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J . F. So ii' I can start by askina you '\vhere you 'tvere born and 'tvhen? 

F . E . Yes , 'I auess I just continue telling you the story un ti 1 you de.cide to 
ask me something else? 

J . r . J a , but '\vhat I ' d like you to say is lvhat lvas your backeround •••• 

F . E . Yes , yes , yes - I como f'rom a broken family - my :father lcf't our family 
lvhen I was three '\veeks old , o.nd my father comes ""'rom In 1 ian bo.ckground 
and my mother comes f'rom Halo.y background, and there '"as some kind of' 
ethnic problems bet'\veen thecoe tuo communi ties as \'lOll 1 q_nd so my mother 
'\vas dis Ol\'l1Cd by her i'ouily for (S(;t. ..,ina married to my f':;~thor - \·ve li vod 
in a t't'IO roomed hous o , t'tvO roo ned moaninG there 'tvcre just t't'IO rooms i n 
tho house and a ki tchon , on the 'tvrona side of' 1lynbere in the Cape - I 
say the 'tvrong side because when the '\vhi tes lvanted our side of' the area. 
there 1·ns this one road, South Road , 'tvhi.ch divided - 'tvh:i ch d i vided .. 'yn
bere f'rom Plumstoad , and the Halay community i .. South Af:ric"', the f'am-

J.F . 

iliec: are still very exteniod , like my grandmother and my uncles and 
aunt·i e!" and so on and so forth , and all of us 'tvould live in one place , 
rig 1 t , before I '\vas born , bt..t all My uncles and aunties lived in ryn
berr "!nd - and my cousins and their children , and :it is very much still 
t:he case . 

lve lived in the '\vrone side , and so ,.,hen the Group 1c re"'"' c-,me ,.,e had to 
1 e.,ve and it ,,•as - I mean it was a f'rial ten ine experience - I was about 
four or i'ive years old, but I remember it very clearl) , "lnd I c ouldn ' t 
quite understand 'tvhy the whole f'ami 1 y could stay b'lck and - and '\ve had 
to leave , but I couldn ' t understand this one side of the road idea -
it lvas an ordinary small rood - it lvo.sn ' t a \vi.de roan , it wasn ' t a 
hieh,vay - you kno'tv , in South )f'rica you bo.ve the phenomena of hiehways 
di vidinc- COlllmuni ties - a hif'"h't\•ay in a field and on the other side of' 
the bi.gh'tvay "'1 so a field , and there the t'tvo di.f'f'erent conununi ties - and 
so we lei't for a place called Bonteheuwel. 

B ut my earli.est .._")olitical il"l )recosions w·ere on Republic Doy , ,.,hen South 
A.frico. ,.,..as declarf'<'l a repnblic i,.1 196:!. , and I '\vas about f'ive years old 
at that time •••• 

You '\vere born in 1 9 5...,? 

l'hnt ' c: correct - I 't..ras ~ l ve years old at that time and I retnE>mber 
clearJy my brother broueht home this Medal that they eot at school , 
these Republic Day medals , and I sported one - and then there ~"'s this 
elderly lady , Oma .Arens e , \vho lived next to us , m1d then she said that 
die kaf'f'irs rrao..n jon vane; als jy die medal clr;:~o"i. - you know·, the kaf'f'
irs ~re c;oina to catch you and they going to bent you up if' they see 
you '""l?~rinf'" tl1at medn 1 - and there 'tvere also some hl"lclr people li vine 
in that area 'td th uc:; • 

.Anyl..ray I took the medal off', but 1 kept on ,.,onderin?; what is it that 
the blacks have aeainst his - this particular kind of' symbol - of' 
course - and the 1vhole thi .. g o.lso symbolises the - the separateness 
bet\veen the N:alay conmun - bet·peen the - t'1e Coloured community and 
the African community , and the f',ct that it was quite I '1e"'n - my bro
ther could come home with the medal and all the other children at 
school did have the medals - it 1 s also an indication o:f where the 
Colo 1red conununi '-Y o:f those days 't..rere - I .neWJ I remember in my very 
early school days the f'act that we '"ould s i ne the national anthem at 
school , the national an - the South African National Anthem , or the 
regime ' s national anthem - it ' s not being sung at all any more - and 
I mean I think those arc sienificant indications of' 'tvhcre our community 
'\vas. 
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'-'e moved to Dontehem'lel and it was absolute was tel on 1 - it was just 
'\.ras teland - ue moved into a Sllall t'\'IO roomed housE> - <1gain i. t \'las 
.c-ive brothers , myseJ.f and one .:.ister , 1.;ithout a f''"ltlc..r , and my mother 
five of' us , I think - four of' u~ 1.;ere stil:l. at school , and my mother 
and then (? J l1ad to r;o and \'lork , and I rememb~r f'or the f'irs t three 
nights or living in .Jont.ehou\·101 my - my mothE-r and my brothers got 
lost I mean from - because it ' s like you just s~e sand , and all these 
houses look exactly ali1 e - you kno,., , these 1' t~le matchbo~ 1- ouses -
any,.;ay that. is ,.,here \ve lived f'or a number of' years until 1 finished 
my schoolinG in about t 70 or somethinG like that . 

Bontehemv-el \vas - I loved GOing back to Dontehemvel - I moan I enjoy 
Dontehoul'lel , but it hasn ' t been like this all tho time and I enjoy it 
f'rom qui. to another angle - t'\'lo important things happened i.n Donteheu
\'lel - no\v Donteheu\vel of' course , l i l<e all "Lhe otl10r displaced c ommun
ities , people have been t1.ro'm from so many di-'''f'erent areas and here 
they arc thro1m - my mother \vas r".lpe<'l in Don tehemvel , and I remember -
and the impact i"' had on us a s 1 i ttle children , \'/hen the police came 
in and out and ,.,.e - \VO di~n 1 t bXactly k:tlO\v \vl at ,.as happeninG, and yet 
1ve knc\'1 that something ~:i cl sure had taken plac~;;; - i. t \'lOS a terr - and 
none of' us has spo''e about it after that ar;ain - and my brol..l)Er , my 
one brot;hcr wanted (? 1 to live in Durban , and he \'las a teacher in a 
religious community th<'re , and then he came back to Donteheuwel and 
ag,in "Lhis whole thing of' a displaced community and people being dis 
orientate-d - he joined up with one of' the local ~angs , ended up serv
in~ about ten years f'or murder, and is presently still a - a warlord 
in Donteheuw·el - he ' s the only person in our f'ami ly \·rho has not moved 
out o:f Donteheu\'lel - he seems to enjoy the pull of' the Ghetto - he -
he ' s a :Handrax merchant - he ' s a Nandrax merchant and he ' s doi ng very 
1vell f'or himself' . 

He ' s paraJysed , having- been beaten up by the police at some point or 
the other, but that is his life at the moment • ••• 

He ' s paralysed in one limb? 

Yes , yes , but the remarkable thin{" ic that I mean Islam 'lS a reliP-ion 
still exercises a - a very important hold over the mornlit.y of' the 
Huslims , and our f'ronily is one of' those old :families '\'lhere you ' ve got 
priests running t.he f''"lmily - I mean I ' m the present priest in charge 
of the \vhole extended f'runily , but with decent - very decent and up
right and , you lmow, a ... orally fine k'.r u o~ family \dt.1 u 1cles and 
aunties and cousins and second cousins , and people \'lho run the sho,., 
at the mosque and people \'lhO run the show 1'li th reliaious rituals and 
that. k i nd o.f thing , and the rem1rkabl e thing is that i t f e 11 to the 
lot of' one of' my brother.s , '\'lho by accident lived on the other side of 
the road , and then \'lC h1d to go to Bontchemvcl - I mean the other 
fami ly is , in the very normal sense or th~;;; middle class sense of' the 
\'lOrd , very upric;ht - I nean there are no criminals in our f'!llllily - I 
mean he t s like really a black sheep , and I don ' t think ;l L ' s a coin
cidence , m;:m , thnt - and the only 1voman in our .rami.ly thrtt 1va.s raped 
''as My mot. her , in Bontehem'lel , and t h~ only criminal that came .from 
our f'amily ,.,as in .Jonteheuwel , and this gives you an ide" of' the -
the impact that the Group Areas had as f'ar as the disruption of the 
lives of' lJeople ,.,ere concerned . 

Those ,.,ere some of my very early memories - yes , 1 como £rom a very , 
very poor :r~mily - there ,.,'"lS never enough money f'or - :for clothes -
my - ny <"arliest memories of school \'las the continuous stories that 
had to be told to the teacherc; nbout '\'lhy you don ' t have money fo r your 
books - I fo r got , mis'3 - I f o re;ot , miss - I f'orc;ot , c; i r - my mother 
f'orc,-ot to e;ive me the money - my mother says I must c;lve it next \'leek , 
sir - an endless -
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I mean f'rom - rror those very e~rl y ti '10.~ you beein to - the system 
:1re the teachers , ovl you sort of' ay , have a handkerchie .... , and your 
nails are s uppos eel t.o b(' clean , nnd the teac 1ers 11ad their own val11e c: 

and - and - and the poor had their Olm - t.h{' tC'qchers always c~MP f'rom 
other areas , you see - those \vere some or my imnressions , and of' course 
runnine across a very large f'ield every mornjng on my \vay to school , 
but running be cam~ e the - the f'ields '''ere :frost- laden and it \vould -
what you call - bite our f'eet - l mean I ' d oftpn eo to school b"lre
f'eet - very , very of'1.Pn - very of'ten there lvas nothine to eat in our 
in our homes - in Otlr house, and a f'avouri tc \vas sugar and brPad , so 
you put the suear 011 the bread and you - you 1 et the '\vater drip f'rom 
the tap and you lrind of' - so that the - so th'"llJ tlle sugar mny stuclc -
may stic'k to the bread - that is the kind of' family background that I 
come from •••• 

Can I j uc:;t ask you ,.,ere those early me mories at all permeated w·i th a 
feeling that the ,.,hj.tes ,.,ere responsible for the kind of' suf'f'ering or 
was there not that thought to make a link in that direction , or was 
there any sense tha-c ..: t was a class thing or - and \vas it overt , spoken 
by anyone of' politics , or \<Tas it just a sense you got at some time? 

