'~<"re 1-.rn_c: o ~cm:i..nor 1.t St . ·r-rich
olas SP-minnry in StPllonbo'3ch - amon"'st t 11" po.rtici..'>antf' t he-re 1-.rere 
De morel Ch-,nberlnin ~ncl no, not Dern[lrr, Ch::unb0rJ nin , T~oh0rt ChFlmbcr
la:in 1 and Robert .icrccr - I th:i.nl ... nobC'rt 11crcc.,... is t oday in - in !"'ato 
bclclnnd someuherc . 

Dut on t ho.t p~rticulo.r occ<:~sion the security police r<:~ided the semin
a.r-y. '\"ihile, you 1"DoF, Mo9t o:f t he pnrt iciT)"'..J1 t s ucre tbere, ~nd I remem
ber at - I c-a 1e 011 t o" "'~ sho,·er at - i. t 1·ms obou.t six th:irty in t hf' 
morninr to "find, ;~oll mo't·r, securi t y po1ic-"' :i.n the corridors, nne" the 
one uni -ror::~ed police 1on,, you kno,.,, camP oTld stuc-lr 1 i"' pi c:;tol in My 
ribs - I mean I hnc1 ~ towel a.round my ~-r'1i et ::!]1(1 he St'lclr 0. Di.!'> t ol i.n 
my r:j,.b<= -and said : \ff>ll 1 yes 1 you peoplA arc slcepin ...... ,.r..; th ,.,,,; tc 1vomen 
here. - ~o I moa.n I expressed c:urprise hec'1usc (Laneh) t 11ere were no 
woMen nt thf' seminary :xnd , you kno1v , tJ.t jt c:t seemed lau.crho.bl<' a t that 
p'1rt:i.cul"r tj_me that thnre '\ve 'tvere, !="tllc,cnts partic:i 1atine :in a c:ern
inar and the police 1vere concerned a 1"Jo ut our, you lrn~:nr 1 sleeping 1vi t h 
'\'lhitf> \vomen (Lauc;h) 

Any1voy it - it 1V"1S jus t n~rt of t he sort o"' on-:;oinc hn.rac:enPn t to 1vhich 
we 1-.rere all subje0tcd ot t l ~ t _;lnrt ic-ul,.,·~ t;,.,,. - 't·Thile - 't·rh:i.le- nart ic
ipat"Ln ; in all these ctncl. vn rious other oc-tivi.ti es, JvC bct;an to 4"eel ., 
crcat deal of' "rllstration :for - f'or variouc: rcnsonf' - the one '~'ac: that 
the 1·1hitc stuc,cmt"' uere concerned obou.t ; s<;ues tho.t '\•ere larg<"ly irr
elevant to U"', i r:sues of' acndcmic f'rPG0or.l, - !,?OU not onl~r 1 id 1.;e not 
hove any acnrlerilic .rreedom, '\•TC had no :frc>edom as human l ~"'1..n -;s , and it 
seemed to 11!=" more ;.- 1ort::mt to I c> conce.,c>d oqout the Lroo.J.e:r ic:sue of 
f'reedom os ,,,,"lan br>i, ~s than J.bout the li'"litccl;, yon l<:nou, :freedoms, 
you 1'nO'tv1 o" etudcnts at an acade .. !'!j.c institution . 

And the second tll:Lnc: 1vns that despite our particip::~tion in orr;enic:otions 
like USAS '"'Tid t 1e Uni verE' i ty C11ristian "'ovcment' t 1C orcnn is"ltions \\'Ore 
not nblc to of.fcr o.ny protoc t ion C'itl.,c::.~ f'ron victi,~isn.tion by the n.ni
versity authorities or ba.ro.5f!'nen t by the security police, 011.0 1ve ber;nn 
to question, von kno1v, t 11c - tl1e uf'e:fulne>c:= of cont:inu(>d p<:~rticin~tion 
in orcnnientions that 1vcrc un~ble t o o 0 :2rr any ;:i .. nd oi' ')rotcct ion . 
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This l·ras pnrtic!.:tlnrly not LcPablc aft er st ·dents "'"""""' c.:xnelled fro m 
:'art Fare ::me' from t he 1 ..,.;vers:it y o:f Tort l - o::."' 1'11iYe3;~~ty of' t he 
nort '1 - t he rc.-son t •,., t t ' ey 1vere expeller' ':;a"' t a t t hey 1ad decided 
t o seck ::.1.Li'ilint i on t o NUS.Af' , ,.md lvhe~ t hey a}! pro.- c11Nl t J1e nni vcrsi t y 
aut hori t ies ~1c univnrsit y "lUt horit ics denied - 1en 4 crl t heir npprov a l, 
and 1vl en [l t uden t s pro t es t cd t he university n.utho.,...i t ies rcDCt C'd by ex 
pel linG every sincl c etudent - NUSAS ,,..as tmn. l_e t o co onyt hin ~ except 
issue stat ement s o:': C0!1dcrrnation . 

Tl-).:i s 1vas arouncl ' 68 , ' Go - a n d t hC'n in lat e ' 6S - no t l a t e ' 68 , nid -
c.ti.d- 1 68 , part i cnl nrJ.y "' t t he Fn:i VC'r~ :i t y of' ·1 ntnJ. medico 1 EO chool, S t eve 
Diko and o t lwrs Here , vo u Jcnolv , arc;11in , in favour of bl"lc1r s t udent s 
ef' t nhlishine; t [leir o'\m orcnni e ~ t ion t ho t 1mul d co t er primnrily for 
black studen t s ~:hose intcre~ t s 1ver0 no t - n0t really in coni'lict rit l1 
tho~e oi.' rhi t e c; t qden t s but whose int e-.:-r>ct.., , you 1-nolv, cot1 l d no t -
could not be 1"le t or fuLfilled in organisat ions lil·e NUSAS nn:i t he Uni 
V<'rsit y Chric: t ian Ifovcmen t . 

These discussions anti , you lcno,v , dC'ba t cs cont inued , you 1'no1..r , hack and 
f'ort h , but t hey 1vcrc aJ1vays lvit hin t hos0 ,:">il..,...t icular or1nn i sati ons - a t 
1fcs t crn Cope t here ,,..as real ly only a very, very sma l l 0roup of' JC: lvho 
qere polit :i call y activP, - nnton"'s t t hem , you lo10l\·, lvas t he - i.::: - is 
t he current rec t or o-r the l~ni vcre i t y of Ues t ern Co.pe , J"llces Ger1.;el , 
and _!vhile very many o~ t he blaclr s t mlents ucrc - vcrc a"":'aid of' b,...ealr
in~ o l d tics, as i t ·vc""'C' , ~orne of' ,. .. .,r~ucct "'orre-~"nlly t h"l t ~,rell , l ool , 
i t ,.,as really no poin L f'or us -c o cont :i n nP -c o "'e " i nvo l ved i n n r o -ces-c e 
about ClCOdC'mi c frcC'dom and t hP r :i rrh t 'CO ne~"'-c ieit')a t <:> i n P""l.Cef'nl demon
~ trations nnd t l, i.n .,.s l ike Gha " - '\'le l nd 'l f'nT' r10re import an t obl ic;a-c
ion -c o -che hl,-,cl · communi -cy a t lar~c , and t 11at 't'lhnt Ff' shoul d be,.in t o 
do is to look a 'L 1vays on,.., Means of fulf'il l inc our ob l ira-cions t o Gha t 
connunit y , l)nrl rnthcr -chan secinc; ourselv es as on elit e cominc 01.1-c of 
t ha't commnn:i t y and n.spirin"" 'to posi-c ions 'tha-c '\voul d enabl e us -c o be 
come par't of' an cli't<:> , lvc i'el G 'tha ~ i " lvas rtuch norc im'Jor " nnt for us 
'to place our skil ls nnd cduc a -cion a-c -cho dis.:.')of'nl of' -che conm1mi-cy . 

T -c menn -c very lit -cl e :fo:r us t o - -co be cone la. vyers , doc,;ors and lvha-c
ever -chc case Mi r;h-c he lvhil<:> our poren 'ts 1·erc no't j us -c - 1-rere no G mere
ly labourers , dones 't ic '\vorl·ers and , yo l~o,..r , o 'thcr uor1'"CT'S in t he 
Sout h A f'rican societ y , bu-c -chey lvere c: ubjec-c ed -c o - GO dcvas -c a -cing 
humi] j "l t ions in t11~"ir every day l ives. - i.,i tial lv -chose o " us lvho 
are--ued in favollr o-~" cs t oblishing a - a blacl~ orcanisat ion t h-, t wqul d 
t hat >vould play a more na t ive ro l e in t he s -c rur~clc for liberat ion , 
you kno,., , lvC 1vere - we 1vere a re l ntivcly ~11all c;roup, and I t h ink t hat 
a t t h[l t part icul ar -c ime 'there conl d no t hovE:' been more 'than 14 or s o 
0 f' us . 

put several thin~s 'then began t o hopnC'n -c 'l-),., t I -chink S'\vun(,r, , you lcno,.r , 
t he mood in favour o:f es 'tablishin~~ a 1-)loc' ... orrr('lnisa 't:i on. - amonc-s t -
amonrrs t t he inc ident s at 'tha t t')~ rt iClll"lr t iMP. lvCrC 'tbe - 't l'e ,..,.overn-- ~ 

mcn't ' s dcci:::ion wl1o- forced t he TTnivcr~i ty o.t" Cppe Tolm t o rc~ci nd -che 
appoint mnn t of' llrchie '''1-f'ejP as lect urer in - senior l ect ure r i n an
t hropo] o~ •••• ...,::;-, 

~.fafejc , t he onc ,.,}1o ' :3 F r no'· in - t he one 1vho ' s ., t t he f<:~nn or somn 
t hinr; in Lus~l·n , because there ' s also a ··"-r"""c if' 'Lha t t he •••• 

ro , Haf'eje - l1e is teachi.nc a t nn Amoric"ll1 (?) universi t y in Cedro . 

Is he - l,c pnblisbccl nn art icle recen t ly i.n ilondazo ' s journal . 

Probably, ;~cs - yec. 

Are you s urc :it ' e not :r-•,-re ··e because • •• • 
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No , Haf'ejc - 'i a f' e ," " - t "l-JP. Un iversit y o n C'"l c T oun t hen, y o u lr.n o·h·, 
_,.bo,ved t o t he covern:mcn t' !'i deman d t hn t t he;· rc!" c ·· nr1 t 11f' nnno-t ntment -
,._,.USAS t hen o rc;nnis ed a sit-in demon s t r'"' t.; on ~ t t he TTn.ivP-rc: i t y o f Ca~c 

T01-n1 pro t f's t inc; 1v'1at t 1cy called t he i n f'rin, f' 10nt oi:' t he t•n. i vers i t y t s 
academic " rcodom , nnd vPrv J'lany o f us ,.cn t to t bc Universit y of Cape 
Tolm -i n - yon lrnoH, in "'O lidar i t y 1vjt""J t lv·, ::; t11dent s ul1o 1vcre demon
s t ra t inG• 

The react ion of t he r;overnment t o t 1at demons t " t ion Yas t o 11s ,n eye 
opener: - s t udents 1verc no t assaulted by t"1p pol i c , t 'Jey 1vere no t ex
T1elled - t l10y ,;ere alJ.o1•ed t o s t n.ce t hci.r sit-:L1 dcnons t ra t ion ::or more 
t h a n a uc-ck , and c.xccT)t f'o,~ t r f' sect,ri t-r >0J.icc t n',;:in:.:;- pho t or:raphs o:r 
ell tl clomons t ~~n to,rs [\" """'11 a s t hos<' 0"" P!'i 1·rho Hcn t th~"rc t o <'XDrt=> co c: 
solid.,.,..; t y , no t h i n<e - no t hinc; hn.ppPned t o t 1,ose s t uden t s - t h£>ir c ar
core: ucrc no t t r•'"1C'Ited •••• 

Those Pl1i t c •••• 

Those 1vld.t e stuclc:;.1t s . o.n<l - and , you kno1·.r , i t - i.t jus t seemed t o us t o 
be lPrlic.,..oqs t 11n t t 1crc "'l·:e "'lvere a~ bl"'lc'· c:t!l<len t s demone t ra t i n <r in ~upp
o rt or "lC .. Hlmnic -rr ,edom a t n 1\•h:i. t e un i v0.rf'i t y , :1.nd ye t 1-rhen ,.,e demon
strated t o a:f'f' i l ; '1 t e t o t bc orcan i s a t ion t '1at had s t a_::;ccl t l-)'1 t demon-
~ tr('l t i.on htmdrcc'!s o.r s t udcn t s were expe l led , o t her ,.,c,~e ns ~., u l t er1 by 
t '->t> ~olicc , and carP-ers o·r- a ll t hose s t uden t s Here lit o-rn ll)'1 , you kno1-r , 
t erminn t ed, nnd amongs t - amoncs t t hem 11cre some o:f t 1 E> :..n lividuals 
'vho c:p'>scauent ly l>ccnme leaders o:.r - oi' SASO, nrnones t t '1c 1 DamE>"~. 'T)i t
yan<' , ,.,, o is noli in London , Harry Nencue ·h J.n , ,., 10 is in Bo tswan~ ••• • 

Is he s t ill ; n Dotswnnn ? 

Yes . 

Can I take a pause her" ··md int erjec t ,;it'~ some ques t ions and t hen lvc 
can pick L1P chronolocic'l llY , but I just t '1in'c n t n ce:::'tain poin t I 1·;ant 
to "''rt in - tn\:inc it 1vay '>ac1r, j u~ t n 'fmv thinr;s to clear - t hP brcalc
LlP o:f t l e commu."'li tins in PiC' t Pr:nnri tziH'r yo ll ,.,ere t alldnc; about - when 
HO ulc1 t ,,., t l1nv<> be en tl1ot t l-,e Colo urcd ~ choo 1 , t 1'r Indian s cl>ool, t he 
ki.nd o·" - ,.,1 "l t t j.!Pc nbo u t lvas t ha t t nkin ~ ~)lacf'? 

(. ~ ·f 
T'-,nt 1ms around - t ' a t n"lS oround 1956 , but the ac t ual implement t'l t i.on 
o-r , you lc.no,-; , tho - the removals accelerat ed aft er 19'10 . 

And your o'·m iclcnt .:.t • - you ' ve t alkec1 n'-,out lou i t 1v~s so crazy t o sec 
yo urf' P.lf' ns a menber o:f nny group nne' tJ~,t t'1erc Pas so much mix in:; up 
in your 0"'1\Tll "'('l.'lilv , but lvhn.t ,.,as your - rl-i cl ~rou ever :fee l you had n 
Colourec ic0n t ; t 3· - you had t o j dent ify you.;.~f'cl:f as f'0'1.0. t hi.nr: , or t 1 H" 

ryeoplo arounr1 you - did t hey t h ; n 1 • we ' re Coloured - clir' you 1 "\VC oeonle 
in j·our o1m .far:Iily 1·1ho said : >Tp t re bctt <'~ t han t hen b..J.t ·p(' t rp '"orse 
t :.en them - hol-: 1·ms thn t kind o~" - '·hat ,.•;_ri yo·1 c;o t hrour;l i n t er:ns o:f 
how· you perceive' -.roursel:C , ho1-: your """l"'~"nts perceived - J c1ir'!n 1 t even 
asl;:: about your ry~~'1n ts - 1vere t ' ry a t rt l l polit ical , l:hn t '· i nc1 of "\vor1r 
did t hey do , ho1,r did they de~ c-ri.be t l,crc eJ.vcc: - ,.,er" t hey bo t h Co l o urcd? 

T~AY were both Coloured , but t hey wore not pol~t lr,l - ny mo t her died 
when ~ve F<'.,..<' .,...elat ive1y youn...,. - I W'"'f' ~round ll Yf>'1T'~ o-r nv,e '"hen she 
died - ny ..... ~ tl1cr uas .... - ., shoe repni.,...~r - he hn.d J1i s o~n little s t o-re 
"'lvhcre he , .·o Ll l~on, rc 'l'"li rPd shoes , on , - <' T·rn.s no t l')o l i t ical - he -
you I·no•-: , he dj_scuss~d various polit ico ] ;., ... ucs "'lvit l, us - l1c r~,d n e,.,rs 
papcrs and enco,ra.:;ed. us t o co t l n t , but nr cl-Ld no t - 1ve d i d no t bave 
any noli t ical dcbot es or dj ~ c uss i ons or m,yt l i .nr, of t he sort, so I 1voul.d 
no t class t hem ns bein~ polit icised or poli. t i.c., J. 
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Did 1 c call himself' n "'ol0ured person, c1 id he sec himself' as a Coloured 
in a Coloured communi t .. ? 

fell , I t1·d.n1 • subsron<"ntlv, yo•.1 lrno,., , thr.>y - t hey oll did, but init
ially I dfrn 't t hinl· it- initially T. thin1;: t hnt even t hon["h t hev \vere 
thrn nll ~orccd t o - to t"1kC out iclenti ty rlocnmcn t s c)-ass i -ryin ..... them 
as Coloured , and I thin- th"1t t hat took pl.,cc aboL't - ,., nrounci ' ~( , be 
cause , yon lmo,.,., I s t i ll ""emember vr>ry clcnrl y \'11cn , you lmo,.,, Pvery
body Started taJ.:;:in g" obo•1t : TTey , nO\·' Fe - YOll ' mo ' , PC have "CO arp')J.y 
:for identity <'"'~r·ls - I t hink i "C \'InS - i t: •vns only n t "Jl)o•,t t"~- '1t ti.me 
t;ha~ neopl e t hrn hccan to - 't o ~ee 'themse l ves as belon ~n~ ~o these 
dj f'f'ercnt e t J·n:i c <'"roup~ • 

.And • • •• •••• • ••••••••••• 

END OF sIDE 0 T " • 

• ••• HOS there ever ony conscjousnec:c: of' yoo c:boult' 1 t see yourself as 
Colo red or did that come later .for you - did you sec :·ourself' as anti
\vhi te but - ,.,ould you havf' E>ver, on cc yo 1 ,.,ere in the s cporatr> "'re'1 s, 
thonr;ht oe- nllyinr; yoursC'lf' \vith b1ackc: ''11 10 •ver,.... clnf'sifi.ed as ~f'ri c onc: 

did you c;o t hrou""h <'~ 'lrriod yoursPlf' vhen t 1e renli. t y Nas yon ,_,f1d a 
Coloure< iden t ity Cloctncnt and von thou"'l"t ,.,el l, thi~ is \v10 I ' m vith, 
these - we ' re calle~ Coloureds? 

I - I do no t t ,inlr that t h£'re wac: ony - onv conc:cio:ls C""C · c:ion t o ally 
myself \'lit 1 c:o - <'<'lled Colonredc:, - it 1'"1"' norP a - a reality that well, 
\ve , .. P""f' forcer "11 c' it \'l<l"' alw·C\v~, I t' '• 1.-, ;nc:;o:far n~ T ,.,.,c: concerned 
t he 1 tt i .tude al,·•ays 1.;n.s t hC\ t t h; c: '1!" so"1Pt11i..Dc; beinc- forcf>d upon U"' -

it 1vas unc'C'r "lro t f's t, and I t hinlr t,_,~t _El1<1 t '1tti tucP \•'rlS - .fOt.l know, 
,..,~s onl" t hat - thqt I ret'1ined t hroun-hont, so th.,t even >vhen I wen t t 0 
a so- c,lled Coloured university - I remP.mbPr PVr>n \vl1P.n >vc hod t he very 
f'irc;t ~ort o<' oriento t :i.on lect ure bf'in,n; ~iven by, '"hi te lecturers , and 
t hic: particuJ.ar J.ecturer asked t:>ach of' us ,.., y 1ve - >vhy had '"P decided 
to come t o univerc:i t y and, you kn">\ , ~ ~cnPmber c:tatin~ V~"ry <'learly 
t hat i t was nder ~ro tcs t and t hat i~ ~had bad t he choice I would not 
have ~one the~e "'lc><'nqsc i t ic: a ser;re~o ted univcrc:-i ty t ha t i."' a nroduct 
of' t he systeM•/ so T think th~ t t hronc;hout I - I - I had th~" - you lrno>v , 
t he very :firm :n:nrcn0s f' of t hi !" being "'Omc>thinn- impos Pel Llpon nr-:: . 

Do you speak ZlllP? 

Very f'l1ently . 

Ho\v clid you e;et - u1cr0 did yon learn t llat - 10\v did you - \·m:= t ha t f'rom 
your cl,i ldllood from th~" ld ds you played 1vi th or >vos i. t •••• 

From c 1· i l<lhood - T mean ~very sine;le momber o.f my .r,.,·,i ly speak) Zulu very , 
very f'lncntly •••• 

Because o.f 1-rh0 t ' "'Y deal 1.;ith on~ t 1 teir ( •.•••• ) - 1
; ~ you 

home as o - did your mother or f''1thcr S?c~· it to you as o 
or \vns it t he you plnyed >dt h , t hat you cl0alt ,.,it h? 

lle - •vc spoke i t rd; home and, yon knoy, OPts:i.cle . 

""', j t at 
li tt le chi] l 
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Because mo~t Coln1red~ wouldn ' t speak it in ~he home even - I ' ve met 
lots o"f people cl'"lssif-led Coloured uho spc::~1c it :from :"Jatal, but very 
f'ew- tmles s tlle~r , ,..d a Zulu mother or ~rnndmot'lCr >W uld c: P'"':Jk i t a t home . 

Yes, particularly in l,.,ter year::: , and - and :1 ;ain one of the reasons -
one of the rr>3~on!= f'or tP~ t wae precis"'J.y bcca!l5e they di.cl not ,.,an t t o 
be idcnt · ficd vi t h the s<>-c~lled Africans, sn it '\Ynf' more a case of' 
sel:f-deni~l rat' er tl]an <~''1ythinG els c . 

1-lhy do you t'1i.nk you didn ' t havf' that scl"-lenial - t here '\ve:re ")Cople 
'\ITho h~ve talked r'bo ut their poli t icic:at ion nnd admi t ted and fl <=ti 1 it 
'\IT<'l"' '1art of' their baclq~round t ha t they - it v<"~S like you ' re L<>t t f'r t l '"In 

t he .A:f...-icans , yol1 1 re not 1 il~e them, you do., I t speak Zulu, or Pven i r 

i t \1Ta5n 1 t any 1 ~i.ncl of fal~e pr:ide it 'vas Po-re like ,,.~ arf'n l t 1 ilce t he·1 , 
t'1ey a.,... 1 i :ff'erent ron , ye t - do you thinl;: · t • as be C? se o,.. 1 i vin{" in 
t '1e in it i '11 set tinG ~-r-l t' 1 A fric<'ln s or did you have "'~ c ln se? 

'/ell, 't mieht - it micl1t have been t11at, but then also some of 1y 
you ~'1o.·, my very ear] ics t experiences and my mm recollection!= of' 
tho~f' e'lrliec:t experience~ verP o:f a "-rr>nt deal nf closenc"'f' ,.,i t h '"'nd 
af'"'ection from peo:::>le clasc:if'iPn as, you l;:no1v, so- calle<'l h-f'r·icanc: -
-~"'o.,... inc:tance, my - my rather had an - an Bssistant c:=~lled Short ie be 
C'll1S e he was very c:hort, anc1 1-,,._. had on old bicycle tha t lvaf' 1 i.s only 
'lc.,..ns of t ransportation anr' t ravelled sane, you 1<no"tv-, ten i les back 
ond forth from - to nnd fro'1 ':ark , and each rlay, for inc:ta..•ce , he would 
c;i ve me, you lo:no"tv, a ride on his - on his bicycle and I \vas - I "tva s 
very, very, you 1mo ··, Ltttached t o him prob..., 1 throuc-hout my - my in
fancy and - and even - even beyond - beyon, t -:tt, so t wt evPn , f'or 
inf' t ·mcc, nt tl>e time that I \vent to university 110 1-ms f'till \vorkinc
f'or 'Y father, but then I - you knolv, I still rer.~ained very, you kno·w·, 
sort of' cloee to him . 

But tell me - maybe I s' 0 1lr1 :focuc: more \vhen you eot to U1t/C an~' t hen 
yoL' stnrted loo1<ine a'\'lay -r.,...0m .,.USAS and t e wllite student move1 ent led 
as a solution or nc: n '-lay "or,v-ard - 1vhy ""rc there so f'en - yaP c;aid 
t,..,e,..,e 1vere only nbo ut lh o-~"' you - ("!Ins there a' Colour~d menta 1 ' t v yo L1 
encoLmtcred at Bush that P[lC" dif':Cer<-nt thnn in "'Jntal?- \vhat ,,af; i t lil:e 
-ro,. ~ron to ('"E!t out of' Natnl 'lnd come to thn 1-lestern Co,.pe ,·here no ma t t
er how nolitic~l peopJe later became nr ~~d been in the nast , t here was 
a kine' of Coloured - there '\-la"' nobody '\vhn ""P01 '"0 Xhosa the Hay you euys 
spo1::e Z J.u in rataJ .•••• 

Th,t 1 s ric;ht - I mean thPre W<1P - :!;here ·;as o., very, very stron~ c:o -
ca lled Colo nred mental; t v and i t '\VOl: no t j uc::t - it 1ras not ,i uc: t - i t 
W"-15 not just a qur:>stion n" - o" racP, you '·no\•T - i t '\vac:: also £1 cmec:tion 
of cl..,c:s. - very many o" t 11P. s t nd0n t c:; w: o l·J<"'nt to 1/rc: t Prn C::- ")e '"l t t l "'t 
particular time were t• c children o~ cit 1er preachcrco or teacherc: but 
child '"'en '\vho in tlle coo-called Coloured co.lmunity lvere t ' (> C 11il.-'lrcn from 
middle class baclrcrounds 1 .for one t 1ing, :-md education to t' P.m '\vas a 
vehicle for up1-mrd social mobili t :r - ~he~- did not G~t invol,.ve i in pol
itical activitiec: for f'car t hA t t lH'Y ,,..old be expellee, 1nd i-~"' they 
were expelled or victimised in ..,ny way , not only would t •nt nut an end 
to t heir own aspiration~ bL• t it would also 1-)r- ..,_ - a c:ociol s t ic;rna -for 
t he f''l""'lilies.- th--t \.r::lS the - the '"ny they viE'\vecl i. t. 

