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t So l'lllat kind of name is Ges,rint? 

' · You see , Geslrint comes from - I believe my - my great erandfather 
he ,.,as a German fcllo,, , you know (Laueh) - that ' s on my father ' s 
side no,., , and that - that 1 s where the name comes from because it ' s 
German , you see - he settled in Humansdorp - liumansdorp is a little -
it 1 s a town like say, 80KM outside .P . ~ ., you kno,., - that ' s how i 
manaeed to eet the surname - in fact there ' s a hell of a contro­
versy in the family also with regards to the surname . 

lvhy? 

Some people even my brothers of my father and my cousins they spell 
it differently , you kno,., - s orne insist there must be a e where the 
i is, you see - others insist no, it must be d t at the end - and 
others wants - ,.,ants a s - no, a c h after the s, you know - people 
most probably( ••••••••••• ) on that (Laugh) 

So tell llll! when you ,.,ere born and where? 

In Port Zlizabeth , t 6J . 

In what area of Port Elizabeth? 

It ' s do'm - it ' s a little place - it 1 s called Calvandale, you know. 

Cal vandale? 

Calvandale - but I ere,., up in ( •••••••••••••••••••••• ) specifically 
like after the Group Areas Act like, you see - that ' s called- it ' s 
called Schauderville and •••• 

lfhat 1 s that? 

Schauderville . 

BOlli' do you spell that? 

S c h au de r vi 1 1 e - that ' s ,.,here I g re'" up say, until ­
until I ,.,as 13 years old when we moved to Ui tenhage for some - for 
a year, and then back to P . E . in a ne,., suburb called Chytt - Chatty , 

And that ' s where you 1 v e been living since? 

Mmm , ja, since 1 78 . 

And what l'las your family background like - what did your parents 
do and '"hat were they like? 

Basically they - basically working class like , you kno,,, my family 
I mean - both my mother and father - father left school at about 
say, Standard Seven , went into a shoe factory like - my mother 
left school lll'hen she ,.,as in Standard Six like, you know - like 
both of them had to leave school because of conditions like, you 
know, so 14 in families and things like that - so that ' s basically 
( •• ••••••••••• ) - they started off like, you know, for my mother 
and father like, you lmo,, . 

And so lvhat ,.,ork did they do? 

Now - do you mero~ now? 

Ja. 
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lfell, my father is 'tvorking for this transport company - I mean bus 
transport company, rranme s - P . E . Tranmes, you kno'" - he 's been 
there for about ten years now, apart :from \vorking .for Ford , and 
summer (somer) a number of shoe factories like, you know, as a -
first a machine operator, now he ' s in the( •••••••••• ) now as yet , 
( . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ) 
My mother has been doing quite a number of luxury (?) jobs like, you 
lmow , also - also working in a shoe :factory at some stage - but say 
the last couple of years mainly \vorkinc- at curtaining places like, 
you know, doing curtains and things like that . 

And what is their politics like - as you \vere gro'tving up what did 
they kind of tell you? 

Ny father ' s tho type of person, you lmo\v, he 's very- he ' s the type 
of interior (?) type of person like, you know, he won ' t come out 
clearly and - and say like what he wants like , you kno'" ' but I 
tbink he supports like say, my type of say attitudes and views 
like, you lmo,..,. -

Hy mother hO'tvever , she ' s a little automatic (?) you knolv, but I 
think that ' s just ( •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ) of like that -
I also stipulate (?) and say( •• ••••••••• ) trying to protect like ­
like me, you see , or some - like being involved, knowing the dangers 
of being involved with them - so she ' s very negative like , you know, 
trying to keep me a't.;ray from things like that - especially things -

Especially like since 1 81 I mean we had a hell o:f a lot of clashes , 
like my mother and I in partie ular like , you kn O'tv , about say , my 
involvement like , you 1010\v - I don ' t think they - they reactionaries, 
you lmow, or supporters of government or even the Labour Party or -
but that ' s the basic problem like with them , you see - they very 
conservative -

(This chap is very difficult to make out - tape is very noisy -
hissing etc ., background noise - I may not be able to get it word 
for \vord.) 

Hy mother in fact - I mean they were around in ' 55 , you know, with 
the Congress of the People , you kno'" ' the campaiening, you know -
and they kno\v about these things and it's not like they ignorant 
like, you kno'" - and in fact she - she kept that information away 
from me that she kne'" about things like, you kno'" ' because her 
aunt was one o:f the volunteers in that campaign like, you know , in 
' 55 in Port Elizabeth and , you know, going round from ourselves 
things like that -

nut I think as - as time went along and they saw the banning of 
the movements like, you know, in 19 - 1960 and subsequent like the 
lull period like, you know - they also tend to fall into this whole 
line of - of the government being superior like, you know, and 
very submissive like, you know, and drawn into like - into them­
selves like, you knolv, saying that it 1 s no use :fighting this gov­
ernment like, you 1mo'"' because they always so - they superior , 
you know , and - and they said this a dangerous field that you 
entering, you kno'tv , you just going to have like trouble and you 
can get killed like, you know -

So that is basically the problems with - especially my mother like, 
you know- my father however I mean he ' s just a silent quiet g uy, 
you kno\v - he never goes on with me or never disagrees with me, 
you see, so ja, you can say he ' s more supportative like, you know , 
with what I ' m doing in fact like, you know . 
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(Tape of:f) - so your parents were - you explained '\ihere they '"ere 
politic ally - w·hat about their understanding o:f their Coloured 
identity what was that like? 

I mean - I tijink I mean they - they quite - really think of' them­
selves as, you know, separate group also like , you know, Coloureds 
like I mean, you know - that 's the picture I get like, you know, 
all along - even \vhen raising like - like certain like issues like, 
you lmow, you find them making statements like you know, the Col­
oureds are say they backward type of people like, you know -

These questions o:f unity like , you kno1v, and uniting them in the 
( •••••••••••••• ) - how can I say - all along all these years , you 
lmo,.; , the Coloureds have been having kno1~1. to be like say, very 
conservative and like - like they sell- outs like I mean , you kno1v 
that ' s one of the reasons why my mother like in fact say I mean 
\vhat' s tbe point of struggling like, you kno1v , for these Coloured 
people like , you kno,.;, I mean -

They don ' t know anything about - about say, the struggle and - and 
they always like selling out like , you kno\v, I mean you know, but 
I mean realising that I mean you knO\v I mean - I mean but she still 
sees herself I think basically - specially my mother like , you kno\v , 
she ' s the main spokesperson like (Laugh) in the family like , you 
lmow - like the thing( •••••••••••••• ) they still see themselves 
as Coloureds like you kno\v, as a separate group like you know , sep­
arate entity, and I think we trying to move a\vay :from - like say, 
I ' m trying to get them to move :from that type of thinking like, 
you kno,.,, but they see themse lves mostly like or mainly as - as a 
separate entity Coloured group like , you knO\v , as ••••••• 

So \vould she use the word sell- outs - ,.,ould she say Coloureds are 
selling out? 

Nmm , mmm - j a , I mean - I mean every time like, you know, when we 
have say - say a :fight like , you kno,., , about say my involvement 
like, you know , she says : No, man , there ' s no point o:f o:f - of 
struggling for these Coloureds like, you kno\v - and that ' s how 
she ' s - and she can ' t really go beyond that like, you know , or 
think like beyond that or through (?) that, you kno"'• 

But i:f Coloureds are sell- outs then what ' s she - what does she see 
herself as? 

No , but I mean she sees herself as Coloured also like , you know, 
and in saying that I mean you know, that Coloureds are sell- outs , 
you kno\v - this is a quite interesting thing (Laugh) you know , 
that I ••••• 

It ' s quite what? 

It ' s quite interes ting point like , you lmo1v, or thing like to note 
and . 

And what about \vhen you \vere grow·ing up - do you remember how you 
sa\v yourself , and \vhen you were young \vhat did it mean to you to 
be Coloured - did you :feel like you ' re part of the Coloured comm­
unity - '\vhat did that mean? 