Nmm - no , there lvas a very clear impression that the lvhi tes \<Tere res
ponsible for it , and apartheid was a big lvord in the language of' our 
people - the lvhi tes uere: responsible for it , the lvhi tes \vere in con
trol of' everythinG, but ... hbre uas a sense of' po\.;erlessness touards 
these lvhi tes lvho '\vere responsible for it , and this in one of' the fund
amental lvays in lvhich things are different no•·• - I mean people do not 
have a se;nse of polverless1css - they may not have been able to do much 
with this renewed sense of' confidence that they have , but I remember 
the '\vhole community \vas - that was the one thine - the other thing lvas 
viz- a-viz the blacks - the community \\US completely suspended betl'o7cen 
betl•ICen the blacks and the - and the \vhites - my only memories of' 
blacks lvere essentially of' tl .. o kinds - the one \.;as the bogey man , l\·ho 
\vas boin~ to catch you at night - if' you ' re not eoine to GO to bed die 
boetj (; - die bootie. '~am jou vang kom slaap, you see - the boetie is 
the black man , but it ' s not a derogatory term f'or black person - bootie 
literally means small brother - bootie also means black man , but bootie 
is also - you \vould also call the bl~clr man bootie , can I have some
t.hing, .I mean unlil c ..L mean people lvon ' t call .,~y, kaf'f':ir , can I have 
sometl.inc- , but boet-ie ' s an af'f'ectiono.t<.; term, .;1-li ch \vas quite. unusua- , 
I 1Jhinl • 

Dut do Af'rikaaners call each other boC;tie? 

No , no , tlte Coloureds call the Af'r:i.can men boetie - so die bootie ka.m 
jou vang - that '\<Tas an image that I had, the bogey man , and the other 
imabe. •••as of' the rni11onan - these arc the only tl'lO impressj.on., that I 
had o.f black people until the a6e of' lh - I had no contact •ii th black 
people , and \vhat \vas amazing is 1-hat w·e li vc,d on tl4c ot1 er side of' the 
road- it ' s again the road - you had tl-J.is highlmy , the vancruard Express
way , and then a field, then you had. the Coloured community - we lived 
on the edge of' that - and on the o thor side \vere the Langa hostels -
you had the bush - you had the bush and then you had the Lango hostels , 
but ima~ine I mean until the aee of' lh I hqd no contact with blacks , 
and my contact lvi th blac1·s occurred lvhen I had eone to attend a high 
schooJ seminar at the Universi~y of' Cape To,~, but they lived across 
-che road , and some - most people ask me uhar, i~ apartheid all about -
this i., lvhat apart11cicl is , to have people 1 i vin..; on the other side of' 
the road or the rnih..ray line or the hill, as in so many other parts of' 
South Afr:l.ca , and not to have any kind of' human contact or recognise (?) 
the person on the other side as a human bein t.~ and not as one mass of' 
lvhi tes , or as blacks. 
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'ut our people had a very clear idea that it 1.;as a raci al hin, - that 
it was the lvlrl tos ,.,ho 1-:erc responsible for a ll of' thj.s , that the whi tes 
were the probl ct'l i n South A:fri ca - I must point out , t h o u c;h , that they 
never thouc;ht of ~~c blacks as a part of t h e s o l ution - D~ tha~ ~tac;e 

they 1-.rcrc i n a limbo , a community - and this is , I thi nk, one of -
it ' s one of' the most bizarre communities in the ,.,.or J -'~ , the v o loured 
communjty , I mean t-he- the idea of' not bcinc; a. c o t>c r cnt part o f any 
s tructnrc of' a.ny 1ri ncl , a.nd you don ' 1:. - 1vherc co you belong .., o - ·md 
until - in ' 62 the ~cngo , the kine of' 'fa.las i a , invited the _ U"' l ins to 
come home - lnvi ted the Nalays to c one ho'"lC t:o 1-lalasia, a.nd h1.. offered 
to pa.y for their expenses and so on in bcin~ repa~ria~ed to - to Mal
asio - so until then I ne'Ul - o f' course the - the ''Tise thing on the 
part o -<' the commun - I don ' t thinl< it ,..,-as ( • • • •••••• ) or i f' i t "\vas just 
the f'c"!r o.f the unlrnmvn - t h ey didn ' t take the of'f'el" up , but it 1-.rasn ' t 
because they - it "tva<>'1 ' t be c ause they - they d i :lr! ' " 1-:ant to take the 
offer u 1 - it 1vas much more bee, usc they - t;hey 1vere a:frai d of' the un
kno,vn , rather than 2 clear statement th.,t ,.,c are a par t. of' outh Afr ica, 
we are a part of' "Lh~ oppressed - the co'1cept o:f the oppressed - I don ' t 
think that that conc~p"L was a common conce.._11- a"1on~st people - a con
cept was this enf'ra~chised - that 1-.ras a concc~t , but also not used by 
the ordinary pcopJ e , by the - by the upper rni ddlc class pco_pl~ - and I 
remember that cxrr~s sion used by some t<-<lchcr"' , ;-~nd it is F till an ex
press ion used by tlH' •ni ty ?-Iovemen t cro1TC1 , but then I t hink you t 11 kno1.; 
that by the - from the Cape ' s political tradition , they have played a 
very crucial role in the ideological :formation<;' o " the early days . 

':'he expression the oppressed 1-.ras •••• 

No , n o, the disenf'ra.nchised . 

Did you grow up 1-.ri th a knowledge of' the history of resistance in the 
Colourecl community , the A:fri c,n People ' s OrganisaLion , the Abdurahm"l.n , 
Gool , Unity Hovement at all? 

~o , nothinc;, that ' s - that lias an ab~olute bl'"'nk space - that '"as an 
absolute blonk space 11ntil the last :four , five years - that ' s hol-.r I 
came to - to read up ;:~bout these pe o p l e and so on - you see , I may have 
had I r emai ned in 1fynberc; with the rest of' the Nn.lay Coloured community , 
but not ln nontehemvel - in Bonteheu1-.rcl I mean , you see , you e;ro'" up 
with that kind o:f lrno1-.rled1_5e 1-.rhen there is some lrind o:f politic a l s oph
istication , but a politicol sophist ication \vhic! .. , cs_t>ecially in a 
ghetto that is nOl\" , is completely absent , and this is '~1-)y I mean they 
can - they can e;o a. long 1-.ray in a pla.cc like Khayclitsha , because 
Crossroads may be a. ehetto , but it has its mm sense o:f community, it 
ha.s its OlV!l traditions , its own history - that goes for District Six 
as ,.,ell , but I~hayelitsha 1-.ron 1 t have it - Khaycl.itsha ' s story is jus-c 
a stor.) of' people :fighting :for survival - Crossroads is the story o:f 
peo.~.le .fighting for survival , but in a conununity sense I mean th&y 
tbey ' vc l.~..>arned to live \-.rith each other , and this is l'lhy I mean in 
Dontehemvcl there 1-.ras no sense of' communi L.f , und so ther<.- ' ., nobody to 
tell these storied - there ' s no :favouritE:; cuy around the corner that 
you c;o and sit at the shop to go and lis·tcn to these storios , as 1vas 
the case in l:ynberc and in District Six . 

And did your mother - w·hat ,-;ork did she clo? 

Oh , yc~, -chat ' s anotlcr kind o:f very bad impression that I have of' 
tho.,e ye .... .cs - my mother '~as a f'actory 1>orlcer , and she 1"lonld o:ften leave 
very early in the morninc- , before 1ve <...~e •. n'lake , and she lvould return 
o:ften I mean at about seven in the eve1inc, a.nd then also the sexism 
in the 1vhole society- my brothers ,.,ere a.duJ. t::s , but they COltld not cook, 
they could not cl can tho ~ouse , "they could no., m~ke the beds , and so 
my mother ca.me home at Tli.C"'J.t. and she made the beds , and she had to do 
the cool-:ing. 
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~iys <.;l.f and my brother ' u;:. t elder than 1vhaL I am - older than l-lhat I am 
we did the cleal"'inc of - w·e - ,.,..e - 1ve made the beds , but that lvas the 
limit. of' lvhat onr 'Tlal.e commitment to tl·e house ,.;ould - 1·muld mean , 
cle'-lninc; the bed~ , you sec - so he-r<.; you had this uoman l·:ho - w"ho 
,,·ho 1·:orked the •·1 ~ole day in a f'ac tory , and sllc 1-1a.s a.n ironer, and she 
had to •••• 

She lvas a 1·:hat? 

An ironer , und s~e had to come hom~ at nic;bt an~ to pny o'tention to 
all t hese things - she died of' a heart. att.acl ... in - in '71 at the age 
of' 55 , and she was clearly oven.;o rked - s11(' c::tme home f'rom "the factor;· , 
and it ' s a thine; 1-:hic~ I like f'incl qu i te unf'orciveable , both the sexis n 
of' society as 1vcll as the oppression on the factory :floor - she forever 
complai.ncd about bcinc; tired and she - she quite often had to frequent 
hospitals a.r1d t."!- incs li.l{e that , but yet l mean she never smv some kind 
of' solution in the distribution of' 1vor1..- inside the hOL1Se - I mean like 
none o.f my bro ~;hers can cook , and of' course this 1·:hole thing is be inc 
perpetuatecl in onr 01-m homes at the moment - and you ' ve seen ( •••••••• 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • ) that I pay a lot of' attention to the 1-:hole question of' 
the s ocia.l. oppression of' ,,·omen - indeed I ' m 1vorl·inc- on a ... •1 av 'lt the 
moment cnllcd Nother , to talk about the oppressi.on of worn n in poli t 
ically liberated families , because I think it ' s - l .. hin1· -t t ' s very 
importnn .. t:o .force the issue of' the oppression of' llomen on-.o the ag
enda - onto the political agenda . 

I mean I think that people are just beinc bloody convenient and - and 
are usinc kind of' nl1 sorts of' politic'll jarF"on to - to :t>un away f'rom 
their 01m chauvi .nis11 , f'rom their 01vn i nabiJ ity to :free themselves f'rom 
tl1eir shackles , so i."L ' s all very convenient to talk about the political 
s~rucc;le comes f'irst and thorn is that and then the social emancipation 
of' lvomen , 1;his , that and the other , but other socie Li0 - I mean I ' ve 
been to vh<"' .Joviet Union recentily - other ~ocieties have taught us t.hat 
if' tlw ~l'/O thincs don ' "L go hand in h'lnd, tht;n there i"' no automatic 
liberat.io'1. of' ,,·omen af'r. r the political libe-r'lti on of' .,he country . 