The second reason "Iva!" t 1n.t very many of the 1 \ITCre f'r0m cons - very con
servative bac1cgroundc '"'ny-tvay - very many o·" them ca.le f'ror smnll rural 
commt.mit:Les 1vhere tl1,.. prevailing a tt ;i.tude \-:-q.e that , you know, t he - vou. 
know , the "'ystcm ,,ras - tl- c syst em \\•as - 1-:-2 s preordained (Lauch) as i t 
,.,erl>, eo they did not c',a llenge or question anythinG• 
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- ano t her, you 1al.O"'-.r , /rP....,~on why :=:o many of' t he "' t u1(>"1 t :=: did no t 
encaee in polit ical activity a t t hqt t ime >vas thn t the./ obt -:dned schol
arship .. f'rom the c-overnment t o .:> ,,."'LH~ careers in t eachine , social >vorlr, 
and Fhat '"ere - there "\.;ere t hree - and l:i.brarianship, and af't er com
ple t i'Jn of' the;r c:tudies t hey would t hen be ....,onded t o the g0vernmen t 
'for t he num1),..r of years t hat t hey had receiv ed t l eir schola,...c::,_,-; ps , s o 
very many of' t,,,..., lvC""'" afraid t o enr-n.ee i.n poli-c iC'nl OC' l. iv~ t ies f'or 
fear that thni.,., c:: cholars ips "1-.ronld be , you lmo,··, 1·d t ·rlrmro . 

So t ell me sot"'P t 11in"' abou-c - givE>n -chose constrain -c s of' clac:=: ~nd jus t 
financial se -c- up t ha -c you ' re t allrjnrr about - thr. :fact t hai; Lhey came 
ou-c o:f a Coloured i.dent:i. t y much .no""e t han people in Natal O T' sav, t he 
Transvaal - hO"''i did you oc; t he b<:>J?;i nnine or t he nc movem(>n t rrp t t hose 
peo·)le int o a posi -c ion, or how did you s0e the>ir move, O"" 1"0"\v d i d you 
yourselves move t o be in a movF>rlen -c -cha -c accen-ced nnd embraced ,.,o,...kinc 
w:i th <\f':ri can pcoryle , -cha-c flaw 8 -c eve 'liko as a leader, tha t smv- Sobuk"'\'e 
and Mnnd~"la and people along ldt l 1 f' t f',.., Jonc>s nnd t ha-c kind of' .-hin['" -
how did t~r t ~rocess come - wafl i t difficul t - i~ t hat tlP reason t ha -c 
,;here are o f'e>-.r so- callec'l Coloureds hi c:: t orically - one o-r my kind of' 
t l inr-!> t'l-tat I hnve t o nccent and deal Fi tl-J nnd explore and try -c o under
s t ~nc" ; c:: "'vhy t he Colot,r"'n "eonlc> ' c:; Congress l;Jas so small, v 11y t l-)ere 
arP.n ' t -cha-c many Colonrc>d"' ;n - his t oric1lly in -che movenen-c s - i t ic 
a s'loll populat ion, one C"'~n ' t f'or ·e t, so ic:: Indians , so ic;, whi-c ec: -
I ' 1 ,in.st in-c ere:=: t ec'l ;n yo 1r thou.rrht~ on t 11rl t - I don ' t •-.ran t t o dwell 
t oo nnC'l) on your O'\V'll part; cnlnr f'"XDf'r:i.Pnce becaus0 ; t ifi tmique - I 
in t C'rviE'l-.red one o t her "'UY' "'vho "'YaS from 'Trl t al and i t ' c:: a re:'1lly Lmiqqe 
sit u, t ion viz- a - viz Zulus and t he >vhoJ~" t hin,..,. - i t ' s also no t renrec:: 
en t a t ive doMin'U1 t lv - mainly t he \ves t ern Carye t ~ wherP t hn Co l oured 
co 1muni t y c ame f'rom ;-tnd Eas t ern C1 T)e, so t f' l l 1.1e a b·i t about t ha t -
"1-.rhn t it '"a~ lil-e - movbe somP. t h i n(" anecdo t alJv o.bont novinc ~E>onle -
t here lvere some bie .,..,....,1 import an t leadnr~ t h"tt hove co11e out of' t here , 
yourcoeJ.:f and Johnny 'T'sc::c l and ~eopl0 ,.·ho c::u11~cquC'nt ly ,ove role<> , hut 
ho'\v did yon f'oll-s do~m t here - din von etCCf''Jt t h...,t t here would only be 
1L1- - did i t r;ro,\· bicc;er than th<=~ t? 

No, i t - i t grew much 
thinL (Int errupt ion) 

I mean i t grmv ML1C.., bie""er t han t hn t, and I 

. . . . i t "'rO>v - t,o,..r d:i<' it ~ro•·· - •-.rhy c1 i<1n ' t it e;rolv -c o tlle same prop
9"rt ionc:: :ts J. :fr; C'1).1S qncl t l-)"'l t k.;nd o" t hi"l ~? 

llr>ll - I thin1 :: t1"~a t 1r 1en - when one , yot lcrto>-r , vi E'l'lS it historic~lly, 
I t hink t hat , yo" !:..."10'\v, t he movemf"n -c <'lid {?;rOlv cons i.dc:rably , pnrt icul 
a:rly in - in t he IT es t ern c~.re , "lnd i t wa~ - it l'iaS heJ.pcd by a - a 
var:i.C' t y o-r nrort icnJ.nr c-:rcurns t anCC'!", - f'o:r one "1-mc:: just tl e bitternc:os> 
amonc-c:t so - cnll0d ColonrPds in t h0 \{es t ern Cope over their rE>moval 
f'ro '1 <1rco.s J.ilw 'Ji ~ t -r.ict Si.x nnd o t her pl.8CC"' , and alc:o the>rf' >-.ras a 
("ren t cl~"'nl o-r ')i t tcrness mnon ;s t Col o11redA over their rejc>ction l)y t re 
,.,11; t C'"' - I tl ink V"'ry many o"' t t,Pm sal' t'~Amse lves a:=, yon 1..-nO'\v-1 bro>m 
A.rr-:1-an"'rs an had ho!'>cd tha t t hey '\vOLllc' '::>c absorbed in t o tbP ,,rl i t e 
com" t•n.; ty , CQ-1d 1·i1~n t hnt did no t happen very mnny o:f t' em Y~"T'P vPry , 
very bit te , ) and lflat >·:e did '\vas thnt ,. .... ,... ·,·or1-cd out i t'i1e co mnni t i.es 
'IE' \V'Or(ecl GrticuJ.::orly nmon l'l t 'tiGh f'C' 1 ool studc" t c: - re hf'~"'n t o or-

'111; C::(> rceular l~"'adership t r.,inine ~,., .· ...,.,rc:: .r-o..r ' . . , school !" t ncE>nt ~ 

'n 1 ; ·"'f'cr~"nt parts o:f the Ca.t)C ""lat "' anC:: b"'can\ - ,,.c bcean t 0 :inculcate 
:i.n t1 n.1 no t just the idea of' all persons •·'10 •-.rerc not ,.,hj t f' bein:::; Sllb
jcctcd to a common oppression , despi t e t ,_,~"' aT)n~r0nt , or the seeminG 
privilecc~ t~.,t so-call,..d Colnurei!" c>n j oyed , but a l so t o rn~kP t~A -
yon kno-.;-:, t ,..,P yo11n; un.ders t nnd t hn t t ' r.,..,.. F~"' n ·x1rt iC'nln~ hi::> t oric -
you lmm._r, hi c: t or:i cal role :for yotm .....,eople to plny , "'lld t 1 Jat is t 1,a t 
all o:f us had gro-wn up only Lmder t lJe system o.f apa rt 1 ,..i.e nnrl t J1a t ~re 
had knol·m >-.rhit es only as oppressers, .,,'•r"~"'ac:: very manv o " t l10 older 
cene.,..at ion had gro;,'Tl L1P a t a t ime '\vhcn t ''f!rc uas c:: t ill a CT.'f'"l t deal of' 
of' racial mixinc , !_iberal:i sm, i:f you w·1n t to torr i t tha t, ac:: an • ••• 

) 
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ideo] o'")T '\··as "oirly pcrvosive, particuJ.arly in tl c "·estern Cape , 
'"~Tid vcr)r ,..,,.'" of the older c;eneration '"'till harked back not only to 
t 1 """.t partie ,lo..r time but tbey also saw t,1at as a pos"'"ibj.l:i.ty "for t he 
~~tture, whereas to us it ,.,as jP"'t "\cry clE'"r t 1at look, chanc;e in Sout 1 

Af'rica uas only ["OinG to come o""~out throu'"'h t'JC actionp of the oppresc:ed 
peopJ.c, and t'1nt 1:as - thot '\<la9 the area, as it ·were , '\vhere we had t o 
concentrate our effort . ~ .F~ 

1vhnt eJ emcnt of' race nnd colour '\vas at ,-or,~ ,..,ere and ,.,1 ,.,t element of 
cla"'S - VT'' '18ck in the ben-inninG you snicJ tJ ->t vou c:a1 t 1 -,t tberP ,.ms 
the ,~ind rr" 1 j ~h.t ond dark Coloureds but alc:o it •vos t'..,c 1 ave oncl have 
not Coloured<: - ,·bat f'nctor '\<las 3 t '\<lork there - 'tvas there t he unity of 
t he oppressed P'"'oplC', i . e . t he block people or Has ·· t t he unity of tlJe 
people '\vho don 1 t l"ave , '\vbich might even :nean that tlJC teachers and t hE' 
upper c:trntl"' ~voulcln ' t join tlH~ strug-gle because oi' their econonic sit
uotion, or c14 d. you pt tt:at s t age in tim~ ~obi.lise around colou-r? 

1fe mobilised aro~"rH" colour at t h'lt particnl"' ~ tir·c. - >vC - ,.,c 'tvcre <H·'1re 
o~ - o£ class ~i~~crences , anrl - think that even - ~ell, ::1i thot ~art
ie- tlar tjmc my o.m partic!.llar polit ical development -.;:as - "\\'as such thnt 
I understood vcr:, ve"'}~ clearly the natur" of class on")T"ession in South 
A £rica - soi:l,e of' t ,,c - c:ome of t he peopl0 ,t thot pn-rt-l cular time, like 
Rick Turner, Pl,o u.,s assas<>inat ed in DnT"l)an - I mean n.l"'ter l1i~ return 
:frop1 France , t oc;e t her ··i th a Hhole lot o-f' other p oplc 1vho belonged to 
the - you kno,v , t'1c rcnmants of t hP U""lit y 'iovement, were still :fairly 
active in tlw CFt 1r area - w·c cxchnnee'1 ~ -;reat denl oi' idea<: and we 
uere constn"'1tly involv<=>cl in discusf'ion '1"10 - ond (lobate over the whole 
question of' clnss and r,<'e in South A~-ri ca . 

So you Here exposed to the Fnity Novemcnt in the CnnC'? 

Uell, nt that tine they - t hey did not call t bcmc:elvcs thP- rnity 1-love
mcnt, but "\·~c !meu that, you Jrnow, they belon.:;ed to the old Unit y Move 
men t and to APDUSA, for inc: t nnce . 

And T t:U."'O '\·ra A in t he 

No, he "'.,"' in H.,t""".l 1Jut l1e camP. t o the Cane very :fr quently, and I re 
member .l"'o~ pro~o~ly a~out a month)he conructcd , o~ he lnd t~e ~ajpr 
di<>Cil""Sions in..., litt1" n;orat;e so cFbC'.,..." .;n- in Elsi'" F River. - I ' r 
jnc: t D-rovinint; th.;., l~inn of' background , you lmow·, to - "C O demon <>tra "Ce 
"Che c-ross - ¥ert iliza"Cion o~ ideas th~t to~~ rylncP . 

h t thC' ~1me time t hn "C vou 'tvere bein(" disilltlA.;onPcl 't:ith "\v11i t P NUShS, 
clid i"C bo"Cher yon "Ch8 't Turner '\vas "\vhite ond 1 e "\vas t here or 'tvas "C ha "C 
no"C a fac~or or wns thnt • • •• 

No, that - that "\Ya"' no t: a fact:or - I mean li'ke I S"licl, it was no't ius"C 
:i. c 'tvos no"C j us "C Turner - "tve had very, very cloc;e ~ersona 1 -f'riends '\vi "Ch 
a ,...-hole range o-P "'' ites - I mean - I mean "Gill (?) t-oday , :for ins'tance, 
Basil I-loore, Colin Collins , Neville Cnr"Cis nncl all t:h<>sc g11ys .... re very 
close ..,ersonal :friends . - 1ve - you lmo'''' 11e c;~"C do,m , enl;a"'ed in dis
cuc:c:ion gnd deb"lte w·ith t hem over 1-he '\vhole- the u1oJ.e ques"Cion, and 
"C hC'y "Chemsel ves, ro-r il'l ctqnce , recoe_;nised 'th!1"t i "C "\vi1 S ess cn "Ci '"l 1 for 
-c he black Sou-ch .1\ -f'ricnns "C O provide thc:d -r ovn lendership, bu-c chat-, 
yon kno"tv, t 11ie did not deny a role for 1vl1i t:es in "the l·ihr>ration s'tr
U"'l"'le, and ... t:l1inl~ "thnt i.t "\vas - i t '\vac: D-rincinolly brcnuse individuals 
1 i 1r<> tl O"'P. that I ' vr> men 'tioned S"l"\v very c 1 P::trly 'the need :for, you kno"\v, 
blac1c uni t y, blacl-c leadership in 'the strl' ~::;lA 'th'1t t he BC movement: in
i'ti.olly '\vas no 't - "\vas no t racist, nor dic'l t',cy 't 11emselves see it: as 
rncis"t, -,nd I thinl~ that :i.f you "\vere to re:1cl t he e;:~rl:i.er "\vorks o-f pconle 
lilcC' Curtis , Dos il lloorc, Colin Collinf' ond others, t 1 tey t'I-Jems elves said 
that t here '\vas a ncC'd ,.,nr 1·rhi t e e: "\vho Here c-onceT'Jled about the s"tru.cr["le 
for cl,onc-e in Sout h A'"'rica t o mal('e t he 'tvhite ~•o""lul ntion ~n,r~re of -c he 
oppreflsion ond exploitation of bl,...clr~ in Sout h Ai'ri.ca . 
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In other ,.;ords , t'"'CY t hemselves argued n -r:JvOtlr of a Hhite conscjous 
nef's mnvement. 

D:i.d you read t ha t stu£1' at the tim~ or did you hear it from Riclr TllT·
ner or? 

No, no, no •••• 

You said i"' you read the early <.loc'l•~on tl:" o-"' r'qrt:i.s ,.....,d t hnt - i-= t hel:'e 
somPthin.:;: I coul<'l r"''l.d did you. r~ad i t O""' is it mor<' t alkjn"' to Ct'r
tis than to Turner? 

Th0y 1vrot<' -,bout it - there ' rc probably f'ome o" tl1e carl ier "JUSAS doc 
u.:lCnts, .-,oc:ition TJopers and o thers as ,.;ell ns thP ,.,orks o-f Turner do -
have all t~o stufr- i t wa9 the '1roduct of a r;reat deal of di~cuc:-=ion 
and d0bote amoncst 115 - t l1ey - they tl1en 1TT'Ote about it, they condnctPd 
sem:i.nors _,for 1:rhit e "'tudents, and I t "h;n ~ t l1nt if you 1-:ere to read, -fo," 
j.nstonce ftb~ report of t he Schle;j.~Hl~C'~ Co:.unic:sion ,) nt tl at pDrticnlor 
t ime it w·Dc: onP o-" the - i t 1-rac; on~ of' the charr;es lcvclJ.e(i hy t he 
governmen t a""'l.inst t 10 e:i.C"", t 1vhi t e leaders 1vho 1·1erc banned, that nnmcly 
t hey ,.,ere ' o""lcinc tow·ards t~~ con-= c:i.enti~ at ion of 1vhi te to prepare them 
for revolution or some c:ucl n~nc:ense. 

So you accept ed n.n jden of a need fo1" a DC movement and of' a 1vhit e con
f'cionsness movement bnt you felt t hat th"Y sbonl(1 he separate, t hn t 
1vhit es ncQdcd to conscicntisc the whites an< hl~cl---c: blocks - 1\•ould th ... t 
be :fair t o • ••• 

Yes, th1t 1vould be fair to say. 

Tell me, jL1st inn 1"':r·irr' .;ay becan~e I think I 1vant to explore ,.,,lAt ' s 
uniqne ;-.bout it - I 'tTJdcrs t and BC - you t'1ovcd. th0n - yon l~Terc leading 
tl.., to sayinr: you -.;:rent i11to t he BC orc;unisat:i ons - did yo•l f'<"~rticularl;r 
"ound anyt1 in("" O""' - T c-,n ~et all t his l.,t".,..,, bnt juc:t bJ:je"ly -.;,rh0re 
di(1 you spC'c--1:f:ic-,lly .:;e t into in DC struct11rcs :fir~t? 

1leJ.l , I - I lvas involved in SASO rial t ·rom t·,c time that the organis 
ation \'IUS :formed •••• 

Did you "1ave a poc:i t; o'1? 

I uas initially t' ~ 1fcstcrn Cape recionnl ort;:::t..."'liser - subsequently I 
,.,.as vice president nnd then presicient o.r SASO . 

' 7J - I N'1~ vice president in ' 7'<- and t "1en a:ftcr t1'e banninr,c:: o-~" S t eve 
'"~il·o and 0t',crc;, jncluding Jerry .Iodisane, uho is t ,e presid(>nt, I w-as 
tl 0n actinc p-r""'ii1ent, and tl en :i.n JLmP ~t the m.1nL1al conf'cr"nce •·ms 
a ..,~ointr>d pr0si<'IP-nt, and c:hortly t'1cre>., "t "r~·mrdc:: bnnnecl jn ' 73 . 

And after your bm1 you 'wd to no longer bn an 0 "'" · ce boor~" r? 

That ' s rir;h t. 

I 1vas placed Lmder house arrest and rcc: t ricted to Piete ,....,nritzburc;. 

You h~d to co bnc,~ n) there - llad you cone 'nc'-? 

No, I had to co bnc1
:: 'P there. 

So yon had to f'top your stud:i.e~? 
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Yes . 

TTj t 1-onnt havinc D dn ree by t hen o~? 

1vell, I ' d complet et' ,"' , you kno,v , 
rn·:ay :from comnlet i..-'1 ~ t 11c T{?D •••• 

art s der;rcc - I wa~ jus t ~t,e mon t hs 

& 
You couldn ' t ~·nish it ? 

I could not :finish because I t 1-oen cou.ld not enrol ~t ·v•y univcrcoi. t v , 
and t 11cn tl e linivor.::ity o£ r~"'"" t crn Cape .,.,,..."us0d t o -~v,.. me o ce-rti-r
ica t c of' c;ood conduct , so I coul<l no t rr i c-tor 1d.tl .,.-~ISA. 

I stuck around in Pie t erma"'i t zl-:>ure a ter t"1a.t Lm t i 1 December o:f ' 74 -
in t 1e time t ha t I ivas - I 1-:as bnnncd I still ma.:n t o.ined close contl1ct 
·Kit1 

, -ou knou, aJ.l t hoc:e 1\·ho 1vere b::uln"d li ~e Steye, .,..,arncy , 0Po"'f' 
S t rin-l .;_n Durban and o t hers and continued - c- ")nti.nued t o •·mrlr c l'ln de5t
i.ncly in the trncl" tmi on move"lf'n t t hat "t'-'O.S Jr ·i.nning t o - t o c1cvPlon 
in - in Pietermn.,...i t?,ln,.,.,,.,. - i t 1vas more - i. t 'as 110rc in tc"t'ms of re
search and providin.c inf'on'1a t ion . 

Th"' trade •tn jon movement me::minr; blac1'" ( ••••••••• • ••• ) - 'tvh::lt 'vas i t 
called th0n? 

Dlaclc AlJ.j e( Uor,;:"rs ' s Union , but in in Pieter.nari t zburc: it 1·ms more 
t he - "tvha t 'vas it - tho de t al and Allied Uorcers ' Union nnd t he Con
!" t rnc t i.on Uorl·ers t Union- I don ' t kno1v 1vhr- t t he ~ubsequcnt acronyms (?' 
are . 

And l\•hnt happened in Dccemt er, ' 7L'? 

I skipped the coLmtry t'1cn. 

los t 11at directly bncallS" vou couldn t t 1-1or1:: or did so ne thin~ happen 
that nroPtpt ed you to leavP? 

~fell , I had been - ..,.. 1·1as charged ,.,;_ t~ , yo11 10'1oi·l, brcol"in~ my banninG' 
order and I 1ms ~; vnn n suspended "',..ntcnce , ::md then -ro llo,.;in~ t he pro
Frelimo rallies durin.:; t'1at period of' intense rcprr~"" ion it bec,.,e ver-<_.r 
cleor that c:ome of' ' 5 \-;rre - yero co:inc t o be impliC''"lted in - in one 
way or tho other, and it t 11en coeenerl w·ise.,... to - to J P'"IVC t h" ,....otmtry 
ro t her tl1nn rcm"in, bnc...,Ll"'P not only 1voulC t 11erc b" t h" , you lrno1-.r, 
fre~h charGes but also t~e suenl"'ndPd pen t ence would then be Por~ of 
enact 0d . 

I f'irst i\TCn "t; -c;o ~va?:ilancl :for about six uec'"c: and ~hen proceeded t o 
'Je,v ze,.,lond t o "ta1 ·e un ., scholarship of'f'cred by ~ 110 :Fe1v Zea l and Fni
versitv Studentc: \ssocint ion • 

• \nd how long 1vere you there? 

So I \vas in ·e,., "'Pnlanc1 :for abou1. 1.hrec yon.,.,s, so I comnle~ed my l aiv 
de~""ree nt Vic ~, oria Univorsi ~y of' Tell~, ..,.ton, bu,; even t hen I 1vas more 
in ceres"tcd in con"ti1ued involvemen ~ in t- he stru~~le ra t her t han in -
rather th:om i.n s"tudy and 1vl1ile - 1vhilc in ': c~v Zealand I 1vas, yon kno'" , 
very ac1.i.vely involved in "the ..,nti-npnrtheid movemC'n~. 

And t 1"en you- af'tor rmv Zealand 'tvhere c1 i(l you c;o and ;..rhen ? 
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Then- w·hile> in re,-; Zealand I travcll~c1 11ac1~ to Soutl1c;rn Af'ric<1 a 't 
the end 0-r f'ach year and durinr.; 'tha't -ci'1f! mad~) I mean ( con'tac't w-i 'th -
you kno1v, 1rjt1-] <::!11 t he libera t ion movm.,en-cs bec, n"' e 1 you l:no1v

1 
des -

pi 'te my 01m )o~j 'tion in 'the DC move '€''~' 't, I ''ns;l ""ri end~ in all 'the 
libera tion Movemen'ts nnd retained, vou lmo~: , t'1osP- close personal 
f'riendsl"~i )"' so that, ,...or instance, ,.,,_ ~"n I re 't urncd t o Slvaz:iland e t 
the end of' ' 75 "' omc o mv c1 o~E' "'t ..... -ri ends 1vere ANC people.1 - ~ome o f' 
1v -r.ormer colleaGues jn t 11e DC ,.. ~Vf'I'E"1'1 't, '1-Jo,vevcr, at that part icul,-r 
tiMe '"ere involved in di"'CLlSSions 1vit h ct>e PAC about a tmited f'ron t, 
and I then a1, ~. ended a meetin g 1•i tl, t hf' '"l\C cen'tral commit t ee - T t hinl· 
i t w·as at t lle end o"" ' 76 , '\vhen t1-1e~e ci~cu~sions "''lCre carried f'urt hc r. 

Tlu t t hen 1ve all rccorni ced the f'nc t t hat t he PAC lvns - 1vns 1veak, but 
then lve had t his nis t al .. en boliE>f' t h.,t i·F' t'1e ~c could be ;nj~"'cted 
1vith , you 1~n01·: , younf" blood '1nc1 t al<'nt f rotr t l <' DC ll10V"rl0n t 'tllf! orc-;:m-~
isn~ion mi.a'1t be. revived . sr th~ t it lvOtlld, ~ro•, 1~01-: ~ one<' 1orP t:eco~H·~>' 
D VJ.able foetor :u1 t he l,hc a t1on Rtrn r.;c;l e. - :1TI"r:t...fur11J.J c I p.-,c: c::t1.ll :u1 

N cw"? '7p"' l ond t he"> P.AC C<''Yltr'l.l commit t ee t l,cn> o.ppo:Ifited 1:1e a ::; t h<'ir rep
resc·n t..,t ivc in Aus tr~ l "'c:: i o. , nnd 'lf'tC'r ;::t great de'll oi' sort o"' sonl 
senrc1>i"1 G and a l so dj "'Cn~sion ·pith a 1-d cl0. :;.~ance o·,... , ~rou l::no1-: , forner 
collear;nes from t he T,... nove•nf'nt, I (lf'cir'ed t o DCCI" ')t t he - t lle poc::iti on_, 

Yot~ kno-..v , v it' t hindsic;' l t, you k nO'·l , J lv~vf' ,,.,d ao'lr (r 'I.U""h) - \orne (..re -
c;re t s, ln, t t ..,..,'l.t ' s not a matter -for cl ' ~c"c::..,;~n '1rrC' but '1nV1\·ayy~ Ire-
t urned to Tnnznnia j.11 June of ' 7~ to t'11""' 1art il'l t11e PJ(' t c:: sPcond 
con S'1.l t a ti vc con""crcnce nnd a t t lYlt meC' t-i.., r" I "'va"' ::-pnointeC. to thP 
cent ral commj tt0o Dn(1 

,.... -, )Oi.n t ed (1 i rf'ctor o·,... edncation nnd mr-t9i'OYer 
t;!eveJ.opmr'nt , so t 11.a t 1·lD"' ho1v I ca.:'l<' into tl'e PAC and in t o - ~nto t hP 
l eodcrs11ip of t he movnnPnt. 