Like say , being - say , having gro\vn up I mean in a - these Col­
oured townships like , you lmow , I mean I mean your 1vhole thinking 
like , you know , developed like like that I mean that you are a 
separate type o:f person like , you know, and you - you type of pick 
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• • • • up and like develop that mentality I mean , you knOlv, o:f being 
like something - something di:f:ferent :from the A:fricans and say , the 
lvhites I mean , you know, and I mean a:fter ( •••••••• • •••• ) say , v ery 
late stage in my li:fe I mean so :far I mean , you knolv , say to about ( ?) 
17 , 18 years old I mean - that was still the attitude like , you 
lmolv , o:f - o:f me like , you kno,v , that I was like something separate 
like , you lmolv, di:f:ferent like , you kno'" ' Coloured like , y ou know , 
and I ended (?) that same type o:f mentality also like , you knolv -

It lvas only a:fterlvards lvhen I became involved I mean I could say , 
move beyond that type o:f say , thinking , you lmOlvo •• o 

IIOlv did you move beyond it - what - \vere there any experiences or 
anything in partie ular that happened to you or lvas it any kind o:f 
anything you read or somebody explained to you? 

( ••••••• o o •• •••••• o o. ) \vhen I was 18 I mean that was the time o:f -
that lvas in 1980 like , you lmow, 17 , 18 - that lvas the time with 
the 1930 school boycotts like, you lcr10lv , and it ' s only then when 
when these type o:f questions lvere thrown at - at - at you , you see 
at me - and it ' s only t hen then I started thinking it ' s more - it ' s 
more over like (?) - it ' s more really that event 1980 that took 
place like, you kno,v , that it - so it made me like say, think much 

For the .first time I \vas actually made to think like , you know , 
about all these questions like, you lmo\v. 

And can you tell me at all more specifically it made you think -
were you part o:f the boycotts or was your school talking about it 
or how did you think about it? 

Yes , interesting thing, you know - at :first well, :for long say , 
parts o:f the 1980 boycotts I \vas completely anti - anti this whole 
thine- , you lmo,v , because I didn ' t understand I mean , you know , why 
the Coloured students I mean \vere actually also boycotting, you 
lmow, because they didn ' t have any problems like , you know - I mean 
that is the lvay I sa\v it like at that stae-e , you kno\v -

Also the influences o:f - o:f my other :friends(?) like ( •• oo.o••o•• ) 
you lmolv - my one uncle in particular he \vas at - he \vas teaching 
me at this school like , you 1mow, and they very conservative like , 
you kno,v , and - and he was trying to keep us alvay :from - .from -
:from getting to the mass meetings like and things like that , you 
knolv , so :for a long part o:f the boycott like I lvas - I \vasn ' t act­
ually part o:f this lvhole thing , you lmo\v -

Also \vas a pre :feet at school at that time , you know, and one day I 
walked in - I '"as \valking in town and I met this A.frican :fellow, 
you see , and he called - he called me like , you know, asking lvhat 
these whole pre:fects are standing (?) and things like that , because 
that - that \vas the time when these type o:f questions like came up 
like , you lmo,v, pre:fects ( •••••• • ••• ) and the role o:f the pre:fects 
at school I mean and the way they are seen like as being superior 
to - to other students at school like , you kno\v , doing the dirty 
lvork o:f say , the principals and say , the authorities like , you know, 
at school like , you !mow I mean trying and keeping maintaining 
discipline at school and - and the \vhole thing work uni:form like , 
you kno\v, the pre:fects \vell , they had to en:force I mean or try and , 
you know , en:force this whole thing o:f people wearing like the 
correct uni:form at times like , you knolv -

So it ' s actually then I mean then I really - then it ' s questions 
like , you know, about the whole pre:fect system like , you know, 
questions that like and I couldn ' t give answers like , you know I 
mean really ( • • • ••••••• • o o ••• • • ) because that lvas the :first time I 
was actually made to think about these things , the boycott I mean o••· 
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••• • like , you know, trying to make me see that this thing wasn't 
just an African issue like , you knolv , it af'f'ects the African masses 
like, you know, but the whole education system like where there ' s 
no Coloured and Indians I mean, or Africans or lvhites I mean, it 
lvas unequal like and - and the lvhole f'act that the education was -
lvas separate also like , you know -

All those questions lvere thrown at me like and it ' s then actually, 
you lmo,., , that made me realise that I mustn ' t just see this thing 
in terms of' a say , Coloured issue like , you lmow, but it goes be­
yond them - it af':fects us all like, you lmolv, in the country like , 
you lmol..r - you kno,.,, these divisions that ' s been created say , be­
t\.reen the Coloureds and the A.frican people and the Indian and the 
whites I mean , you know , I think to a large extent, especially in 
the Coloured corununi ty has been very e.ff'ective , you know , into the 
Coloured people realising I mean or developed in that consciousness 
of' being like a separate like that type of'( ••••••••• ) because you 
find that the Coloured people more privileged like , you know, than 
the African people -

Economically they \vere - they were much more better of'f' than say , 
the A:frican population , the African people , and then again the 
Indians \vere a little bit more pri vileeed than say, the Coloureds 
in .fact like, you lmo\v - those whole point of' - of' co- opting the 
people like, you lmo,v , in that way , bavine more privileges than -
than say, the - the Africans I mean -

Someho'" sense that you ' ve got more to lose like , you lmOlv, like , 
you lmo,., , and ••••• 

And this African guy called you f'rom across the street - did you 
kno\.r a lot of' African people in P . E ••••• 

Ja. 

You did? 

Ja - I mean I '"asn ' t I mean say , racist like , you lmo\v- even my 
mother and father they not racist I mean , you kno'" - I mean they -
they - they \vould like I mean - the l.ray they think like also like 
I mean all along I mean as I 've gro'm up I mean '"e ' ve had say , 
African girls working at - at our place like , you knOlv, as maids 
like, you lmolv, but even their attitude tolvards them and the way 
they instructed us also to - to behave like towards say, these 
people '"orking f'or us I mean was something that these people are 
humans like , you kno,.,, I mean , you kno,., , and so I '"as never racist 
like , you lmo,., , in - in like - as I grelv up and the practices -
even my mother and father like , you lmow, they - they ' ve never 
been racist like , you lmolv - we 've ahvays -

They ' ve ah.rays had African friends even like , you lmolv, in the 
to,vnships I mean you know - they had a hell of' a lot of' relation­
ships lvi th - lvi th African people in f'act like , you know - so it 
lvasn ' t a question of' not getting into touch lvi th these people -
it ' s just that not thinking about like like the issues like , you 
lmo,.,, that ' s - and the issues being raised like , you knolv - that 's 
the only problem like , you knol..r , in - or say, having kept us away 
f'rom - f'rom - f'rom looking like at our situation like , you lmow. 

And when you say you weren 't racist '"hat '"ould other Coloured 
peoples attitudes be - lvhat do you mean by racist attitude on the 
part of' Coloureds - '"hat was their point of' vielv? 
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You find many Coloureds I mean that 1 s racist like , you know, I mean 
thinking like of Africans being inferior to them like , you know -
I mean still today you find a lot of people like, you know· , t alking 
about this kaffir like , you know, and those type of things like, 
you know - many people like ( ••••••••••••• ) even the ,.,orking class 
people , middle class I mean , say , Coloured middle class people I 
mean - many have still ~ot that mentality, you know . 