How· do you think you got thi~ a1~arcness o " 'Tlale chauvinism and sexual 
oppression , given your home •••• 

.-\nd given the place l'/herc I studied - I studied in Pakistan , theology 
in in an institution ,.,here our textboo:Ys hqven ' t chanced .for the last 
six - six centuries - none of' the textbooks that l ~t.udicd is ne1<~er 
than six centuries , nnd qome of' the grammar textbool:fl - I mean our other 
textbooks are aA 1? ccntnrie~ old or somethinG li 1 e thnt ( Lauch) - I 
st:ill have all of' t.hem , I enjoy them - I thinJr it lvas ny mother - I 
think it l'/as - f'i.rs t of all .L mean I - there l\'"os o. - a strange link 
bctl·recn me a..,d Ler that th~re l'lol:"n ' t bct1;'een - betHccn her and the 
o t;hers , bPcaus e I ~vas thr~e l'lecks olcl 1'/he~, she "\'las abnnc1oncd by my 
f''lt.her, and so she had ~ '1e sense of' .. '"lro t~c tion of' this yom10 child that 
she hocl to loo:{ o...fter - .L mean j_ t - it t c: qni te pat he tic , tbree l'leeks , 
you knou, and then the "''1ther lef't , and he ' s the YOL1'1.[jest , and I was 
very f'rqil , n.nd so I tLinl'" I had a very deep sensitivity to"t.,:"~r•ls all 
the s u.ff'erings that "~"Y 1other endured , b 1" 11 c;o think that it; is also 
this that has polit..:.riAen me - it is .,his precic::c O.l\'areness of' seeing 
the oppression of' people i'1 the country CLl.lminnting j.n her , 1nd I think 
her plight as '"oman hc.s f'orced us to i.'ocus on th~ - on the opprpssion 
of' l'-'"OMen - I think it come across a bit n,ore vi vi.d, man , than in many 
other f'amilies, because at least in other f'n•1ilies you have the husbnnd 
beine the breachvinner in - in most othE-r - th0 husbancl is the bread
l'li.nner , and the mother ' s job is just different in that it is a 24 hour 
job , but in her - in her case I mean it , .. as a f''"'ctory job , l'lhich l'las -
which .nade her completely on par l'li th 01ll the o vhe r males .Ln tl c f'amily . 
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O:f course society has the myth, you kno,..... , that the guy ' s the bread
winner, so then you do the 'tvork at home , so I mean they can kind o:f (?) 
an oppressionist cushion in that way , because home 't·:ork is sL, osed 
to be lic;hter 'tvork, it ' s supposed to be moro casual- you don ' t 'tvork 
:for a boss , you don ' t work to the clock , so it- it ' s like no big deal 
i:f yon must w-ork tmtil 11 o ' clock , 1 2 o ' clock at n i Ght , ,,:hen your hus 
band has come and he ' s in bed already and you still tidying up the kit
chen - but in our case i. t 'tvas di:f:ferent because she - she had a boss 
and she had hours , and she had to rush :for - .for a train , wd that 
train thinr: ;:as ~..errible she had to run every morning, and she had 
to run t:very mo:rni'1._:; f'or a train , and rn.n every nj.ght to catch the 
train acoin . 

Dut ho'" did you translate seeing it in the home - there ' re enoueh -
there ore J?uople 't-rho grm.; up and sal> the ,,·omen in their :frunili&s opp
ressed , but how have you - how is it :for you become part o.f your pol
itical a'tvarencss , or uas there a:nythine that happened alone- the line 
as you eot older? 

K o , ~:;here 't-:as no thine dramatic - i .., ,.;os just these menories - no , I 
don ' t quite lmo;v ho'tv I 'tvould be di:f:ferent :from other .._'1eople - perhaps 
I ' m - I 1 m - one could also ask why - I mean I come f'rom Lont.ehemvel , 
and. the to'tmships o:f those days did not breed pol i ticc.l vc1.iv:ists 
I was the :fi n.t person to be detained , the :fir!:it : i cl ... ... chool .f!U.t")il to 
be deta.ined , i., about ten years and •••• 

1.'hen \las thu..,? 

~~11.en I "!.vab in sc1wol - that was in about ' 70 - i.n '70 - and it 't11as a 
big thin..; , it - i 1..o hit the headlines o:f the papers - it 't11as a bia story
I moon of' course :i.:f l eople eet deta i ned vOl1ay it ' s not a bia thing- any 
more , it ' "' - j_t also ["1ves you an i.,dicatio'1 :>.f ho'tv far 1"/e have come -
but one could also a::ok I mean ho't-r die I arou i n 1.. is - ·in this ~ arren
ness - in :f'1c ... livin{! in Donteheuu<-J I 1vas the national chairp6rbon o:f 
an orC'nnisa~..oion called . ~ional Youth Action , a non-racial ora~nisotion 
seehin[; to .._"'olit.; cise hie;h school students - I mean it \1105 - it was 
truly non-racial in tho 1..o there ,.,.ere lots o:f 1\:fricons and Coloureds and 
'"hi tes in the ore;anisation . 

O:f course DC uas T ilE philosophy o:f ~.bose days, ancl my en ~:.ire national 
exec 'tvas lvhite , 't-:hich of' course n-ives a lot o:f cre"~ibility t.o the 1vhole 
.uC idea o:f hmv- - o:!:' 101-: 'tdli tes had octually dominc...t..t::l.l 1:.l~e political 
scene in the lat..e ' ~'"vs and early '7Cs , and I think it \vas com.1Jle~..oely 
true , but o:f course the Coloure l cot'lmLni ty ._mel the black community 
have acquired a. political sophidtication toe ay 't-rhich really invalidates 
that argument - I mean th re is no 111oys th'1t. you ' 11 f'ind - that you 
:find say, I moan at a conference like tr~is , you knO'tv - you may :find 
ac<'ldem ·.cally ,,.bites stil::.. domina tint; the scenes , but not in terms o:f 
confidence to present your point o:f vicu or con:fido'lce :for you to stand 
up an.:l speak :for yourself' - you don ' t llave that ld.nd o.c- shyine a1vay any 
more . 

Any,voy so there 1vas this organisation, :Ta.tiona.J Youth Act:i on , 't-rhich I 
think liDS a very important oraanisation - it 't-ra.s completely non-raci a.l , 
'~hich o'"' course links up to the other quest:i.on that you asked - I mean 
i:f rocj ul memories 1-:ere so bad then - then ho111 come tlri.s lvealth o:f 
..;oo 1 d.ll that vhere stilJ - that there s t:i 11 existed. to't-ra.rds ,.;hites -
I ru~r. .t>oint out that in t.l1at particular era it Hasn ' t e;ood\17ill that 
made you reach on.t toua.rds '"hi ~.es - it 1·ra.s much more your O\m sense o r 
in:fe-rior.ity, your 1v::mtine; to be in acceJ.>table company , your 't11an1.ing to 
be human , and 1·ih...i teness represnn tine; th'Jt 1-rhich is human - it \vas that 
in the late ' 6vs anll early ' 70s th1 i; caused so many Coloureds to e;rav
itate, and so .aany blacks to v--avi tc.1.tt: to1\•a.rds 1·;hite do,-· '1ated oreanis 
a.tions , such as rust s and an orcanis:.. ~.ion like KY.A . 
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I mco, I remember the sense of prido that l could l1·al.k around uith my 
,...-hi tc ~"ricnds in "L,_,0 ~ol.ourcd community a.ncJ 

4 
_oplc Jolc:i.ne at us , and 

thi ... ;uy has "'vhitC' " r..;0nds , but it '''as a. very ncc;a1:. ' vc thine- o f course , 
so i._ ~·'US th~H ..,,,a ... -rirst - that first pcnneated ..,',l.s lvhol.e , quite , un
quo~.e , non- rnci"ll.is;:t - tl1cn of' co 1r~c DC c:::unc , anc..l I th.i.nk BC ,._.~.,. t-""'em
endously impor~.ant , and I on 1 1:. li. • the 1vay in ,.,..hich the v alue of' ...,C ' s 
b0; n ~ tmc.lcrp.l.,yed today - I !.h · r' t;lat .i. t had a context - I me::rr. c i v en 
tl i<> kin(l o.r context 1.vhich I ' v e just tol, you about; or this tremendous 
feeline of social inferiority , DC came nnc1 ~.hen - and said no , 1·re need 
to eli Pcover for our own selves what l1'e arc all about - ,.,.e need that 
breo:thin_; space , V1ot "'Joce for ourselves - on<l it did that - it d i d 
that to a whole - to jllst thousands of people . 

I meaJl BC ex )"lnded so rapi.dly amonest peolJlf' n..T1d it caueht on , and it 
caurrht - ther 0 lvo::= o tremendon~ ''':tve of pri <1 e :i.n beine who you are -
from thqt o,.. cotlr"" P : "'lC'an people have no,.; mov ed on to another under
stancli'1G of non- r1ci 1l·i Sl'll , I think a T"'uc h more authentic ttnders tandinc 
of' lv1wt non- racio 1 is n · s all. about - nre there any mo r e personal. ques .:
ions be fore I r;o on to this non- racial. thing? 

.1 y don ' t you eo on and I ' ll eet back - I ' d rather yon eo ''lith your 
feelings (?; relevant . 

And so t"1e n SAfC Cal e , ·.nfil trated o conference of' ours , opened our 
eyes , I think •••• 

An NYA con£ercnce? 

Yes , an ::YA conference - s orne of' the NY.A people tllat: are still around 
is Graeme Dloch and Cheryl Carolus - the three o:f us ore still }.Y.A 
buddies . 

I ' m just 1vonderin~ - maybe I could just take :Lt back from - \l'as that 
your real fir::;~. .~:)olit:ical involvement? 

Y(;., , yes . 

.n1en did you &et involved? 

I lvos in u tandard ..... icht - I was in J ta.ndarcl .~.;.ight and I \v<l- about lJ or 
11~ at that t'i.mc, - I '"as about ll~ - my brother - my brother' s boss - ny 
brother ' s boss ' s son - I don ' t 1~now uhat ' s his nome nov.- they had some 
meetine at t:he Lmiversity and my brother a::.kc..! if' I uidn ' ~. \vant to go 
alone, so the company car came to .fetch me and took me t.o the univer
sity - my brother had by this time uorl ed himself' up - quote , unquote , 
1vorked himself up - n.>'ld then I \vent ••• • 

1vorked llims elf u.~. in l<ha.t \vay? 

In the company - :in the company , and he ,~·as no\v production manager or 
sometlline like that; - and then I ll'cnt and I sm; all these white people 
in these - and and I .fitted in lvell •••• 

You thought tho t 1-:as .~.>ret ty cool? 

Y~.;.., , il.. '"as ond - but a.cain it wa.s a sense of i.r!'eri.ority- the sense 
o..,. \v~n tine to be accepted - ,,..anting to be acce1.)t-ed 'Jy other people -
i \l'as that and J:- I joined ;n , an<l I cut ... re ... Lr i.,rJrC'"'Cive f'icurc 
~or them , and after ten <l~rs o r notional co~~erencin~ I bec1 e 1,hc 
,,._.ct')rn Cape chairperson - they 1-honc-ht that VCl."'Y - :i.t \vas a good game 
(?) - and the next day became the national chaj rpor .. on . 

here there many Colour~'>cls ann blacks? 
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Yes , yes . 

Africans as ,.·ell? 

There '\verc lots o:f A."T · c~ns - lots and lots o ,.. .fricans • 

.And is it- it ' s not relicious in any ,.,ay , i t ' s •••• 

ro . 

. ... national ( •••.•• 1 hut who ' s behind it? 

NUS..-'\8 '\vas be bind it . 

/;'ls it the XUS.AS youth •••• 

:r-~o , no , it \-:as a comh:i.nr>Lion of "',USAS a;nd the young progs . 

So it was liberal? 