'l ll, I remained in Tnnzania , and t hen i11 ' 79 a:ft cr t hP <:1!"sassinFJtion 
of' c:1vid r ; h"1::o I va f' oppoin ted t heir observer at t '10 T~ :tnd _s;l;i.re ctor 
of "'orei n n_....:f--;":'s nnd main t ained t hat po.,it ion t.mtil my resignation 
in Hare 1 o _.... ' 0 2 . ~ 

W'i.ll t 11" book tell MP a lot about t hat s0 t"1at J' c<1n ( ••••••••••• . • ) 

Yes . 

Le t me nsl;: my ques tions 1eco 1~0 as cu.rions as 1: ::un , I t 1ink I 'ven t t o 
continue 1dt h r:!y .frn:nc-..vork - i .nPide - r:oin,.,. F'lY back - ;you ' re born on 
thC' Sbarpcville clay, you remember i t stronGly, people t a lked abo ut it, 
i t ~tru.cl· you - 1vbot r1:i.cl Sharpevill.e 'lean - fHd it mC':m 'AC , did i t 
mcnn somet hin:; t o clo uit'1 tl Je \NC - '~<'(1 t he~~e been t a ll · ns you ,.,ere 
c;ro-..ving up oi' t lJce:<' orcan·i.sations , o "' t'10 PiC , of' t 11e .ANC , o"' t he .Afr
icun:i.c:tc:, of' t he people u'10 troke alva~ •••• 

~ o , no , no , it u~s J n"' t t bere -..v-a_c:: t aJ.k o:f, at t ha t particulnr t ime more 
o:C individuals; Lutuli, !hmdcla , Sobu1~uo, '1ut th~,,, rou lcno,v , abvays 
very, very et""onrl~· - ~ 1"''111 Nondela , To. .bo , or 1• t nli because , you 
kno"t· , be ·va~ "'ro•, t "'"' '!. ~t"l area I Mean , ~-oLl lmo•., , c - h~ "'vac: a l 1vays 
he '"ac:: al-..vays r"'.,..,t;0...,~"'d Loth in t he prP"'c '"'Tid olc:o ju~t , you kno-..· , b;• 
the people in - ;,..., conversnt ions , Ford o .r.- outh , 1:1 1o.t ever . 

So ho'\v rn"' it - b•lt t 1en of cour"'c by t he ti11e you c;o t conscienti~ed 
t he movemen t s ho.c' died d (nvn , t here uos t'10 lull - ,.· at 1vos t ho cx.~:'1lan -

a t j on - t hese ANC peonlc coulcln ' t ce t i t t or;e t ber, t he PAC YH' Poe1o 
l)n t t hen it cl·' <'r't •··o:;.~k, or 1vas i t ,jus t 1-:inc' o:f D "uzz t l,n. t i t 1vaPn 1 t 
rli c:cu::;sed mur' ? 



T: . ISAACS . PAGE 15. 

TT . I. 

J . H' . 

II. I. 

J . F . 

H. I . 

J . 

II . I . 

J.F. 

ii'ell , i t - i t Has - it :vo"' discus.,ed but no t in ~1'1Y analyt ic t erms .- j.t 
F.,c: jus t c ic:cussec' ·n terns of oh , you :Y..nop , t' c p0ople t ried but t l e 
,., ; t •s rere too no1•erf'ul , and t hen a t t· ,., t "J""'rti~t.l.lar t ime t hPrc 1vere, 
Y? 'l 1 ~"'101·' -. ~he~r. \'US a r;rcat C

1 eal o: rP"'; "'t:U1CE' in t he ru:o.] area~ ' 
lil·c PVCn ~n - ~n :-' t al <"lrO und llarr l.n , o.n ' other place... 1-. 1 :e ,~·h..,. t , .. ., c: 
collecl I'abovini r.1can"' , you kno,,• , t 11c red - rr.c place , · ,t 'l.D)'"l.;oy - ond 
Poncloland , you ,~oP, nl--ich is not - not ve:..~}" , very .Lar ""ro :1 '~'~atol , '--ut 
onyl•ny , yon l~o11 , P; t 1 t t'lC movf',Pn t of' people hac' · m1d "forth , Qnd I 
r0menbcr t hat Dt - o. t t w t p"'-rt ic-•llor t in0 quit e a f'eu of' t he so-c"llled 
Co:t o ·,red peopl e :''~"om Yoks ta rl. , t he T't',..,;l"'l;:ei, ·1o an to ~o;ve int o p;eter
martt zbnrg and ~urban , nore for econom;c re:-'""ons, but t ey spoke ., 1"lout 
1vha t un.s ·oin"" on in o'1ctoland becaUf'f', you 1J1mv, t l ey 1-.rerc frorn t he 
nrea t hey - t h0y lme1 intimntely }vha t 11"5 --;oinr; on - t llcy sno1~e <"!bout 
t he ""'N'; ... t one,.. , t l'cy s "lO\:c about people ac t ually, you knov , violently 
re "' ·!"tin"" ,-md, :rou 'nn,._.. , t lwy - t hey spol;:c n.bout people U51in ~ hand mn.cle 
guns :md f'·Lc;htin--; t'1C police , _§O people sno\:c abont i t. 

Uhat year ctid yon GO to lles t crn Ca'"l<"'? 

I uen t t o Ucs t ern Cnpe in 1 68 . 

1n1cn you roo t to Ucc; tp rn Cane yo , t ve told rrte about your b-..rlro-roLmd , 
you 1vantec1 - w·hnt you ~·10nted t o do - w·ith 'hat vieu of t he ] iberation 
movements did yo • come - you 1\'ere a "~it beyond the t 1ey t ried but t he 
1vhi t os 1-mre t oo strong, and as you go t t'1cre >vh~t 1· "nd of v:i.e'i did ·you 
have t01l()rd~ t he NTC , t o1vorrlfl t he PAC, t o1·;o.rds the t;n:i. t y Hovemen t? 

2 
You see , 1-.rhen - you 1rno1v , ~hf)n I go t t o r,...,ten-1 Cope)"[ T·Jas t h"n "'hlP 
to- t n rend 0. f;rcat dC":-tl - t hP"'P "IIT()S a ;rr"t (l(''"l] yf litr>r~ t Pr(' cir
(''11 -,tin.,. i.n t, , "n ~0-rcrounc ,\'1 i c-1' h'OS bannec literature ,~ some - I" O"'P 
o r t ,.,n old0""' 'lC"t;v.; c; tc; 

1 
pnopl E' 1-.rho belon,.,.ed)co.y, t0 tll~"' Tf'"Chf> rc: Lea"'UC 

o-~"- Sout 1 Af'rica, ~PD r.:;A , some o:f t l10 old J-"",f' H~mhe~c: , t ill h...,rl !"orne 
l' t" r:J t nre t hat L;hey di.~ make\ you knoF, av-,.; l 'lble and 1ve 1-.rere ab l e t o 
read - rend t bat .- ; - "": remember ::1lc::o ,., 1.ile still at Wes t r--rn Cape I 
had very , ve1,7y cxten"';VP. d:iscllssion.s 1-.ri t h on old AFC member 1vho used to 
live in - in 1vorcc"ter, you 1mo,., , r 1 i.ch i"' Fay · p in - in the hinter
land~ Tifmnic Ferrnc. - £le subsPqu<'ntly died, which ic 'vhy I - I ' m namine 
him , but •••• 

Did he t ell yon t hat - zo 1 lcrH~'" he 1··as A?. c? J2ecausr> to mos t peopl e i t 
only cam~"' nt,t),-.rhon he Hac: killed a t his ftmcral . 

No , l1e told u~ "lnd, you 1cno1v 1 he - 've knew· 1v'1y hr-- hod r;o~c to >rison , 
and :in - in dic::cu~sionc:: 1vi.t h hir, yon l'"""lOT·r, lJ_O t only did l - d;d he ~"'"ive 
u~ o Jo t of' bac1,.,.,.-roLmd , you know, about t 11C' nwvon'Pn t s , about c onrl.i t ions 
on Rnl I>C'n Islnnd , uhot people did on Tiobbnn Islond , 1vhat - you l<no,.., , 
1vhat the rliscussions w·ArP 1bout, but 1-.rith hi 1 and vnrion!" other indiv-
i dunJ.s, ,.ro '11"'0 n tt emntecl t n - you k.no1·, t o :find 0ut 1vhy t l,e movemen ts 
f'<dled in ' t.;l) , you lmov, nnn , you kno;-.r, one con ~ay c-oni' ' dently t ha t 
t hcy - tJ,~y 'lll a"'reed t hat the reac::ons t hat they - tl f' reason f'or t rP. 
f'--dlnre of t he movemen ts was their in<1hi l.;ty t o - t o .,obiliEe .1as<> .;:'O.:?
ular c:•lpport, nnd t ',cn of' courc::e t '-.P f'-,c-t t 1at t he people 1vere unarmed. 
I t '·dnlr t hat, you. 1 ·no,.,, t lJ.ey reco('T\i.<>ec t l1at. 

So where c1 i. 1 yoll ""0 aft er t ha t - 1-.rhat 1vere yonr t hour;h t t hen - you h~d 
a sense nf' ,.,,.,~.t the fa:il:.1re '"a"' about - whnt d; 1 you thin1

• •~o~ t hP nevt 
s t ep :in t rvin..,. t o develop somct hin t hq t -;v-ouldn 1 t lack popul ::tr c:npport 
and '"ouldn 't lnc1· nn army? 
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Well, 'vr! rococ:ni c: erl then t hat vr> l1nd c.;o t to do t1vo t hi..ncs: - t P one. wo"' 
t o rev··ve rec:i.c:tnncc, nnrl f"o...- t' ,tit lvas n'"'Ce"'snry t o m0b.;l :c:~ ma "'!" 
popular sunport, :>nt also t her'"' ·as ano t her "mport an t r>lcmPnt, and t h::1 t 
lva"' t o "''"' nrn p0ople p~ycho lo -ically f"or con"rontation, becnuse in t'-, 
...,eri od ,.., rt f"-r t he cr'l" 1 ·n of' tl-J e PAC nncl JL·c t lwrc P""JP a crp.., t dP'11 o" 
f'!'"lr 1•rit1 i 1 t he IJ 1 '1C1 Cf) •muni t y , anr f'V~"n t he t h011,...1 t O.f gf' ttin r in
volved .:.. .. 1 olit"c- .,. one-"' 10re just :itk"' .;ted a e;rPa t, yo•1. kno" , raany 
peoPl.P , .end "'"> ,., ~ t >ve ~ ttP 1pt ed t o o Fas t o make people a>"are o-~" 1;1 P. 

:fac t t hat poli t".c 1 <'C tiv'tv 1vas not illeeal, even t hough it >vas 'lCC' 
ompanicd by ..... crcat r'e::1l of' ric::1c, and so in that - in t h::> t sense T 
t hin'r 1\•h<""~t ue - ,.;'at PC t' en had t o do 'n:ts to demons t rate by exampl e 
t ',,t, you 1 nl01v , 1·:e - uc c 1ld not be, yo•:t 1-no,..r , det erred by per"'0n<>l 
r 

0 

col !)r by threr~t s o-r dj "'irl' "'>ti..ons 0 r a endemic career"' or 1-.''lntever tO,~ 
C"}!"e mi.r.;h t be . 

Le t me :fof'US i t morP - I tmrl<'r!" t <>n 1 t l-.e nc"'d to rcvi ve rP"' ic: t ancp and 
I can iMa~inc t he challenc.:c o e- rl0in ° t ha t in the lnt(' ' (""f:l. nnd enrly 
' 70 c::. • • • ••••• •• •••••••••• • • 

l1"""'!) OF S ID'8 Tl/0. 

• • • • '<" •e t i 'l t o t he 'ind o:f core ; ""'ill"' o"" c;cttine involved nne wAn tine 
t o rPvivo r('c:i!" t ance bttt w·hy you ... oved in t 10 direction yo•l did - you. 
, ad contnc t w·it'1 APDTTSA nn(l Tf>,..,chcr"' I cnr;uc - t hose 1verc people who 
Vf'ry >VP-rtly 1.vcre concerned lvi tl t cla~=~ - you had lntPr a movemf>n t in t o 
P.f\C , ..,,.hich wns very rncc nne! colour or · ,..,1 t ed - you p-,ven ' t t old me if 
trerf' 1.vO"' '"''1Y cnrly co·1tact t here , an t ' en I ' m j11s t r•P"iouc: about your 
im::~r,-e o-r t' <" .ICC - t' ey eli c:ru~sed bot h rncc and clacc: , 1)ut you had 
"orrus - ~ ::J."' ti1cre a - ,.,hn t 'rns thR oppPnl at t ha t sta.['"e in t hP 1'1te 
1 o()!" nnrl t 1en movinc.: on to tlle enrly 1 70"' a~ ,ron sr~w vonrse lves rev
ivinP. r£>sis t anc-P , hnvin,. ""tlCcef's 1.;ith t 1"'c DC movement- dirl. yon f'eel 
,.·c ' rc do inc i t, t ,,,., A"•C cnn 1 t, or did you have ony h-,c" experiences wit h 
t he ANC 1·.ras tryinl, to sny t 11is is no cood or ho1.., did you move .;n t he 
di...-ec- t ion t ha t you did Yiz - a - viz - or did you n t nny poin t juf't t llinl;:: 
>vE:' 1 r0 :;oin ° to clo somet"'tinc; new , we ron 1 t ·1eed PAC, ArC or anyt hing 
elc:o ? 

No , let me sny rj.cbt from - ri.r.;ht :from t he out !"Pt >..-e - >..rc , you kno1..r , 
did not - we clid not sec ourselves ns nsurpin t ' P role o·f t lle ANC or 
t he PAC , nnd in .rac t l'C "'D.1-.' ourse l ves as '-co )in"" , you knou - keepine -
keepinc; .f:ircs alive , a"' i t 1ver"" , 1vhile tl PY 1vcr o 1t side , and even at 
t l n t pa.rticnlnr t:ime, you kno•v , 1vhile 'vc 1.··crc in t ,_,, country ~e all 
had t '1e iden t hat the A .... Tc and t l n PAC' r 1"(" makin ' ... teparations out side 
to r"" t urn - t l at >vas t'1e - t 'J.,e i >resc:; o, 1.·;e hnd. - ;ht 1·m.s an imprec:c: ion 
t h'l t >ve l ,r• :a:ipnd no t only -~"ro , y.,, 1rnou, t 1e c:;ympat'lisers of' to t ,. 
1 ovcnen t ~ in - -inc:idc t w co .. mtry, ~ 11 t i.t >vns alc:o i'n impr0~sion t h'l t 
lVDS conveye l l) r t •,,.. mcdj '1 t 1,nt 1vell, YOL' lmrnv, the ANC and t he PAC are 
l:>n"'y trn.in:i.nt - t "'"nj.nin(' """"'~edo 1 .c-j c 1tcrf' c _Qnrl of" course t herf" were 
t 'l-)c o 1, , you 1 'tlo•·, polit · col t ri "lS., :for: inst::1nce , which also conveyed 
t hif' · jression , a.nd t hen t (i - , ,,.., , • 68 \l'1ere(?) thP ;oint ANC- Z,\""TT 
milit nr.f opernt ions in nhodef'in of cour ... ,., , lvhic l .... ,....._in -rein:forcprl t ' io:; 
impre-.sion t bat '\·:P11, a t lea~t rlecopi t c t b0 :fa.ct t 11at t ,cy >vere not .-, ~c 
~ent on tl,c grounr' · n t he coun t ry o t t l,;"' ~,.,~ticular t ime , t hey Pere> 
making prr-'parnt ions, t hE'y wnuld be rr.>t urn-:n ~ . 
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W'i thin t "' C moler.10n t discuss ions at a ri vote~ love},, pnrticulorly in 
the early ' 70s, di< centre ~o md t hA q'l.Ost ' on,a ,.•ell, O. K ., o:ft er mnsc: 
.,ol>il ieGtion1 1-.rl ot t'~en , _2ut 'l t t','Lt po.rticnlnr t·'I'lc tbe coneenc:uc: wac: 
t,.1 'lt •vc c::hould not do onyt l1in-"" t o encl::lnG"<'r t he contj.nued f'-vic: t (>nce o:f 
tbe nove:1en tc:: br-lCOLlse '"" - of t hf> DC movco.ent , bccouse 1vc "Plt t, .,..t ,,-e 
had not coMpleted t 1e t ask of' mpec: mobi] isotion, and any t all of' '"'r:ned 
strur;gl <' ·ould invite, you lrno,v , re t ri )Ution t hat 'tvould set b'lcl~ 'tvhat
ever m0' i 1 '.sation 1ve had done . 

Some individuals areued that ,.-ell, "'L''"""i ('i Ant "Or~ hod been done , nO'\v 
students had to move beyond rhe t oric an 1 t ... ll·:i.nc - t l)"Y had to lAave 
the count ry, co and taJ~o up militar'\ troini.n ~ and rr t uTI'l t o f'4['"l-J t, but 
t hen it 1vns le:ft t o th~ individualc: t o ta1-:e such, yoq lrno>·: , CIAci !=ione, 
rathnr than t he orcnnic:ation - yol, kno1..r, SASO or any o-r t he o t hPr or
gnni~'ltions that emerecd - havine mode SPC~ r"'c~c:ions . 

Ann ''1-tnt nbout t 1..,,., 1- ; 'lr'l of' "1ercP ~tion:;; you hnd of the clif':ferent; orean
if'<'~t4ons -you' re act'P ~ ac: if it w·as quite vol e-free - had yo 1 • • •• 

ro , ~ - I do not think t hat i t w'ls - it was value -f'rep within - vi t~in 

t he coun t ry at t bnt part icular ti and evrn -~"rom r'li~clH'c:ionc: ,.•i t h "'O •• e 
o'"' t he A'rc person"', t hT. ercept ion we had of the A?''C Iva~ of c:t;ronrr 
'tvhi t P involvement, and cvPn tho u-""h it; 1-.re c a -it 'tverP gn .Af'ric.,n or-
rani c::~ti nn, t;hern '\'lnS 'vhi ce leader~hip Utl you 1aioF, hf>hind t;he scenes 
in-&'luence ~'lr out; of. ·ro ')Ort;i o.., t; O t;hc c:mall number of' ·w·hi t;es 1\'ho ,.,ere 
actually involved in - in tl-,P s t rnrrele . 

1f11e rP 1vere you (;C' t;t;in"' t; "lq t; - ,.,ere you jnst rC'arlin ~it; in book.:: t;hat; 
'\vere like t;extbool:~ or '1·/Cre people ar('"uin ..... ellis Ca"'e? 

People 1vcre ar""uin~ - areuinrr t;he ce~ !=e. 

Do yon t"linJ~ ~ubc::eq cnt; - no1v do you t;l"~inlr it; was areucc1 L'"lctunlly -
do yon t;l"~in}r i t; 'tvO.S areued in an nn t; i-'t·r'>ite r<ty t hat diS ~J Or1,Cd i 1, - do 
you t;hin1r it uas - ho'tv clo you !': ee it; no'\·1 - ho1v do you s eo 'lvhnt you '\·ere 
pickinG up and beJ.ievj.nr- t,en? 

If ell, I - I thinl~ i t 1m f' - I t;hinlr it; 1vns exn r;c·er"l ted, th_ere 1 s no doub t 
about that- I ' d be ,;hA -f'irc: t t o nclmjt that;, and 'tvC' 1vere - ,.,e 1vere pro
bably susceptible to t 1 '"' t 'JecallS , yoll l,:no,.,, the movements '"er<' t he'11-
selvec: not presen t ;l t~e count; ry, ann C'Vf>..,, vo11 ]~no,.,, the - :the for 1er 
members ::m<;l sympnt hiserc:: ,.,P,...e not rP"l] 1-.r :fo11i 1 iar ,_,i t; h 1·rhat ,,.,., ""oin"" 
on outsid0 - you 1~no1..r, ·one or t; 'tvo indivicqals •..rho 1vere arre~ ted nf'te r 
their return to the coun t; ry and 'tvho ~ervcd pr-i.~on t er.ns and t l-,en were 
releo~ed wPre "1robnbly them~elves coloured by 1~1o.t ever problem!= t hey 
hod l1ad 'tvit1 j_n t l1cir, you kno,,r - t he o1~rrnnisntion •••• 

You mean ~TC people? 

.Arc people . 

So t his 1..ras cx- ANC people sayin.n; they ' re t oo mony "\vhi t es in it;? 

1'lell, there Here c: or.1c cx- '\"\l'C members 1vho f'O id thf!t, ves . 

But also PAC people. 

JTo1v do yon t'1inl< it 'tvos t b~ t yon were suscr...,t ible , ns t he lvord you nc::cd -
I 'll never :forcct t le :firc: t ti me I had been in South A:fricn :for a f'eF 
months oncl c;-·wtf> bncl and yo ll hf>ard people s out inc; r,nclela - tha t start
ed already lon"" aco - t hen you heard people s 1outin r- Tn 1bo . 
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Put t he :fi.rs t tj me I 1en.rd like youne; .,...0,lJy b Jac1- m:i.l 'tant 1dil~ c:hout
inn· ~lovo I kind o:f did a <.loub l e - t akn h"' C '"~'1SC jt j·1st seemec1 i.n a sense 
c:o inconcrtlous, an t it t.;oul d be OliV"""' Tam.,o, Joe Slovo , toyi- toyi 
1 'n cl of' t h in ,.,. - tb~t t c: n Plr, l p rlif'.feren t c""'rn:cl :from your; y ... - no body 
1\'0 ..<.ld haV" r;o tten t n t'1 ~";ret - an)'\·''lerf' ,.; t h Slovo , rie;lot? 

I t hinl._ t ha t t he si t uat in11 no"\v o"" r o 1rc:c i e - 4 s total~y differen t, ,,<.1 
I t hin c t hn t - I t hin1

;:: t ""'l"t 'll~o ".-" nn one lo0,-~ a t t 1le) - yon 1cnow·, tl • 
p ol i t i cal climat e in ·rhir1

' tve operat r>d and t he poli. t ic:-tJ. c l imat e in 
1d1icl1 p<>ople s<.tbsequen t ly onnrat ed, t hcrr> ;"' a sic;ni -Lc~t di:f:ference , 
a n d I t hink the cii'l'erenco is t ha t up t o ' 7':, ' 75 t ho cont act and co 11ll

un ica. t ion vi th development !" in t he rc -;ion ,.,ern vr>ry, very J i .,i ted 
1 

, n d 
:you lmou , .l\ TC and PAC tvcre t o us, wovemc11t c:; in TC111Zn.ni"'~, '7.Ll1'1b in, ric-ht -
there '\vas never ro<tlly nny - nny ~en so of' "'lro.xi 'lity, - ; t 1vas not like, 
:for :i.ns t nnce , t l1c c-enern t ion S<;ly , of' Soyet o t hat 1·:as a',le t o , you I·nou, 
j ns t r:o across i·1to, yo L1 knot-: , Dot stvona and j_n t he mall (?) j U!: t mee t 
wi t h (Ln•l.C1l) you l;:nolv , a '"ide rane;e o:f Arr- ">~"',..."Onor;es. or t.;hatever t he 
case mif,'l' t be - you kn OF, t ha t ' c: one - t,..,., t ' "' one rca.., on .for . 

And I t hink also from ::-~bout 1 74 on'\.rard nne, I - I tvo~lcl act ually tine i t 
arountl - arouncl cP">t emb,...,.. , ' 711 aft er t J-.e nr0- --,~c i.mo r:"llies in t h, t 
part · cnlar time , there bu{San t o be a f'loocl r')" - of' ANC literat• :r'f> i.nto 
t he C0 1n t ry , nnr'l = ""eme1'E'"" i n part icular i 11 - in rn t nl, Piet erm.,ri tz
burr: , D;.trban , t'1ere uac:: a c;reat deal o:f Af·c literature freely nvai l 
ah lf' - neoplc be,;ru.1 t o ~peak :far more o 1"'1ly about A ·c , you kno1v , in 
pn ,.,t ; CLll .. ~ , nnc1 =::: t hink t hat oround t ' '"~t t·i·nc also there bcr,an t o be 
a - a rr>vi.v'll o'? t he GACP • you kno\·' , <tnc! I knolv :"bout that .for ~ "' - £or 
a :fact , so I t 1 lin';:: tbnt t ha t e.xpl ·d_ f" t o so::1e exten t t he reason ~"o"" 
t ho - you I·no1v , t'"' - t ho 'JOp11laric:at ion , as it '\vera , o.L t he ANC , t he 
SACP in -: you lolot· , in SL1bSe').uen t yc[lrs . 