And what is the vie,., of Indians - \'/ere there many Indians in the 
Eastern Cape ••••• 

In Port Elizabeth there 's a small community like , you kno,., , of In­
dians like , you lmow, and ( •••••••••• ) the town they live in is 
Malaba , you lmOl'l, l-lalaba , and I think I mean they - they haven ' t 
got more serious problems like , you lmO't'l , than 't'le have , you know, 
because many of those people are - are say, these traders like , you 
know, and - and say, merchant ( Laugh) merchant class like type of 
people -

But there ' s say , the l'lorking class, Indian l'lOrking class as a -
especially in P . E . no''~ ' you know, Durban is the place l'lhere you 
find a lot of like say( •••••••••• ) class people , but in P . E ., you 
see, this is I mean more and more people like - like those working 
class areas like ero1'ling like , you lmOl'l, and - and the type of 
housing and things like that , because in the past you ab'lays used 
to see these posh houses like in - in Halaba, you kno,.,, but you 
see more of these like sub- economical housing schemes like being 
erected like , you know -

But I think they - they even much - even more problematic like , you 
knOl'l , and more racist like in fact , you l<no,.,, and they are some­
times more prejudiced like than was Coloureds in fact like I mean , 
you kno1'1 , in - and ••••• 

li0\'1 so - have you experienced it or \'lhat - \'lhat do you mean? 

Ja, I mean they - they - they think of themself as being say, be­
cause (Laugh) of' the privileged position that they( ••••••• ) I mean 
of being say, they are more superior than Coloureds like, you knol'l , 
because they - they - they ' ve got more privileges in fact like, you 
kno''~' than the Coloured people like, you l<nOl'l -

Not more privilege in the sense that as far as they say (?) they 
say they are particle (?) of South Africa I mean - in fact every -
everyone 't'lhether you black now I mean , if you black - but because 
of the economic position like , you l<n01'l I mean and that 1 s more or 
less 't'lhat it ' s all about . 

And in terms of a conservative or racist kind of point of' view ho,., 
did they , the Coloureds see the Indians? 

J a , I kn.0\'1 of I mean you find a lot of Coloured people like , you 
kno1'1, that - that can 1 t I mean come face to face 1'li th Indians like, 
you lmO't'l - there ' s - it ' s - I mean if (Laugh) - it 1 s the same as -
as sometimes Coloureds like attitudes tOl'lards Africans like , you 
knO't'l , you find the same attitudes someone tO't'lards - towards Indians 
like , you knO't'l - they always - they al't'lays see Indians as - as - as 
exploiting them also like , you know, like because of they they have 
the shops and every - or most of them have the shops ( ?) like , you 
kno't'l, l'lhere there ' s the whole thing of Koelies I mean that they're 
being called like, you kno11T - these Koelies exploiting us like , you 
lmO'tiT, because they have the shops and they are - I mean the Col­
oureds have this thing that the Koelies are very - how can I say 
wint' s the '\ITOrd no,., - this urge to - to - just to make money •••• 
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• • • • like you know· I mean , and t hen that 1 s - that 1 s the Coloureds 
s ay , v ie,., of' what Indians is like , you know - f'or instance , like 
,.,hen I was still say , early on l'lhen I used to c;o to the schoo ls 
and things like that you f ind the Indian chaps coming t o - to 
course (?) and like , you kno,., , to this place , Ali Barna ( Al a bama) 
Hotel f'or their schools like , you kno,., , ,.,here - the same place 
where we went like - and t hen these - ,.,hen these Indian c;uys who 
were trying to get to ( t'l'IO ) Coloured girls I mean they used -
people ,.,ere - they say the Coloured are Coloured folks and ,.,e were 
very f'e,., that like , you know I me an saying oh , those people jus t 
,.,ant to exploit our Coloured girls like, you know, these Indians -

And ( Laugh) (. ••••••••••••••••••••• • •••• ) 

So did you when you started gettine; to be more a\.,are - did you then 
have more contacts of a political nature lri th Africans as ,.,ell as 
Indians or did the one come before the other or did you still 
mainly ore;anise in the Coloured community oe - just tell me how it 
went from the time that you saw that guy and dlscussed the pre£ect 
s)stem - did you then c;et inv olved in the boycott or what happ­
ened? 

Ja , after that I mean I got involved in the boycott like , you know , 
and supported the l-Jhole thine; by - not really understanding fully 
I mean still I mean - I l'las still very - it was still very - very 
much unclear to me like , you kn o,., - but then I moved to - to Cape 
Tolm f'or university like - I ,.,as studying at university and it ' s 
actually there ,.,} ... ere my real involvement started like , you know -
it ,.,asn ' t in P . E . - it ,.,as actually in C<:lpe To'\m •••• 

At ffiifC? 

Yes , like , you knol., - and the Coloureds say that the Coloureds 
b e i nc- more mili tru1t also in Cape To"m like , you kno,., I mean , '\'lith 
but it - ja, in Cape To'\m basically 1vhere I really started becoming 
involved like ,.,hen I started ( ?) but that ,.,as also only a:fter I 
,.,ent into a Coloured area in Bellville - it ,.,as really - ,.,as almost 
like a sub- economic housing scheme, you knolt , but the conditions 
of' the people there really shocked me like , you lmo,., , as the first 
time I actually sal., people living - I meCU'l Coloured people living 
in such bad conditions like , you kno,., , and livinc; there it was 
just the final stral..r that really moved me like , you lmo,., , towards 
so it - urc;ing me to try and develop a better understanding of' our 
society like , you lmow, in a South Africa like , you know, how the 
apartheid like system like - and a.ff'ects the people like , you know 

So that ,.,as Bell I mean that really moved me like completely like , 
you knol..r - the boycotts were to some extent like played a part in -
like in shifting say - say my stance - but that - that place in 
Bellville like , you lmow , really moved me , you see - and then that 
l..ras say , over t,.,o - t'l'IO months after I 1 ve been at Bush at UWC , you 
see - then •••• 

How did you get to Bellville - did somebody take you - why did you 
go? 

Ja , I mean you KnOl'l , that time I mean you - lvbere students were I 
mean I mean pushes along history ( ?) like of' - of' say , like say , 
political struggle like , you lmow, and there ' s always - and even 
now I mean the strong presence of' say - say , politically say , active 
people like, you know· , on campus - and say , the first time , the 
first two weeks at Bush you had these groups o:f - of' say , activists 
like, you kno,., - I ,.,as at the hos te 1 - just coming to the hostels • •• 
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. • . • like , you kno,., , organising there - just :finding out who the 
ne\v guys are , ,.,hat are they like I mean , ,.,hat he ' s thinking - and 
especially like they could come much more easy to us because o:f 
the 1980 boycotts I mean I (?) raised in 1981 , you see I mean so 
that was the like basic entry point like or starting point like , 
you know , eetting to - to know us like , you kno,.,, \vhat our thinking, 
you kno,., -

So you had these groups o:f - o:f students organising us like , you 
know, having discussions with us like every night just to :find out 
I mean \vhether there ' s any possibility o:f recruiting us like , you 
kno,.,, into some o:f these organisations on campus - then you had 
this community action - action group on campus like, you know, most 
probably (?) on the hostels that -

These are groups that say , organise ne\v students into di:f.ferent 
groups like sending o:f:f to di:f:ferent parts o:f - or Cape Town like 
E lsie ' s River , Bellville , Valhalla Park is a ne\v township that was -
that \vas built just a :fe\v years be :fore 198C , you see - and then 
they introduced us to - to community organisations like, you know , 
organising in the community ••••••• • • •• ••• • ••••• 

And so did they have success in recruitine you? 

Ja, ja, no , definitely, but it didn't need much to convince me like , 
you know I mean - most of us were very - even say , a:fter 1980 like 
most of' the students like that were say, recruiting in say, say , 
the :first - the batch that I was recruited ,.,ith , and were still a 
bit apprehensive like, you know - ,.,e didn ' t really want to get 
involved like as we knew (new) go to places like and see actually 
like, you kno,.,, \vhat - \vhat the Group Areas Act and other things 
like do to people like , you know -

I mean that really convinced a Jot of us, you know, and they didn ' t 
need a lot o:f explaining to me a:fter\vards I mean that - and then I 
developed this urge to :find out things for mysel:f like, you know , 
readine up like, you know, on say, the history - history and things 
like that, you see, the South A-frican people like, you know, dev­
elopment of' the society and things like that - so they didn ' t have 
to push me like - like or try and - and convince me what things 
any more like, you kno,.,, that \vas - it ,.,as coming (?) :from my -
.for my own part like , you know , aften.;ards . 

