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Interview Zelda

4

JF I can ask you first coz you wanted to get going. Do you mind giving me
a bit of time? Just, you heard the statement that Zelda made about non
racialilsm, about blacks and whites together, is that something that is
new for you? Did you grow up in coming to feel anti white and then chan-
ging Did you go through a stage of being black consciou:T;nti white
at all?
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How did you come to that:

Jonsciousness. How did

its s Until such time

tages.

the umbrella of UDF.

JF And do you think it's useful to.
is it at all useful, do you thin
racial aspect of the struggle?

part

whites alxl nonracialsim?

A Well, maybe you are asking
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You didn't get that

you come

A As I said, a growth...liberation

tha

or how do you feel about somebody

from the days of Black

to that point of view?

struggle is a process of growth. It has

t we are today finding ourselves under
«..do you think that even me asking you
k it's important to talk about the non

r do you think that it's just a minor

you about the role of

for the sake of knowing what is our position

|

within the country of what bthe whites ought to be doing.. But on the
~ther hand I wouldn't totally know whether you are just asking for
interest sake or you are saying to us what will be the whites are doing
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in the struggle of...n future of S.A. of which me at this

moment I haven't no answer for it. The future of S.A. depends on its.e.

o

10w its been liberated.

Is that something that you find that people agree with you about? Do you
ever see black people, maybe young people that you're involved with who
say come on how can you want to work with whites, you know look at what
they have done to us? Do you get that from blacks who say they don't

sort non radialismi

m

Well, non :racialism is an institute that at any given situations in S.A.

- we have people who are BC. We have no room for white constituencies,
I mean. And we have people who say men we can. There is still room.

And do you feel that it's important...I'm just wondering if you ever had
encounters with people who say leook, I just can't support that; I just
can't see how you can work with whites? Do you try to argue that? Have
you had any kand of interaction or have you seen younger people grow

and change their point of view in this regard?’

Yesy we insist on that that every...the base, the foundation of our
struggle is really to identify ourselves as black people and growing as
a nation and then as we say when we have kind o .reached a certain
stage we see the room of that..it's not something we can blanket that we
can..l don't know how to express myself but you grow to accept that

whites are there, some of them there for life and they are part of S.A.

But as I say it will depend on those peoples own attitudes to whats what
they are actually fighting for with us. Myabe if I can divert your ques-
tion and say .are they fighting for one party government or something

of that nature; it will come from them really whether they accept what

we are fighting from them. Like the Freedom Charter. That is our

vision and our goal, for S.A.
Where were you born and what year?
I was born in '35 in Petersburg and grew up in Soweto.

And if you don't want to answer this you don't have to: I'm interested

to know did your court case change things for you? Did you find that

people in your church or people around you treated you at all differently
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No, not so much. I don't know what my church is thinking much. Thats
very supportive but it was supportive throughout my trial I must say
that., And maybe in my own community I guess, speak up about my own
community with the sisters that's who I'm living with, I found them so

much grown up in awareness of their situation in S.A. that anything

happening to me now I think they are part of me.

S0 through the trial they grew alsof

Did you expect to get a sentence? Were you worried about that? Did you

get a sense that you really had to si
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getting a harsh
sentence? Or didn't you think about it?

No, I didn't even think about it, really. I..as I always say it's part
and parcel of being what you are in understanding of what you are...
vowed your life for as a nun you know. It's a break away..in fact it's
a guite a break away from double personalities of being traditionally

trained and being relevant to what it is happening today in S.A.

Alright thanksa lot,.

Now in our struggle for non racial demaracy lead by the working class

is the strongest force, the leading force in our struggle for a national
democ...democracy. We need all the support we get. And I would..I

feel personally that there is room for whites in our struggle. The

problem lies in realising those objectives.

What does non racialism mean in S.A.7 HNow we understand that for
whites who have always been in a superior position, they have always
been the masters, to now make a complete about turn and say we are
part of you, we have the same objectives and we want to achieve that,
is difficultj and at times we do find that whites want to take over,
they want to play a leading role but I think it's up to the oppressed
majority to dictate the terms and I strongly feel that we have whites
that have made outstanding contributions to our struggle; that have
made lots of sacrifices. There are examples of that, I don't need to

mention it but we do have..at times there are indications of whites

dominating this seene. But it's up to the progressive forces, the

Progressive movement to jump in and say look, this should be your role.
181
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Now I can understand the frustrations of whites in playing a supporta-
tive role,being in the background, doing research etec. It is frustra-
ting, they want to get out and say we are here, this is what we want to
do but I think it's a matter of strategies and tactics and for eg. there
are lots of issues that whites can get involved in. And it's not always
an easy task. It's not always easy to convince the oppressor that they
are wrong and it's probably the most difficult task if you say that
their task gould be to mobilise whites - how exactly do you go about
that? You are shunned at every corner you turn around and it's very
temting for them to want to go and organise and mobilise the oppressed

communities but that is our task.