)3ut t 1en I - I (, o not t llink t ba t t l,a t is "S import;:mt ..,., t he fac t t ha t 
t lc ANC 11•o.s q_,bl'"')'"~"t f'r t 1}8t t imc, t o cc: t ai"J.i e ll lines of cn'1mun:..cat ion 
t o in:filtrote , you 1mov, me and mat eria l i11to t 1e cot-ntry , and thi~ 
"'l!'; because o:f t' e - t•cll , some o.f t H~ cC'b .... t es t hat took place amongc: t 
t he ANC people t he.mselves abroad, t h2t t• e organisn t ion hac concentrat<>d 
t oo mucll on international solidarj. t y a t t hr- cxpensP o.f creating- stru
c t ures inside t vc count ry , and t hey bcc;an t o) - t hey be ;an t o (address 
t hat ~') 1 ,lcm , and I t ink i t 1-:nc: f' cili t a t eel by the noli t ical c1 Pve 1 op
ment:=> ,:., the reo-ion o , you knoP , t ,ere ' s been o Qon.fl epr.e of' f"'lctors 
t hn.t have resul t ed in, you kno,,· , t he resur,....unce o:f - of' t he .A!~C . 

"'i ,...., t , 'lll of F''ich is acadf> 'li c 1 e caus,., in ' 7h yoll l "' ft ancl 1y ' 78 t hr> 
..,AC 1 ,.,(! realJ.;· ( •••••••• ) recru · t 0, - you tell j t n"' :i.:f they sav so c 
one t h<":, .,..,..ally 1·'2n t cd t o c t in t hr.ir ronks and you l.rerc kind of' dr"lf't
od jnt o ·Lt and yoll. ucrl" ( • •••• •• ••• • ) 

I don ' t think it 1ms only me - t he DC movenep t in "' 
PAC ~"o ~ - no1..r t o cive you iw: t one n.nunJ}~E(. ,f'l:!llen I 
rcprcsC'n t a t ive o:f tbe PAC , t!kht·anazi. , in Gu~zilnnd, 
inc; ror Coca Cola , I ••• • 

sense revive~ tl~ 

1c t t' c do " "'c t o 
1·hcre he tl"a9 york-

Jo£' ',_, "\van:"z; - 1-.e ' c: nol·' t l e admini~tratj.vr:- SCC""~"tnry - I ac::ked hi" , 
-ro"" in.-tance, abou t - about t he PAC and u ' 1y F<:l"' i t t hat t ho pAC '''aS 
no t ac t ively involved in t he c otmtry; - t 1 1P.re ~rerc a :fc"\·' former PAC mem
bers anrl sympat hisers , and t hen pe arc 'CO that 1·mll, t l10 ~c t.rClc: busy 
makinc; pre,r>nrat ions , th~"y 1vere bnsy trD i.·1 i.ne people "1 • l L t ~ri 1 y - I t hen 
as1cec1 him i·re ll, o.: . , I rlon ' t wan t any o-"' t he de t ails bt....t '"h~t is - 1d1at 
is t he ,.,.,timn.ted si "";" o:f t he PAC armed 1d.nr;?' 
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c t11on told me : Oh , ~.rr- 110Ve about ? , 000 men in traip inr,- rie;ht 
no1v. - and T - I 1-:a~ imm"'dj""tE=>ly sceptical - I aaid tell , I do not 
beJ ieve t '1at nn:r mov"mPn t ~ro •ld 1avc thnt lnr'~e n"ID1)f'r of people , yon 
know· , just lyin--; idly in any camp. - but T ·~"nn:Lnc.ly believed tha t have 
a si:-:eabJ.c nLu:tbcr of' people ei.th .,... in 1.1j 1-i t'1.ry traininG or people 11ho 
had "1 ready com.!?leted milit ary t r"'linin.:; b•lt ,.,ere uai tin go .ror t ho o pp
ort m,-ity t o re t urn . 

Thic: -:·as in about December, ' 7lt, Jan 1 ry, ' 7~, you •rno1·- you fJJ. '1ave 
t o b0or in 1 in· I •:as only in S"\va~ilnnd '"'0~ ... ,..·x "\vl"f'1 cc: - Q.n t he o t l'er 
·,nr1 1: also met varioLs ANC peopl e , ,...11 of Phom also m::~dc r-.xoe;eera t ed 
c],.;.-.,~ obout 1-:hot t•1ny Fore doinr,- in t bn coun t ry, "\vl,ere ·or jns t ance , 
t 11ey 1.-:crc claii'1in-; t hat I mean t hincc: o·r 1.v'1i ell I 1.·m ~ mvare , for in
stance , 1.vere not t hE' 1·10rl· of' t llo Al.'\I'C tl•at they 1vere cla.imine credit 
for - but then nl"' o o former .Al C - o for :10r S \SO member Fhom I kne1.·· 
very, very "'·:cll had joined the ranlr~ of' t"'~"' MTC and he 1vas tryint:; to 
cJ.aim t hat uoll, S.\SO "'vns renlty a crcr> t i0n of' t he A""'C • and I said : 
\~'P-11 , look, I - you cnou, le t us - let LS no t onca.cc in thnt kind of' 
dishonesty. 

\ 
Fut then ~hen I Eubccqt,'"'ntly e;o t t o Tunzani::~ at th~" end or ' 75 , you 
l·no"'·' , "'·rhen I came - I ' c.l cor1e back f'ron• -Tmv Zcr-tland, the PAC in Tanz;m·i"' 
at tl o.t time literall;r cnnc:is t ed of' about 22 old men, 10s t of' tl~e., 

quietly involved in :11 ~~ c·1l t ure and poultry fo.rninG,- the ra.nks o~ t hP. -
of' t he PAC ucre ::n-mllc by BC 1 people do 1 l::td f'led aft er the repres8ion 
th~t f'ollo1.ved tho nro-Frclimo rollie,.. in ' 74 nnrl in ' 75 the expulsions 
of s t uden t s n.f 1 ·0Vf'dn1 c o.nd IIco.l:tolvn :i.n t llc Eo.stcn1 Cr-tpc_, so i t 't'lC!S not 
i t Has no t so !:1UC11- it lv;lS no t so uwch, T thin1 ::., th0. :>J.'C - ho"'v C"~n one 
p11 t -it - J tl~inl:: t 1 c PAC t.,...iE"d very hare at that pa.rt-i cnlar till~" to rc
cru-i t D~" '1PO>lc beca•t~e they - trC'"'r ~2·v .;, tl c ; cl('.,c: t',nt Fore heine; 
prop::~~a.tcd by DC:!' people an ideolo · r,_l , ......... inity l·i t h 't'lll.a.t th~"y l·:e.,...P 
thf'InSC 1 VCS sayin r, 1')l1 t t hen lat er on t ,ey ' "o-an to - to a.r("ll<" t ha t t hP 
DC11 lva.s really ~ con tin 1n.tion o t' 0 "t·J'or-::. t lY•t t' r>:r had s t .,rtPcl , 1.;hi ch 
1.vas again bot l hj~ t or:Lcally and , yoll l::.no'v, acadf'11;C<1lly , un- nn t1ne . ::f 

~ p. '2.--
(T,.,n o""\ •••• 1'-ind o:f tul"P j t tlT) n hit ·"""'0r1 ~v·1er0 w·e lc·rt 0rf' but al"'o
~o let 10 .:u~t start l'tore cet tin : speci~.:.c~lly into my area. o" non
r~ci<"~lic:m, ~o I think my ques ti ons ' lJ. be more dirBctly "ocused - I 
thin'" )rou 1 'ncl of' gnve me a ~ense o" llh"rc yo moyerl to nnd evf'!rythin~, 
olt hour;h 1.\·o didn ' t c;nt nl 1 t he Pay into • oT you movN1 ::u.;ny f'ro n t he PAC 
let nC' taJP -it b2ck t o some more s1eci~-ir r;,ucstione ~n also bP~rine; 
in mind thnt .... 1y - t'~-•'lt I 1vill be lool~in"' to quo t'"' ( ?' onc:w·crs t ha t ar" 
concise - i.t doecn ' t hurt t ha t I focuc:: nncl tl en ( •••••••••••••• ) l':Pcp 
ask.inc; ques t ions , bpt "eel f'rl"e t o tal·c of'"' ·if yo 1 t 1~in1 : that you lvrmt 
t o ryprcone somethjn.:; .... , , not e:tphacoic:inn- - c:u1 yon t ell me a hit about 
the v; ~"'tv o t he PAC and A" C durinz- tho BC days from ,,•1en you ,.,..ere at 
U1-TC t 1..,rouc1 uhcn tl~i:nr.;s 1eat cd np in the enrly 1 70" - '·rhen you c;a t 
around a.nd tn ·ed about things ,.,hat did poop e soy, Ph~t did you say, 
-.;.;ha t did Steve Biko sny about the A"'1 C and t' C' PAC, nr ..,id you juc::t not 
diecuc::s them r:mch, did vou discuss t'•em much? 

'Te c;.d diseuse both or""P'Y'l"'"'lt ' onc:: si:v~;J_y- l'lC were - &el\,.;erc 
cri t;_cal of the . •Tc for t ... o ."~ io:r e cr .., las tl'lut t' e or ran-
isation bad been ~n e ·i~tence fnr ~o lon~ J thad ~~·led to E'r~~ct 1ny 
meaninef'ul chanGO in Sol th A.frica - we apprcc · ote, t 11e cli:ff'ic lt · e~ 
under which they opernted, but o 11r mn jor cri ticic;'ll 1.;ac:: that the leader
ship o:f the A!'C ha.d in :fact restrained t 11C' members liP, and throughout 
t 11e 1 ; 9tory of' the A c, as ,.,e intP.rprcted it, t' ~ 1 P"r1ors i r) 'PI"' really 
~fr~i0 ~:r prepnring nr mobilisine th0 Tos~~~ for - .for confron t a t ion 
1.\i t,, t' • c::ystcn· . 

) 
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(For t l i.:; reason, I t ·"nk t ha t amon .~ t very nany o.r t he early activist~ 
1..ri t'1in t he C move ent t here lvas ,rent er synpat lly for the Pli.C , '\vhich 
'\v:i..tl in a short peJ.~iod f its exis t ence had prccipit o t~"' cl a con.fron t a t ion 
whic~ resul t ed in t re> Sharpeville mac: c;a~rp. - t his d · cl not Mean t hat ,.e 
b lind l y sunport ed t l <' T>AC or accept ed very 1nny o:r its basic prP~:i <>Ps.)
-"'or onE=> , '\..rG ,.ere ::nvnrc of t lle block racism o:f t he PAC and t he fac t t ha t 
;n.:;of'nr as t l e PAC 'as conce:!:Tied , :i t rec;nrdf>d :=o -callcc Colourec1 <> , • c:: 

· ans and Hhi t e!3 as "oreie;n minori t icc , r'espi t c r11at ever occac::ional rh
e t oric there mieht be from one or tT..o · ndi v-Lc unl leaders vi t hin t he PAC .. 

"'
1
· e second majo.,.. <"'""'i t ici::-, o.c- t he PAC '\va" t l e "ne t t' ~t · t provoked a 

confront a t ion ,~ t· "Ut c:ur~;c;pn t prepar~t ion , nol~ t' cq l prepara t ion 
havinc; been done , "'o t'1at '"l "tPr t l-te c1E' t Pn t · on of t' c mnjor l eaders h;i.p 
and t '1e proscript ion of t he or 'lTiiPntion ·it in fnc t "e"scd t o ~"'Xist -
!;?ut I t hinl- t ha t t llc mnjor a ttract· on t 1 a t the PAC o..,.-f'ered "' t t he t:i ,.. 
'''a"' t he wJ->olc emphasis o"' b l acJ. lr> derc: 1in in t c liberation etruL ~l e , 
and t 1e second a~pect o" t' e need to~ ~~ blacl-s nc:yc~olo ~·ca lly from 
t ' P "celinGc: o-C' ~nfcrio~ity t ha t wer 4" 'fact a produc t 0..,. t heir dom
inq t ion in Sout h Africa . 

And wi t h (?' t~at a ttrnctjon -f'or you person~ lly,)did you hove an y pro 
b l ems , dic1 ·t - wa~ i t a .fnc t or t o you t J~-> t t her,.. .,.,~ t his line on Col
oureds and In 1 i-mf' • - t here '~qd been 1 i.c:t...,.,...; ca lly ... n ti- Inc i:-~n very overt
l y - did yo ll 'rno~v e1bo u t t 1:-l t - and t berc 'wd been - li1~e S obu'<:,.re had 
t o ~0 t hro1 "' definit ion 0f' res , "ol nureds can he accept ed becausC\ , 
I •• t i t '\vasn ' t " kind o:f - i t was Arr; c-,n and t hen t hey had t c ,,..ve a 
l;nf' nn t he .inorit ies - did you knoiv :Jbout t a t 0""' did i t nt:"l ttPr t o 
~ro 11? 

No , I - I kne-o;v about t l a t, an d }n "<let i\"e di.d <iebat e t h., t very f'X t Pn
sively amones t ou..-.~,..lvos, and in ~.,ct ~t one conJ.ere>n~,.. o:f SASQ 8 t 
Hamm::mc:kraal in 1~"'" t 11e issuP djri c •me u again ve:r; c:tron lv - a 
small section o" t l e c:t•1dent r>c ti.vi c: t popul,., t ion f'rom Unive·,..c;i t y of 
t he ~orth arrued t ho t so-ca lled Colo~redc: and A~inn~ wore not re~lly 
J-, l" C1'" ->nd t' ,... term bl:Jc <: c:houl d be de.fincd narro1·ly t o mean c;o-c'1lled 
~-~"r-i C'1n"', I nt t l.,at arcumen t -.;\•ac: - ¥ra~ rejec t ed nf't er v~ry , ve:r.·, you 
lmo¥, nxt ensive debat e . 

Were t here any part iCLl.lnr fic;nres "tvho nus'1ed t hn t 1 -inc? 

Ironicall -, one of t 1c perc:ons '\vho puched t '1e line, as I recall i t 1vas 
Terror Le1 o t ,.. , u'-.o is t odny >vithjn t he L'DF , b• t I - I do ,.,.ant t o c:<>y , 
t 11oug'1 , t 1 ::1t a t t h" t part icular t ime he Fa<> no t a leading po l; ti C"l1 
qctivist- he hapnened t o have been on0 o,.. t losc expelled f'rom T urfloop 
-~"ollo>dn.~ t he - follo;ring t hA AXPtll s:i.on o f Tiro nnd t hC> sqbsequAnt pro 
t eE t - he 1vas no t only not a leading pol; tic a 1 ac t i v; st hut he w~e ;~] c;o 
not vr.,...,r, VP:r:;,r artj culn t e ,., a political ic' roloaue, ; " ynl '·an t t o t f> "'M 

i t t ,,,., t , "'O I t hin ~ t hn t ; t wac: more .. c .. .... <' f' emo tion and pe rhaps per
son ... l c"< ,..,r· enc""' i.n t'1<"d.,.. oT :n part icular arN'lS ra t 1 er t han any very 
c.,rnfl.lly t '0''0'1t out pol.;t ica l poc:it ion . 

1vas anv or th~"' -.n1lyrj.., of ... H ., viz-a-v:i.z ,AS roo t <fcl in or :j..n ,...l11rncer' 'Y 
a)resp;nsc or( ? ) reject ion of' hit,.. invoJ.vemcnt.- 1va" t he .f,c- t or of' 
the >vhi tes foT' "0 l or or o t hers nn ; qq uc - tl1e .fact t ha t t hr> ""'~C wnc: 
seen to be ,.,O.,..,,{:ine 'd t h ·phi t e e:, the f:::~ct that t he PAC definit ely di -ln ' t, 
did tl1at mean som0t 1inc- t o you guys? 

Yes, t he ,-hole quec:tion of >'lhitP involvenwn t :i" i.n t w c: t ruer;le 1.; r1 
plav "' 'ajar role in our t 1.,in1ri_ng a t t ha t parti C' 11 ar t irnA. - ve hac1 c-o P 

out · o-"' t h~"' Uni vcrsj.ty Chrj "'ti '"'n :Lv1ovemcn t "'.-,rl ' ..: 'c: , as I cxpln:i n ed , ~n l 
our rcjcctio~ n~ ~lite leodAr~hip in the ~trugc;le was not really n rc
jr.>c t ion of ', i.tr> pC'J;'SOns per se bat Morn a r •jec t ion of t h<" n., t ernal
ico t ic attitulc t hat - that I thinl~ 1.,rac: rep~csente<i more by t~f' whi t e 
liber - you kno,.,. , the LibeT'al Part y , t e Procr,..c:si:ve Part~r 'l t t hat t ime 
'"lnd very nony of' t 1e Tvhi te liberal orcanisa.t :Lons t ha t did a ereat deal 
nf' lveli'are and charit y 'vork lvit hin blacl~ communities . 
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Our view at t hat nartic11lar ti me , .... H. t'1at dC'c: 1it e t he ·r cood intentions, 
""llch e:f.fortc:: had t'~--P <"'"~ec t o:f increasinG b l --.c1 dependency , and 1\"e f'0lt 
t "'"''1 t ~ ., a t •vas mo:r"' ' Mpo,rtan t lvac:: £'or blac'~ rH)~"l] e t o beei 1 tn t ake ··e-
s onsibilit y .for) - ~or(thE'\ sol1t ion of t, '~ own problem"'. - .::.n t h:i"' rc
card <>leo 'tve 1'Cre influenced t o n erea t r-vt r-""l t by tho t eac _:.ncs of Pallo 
Freire , u'w in his devclopm0n t of' n t hr.ory o.f: undcr- dcveloryment in Ln 
t in America coined t 1

" t E>rm'nssic:: t cn t ialic:m, Phich he dci'ines ac:: a po l
icy o:f doinG t hin";" "0-r t '1e e:xploi t ed nnd o 1nress eel "'0 t '1a t t he e .xp l o · t
ed and opprecscd a..re t hen denied t he r~c-:ponsibilit:>r o:f solving t heir 
Olm probJ.ems . 

l·!l n {O'l read Fr:iJere 1·:as i t nc:: , '"'~"'r<>on o:f colour in the third Forld 
t 'l'l t you so1v 'd.n or f:PC~'cinr; :f0r? 

1{o , I do no t t •,·.nl· 1vc sm.; him as a person o:f colour in tl e t hird 1-:orlcl 
as muc· as l\'C ~aF l"~im as a t heoric:: t, on "n'lJ.yst, and very many o:f -
very many o-r t hC' arcuments t ha t l-c 1t "o ~·t'l could be <">nplied t o "'O"'le 
of' t 1c problems that 1"0 ,,ere con-"'r()n t "'1 Fitl., at t'1at part icnlar ti ,,... -
f'o~ ins t ance, i1i"' uhnle nrc-umen t t 1 a t ~cople <>hould no t only be t n .. l['"h t 
ho1..; to read Qnd 1-ritc but t ha t t l,<'y "' totld also be taneht t o t hink crit
. call.r and .., .... k thet~c::r-1-.•nc: t he qLlef: t; o'Y1c: 1v"'J 1, •:hy h:::ts i t t :-~lrc-n sn lon, 
"for t l,em t o ser- t'-.n 1; ,..,.,1 t - in o t h"'r ~..-ord"', ; t ,,..,s no t suf'"f; ci_r>nt ,..,Pr ly 
t o t en.c 1 !'lP0 ~lP t' " :tee wni cc of' lit~:>:'Dcy, 'Jtlt 1orf' imp0rt 0ntly to t e.,c, 
t hem t he p0 1 j ti.c"' o:f illi t ,., 1"'acy - in other Ho"""ds , t l"e ac t ive t eacl-]in r 

should a, so b,., nccom'"><lnied by a polit ical '1roces s o ,... heirrht Pninc aware
ness . 

l'li t h Freire hr> - T rlnn 1 t ~-r··m t t o just mn ~e ::my - a V;)lue on Hha t he N::l"' 

savinr: t l.1at jn cnnt "Ct o" , but in Sout b Af'r:ica 1.;:i t h kind of' f!ec:i~ ten t
ialic 1 ~1"reby t~0 n~pr0sscd arc denied t1a..t exncrienco o " c::plf 1-]el'"> , 
o:f bl1ck man you ' re on your own or oppressed per!'on ~<' t it t o ~P thPr 
yourself - did you sec any nc-~"nda f'ron tboEe 11Thite ]-ihcrals, ""'ro., t' oso 
,.,110 l'lere in thei.r helnjn{" t 1at loJac: more in.3idious, t at 1vas ore clP 
c:: t ruc- t · vP as op.!:_)osed t o ' nnocent - 1-;hat - 1vas t her<> any -reeling t1J~ t 
t hese - a"' it mai·1ly Jook , t lle whitr-s llave 1101pe<l us and the U(''f Cfl c 
out c+- 1 <"'alinG w·it h whites , but no'" '"c ' ve eot t o e on o tr 01·n ec.,..u~c 
,.e n~cd t o , or was there a .feelinG t hat t l..,ey ' VC' co t n hidden DGPn n"' t o 
'cccp us do1m, --.nd f'or t hn t reason ac:: ,,ell •:c bave t o rejec t l.;hit e in
volvement - l'o · 'i.d "''0, f'ecl and hO'\iT did others "eel and w·hat were t he 
deba t es about it t hr-r? 

There 1-:crc - t'10re Perc t1.;o - t here 1vere t110 ns_::>r c t f: to t 1 P cle 1'~'1 t <' at 
that particulnr time - t ,JPre were very many o-r U"' 1·•l o .felt t '-l'lt t l ere 
1vcre very mnny sincere u 1 i t es '"110 l'lere concerned about tl•e sit t 1 tion 
and •.;ho r·rnninel r qf"lre 't'lorh.ine :for cl "111 -c in Sottt h A.fr·· en nnd ,..rho , rP 
enrdJesc o" tl..,e '-,i')l.oc;icnl :fnct or t 1 r-i,. 1"/'li. t cncF""' , .;ould adjus t eo-=il:~ 
t o - t o 1 eadc.rshi.) or ,ovcrnnnc" by a 11lac'· majo .... ; t~ - t h:i .. s '\'<Jc:: n~rt
iculnrJ~ t••" cn.Ee amoncst very .,ny o:r t he ~code ·· c a:nr c:: t udent polit
ical ~ct · v;_sts w·i.th P' om 1.··c - 1..;e int~ractc( and 1'11 10m K"' came t o kno,. 
very l1T~"'ll , you kno,,, as - ac: pPrsnns . 

The:.·c "CJ."e ntrcrs, on the n t 1er hand , v:' o did not renJ.ly do 1'1 , t t hey 
dir1 t-o ..... any sinister purpoc:es , but PhOSP. activit ies rr.rp pcrha )f: inn
OCC''1 t 'lnC .i.n many cac:eo .,,,...Ply nnivr- - it ~;--.c ,., case o", I cuppoc::e , a 
,·el.:'n..~" - a 1·cJ."'are coloni--.lism , i...- vo, 1vnnt t o t erm 't t'wt, bccau:::e 
t hey -f'r-1 t t h8 t what t he} ,•ere do in YDS TC<"'ll ' very COOd for - for t ,_,f' 
black 1n.;orit y , one' i.n t hic: re<>pec t I rould .,; 1 '1ly cite one p;:lrtic u l ,r 
example . r 
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1·ould be or"'nni:"at ions of' uhi t c cC'.,t' • ,...., . con 'onc:e,·ive ,.,ho .fr.>lt 

t bat t hey needed t o teach b l ock '"'n ,t 1 Ffr ' c'\... hou"'eu ' vec: '10,., t o bud""c t, 
nnd so '\vhn.t t bey t nuc;ht t hem wa~ t , 1 t t1 0 ;/ sholllc mn1ce c,o on t lle m~ngre 
c:al:r··ies t hey · nd at t,v~ir cli "~ -,oc: 'll , "'o t 1n_t rat 1er t ' nn , for ins t nnce, 
~urchnse eat, vcc;e t ::1blos and o t ,_ er :foo , .... that had t 1e J.'(;'quired nut 
rient s, t hey ""honld mnl~e do wit c: vn t ( t · c f'oodc: - no1·· t 1at I do no t 
t hink 1vas due t o ny sinis t er oti ves on t' ei,r p;"1rt, but '\ve l oo eel 'lt 
it in t 1 E' 1 roader - in t he bron<'le.,.... con t c·(t . - i.t "~ s l'lorc i'llport ,..nt t o 
t cnc1 t' Of"'f' 

1 JOnsewivos t o af'k themselves t 1lt"' 1ues t ion ,-hy did t '1f'y "rn 
t he '0'1 ~c snlari~s that t hey di<'l , or Hl·:· _,~ , t l,cy have t he c:mnll amount 
o..f' rnor"":r :1.t their lispoc::al , in contrnc:t ···i..t' say, ullit e llouse•-:i.vPs or 
,.·hit e f'ami.liec: of simil ar size . 

So I t hink t hat "lve - ,.,e did not categorise, you 1rnoF, nll - all whitec:. 
Pt"' did mnlcc t ho.::: 1~ ' t ds o.r dj '"':fer - you k:no1·: , dis tinct j on-.,, but t hPn 
a t t he s;Jmc t ime ., .. C'n - w'1en .·e lo o'~cd at rv~n thos~ r~rH c'"llf' '\'lhom '\vP 
believed '\·lOuld, ; ro neeessn,~.r , lay do1m t )'n; .... lives in t he libcr::1tion 
s t rn"'"'l<> , a:fte~ t l "ii •).)lit 'c'"'l involvr· ...,.,t uit h u" , <:~~"t er all. t he dis 
cus f' i.on.., t 1::1 t 1·1c '1ad , th~y l'lCn t back tn tlv~:Lr homes, 1\•l"t; rl uerc in 1-rhi t e 
,.,hit Ps only Sllh rr')S ~n(l , regarnlec:~ Of' t 1 '(dr 0'\lrl politie"ll convicti ons , 
were bene:fi.ci:'~-: " ... ,,dcr t he s~r o:::tE> l>dnc: -: t,... t hc'r politic- 'll convictions. 
and , you kno,·· , t 1 o•m 1.;ishe~ . 