And so then you cot involved at UWC? 

Hmm . 

And \vas there anything - what about your understanding o:f non rac­
ialism - \vOuld you ha.e considered yourself' non racial - did you -
were you BC? 

Ja, no , I \vas one o:f say , many people that had - didn ' t experience 
the BC era in :fact like, you know - O. K ., you heard these things 
about BC like , you kno,..,, but then I didn ' t understand anything like, 
you kno,., - I didn ' t even think about BC at that time also , you know, 
so I mean I grew up like completely like - I started o:f:f like in 
this \vhole non racial like - like say - say school like, you know, 
the political training I got like , you know, the - because the people 
at Bush at South (?) they were quite clear on - on the whole non 
racial say , issue then like , you kno,., I mean - so say , the pol­
itical training I received I mean a:fter\vards I mean were just like -
like completely like in the non racial :fold (?) like , you kn0\'1 1 the 
non racial say - say movement like, you lmow I mean , so there was 
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•.•. never in fact any BC like - l i ke say - say , leanings or ten d ­
encies like lri thin me , you know - I never had •••• 

What do you mean the political training you got - '~hen you saw 
Bellville you didn 1 t feel i n any '~ay anti l..rhi te or - what did -
when you say political training l..ras it '~hat people said to y ou o r 
was it stu~f you read? 

Ja , I mean the - the type of literature that you receive f r om the 
group say - say on campus like , you kno''~ ' quite clear I mean - say, 
since 1979 say , in - in like - especially in Cape Town , you know, 
you had this shift from - from BC like to - to more progressive 
like - like say - say , outlook like , you kn0\'1 , the non racial out ­
look - and the people that was our - that I came into contact with 
at Bush I mean ,.,ere already like say - say , trained and - and -
and had an understanding of the non racial like say, aspect of our 
strut;gle like , you lmo,~ -

You could say I just feel a bit anti white like, you lmo,., I mean 
at first like, you knOl'l , but then it '~as - it was quickly tackled 
like , you lm0\'1 , within these groups like , you kno'~ - I mean people 
were really active at - at Bush at that time I mean, you lmow, 
oreanising into Eroups like , you kn0\'1 , havint; discussions I mean 
say , on a weekly basis like , you kno,~ , and the material that you 
read at the time, you lmow , were explaininc quite clearly the 
nature of South African society , ho'" it developed like into say -
say , up till 1948 lri th the say , apartheid like government coming 
into po,..rer , and then the developments beyond that I mean the - the 
outlook of the A .N .c . I mean , you kno,.,, irrunediately '"ere - you '~ere 
say, you say , got training and literature like about the A.N . -
not about A.N . C. specifically (?) but - but the outlook of the 
A .N.C . like, you lmow . 

And had you been aware of the A .N.C . before that? 

Let me no'" see - no, I mean like , you lmo,~ , no - say , \~hen I \'las 
at hieh school , you lmo,~ , you heard about the A.N . c . , but it never 
really made me to actually find out and think about the A .N . C . 
like , you kno'~ - it l..ras only at Bush I mean you kno,~, that you 
really became familiar I mean ,.,i th the - that I became familiar 
with the - with the organisation , you know , A .N.C . like , you know •••• 

END OF SIDE TWO . 

And can you remember at all what influenced you more specifically 
if there ,.,as any particular - anything you read or - \~Then you said 
you initially ''~ere a bit anti white l..ras there ever any - can you 
remember at all ever expressing an anti white feeling and having 
somebody say no , but this is ho,., '~e see it? 

Look , man , I mean for - for any say , black person in the country 
like ,~hether you politically aware or not I mean and you, not - and 
you not say - say , politic ally conscious in any lvay I mean it ' s 
natural to have this anti white say - say , tendencies like , you 
kno,~ , because I mean with the experience I mean with l..rhi tes •••• • 
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• ••• I mean like , you know , with this baaskaap mentality like and 
thin~s like that (?) I mean that 1 s - that naturally mal.ce you 
makes you anti w·hi te like , you know· , but - l was thinkin g o f' some ­
thin~ else also no'~ - ••• 

I 1 m just '~onderin~ l-rhat somebody '~ould have said to you i.f you ' d 
said ja, but look at this baaskaap mentality , what the BC people 
say makes sense - or even if' you hadn ' t had a BC - some .feeling -
I 1m just '~ondering ho'" that evolution developed? 

J a , I mean look , say I mean - this '"asn ' t like - it was quite clear 
like , you kno1~ I mean - I mean coming to Bush I mean havin g - still 
had this - having this anti white , this natural anti ,~hi te fe e lin g 
like , you kno1~ , and - espe cially like anti National Party feelin g 
like , you kno,~ , but that weren ' t really translated into - into 
anything positive like , you kno1-r , I mean that anti lvhite feeling 
or like or getting involved or making you think like , you kno,~ , as 
to why there 1 s choices (?) like that I mean , you kno1~ -

I mean I was really I mean a very naive person like , you know, and 
I didn ' t think about questions like , you know, because say , my -
my early age (?) in development I mean I 1~as never made to think 
about or to say these - I mean why the 1-rhi tes arc - are so in a 
more po1~erf'ul position I mean , you kno1~ , in the country how they 
developed into that 1~ay -

The history that you learned at school I mean were quite convincing, 
you kno1" ' at some point (Laugh) I mean you know , learning abo u t 
the - the lV'hi te history of' the country I mean , you lmo1~ , you -
you tended to understand I mean the position o:f the whites like , 
you lmow·, and 1~hy they - they ' ve - 1~hy they 1-rere like that , you 
kno1-r , and you didn 1 t really question I mean because it ,.,as dis ­
torted history like , you know , and -

And you '"eren 1 t made to think critic ally like , you la101~ , like in -
at school like , you lmo'" I mean to think critic ally , you kno1~ -
and say , the black history of' our country 1-ras very nuch distorted 
J.ike, you kno'" ' and say - say , the history say , of' the lV'ars , Shaka , 
Dingaan those people were murderers like , you knol-r , o:f Piet Retief' , 
and you really felt sorry .for Piet Retie:f , you kno1~ ( Lau~h) and 
thin~s like that , you know -

But - I must say I mean the people that say , that ,,e 1V'Orked with 
initially like at Bush l mean were very - 1-rere very convincing like , 
you lmo'" ' and - and made you - made you study like l mean the true 
history like of - of' the country like , you kno,, , exposing the real 
truth I mean , but also at the same time , you know, like I mean in 
explainine this '"hole thing like , you knol..r , l..rhen - when looking at 
say - say , the struggle in our country like the revolution like I 
mean you soon also realised I mean not to at that stage I mean -
I mean it l'las lvhen I ,.,as getting involved (?) not to be - be racist 
like in your outlook like , you knOlv I mean - I mean that thing 
that ' s hOlV' '"e - I mean that l-ras the type of' political training that 
you received like , you know •••••••••• (Tape o:f.f) 

I guess lvhat I ' m also saying is you came to this awareness - you 
sa'\'1 people living in those conditions - did you go through a phase 
o:f sayine I ' m not Coloured , I ' m black at all or did the people 
that - the Cape ( •••••• • •••• )immediately tackled that - in te r ms 
of' did you not have any phase where race 1-ras a factor or did they 
immediately say look , you must see it in class terms ••••• 