The black South Africans to do that. So I would say that we believe in
the non racial democratic S.A.~that is what we are fighting for; those

are the principals al ong which we organise.

I do admit that there are problems at times in trying to realise our
objectives and that it is difficult for whites to play the supportive

role, But I think just to sum up, that it is the task of the ocppressed

Would you ever have made a statement like that five years ago?

Definitely not. I think the basis of.for blacks, the basis of the in-
volvment are elementary consciousness or political awareness is that
of black consci ousness but I think that going beyond that at a higher
stage, or higher level of consciousness, which I would like to believe
e are at at this stage in our..in S.A. and I think that is probably
seen through the support for the UDF. There are people who have...are
still at the level of BC who would say there is no room for whites.

But fortunately at this stage they are in the minority.

A

The UDF in S.A. is today a household name and people know...knowing
what the Front is all about, that it allows for whites to participate.
There are lots of white organisations like Black S8ash for eg. It is
largely..organises in the white constituencies that are affiliated and

people do not have problems with that.

I guess (ja?) what I'm interested in is it seems a bit easy to say
well, we move past BC and I'm interested to know how you...why you

said you wouldn't have said that five years agayhow you could say it

now. J1'm alsSOsee
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How you make that move. It's very difficult actually. I think its

very difficult to distinguish between the two. But I mean to experience
personally my belief is the oppressor is the main educator of the people.
I mean you find everybody is..from the black oppressed people they first
eeel mean thier first feeling is we are oppressed and who is oppressing
us? The whites are oppressing us and that's a kind of feeling that's
implanted into everybody especially the people who are in not..who are

not in organisations.

-

And then I think for me I only started to outgrow that when I joined the
organisation and then realised, being politicised by the seniors, that
no, there are some other whites who are also oppressed because of their
situation we are living under in S.A. So these whites would like to
take part in a..our struggle and then if we have got an attitude of
saying we are the only people who are oppressed as black, right we are
oppressed as blacks but becase of the...I mean the whites would like to

participate too, to solve their situation.

And because there is a lot they can do in their communities, I mean more
o L

Wil

than researching and that and that and information but there is a lot they
can do to contribute to our struggle in their own communities. Like not
even going out by starting from their own homes, because this is happen-
ing; in fact freguently like you'll find a white woman who is involved
outside but when you go and visit her you'll find that she's doing the
very same thing that she is preaching outside, like people mustn't be
exploited but she has got a maid; she doesn't recognise this maid as a
person who is oppressed, that she's preaching about outside her home; so

from there I think they can start from their own homes, into their own

communities and then into the broad struggle.

I think that that would help our...their contribution would help our

struggle, very much.

JF I'm interested in any story you can tell me: Have you ever confronted

and said hey, how can you be like this when you're oppres-

or have you ever had any experience like that?

We go through that experience every day. As 1 say the problem is reali-
sing those objectives. Gsometimes, quite often whites do over step the
mark and as I said because they are used to being the masters they feel
that it is their right to..or just..should be in front. nhey should
aotually be telling say for eg. they are involved in research so get white
raneaianan getting together and writing stories about black woman without even

»:‘.71
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the mark. And it's very difficult for them to

n't actually worked through that. Also more
got class consciousness to identify thos
thelir role is. 1

through thoroughly what

don't think as yet or that I know of where whites actually got tqether

and worked through what
even involved in non rac
assumptions about how wh
But actually how they ca
JF Can you both tell me a b
h ; in
A Ck. I was bworn,in

uatters N
between Nyanga and Gugul
JF You know I spent a long
grew up in a mixed area
thing that affects your

River then all African?

A No, Elsies R was a mixed
JF Do you remember as a 1lit
you at all to have grown

have to be in one area?
A Ya, I think it has some

we moved at..before.d. wa

we were schooling togeth
sistersas people who are

‘some of them and the nei
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n realise those aéabjectives in

[Eies River.

exactly thier role as whites should be and how
ial organisations doesn't...we can't just make
ites can go out and organise in black communities.

their organisations.

it for the people I have been...