So did y o 11 · or1~ ,-ith c:oMc of' t he people \, n Fr>rc 
l\:le 'n schmi 1 t or some o:f t hose- 1roville C.,rt's 

involved, lilce Ilor"' t 
yot men t ioned t hem ••• . 

YE'c:, ITors t- IIor<> t rlci:::1~C111 ' cl t, f'n ill"'tn, en, i\";)S VCJ.~y aet iVP .;., t he 
Chri~ t io.n In s t i t L,te - Jv:o and .1e t er n;Jnd::lll' :for j_ns t nn ce ' '\ver ... .:..n c:t~~.,_ 
men t al :in the i¥holc ,gtn.dy l2roject on Christianity in '"~n apartl eid ~oC'
iE'ty or S ... 1:-o-cas, i'l'lich res t•l t e<'l no t merely in various publicntion!" 
thnt 11cre, I believe , the :fir.::: t, you kno,.,.., ::1.tteP1pts to bec;in to look 
nt nlt~"'rn::l.tives. - Spro-r;as also resul t ed in t ..,<' ""'tablishment of' Ravnn 
Pre::-'", ,.rllich I think hn s done a mac;nif'icen t ,ioh i.n terms of' publ:i.shinc 
matr,....i-,1 c- that at t l,., t 'l::l.rticular t intc ,.,e~~c not 'IO[ltl.lar o:r t hat all t he 
co., ,r,~ci"' 1 pres f' cs r"·" us cd t o handle , ~ nnd I tl tin1: t hat in - in t ha t re
snect '1avQI1 Press anJ t 11e 1vholc Spro-cas '"cr ' s o:f materials ,.,ere very 
im_ OT't ant to tl1e c:ubc:cqucnt politica1 dcvclorvlel;ltS in - in t l10 cotmt ry 
in tbat I t 1 ;_,.,,: t l,ey c:timulated a creat dnnl of' - nf' debate ' dj C!Cll~ sion ' 
on -1 nJ.so I tl-Ji _,,< dcmonst.,...-, t f"'d n commj_tment by "'Orlf' 0""' t h0 ,.r,.,:i t c :)ro 
<"r,.,c:siv~s t o 1.1ovc beyond t heory and rheto:ric t o "1Ct tJ.<:~l - you know, to 
actual r-,cticc> o""' 1vlat- yon lrno,., , i'lhat the){ bo1:it?ved in , 'lnd very 
runny o·: t1 ,... ., '1:"1-: ( 1 vnry , very clP.arly :for t lat-:1- they '\vere banned , some 
lvE'T'(' '15Sassinate-' you 1:nolv, n; c 1 T!.l.rncr amonn-s t t hem - o t l ers '\\"Cre 
f'orcocl in t o exile . 

Di 1 you con""ider and make any dif'f'0r"''1CP - ju.::: t c;ivc me ::1 senc:e - i f 
I ' d been lis t cnine in oil the <"i c:cJS"' · nl'l ;rou '\·rould h::1ve '·erm havinc in 
the corly ' 70s, u1.at 1':1"' t he ~<"clinG o-"- 1et ' "' ,.,..e t specif'ic - a"'Dram 
Fischer nnd n )atrj C1 C Duncan. - did tl~osc parti C'Lll'"~r n-> ~c: mean some 
t hinG to you - eli l yo11 have n ni:ffercnt s~n"e nf ,.,hut tho ~ e t F0 wPre 
"lbo u t and a rli .f'f'orent a c:s cs sment and ~ ccent nnce or nor:-" cc<' 'lt ancE' of' 
t l eir rol~? 

Yes , ,~-c - 1,.. cert ainly did. - very runny o"' ·1~, .ror ins t nnce , i'(;'r"' vr->ry 
clear t '-..-, t there '\•T'1"' ...., - .-, rlj c:tinct rP .-.f'er€'11C' be t ivecn 0 n.,.....-,JTI ,;~i-.,chC'r 
'1nrl n - ::md , "'at :r-: c,. Dt,n C''ln, - Pat r i rl- D•mc.,, , f'or :Lns t anc0 , from t he 
T i bnrn 1 Part , 1·'~.., --tt~ ... c t C'd to t he >H' no t because pe i'lO"' commi tt e(1 t o 
t . c s t r•1;:;r-l<' ~or 1-: · f"\rati on but he ,.,.a."' at t ract ed by t he an t i - communism 
of t 1 1C PAC , 9Jld 10 t 11Cn '"on ·11t t o s t ,....cnr;t ' en t 10t nn t :i- co~ "'mis t ele -

,..n t ;n op JO"'ition to tl1c l~ (' , ,,.,,; cl 11c pr>rccivcr and dnc:cribecl ,~ be 
in r:; co.,"111nis t -in:flncnccd , so t ,,., t ,,; ~ mo t ivn"" f'or involv0mcn t t o t hr:> 
ext<'nt t 11nt ,1e Fa"' involved 1.;ere f'ar cli" "crcn t :from t ho-:c ,.r !"! Ilr"11T' 
Fischer , u1o in a very rr>nl senc:e '"a"' a tr:1itor t o his class in t he -
in the clasE:i.cal ~·nr::·ist s~nse . 
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r·yr, ""i .c:chcr no t only desert ed his c l nsc: anr' his - one' ' i. "' o t' i c eroup , 
;_-"' :ro 1. .:ant t o t erm i t t'1n.t, but h" t,on alf'o 1-:en t V(>-r• ~ much ~urtro r 
in n')an<lonin, a pro ~ossian , a l ii'es t ylo ::md everyt ' :i.nc; ... else t o u:n d er
t '1' ·r t '1e ric:1::" anc' harrlsl' i .,~ of n lifo Lmdc~r,-round, '1'1 1 I thin]~ t ha t ) 
n o t 0nly w·as - uns t b:1 t d i f'" Prence bo t ·hrecn ::' Dram p; ;c1 r nnd a Pat -

,ric1· Dnncnn rococn·; sed but t hPre 1vns olso - t llC?,-'C 1\"r>P 'Jlso a - "' - a 
l e;ren.t do .... l o.r udl1Iirat ion for - "or Dram :b"'·" schcr~ruwncst act ivis t s in 

t he DC movement in t ho earl y 1 "') .. . 

T t hnucllt t horo 1·ns - L didn 1 t know t hat - I thou~'1t t , r "O 1-:a.s o fcr 1.
_ . ., ': t hat t ho communis t s w·· ,~P wbi t ee: 1v'10 1vcr" in C'il t r? t in : t o t alr-e over 
t he movcmrn t nne t 1orc w·a. ., suspicion - I 1va.s surp·'jscd - T t louf""l t "t ' d 
be surprised t o over 1 car t h"l t t here 1-ms '1'1.V :1dmjra.t :i.on - J t llo u,.,.h t -
s ure l y :·ou 1 re not lon.vine; a c:j r1e t l<' i~s::;. t ' '"l.t t '1cre 1vas some lr i.n d of' 
suspicion , an t ipat hy, non - co-operC~ t ·; o-., '10 t ··n n C and anyt hin c t hat 
seemed t o be SACP , or yo , t 0 l l me ~ ' •1 ' on be t 1veG,n th~ t wo . 

Y'~~s of' t:;c! ' 
I - t l,ere 1·as - t 1 ere wns no t an t ipat 1v t ora.rcls t 11e) - t olmJ.~'ls t be (slt.CP 
becaL1"'e i t 1:as ~cor.unun:is t pnT't y - t ho. c-u.spicion nmo11t;c: t very qn y o.f 
t '1c :1C't·i vis t s ·vi t hin t ' c :!"lC ·ovc ncn t :n t he early years Has t ' q t •em
ber!: o·r.' t '1e SACP 1...-crc n tt empt i n g t o ttr~uC' t '1<." objoct ; v~"':= of' t hP s ~rTJ 
th-.:ou~11 t bc A1TC ra t l)cr t 11 an as an l nnP .,~"',rlPnt ~ntity , :'lnd I t hin k t "~-,,_t 
t hi f' "t·Ja.c: - t ' ; "' 1v:::t"' ~cin-rorccd bJ-; n "'col in ~ t 'l..., t ver:r r-1"ny of' uc: lflc'l 
'1 t t h<t t pa-rt -; C' 'lar titnA , t llat rat her t har t..: ~·,, d in 1 950 , t he SACP 
s' o· l ei lave t a.l on t'1c ri"'1

""' of cont in · cr r "i "'t r>nc"' n "' an nder~round 
movei!len t, j s t a.!:' commu.n..: c: t ')c:~rt ics hod c:~if"ted under equally repre c: "' 
ive conc.'i. t ;ons of' ~uscis 1 in c:ny , Port ueal :-me Spain. 

Now- t hat - t 1,!"'l t v-i or mi~ht have been - ·· t '~i..,.ht l.ave been erroneo us , i t 
; ·ht have - ; t m-L ·' t no t '1ave been bo " Prl on :1ny nccu-r..., t r nna J y.,is o-~" 

t h0 cone-rot c condit ion .... t hat member.. o·" t ' "' SACP :raced in 1 9 50 , but 
t '1en i t 1vns - i t 1va.s t '10 vie•-.r t hn t - i t 1va.s " v;f>~v t 1at Fas 10J.d 1vit hin 
c: ec t j ons o.L the ,.,C movement, an 1 T t ldn c t a.t t o - t o f'ome ext en t t h i s 
vie1.; 1vnc: r.ein:forccd by t he - b) t 1 P ahscnce o-"' , _."ot ' :no•·, l(;,iiscussionc: 
,.,it '1 say , 1.1C'mbcrs o" t ' ,... ~ACP or - >r tllc ~ .. C a t tl ..., t •~rticul, r t i..mcJ 
if' .for in., t a.nce , con l 't ionc: pcr:1 'ttod n .L'r"'e discnf"c:ion o:f "'llC1 1 - -=uch 
issue~ t 1 '0Y conld '1avn been cl:'l,~;-r;P.(I . 

But ~till it - <'11 t 1is prec:u._pposes - 1v11en you ' re S<'yin.:; t ho SACP should 
1 ove •·or'~ccl on ..;_t s oun , t l1ore Has a ""'£1; 0ct ion by t ',c BC o:f t he commt ni"' t 
t eory nnd o:f t 10 SACP , ; "' t i1at rie' t? 

No , t here 1vas no t a. rc,jcc t ion o:f coml!Lmisn or 0" " co~tmis t t heory -
t here 11;pq a crit icism o:f t ,c part j cul::'·~ •r'"'lc t.; rf> of' t he S.l1CP in Sout l., 
A:fricn. , nnd l il· e I said , i t 1·:0~ a cri t.; r-i r"'1 o_,._ F~n t 1vas perceived t o 
be t ' c a tt ("\mpt by t hr SACT' t o pursue i t .. o!Jject ive"' throu~h t he }'rr , 
but T 1 n no t t ltin'" t '1at t here l·'nf' , rcjC'c t ion of communism o"' '"' reject
ion of' "~OCialism - n. discussion o f' - n c ··.sc ·tssion of t n0 t hco ri<'s of 
<'0'1mW1i"m and ocial.i~m ·.;as made Ji!'.fice l t by t h0 conrH t in'1!" un ier yhi r 
HP operat ed: - t hor-o 1;as t ho Suppre~sion o~ Communism ... ~ct , ·")T' jns t oncc , 
t hat 1ve const nP t l:r 11ad t o - had t o soT't nl' "'1::irt. 

I t is _,._or t his rO<'SOn t hat dif'cuc::sion~ a.boL1t :1n aJ. t crnn t ive socio-
1 

pcono'.l-i c ...... c: t o'"1 1·orc :1 h\·ays co 1ched in s ~c·1 vnc-ue t or:.ns as commun'"1 1 ; "'"1. 
T t nink t he-re 1-ms an m·a.rcnec:s o.f t he n~cd "'or an a,lt crna.t ivc sys t c.-.. , 
but t '10ro 1·.rn.s n fear , ; r .-ou 1··nn t t o t er:~ i t t ,... t, o:f spelline out i n 
prccic:c t P-rm"' "hat exoctly \'las mean t £or " car t 1,"' t t l a t •·ou d be "'eizc<l 
upon ')y t 1 e covcrnmcn t t 'l nit hf>r b:'ln i n '1 .:v'dtt:1l ... 0 ' ...,t')rn import an t ly , 
t o prosr ... ; '"~c t hP 0" ;::-ni "" a t ions , pr>cnus ,.. t n"l. t 1vO."" ,.,-hat t 1,P covcrnmen t a t 
t h., t po-rt · cnlar t ·: 'c conr.: t :1n t1 y (?rct:cd, t hat t he 11C movement 1va.s merely 
o ~-ron t "'or one or ot 1cr o·,... t he bannnd orcnnic:;n t ions J_> 
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c"o you - rC' r e t hnre - do y o u t hi.n 1
r t he .,.., · ··e r e d if':ferent tendencies 

i n t l.,0 DC movenent 1· 1er" "'Orne peo p l e 1 ·e:;.~ ,... more l ean in n; t o1··ardc: a "'o c
inli ... t or e v en t' trt'1er t o a c ommuni c:.t ::md o t hers 1.;ere n o t, or do yon 
t J1i n 1 t hat c-en<'""-.1.1~· ynu coul d r eally sa-:· t l a t BC 1·m.~ "' Oc i alic:t in its 
u l ti~C~ ,_t e r i.re cti o·., b ,t .ju:=:t 1vas t r.yi nt; pro.,,;mat ic<1lly t o no t b e b anned 
i n .1ov:i.nc t l1e r e ? 

Jo , t hcrr 1\'ere - t ere were df> r-in i t e l y d i."'-rcrent t endencies , nnd I t hin c 
t h at as in an~· ra..,.., .. mover'lent, t here a r "' bo -::1d t o be v a r ious t endnncie c: , 
~'I" , .... t l1inl:: t'1at if' 011" 1v"flrn to ncc uro. t c J ~r r1(\scribe t he rnnce o:f tE'n d 
E'nci C'S t hat e x is t ed ui t hin t he DC tnovem~"n t, th~"y 1:0 u l d have r "n["<'d -rrom 
trih <"'!lism t hro ur.;'1. bl~ cl · ""a c i s m, t h r o ueh , Y" 11 :.now·, ')T'O-C"tpi t o l ism to 
~ oci·d :i.sm ,) j n s t as n i t hin, yo u k no1-.r , t he earLi er po liti c .,]. orr.;nniR CJ t:lonc
t ,P . .'li.TC ' t ile PAC ' t he "''"' - y o u l:n01v ' t 1C:t'e W"r~ c: imil ar ran ee "' of po l -
·i ti.c a l t enden cies . 

Do yo t 1in r t hat •••••••••••••••• 

Do yl)u t 1·"nJ" t hern 1 ~ any trut b t o tl~at - cl0 yo t Pel t wt a~ t he o r o-an
jc:., t" on moved ~nd SAS0 a"' opposAd t o moybC' ,PC , tho t ther~ wn s a t Pnd
E'n c-:· t o1oro.r·ls t he C<"'T.' y t n mid 1 7 c: :1nd r'lov · ,, ,..,. t m·ror.ds t he l a t e r ' 70 F 

lm t il t hC' bonni.,es to be more ~o c i,list and morE' t h:"l t t h., t r>ndE·n c v o f' 
!"oc;nl·:..,m , t 111'! tPndcncy of' left ~n..,Jyci-= T'IO."' on t 1"' ~"c '1dency or rl -: c 
you not see thnt kind of "'hit't ••.• 

Oh , no , there' c,.... rt a "11ly ,·ac: - t hE?:r.e vac::: ,., '1 a i t a t ive c'!C'vclop!:l.en t in 
black poli.tic, l ronc:c "ou"'ncs ~lJd nJso in idnoJoe;ica l cl.,rit y wit hin 
SASr in nart icula-r - I thi nk~ t 1at by t~e n ' d ' 70a t 1ny ~rean t o very 
ClP'1 T'] r ""ee t11 e connC'c t io :1 bet \vf'CTI - bc b vecn T''1 Cr> :-.nd cla~S exploit n t:'l 
if)T' J C:f) t J- t C:()ffiC Of t Je ana ]. r!"PC: t h8 t c1CVClorr>r'1 " T"01'1 "'bOqt 1975 beeaty 
t o - t o dp.r ; 1P in :fnr mo.,...,.., prr>c' C: (' t erms t H' rPlr> t. nnc:l ; be t ween car
i t alism ::lC: t 0 prevailin ..... ccono i c syc: t nm ·· n Sont l ~ .r-ri cn and t he ex
ploit ation t o F 11-i r, t he mass of people ,.,.re subject ed . 

And ~t thf' sarl"' t · me I t hink t hpr('\ alc:o 1-..c an t o bE' .,}far r;r r>a t r> r <nwre 
nesc 1-.ri t hin t e DC 'llovemcn t, b1t >art" cqlorly1'1it lin t he rankc: o*" t r.e 
s t uden t movemen t, tll::~.t fnr r.r e<J t er E'!rnph:--c:·· s had t o be pl:::~ced on t he 
role o.f 1'/0 r kf!rS in t1 ('! libE' r "' ti on s t rll,..,. "1 - t his 1'/QS - t llis wo e: PX-
prcssed more in - in t erns o f' t he r 1e t or.; c , but I t h ; n 1c t hn t t he ef'f'
ort c: to t 1en !''love beyo 1cl tl~c r' E" t or.ic w .,... r- ' ~ strnne by t he 'fac t t 1at 
SASO w,a ec:c:en t inl y a At uden t ore~nic::nt i.on , nn~ ~ SO nne BPC were prP 
dominnnt ly urban intellectllal movemeptc: u· ose ::i 1 -~' l 'Cnce., t wn,.11, 1•as fair
ly cxtenc:ive tl1ron,.ll yon mo1-.r, t he "c1enc: t -.,_a t ·er :>r T)aea t ed and t he 
vie'\·TS t ha t •-.rere cxnrE>ssQd ~:md -.rl,i c h 1-.rf:'ire t '1en sort of nop:.Jlari c: cd in 
blo.ck polit icnl cul t nre . 

In t hP k "• , of more cl:1r · r· cat ion t l ,., t b0n-nn t o Pvolvc o.f polit i C"ll 
vic-;·:s an0 · n t lw kind o.f t'cadine;s -r ' -· c;tory t hat were ~ossiblP ,:i v<'n 
t he cons t rn.~l t s was t~Prf PVPr P~ vre Fncc "t'ic crit iaue of t le • C 
and t lw PAC on t he issu"' 4" expl ·c .; t soc · :1l " :=: t doct :r."'~"'P - I 1 m thin1~ i ,.., 
of t hfl "'CArnine t hat t l,.., ' · "'t o r i c .-. 1 ;U"' t '!')"tt"' n t l1e I AC into perspective 
hi~ tor · ,.,-. t1 y :>n d t w t .-:ta t ement t,.,.., t c: c0· F t o bC' born A o.J t by f"lc t o -r 
t 'e P~"' l " earl y roundine ::m d t he USTS connc~t ion and t hn t kind o r t hin: 
d.:..d t 'at come out a t t h< t i'Ie - '-.rns t lC're :1 s0nc t 11at t hn t wasn 1 t t ru.e 
or t hat t 1 a t ua::; ir. "E' l ev,.,n t or was t ' o t no t kno .....,? 
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'rts on o1·arcness of' t w c:lller;nt·: on o"' er · con Lnvolve <>nt ··n t :Pe 
.for a t ·· on of t l e PAC , but i t ,.;n ~ rejE'c t c:>d n " o c: f'n ~. nd I think t here 
'\vas - t C' ~c 1rof' an aP~rencss of t hC' ~in(ls or, you ' .. no,IT, c ar E'f' rmd 
COlU}t r - c' ar cc: t'1a t FP.rP levelled by t P d · '""'crcnt or ,a 1isationc: -
anc1~vcn t Ol.Cll t 'C're ·v"S on nwor<"nec::s t l1rs t Iebn llo , for ino::tance, one 
of t C' -rot nc ers o t he PAC , 1110~ empJ.nycc' hy t e US :inf'ormR t .i.on S<'rvicc, 
t l1 c a tt · t le t ro t - t hf' a tt ·t ude t hn t rPvnilf' n t thnt t ime 1·ns t ha t 
t o b · m ·t ~ "' :;:>ro )Obl~r 3 meanc: of livPlil-Joor1,- i t 1·as a job - r"' t hE'r 
t han 1r : w"'·ine b0en C'11ployf'rl ac:: - p"' an ;> ,cnt or ,., '"~ t rer. t f case 
mieht be , so I do not t h·· nk t ha t - I d '1'10t thin1· t' ,-, t rtuc ,.... ~P , en co 
1m~ a ttnched to t he a lJ c-c;a t ions a t t l,e ti r- t hn t t h" \C '\IT<I~ C'"~"' :-1 ted 
by , you 'mo·....-, t he Am('ricr-m c:: to count"r ·v ~ t ,,me:: perceived t o he Sovie t 
:inflllcnc€' i.n tJ~e N C . 

I t •in1
· t', t t he h "s t ory of' t he o ·r;rn··sntion and t 11oSP, -in is of ideo 

l ot; · c~ l s t .... L. , "lee:: t lla t vere t akin rr 1 ~ en ·• · t'rin t l,o .AYC .(' ,~om ac: far 
bnck as t he ' _50c:: jus t - you kno,., , ju"' t lif"provC'd t ha t al ln a t Lon . 

:t-inybl? I should juc::t move on T t t al' inc .-.1-)out ..,11 t hese deb ... t f' yon 
ul t imo t e1y left, yot, Fen t t o ~ealand , yo11 - t nke me t o t hP t i "le ,..,.l,C'n 
YOU 1·ere dec .dine l'lhE're t o 0 ras t Jlnrc L1 ~pn r: e 1•hen you \ven t O..lt t hat 
you a~ ~n import an t lender '"o 1 1 h- ve n l'·:nd o " rcc::ponsibilit y to seE' 
'"here to ' - '"d ~eonlc 1a<l o Qenc::e of' n conc:enc::us t hn t BC c::hould be 
n t hird :fO .... C'~" and t " a t 1 "'C and PAC h~d f .... ilPd and t ha t yon c:l ould move 
c:ome,·hcT' t o nc:tablisl n EC IDOVE' Prt t - l.ad .rorl f'c lt no, t here are t hec::e 
t ,.,ro ore;,ni c:'ltionc:, one o:f t hem i 11 "'"' t Ol'r su.pport and 1·•e ' 1.1 rcjuvPnote 
i t - ant t hen o:f course ·n l cavin , ' 71~, ' 75 , t 1en ' 76 11"ppen ed and per
hops that C1 lan:-""Cd t h · nc;"' - ,ju~t t e ll me · f yo•t cnn give your !JCISe<>c:ment 
of h011 yon 10VC'cl f'ron nn i '-:>ortant TIC "'-i ~ure inc:ide t l c co•ntry in r7h 
t o joinine; t ile P.I\C or almos t bf' in rr clr.,·"t e(' int o t l 0 "C ccn tr1 l C0"1ln
ittce, os you c;;plaincd , l?·tt not re:"c tin ,..,. tllnt - "'rC'PDtine t 11nt - 1 o'• 
• ha t Pac:: yonT' "OVArncn t - b 1t PC"''USE_ T c1on ' t '"an t t 'l "Cc j t too "'lC1 

i.ndi.vi9ua1ic t; c-,lly you can rr. l.,te t a t t o t he DC mov0men t . 
0 0 '(' ? 

No , certainly a t - a.t t ha t part · culnr t ; ~,.. t llf're ,.,rPre - t l,ere NPrP t ,•o 
school!" of t hoqrrh t 1·'it hin t 11e DC movencn t . ns ~ ylJOJ.e - t hn nne c::c .,oo l 
of t hou ,bt ar£:'1(>r <>tronely - s t ronrrly in favoctr of ec:tablishinr t 11f> nc 
movement ac:: n thi~-' "orcc.- ~hnt <>chool of' tl'lOll~ht .... rrued t w t t 'he Arc 
nnd tl.,..., PAC 1 nc1 " .,.;lee :md t ha t noth · n ~ fn.,..t 11£'·~ co J.d 'Je e~:pect ed of 
t hcr.1, and t hat t ' c I'J1 v men t hnd ec: t :lblis'f'd i t c::£'1 q a viablr> nn-
t · t y -.;·i t '1in t "' "O .. !.l' tr."' and t hat prE' 1ar ... t; o-n"' coho' 1 d no\·1 be made to 
t ake t he strL,rrelc onn '" t a >c L r t 10r <'nc t •,..., t t he movomcn t s )on l rl 
hE'c;in t o r-s t n') l isl•..., mil.··t~ry,inc;. - t•, ... t .. nc:: t 'Pt> one schonl f t 10ueht . 