Ja, I mean - I mean you had this whole thing of' - o:f I mean rejecting 
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• • • • this lvhole thing o:f being classified as a - as a Coloured 
like , you know , I mean that was - that 1vas the first thing like 
I mean the first say - say , part of this 1vhole development like , 
you know, rejecting this ,,hole classification I mean to Coloured 
like , you kno1v I mean , actually realising that your roots I mean 
lies both lvi thin (Laugh) within - derived from the 'ivhi te - the 
lvhi te - the whites and the African people like , you kno1v I mean -
that ' s your roots I mean , you know, this mixed - this mixed g r oup 
like , you kno,., , this Coloureds I mean , you know -

But then again I mean - in training like I mean the - the who le 
nature of the society was q uite clearly explained like , you know, 
the class position in like say , divisions 1rithin the society was 
explained to you like , you kno1v I mean and you read about these 
things like , you kno,., , i n literature and like , you kno,., -

And say , I mean the - the only position that I - I say , dev eloped 
into lvas the whole question of - of seeing the struggle in terms 
o:f - of class struggle like , you know I mean - that it I mean the 
basic say , of point where I started from like , you know, because 
people 1vere - really worked through these things like , you know, 
say - say, before my time like , you kno,., , and the people I came 
into contact 1rith I mean were clearly like say - say , following 
that line , you kno,., , and - and that ' s the type of training I got 
like , you kno,., I mean - I never really was exposed to like say -
say the BC outlook like , you kno,., , at any time like, you know -

So it lvas I mean - it is like a type of - it ' s a hell of a rapid 
like say - say - say , development - or not rapid but - but a com­
plete jump like , you know, from this conservative say - say back­
ground I mean and thinking that I had like , you kno,,, into ( •••• 
•••••••••••••• ) say- say , completely different like say- say , 
outlook like again , you know - I didn ' t have an intermediary phase 
(Laugh) like , you kno,., . 

Did they actually - do you remember ever hearing the expression 
non racialism - lvas that something that lvas mentioned - I ' m dwell­
inc on non racialism - did you at any stage dw·ell on non racialism 
lvas that part of the training - did they actually say this is it 
or did they just divide it into class and capitalism and all that 
or did they actually have a stage lvhen they said look , the way 
for,vard is non racialism? 

Ja , look , man , I mean one realised in that I mean the lvhole quest­
ion of them ( ?) yon can ' t wish the whites alvay I mean from - from 
this part of the country like , you knou - this question o:f chasing 
the boers into the sea like I mean that - that type of like say -
say , tendencies that people had like , you kno,., , before like , you 
kno,·r , you became to - you became to realise that I mean the whites 
I mean despite of say - say, their history like , you lmolv I mean 
they have played an important part in say , in developing like -
like our country like , you know, and they are mucb - much as - as 
all the other people say the Africans , the Coloured people that 
has - that ' s in the country they just as part of our country like , 
you kno,., , in our society - many of them -

Hany of them are - are born South Africans like , you lmow, and 
they ' re South African like , you kno,., , despite I mean the - their 
history like , you know, and you can ' t just wish those people away 
like , you knolv I mean , that is I mean our - our - our - I also 
like - like began to think also like , you know I mean these people 
played a tremendous role in developing our country into ( Laugh) 
into lvhat it is no,., like, you kno,., , so I mean that lvas basically 
my outle>ok like , you know , you. lmOlv - say - say , within the •••• 
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• • • • first say - say - irrunediately like , you kno,., , :in the - i n the 
first year of my - my involvement like at campus like , you know I 
Nean I developed a perspective as w·ell , you kno,., I mean that 
that the ,.,hi te people they are - they are just as much South 
Africans as ,.,e are , you kno,., . 

And did in your political training Cll'ld understanding - '\'las the 
phrase non racialism mentioned , ,.,as the philosophy? 

Ja - ja, I mean that '\'las - that came out quite clearly like , you 
see , in - in our discussions and things like that I mean the whole 
aspect of' non racialism and in f'act that '\'las considered to be a 
principle like - like , you kno,., , in our struggle like , you kno,., I 
mean , this '"hole aspect of non racialism. 

So it was a principle? 

~1rrun . 

And did you ever have any trouble lrith that principle yourself -
did you ever feel that it wasn ' t something you could support? 

Support , mmm - no , no , no , it \'las I mean I - I irrunediately like 
accepted that ,.,hole thine; like , you kno,., I mean , thinking I mean 
you - obviously you ,.,ere thinking like about - of say - say , not 
supporting this ,.,hole thing like , you kno,., , and - and thinking 
like really into ,.,hat it means like , you kno'"' ' this whole question 
of non racialism - but in I mean - it became quite clear like to 
you that that ,.,as the only way .for\'lard like I meill'l like , and be­
cause you met - you met 'ci th ( ••••• • ••• • ) of' l'lhi te people like, 
you kno,., , in Cape To1ro -

In P . E. in fact like although there ,.,ere this anti white feeling 
you - you got in contact with some - some r e ally nice '\'lhite people 
I mean - it ' s not necessarily politically like - like - like con­
scious like , you lmow, or where - but you find that - you .found 
whites that ,.,eren 1 t racist like , you lmow·, and - and that is type 
of' thing s like that makes you realise I mean , you lmo,v , that this 
is the only lvay like - like ahead like , you knolv -

That even that you - that you must in .fact like try and l'lin the 
,.,hites over to - to the struc;gle also like , you kno,., I mean , that -
that thinc;s became quite clear like, you lmo,., , in a short space 
like of say - say , my political development like , you lmow. 

And did you ever remember arguing ,.,i th people lvho didn 1 t support 
non racialism - '\vere there people at Dush l<Jho said ac;, this is 
nonsense - ,.,as there an AZAPO kind of or DC groupine; - do you ever 
remember 1vhat you lvould argue ,.,i th those people at all? 

Ja , at Bush you - you found some of these people like , you kno,., , 
arcuine say , in that ,.,ay like , you lmo,., , even - even back at home 
also , you lmo,., I mean some of my old friends that I ' ve met have 
actually like turned to BC like , you lmOl'l I mean DC like , you know, 
and you ,.,ere made to think now I mean and you came into contact 
with those people and - and had like discussions and arguments 
like , you lmo,., , ,.,i th them -

But the 1vay you - you presents your are;uments were more in terms 
of' say - say , the practicalities of say - say , our struggle like 
the revolution like .for\'lard ahead like , you kno\-r I mean , 1-rhere 
does this '\vhole philosophy of BC actually lead to like , you knolv I 
mean - it doesn ' t in any way plot I mean say - say , exactly like 
the 1vay our strugc;le like - like should develop like , you kno,., , 
and it - BC never really made me - made sense in terms of that like, 
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• • • • you lmo'" ' for me like , you lmo'" - BC I mean '"e al l realised 
that BC had an important role like , you lmo'" ' \d thin - lci thin -
in our struggle like , you know, it played a hell of a tremendous 
role say , especially in the ' 70 ' s like I nean in trying to - to 
revive like the lvhole spirit o:f resistance like , you kno'" ' but it 
couldn ' t move beyond that like , you lmo'" - that is more ho\of we -
\ofe tackled this '"hole question like , you lmo'" ' having r ead histor y 
like , you kno'" ' realising the - the role of - of - of \ofhi tes like , 
you lmo,.,, l'li th - within our struggle like I mean , and challenging 
them say , BC orientated people with those - '"i th those like - like 
aspects like , you lmow, with people like I mean -

You - you read about peopl e like Helen Joseph, Denis Goldberg -
all these other - other - those '"hi te people t hat had to - that 
were involved in the struggle like , you lmo\o~ , and I mean those 
people , let ' s say the BC people couldn ' t like really explain to me 
like lo~hy the '"hites should not be like involved in the struggle 
like , besides I mean the \ofhole question that they - they not part 
o:f the oppressed and therefore they shouldn ' t be like , you knOl-l -

But then again the history like - like o:f our struggle like proved 
them (?) and pointed out to you that no , you - you do get genuine 
'"hi te people like in a revol - even revolutionary '"hi te people like, 
you lmo'"' and thincs like that - and the '"hole question of say , 
even the - the '"hite '"orking class like , you lmo'" I mean - the 
\o~hole question of - o.f them like came up also - are they allo~ays 
goinG to be like , you lmow, in the :foreseeable .future be part or 
support I mean the - the lofhi te ruling class I mean , you kno'" -

And things are developing like I mean - and only no'" I mean people 
are - are seeing tllat thing , you lmo,., , that there ' s even potential 
in organising the - the reactionary lvhite '"orkinc; class like , you 
kno'"' because they are being affected by the economy o:f the country 
like , you lmo,v , drastically no,.,, you :=ee , and that even \ve should 
look at - at organisinc; those people lil~e , you knol·T , and lvinnine; 
them over to the struggle . 