It was liberal , yes - :> " course NUSAS itself \ITas liberal in those days 
NUS .A..; as a '\··hole - I m.._ 1 not the lea, crsl•i..., of 1' USA.;) - and as NUS .AS 
became radicalis eel be vt:~"' n Nl.JS.AS and SA: , the c: ~ 1e .., "1 • 1g happened to 
·yA - ~I broke up i, to hree groups - . , , hi.c11 b"c"' •1e much ,ore 
famou"' bncause of ito - ~..1-a political pro:fil · o ,.. ..,C "'' 1 the ' 7( upri ~ 
ines , ,. , <mel a group C"''lled Cont,c " , \·•1}.,:> in::.i- Led on non- r'1Ci'1li!"m, 
and n " 1 i te i11~;erest group - they o.f conrc:e all faded ont •••• 

\vhat; do you mean a 1vhite interest group? 

No , BC had this ic1 ea that ,.,hi te people shoulc' \ofork in their own comm
unities , so peol.Jle ,.,ho acce1n"'J the BC ideo i"o r the 1-.rhite comrmmity . 

And Contact '\vas •••• •••••••••• 

rn OF SIDE ON.C . 

There '\ITas hardly any 1- · ~ 1 o:f intellectual con ; ~1t t any of' th .., dis
cussions that ue had - he Unity . ovement d i d 11ot f'e<"~ture at r~ll in 
our debates , neither di i t-he A!. C -fe-=tture :in our (1iscus~ions - :: mean 
it \voo just '\IThat these young people thoueh1- ought to be done , and in 
all f'~irnes s -co the m: ' people , r. hel'l in ti1eir li.beral.i.sm f'el t ~.hot 
~..hese youngsters must sort out 1,l ings for themselves - ""'TIY\ITny so no'\v 
i"L '"''1S this \vhole BC crowd - I remaln0d chairperson o~"' YA for that 
y .. nr , until I joined the BC cro\-;d mysel ~'. 

Jhat year '\vas that? 

,;'hot made you ,ioi'1 the crow-d? 

Lh , I - I supported the BC cro'\vd 'from t-he beginnine;, but I ju"'" -f'elt 
t 1 '1 t I l1acl a duty to st:ly on in NY..:\ to fi.,ish my term of o£f'ice •••• 

. ~at w~~ ~.he motivation :for sup~orting the DC crowd - discuss (?J the 
'~hi te 1 i.beral poi nt o-r vir>lv or cri t.icism or had you - you felt from the 
be einl. in (., •••• 
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No , it 1vas jus" t"'e uneasiness - I mean th0 s uper:f.! c · J i ~..v oi" - of 
of' 1vhi to/ black re 1 at ions in these non-r .. c-i '"'1. oreani ", :.:.a 1"" , -mel the 
f'act that there Hn~ no ackno1· 1 Pd ~emen t of - of the reali ~i.C'"' (? 1 ~s 
~.. 1 y 0-xisted, Clild all these Fhi~..es , for example , 1vere peo.ele \\'"1-Jo 1;,r:d 
j n the upper class areas , U!1li1 e r.he non-racia ism o.f today , 'rPre m.:>st 
of' the wh:i tee:: lvho are involved '1C"(. 1ally move mvay from their - " rom 
their areas and they eo to tbA p( o,..,er ,.h: te areas - that ' s 1vh") ''" talk 
about the Obs area committee 0r the Gorclrms area committee and - ;::~..-(I 
this w·ns , I think, d.eliber, ~,e (? J libera 1 is and '~hat w·e experie ce to
clay i~ that the 1-;hite acttv · "'t"" "love ~nvoy "' r")m their double storey <an
c;ions - no1v I thin] tlere i . .. somP ·iz"'rr*" element; in that , because In
dian ac ti.vis ts who 1 i VP in iollhle storey homes aren ' t requirf>d "(.0 do 
that to est,hlish ~h<';r crecli.bility- now· ,.,hy do 1vhi.tes have to eo thl't 
extra - it t s a ;><'n<mcf> kJnrl of' thine- - it ' := trvinc- to compensate for 
:for your h.i.storic'll ""ole i..1 thinu=~ , but I tlink it ' s one of' the anomal
ies that I ' m not too pleased '"ith in the strU.3'£SlC at the mo nent - the 
f'qct that it is r equired of whites to go that extra bit - it t ., not re 
q...tlred of' other people to p;,o that PXtra bit . 

I mean tlerc n.re senior activ~sts in the nationn.l democratic movement 
1,rho live .:.1 double storey ho.ne~ , even triple storey homes , bnt they not 
wbite , you see - I don ' t see how· our people '"ould have ~,olP-rated a write 
perc:; on who lived in a triple storey home , so there is l'l t.ill those ki'"l l 
of' und er"Lones o.f r"'cialism evet i the non- racial movement - I thin • 
.. e t ve come a l.o .J 1vay since thL:l 1 l1ut those Lmdertones do exist and they 
are r ~nl . 

Anylvay then I 1vent to Paki ... "tan and I studied theoloCY there •••• 

That ' s a biG' jump - let me just - i:f I can clarif'y - you '\vere in NYA 
l\•hen you f'irst lvere fetched in the company car and they elec1:.ed you in 
that there uas a period •:hen you 111ere pretty pleased. about i.t •••• 

Yes , I ,.,.as very pleased about it - I had a position , I '\lias a somebody . 

\las :i. t because these whites liked you and that 1:as •••• 

The ,.,, · ~..es lilred me and I '"as acceptable to them and - and they thouc;ht 
I lva::. ..... .:;ood ~uy , I '\vas a very eood c;uy and •••• 

That made you feel ( ••••••• ) 

It made me f'eeJ. very , very pleased. 

So holv then did you move tolvards the DC - I ' m ~ius t wondering if' there 
lvere any :i.ncidents lvhere something happened 1·hicl1 showed ,,·h-itG domin
ation or lvhether you just \vent - one day s toad bacl:: n'1J. said : Look , 
this Ls useless - ho'" did yoq move to DC , L ' m just so ;nterested to 'rno1,r 

Actually there lvas this conference or~anised , I ' m not sure by lvho any 
more - it ,,·as an ~Y.A conf'erence , but lve had a speal<:er , Den Trl oape - he 
cane to speak, and he made quite an impression on all of' ts , 'ln<l there 
'a., firmvorks - it w·as n. very bitter - it i-:as a very emot·• 0'1<;> ... thine; -
for the first time I mean the lvhole non- racial cocoon lvas sllattered 
and people 1vere told that this is not '"bat reality' s all about - that 
converted a lot of' ns to DC on that porLicular day, and there ,.;ere lots 
of tcn.rs and people 1.;ere cryinc; and they \vere very upset - it lvas a very 
trntun-... ... ; c thine, l)ccar:tsc ,,.e lvere living i.n ...,ur o1m l\'Orld , yon .,ee , o:f 
non-rae i.aJ.ism , >.;hie' '1ad not'1i.ng to do \d t.' uou th A:fri can reality , and 
aGain no"L non-rac:i n.l is 1 as it is undcrs LooLl totl.1y - a vc1y :flimsy kind 
of avo'i.<lanc<- of - of' 1,robl(;;m"' , avoidance o:f dif'fcren t realities . 
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Dut :L t \vas Jrnr- 11 more :for tactical reasons that I stayed on , and peo plc 
also felt tluL <.here i.s scope for co-operation bctucen these different 
factions , <:>nd ..._ \·:as like l.;he senior fic;ure that could possibly hold all 
three fac"Lia'1s tosc thcr in some kind o:f federation , and it ' s that \vhy (? 
I remainc.-J. on as t;he national chairperson of !li YH - for a lone time .NY.l1. 
had a black caucus that represented the intoresl..s of the DC people , 
th(;; black caucus of NYA - tl:c...t black canclls came to form the ..... out.h 
african Students :lovement in <.' u Transvaal , and the 3outh Af:r · can Black 
.:>Cl olars ssociation , s ... DSA , in the Cape - ::u1d it uas only a:f .. l;r a year 
~.;1 e 1 I sa,.,. the f'utili ty of ..... L .... his non-racial kind o:f pussyfooting, 
and ,.,.hat "as more is thai; the most compc ... e1" black c;uys ],,.., 1 a\-: broken 
,..,, "lV and :formed SABSA , so I also had c:f:fi ci ncy problems '·it 1 the run
nine; o:f the organ is at ion , and here I "'vos ['j vtine no,., "'vi th a national 
exec- ho "'vere entirely 'hl · tc , and this I found tmtenabJ .. e bccaus c, our 
rbali~~es differed :from each other so much- it was then t1at I moved 
over ~o SADSA as 1vell . 

Did you ever discuss it wit~ any of the ;\·hites or did you just one day 
leave and? 

o , "'vC li .... cnssed it at l.cnct. , and "'vC remained ki..nd of very goo1 frje11ds 
and so on. 

Did they undors tand? 

Yes , they di(' , there '~·as - I was - I \vas qn; ... e -nrpri.,f'd I mean - Lhere 
l-:as a lot o:f tmderstandinc 'lmone;"'"L lvhites ,.. 1r the poc:iLion o" hlac1 , 
but there ' s 'llso another k:i..n 1 o-r unders tanfl i ~~r, !lnd I don t t thin1 it ' s 
an autl1entlc tmderc:~'Uldine- it 1

C' - :i.t 1 [' - ii.. ' Q i.A.n under-tandi.ne born 
in the sense o "' r-u · l~, so yes , yes , Fnri~d , T J'leon "'ve nnderstanc'l and 
but it ' s not ~1 j_l1<.cllectual un lers tan0iT• ; - i L ' s not even an enotional 
,.,dcr:"l..1n(t:ine;- ir. ' c: i:f you are black ~':10 you .nust be correct , man -
it ' s .,,,i "'vholc l:ihnral .:;uil-c , you c:cc , Jikc if' yon lilrp <mother block 
uUY thc.1 you "lu~t be correct , c:o C • • • , 11ere ' s a ten rr~nn (?J it t s 
thaL kind o.r thine - I thin1~ you. rno,,· ;..rhnt I ' m trylnc 1:.0 c::._.y - anywoy ••• 

So then you moved to JABSA? 

I moved l;o SADS .. 1. a11d I s trwed t.here :for a year , and (? J J r; nic:hed my 
s chooline. 

o•v did yon -~"ind .:,j .. ~DJ.A - did you grol: pol:i Lic1.lly , •·:ere they cliscussinc; 
i.nte llect •••• 

.;.)A.JS!1 ,.,as an extension of BC and just; an extension of .JAS( , 'lntl tl.nl:i..ke 
the ''~' · te li.bernlj !=ffi that allo~,~cl for these youngsters to _,.. . ., their 
Ol\'11 f'Pct, they (li ln' t - all ot,r ~ e 1i.., 1.rs ivere dominn.tccl by ~ .. SO people 
S!'-u came and 1:.1 ey spoke - Barney ... it:. rana, lP TV Isaacs , Jolmny Isc:el , 
I Prror Lakota - these people came ;:ln(' I; hey do "in ._ted our s emlnars -
t, l.;Y spoke and they ron our every"L 1,.-; :': f'or us , o ~r \vorks hops , and c: o 
1ve lvcre jnst an extension - i'le \ver.., just t;he youne black euys as f<'~r 
as they "'vere concerned. 