TllC S"'COnd c 1..,on 1 n.f' t'10 l""ht nre;u.ed t'1n t it ··ould bo d:i"\i! cive t o crnctf> 
a mul t i l icit y of ()rrrf'n·lr--, t! 'Jns in e::·:il0 an<' t 1at t 1H:>rc he C' <>lre<"'il~r 
t'1csc t ·:o liJ"'rn t ion r:1 v "n t s , t lle A C ancl tbc )?AC , 1·11ict> n() t nnly 
enjoyed in t erno t ionnl T"C'"' nition but t ~" t)thC'y (had t1Jeir r o t;c:: in t ho 
country· and lad beC'n fo T'f'"'n int c ov ·.le b;~ , _.. yon knor , t he So• t h A "'rir ~m 
r,-overnmpn t which l ..... d ' )cnncd t her in 19C10 , ::rnd t 'w t to ecin t o) - to 'f)(' 

cin t n rho.llcne" t hee:<> movemen ts n t o::ic'e >'ould e n - 't'lon1d be n reve~
c:al 0 .... ., policy decision t hat hnd t nn t...,, on 1\·ay bacl" in t hn - ;n t he 
' 60f' nlrcady t hat t' c BC movement rrc0..,., .; "',..d t he leaderc::hip o -~" tl .o A C 
nnd t he PAC ~nd 't'O' ld no t and did n,..,t r' allcnc-" t'1eir role a"' t he rcp-
}"Csen t a t ives of t hr- opprl?c:::sed pcopl. P. in Sout'~-1 • "'-....-ica, but t hat in - in 
{t heir absence "T'o'CJ t hr- cot..l.n t ry, t he RC I!lOVf'mcn t ,\.::1.., merely t here t o keep 
the rires Of rpc::;c:: t ance aflome . 

l'1y o,..n r oc::i tion o t tb:1t part icu1 ar t ime 1vac:: t ho t ve Perc bound by t'1~ t 
po 1.C'] ilf'cicion , ancl "'or any creation o " a t hircl forc0 t here l:Ollld 1-Jave 
t o 1Jf' 'l v r_ cl,..n.r pol icy cleci~ion t nl·0n in t crn::tlly , ) and t hat since 
neoplc hnd repcat 0c ly "' t " t l>rl i.nc::id~'> t hP country t l1nt ra t her t hnn crea t e 
~ multiplicity of orcani~ .... ti onc:: , nn cf"'n~t e~o 1ld be madn t o tmi t .o t he 
various nrocr""'"'ivc f'orco~ . 
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I t ,.•as bo t h polit ic~ 1 y [lnd , · c:trr' ~"'l.)..ly incorrec t t o t hen come out 
and ~or w1nt ever r~ac:ons t o be 'n tv~s tablish a so-called th'rd force, 
and I t hLnh t hr> t that vie,·· 1.;ac: - was s t rr>n~t'1encrl ' t• 0 c:truccJ.e th~t 
t 001< y>loce in Anr;ola. , i'11er<=> ,..., mul t ipl ic-; t "'· of' orc;n'1..; "'"ti_o.,c; t hen cr<=> 
n t ed ~ovonrable cond · tions -"o r ex t ernal ..;nt0--vention, parti ~"' 'll.Brly Wes t
r-rn. in t ervent ion t'1::1t 'rs aimed a t preven ti.n ~ t he nccec:s:.i. n t c •0 •er 
of t he bes t orcanicec , mos t )roc;resc:ive muvc 1Cnt t ha t ha.d ver) cl.Par y 
c:.tellcd out i t c: cPm v · s..;on -ror a liber~ted Ane;oJ::-t , t hat is t'lE. ""JTA . 

lAnd in - n tl'e subc:eq H-'nt deba t es t hat - t m t t ook place aroun 1 ' 75 , 
' 76 very many of t 1 '0 oJ.der ·nembcrc: or t 1 1<' DC movement, t 1nt ic: t ~ o"'e 
i·:ho ··•ere there~ say, rhcm SASO lvB "' - "tw'::t"' :founded ::md "tvho , you kno1v , had 
suhFr-onently b"C'n forced ' nto exil e , 1vc nnin t oi110d t hat po"' 4 ti. on t hat 
ivP rol'ld no t bn port y t o ony a ttnmpts t 0 C'""'~"'at e a t hird f'orc-0 . 

So you iven t out ,,;:i t 1 l t hat prp1ic: l)c: 't' o..,- r14 1 you r;o Ollt and did 1vitl 
any predisposit ion as t o 1vhicl o " t l c t 1:o b.:X • t ine :forces you i\'O Llld nl
icn yonr~clf 1vit h? 

No - no , I did not , I - I kept on open m·' nc and I alc:o kr.pt t he options 
open because I licl not 1vnn t t0 t 11 ., >of'it ·~on t11n t might t hen b~ in-
ter~ret er as nn orcanisut jonq) rl r'c:i,.,n, nn<i li 1 ·r- I explained , ini t
ially I 11ain t ainect very cor 'li "ll r-nl'lti nnco l·it '1 the A C and PAC t h r on •, 
indivi ual members w· 1om I 1rne\v. - .Qy t be("inninr; of' 1976 , l m.rC'ver , v 
former colleacnec: in t he BC mo._vemen t \!ere involved in dic:cl\.-c:c:j ns , . .; t 1 

t he PAC about t ho format · n of' , i:f you Fon t t o t Ar:n i t a - a .... :nit ed 
:fron t, or at any ro t r>, d:i !"C' l!"Sions about co - operation bot\veen t lle PAC 
and t he C movement . 

I di~ no t nartic~pn t o in nny o:f t hose ~ic:cussions becauc:e I woe: ~ t ~irst 

in 'T.._..; Zealand nnd tt>en subsequently , ,..,.., ··hen I re t urnf' 1 t o Southern 
Afric'"' a t t "l-Jf' Pn'1 of' ' 75 , t he beginn ine o-f' ' 76 , I '"ac: not i.n Dot c=-.;·ann , 
\vhere t he major c;roupines of , you kno·:, -f'n cr TIC me 1hers ,., re - I wnc: 
in - iin Sw 7 4 l~nc1 , nnd even t houeh I , yoJ 1 no\v , communicnt cd i'>'i. t h t hem 
and learned of' c:one of these discussions , I <lid not have a major input. 

(A t the end of ' 7(, , tlw ber;inninr; o-r ' 77, I 1'1Ct ivit h f'O,_," o~ the DC mem
ber~: then in ...,otS\\'"Wlo. and learned -"ron t~ er1 of' t he poli t i.rnl nrranc:;e -
mentc: that t 1 "'" hac' lac' F-i.t h t be PAC rE>eardin t he recruit 1en t o_,.. per-
~onnel , tl•e i 1 i.t::n~r training , and also t"w problems t ~at 1ac1 - t hat 
hac ""'".; c:en :in t",.,. proces<== , and I w·n~ t hen one of t 1e mnn )ers o-" a del-
e ~tio,, that pnrticipotc:._d in discu~s · ons -.;-:ith t :be P.\C central committee 
at t 1H~ be ..,.inn:L."'l~ o-r 1977), you h.-no,,T , rer;nrdin~ :fut llr" co - operat ion be 
t ,veen the PAC Dnd t "1a C movemen t 11ut even u'1ile ( isc'.lssinc t hosE' 
arrnnGom0nts , N}Jic )nsically envi ~~ ;ed t''"' 1GU rc tainin~ i t s :'IPtonomy 
ond , you l::no1v, (:i~clependf"n t polit icnJ identit ' ,\I - I r<=>n::-tined c-rit ical 
for - "or t,•o - :for t 1v0 reasons; - t l1e onn ··os jus t '"!" 01.n - (my ovn vie,· 
o.f not crot~ti.n-; a mlll t iplici t y of orennic:o t ionc: it1 - ::.n ex Lle , but t ben 
t'lP so cone ·as a more import an t prnctic...,l con sic cr ti on , and t hp t i\"S 
• -r tho DG.I 1ver<=> t o retnin i t c: independence ~nc aut onomy , 10'"' - ho1\'" do 
yot. control a pi t •w t ion \vhere t hP. PAC '·•os certainly t he small er and t hP 
,.;ealrcr o:(' tl,e t1·;o enti t icc: ye t ,.,.ac: recoc;nised int~rnat ion:>J lf ""~c:- <l nat
ional liberat ion l')VCIDen t and 1va"' COinc t O ~n'·c pOSSi~lEj [11"('('~'5 t o cert
ain pol-it Leal ,...; l ; t "ry .ro.cil i t ies by t he .,C I~ and ye t aft~r tl,C' cor
plet ion o:f m~lita.:"-:.,r trainine by m~b,erc:- o·~ t e DC 1 or ,,.-l•at ever , t hey 
,.,.o uld then be released t o the DCH. - l~:f , o 1. t•,e otl•er hand , it w·f"re .,r
eued t t>at t' cy 'oulr' c: t '11 bP members of t '1c nqi u t be under t, , cen
t ro 1 or q.ut hori ty o t 'C' PAC , 9'¥ t }"lPn r'l.ons one) - ho1v does - 1 o t 'lf'n 
does one e.xnec t t ''e n.r.c to - t o exerr.; c:r- that a.ut 1orit y 1vben thoc:e "'em
bers co nld clnim q· i tc correct] y t l1at t l::ey '·ere n0t mcmberc: o-f' t he PAC , 
and i.!l fact s -:.ch problen s did ari~e , and I t 1 in,· t h.., t c:o~e o t he prob
le .,c: t hat tool' place 1•i t 1lin t'1e PAC m 1 77, 1 '""~ 0 rl-l ' he>ve; - d · d have t l P. 

o.,...irrinc: in come o" t' (!Se, you kno,v , vaeuely 1('~"4-.,nd ro-onero t ion a~ree-
men t s that ,·ere necot:i a t nd by PAC leader"' r-c "tvell ac: -f'o~-mer BC.I leaders . 
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l c .... dc r- 'P11o rer0 · n exil e d · d no t rcal l y lave any "'"C'r)r clear aut 
orit y or m::mdat r. f ~om t he in t ernally-bn "' ed or ::m:i.sat :i.on., , but '\~That 

happened ua s t hat t l r.y uerc t ran s pos ina in t o the cond:i. t ions of' exile 
t he po"':i.ti ons of' loaclnrs 1i.p that t 1ey enjoyed wi t llin t l-J' cot.m try, so 
t ha t :i.nclivir uols 1~'1o .. ore ei thcr J eo(lcrs in t he - in t l-J<' blac1c ppopl~" t "" 

convention or in °ASO t hen a ttempt ed t o ex0rcise t hn S"' c kind o:f l ea 1
-

er"'hip in P.Xilc . 

{You see , the fac t t h .... t J; "l"'d PCn pres i r1 ~"n t o.f SASO a t t ,.., t irnP of' m~· 
bannin . r ic'n ' t m"nn that , you ~o,~, t1.ro : ""'rs later 1v11cn I ef't t 10 

co"n t rv I ~onld r;o o 1t :-me c l..., · t o h<' .,.,,.,.c:iden t o-'"' SAS< ..., ~ act in a 
m::tnnP .. ~ t hrt t edt ' er boL1nd SASO or 1vouJ c}, you :::noF, cnmpro...,i c:e t he orc;~n
i "' n t ' on 1 c: sec ,rit y ' n t crnally. 

In licht of t hr. time onaybf' T C"'n jus t asl· you if' you can e 1mari.se 
briefly your movement int'l t '"''r and the·1 out - yot rnl"' ' t have t o 
t;C t very :Lnvolved b~cause ~ , .., ·o;n" t o read that in t 1C '0 ::: that you ' 11 
lf't me have , ond t 0n I 1v<h"1 t t o cote 1Jack at it t'1ro·1c;h my l< 'n c'l or- pri."'M 
o:f t hi.s rord non- rae · :-- li.~m and kind of' rr0t 'Jnc'· on ash you if' ; t ever 
mean t nnythinc t o you tllen and no•~ nnd early days , c:o con yo'l juc: t crivc 
me t he kind or really short version o:f movinc into the PAC an<l t hen up 
t hro ucr ' 82 ond .... f t cr - t o just sum it u > - I thinlc I Lmdcrc: t nnd a bit, 
but I can also :flcsl i t o n t from your bool· that I ' 11 read . 

llell, lil'c I exploincd, in ' 77 t he PAC contr:-11 committee nppo;n t ed me 
as t he or~anic:., ti 0n ' c: rcprP."'en t'lt ive in ',,,.t n.1 nc:ia , "'n 1 a t er 1uch 
con"'''l t o t i.ons ~.ri tl, very many of' ""l'Y form~"r c0 1 lr.aene"' in t he nc movement, 
I decidr.d t o nr;cf' '1t t he position in the ,,...,.,,..., t H'l.t T conlc1 ma .:e some con
tri'')'lt;on to1~nrc1c the unit y of' hoth , ;'Oll 1cno•~, tl,e ..,(! 'Jovcm0n t -=md PAC
orient ed politico 1 t endencies , nnd secondly ,..,l~o to make c:om0 contrib
u t ion t o1·ar 1 5 s t ren t 11cnin~ t he PAC o"' an or._.onis,.., t ion so that i t •vonlcl 
play a mcaninc:ful ro e in t hr. libnration s t .... urrclc . 

I served in thot c .... pacit y un t i.l 1 78 vl,en I In '"'t '!m• Zealand "; rc:t :for 
'u~ t r::tlia nnd t'lCn .r.-or the 'Unit ed Stotc"', ,.,l,..rr- I 1vorkcd in t pe PAC 
of'f'ice .Lo~ probo'')]"' a:->otl t t 1vo or t l-J•~f'e mon t hs :1ssis tin ~ , t- ~o t t he 
,nd t hen '\IT"'n t t o T'lnzonia t o I:!.artici .,, t c in t'1c- c:rcond consnl t o ti ve 
C0n:fcrcnce, - :1 t t l :tt - at thot p<:l r t; cqlar co11 "r-rcnce Vf'~' many of u .. 
Nerf' r~uc t 1• ;n a O'tiT r c: t ruc;-;le bc t't-.rccn f'act; nne: o t he PAC , t be 
or:' in~ o:f ,.,,;c' T··e 1mre t otally ignorant. -md T' r be t 1e 'firs t t o 
admit t hat . 

H'e - 1ve \vere t'1en made t o - 'tj'C uere t hen plnccd in n. sit uation F' er 

T , 

,,.f> 11acl t o make decisions based on ev:i.dcncr. ")resent ed t o tlS a t t hC! t Dart
; C'llor con "'c-rr-nc~", 1ncl cvnn t houelJ 'tvC - yon mou, none o:f uc: :t;'C'1 1ly 't~Ta!" 
.;ntf'r,..stecl i.n c • ~,; • •·i t J1 any n_art icular f'action - t 1:w r<'sul t )of' t 1 e 
conf''"'r""nce , t 1 tou; , '\laS t hat we - you 1"no•·, ,.c eme.,...r.;E>d as member"' o-r ~ 
particul r :f::1cti nn ·i th ·n t he P.AC , ancl t"1~ t part j r-nlar fo ction \ITO"' t hr. 
Leb81]o f::1c t ion . ..,,.. the n.c . 

WelJ ( nile) :( cont i.n r.cl in t ,_,., lenderc.o'·d • o.f t he PAC ""or - Cor severnJ. 
lfor sevcrnl ~ear. opel n ttCl'1!1t ed dur~nr t l .... r t ime t lln.t .... ~ 1'1:1.5 tl_wre) t o -
(t o cto t ro t'unr;s. - tbc one ,.,,.., c: t o ll..nl" t 110 PAC very l..rmly '\H t h t bP. 
pol; t; r-,.1 developm<'n t c: in the country. - u·"tcr l-Javin ,_ been ·in t l (' • c 
at t nt lea<.. ershi.p lrvcl, I becamr. very , very mnc· :::t't··arc o ,.., t he .r-:1ct 
that t·~c or..;anis;-.t · on exist ed purely n<=~ a ~r1:1ll nunber of' 1eople in 
eJ{ilc , .. 110 har no conn0ct.;0n Khnt~O~"VCr to ,. ,..,t 1\TD"' r;oin..,. on i.nc:ide t hn 
coun t r,v , and ,.;hat cvcr 1; .,,~s or con t or-ts t' ,cre 1vere ,·er0 ;n ividual con
t ac t e h'lith individuol.s, in t he country, t hat t 10rc •~os no oroc;raJ1Mf' _., if' 
yon 11<.U1 t t o t ern i t that, for t he exP.cuticn or n.rncr1 s t ruegle i.n t he 
cotmtry, dccpit c t' e r''e t oric . 

• 
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I . I . The "Ccond thi.,., tl a t I a ttP.mpt ed t o co ";:<"\-=: t o try t o c:>nconrnr,-c t 1 r-, 

J . F . 

H. I . 

yo Ll knou - t 1 ,. .rC)....,mation of' viable "'trnct "T0.S u · t, ·n the PAC , bec<J.use 
one l0.cncy o" t 1 "' P C ' ., " 1lort 11ie to rv ,.,...t,.,in t 1 e co·mt ry 'ns tl .r,...,ct 
t ha t · t 'wt1 .r,; l <'rl to fleve lo p any < -r ., :i sat ionnl !'i t'"'uc t uree :in t he 
coun t ry or in ex-:lc. - fi t existed bClC' ' r"'l.ll:• as a con--lo 1ernt e of indiv
iduals , and I t h:in{. t hat t hat l flr ·pJ.y c:-~plain"' t he r)crennio l prob lc:> "' 
""•it hin t 10 PAC nnd also i t s inef'f'e<' t · vonco::c:, - j_t lJ.ar' ~ailed in i t., -:>r-

.<"''lrs of exis t ence t o evelop anJ viabl" "'evolut ionary s t ruc t ures , :;m 1 
t 1 •n t remain"', you ':nol..r, 'ts problem still t ocny . 

1fl1at .;' "' t I tmder- es t. '" t <' 'I "OS t ho CU"Xl.Ci t . r 0 ~ an org"!1 is., t ~ on t hat 
had exi-;t ed ~or "'O lon :n t1~'1 t s t a t e of coni' s · nn t o rejec t o .. to re 
sist any c',anp,-c , partie J . .,rl y by.., you know· , ol..l - older lentiers 1vl1o 
had no t"lnan" o " :::m i~{lcpenc'IPn t livc J.iJ ooc, ont<=~irle o:L t be PAC an d whose 
so l e means o·" "'upport/J it 1jPre, or 1 ·"·r>J.ihood ;\'<'j t he con t inu0d ex
is t ence o.f t 1 c orca""'·· ... ., t; on • :md '\vha t t 'e:· re "'is t ecl 1·.ras "'ny c :f·fort, 
part icqlarly · y t 10 yot.., ~--., ... memberc: t o brinrr about nny chanr.ec:: t bat 
'0 1lri t'1rente11 t lCil." !'lr.- ' t-' on~ , "0 t hP.y rE:'act ed rut 11lesc:1"'· t o any e::f'"'

o,..to::: by t 10 yol.U'lc;er lt"a-' ... ~ship to brin~" nbo ut nny Jllcan in . .-.,,_ changes 
'it 1-,in t 11e PAC , on< ·d o. t t'1ey did uos t ' cy)either(oppeale.i to 1 OE' t 
goveJ."Tlmen t"' t o clc t ~in and d0.port ;inc i vi< un.ls ~\and very lt.!!ony o" t he 
generat ion of 'y6, for in t,nr-0 , 1>'119 joined t ll" PAC , and) very .. 10ny (o::r 
t, "' 0 movement J·d o joinerl t ,., PAC (ul t·' nnt oly ended up eit her :in prison 
in T 111 z~ ... -:-,, follo'vin · t' e 3.S c:ass in n t ion o:L l)avid S ibcko, or jn refugee 
ca .. )" · n 'l'~ • ora a..1r' ntl cr p l aces in Tanza&1i::l un< er t~Je auspices of t 10 

u'NHCR . 

TP t 11e t al;:e j_t t o an i<.lcolor;c .... l l evel and a""~ you, '<'C"''S<' T t hinlr 
t l"l"l t ar;<'Ln I ' ll ·e t from yo11..., bool;: nnd doc::n ' t cnli ~· t<'n rC''1 1ly 'vh-=t t I ' m 
t ,..yinc; t o J.oo1 1 t os m•t.ch , nnd t ha t ;., hoi·< do t hec:C" _ .. if'tc (?) - how 
dor>s t ho ul t ir•, t r> l"C1" o.J: co 1cc:ivE"ncc:s o" t' lC PAC ~Pl<J te t o t he is" •e 
of non - ra.cinlism t o tllc t enet s (?\ o.f DC , t'•'l.t debate , '-,ecau"'e ul ti ~
ately tocl"'Y - you rr:i ,.,.ht no t 11a"'\. e ven nrec · c t ed it a :feu years a..;o t 1•at 
t 1"'P ~-~ tional Union o-'"' ·• ·ne>-.wr'"erE youJ · cndorc:c t'1c Freedom Chnrt er , 
t h1 t CUS.A ··ould be loft tl (> ClfllaJ.l erou) 1'~'"'c~use cc ~ T"'T ivOUlcl Eay non-
..... n,.ial:i_sm , 1ve ' re not comnromisinrr - t hnt ' "' ~11 ont 'n t he open no'"
jus t t ell m" f':::-om your pcrspP.ctive ho-..v i t _ .. cl:'tCf' , , o'-.r it 'ms n fac t or
can I just nsk you about non- r'lc; '"llism and t :-1 1ce uc: bncJ- - did t hat word 
even r;e t dic:cuc:sed in tl1f" l1t0 ' ()r c:: nnd early ' 70r:: - a"' you '\..rere in 
volved ·., >AC polit ics in t l-Jf' mid t o l ate ' 70s into t he c:1rly ' 80s, ho1· 
did t h" , nl o -i.ca debat e :!.round t bo f.ic:.s"C"' and clasc: , hor ,.;ac: 
t hc. t <I fa Ct 0 ? J Sa Y>'f -<- It~ M if " 

I t ,.•as a fact or in t1w sense t hn t - nne' -:- t '1-:n'c t l"'at 1ve shoul d not con
.rL,c;e means and ends - t here 'v-as - thcr0 ~~n"' no c1o111,t in our min_,"' 1..ri t h 
in t ''" nr; mnv0r'1on t t'1:-t ·•lti ma t ely 1ve ~-,.,....,... ,., t .,....:ivin " t o create a s oc 
iety lvhere rae" ,-ould no t ' Je a nctnr - '-n o t '' ~ w·ord , jns t n"" "'"'"-, 
t hr:> '"''C anr t 1 ,... ore~nisat. one: tl a t 't't1C're .... ~t 0 the conurCS" all:i.anc, 
pur.sucd ~ -=t ......... t ,.. ...... o·" c"' t obli c::1, ine - rr> 1, I < on ' t ,.ant t o even ca.ll 
i t ,. 1 tirocial ::-lJ.iancc"' , l ,,.....,t,c:e i t cro~tos nn impression of orcnn 
j.,.., ti '">n on t"c b .... si'"' of racP , 1•ut lvlnt t 'v··:r attempted t o do '"a"' to or
eanise the,..C dif['crent polit ical " t rtCt 1 .,C'S , f'O:r P'"lnt Of :J better t e~n , 
t ha t w"re creat ed by men,crs of' t~e dir~~rAnt rnci.-,1 eroupc:: like t he 
yoll 1mo1v, t 1 l'"'rc ·pas t'H? Sout h '_..,~; cnn Tnc1icn Con ;r,ss , t here 1vn.e t he 
Colour"d Jeo,!)l0 ' s 0r""~1i"'ation . 

To1v even t hou,,, t 1ose o "C<'ni "'"'tions ue.,....e callec' Coloured , t 1ey "'.,...,P 
cclJ.ed T.nrlj.<'., , .; _,... one - if' one looks a. t t 1cir noli tical o ject iVP!" , 
t 1cy uer~ st .... jvin • to "'r 1 e; creat ine societies t'1nt '\voulrl - or o socie t y 
t h.., t - t 1a.t •.• ,c: non- ... ,...,,....· .-.1, but becanse of' thn !'Jart iculn.r circumE t ances: 
o,... So nth A-f' .... i c-u1 "'oc·i ,..t,. t 11<'Y ,,rr.ro forcr>d to nr";'nni!:'r- in thnt pnrt ic 
Jlnr manner , "'<' t ' 'lt ::. C.:J no t '\Cccpt tl c <>r--;umcnt t •,,t 1· ns put fortl 
hy t 1e PAC , :fo:r ;n,.,tancC', t h.., t t he ANC 1·;as COI1P1ittcc1 to mt lt'Lraci:"~l;"' 1 

it ~..ras 11 o t. 



F. I . 

J . F . 

H . I. 

The APC 1vas coMmittee to C't'Aatinc- a non-~-.ci:-11 society, it >vas v e r y 
clear :fro~ t he out set - in exactly t 1e « arne •·ay, I do not "lCCe>l'"lt t he 
ar[';'LU'lCnt t'lat ; s nut '"'O"~"th by c: ...... y, supporter"' o:f t br- A Tf'' t h:l t t~P nc 
movemen t nncl t' '~"' P ~ •;e-re ,·or~ine to"t~Tarcls n creat · on o'"' say , t J ""c'· 
racis t "'O c · 0 t; '"' or 'Jl...,c'~ dominated societ ic .... - t J 0.y - ')oth t hE' ,.,C' 
movr-men t and t 1 0 )AC a(' ont ed BC , and in t l'c c::>se o t'1e PAC) orthodox 
Af'ric'"'n n~t i "'nalic:l:t t o creat e n on - racial "'oci.o t · ec: t 1on S<'!lves , and I 
t hin-= t 1~ t i ·'"' one ·crC' t o loo'~ say , a t uhat h<J"' 1nnnc 1ec in Zimbablve , 
one sec~ a si 1il:->r devel0pnen t in t l'r senc:P. that Zi , "'or i nc:tance , 
rcpc~t cdly c t ::> t nc' t' ,at leadership in t'w Zim')O )lfCm-1 1-: 11Prat Lon c::true;e;J 0 

h ...... d t o be provided by Zil'Ib::tb"tvean s and Z/,~,u , yo· 1mo'\. , ,,•as repea t edl y 
,..,ccqsC'd o:f rnc:LsJl an(' o" split ist'l e t c ., ye t nobody c ...... n - nobo<ly con 
<leny t l1c i'::>c t t•,....,t ZAru has a tt empt cc v0ry serio·1~ l y to cr,..., t; <J non-
rae · al soc-: r- t , i'YJ Zimha.blv" , a n d I t hi.n1 • t'1<1t in t'10 Sout h t "rican c on 
t,..x t t lw a:r,_,,...,r-n t t ho t •·laf' nut :fort h b~r t 1'r .., "' 1 wvcment, t '1n t hl,ck 
!)eopl c sho11.ld ry.,...ovidc t hP:i.r 01-n le::tdcr"" 1 ' • ") 1 : _, not IC':111 t ha t t he or
can; ::;a.t ion re."er t cvl t he ideo ] of' a non-·~nc~ nl society - t hat i.deal hoc: 
~l"tloys been t 'PP.,.,,., . 