And then in 1960 I moved Nyanga, the

anga and from 1969 we were moved to Guguletu; so I grew up

etu, Cape Town.

interview with Vester yesterday and she also

and then was moved to Noord’ge® . Is that some-

consciousness; to grow up with..or was Elsies

area even then.
tle girl growing up there? Was that a factor in
up with people of different races and suddenly

affect because I remember when I was young, though

s 10 years old when we went to Nyanga, but already

er and then we were not looking at our coloured

far away. You were living with them in the house

ghbours were schooling

together and everything and
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we usually meet. them in the bus or whatever.

your family, your background? ere your parents

Did they influence you or were they more conser-

Ja. I think from my father's side my father was involved in..in fact he

m Elsies to Nyanga but at the end he was moved

o Nyanga and then in Nyanga...then the ANC was still unbanned and he was

the sports side, like rugby. He was one of the

people who formed the Fly Eagles which were the Youth wing of the ANC

like the rugby and soccer and everything. So in a way he was involved.

your mother

A No, my mother was never e

she is

<y
=

ffectively involved though she understands what
the kind of person who is giving us a lot of
hazppen to me I know she's there to

g he's giving us a lot of support.

So she never would say look, this will get you into jail?

A No, no, no she would never say that.

JF What about when they see
people; do they ever...!

e 3

4

early age when
I bring any white friend
it was different for the

the family itself was no
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you moving wath white people that are not African

jould anyone from your family in years past ever

you doing, you can't trust those people Were

n my family were fortu-
been non racial because I remember from the

organisation, it was a funny thing for them if

or whatever, it wasn't funny for them. But ja

neighbours - they would comment. But at least

problem.

JF And did you go to university or to work or what did you do?
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You have how many :kids?

ana

two kids; a 14year old

longed to an

who

were or the history of

nse
use

we

r &

joined

Wo?

=
Y 5
r-(.‘, -

organisation

na cnen

concerned the only education I

their books and

3

in '76 when
didn't

d %}

from

What prompte

3

then here wa
anymore and

can be

have an

UWO that a

efore I

they were uprising,

then

t

d

=]
IS

then

say, was

about
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non racial

ever a white
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person
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anything about
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all that. But

no, as I
joined UWO., UWO was
wvhen I

ideology really; we were

a womens orga

because of my involvement

involved in, constructively.

cial womens organisation and then I joined and

to check if

a

four year olds

there

are any women organisations.

Can I ask you a bit about where you were born and just the same kind
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Interview : VIV

A I was born in Maitlan and then I think the same year I was born - it
was 1961, we moved to Pointeville which is a cbloured township and

it is where I grew up until Std,8. Since then I have been moving it upe.

I would say that as a child I had a very basic political consciousness
and that was because of the conditions. I could never..l always used

to question my mother why does she have to pay rent every month to the
City Council, who doesn't improve the conditions that every year the
rent goes up? and by the time we say after five years the house has been

paid for, why do we always have to increase the rent?

Those were issues that always puzzled me and my mother in fact cautioned
me and all I remember was that at fourth standard she said I gpuldn't
further my education beyond Std. & because I'm going to land into trouble.

I must say she was gorrect.

Sandard 7 that was in 1976 and our school - I attended Jouﬁfiful High -

it was the first coloured school that came out in boycott and I think

that was the first time I could get vent to my political frustrations

and actually, and to my emotions as well. It was very gut level response.
was extremely emotional about the issue and I can remember singing

P

'Now Azania we will set you free'.

But from there Standard..well I schooled then in Joberg for a few months

and then I came back to C.T. I couldn't attend Bounty High because my

e

subjects changed and I went to ngston High and there I got involved

o
=
O
ctr

her women and we used to just discuss things at that stage I was

to fantasise about

Q.

| very excited about the Chinese Revolution. I use

l going to China one day and stowing away in a boat; those were our dreams.

And fiom there I went to..I matriculated in '69 and we moved (when was
that?) in '79. And I went to university at UWC (Western Cape) and it
was there that I met othe; people who have been involved in the '70s
who came from the unity movement, BC Movement - they awere activily

involved in SASO and the Unity movement. We started having discussions

-

si
on the S.A- struggle, the S.A. reality and then I was exposed to litera-
I

i T

ture and started reading. And I think it was my change from a very
sut level emotional response and identifying with the BC Movement that
sense on an emotional level on campus was a time that I actually had a

chance to work through these issues: What is our S.A. reality .
And in discussing with other people and tracing our history and we looked
at the history of..as being one of a nonracial...struggle and various

people involved in it looked at the ANC and what its aims and abjectives

Liq
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are, We looked at the coloured people organisation and the COD and what
contributions they made. And also the major impact I think that actually
made me change in terms of my ideas and developing ideology was looking
at our histssical roots and tracing back the history of resistance and
seeing where people actually found themselves. Was it only blacks that

were involved - there were coloureds for eg. and Indians and whites.