Do you - did you at any time when you \vere aettina th:i s political 
education and learn:i.nc- at Bush , or a:fter\vards, or be :fore , hear o:f 
stuff like the Coloured .Peoples Congress or the Unity Novement 
and some of the historical organisations - even things like the 
anti CAD and the National Liberation League , some o:f the historical 
organisations that the Coloured community ' s been involved in? 

lfell , never before like , you k.nO \v, but only \vhen - \vhen one started 
off like - like getting more inv olved like , you lmow, and reading 
up in history like , you lmo'"' ' you came across things like the 
Coloured Peoples Congress like , you knolv , and ( Laugh) it l-Ias :funny 
\ofhen I went - ,.,hen I came :from Bush like holidays I asked my mother 
about this Coloured Peoples Congress , does she lmo\o~ about it - she 
says yes I mean she lmo,o~s - she lmo\vs about those guys because 
Correction : - she lmows about those Coloured Peoples Congress 
and I asked her ,.,J,y didn ' t you tell me and , you kno\o~ , I didn ' t 
1vant to still (?) inject more like - like (Laugh) the things into 
your mind like , you lmo,., -

Ja, but I mean then you came across Coloured Peoples Congress and 
Unity l\lovement specifically like , you l;:no'"' ' because they saw that 
some - some presence especially in Cape Tolm like , you know I mean 
evidence (?) o:f them still like being present in Cape To'm like , 
you kno\o~ - in organising in Bellville you came across these •••• 
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• • . • Unity :Hovement people , you know·, lvho \vere really problematic 
like, you know, like you knou, in say, to - I menn .for us like, 
you knolv - you read about anti CAD and all those thine;s like, you 
knolv, so I mean you eot from where lvi tlt these oreanisations also 
like , you knolv . 

Hhat \vas the problem lvi th the Unity hovement .for you? 

Ja , \vas this w·hole question of' - the same thing - same thing about 
say - say , lvhi tes - involve enougl1 lvhi tes in the struggle like , 
you knO\v (?} lvhere you being - havinc- this non racial say - say, 
outlook like , you kno,v , and more - being more supportative of' the 
A .N.C. position like , you knolv - you kno,., , this ,.,hole ( •••••••••• ) 
of' all lvhites beine liberal like, you know· , and - and that is the 
point like - that ' s the worry or the concern that they supposedly 
express like , you kno,., - these people are -

These people lvill sell out at any time like , you knolv, and they 
even informers like , you know, many o:f them are informers and they 
cite the example of' Craig 1filliamson in .fact if' they have (?} -
in .fact that \vere member of' NUSAS like , you kno,., , :for some - .for 
some time , you kno,v , and these con - this destructive role that he 
actually like played like , and they cited quite like - like ex­
amples of' this nature -

13ut then you tend to - then you counter these argnments by - by 
saying no, but you get Coloured liberals , you c-et black liberals 
I mean , you kno,v , and you get black middle class people I mean and 
not as - you don ' t - not all the black people in the country are 
progressive I mean and they - you .find a lot o£ reactionary black 
people like , you 1010\v, so that is lvhere \ve (Laue-h) lve actually 
like - like tended to say - say, counter thes e ar..suments ( ••••• ) 
like , you knO\'i o 

And lvhat about the very kind o:f strict co'lgrcss position of' .four 
nations or separate ore;anising in the - historically the ( •••••• 
• • • • • • • • • ) was there, but holv did you .feel about liKe in Johannes­
burg the J O.JAC org anisation or the :!-:- IC and the T IC? 

J a, t hat - that \'las no - no problem like I mean .for - .for - .for me 
lik e, you lmou to really internalise also the lvhole question of' -
of' say , the separate development of' neople like, you kno,., , being 
classified simply in terms of' specific - tho specific race like , 
you 1010lv 1 and - and Jivine in specifical l y and de.fined communities 
like , you 101o,., - I mean , you see , you - you tend to see this problem 
like , you know, o:f - of' havine difficulty in organising like the 
people like across these broad say - say , perspective like of' I 
mean oreanising Africans and Coloureds into one organisation like , 
you 1010\'11 seem to be very, very dif'f'icuJt like, you knolv -

And even nolv ,.,e still .find - we still have the same problem like , 
you 1010\'11 in - besides of the trade - even the trade unions you 
find that ( •••••••••••••••• ) lvhere the Coloureds although they are 
part o.f ( ••••••••••••••••• ) trade union like , you knolv , still tend 
to think of' them as beine I mean Coloureds like, you know, and 
being very reactionary sometimes like , you knO\v -

Also like in our politjcal - in our - in the way I mean that we 
'"e organise in - in our area speci£ically also you realise that 
there ' s still - those people are very much back\vard still like , 
you l01o,.,, the Coloured people like , you kno,.,, and you have to •••• 
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ore-anise them as Coloureds like, you know, like you know, in 
order like - like to inject like progressive content like, you 
kno,'l , into the '"hole thing . 

So then l..rhen you - did you :finish at Bush - did you get a degree? 

No , no , I le:ft Dush two years ago now in 1 84 - I still need one 
course - one :final year course I must still do but I didn ' t go 
back - but then (?) you know. 

Why did you leave? 

Nany things l..rhen say , as you become more and more involved like , 
you knOl'l , there ' s a lot o:f more ( ?) say , responsibjlities like as 
being - being placed on your shoulders - more a question o:f - o:f 
say, your involvement beine hampered like , you know, l'lhilst one is 
studyine in :fact like , you know , and ••••• 

Your political •••••• 

Ja , and my living in Port Elizabeth and seeing that things were 
developing like say, quite rapidly there like, you know , and sig­
nificantly in our areas like , you knOl'l, I really :felt I l..ranted to 
be back like , you knol..r , in - in Port 2lizabeth like , you know, 
rather than being in Cape To'v.n like , you kJ.10l'i · 

So you went back in? 

1985 I started o:f~ in P . E . aeain I mero1 . 

And what did you do? 

Well , I just slotted into like the structures that were set up 
like , you know, that ( •••••••••••••••••.•••• ) over the time the 
Youth Organisations trying to - to start I mean in my specific area 
where I live in P . ~ . there ' s no like - like structure as there 
weren ' t structures yet , you know , so trying to set up structures 
like, you lalow· , youth organisations within our nrea, you Know -

That was the prime motivation like :for me not goine back to - to -
prime reason not goine back to Bush again in ' 85 , you know, although 
I :failed this one subject like , you knolv, and realising that I· 
have to probably at some stage complete the course, but I think 
the political say, responsibilities like, you k:nolv, '"as the over­
riding :factor like, yon know, in my decision not to go back , ja. 

So did you succeed in setting up some structures? 

Ja, I mean - althont::h it lvas very di:ff'icult like, you lmOl'l I mean 
because - but the climate that was created a:fter the - the anti 
election campaign o:f ' 84 like , you kno,'l , really opened up a lot 
of' possibilities like , you know - that ' s the l'lay like we see - I 
in ~act saw it also like, you knolv, that the people have been or­
eanising lvith - '·lithin our areas like on the anti election like 
like campaign, so the possibility o:f finding people like, you know , 
that have been say, sufficiently politicised like, you lmow, with 
that caJnpaic;n lvi th - with the - the prospects (?) l'lere quite good 
like , you know - in ~act we did in fact manage to :find quite a 
lot o:f say, Coloured chaps like I mean and people in our area like, 

you knolv, that - \vho l'lere willing to come into oreanisation •. • • 
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• • • • like , you kno1v-, and \ve have set up structure like , you knolv , 
in our area (?) like 1vi th a group of peopJ e . 