D 1t 1.1T'l ...... t I ' m c:ayin.,. is t"•o PAC , as yon o.rynnr'"'n t y have documen t P0 , ic:; 
:foll:i.n, nT)art nr '··hntcvcr i tc: po., i t :i.on .; ,.. t hat it ' s no t very henl t'1:r 
t odny nncl tl c A~Tc ms he en - ' >f'ne:ri t C'd ( ?' ~rom a resureencc o-r c: ,_:1r
ort- dof'"' t, (' po"'i t ion o " t' • t ··o move e1ts toc~y , 1 or-c: i t - ' c:; Pac' 1 
o:f i t "' pr- ..... it'o'l on non-~oc:ialism a nc t or , dn r0 1 t 1l i . .,1-- done: t .,_,P 
breal{clo,.-n o ~ t 11C P.\C - I Lmcerc: t ond t' ,at tl'c~n t c: n<., .::)oin t in cr·t · cis 
in~ overly the PAC becau ... e t hey do - t ,..., 2nst """ t hey ' re a b• nch o f' 
blacl roci« ts - I ' ll acrr>Dt t hn t, but T t .., Sr>"'·i n..,. i t s rci'tJ.sal t o 2CCf' )t 
non-rnc·Lo.lism- ;.,., :.lact i+' you 1001" "' t c·TC)A, ·~'C'TTT viz- a - viz C0SPT r, 
t hn t cind of' c"r> t ('"Y'J1jn 1 rcsic: t an cc t o non- rnc · nlic:m doesn t t seem t o ho 
t he dominan t v;r-w· - ;., - Mnybe you •• • • 

No , i t- it cortainJ.~- i c: no t t he doMinan t vinu and I - I t hinlc t~1t t 0 
you l•n o,.,. , t o put i t - to p ut it in per haps r1o ... ~e conr.r,., t c t er:n~, 'l'Tf>il 
Accctt, for ins t ance, , ., s a medical doc t or - he le:ft 11 is pro fes c:: ion t o 
1mrk os n sccret or.r i'or a t rade union , t ,,c- majority o'"' '\vllo"'e members 
lvcre bl ...... ck - i t cannot 1

/f" c;aid t hat he •vc-n t cc t o lend t ha t t rade union 
movemen t - he >vns ru1 o-~,.. , c-:..al , a :functionary - he cU.ed at the b,.mc"~ of 
t he South .African c: r"r ·tJ poli..cc - in c:uci, a cirr" ""tnnce i t l:Pco"'es 
very di:f'"'icL1l t, o:r · "" ·"oct yo•1 canno t dr-n~· c- rol« · ., t'1e liber<Jt · on 
s t ruG..,.le t o ~ Tnil • ~ ot t . 

Tl,e onl.· -,~ ~l''lr: t t '1at you t hen have is t '·::> t you deny h·' M a role be 
cause h« ;., ,. ·it r , · n Pldc'1 c..,se t'1o t is racic: t - i1 "'Xnctly t 1 e 1?ome 
,.,ay ' n Darlxn~ T oenn' uho n t ·reat risk nncl s <tcrif'iccs ' ,·as invol VE>O 

in 1rt'viti"s in :.lurtl crnncr- o'f t bc l ibcr-.tion stru..,.elc , '1"' a result 
o" 1 h~ r· she 1 ns sPn t P-nccd t o t en yC'ars ir•,...,·~ · conllPT!t "'oi t 1~~nson - ) on 
c<Jnnot c'eny a Tln.rbnr::t TTOf'::'ln a role in t' e , i' <'!.L·,-,tion s t r11 ·1 e simpl y 
becou.cc .... c is , ., jtr, :m·1 .,.. t hinl<: t hn t :"lco.1lc invo J ved -·,., t ' e l iberat
ion c:tr.,~r:lc hnve t o co:n!" t,..,ntly os sec: s nnd al"' -.lys 0 t' c "'· tn,tion on 
t he basic: o'"' t he co,, cret e ,..,.,., l. i t y rn t l cr t h ..... , on t 1e bac:;"' o cr•otion 
.,,d !=~"'1timent, <md t 1

1C' rc[l l • t r t oda:• i!'; t' :1 t t 1 lC'rC is a GrO"tiTillG' nunber 
of •··1 'tn Sout•1 Af'ric::u1s prepared t o t a'-c t'y• ris1-c:: t w t even very many 
o :f t ' o ' >l ac cs in t hn liberation s t r•1 lc nrc not prcp:1red t o t oke . 

Tl e youn"" ,·l-tit e "t'lO"l::u1 , "or 'n c: t ancc , 1··' o "'·.ra1'(erl in t o police s t a t ions 
and pl:·mt cd bombs did '"' omc t :.n~ t 1at n0 · J "tc1

- had done> , c::o t w t t o U"'ny 
o roJ.c in t l e libcr::~ t j on s t ruo-gle , e"' .... , ; ·"' i t is a t t he level of l ead
ership simply bccausr- t• ,.,y nrc whi t e , -:"' ro.eist c.nd , yotJ. ;:nm.,. , t here is 
no o t ' cr ar""" tent ·~or t'1at . 
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An d I t;h "n k t hat t 1~(' f'n~"t t hat t here ·· s t , · ... r;ro,· ·n --; nu:nbcr of' "\\•hit e<> 
w':1o nvc tn cr-n c: uc' r " " 1Cs and who ' "'ve nai rl t;''<' r··cc .ror it, ::me t'1e 
:fact t l a t t " N·c 1 ns cc: t oblj shcr, · t"" -~ · .. ,ocy :Ln t he libcrnti.on stru-
- l c t l•rnu h itc: m:il.i t ry and pol 't~,.. nl :1rt .; viti cs ,. ·,, c: c: t rnn thened 
tl P - t,,.... i<leoJ.oc;icnl t f"'ndcncy t l ""'t .,r,...·1cs uncq,J.ivocally in avour or 
non-J..~~ cinlism , anc I - you k no l..r , T 1 o )C t b..., t t hn t has provided some 
adequate exp anation . 

'los t h t a. f'-,c t 0r- a,-,... .;n I haven ' t rc;:1.c" t' •c 'Jool~, I don ' t knol..r , but 
a l o t o:f 111 1a t :·0u r"'r~ c:n.)r;n- "\ThPn yo•1 ~-;~rc ~ivinr; your quick summary 
('.(' 110"\¥ yon IY'rtcd "t··ny!'; Pi.t t n P.AC hnc t o co ,.j.th Ot 11Cr ic:sues , indiv
i d taJ.s nnd po1ver noli t · cs, ' " t did an~' o" -:ro ur part in--: o:f t he "tvays wi t 1 
t 1

'"' PAC have to do H.· t l1 ,-hat you ' ve j n::> t statec.l, t hat t 'wrc - t heir 
rPf'n~ al t o mo·'""' -:_1· t t, a t a.r<"a and t beir con tin ucd d('n; 01. of' a role in 
a ccnse ['or 1·•'; t~"''""? 

p)" ~ c "V\. 

Ue ~l, t hat certninl.~ ~s t 1 P r'"'"P, but yr>: 1 "1o··, more p::-r~ icularly t ll<' 
f'a1 l nr0 o.r t lc .\C t o - t 0 -f'ecP t,... rC'"' 1 ' t .· o" t he pol~t ·Lrn.l develop-

an t s on t 110 ~onn d , and I think tlmt as .far i>"'C ~ as 1~80, ~"or "nc:t [1TI~"', 
J ~esent cc t o t' 0 I' r: :1 r•e:.o , you kno~· , ~nc i t -it l-.'"<1" t"tl ed T l·p 

::rntr>'""'!l~l Sit u[' t ion ··n So l t l '.f·,...ico anc t 1e !!_"C'd or <1 nAc :response , in 
u:,ic'l I drew· ~pcci·'"'ic :1 tt en ti on t o t 11e :::'net t hat t hr- .~~IC uoc: cnjoyin 
::1 rc:-n.·~ ;nncc in t he cott:1 try 1 r>r'"lflSC i t is t; lP - )(>C:>uc:e o t t ha t part
icul ar tine it , ... ~., t• c only r o"\r> ·ont t'~nt ,.<1"' seen '1y t'10 massef: t o be 
f'ieh t in(\ t he pnemy, anc1 t l,n. t i ncrcas ·n,..,.ly t "lC ""r '"'('o 1 Cl1<1rt cr lvas beinc 
dnbatr- d. , ) and I ;Jointnc o •:tt, ['or in t nnce , tl18t · t ra'"" s · .,nif'icant t 1at 
s t LKlcn t s nt t,1e t·n·"vr- ~"'ity o.f t he o~th , , .• ' · ~1 ,·a.::' a nc movemen t strnn ..... -
'1oJ.d, clel:lated ond oC'r'"' 't0d t 11c FreedoM C' art cr ~cy, you 01011, t he ar
r;tunent t bot I rut f'0r t1'\ '"""'c: lvCll, l··ha.t thPn i ... , yon kno,., , tb~ rc~;:JOn"' c 
of' t ,,.. 'AC co i n ~ t o be~ - i c:: t he PAC roinc to cnnt inr:tc t o n.rc;ue t h'l t t he 
A~C is n. cr,...., t ..: 0n of' t he ,.,,,; t P l·i Prnl Pled.;., nnd t l•c Sovie t Union , or 
1vhct or t,1c ""''f' ras rroinc t o ottP >t to come t o crrips 1·:it h t he poli t
:ir<ll J:'Co.li t y :Ln So t' A "r "cp by }-p "n ~seer to Of:' a part of' t le r~c:ic:t
DTlc ..... , a..nd I ar,...ucd "t t lo t t ime t lat i t i:[''"' no t; t:and t h..., t l'C shonld ha.vc 
bo t l· tllC' polit ical nnd t he hones t y t o nr drcc:s thl.t :fact very 
clea.rJ.y . 

(no yo" no1·: , and J.onl~in•~ bncl~ , c:ce any q_vitJ.<mc" or lo,..,.ie nr relcv;:mce 
t o t he theor.f t hat n. black excl 1sivic::n 0..~ t~ct unlly - '"'"n :;:'la.y in t o tl e 
1'"nde o thr '"" t"'t .., q•1o in So•·t 1 A"C'ricn,..; 1 t'1e l[ c::t?- I tl ink t here ' s 
a quote in I'"" ')0o'· "'ror.1 F:>r'11 -'l ( • ••••••••••• ) lonr nr;o , sa.yinc T"'C j ~ 
jus t J.ike A ..,~.;, . .,ancr or rJ i t e con scinusne"' ... and 1·..-c can handle t1,~ t -
you 1cnr - -r 1 ve '10.n.rc :fror""' '1Ponle 1·1ho were <let a:· r>d t hat t 10 sec uri t v 
'1o1icc'110n •v-ould sny to t '1er : Lon , T don ' t ':no,v1vhyyou ' ~~ !"O intPr
e~ t Prl in t he At•.TC, 11C, 11l':l.clr '1an yo11 ' rr> on yonr OM1 ;u1d st'cl~ 1vi t h t h::~ t 
do vou t hink t ,~t tl,~t ' '"" t rue , co yo" t 1 •in;: 't i s re l evu.n t? 

WeJ.l , not only .; ., i t t rnc , I t hink i t ' ., vc :y , vor· .,..,Plevant, ancV n_c: I 1 ve 
repent edly nrL>u.ec, and o.s I ' ve repeat edly - nnd as -r 1 vn wr · tt cn j_n my 
0001

' , t hat t'lat is one of' t he crcnt cs t (an r•p"1"~ f'ac "n.:; t he resis t ance 
in Sout ll Af'r.; c., t oe ay , nn.me l ;r t hat t' ,e P.\'"' .;_, part icul n.r , nnd "' ll t ,'l.t 
i t re -rr>"'£'Ti t", 'In"' t l1c C"pc>c-i t v t o play t' e ole of' anoth~r 'TT\ in 
c.:>ou t h \·"'ric:" - nt t he prc""cn t t; ne "\vho t is lln.ppcninc is t hat j; 11c Sont h 
1\ rrican" os w-ell ""'S conso,··v~tivcs in t ho Tfns t ar"' loo1 .:.in~ :for ,n .,1 t er
nntive t'"> t he iCC , "hich t hr>y portrny as cit hor COtnf:ltUlic: t in"'lnC'ncPcl 
or a So.._.; o t proxy, Ql1( ·· f' one loo1 '"S at t"1o c:trat cc,y t " a t .; "' bein._: !!'1r-
sncd J} t So11t h "r·con eov,rnmC'nt one ro11ld "'CC th ... -::.t i t is t he Ul)"';' 

t hat bo s )nan harc' e s t ~ · t; '):· t' 0 reprec:,.. ·· on - th~"" loa< ership or t he 
}'"" a t all level,.. I as >CAn ~let1in •d - t ' T:"D"" 1·ns prol, ·'rL t ed from re 

cci.vi•1'"" ~" nnds ~"-ro•" obroad, ancl in od<l:"ti n.,., t o t'1at t 1'c o~~anisation 
t ,,,.,t n 8 s been ,.,~,.,,ct cd '1y nll t ,e Sout' -::-~ica.-1 cros~-border rajds , by 
t ''C' :>~~nss:Lnations o.r re:>resent o t ives and ot 1.or lc~dcrc: , has been t he 
- :T c 0 



ISAACS . P.AG, Jl. 

I . I. L-, t erna t · onall:· ; -"' ono looks a t t he Fnit od :::>tnt 0c:, -"'or instancE', ··n 
1982 the Senat e "'Ub-co uni. ttee on t he secur : t y and int ellir,cnco cond 
yo1:t ':nou, conduct C'< on · nv~"' t i";ation · nto t' lC J"'TC ' c: conL'll mist J · nks 

J . F . 

T • I . 

J . F . 

and Sovie t in....,lu<:>ncc - t ,C' 1 9°1) nnti- apart heic' .Act in t' ·.., cotm t ry also 
hnd n provic;; on f'or r.onr;r~"'"'S to cone' ur. t nn :i""'V~"'"'ticn.tion and e>res,.,-., t a 
rcrort on t '10 n llc n;ecl influence o.r t ile Comm '1 • '""t Party ::md t 1e Sov i '"'t 
1Jnion in t'1e Arc . 

Ev<'.r. !' po·~espcr ... ')TJ c: "'or t he S t a t e Depnrtmr-n t ~c:>ent edly s t a t e<' t ha t t' y 
>vnntne t o en·tc.,.... · -., t o a dialo.o-uc with ·tl,e ··rc ,.· t h t'1c vic,., t o crent ·., 
a spJ. ·t be t \ ecn t' .J ""n-co l""d n a t ion.-.li"' t s and the coirJlunis t s , c:o t 1 2 t 
on~"' c::ces t 1o t tlv'r£' i"' a very , very dcf' · ni·t ~"' c-"-"ort )on t 1 c part of t bc 
So•J.t b A.Lricnn c;ovcrnmon t, on t l1c p:-~rt o "' coP"'"rvQt·vef' in t he Wes t, \ t o 
des t roy t h0 poJ.it ic:1.l t endency t hat ·"' rc:1rcscn t cd by t he .ANC bot h in
t ernnt ionolly and in Sout h Africa . 

, t ~- · t; h:in1~ t l"'o t · t · s •1ot - it i.f' no t ~n ... t "'::-~:~, t ,_,P Sout1 A ... .,... . cqn 
.;overnmcn t o ... •iCll <'\C1 lc"" t ern r.ovE'rnJ110nts l;' e t he T•n··ted S t a t s - ;t 
is a l so ritl~:in :i.r.dopenr'r!n t A.frica. - t 1"' 0'1l:r rc"son F'1y t 1r> OAU , for 
ins t nncc , con t :inU"S t o l cnrnicn tl e f' ''; "" t ence of t l e PAC as ::-~ nat;onnl 
l iberat ion moVP"1~"''1t is ·,"C"'':tse o " t he concern runonc<: t vr> --y mnny o-"' t 1 n 
conscrvn t iv'"' .A'".,...i.c~.., f'I'OV~'~T'lcnts n ' out t "l1e ,.,llcccd Sov · f' t inf'l uence in 
t he Arc , and)I think t 1 n t I can "'OY t'w t very, very con:2 · dently bec ... uc:c 
I ' ve been in t',c J.r.- crsh · p o" t l,e PAC, I ' ve been involved in di<:cus"' 
ions •. ; t 1 renrr- c:: en t a t · v s of' t, ese Af'ricnn "'overnMcnt::: o t all level"', 
I ' vc be en involved in mee t incs of' t" e OAU o.t aJ l J evcJ.c . 

Tllere is o GenE',....,, o.w;>reness ldt hin t he OA:J, )Ut r.lo:;.~e part icu nrly am
oncs t t lw "'1~ontl ·,, ,... s t :-~ t es , t hat t he PAC is not invo l ved in on y OJ."''Ded 
s t rt [""; o , t 1 .., t :'t 'oef' not r>vcn llave t he cnn.-.c:i. t y t o inf':U. t ro t e i t s 
li t eratL rf' · '1 t o t 1 c co·mt .....-.~ , l t --.lone in:fiJ t ~-, te r.1cn ::l!ld mn t eriols 
in t o t'1e co..mt~·, ~ut t hc•r cont;n qe t o l.~cco ,, ' "'0. t 'w p_ C .,c: '\ liberat
ion movement :::~:r.d prov · d,__ SU!>po:::-t, and t '1c reo.c: 1 ·ror t l a t ; c: bccnuse 
of t heir concerns n':>out Soviet inf'lur->nce in t'1c A:. C. 

~D OF SIDr T 10. 

. ... lenve you n_.---}c l;' le n C, but , . r> "'(' r'i.d - t>V'1C'rc- ore yo·, n lie,,ed a t 
t lli f' s t o.c;c - yon. le·ft t he 'PAC :in ' 0 '>? 

Yes , I - I l0·::'t t',c T).:\C ·n - ;n 198.., - · t t , · s 1 art .; c-11lar poin t I ho.vo 
no t joi'1C any - any ....,art ; c- 1lar orc<''1 · .,.,t; 1. - t'Jc )n"' i. t ion t bat I put 
fort h i ... t nt .ro ,res"'ive "'orces in t crnat' n::-olJ.y " .. Fc 1 as t he m3c:c: o"' 
pooplc :' 1 t' e country m J."' t c:upport t 1oc:0 •l''o :-~re -~"'.~',tint:, and t hoc::e 
Fho arc -"·· htinc at t his T"lc:trt icul or t :i.mn '"'re t'1e r;r, F 1

.; c-'1 is lvan;inr, 
a poli t · cal s t rt cr;lc i.n t he coun t ry nnc1 e~ <?:X trcmcly cl:i "-f'i cql t condi t
ions and thn Arc, ,. 1ich i<: alf'o "Iva ·:in,n; an ornod s t r• ~--;lc unclr>r ver;r , 
very di" icul.t cone it · ons . 

So you ' r" not ,-,l_ i ....,C'c1 )'lt you )A]·· cv"" (?' your c:t,-,temcnt n t t 1a t level, 
,._nic'l seems to be "unpn~tiYc of t l'e A·r? 
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I - I ' rt sup_:->ort ivc o "' t he A TC and 1 1n t t' oy '"'""8 doin{" , ,•o·· c , , 1 ike T 

said , h,...s 1een a t 1~"'Jwn<lous job undC"r PqPally very , very difficult 
condi t · ons nne circumc: t ancP"' , bo t h :i.n t er:n,.,lly m1cl i.n t ern..., t·· on a l y . 

Are you - 1·oul.(' you join th<' AJ·c , woulc' you c'1an .... f' t' , t po.,...; t ' on of 
non - nl·' r~n·1en t o~~ c: thnt no t on t he '1or · ..,.on ,... t ::~11 - ' ave y ruled 
t hat OL1.t? 

Uell , ~ , 'l.Ve no t - I 'l:"IVC not ruled t'l"'t o· t, but nt tJ1i~ ptlrti<' ] ,.....,.., 
po:i.n t T t i..~vo 1vcd i.n sr>v<'ral - SPvcral project s •··'1017" ind<'pEmd<'n<'e I 
c'0 no t ··n.nt t o jeopr-n~c' Lsc , but at t he C:;J!le time I thln- 1a1 r- .;t v~"r~· 
• 1 mrt :-n t, yoll. k:no>\f, :for"' perc:on 1 ' 1-c myscl"' to vnry , vr-r~- cl.0arly 
di c:ociatc my"'clr :from nny rcnctionary t o,., ,,..,,.,<'.;.e!" j" t' c 1 '') r'l t ion 
s t rur·cJ.e , and ..,.. c0rt;Ji11ly believe t lln t "lt t'•.;"' 1" r t · r•,l nr noin t t he Pii.C 
re~l.~e<>cnt c: not just n. rcact ionn.ry tl"mdcnc.{ !Jut a. d< '1 •• "' OL1.S t endency for 
t he 1·· ber..,tion s t~uc.:;lo . 

"Ton-r:'lcialism, hou 'o you - hm\' did you s t nn' on i t, i.f you could st·m 
up yot -~ poli tical dcvclopm"nt - ho1r di{ yo• ""t::md on ·L t :from t "lP late 
' GO<> t'n~ot" t o t'1c '1resen t "n 1 ho'" did ::o chnn e over t 1nt t · ("> and 
1·hor0 does t l a t leave yo•:t n ? 

Vell , I thin'- t'•nt throu""' o•:tt I ' v<' _..,.;ntained a very , very s t eadfas t 
ryosi. t ion o" non-~ncialism as t he ,,lt · 1at 0 nolit ic"'l objective in S0 , t· 
Africa - I 1 "~V"" not c an ;cd t a t : c • t·· on ..., t .,lJ - ins is t ine - ins; c: t
in..; 01 :'),~o,dc1 .;n; our o'm lendcr~hip in pl'r:=·,..: t o:f t1..,t object ive wac: 
not - lvas not a reject ion of t he ,.,., · nci,., e o_,., non-rn~" l "" 1.ism - I - I 
t hink t l ou.:;'1 , t',at i t lvns importnnt .£'o:-o \.1"" to - ·for lS t o s t rP"'E' t ha t 
posit ion "'i.ncc - f'ince t hPn t he _::1oJ; t·i r~l c:ircumstnnces ,vi t hin t l c 
conn t ry have chan ;P< t o t"tc ext en t t 1 a t :.r: t'·inl~ 'lacl'" pc>onle :in C"out h 
A:friea can vnry, very conriclent ly <'cal - deal Hith 1vhntcvcr level o:f 
polit ical art icipat j on t ere i."' by P 11i t,...., in t' (' libr>-r.,t i.on s t rugglP. 
I do not t'1i.n'· that t" a t is or sho ulc be nr. ;_!:"' ,n n t ... 11 . 

And I t '1ink t 11:' t i·"' one 'vere t o lool· o t t 1 e nr;um<>n t t l n t i<> 1t -rort 1 

by very nany pconln - •roll, no t very man~- P"'Oplr> hu t by t hf' P'C , "'or 
instance , t 'l::lt t''e 1.,"""')1';' ·· "' dominat <=d 'y •·•11i.tes - I mean it ' c: "1 1')solut c 
tra"' ... l - .: "' one J.oo' s at n l l t l-1e ,-,-N'" • J • n t ro 1 or"'ani<>ntions ,. i t l i.n t he L"'DF 
th(">y arc ...., ,1 orn;,...nic:n.t ' ons t he mn..;or 't • "-" ···1,osc mcmbC'rs ..... ~(' 'llack - if' 
one loo'·c a t t he ovc~~a.l number<> 1··-i t '.; '\ t'•n T!DF , yo ,.,....,, .. , o-r t he cst 
im:'ltcd 300 menbc:;.~f' , )"Oll '::no,.,. , belen ; , , t o "'ome 700 -'-l _,.,,...crNl t orc;nnis 
a t ions , tl'e IDF is a pr~"dominantly :..l ..... c'· orc;anic:ut i..on , so t 'wt t ha t 
orcumf'nt ··_s - ~·o· ':no1v-, is - i.e: juc:t really not only in - inval:i d - I 
tld.nl'" it s ju"' t ... ]."'o di~110ncs t. 

Jl•('n yo11 <"'..,.;r, t l"at .. <' have t o worry abot t -it bocom · n,.,. a i'nt ur· T"TIT~, 

r o yo L t 1 .;nl- t' v•rc ' s) nlrca<ly somo pcnct~o t · on, s omP ·o.,..., · in t "J,-q t ni r 
ection .::'ro •.• tl,c renct i..onn.ry forces - ' don 't lmo1• ··"' · t •mpld 1 P t 1 c 
CD\ or 'l""" t crn .::;ov0rn!'!lcn t s loo ·inr ~"' o~~ :1n ~lt ciTJ.at ivc - 'o you t hink 
thnt ' r alreac'y 1<1~ lCn.;n,... or is t'lat - t hen l ~ t 11 f> • "'rican Aml"'ricon 
I abour Cent·~e 't" .; r.":l t~1E"rc }we: bC~"n c:o "' ,..., ... ..,, r , ')1 n!Jout t o tb"' :·tPnt 
tl ,.., t 'lS in Sout'1 \.fric~ • on ' t d('\;:1 1 ~.;it' t ' 0. 1 mai.nl~r - t 1erP ic: CUSA 
1"10 ;n i'1 one direction' coq TTT moYin "'; in t'J(' ot'lC .... , one s VCr'.f pro 
( • ••• • • •• • ) for t e 'Hec:t ::-~.nd t l e o t l er '•as rc:f t o c ICITU - i cz i t 
somct'1inc· you ' d c:ay co1ld happen and :,ro·· c1on 1 t >linn t t; o m.,'<c :1ny charge"' 
no,·· 0.,.., cl) you t 1i.n1~ t'wre · s a 1 reorly sor:10 t l1in" ~oinc on ·' n t 1at d:i r 
P.C t iol"'? 