We found that...people actually were involved in different organisations
and the..what had the greatest impact on me was the Congress Alliance
and also the formation of the Freedom Charter and what it stands for.
ind I think Bdr many of us that now find ourselves in..or that supports
the non racial struggle, non racialism rather in our struggle are people
that would identify with the Freedom Charter as well. I think it goes

side by side.

I would say that...I can understand the feelings of people that claim to
be B C in saying there's no role for whites but I would say that they still

have to go beyond that.

Also just to add in terms of my...family background, in 1983, was 183,

I was detained for 5 months. My parents, mother coming from...she's a
machinist at a clothing factory, my father is a commercial artist and thgy
are seperated. I wasn't staying with either of them, but both my parents
got involved in the Detainees Parents Support Committee and I think that
for my mother was...brought about a complete change in her life.

After my release she said that she'll continue in the Detainees Parents
Support Committee because there are other kids or parents whose children
are still being detained and she feels that as long as people are being
detained, as long as the struggle continues, that is where she'll be.
She also joined the Clothing Workers Union and is actively involved in
the union. In fact quite often I'm surprised she attends more meetings

than I do and I just say in terms of that experience, helped to conscien-

tise my family.

My father is supportive of the struggle but he doesn't see himself getting
involved. But I grew up as one of 6 and the rest of the family, my
brothers and so on they are all involved in the youth..um, students orga-
nisation. And my sister involved in the civiec as well. So I . would

say that that was the conscientising experience Br my family who previously
had been completely apolitical and now that assisted in raising their

level of consciousnesse.

Jist a couple of follow ups. The first school to come out in '76 - first

e cdbured shool you said, was there a racial issue there? People of...some

k76
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people talk about that.

No, we were extremely anti white at that stage and I think it was for
most of us in '76 people had...it was a mems or time that we could act-
ually give vent to our frustrations because things just...I mean lots

of spifioffs after that, or spirallied after that, the events to all
coloured schools, African schools throughout the Western Cape, through-
out the country. And I think that was maybe the first time for us in

my experience, that African and cdoureds stood and expressed a solidarity
and fought side by side. We were blacks and that was it; wasn't colours

Weeeeit was a complete...or we denounced the racial terms completely and

identified with the common cause.

I can remember we were still very ikalistic - we felt that our demands

e, was that we will boycott umil ...

@ﬁntd) we are free and we had those dreams. We thought this is it. Ve
are going to bring about the change, this is the revolution. But also
just on the social level, any white person was the enemy at that stage.

I think you can bear me out, the white person was the enemy. I think
that people, whites in S.A. were very scared. Freviously when you
entered a shop and you...might have been there first at the counter but
if a white person comes in they..the shopkeepers serve the white person
first. Put we found even when we came in last that they wuld ask you
first, can I help you please, and that in itself was a totally different
experience, that now you know we are a forced to be reckoned with. It

gave us a sense of power.

So you said it again in the theoretical way that you read about the
historical, and all that and that helped you move but are there any
incidents you ca?ﬁgggut that you remember in that movement of..when you
said you thought you would boycott until freedom came and very anti
white, through the late '70s and into the '80s that was an example of
you changing so that you weren't anti white. Did you have any contact
with whites who you felt this is different than the anti white or you

know was there any specific you can tell me about?

Ja, I think my first experience of...I've never been involved in organi-

E'S

sations until I went to university and that was in 1980. And then I

joined UWO., 1In fact before it was UWC it was still a steering committee

ARGHIVE FOR JUSTICE
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Interview : UDF

A

and it was United Womens Assocaition, that steering committee and

there were whites invclved in it. But that was at the same time that

we actually discussed those questions and involvesent of whites and it
wasn't...before it was a theoretical experience but until I'd been active-
ly involved with whites I think that...just emphasised or just clarified
things for me.

I would say that..also we went through many experiences like we find

there would be black people who would be opportunistic, white people that
are opportunistic and we do tend to even now, when whites try to play a
dominant role, when they try and personalise issues and project themselves
we focus a lot on that as being a white person that is trying to 'prQ;'ect
hersedf becaunse she's white. But sometimes it is at gut...when I won't

say gut level experience but is sometimes an attitude that one does develop.