And lvhat about a job - \vhat work did you do? 

Ja, no , I - I started teaching then \vhen I came to - to - to Port 
Elizabeth , also 1vith specific like like intention like , you know, 
of' say , the - 1ve had a student organisation it ' s also developing 
like 1vi thin the Coloured areas like , you knolv , and going to school 
like , you kno1-.r, I sa,., it as assisting like and developing like say, 
student organisation as well like , you lmow , within ( •••••••••••• . . . . . . . ) -
Bein~ in a position to - to be in touch with a lot of students like 
every day like, you know, finding out I mean looking round and -
for students like , you know, and helpin0 their (these) things -
then also the question of organising teachers - that also became 
important like , you know, especially now it ' s very crucial like in 
fact like , you kno,., , and that is where I play say - I ' m more active 
like , you know· , in the teachers organisation like that has emerged 
last year in 1 80, 1 85 like , you kno,., . 

lvhich one is that? 

Eastern Cape Teachers Union - it ' s mainly a Coloured like organ­
isation like , you know - you have these Unity l-lovement people 
within the organisation , and then of course us also like , you know , 
but it ' s confined mostly to the Coloured high schools like, you 
know. 

And your involvement 1'/ith the church? 

lvith the church very limited in fact like, you kno,., , besides last 
year during the IYY campaign - at that time I \'las quite - quite 
involved 1'lith the - say , the church youth structures like , you know, 
during - during last year, you kno,., •••• 

Catholic? 

Ja - and ,.,hen (?) I ,.,ent to the Catholic youth immediately ,.,hen I 
came from Cape To1m I joined the Catholic youth because I mean 
there I kne,., a lot o.f people like 1'li thin the Catholic youth like, 
you lmo,.,, but they ,.,ere so conservative I moved out , you lmow, 
1vhen - instead o.f 1vorking with other youth ~roups , church youth 
groups like , you kno,., , like the Noravian (?) and the Lutherans 
like , you kno1v , because they tend to be more progressive like , you 
kno,., - so especially (?) 1'li th the ( .•••••• ) International Youth 
Year campaie;n I mean 1ve saw it as a - qui to an opportunity like, 
you kno,., , to really get (?) to these peo.~.)le li.ce , you know, or­
e-ani sing like around the International Youth Year campaign like , 
you knO\v 

So a lot of - a lot of my \VOrk last year ,.,as concentrated on -
on say, in that area like , you kno1v , on church yout~ groups like , 
you lmow , especially getting into church youth activity like off 
the crotmd like , you lmo1v , because you find I mean still this 
tendency of say , different denominations like , you lmo1v , sticking 
like - sticking toeether like , you 1-::no,., - you not really coming 
into contact 1'li th other church youth gro11ps .1 ike , you know· , so 
that \vas the type of development that 1ve tried to establish like , 
you lmo,., , or to create like 1'li thin the area like , you know -

But say, now I ' ve moved say, more out of the church youth scene 
like, you kno1·1 , and mainly concentrating- on building the youth 
org anisation and - and the teachers organisation in fact , you kno,., . 
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And what ,.,.as your home language? 

A:frikaans I mean , ja - but you had this tendency no,.,. developing 
among specially the Coloured people movin~ a\.,ray from Afrikaans 
like , you lmo,.,. , to,.,rards say - say , English like , you know - and 
( Laugh) I found that in my family as \'!ell , ,,here the first ( ?) -
we six - six children - the first five ,,ere broucht up with 
Afrikaans langua{;e and the sixth one they started using English 
like , you l<nu,,.. , into the family like, you l<nOl·T. 

So does he not spe~< much Afrikaans , or she , the youngest on e ? 

Ja , she ' s in - at an English s chool in fact like, you know. 

And does that - is there a re~ection o:f Afrikaans 
• • • • • • • • • • • • backg-round noise) - ,.,.hat is i t 1 

( ........... . 
In my :family I don 1 t think it ' s that \'lay like , you know, that 's 
many other people .like - like see this \vhole thing like of re­
jecting Afrikaans like , you know - many people see it that \'lay 
like , you kno''~ ' Afrikaans ( Laugh) being the language of the opp­
resser and things like that , you lmo,.,. - but my mother \'las - I mean 
apart from speaking Afrikaan s at home I mean she ' s a1 \'lays been 
say , .l.!.'nglish speaking like , you know - my father ' s more Afrikaans 
speaking than ( ••••• • ••• • ) like , you lmo,.,, and say that - also my 
mother she 1 s very much involved in the church structures and 
thines like that I mean , and the basic language there is Engli s h 
like , you kno,.,. I mean . 

But what about yourself - do you - ,.,.ould you not speak Afrikaans 
on principle? 

No , no , no - no , I 1 ve got no problems with Afrikaans (Laugh) in 
fact - I think it ' s a beautiful language also - it ' s not that type 
of reaction in :fact like , you know. 

And do you think in South Africa in the future that it ' ll still 
be around? 

I think so , most definitely. 

Just one other thing - l'lhat ,.,ere you telling me initially about 
your background - about this German grandfather . 

lvell , I don 1 t really think much about him - I just 1mo,., that -
that - that be came from that place I mean - that 1 s \vhere it ended 
in fact like , you know - I never really felt a neect to really go 
into that like , you kno,.,r - it l'lasn ' t (Laug h) important for me . 

So - and do you have any kno,.,rledge of the different baclq~rounds 
hi.storically in your :family - ,.,hether there ,.,as ah'lays Coloured 
or ,.,hether it "\vas Nalay or African - a.nythine like that? 

Ja , say, my mother ' s - my grandmother I mean she 1 s a Halay I mean 
you lmolv - in fact my father ' s mother also , you kn0\'1 - my mother ' s 
ercat grandfather he \vas a French I mean , you lmo''~ ' things like 
that - O. K., that type of things you - you investigate like , you 
know , just up to a certain point , not really wanting to really go 
right back into your say - say , background like , you know - just -
but ~t was just mentioned like , you lmow, at times - you just ask 
these questions like , you know . 

And ,.,.hat doe s it say in your book o:f lii'e? 
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No , I ' m Cape Coloured . 

And is there much Labour Party in your area? 

Right say, up be:fore the anti election campaign I mean they still 
had a quite strone; presence I mean, you lmo,., , - I mean people I 
mean used to think that they ,.,ere very proc-ressive at one stage 
like in the Labour Party, you lmo,., - in :fact if I can remember the 
elections that ,.,ere 'held I mean 'for the C ~C , the Coloured Hep­
resentative CounciJ , in those times I mean Labour Party ,.,ere very 
popular I mean , you lmo,., - they had majority support like ,.,ithin 
our communi ties like , you know -

And I mean that Labour Party would have : Correction : 

And I mean the Labour Party were definitely like say , the dominant 
like say - say , political force I mean for a lone; time now I mean 
until this anti el cction like thing came on, and significant in 
P.Jl. . I mean the support has dropped tremendous like - they ' ve only 
managed about JO percent support o.f the people like , you know 
that was ,.,i th the anti election campaie;n , and even after that I 
mean I think it ' s decreased even more like , you kno,., , because ( ?) 
there ' s a big difference bet,.;een Cape To\m and in Port Elizabeth 
like say, the Labour Party influence like , you lmow, but that ' s 