~o , t 1JCrC' - 1;11P~e cPrta·'nly is "'omct'1in.::; r.-oinc on in t 1at di -rcction 
rie_ht . no1·.". - ;·P o_n"'. lo_ok"' n t t he US.AIJ? proc~~~nme, for ;nstancc, the 
pr:L.nr.J.!:J::-~.1. bene·""., c.,,.,.,., C"' oi' USAID a""s:L.~ t n•1cc r.1nvn no t been UDF o::.£'; J iate~. 
£or :in"'t::tncc , n!'ld :: t'"~inl" t hat t l1is 1v<'S bo"'t "'1ffiiDC'1 up by a rcrr.ar'< t h .... t 
,vo"' q •otccl :in "',., ,rtic c in t he Loc: ~ncC' <'c 'l'i_.-.ec: in l<.To~-r> h,.,"' o-~" 1 9~6 
by :' pr J\.:'"'11 o ,...,...; ,... ' .... ,_ ,.,., en 10 "'ni..d very c 1 c~rl" t a t t he l"S does not ,.;ant 
to Gr nntc anot11Pr .,..., ,, n;,...r · .., or B..,c: t Gerl~"ny ' n So•1t , Af"~.; ,.., ~n -1 t 11en ~m
pl:i.cd that it t' <' provic:ion o.f nc;c:ic: t ~.,.,c" to blac< Sout'l "'·"' ' cq;ns ;i.n 

) . t . t. t' t \ t lle count~y they 1vero not J'I'Ol..n[; t o "'t•ppor orcanJ.sa Jonc: ..., or~ . •• 
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• • • • 'L~" ;,:(' ' l .; a t es o-r or('l'anisat ' ons t '1at t " o 1:3 
f l ucnced by t "~C .AFC . 

PAGF. JJ • 

erceived to be in -

Fas 1ovinr; t opnrdc:: t he A ~c and "i '"' tl·~t •. ,,,y 1 c •·· l l ed t ~m - do 
you <"~Cccpt t llat ? 

ve ll, I ' '10' l d no t say t p::~ t ho 1.;a c:: mov · n ~ t ,.,ilnr l s t e .AFC , but a t t ht" 
t i111e t 1at he p as 1· ·llcrV, for in s t ance , -. -;· ,., ... ::-c:: vor'<in -; - 1: m0nn i t ' s 
,.,e l l , ;.no1m Hi t • -i n BC novcment c ircleo:: t' ->t he 1vns l ·or1cinr; for t 10 · n
i t y o:f' al l t 1" nrogr "f' i.VC r c sis t nncc f'orccs in t ' r- ('() 1n t ry , and t ha t 
i n clutlcd t le> .\''1 C , •·no '"' c - ..rho c:: e ryrinwcy in t' JC l'' cra t·' on s t ruc-el e 1c 
r.cco ;n i sed. 4 

Yon 1 ~ve a 1\·ny of c::ru-11arisin c; t he s 1 ..; "t in a way t ha t ns :i n t cll e ct ·u:tl -
i t makf's s ensc nne i t so lmds c;o od and yo td v c loved Fi t h i t , but do yo 11 

Forry or do you t l•inl· t ,<1 t t here may ba t'1os'"' uho caMe out of' BC iv11o 
jt c::t somehov 1 r v r- - may,,.. i t ' s tl c r omnn t jc cnot~onnl a~1o c::t- it ' ~ n or 
r" '"' l J-.· t, " '"'n t.:_,.',it · sm but the .,...~"' ' "' juc:: t sonc t l1inc t '1crc v ere t 1 e y 
c,...n ' t •nov'"' .: .., t,_ a t d·' r0ct :ion an rl t 1 '"'Y come "" i·'"i t b all ,_ ' ndc: o r -i riP a s 
o " .:. -"'ric an uo1.,l·inc cla.s'" l c[lder ship - or no , j.t co lcln ' t be -"'-ri e- -m 
because ~ath"' Coonp-r S ' lT)"'>,.,rt " ·it, ')tl.t l· ' r.rl o ,.... ro ,,,inc; clac::s ,.e ..... P o-., v -
t 1Cr"' ' "' ll I· ' nc C' o ,.... • ·orr..., - t here i. e: n. ~csi~ tnnc<:> , t he ,c :i c;o t 11E' c-nn 
spirnc.· t ht"ory o ··1nt arc t'1cc: e 1\'h:i.t c"' doin..,. - t here ' Q c::oJ ,.. t -..., ..: n...; t '~- a t 
somehon 11rcvon tc:: "'Orle 100 l e '' ,o com0 "-,oM , .·ere yo 1. came "rv:n t o rnov
in...,. t o •··hc,e -:;·o " ~r" , o.nd ivhcre do yo t - ··',:-~ t < o yoL' t 1 in· t hat .; c:, or 
do you ju-= t t hin' ;. i. t ' s no t i..rort h dif'C' ssinr;, do yo·, t h ' n· i t ' s f'Pc, a 
c: mo lJ ';t1orit y , but I t l·· nl· of' t 11e Sat' ·s Coopers , t c cqrrent l r- ,.. rle -r-
c::hip ,., ,.... 'ZAPO , AZAf'!TTT 1cl t he cu~'\c nnd ~ t ' s - 1o1 · do yon expl nin t 11at-
:Lr '"'O 1e 1 d:· •·•oul c say t o yot, : ., 1t no t c·..rp-~yonn ' n Sent 1 A r:i.cn f' C"P l s 
t he same "t.;ny as you clo - t here nrc l)lrc'- "' ullo don ' t accept •h -i.t ec: j n
voJ.v ed ·· n t 11e movf>m<'n t"' nr t'1 cy don ' t 1 -i' -c t'1c t cr: • no'1- ~"'[)C .; '1 1.ic:m 
t hey _,.,0:..-t"'l' t ·for cnt·- r .... cism - do ynn ;:,.,.t sa:.· : .11~ , ' t t c: :-, t-i ny min 
orit y ·-i t h no base - or do you say : ..,... t , ..,_ rort b n.n~ :·"' ·n : , -it come c: 
-from t •,.; ., ? 

I t is ,.,.ort h - -it ; ., "tiOrt h a n alyc: :i.n cr becn' "'"" , 1 ' ·e I flaid , 'ec;,uc:e o:f 
t he danc;,..rs t" n.t t 1 

' '"' C div:i c: ion s pre~ent -"n .... t ' e li.1ern.t ion <> t rt,.'3"{';1E' , 
anc I t 't:i...."11

" t h..., t , yo·· kno' v, I 1 v0 a ttempt " ' to - t o onnly!=:e jus t one -
juc: t on,. "'Uch .... E" • 1cn t t hn t t he UD • ·· "' dom ' nat0d 'Y ,.,,, .. t ee: , you kno1..r -
·i t clearly if' no t - s i 1·· larly , or ins t a·, co , if' one> 'lCre t o lo 1r ,., t 
t 1 e rr 'llTICn t t '1at l"~ n t " ~"th by 'Z nc 1 .,ci0rc: a t t 11C t ime t' ..., t Tpc] 

Fenne<y visitPd "out · 'frir i..n Jan,ory ,.., .,., 19,..,5 , [111C I flisc·1sscd , ·i t l 
vf'ry 11::u1y fZ.t\PO le,.,der::: - t ' "Y a r {"'lCd t ',..-• t ':'ec' Ynnn"'dy 1..ras rcpresen t 
a t i 7 0 " "' u:; impcr"i.., lism 0 .... 'llonopoly C"' ' ' t '11·' si'l - t l cy were t 1f'T) 1Pmon
s t r:"~ t i.n";, ..... s t ' "'Y S"ic, t ,tcir oppoc-:i t i0n t o US l'tononoly capit nl-ic: 1 . 

But t l C'n C:'lr-o::: t er Croc1·C'r hns be(;'n f J.y ' n • ,., nnd ott of' Sout '1 Af'rica 
lit erally every tuo '0e s since l 98l , ..... nd . ZAPO nt no s t a,;e s t a"'P 1 any 
demons t rat ion n r;aiu s t C'w., t er C ""0c-'·0r , ··f o uns rcnres en t a t i ve , o r ..... 
rE"pr(;'scn t nti- ·C' o:f t 'l" ncn. an ac1 , · , · s t rat.; on, •'·i~'l ·· n t urn is r epre s 
en tat ive of unbric' J.nd rs on opo l )- conit_., l .; "' 1, c: o I t 1·in1· t lwt F....,en 0ne 
beeins t o nnal .'!O:c -=::one o t he argumen t ::; a..."'<' "'O no o " t" e act · on~ t ' ere 
.i.e: rC'ally no in t Pllcc t 1 nl ':1asis .for t •,,... TlO"' i t ions thnt nre pnt " o.,. t h , 
or even a'1Y · c1 eolo,.,. · "n.l ':>"S cs , but t l ey are · ~"' ed on a sent iMen t on on(;' 
level nnd t l,e se~onc · ., jt s t n , I c:uppoc:o , pro' )ai>J.y a personal or per
sonalit y di ",....erenccs t n t - t hn t , you 1:r.o· · , indiv:idu::~l" 1ni.n t ain for -
for t he · r on1 pnrt·· ct lar reac:onc: . 
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So yop don ' t "'e£'- you road t he"'E" ~rt'clc"' v "at ric1 • I~ur~nco and T ' 
snrc en·· a in o r·m 1 <: •r'tin in ri t~ · n · ~ t e n.n t'-Ln' ou ( • •.• • . 
• • • • • ) >ape~ or ·r at£'V£'r , 'ntt you E" t t 0 c art i.cle~ sny · n - and T et 
··t .,. t "'Pl"or:' ""' ;' er€' eo'"llc ~~y to 10 , ~nd T t not '\"f'l1 puc: in any l ' np 
lnt '10CLIL1SO ~ , ,1. t; -.1'~ n' out t'le ~'lP ort -for !?">I' t 11p ' ll "'3) Tou rno'\r, 
t '·er"' ' s a J ') t o" "'L'n'"lort mdexnont h in Sout 1 A "rice -~"'or Af'r·· C''"'n isn ann 
don ' t w·r L t (' ' !; o·"f', ·mrl l ook a t t bis nion and 
t hi"' '""UY is a .. ~-r·c~n·st and t l,::t t ' ~, ·c 1 ··1 :-1nc' n 11 t'Jnt, nnd t hey ' l 
say: You c1 on 1 t ':"110'\·, yot 'rna,·, I ' ve c: t •1d ' ec:' Sol t ll "r'ca for 50 yc"'r" , 
all t losc •.rh ' t "'s (?) nne t here ic n s!'n t iH'nt o A "r · c.,ni<~M t ha t rune 
cl£'ep nn< it 1 c: oin t o ri"' e aeain an< I ' ""' •;r~o~ , t 1·£"~· say t o me, in not 
sQcin[" ns " "ore" o" t~e "'utire - hol-.r do ·o·1 "1""··cr t' a t? 

.. 
t,... ll, .;r nc J. 0\1(' f'\X:l,;11('S t he iclcoJ.,..,;l ""l ben t 0~ t'1 0fH' '\vlO 

:fort' t• --t ::tr umnn t - ar.d .,... c? not t l;_;!-n'~ t• n:t t hey o. ... ~c ~uc: t nn..,i;)c::ed 
jou·:-n--li.,. t s - t 1'"'ro .·., a very - very(stron(" · 'c>o1oc;·cal con 1it mcn t on 
t ""'"'ir art, and t• a_.t -ide~ logical cor 1·· t .,..,..,t ·,.. ,.,..,,... n:(' anti- co!llMunic:'Jl , 
:r · r::;t ~md "o{ei'lOPt,) an< _Jhcy "(>C t'1o po'"' ·t..:. n t' t i.-: "1l1t :fort 1 by t e 
-w'" ~~ ">cine - a " bei\} nne t };la t u ' ll lt · --. t eJ..~~ load to t 1€ "'"'c-r>nQ.
ancy o·r t he commnni ... t t end - or socinl ' c t t on'cncy in Sout 11 \ " ~ ' "'1 • 

T1~Pr" is no do·•'J t t h" t AJ:r · <''"'ni"m 1 :J" a. lon"' li,.. t or ~ -in Sollt h " ~""' C'1 1 -

;t d., t e"' ~rk t o "' ay , t' e - nuJno'\· , t 'r- ·"' '.re t Mnn '""'"' t a t' ons o'"' i t 
avin · QCJJ: t',p C'ncr. en co o" t' r •·" 't' ' ,.., ,.· "'D.· c:• o "' t he in< E:'nPndcn t 

c 1u~~c1,C's. _ "P ·t , . .,s or y coay, -in - 'n t' c late - or in t he J.--tP 1 I' co an( 
e~rly ' 70s • it'1 t h<' 'C mov" 1ent t' , t i.t 'lP.r.nMC' n !"Ort of' n de .;n.,nt 
polit icAl tendcnc:", 

T'!nt T dn no t t'~-in'· t hnt one can are;ue r 1 ,..., t no r t 1r\t :it is n c:trong 
irleolo6i.C81- .; t is a ... tron~ idpoJoeicnl ~o-£" -it m~y be -it .,Y hr 
Jatnnt, hut "' t'i.n1

• t 1at ,.,.hat la"' hn•"~pcned i"' t 1at t he A~C has ct-ren!?;
t hened 't s poc: ..:t ion t o c:~<'~ .,n ex t en t t " t 't - i t i.s - i t is - i t i.a 
likely to b t 10 r'o · nant "'0 "'CC i.n t he 11 crat in 1 "' t 't"U-"'[';le for ,._rcll 
in t o tl,e t t t-re,-·nl cos t'e Sout h f'r·· con rerri f' t -- 1 ·c snc c: t ronrr meaa 
urPS t o - t o crus'1 t ; e Af C: o;~ ternnlly 3l'lcl th UL_" -rorcec: in t ern~ 11_.·, 
and rqunl y c:tron ffi03"'llt"C"' to rC'!'l'lSC; t ::J tl" ~nt i.-A"t..•c , an ti.-t ...... .., 4"orr-P<= 9 

and ~I tllin'~ t l,,... t to SOI'1£" ext en t t h:1t ha'"' n l~£",..,c1y h:-1pp,...ncd: - the South 
Afric~ ovcrnP""cm t 11:--~ C<'rt n ·-n ;· cracl <'rl do'\rt1 on t 1c TTDF nn 4 ' C and 
not on, yo•· '·nou, tl o nn ros 1 n po 1 i t' cnl ten 'r-nc·e..,, and 'ntc:rna t ion 
~lly t ''"r"' is alrcnd~,. t ' P evidence of' nrt · cul::-t ly ·trcstf'\J."'''l interven t ion 
to - to revivP --l t ,... :n· t '"m"' t o t 11e Arc . 

T can r·1c erc::t~md uH'n ""OU. - maybe I uas actT-.lly ··r0n,_; in loac inc t he 
<IPc;.tion - c:n.,...r>, '\-IC ,.,, r vhy Pat ricl" Ln"rencn or •·hntcvPr '\·•n••1 ·1 do t hnt-
not to l:nock '.; , ry-.rt' r- tJ.arly bccnnc: r 11"' c'occ:: c:om" "' s tn '"'" ( •••• • . 
• • • . • ' but ,.,,O'"'V<'r l'"'' rs t ha t •··it'1 SllC', V~"h0 '<'ncn ,.r> cQn c:ec ..rllere 
t hf"'~rt - ..... co'Tiine -"~o u' en t '--.ey 1re ,.,hit e nnc'l , .• <'n th v t ·~.-- :forcic;n , but 
>·:her:!. :ou '1ea.r t110 )rcc: · dent o:f Cl.SA, 'Z.lG'P 'en .~·e~-t corn youn, 
s t n.d.--nt >·;ho 1 "' '" t udy ·ne in t he S t a t ec: , .• o von , • t come across ve:.ry 
pasc-iona.tely pus·tinc; t"1is linf"', uhic ·"' ~nt '- ~ ' nnd an t i - A:"'C , b•1t 
pe:::-J nn~ :nor0 con'"'tructi v01 y t o ("Xaninr c ~~0 1··hat th(> ~· see as A-fric::-tn -
i ct - •lh~"'rC do yo" c:: CO t l,._ t en lin~ 0 n t 0:::.:' - i 11 "'()llCOn'"' ic: t oo ne1v a t 
i t or too- ttl::rybc it aroc<' - 1"'"'5 come t' ~nu~•., !""'"'1'"' t 1:inc; b• t we ,.,on ' t 
soy : 0'1, t bat pcrso11 bas 1 on0 bnen invol vcd · t'1 tho • I C or '\-.rhn t evrr 
but 0o }"01' - or do yo 1. say t o me : Too~, t•,;,., · .., a "mall number o~" ..,en 
nJe ; .... 'lfASA in t he Sout hern Trancvnnl •· o ,., ..... cn ' t - nr" not really vr-ry 
; ., 1ort nnt tr, t' 0 ...,.r,.,nd c:c11cme of' t l inr:s - ,..,.~ do yot: <>.Ycr t hink t o ~·our
self' loo'·, ... , "'Tcnry Ic::~ncs , I carne o· t 0 ,.., .,r;, T cr-~n underc:: t and a bit 
,.,P ·r> t llc"'C Y'O'Ile n~C' coninc- "'ror.1 - t ,., . ., .:.'" · nt t •.,n;.r problem is or 
t hi_-= ic: ul a t t hr>; r )£"l1 t i"' or t'1ic: is >v' " t' Jr>y ar£"n 1 t movinr, - T C'1n 1 t 
undr "'"' t nn<l i t rc..,l.J.y , but mnyb<' yon can , and I don 1 t '\-.ran t t o juc t rlic.
m:i.ss ;t . 
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:ro, I don ' t 1vcnt to d "• ··c~ i t eit ,e~ )CC~'1 .... f', yon :no v1 I can - I can 
undcr'"' t ond "t pro'),.-, )ly c::lll"'c , you kno··, = - I a "'O r'c--ul ,., · t h t hem 
lit erally On a day to rl""1y basic:, bt t t1C'n t'1ny "f " Hl rli:f-f.;C' lty ··n- ;n. 
arr:uinr; t1c,j_r no .... i t ion"' 1rit h .,P, becn'f:i<"' ::- 1 ~)10 to rc"• t " cveryt .;n 
t 1"Y say - :Ln tlw "·"no. nnaly•dc \vhat i t -,..,_,at "t r0...,1_1-. r- mcE do1m t o 
is cit lCr '">~r"'OP~., G . ,., ,.... lnnc-ro - you \:no\·', t 1 (' .-ck or C'0n:ficlcnce t l r 
ouch pcrwpco Q- l~cl~ ,... ('')Ti t '"~c t \vith- yo , ]~110\l , u "th •··1 itncz a t :1 per
sona 1 level - 1t h<:> "' E cnn 1 ; "' ~ 1~ t, you 1 ·1 o·· , ryur" - pn.~o .,..ac · ~m , you 
kno•· , [)n t ·" - "lv11it is·n. 

For ins_ t nnce, vcr:: !lln1y of' t be yot.ID"'F~ t P-r"' , you 1 nor , , ., o (Laug1) conf' 
out and, yo·1 1rnoF, p1t for t h t hec:e T)Of'itio.,..,s say : 'fell, you knou, J.vC 

1 '"m ' t Han t t o l·:orl" ui t h th<"c:e "lvhi t <:>f' bcca'l.SO q.l l t hn t t hny wan t ic: t o 
con t rol t he lcarlerr 1 lip of t hcc:c orc;::mic:otion"'. - _f!n<l I f'ny : ell , lool"', 
·.r- you ore c:o :--f'~.- · <, oi' t hat, if' a 1v'li t e activis t comcc: in t 0 t "l<" o:f:fice 
at s".x a . rt., yon ·~l"'c-- s r~" :rotl.g£' t t h<>rc nt five a . t., anc .;,., "'~ 1v11it e 
activis t leaves ~t s · "'< '1 . ~" •, yo l lenvP. ~t "'C'vcn p . r.t . - in c t 1 cr wordc: , 
you uork har or t,.,::u1 0. or c" f> does , and t hr-n in t hat ··•ay you lvould be 
certain that 'C' or shr- cnn ,..., t ;nin control o t l e leadcrsh:i.p o:f t he 
organisation , i·" t' <'t is your -tajor - yon 1~•o·v, your majo::::' concern . 

But t hor0 i~n ' t ~nytl~~ 

when qun~ti nr' ~ 1 ~tt ~ 

o ·f 1v lite d or i ., "\ t -· ""' ,... 
dol·m bncauc:4 !n rc<'ljt.r 

really spcci."ic b£'1causc , 1 " 1 ~c I "'"'~. 1 , "l.v)Jen 
eci:fic oreumcn t s o~ ""lec · .e- · c nlle_;:-~t; ns ~ay , 

ny part icul~r or,·~¥ · "''~t ' lin , t '1e a~ u., n t s brc_>[l' 
i t ic: - you }010F1 " t · .,.. not t' C'r"" • 

DoC'.., t n "r ar~umen t tend to convcree ui t h n n')n-c:oci"l.;c: t or :1n an t i
c:oci<•J · st or on ant "- co n·nis t or nor.-clea.,... "d0o l o ,ica l no·"nt of' · .... ,v, 
do yol' tl 'r.1~ - do yot, t h·".nk t ' OM('"' '\v1 o <1rf" so an t i-l' ite> are ve t '"Illy 
not f'O clear 011 t'' 0 · r socin l ic:: 1? 

1Y'E'll , v0ry many o" them , yes , but ot rs <".,..C or(' politically c:on' i"' 
tica t c' , nne lvhn t t hey ave con(' ·i !'; t o ~ve s m o ,.1 ole - a lv'i-JolE' n,.,.,. 
t heory, yo•.t lmow, "I hicl - •·hich a('"n'Ln · s a c:p'-, "ect :for a r' len.o-t hif' · 
dic:cnc:sion - T can t ,.,e uhole idea o:f rac"al ca "tal "c:!'l - f'" i t a l;c: " c: 
cnpitalicz , you 'moF, s t hey ' ve "'Pl.n ~1 t esn - t l-tec:c 11 ('Oncf''t "' of , 
YO'l 'moF, r~c · nl capitalism - you 1nou, t he ~,liner clnss, and i:f one 
onalys£'c; all the"'~" concepts ve>ry clr>nr1~', ~":"' · n one c:1n .,..,.,:fu t e , you knov: 
all - all the ar~ ~r>n tc: . 

At on0 t · (' ' for inc: t nncf' , t' £' n.,...rru"10n t -,:·ac; t ll"' t \vE'll, t he ~(' cl'-" "me: 
t ha t Sontll A"rica '<" OJ1,f' t n a ll lv'ho l"v(l in "t, bot b l oc<: an 1 •; t e 
now if/, i'or instanc<', on( .,.,... U~""' t }"ln t t A ult "Ma t f' political ob:Pc t ;ve> 
is t o e::;tn lie:,, a sor · nl " "t socie t y or a co'T! tm · s t sociP t y in So• t ., 
Africa , co"'1.'l1tU1i"'...., ~·E'jPcte t '.,c idf>:1 nl privntf' m 1C'r!'"'bip ·· ndthf' P:1nc: 
of nroduc t" on , nne' in fact t 11ern Nould t hron no t be inc";, ir'unl t;tle t o 
land, nnd i" t :-- t "<> tl~ caEP t hen wl:v s'!)llrl t ]P qi'E'"t ' "'· of o-nPC'Sllip 
of' t' e lnnd I C' sue a l"vic:i·un · "'"' v:; "'O t' e noin t t h· t :::.. - I am t ryLn 
to "!1" ce is t hn t I t h " nl~ t herP i"' - t <>rE' · <> need for very M"'TIY of' t hec:e 
iQsues t o be> d"scu"'"'~d nne - an 1 de)atcc, tt 'onefully ll1 sue a m~nne~ 

"re i t cnn be donP l"'1 Cmo tionally, an' I t " n'~ t' ...,t, ;·ou lrnolv , in t bP 
c ~,ci )le o:f stru le in Sout h A f ~ic:-~ t h · c: ·· " - t' · ... i10 not posc::ib le )C -
c,..,,c:.,, you l<no-v , ore inf'l::ut'ed and C'mntinn arou"'ec ond t he 
rli~~rrnncC'c: nrc - n~c oxa ~<:>rAt ~d . 

O'·· I tl ·n c t 1,..., t - it it ' c: a 4,., 't · n t'"'"'' i: '1qt one t h:-~ t is - t ha t i!'; 
n ocC'S"'nry ')ecn c .... v<:>ry nny are f7\ ver ·, v•ry eooc neonle 'Thn c~ pla""r 
o po<>i t i.ve rol0 in t 1n · f>ra t i n t ru n- l e cnn · n .,.,~rt ')P oc:t or) - or 
posc:ibJ.y evC'n , :rou lmo r, si.de t rac' C'rl "nto .... no t en t" .... ,_1 .. re~ct; on<'.,..Y 

role t'1r0t ~b main t nininc- n Vf>',.. E'n t ly f''Tlo t ionnl o ~ c:cnti 0n t :1l a ttnc 
men t t o a ~osition t 1n t in £'"'ct canno t st~n<l np to debnte or - or - or, 
you 1 no't:r,[scrutiny . 



J . F. One af' t q 1E"" t icn - do fO 1. :reme tl)or '" ·· ch ''oo 1 ~ yo 1 fOl"Tld oc:t .. your 
( • ••••• •• • ) f'ro:-'1 ""·~e · rE> or - t he one M""nt · onin n.:s·· s tant·· ~ l·~ ? 

. I . Le t ' "' "'C(' - PPdr- ..... or;y ( ? )of' t he OppressE'cl, that , ·ns t he one ••••.•••• 