Non racialism on one level is still theoretical because in practice as I
say we haven't clarified that. LEven now if you can see our organisations
emerge; while we felt a need at a time for the African people to have a
organisation of feir own, that was the ANC, and the coloured people that
had the Coloured Peoples Congress and the Ind,an people had the Indian
Ccngress. And the whites had their own organisation and quite often we
are asked why is this so0? Why can't we have one organisation, why not
have just one political organisation? But because we can't just go to..
I mean imagine a white person knocking on the door and saying hello aunt
do you have any problems, how will that person respond? How would the
person in Bontiful and Guguletu reupondﬁ%hat ¢ who are you coming to ask
me about my problems or they may respond and say that's very nice but will

tell them all kinds of lies.

That is proved say when we go around with surveys; there was a time with...
when UDF had a signature campaign we went around asking for signatures

from people to sign the UDF declaration. And peoplggg%%pond differently

to whites. And when they asked certain questions, if a survey is done

they would respond differently for other people, hide figures, hide facts

because thgy didn't know who people really are and even just being a mem

ber of an organisation doesn't give you that credentials to just go in and
say ja, I'm from the UDF. People are always suspicious and understandably
80

From your experimce has there been, I've been asking you about whites, but

non racialism also has to do with all the different race groups, maybe it

-
-

wzsn't you yourself coz you grew up in Elses, had Elsgies experimce but are
of Reelig |

mmmanenasa e blacks who still or have, went through a stage, they're black, they're
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Interview: M 2F =
JF Africans and that doesn't include coloureds and Indians and Asians as

s e 3 7 I < -
well? And do you think that's a problem and tThat part of non racialism
to be able to not have to deal with those groups? I mean you talked
about that with '76, but there are people in Soweto who lived in the
™ wou,d . -
[ransvaal who,say those coloureds didn't support us and this kind of

thing.

A Maybe just on that I could relate a little incident. You know we have...
bts of people, especially now, youth organisations are fairly popular.

It's been popular since 1980 and we have in the Western Cape organisation

of youth called the Cape Youth Congress and it has branches in all the

areass in the coloured and African areas. So we

we see each other around and one day we sat onthe train...now
from C.T. to Strandfontein services the coloured and African areas, but

what had happened was a lady was sitting two seats away from me and there
itting next to me. This guy got up, he was coloured, he got
up for an old coloured lady. Colour wasn't the issue; it didn't apr: r

4

as such but the next thing when this coloured chap got up I saw someone
worming himself in and sat down before the lady could sit dan and it was
an African guy. And I...when I looked at him I recognised him as being

involved in the

and I said to him but you shouldn't be doing
this. And then he spoke XYhosa and I understand a little bit and he was

41 3

saying, ja the cdbureds practice apartheid and then I chimed in and said

£

I understand that that does happenj its the apartheid poliices or the
way we've grown up that makes people act in this way but its our talk, as
people involved in the struggle and fighting against apartheid to educde

people and that's no way that you are going to do aboutit. He was extremely

[

| apolog tic so he said don't apologise to me and here's the lady to speak

| to and everybody..that was a talking point in the train.

'verybody responded and agreed that we shouldn't...be doing what the
| govan ment wants us to do to fight each other. I mean it's like one master
‘ having a cat and a dog and only feeding the dog and get the dog and cat
| to fight each other for the bone or the milk. And forget it's actually
the master who should be sharing equally between the two o them.

JF Is that still struggle...is there still education in these that needs

i)

to be done? Do you find that in the Afrcain areas that there is still
some prejudice?

/ ot really. I mean there are...we can't say it's completely off. But

ARGHIVE FOR JUSTICE
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rage 14 (b)
Interview : LBV O

JF T think because of the experience, like from 176 when coloured schools
went out in support of the African schools, that started to educate
LLAE S W LA _L _! -

&

neople from the African township that we are all black.

ven now the government just recently have announced that it is going

to move all Africans townships into a Kialeicha and then put coloureds

in all these established townships like Langa, Nyanga, Guguletu, but I

think the response of our coloured sisters educated even more theugh tle

government wanted to..a fight between nqcalled coloureds and the Africas

But their response really educated the masses, like when people were szing
Lang

a, black

|-

we're not moving, we're not moving to Guguletu, Nyanga and

people stay there. DBuild more houses for us and for Africans.
>eople 3

And that helped in education...in educating the people who are not in

the orgenisation. Because that was a direct issuej that was a civic issue
for them. And the other thing in Kialecha, Kialecha is right next to
Mitchells Plain and if fact the government intended, knowing how, the

way they structured the whole system, he knew, in fact he thought that
if Kialecha and Mitchels Plain people are staying nearer they would fight

about the beach, because there is only one beach, Mnundi beach, which...

I mean it's a so called African beach. So they would fight about that
because now...well Mitchells Plain was built...I mean more people went

| to Knandi beach and then they'll fight about trains.