And diu you ,'?,Tapplc ,.,.ith issues at tlJe time and ns you J ook back on 
ir, , \vas i.., , ..;ro1vinc period , were you plca"'~u abot1t BC , lverc there any 
f'eelj_ncs o-" .; t? 

I think it ;...-as very important I mean - C steppec'l in at , time '~'hen 

there \'las an absolute vacuum in tho co nmi ty - a sense o "' 1 oss , a 
sense of- I mean I expl ained to you earJ i.er on about the sense o~ 
beine in Lhe middle o:f nO"'vhere that the Coloured community seemed to 
have experienced in those early yearc: . 



F. ESSAK. PAG~ 11. 

F .E .• 

J . F . 

,J • F. 

F.:C . 

And :i.t was""~'" ~L,c-1 <:~ c:tage that BC came i.., and BC said that no , you 
are a part o .t" that crowd , we belong tlu.re - it 1ofas - it save us a 
sense of' d ... o.,;,'Tl.:._y , it gave us a sense of' vo•ofer - for the first time we 
realised that - 1 think it 'tofas - I lrnow t ?) tllis is a very simplistic 
and there \vas a tremendous amount of condescension towards the black 
people :i.n DC - I remember discussing I mean the ne1v exec - '\vho would 
be on the ne't...- exec of' J.AD3A , and then the .3AD:IA cbairperson said that 
look , look , look , all these fellows are Coloured , we must get a black 
one here any black, but v;e must get a black on the exec • 

.".nd then I looked at h_" ~ 'tvhole thing and I thouc;ht oh, my ~"~d , this 
is paternalism , an<' L Lt.:n ..L told him : Look, this is paternal i ~., and 
I ' m coiliC' to expo~..., · L - I ' m goine- to tell people 1:hat you :::...., i<.l - but 
I '\vas t}'r'"'otcnc<.l ,....; t'L uxpulsion , and then I backtracl.:cd , buL Lhis '\las 
original ? 1 idea L.u...tt even the DC - you see , BC l.orked from the pre
mise th<...~. ">ur realities are differenL and that is 1:hy '\lTC don ' t have a 
common cause - noll they had to l-Jork from that pre""'; sc because any other 
premise 't"lould have been a blatently racist premi. (;; , and they ..:u lied 
that they 'twre racists - they still deny that theJ~ u.re racist.::. , hut 
they say tha~. our ..,c.., l:i. ties are d.i:fi'crcn t ancl Lhcrc:forc '\w"e ,.,.ark 'd th 
our 01m commnni ti t..;S . 

But the myth in that '\.;as that Lhe reality o~ the Indians are , lso nif'-~"

crent :from ~.~;e rea.l:i. ty of' the bla.cks and of the Coloureds are 1 ; -~"f'br"' .. t, 
from the Indians, so ,.,.1)'"- 't"lhy should the Coloqrcds and the bl-.c~s -

>-:hy should the Coloureds and Indians be a par~.o o£ the black con, mi ty -
I me~ 1.; . t"cr you recocn:i.se authon tic cul~.ol.lral d:i.f'.fercncos bet"t\·e~.;n l vO

plE- , .r-; (.; 1 1l1d then ,.10rk from that premise , but once yon uLaT'1. sayint; 
that 'lll or us arc black and - and all of us have th:i.s mnc~ ir common, 
"tw"h:i ch lw"asn ' t true - I mean my social experience docs noi t.. i .;-"' any kin, 
of crcdtbility to ihe idea that the Coloureds recarded themselves as a 
part of' tho black conm1uni ty - never >-:ere ~;e a part of the black comm-
u_n; t.r , and so the - 0 . I • , I don ' t lvant to tall-: about congrcs s now, but 
th'-' li.ne that cone;ress seems to have struc1 , ~hat people hc.ove differ
ences and t;ha.t thes o differences are auth~.;n ~.ic , and they ius t talk about 
one black mass bccaus e it ' s a myth , and don ' t talk about or.e 't-:hi te mass 
because that ' s a.lso a myth , you see - I thinlc it is that I mean ,.,hich 
caused my conversion much later on I 111e~n to tho - to the concress line . 

Dul. in that year that you "tvero in SAuO the-re \'lore seeds SOl\-n , you ' re 
Sa}inb - you k:i..nd of bec;a.n to see cracr·~ · ••• 

Yes , )' ... s , and th~;; i "'.;ere:;. Ling ~.hintS ,.,.~::.. i ~.o .::ts also tho - I also rem
ember cL ... arly .u0 bci lC' qu ... s ~.ioncJ. b t'tv"en 1 71., ' 72 - EC bc:i.ne; really 
questio~od like between - it w~s in ' 73 w~-n other clements started 
attachine DC like never bE::f'o.,..e , ;md I 1 •• 1 noL quite sure hO't'i th i s comm
ensuratcd >dth other poli1 icql lVclopmcnts in 1 c ~!estern Cape , but 
much o:f these nr0umcnts uE'rr> nit:y :t-1ovcmcnt bas , or Unity Movement 
types o.£' ....._r Ple"~'" ..,., a.r:a.inst DC , ~nc hey launche1' -> - a countE r - a ... taclc 
onto Dr i 1 ' 7'>:., ' 7'3, u l 1 ots - lo"... o:f pL.o 11 .J bec;a.n to quos ion DC in 
' 72 , ' 73 , b~l'- :.L do' ' hi1lt:. that "Ll-1~ l 1uc: t:. "o1ing 'tvas intens "ve cnoue;h 
to h'"IVC actnally las ~.oNl L'1 ~il the 1 76 Y"lerioJ., and the one thing ,.,hich 
I find bad about the ' 7() period is 1;lJ':!i claims nrc be inc; made that it 
was a.ctually a congrcs~ uprising , an~ t1at ' s not true. 

I mean I ' m ve1--y much o uart o-r co'1Gress *'T ·' I support the co <"Te"'s move
ment completely , ut : doTt ' t ~.h · 1-:: that .,, '"'t; - that that p .,... ' od can be 
attributed to conc;res: · '1 hones ... y . 

l.ere you inf'1 nenced by the Unity Hovemcnt mo'· ' nr; that critique . 

o , 1 ever. 
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• • • • abou:. - you ' re snyinc 
1-:ere nlso making cri tiquc 

Yes . 

1lcrc you •••• 

·ni.1..y Hovcmcnt c;ave critique of BC - you 
oro .uC? 

.It 1·ns essc,.,vl"lly e11 ideal - i."t '"!"IS as I e ') ri,.~ce<'l 'tin the or
e;:~niS'lviO'l - vhcre ,,•o_s al~O tlic: contempt -"or inv~"'111"'Ct,Ualisation in 
the ...... -.; c · rclcs - I mean C had "'OT"f" very rr"'i i t. i v . ::>1cl very - it h'"'d 
c;one ver, bare ideas, ffi:"l" , ide-,"' h'l.t ~v0-re - ~.ha"' 'vcre really half'-
1)aked , qui tc simplistic , -:1bout Lhi"' bJ acl~ mnss t.ei_n cr nobil sed and 1, hen 
\..hey ~oincr to meet a ,.,llitc ma.,s , and :for ".xn.m.,lc , if' you ask : O. h .• , 
'vhat happens to t hA GOOcl w-hites - then they ~.n11 .-,bout a mo11n ..,.,; n , voo 
lmo,v, and all ~.he had. pco 1le .Jn tbe other side 1-f' 1..l1e motm t,'l · n, Lhe h,...d 
"\'Illites on one s ' ( 1 ~) - so you p;o .:m<l you eo n.ro..t. d from thL. ~.. «ire , 
the blnck mas"' 1 n.l u a 11 the o-ood w·hi t0c: r-o '"lrOUJ 1 .rrom tlt" ')t-Iler si.de 
and they "trill meet on the - '111 sorts o"' .. ; ., >li. d c 1~ i.nd or ~mal. ~e"' 
exie ted. in those <lays - j !:' .for - I mea., - ,bout s;"ly , th"' - ~,he <'lif:fpr
enccs in ""~ <" J.evA] f: o.r oppression of bl<"~C1 '" and \vh.' Lf' - o , f;o • ollreds 
nren ' t d i rrerent f ~0m blacks th<"~t are o .).)rc"'sed - you ei ~.her pre.o.nant 
or you ' re ~10t prec;nant - 1v-hether you ' re tllrPe monthc: pre@Jant or "ivhe
thcr yon ' re nine monthc: prPC,"Tlan\.. ic: not the ... )Oint • 

.... o 1·.rhcther you ' re oppressed to thi: de ree or "ivhether you ' re oppressed 
to ... hat degree , it ' s not the point - · i\•as kind o£ very simplistic 
q~~lne;i~"'S 1rere used as a substitute .for politjcal debate in the DC 
cirClPSo 

EC w·cre sayh1c; ColourE'<l s '\•ere oppress eel lil~c blncks? 

Yes. 

And yon ' re saying what? 

It ' s not true - then they co'11e with a story J.ike the preGTtant ~tory , 

so it <loesn ' t matter i:f the "'oloureds nrc nine - three months. o 1Jpressed 
and the blacks are nine months oppressed , prcgnnncy is precnn'lcy . 

That ' s l·rhat they ' d say? 

Yes . 

And ho1v did you respond to that - whnt did you say about that? 

Now it ' s <J:i.:f~icult to actually tackle analocies J.ike this , but inside 
yourself 1:::. sel.fisn \ ?) - inside yourself you just knm. ~,ltat therl- 1 5 

s orne thint; \rron.:; ,.,.i , "" 1e story , man - you can ' "' - e.finb i t , you can ' t 
explain it , but it doesn ' t mnl<e any sense to you . 

Decausc you can sec thnt Coloureds arc a dif~crent situation (? 1 

Yes , yes , bnt "ivhat J. ' m tryi.nt; to So./ is thnt they rnanaced to - I don t t 
want to use the "ilO:::'' , ood1dnl , it ' n very nec;ative term , but they man
need to lcecp a lot of 11"' ..;oing on constructions lilcc those , anr I -
I don ' t think th::tt the~<- ' :::. ... oo much documented , bout that pcrioA , bt-t 
I mean the "1:110le DC idL.:>lo.:;y "ns riddled ldth ;_ kind o:f selfi_, (? J 

nut some Col Oll.ccds ullo are Indians \.-auld be pl<..o::. ... l '"ith that analogy 
bccansc o:f l·i.l e say , cuilt and fcelin...,s o.r a In, · ~n uho lives in the 
three storuy house to say : Hey , I ' m oppressed , ..... ' m black, so I ' m also 
opprc-scd- and then that just there ' s a bie; sigh of relief and they 
can join the movcmc 1t . 
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They don 1 t uru.1t to say : 011 , ,.,ell , go..::n , my .fa .. her ' s got a big car and 
you don 1 t o.;Ven - you ' ve neve,... ta1-::cn anything but a bus - they ' re not 
caine .. o '\-J"C:Ult to .r · 1._. that '11 ' l)llt I ' m .i.nteresLed .. hat you l-J"OUld hr" 1._. 

t;hat up and 1:oulL · .., - in a .... vl::;o '\v"ould ~JO · n .. o •tt that Dontehem.,..eJ ..; 
a marc:.i.nally bottc..r ox:i s I; once than L;:mca in tho hostels . 