That is still their stronghold like in fact like or the place 
,.,here they have the strongest base like , you kno,., , is Port Eliza­
beth like , you lmow· - but I mean my mother and father used to 
support Labour Party - my whole .fw1ily and anybody they knew were 
Labour Party people 1 ike , you kno,., , because they ,.,ere to some 
extent ,.,ere progressive at one stage like, you kno,., , but now this 
whole - ho,., can I say - organising (?) people as Coloureds like , 
you l<no,., , I mean people are shif'tine; like, you kno,., , alV'ay from 
that position like slo,.,ly ~ you kno,., , but it ' s more over the - the 
issues as they come in (?J and mist~ces Labour Party made like 
into going into a tricameral parliament lmo,.;ing that I mean it • s 
going to be a useless exercise and that - that is '\~>'hat people 
actually made - ,.,hat made people to shift like away from Labour 
Party like , you lmo,., -

And also they have tried many things like , you kno,., , intervening 
at some stages like in the community lV'ith regards to rent inc r ­
eases - they are involved '\ri th the management committees , you 
l<now I mean- the Labour Party ' s ( • • •• • • • •• ) on committees like , 
you kno,.,, and they weren t t in any position to - to block I mean 
the rent - things like rent increases like , you kno,., , and other 
type of things like, you know - but yet they tried to intervene 
like , you knolv , to - to calm people do'm like , you know, when 
these issues like came up and they made serious blunders like in 
doing that like in promising people that they going to do some­
thing about this rent increases and have actually - they ,.,ere 
living in the boots (?) like , you l<nOlV' -

And people arc clearly seeing themselves no,., - seeine; the Labour 
Party is collaborating I mean wi t'1 lJotha no\·l I mean, you l<no,., -
you t:;et this type 0 f like - like ( . • • • • • • • • ) like , you knO\V' • 

And your parents no\v , would they support the Labour Party? 

No, no, my parents are completely UDl<' supporters like , you know . 

And just one last thing - \vould the young kids that you encounter 
in the school - arc you still teaching? 
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Yes , yes . 

Do you :find tllat they ' re - l~hat is their vie,-; in terms of' non 
racialism - do they su~port it? 

Say, lri th the younc kids that that type of' say - say - say , 
thinc-s haven ' t deve·l oped like yet , you 1mo,., I menn - you :find 
they are very - very militant many of' them like , you lmow· , but 
I don ' t thinlr they understand the issues like really - and in 
fact on a broad level also I mean I tl1ink there ' s a lot of -
many people don ' t Lmderstand the lvhole question of' non racialism 
in .fact like , you know I mean -

I th:ink the '~hole concept o:f non racialism is more like say , 
concentrated into - into say , the activists like , you kno\~ I mean -
say , it 1 s the - the understanding of' non racialism and the prin­
ciple of' non racialism is more like concen tra.ted on a activist 
ty,~.?e of' level like , you know - but apart (?) from the more mil­
itant say - say , poli tieised African areas like , you kno'v I mean 
lvhere the UDF is effective like say - say , organising the areas 
like I mean and they ' ve in j ected like this lvhole question of' non 
racialism like , you knolv -

But say, in our area still people don ' t have that - necessarily 
that understanding like , you kno,v , as say, as lve - \ve have like , 
you kno'~ I mean of' the whole question of' non racialism like , you 
lmolv - the kids at school I think they very racist still like , 
you kno,., , in outlook , anti w·hi te like , you kno,., I mean - that is 
the position in fact like , you kn0\'1 -

But then again their attitudes to,.,ards - to,vards Africans hasn ' t 
also developed like , you know, into a proe-ressive like under­
standing like also like , you kno,., - many of' them are (Laugh) are 
not - many o:f them I mean take - take part in student boycotts 
like and things like that , but then they still talk about kaf'f'irs 
and things like that , you kno,~ ••••••••••• 

END OF SIDE ONE . 

And that is the thine-s \ve trying to - to - to say , educate the -
like - like and conscientise the younger students like - like 
about like - like , you knolv - but also lve don ' t have the problem 
of' say , BC '..ri thin our area like , you lmolv I J1({Ul - it ' s like -
like say , instilling that - that type of say , attitude into -
into our students like , you kno,~ , this lvhole BC idea like , you 
knolv , of beine - of' being anti '~hi te like , you knolv , and - and 
and - so the people lvho organise in our area are basically all 
say - say, proponents of' say , the non racial like say , principle 
like , you lmo,.,. 

But I thouc;ht you just said that some o:f them haven ' t moved yet •••• 

Yes, yes I mean they haven ' t moved yet like , you kno'~ I mean but 
I mean - but as I say , the basic they arc being organised around 
like I mean these - these positions like , you kno,., , but they still 
got o Jong lvay to e;o in fact like , yOLllmolv, say , the Coloured 
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. . • • students within our area lilre , you knol..r . 

Do you think they ' rc moving in that dj_rection? 

Ja , depends like , you lcno,..r , the - I think it ' ll depend on - on ­
on the strene-th of' oreanisations like, you lcno'..r - at this stage 
I \V'Ottldn ' t - arc not really very strone- like in the Coloured areas 
in P . E . like , you kno,..r , but I mean as I mean \..re gain say , more and 
more support I mean , you kno,..r , I mean ,.,e con say , conscientise 
people like , yo~ Jcnow, politicise them along - along those lines 
in fact like , you kno\v -

I mean ,.,e see like as - almost like the same thine that - the -
the students have a basic like , you lcno''~' type of' say - say , BC 
outlook like , you kno'" ' that students that ,.,e find at school no\v 
they have a - the basic BC outlook like as that developed like 
say , in - in say , 

4
'1ast years like , you lmo,..r , almost as a natural 

development of people like, you 1mo,..r, fron a conservative (?) 
into a BC type of say , outlook into a more proeressive like type 
of thing like , you lcno,..r. 

Haybe you could just say one thing about the future - ho'" do you 
sec the future South Africa in terms of race? 

Well , I think and - I think that 1 s \'lhat w·e c-oine to ahiays try to 
ens urc l.il~e , you 1mo'"' to uphold this whole principle of non rac­
ialism like , you lcno'" I mean within our future society I mean -
that is going to be a tremendous like say - say , battle I mean 
that ue 'dll have to like fight and - and - and I mean I think 
that ( ••••••••••••••• )everyone to create is one completely truly 
non racial like I mean despite I mean the different like even the 
African like groups I mean , different etlmic say - say, differences 
like, you lmo,., , and - and there ' s the question of' these puppet 
homeland like people like , you lmo'" ' tryinG to move back to,v-ards 
this say , African - not African but these different strictly like 
rigid like African or - or - or say , ctlmic c-roups like , you lmo'" ' 
instilling that - that type of' say - say, consciousness (?) of' 
e-ainine (e;ettinc;) to people like , you lmo'" I mean , because I think 
our struggle has - has developed in such a '"ay that people have 
moved like away from - from strictly defining themselves as say , 
Xhosa or Zulu like , you lmow -

But '"i th these problems of' say , Gatsha Duthelezi like , you know, 
really ore;anisine people around I mean along those lines , tribal­
istic lines I mean , you know, but I think the - the - the demo­
cratic movement is quite clear on that like , you kno,., , and I think 
and I ' m sure that in the future South Africa that ' s - that ' s one 
struge;le that I mean that we goine; to ensure like , you k:no'" ' is 
goine; to be one like , you know, that '"e - that '"e develop into a 
truly non racial like - like society like , you lcno'" -

These questions of' minority rights being protected I think that is 
bullshit I mean , you know, that - that '"on 1 t be say , I mean the -
I mean dif'f'eren t races I mean that - that \von 1 t be a factor like 
I think , you know , in a society like, you lmow, of' the future like, 
you ]<nO\\To 

And \'lhy do you say that ' s bullshi t to have minority rights pro­
tected? 

No , because I mean '"e not - how can I say - this whole question 
of - of' - of' say , different races like in the conntry and diff­
erent like say, etlmic groups like , you lmo'" I mean - I don ' t •••• 
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P. G- . . • • • think the emphasis should be on that - l mean lve should 
respect I mean t~c differen t cultural say - s a y - say backerounds 
l mean and •••••••• • •• (Tape off) 
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