I mean definitely those things happen when Kialecha was started. Like

you get people commenting that;but what was inspiring most of the comments
was coming from goernment st oges like MPd and that and that. Feople
were saying no there must be a different beaches and different things

for the black people, coloured people. Coloured people can't mix with
the black peosple but so far the experience of the people living directly
in Kialecha, they think..I think they have been educated through the
practices of our coloured sister who have been there a longer time than
them. DBecause I mean they are not doing what the government wants them

to do. In fa

et
¥

t T thin

Q

they are guite happy.

-1
2

I

<y

asked you what..did it have anything to do ...the move to non racialism
did it have anything to do with meeting a white person that you liked;
maybe I should ask do you think that the move to non racialism now has to
do with blak people that you object to? I mean there's the whole attacks
on community councillors and black policementand people in this parliammt
and that kind of thing. It seems to me then to have something to do wih

non racialism. I mean that certainly denies that black is beautiful am

~

o=t really denies that it's just a personscolour of their skin that shows
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Interview : DDF f{

~

JF where they stand. Can you just talk a little about thatP? I think it's
y . A : in the .
so important te understand because someone..so many peopie,ou%51de world
think that blacks are killing blacks. Why is this? And they think its

like Buthelezi and the whole thing.

A I think that actually is important and I think one needs to look at that
election campaign. Where that was proved and I think that was one thing
that...where people..one issue that people could identify with. Initially
when..what is this called..the Black Alliance of Gatsha and A1l Rendfikwas
part of that and he broke that., ©Comehow he broke ranks with them and he
decided to participate in the tri-cameral system. And people were initially
saying now lets see what the coloureds are going to do.

=0

But when on a large scale, under the banner of the UDF, people mobilised
around that and it gave us an opportunity to speak to different kinds of
people. We went into middle class areas, into working class areas and

one could guage the respobnse of them and I think it wasn't strange for

an Indian %o go into Bontival and knock on the door and say and speak to
the person about the anti-election campaign and ask her to sign the UDF
declaration. And in the same way lots of people went into Crossraads

for example and was a natural and in fact people all got together and spoke

about 1t

I think that that was one symbol that struggle was a symbol of unity.

And proved...our princigl opposition on non racialism, to be correct

that people «... the time has come that people actually now open to thate.
Of course with its limitations as it is but also the oppressed...the black
oppressed including well, the Africans, coloured and Indians, had a chance
of..opportunity to show that they are united. I think that struggle in
itself was a breakthrough. Where that was proved, that there is such
unity because now people are saying that they are resisting AllHendriksa
Aind also the polls actually show that as well; they got very low percernage
polls. I mean they..the African comrades were there; they...on the ele-
tions, at the polling stations...people were around, verybody was excited
to see whether our work in the anti election campaign bore fruits. And

it wasn't our struggle, it wasn't a coloured struggle, we tried throughout

to poject it as a non racial struggle.

he anti...forced removals to Kialecha was another issue where we comtantly

immobilising people; try to show the similarities and one issue, one demand

i
was clear in the anti election campaign, what we are fighting for is a
t

a
offered the vote but what about the majority

non racial S.A. We are beir

of the people who are denied the vote. And that was a theme that ran

throughout.
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Interview: L DF

JF Has that happened in your area, in Guguletu now are you? (Ja) Have there
been community councillors who have had their houses petrol bombed? Or
any black policeman who have been killed or in the Cape Town area?

A Ja, I think the bombing of the councillors have happened but so0 far it's

only three policemen who have been..in fact unfortunately white ©policeman
who have been.,..no black. But I think..I mean as much as people would

see it as black killing black it's not..I mea for me and for all progres-

4]

ives I'm sure, it's a symbol of non racialism again because we recognise

‘-

- 1

that an oppressor can be black, and an oppressor can be white. And that
is why those people if they are prepared to be the government stooges
though they are oppressed, but they are prepared to be the government

stboges and oppress other people for whatever they can get.

For eg. this community councillors; they live in the same house ve are
living in, they are oppressed like us. They pay the same rent we are
paying but because there is a little recognition of them they are given
a hundred rand or R200 a monthj; except the mayor who is given a R1000
or something and when they go to offices like admin board or whatever,

they are recognised as community councillor. They don't understand

that government is using them as a buffer between him and the people.

Now when people are angry they must go to community councillors and that

is a response is given..if you go and report anything knowing ver

community councillors don't have fundsdon't have everything and then
people are rejecting them. 'he Admin Board people would tell you that

we have got nothing to do with that township, you have got your councillors.
hey are supposed to take responsibilities of the townghips and these
councillors, they would ...are also prepared; they know they don't have
maey, they don't have anything, they don't make the lawj I mean...where-
AS... everything is coming to them on a plate that you must dc this, do
that to the people. But they would agree if the Board is telling them
that you must increase rent, you must increase water rates, increase
that and that etc. They would agree to do that.