I think it ' ._., ~.. ... .o~ontially person"l -.hing- I ' ve always had~, is comm-
i tmcnt to c:d .... i ci .... "'l , ::lnd 1vc hN.l a l -r c orc;umen t a:>out it last ,iz, 1.. , the 
( ••• ••• • ) of I.,l,..,.n people - it 1.;a~:. t..l ,...co a2"ainst tuo - 1-.re ar<.. •• -ri. ~..in c 
a l: n_p<:;r at the moment on ,.,.b) c.w call (? 1 o~ Islom .from an Isla .. ic thc-
olo_:ical J..;os·Lt.ion, has opted for lvor:irir'.::; ,,11.. 1 cone;rcss, .from "'leo-
lot;ical po .... i tion - I ' vc done the paper un 1 the 1 <l.iJ(.;r is nmv b<.. · nc rend 
by the call of' ~slam people bc.fore publi cation- i L' s been (lcing) crit
icised by call o.f Islam people , but as if. my st)lt- , and eVl:, in the 
call of Islom information brochure 1:hich I ' ve c;iven you , l. al .. ays end 
>·dth the (,Tey areas - I so.y that these are areas that our arcuments -
•~herein our arcuments fall f'lat - those arc questions that 1-1e haven ' t 
resolved yet - I meon these are o , of .. 1"'C problems in an alliance 
'\dth conc-ress - these arc contr<.. ..;c-.:ion~ i r the caJ.l o.f Islam ' s pos 
ition , and I ' m the leader of' the c ... ll o:f ..1.slam . 

13ut it is somcthinc ~Tllicll I ' ve always done in every ""in1'le paper that 
.L ' vc- even a polcJ,tic .t~ul>er - I ' m mean ,.,.hlo;n ( . ) I ' ve <'£'L'cnded a certain 
"'osition - at tho end of' t 1at I 1dll come 1:ith my quos · s about my 
O\m position , and it ' s <- t-hint; I think •drlch has permo ..... 1..b all - I 1110311 

the Sl1.1n total of' my pol . t.ical i'lvolvcn "" to- to do 1.. i.1 ~s .L think in 
a v<..ry committed uay - i .. is qu · " O"'b "bJc for me to ,...-i vc my whol& 
li:f to somcthine ond ye .. sec all 1..h~ :10les :i n :tt , anu 1..0 expose .. h& 
ho.l~s in it . 

But t .lJ 1~ den hey •v"ore 1<...1-incr a simplistic <..T ... 1 oc;y and yon lverc 
s c ..; ..,. di "''. ... rcncC'c bec01n~c of' th<.. .olo'lrc l si tnl 1..i J '1 , 1:llerc lvas fOUr 
head - '\:l.(;;rc. 1:a .... your )oi.nr. o.f vicu a ... in terms o::' ~.o 11c ~_,olourcc1 .:den-
tit.r- had yon by then w.,i~ ... o - c ..... llcd lJOlourcc.l and r0·icc " or did 
you j tL t - iihcrc 1-.rcre you? 

It was so- cu.lled Coloured. 

1.'hen clid that come abont und ho,,r? 

That came out ri._.hL :from the bf'r·i 1n ing '\vhcn yon started ucoj., ~_, term
inoJ.oe;y , you ":re co-called Colour~..-.! , but your beinc a part of' ~..he Col
oured commu.., iJ-.y you - you remained a part o:f ._110 Coloured connnunl1..y -
DC never m:....dc us become a part of' the hJ ,.,c'· commun~L ty , C never encour
ac;cd us to meet blo.cks - the amnz:i nr; 1..hi n,.,. ;.,. l:hat; it.. is co1c;ress l-l:i.tll 
its non- ro.cialicon but Hith its rccor:njtiol o:f cultur'Jl <1 if' ... "renccs , 
that has donC' -r~,~ more to br:ing people of' d:i f'L'o,...f'n L race., r.oP.cther -
I me~ I 10, .• knol·l :far more black people and ha.vf' been to bl·H'l arca9 
far more o r .. en -.han .i.n the I C d .... ys - I ,..,,... ..... .,., "' bas con" not., i. '~ to 
brine conu1u1i t i cs to~'""' L 11~-;r bec"' s e it - ..: ~ .... · ls to nC'1 '10\'l.l"' L>e that 
thoro \-.rer"' cllltural r'i "'"erE>ncr>s in comr. . ..mi::.; ,... .. - t 1C'.f jnst presumed 
r.hn-c -.;...-e \PT0 one , onl so ve 1r-ver cvclopr>d r,...icnds "crO!'="' the colour 
lines - thC' 011ly times you sa'\v then was at srlil1'1.rS , unli~"P. no-.;v ,.,.here 
... \ .. no-.;...- a lot o-r 1")l::>ck cnys and -'- f..O to the townships :f'li rly o.ftP-n , and 
yet no,.,. there ' c: a rccoe;rli tion o:f the ro.c t that you are a bit di "'f'erent , 
that lve 110 t exactly ... he s arne . 

"lle h"v ::> c-o~"",..lOT cause , <' co 1Il10n goal , but ~ ork rro 1 y community 
and yOll li/'Orl f'rom yours , but.. there ' s OloS 0::' r:;pace :for llS l;o eet to
c;ether , '11Hl we must tncrP.ase that spac0 ror .. oeethernes~ - but there 
,.,as this rererence to so-c" lled Colollrecl , cJn<l it lvas a contradiction 
because you never thonc;h .. of' yourc:el.f os a so- cnlled Coloured - you 
thoueht '>r vonrself' ns a vo1oL<red in your oun - in - in your own social 
~'··~:rencss you 1-1ere a Colonred , bnt you ,.,ould tnll< of yoursel.f as so
c~lled Coloured . 
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So you ,.,otl.ld truml· n< 
'"'hen you ,.,ere in YA 

"')-r breakine do"tm the colour ( •••••• ••••. ) 
; 

1 you say so-collcd Coloured or were you •••• 

No , I soid - yes , ><~e said c:o- called Coloured . 

But "\vas that :from the !JC or "'r0m the NYA or? 

Oh , oh , oh , no , I 1·ro.c talk:ine; about the intcrmedio.te pr-r · ) L - no , in 
'TYA it '·:as the Coloured A0,...,lc - BC toueht us <:lbout so-cc..lle(l Colo!.lrcdc: , 
and of' course l~0"\'1 :.i. t ' s l c' to Coloure(:o . 

It is? 

No , but people don 1 t have any qual I"' "\bout LSing tJ e tArm Coloured 
)f'O ,,_e aren ' t proud o:r it - I mem 1 s not a - bu-t- .; ... ' s not n bie; 
~,,;,. rr and nobody c: ays <>o-called Co 1 'P.r s any more . 

In the " n ure outh .\ .frica "td 1 1. tha ( .•.•.•••• ) ever diP out or is it 
a nece ~~-~ term? 

I. t 11ink that the last four Y"'"r"" I o 9 really brought tltc Coloured co 1m
llTl-: +-y a very, very Jone; "'vay i1 - in not ensurine; (?) tl1at that inr of' 
.... ; ' .:; d · PS out , but in malcine sure .;hat a larecr South Af'ricanist pre
cede~ '" 1atcvcr other c ultural backe;rounc you could be havine - I mean 
the t- uslim c ',nity is distinct :from the Coloured community, althouch 
also a part v-l" ... '• c~"~mmuni ty at the ., :::une time , but ~ret :for them I mean 
the last f'o ,,., , -riv,., years have bE'""' 1 '"'1 ~"Ssentially ,., move to>v-ards a 
~out., \f'ric..,,..,i ... ' ~OHards a rPCOL1i~·io,.-. that '"e arJ '1 port or South 
' .frica , t'., ~ ou,., clrstiny is tied up dt,1 the rest o " the people o f' 
~out: \:fric'l. , and the same to a .far L;reater dceree zor::. :for the Col
onrcd com 1 1:-ity , becn.u<>e the Coloured commtmity i~ f ar less homogenous , 
"~r less (, i.,. ~i.nct in terms of' I meo.n having a tratli tion and a history 
and so 01 a..d so :forth, that the Muslims could be - that the Nuslims 
do have , so there is this move townrds a South A£ricnnist • 

.In :fact the irony is that t'I-Je "'logan of' one nation is no+ the s loe"'n 
of' concrcc:s but the r.:loean of' others , a11d yet because o " the mobilis 
ntion effected by congress it ja - it is essentially co ~Tess that ho"' 
moved people towar<ls the itlea o-r one nation - you knO\\' , the one nation 
itlea is essenti "ll-:r t1 ·,.,; ty .• ovement types , the CAL types - Cape Act-
ion Leaeuc tyr:>,..."' , :he "' r ' c"nist typcc - it ' s e"""'entially their. ide,., , 
and yet it is cn" ,..ess tJ' + , as moved people tmvnrc'"" ~,.hat position o -r 
a unitary SoL1th .:\:frica ruH.i all o:f U"' being a part n;:' ~,.hat . 

.Ji,...,cc you ' re so into the critiquine, can I just .af: l JOU that kif'd of' 
critique ) .r Tlon-racialism, ,.,hich I say is the devi 1 ' s advocate br-c<"~usc 

I thin1c i- c~n be a f'"t:ered , l u ' m interested ho,·r IO..l ,.,oulc' Tl'"Her i , 
is tha ' s all r-· e :for you o.s o le:--clnr to talk abo 1t the Te"'+- .rri-
e.., ls y~ , ' V" had n all h contact you ' v . had and all that , bn tl at 
its lc~r c ..... _ and that thE community, t 'C bace, d.oc.,n ' t eet tot;;e .. her 
that i.f you ' re a Colnnrf>r'l living in Ath1 one , you eo to yonr aren comm
ittee mcc>,.i1P' in your " , but you nC'vcr ~""".;to GugnJ.eth n , ,.,hereas yon 
"lS a lcac.lr-r, or sow~"bocly ''1-)o t s on the 11;1t .: ')tal e.:xec - \ 1cre'v Boraine 
can tne ct wi tl :Iounta:Ln QUJnbela. , but that ' s bccaus e they ' ve ·ot their 
.:'0c;itions , but yet you ' re saying actuall y that you - :: 1 ·w·t \vonderine 
how you ' d respond to that? 

It ' f' ·n int;rre"' Hnr )1~ - yes , I l · , 1 i t is truc> - I thi.nk :'1 commun -
on~ co11nnnity- on(?, community"; h nnotller c ommunity , I think 
there ' "' lots o:f sco 1(' "or inter- r"l.ciaJ contac , :md :r: don ' t · hink that 
nearly enour"h i"" b"'jn1 done by c neress , hut the \vhole idea of' f'iehtine 
together , or f'i~1r.,.:ng a struggle :tt tile same time . 
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F . E . For oxamplr , the younr-sters o f' thlonc did not eo to :fi ght i n L::-~"1. ·~ 
an<.l the you1._;stcrs of' Lm1~a ll not come to Athlonc to come and r i ot
there , bu't 'the i 1 -=~ th:1 1- nP.ople are rioting in A thlone on 1, s"' 1e J.a.v 
that others arc riotinrr in Langa. , it :i.s this i ea. 1•h'ch is · · v · T'; b ' rt11 
to the one Soutl~ ~~"'ric, - ;t i~ not so much the soci:'ll intur,c ion o:f -
of' black communitie .. ..riv'l. -gay, ;o~oured coJTD11 ~i i(' ' s ro c:o mtcl 
that , but much more a uni v th'"l+ comes :from struGgle , oo , t the meet i n ~ 
then i n the eveni'1[" 'vhc1. the activist .!:'rom ,nn-a t"lK:s <'~bout what haP.t'
en<'d ln the to1mshi., today and tbe activist f'rom T>on 1-ehemvel t1llrs about 
1vh,t ' !"; hap ~cned in t11e toM.'lship tod.,y , i +- is then lvhen peo ='le f'eol , you 
kno' , tlle similarity in lfd.r live"' , hut it ' c: not , sociF~l convergencE" , 
man , but -it ' s not a eoci,l convf>r~enco , lvhich ac-ni"'1 I mer~n gives this 
i. hi ,e to conc;res s ' s posi ... i )n that there nrc f' c ... Yl.rate communi tiec: - no 
bi" deal about that- but one strue;gle- ann in thnt ,.,ray '"e ' re not mov
:ine; clo2er to ea.cl nt-,v·-r in tho soci al sense , but certain]) in the pol 
i icql sense , and i J i c: that , I think , that '"ill count mor<' than a.ny
thlnlS els r. in a :future ..; outh Africa • 

. J . F . lrhat ' "' .·our :)os:it;o-, n11d w·ha.t ' s your understancli'1<; about this whole de
bate ) "' 'lrc<:~ committees - the fact that in TransvaaJ yolt ' vc got the 
ant:i.- 6'C , 1orhich is a Coloured c;roup , you ' ve r,ot this UCC in Durban , 
you 1 ve r;ot the 1vhi to even more , you ' ve got 1-' JOD:'lC in the rransvaal , 
you ' ve c-ot sometl1ine; in the Durban area pocc;i'Jly , but in Cape Town never, 
never could you have a UDF white area corruni ttce •••• 

P . ~ . There w-,~ some debate about i t recently and it came off v ery badly - I 
mean thf' peop~e who suppor ten the idea were sh->o.f. 

J . F . The idea of' wh::.t? 

F.E. Thf' ide1 of' separate -of' - of' - of' n ,.,hit,. tri '"; . (.. (?) -look, T' some 
ways i.• is ..., .. ::>rt o'"' o~r 'ni +y ovc .. ten t trn H t-i o"1., i ' c a part o~ our -
I mean .;he Pnity :~ovcm<nt .. r· Ji 'on in theCa) ~oes very, very s .. ronr,

lon t t kn01v !101v <11ofarP YOU arc " 1-hat - ;i 'I"''JlO ~ically "'"he r.HH" ic: tm-

i 1 to<'n.y very, very muc1 a cot'"'1) i., - toda.:· i:; i!: a c t'lbin,~·i ')n of' rni ~-:· 
.... ovement and concrec:s - even +he coneres~ c ..... cn~.;. ;:;s, ,.,r ;_., .. he .estern 
Cape arc on the lr '"'+ of' conerc~c: , hcc~use O!lr Unity 1-- ovr-Tacnt - becnuc:r
of the Unity Hovc>:.cn"!:. tradition in the . .rcstern Cape. 

~~ow· tl1c curious thine; abont my o'm pos:i.+io., is that I commute betw·epn 
4·he ""ro.n .... vaal and the Cn.1."' on <'~n on oinr b1c.;is - I c:pcn(l three , four 
day:=: in the Cape and t1 re>e ')r four cl<:~ys :L1 the Tr..,ncva...,1 , '"'nd the pol
itics of' tl-w b·m rc~;im ., <1re comp] etely <.li:ff'erP-"lt f' '"'Om e~ch other , find 
the reJ.ic;ions Ji.f'e or the t;,·o communities are eli f:ferent .rrom each othr-r , 
ancl the cultural lives (Lanc-h) - a11d I mCG.t1 I ' ve bP<>n cloin ..... ·his for 
the last t,.,ro years - I don ' t Cltl) ort the TIC positio"l bee~ coo..": vhi.nk 
in many '-rays in these area.!= ~ ic: not an idcoloaical J. c • "· ')n that has 
caused them to have sny, T ~: anJ. the TIC n'11 the RllC , vlle ... ~elea'>e 
··i an<.lela. ,..,o..,:ni ... L ~"'e, but i . i!'i much more the ,... . ~ht :for poJ i ticnl hec;e -
mony in 1; "fere>nt cnucu"'l.o"' .:.n the UDF that cam:;pc: peor 1 o insist on 
these ki..L )-~" 1-iviPi ns- that is the one renl ' tv, n.~ .... ..,~a"' I see. 

Tho otrer rrpli ty i"' tllnt the cotmntmi t · rc: .., ...... €' more s epara.tP i.., these 
are<:~s tha.:-, ;_., the .Jes tern Cape - you s c 1 -co<TnT)hically tl e ,estern 
Cape is ac .,Jally very small, tml:ike the 'r"l .,svaa.l '"here enasia is 20 
k ilometers out and ; ca11 .fort;et about '~, ..,. ... there - you can ' t .foreet 
Llbout v 1 Coloured::- ' '1 the .rest em Cape , yo 1 can ' t :forGet about the 
w1Li.tef' i 1 the Uesten. - you can ' t foreot about the blacks - I rncan Ln11c;a 
is i.r ~ l1<1 middle of - o.r Atlllone n11d Bontchetn\•el , t1·10 (to) Coloured 
town~ ' :i ·, ~d Gncs is nc vA o NL'lnnenbcre - is bet,.,rcen 1\la.nnenberg and 
Phili 1, ;;. (?) - so e eoc;rapl i colly then the one couu.ttm:i. ty cannot really 
:i.gnorc the other commnn:i i / • 



16. 

l'.E. And the 1'ransvaal · vast hinterland - the sn:n~ .n;oc-: f'or a tal - of' 
course in ~atal , "'j 1

1" • much more closer to carl l10r , but culturally 

.,. ' 
\. • .J.. • 

the - t'w roots "~ .co.L•l.c it ' s mnch mor<' ;hoP r?, :it ' s 1 r'1 v1re 
deeper - in the va.-.. the bJ.ack CO!Thlluni t~ .; "" a Clll nraJ.ly c'-" c: l}"'C' 1 

COinmL ,..: y - I mean their homel.nnd is t:ilC .. r...msl'.ci n.n< ~',.. ...,i"'l "i , so 
tl "rp · ~., ' t those cultural. roots - the Coloured CO!llllliPi .r hns ; ~s own 

1 i "' ~:: -..cln<'+; c- concoction o.f this , that and t 10 oth 'r, and it ' s (?) 
.. h .... i.;hite co ,nni .. v . 

In atal. yov 1 v0 eot th" Indian commnni .. ~· , ,.,.;10 only came :from Indi.., 1 0 
Yf'<:l .... c aco - J.'arcnts o "' ._,,c present I"Pdi C'1 c-encration stil.l. speak n~ 
Indi as home , you co home - I mean i" -i. s lot"' .,.,d l.ots of' Indian peo 
ever} Incli'l.n person '.o.s s 10nt t1..ro , trrE'" year"'" in India in his school. 
days , IT1+il todo.y- YOlJ ri..nd a BllY Hhn t c: abOll,_ 2 year"' OJ.t.l ancl he f s 
·in m:-1-.ric - 1-.rhy nre you in matric at 1.l1e "';:'" 0 " "J - oh , he spent three 
Y'orl i, Tr 1 i..,n ··:hen he •vas small. - so Iprli"' i"" stil.l. home, so the In
fl i ... ., i' n,_it. ;.-.nt+ still very stronL , )'lll sec , and the Ztllu ethnic 
'1in~ iP eot-lll. qJi+e c:tronp: :in - in -;,.., 'ataJ. , and SO the !'IC~arnteness 

o " r0mmt n~ ~.ies i~ ~-~orrraphi c 11 v ...,nd otherwise , and sociol.ocically !'"''r -
o ~ - greater reality than "·hat i t is in the 1iestern Cape , so I think 
it's a combinat:i.on o£' these t1..ro :factors that causes the .!estern Cape to 
be so radicall.y , ' !'"ercnt. 

,. 1 c: ..... ; r t o ,.. oJ.l the rili ty ~Iovemen t trat.li tion , secondly the> - "he i'i "'ht 
'f1r Lc,""nony in the - in t'•0 Transvnal and in atnl , and th:irdlv the -
the authentic cnltural. di'f"E'rences • 

.. ha .. (1 0 you mcn.n by fir ht for hP!jemony ;_., Transvaal ruHi in Natal that 
do0.c; n ' ex'i.st h1 Co..L')C "own? 

F . ~o , i ~ doe!= "X:i. st, except tho.t I thinlt they h'1V(• "'Pached <> f',r more 
maturE" '"nY o " resolvine those tlLings -I mean f",cr-io IS cxi .; in the TJ F. 

J. F . In the Ca e? 

F . Yes - 'f..,0t-ions exist openly , ,..9ctions c~ucus onenly, £action~ f'iGht 
openly i.&1 ~"C nee>tiil ·s , but they have 1 J is tocn+ 11P1'11CSS 1 lU1.li e in the 
1.'rn.nsvaal ivhc r e +he -~IC represents o ~ c.C tion of' lle UDF - not onJ y "" 
e;roup that 1vorks wi.j..11 its o1m culture 1dth its ovn cultural conununity 
I mean in th0. Ca1)e they 1110uld be cal.led the Iss el..; tcs , -che people who 
have TIC kind o:f ideolor:;y. 

J.F. Johnny Isscl.? 

F.E. Yes. 

T . "'. 1fhy , he advocates ivhat , f'our notions? 