That is why people are angry to chow that if they are prepared to be
oppressors for whatever they can gain, the anger of the people is also
going &o affect them. As much as they are blacks, because you are not

fighting white persons, we are fighting the oppressor.

JF Do you..what do you think of the methods that those people are being

told that they ae puppets or whatever; the fact that their houses are

mamsnsnmmh e i ng fire bombed? What would you say if a liberal South African said
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Page 17
Interview : U+ }

JF look I understand, but you can't resort to that kind of thing/violence.

How do you feel about that arguement?

A I think we can expect that because when people are angry they can resort
to anything. And I think we wouldn't Saye++I mean people...humanly it's
the wrong thing becauaerwhen you burn the house you kill people and there
can be kids and that but I mean everybody should understand, that if
people are angry, and it's not only todays thing, because the communiEy
councillors has been formed, it's a years...people have been burying/&zar&m?
all their suffering for years and years and then we know very well it's
difficult to get to...like we use strategies of organising people, forming

organisation and all. But the government is far away from the people.

If he was near to the people I'm sure by now people should have done some-

k g n.. ROW e :
thing to him. ngahere are these people who know very well they are stay-

¥}

ing with the people but they awe doing the government dirty work. So it's
’

difficult to completely say people were right or they were wronge. It's

difficult.
AE It's not as if they were not warned. Repeatedly people have made attempts

have appealed to them to resign from their Jobs and if they are sincere

in what they are saying, that they are fighting for a better fiture for

a
people, that the coloured people went into the tri-cameral system, into

cE e Y=

the house of representatives, and they are fighting against apartheid; if
‘ - s . ; s bud. :

that is the case then why not Jjoin the progressive organisations,awhy sit

at one table with the oppressed, why accept the big houses and all the

concessions that went along with that?

Maybe just...one thing that I was quite interestbéd to know, what people

were thinking, what people were saying in the factories, in the seats,

and in the chyrch after Landesses house was bombed. Landers, the cdoured
MP. And people were saying it was a pity he wasn't killed and I was
actually quite shocked by this. his was actually the response of ordinary
reople and because that owas one thing that..it's been happening in

African townships and people have been identiﬁjbj with that on a mass level.

]

But if that happens to coloured MPs what would reople then be thinking.

2
£
o

=

would be guite interested to know what people would think if the
same thing would happen to Allen Hendrikse? But it somehow seems if people
on a mass level are saying look, they got what they asked for; we have

told them several times, and it is just a pity that, in the case of Landers

that he wasn't killed. To me that came as a complete surprise but it

just shows where people are at today.
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Interview: VL D

A fe , o just with regards to violence, it is not as if we are actually
: o i s d s,
«sewe are not violent people. he UDF organisation to which,belong to,

is commited to non violent means to bring about

Q

hange, but one can-
not stop the anger of people and I think people are saying that now has
come the time that we must make a choice: iither on the side of the
oppressed or on the side of the oppressor. And some people that have

chosen to be on the side of the oppressor have to be J.«dface the consequences.
When one looks at violence this guestion often comes to us; what do you
think about violence? ZTEverybody is concerned but I would say that the

apartheid regime is a violent regime; It is illegitimate and it uses vio-

lent methods to maintain that system, so whatever people, whatever means

people resort to violence begets violence. And if people do resort

what to Westerners might be quite shocking, seeing people being burnt out
and burnt bodies etc. the police is doing that to our people as well.
People are disappearing and we find the charred bodies afterwards and that
is just what violence actually brings about. It is, I would say that

violence comes from the state.

JF I am interested that you brought up the disas
b
Mathew * — way for Hashe and all that. That has had so little publi-

prearances because that the

gity I think, \re people talking about that?

H
:
o]
.
1]
Q
ct
o+
=8
]
o
®
o}

s
=
(6]
=
W
<
(4]

been disappearing in the Eadern Cape?

ern Cape, all over., I think the concern of most of

4 B 4
L

Not only in the Eas
the people when they heard that we were coming to Nairobi and meeting
people from all over the workd they said please tell the world about the
people who are disappearing. It is an Argentignian type style of thing
that has been removed from us, we can understand people dying in detention.
I think that reople could understand that the Botha regime was prepared

to go so far, but people disappearing, and those we cannot account for

now, I mean one thing on March 21st people who were shot in Uitenhage,

there are bodies that haven't been prodoced now.

And people are actively involved; they are not scared any longer, with

or without Reagan ,they are prepared il the last drop of blood;

t
Botha regime is saying and removing people who they feel threatened by.
People challenging the apartheid regime and actively involved in community
| organisation that we can give no account of; we must say there is a case
ek :

0f...tlme Eastern Cape people that have didappeared mysteriously and

there are sworn affidavits ithat they have been seen in detention. OCne

berson has been in the same cell; they went to the police, organisations

-0
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Interview: WU I=21 ¢

A

JF

.

29

went to the police and say we heard that wou ars keeping these people and

o

they deny that emphatically. Our concern is now that they have denied
I joj

that they have these people, what are going to happen to them? We can

¥ 5

only draw our own conclusions from that now. The logical conclusion
of what will probably happen to them and it is of major concern. And

people are talking about that all over.

Is that the PEPCO three that you are talking about? (Ja....) So were

there any others besides the PEPCO three and the Craddock, where the &

bodies were found?

You can speak on the COSAS peorle who have disappeared as well and found

murdered.

You know recently in Eastern Cape again, there were eastern...there were
COSAS students...

Not ;only in E. Cape, even in 'retoria there are youth especially who just
disappear. For eg. in Duduza there are about 6 youth who disappeared from
early May up to now, they don't...and most of those youth belong to COSAS.
Up to now they are not known where they are. There is no body, there is
nothing. And then, no,we are not talking about this recently, where...

I mean we were shocked with #is grenade and they are claiming that the
banned organisation send those people to bomb houses. But we know very
well, those people were not trained; it is either somebody from the system

gave them and then instructed them in a false name as the movement and

! them ; %k s .
1ntructedn%o oprate them like this, knowing very well they are not experienced

and they are going to be killed.

How I think it's important to mention like even for the international com-
munity to mention the names of those people we think hey are still alave
but this apartheid regime is just thinking what to do ‘with them. It's
either alternatively they are going to kill them; like Comrade Hashe,
Comrade Gotloze and Comrade Kalela. I mean even Mrs. Hashe is in detention
now. Her kid which was taken when..after the disappearance of her husband

they took Mrs. Hashe and the kid in detention and the kid came back all

the fingers, they cut all the fingers and the mother is still in detention.

So that family has been disorganised completely; I think it is only one
person who is there now and that very person the husband is Popa Mulefe;

who is in detention too. And she is expecting worse of all, ghe is exrec-

ting a baby if she is not having her baby now.

ARGHIVE FOR JUSTICE

Si, it is just inhuman level..l Mmean e<:.ea Loz




Page 20

Interview: { )} D f

JF How does Popa Mulefe relate to Hashe? I'm sorry I don't understand?

A Popa Mulefe is.Hashe's daughter is Popa's wife.

his conference is about womens’ issues. What issues
do you want to see addressed here? What are you telling people are the

issues that need to be on the agenda here?

A We think, if we are talking about women's issues, as much as...l mean tke
women are suffering at home, they are organising to get out of their
sufferings but we think there are important issues of the harassments anl

detentions of most of the women. There are women who are detentioned

a

right now: they have done nothing but because of organising and mobili-

sing the other women, and in particularising the He is..needs

to be mentioned because she is a woman; who is involved in PEWO; that
is one of the reasons that the apartheid regime is focusing its..I mean

1

on that particular family because the husband is in PEVWO andeecss

3 T4 ‘I .
i 8

I were to ask you..tell me about one woman in S.A. that you can think

y
=
-

of whose plight might indicate some of the issues you're trying to address.
A I can think € one woman in E.Cape who recently, end of May, her husband

disappeared, with 2 other comrades and after that when whe went to enguire

from police stations, she was detained herself and the police went back

to her house and detained everybody who were there and put police to

guard the house. So no other people were able to come into that house

because pelice were actually living in that house, guarding the _house.

And then they detained them and the kids, and one kid wpo came out from

1

detention, came out with all fingers from the right side, cut. 'hat was

because of the torture she was receiving from the detention.

<
byt
1)
i)
(o H
Jod
0}
4]
)
@
W)
H
D
o N
-
!.J.
o
ct
(N
]
jt
"
-~
ct
]
i3
=
1=
)
.
v
.
“J

that it has become a realitye.

think even for us in W. Cape the repressive measures are not as severe
as say Joberg and E. Cape. We have always been saying that we are fortu-
natd people are detained, and we wre not subjected to the torture methods
that people have gone through in the other areas of S.A. But imagining

-~
lal

people all back home in C.++ now trying to understand that

just disappearing is just something that is totally out of our experimce.

L think that because it is happening so freguently and it's not just one
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