F . E. Yes , that J~ind of' thh15 - not exactl.) iP the raiv ( .•••••••••••• ) 

J . F . r ccaus c that docsn ' t ('\ ... 1.ly e.xis t , people - there ' s that kiild of cri t
. qnc, and then 1·.rhcn ~ il'l ~ervie1-.red ANC people tl,cy said : Sho'\T . c the 
:four nations thesis •••••••••••••••• 

. ) O:B' SID 



F . E . • • • • really n. :Lr-i ·1gc ideo - look, I mcn.n there arc tuo uo.ys of' lookinF, 
at the .fotJr no.tion - :tile - £our no.tion theory - the one is o.~ h • 
recoenition of' cultural di "'"r- ences os the base f'rom 1vhicl1 to mob . , · co 

people , on<i the one :i.s to l ) see this as on intrinsic part of o • ,. 
Sout"l • ..Lrica, ro1d t 1e holdi ~ o to your ctlmic i ,... +ities , yo, c:oee -
no1v cone;ress has no proi.llem ; e reco P:ni tion ',.. CIJarate communi tics , 
but it :i."' ""'Ch more cult ural l · ""'rrences that con ·re s ac10101\'lede;ec: and 
recocnis ~, .,...ather t1H:U1 et1w · c "'r racial di:f:ferences , but I really sus 
pect , man , t-""'lat the r ~resP n• - I mean I ' m talking about +hp TIC and 
the IC , tha"t they 0,., i ,.., r- no thin o move out to other commn i i e<>, and 
that they not only u.., i ., ' l- n [l J i J'1 r c: s of' people as o. mcanr. of' h~r ,.,. s
ing their own communitie'3, but the f'act that they not taking t h eir c<>ll'Jll
uni ties beyo d tha.., ...:.1C;!...~.nes s is an indi.cation hat they pre ~ tnc1 

where they qr~" , because you supposed to use ycur cultural di rf'er,...· co 
as a means n f' 1obilisat · o•1 - yo 1 t , .. e not supposed to usc your cul tu.r:"'l1 
d i.f..LCJ"cnccs ae a means o " lor · "')in~ the past and hold.i..ne on o i+ and 

• 1 T c,et the ~- · ... r •s sic , b 1 t; a ·~in I menn I have my !estern Ca.ee '\ray 
o-r lookinc at t1"i"' ,.;"1olc 1; 1 L1e; . 

J . F . Dllt just to challcnt3'C ~ ~ , r po i.n1 .[' v 4 P1 ·, 1vhnt about the f'act th~ t ~·n u ' ve 
said ti1e Coloured coiiU'lW..; y is <.lj f':!:'n rpnt materially , cul tura1 Jy n c. -
how do you mohilise the ~olour 1 in hn !cs f.('\,.... C,.,pe - '"by dol' ' "' yop 
have the ,oloure 1 UDF area COI'lln . ~ee , or in ""' <"~rt don ' t you r allv hove 
'nt -isn ' t ~r~~sroots o paper that rrpres~~ts the Coloured - ~ t n say

i., rr ..; -r · ndeed you' rc accepting the idea that On'' us cs the comm ,i ty to 
mobilise · "'. liJ P YO'l <leal w·ith people , -·uslin pcoilr> -isn ' t t-hat a 
c ontro.dj c i o,., , or i.e i actually c ,.,; g do1-m to the Drc!Ci entation tl o+ 
h"cnuse or ··nity "'ovr tent bo.cke;ronnd you actually don ' + - you just chn ... e 
at thP. i 1 ~ o(' 10n ioninc; the Coloured ooplc ' s Conc;r es:= •••• 

F . E . -~ o yo"' •••• 

,T. "'"'. • • • • o r +he CP and SAC 0 or something? 

F . E . ~o , I • inl~ the one i~ ~ mean , ' 1 P ._..,,.e -+bo 'U!->li 1 t line; by way o i' 

onaloey , ..::slam is a <.1 ..... "'"nrent co .. ·L'r.u i'""'', "1 •u::::l ; ,.,"' arc a community 
on their o1vn - -.;-:e ' v e vor1.ed .from th.., u )rem:i.sf! - '1'1'1C1 yet at the same +i ~ c 
,.,.., l,.n.re lvorke miracles in terms o.f' bringinc; our rommuni ty closer to 
Chri~t-i<:ms antl to -Iin<.lus a 1d to Tf'""" - I menn ..,.. c' at ted to you this morr 
ine about ,.,e J e'dsh thinP· - th t ' s our latest thine; , you sec - but ·e ' Yc 
use 1 our Tc l,.,r1 to toke us closer t~ other neop1 c ~ '1d ,.,e 11avc - we - .rro1 
in t 11e l)et;..:..u 1 • .,G ldlen the c~l 0 T: J 'u 1 ·i o ., meetings , 'hC 

moved l)oyond that and had public me£> ~; ;., halls - :fi rst our mee~..:..,....-s 

''~ere i.n mosques , then t r neetint;s rn..,ved onto halls , 111 ... re the Tenera 1 

~c ivist could <"~l"'o pi~ch up , hPn our meetings move onto ch1rch('\~, l~lPrP 
,.,c "'r "o-: in churchr>s , a. 1 ·ve brin,.... ._1 f' "'uslims into the church - no" 
thi"' ; co hO"\v you • 1~c your comm1 '1i ~y "r0 n one pos i. tion and ) ou 1 eod them 
i'urtl1er o, - I Co• ' t- c;et the i11.1. ref" "'iOfl that the In(li:::;n cone;rcsses are 
do inc; ._h-i~ k:i nd 0 -~" hine; , o you knn 'llla.t - ro1d - and they are able o 
do it - he TIC n.;vcr has a meetin" i. ~o,ve o , "Uld 1

'f! ''.i:C 1vould nevE-r 
think ) " '1avine; a mcetinc; in Lens , so ..;ho~c ,~ · ., i o.r 'iv·.sions are bein...., 
kept to et wr I me;:u1 <:opt intact , and tllis i"' my J. ..... b em 'vi th their 
position. 

J . F. And vou said that comes out o:r our Un i ty ·.ovemcnt positi·"m , but ,.,hpn I 
n<>l Nl you earlier you said to me oh, no , you 1adn ' t bee ; 1f'lue ced by 
'"{lrd "" Iovemen t . 

F . E . I 111as tull in0 about the - the 1 estern Cape as a. '"hole - I - I spoke 
about mys~l "' _."lcrsonally and I spoke to yon about the whole 1festern Cape
when I to.l'. about our I tal1r about the .!e~tcrn Cope. 
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I ' m j, "'0 .i.nterested i.n and. readin~ o.bout the Cape historico.lly be
co.use - • v~ been reacl:i.ne about - have you rea< thi<= G~v · n Imds b0...,1r 
Bet,ve .. he .fire ;:::nd the .I.:tl 1 and. the Coloureds - have you heard ').c- .; t? 

F.E . :o . 

J. F. I ' ~ 1 e· ... · book by Raven and ' " ' 8 ... ,......,m - the ti tJ e coMes :from a 1 r)P., 
bv ( ••••• • ••• • • , Betlv"ecn t 10 rP. a..._., tbe .a -' t <=orne a0adcmic 
.fr0n .ustr ... ]i~ ~-ri .. ~n"' his thesis on the h:i.story ..., ... .,he CoJo rE"-1 ;'eo_i'J e, 
but there ' s a 1 o" o-r:- f'!"lcts in it tho. t I learned , ond then re~- :_., : Abd
urahmu.n and • • •• 

F.E . Cissy Gool •••• 

J .F. • •• • and Gools , and I intc:rvif''red rr-,.b.,ta Gool and that 1<-:ind of' thing, 
and reading it I am struck~~ hi~ - rhe riel tr'10;tion o~ resl~tance 
they \vcron ' t sitting around , b.lt +h( '1 1-h"lt 1rin<1 ) ~ ,..hsol1.te "Oi"''"' 1 o
where on the boycott position and 1 'lt 1-i ci. o"' "hinc , so I ' m i<terestod -
it soe1 h.-,, in a "ense 1.;hat you ' rr> sayir.G' .:."' w1 ether or o~ you ' re 
per .. on~lly "~-rf'Pcted by it, '\\'hether nr not you support i , , .. there -
tllere : .. h.:.s ice a, is that "'vhat yotl ' re c; ayinR? 

F.-~. Yo~, vof; , ... ·es, I never supported it , bu" -· + ic: there and. it <);::'fects the 
\'la~r ··1 i ch you look at things - you :feel ·· t e~ll tile time • 

. J.F . Dut lvha.., · ~ here- ·uhen you sai.d - '\vh<'lt is there tha.t t c: ~-here - I ' d 
just l:i:~e yon to spell i.t out - is iter idea. tl'1 lf"Oil ro~ect the lvord 
Colonrod or is i- <"~n i_lea thnt yon don t + w·"'' o inc;i.jtll~io"1r-lise the 
'tvor<'l C'oloured '"i"h t~Je JoJ.ourod People" s Conrrre""s or "''lhn'; is it? 

F.E. 1',10 Coloure<-1 People ' s ronGress :i.s never menti )' od- it ' s never m ntioneu
A'l ...... that ' very sj.e,ni "ic ll'lt - we have '1 sense of' cmba.rr.assment a.t it , 
ond unlike iu the - in the Transvaal and N uta. - I don ' t lo10lv i:f you -
w·hen you speak to Ca.._)C activists you never hea.r about tl, '"'oloured eo
ple ' s Coneress- ·hre never speak about it- >·:c really(?) "PPl uncon.c-ort
a.ulc about the f'act that there was actually o time wben ... ·_ ColoureJ. 
people caJ.l t}v., 1sr.lvcs Coloured a;nd "'~erc (?: a.shanod o.r it - there ' s 
actually that ·,. ·_n l of' - but it ' s an ambivalenc0 , you _ ,... - :.i. 1 s an amb
ivalence bct"'m<'" our political position and in our: oci,l pr,...<'P."~ts - it • s 
that kind o.r tl inc- - I me on like poli ti ca.lly, i.dcol< "·i <''\lly, 1 ~ oue;l'l: 
to be s u ,..,,....ortin~ tha. t idea. f'or that time, but no , 'tvc Gl0c: s over. it and 
choo , slwo , qu;ckly, qu ' ckly , pass over the idea that Ollr people did 
nc na.lly or _:-mise as a separate commttnity, nnd ol·nny Issel lva.nted to 
revive tho Coloured 1 cople ' s Congress at the bF> ··i.nn-tnc 't\•h<'n t;his whole 
C0'1~rcss movement 'tva" bcin1' relaunched in the .estern Ca ,.. , "lnd it met 
wi~h a lot of opposition from people -I ~on 1 t lrnow i:f yot lnow about it. 

J .I<' . Did he '\vant to c'lll it thf' ( •• • • • •• • • •• • •••• ) 

:F• .E . Yes . 

J .F. Because ohvi ously the name is the problem . 

~--·. E. No , but the other t,i1 i"' also unlike the InCli,n concrre~so.., - the In
dian coneresses is leei i "'lately a J?a.rt of the t r·'ldi tion or pcoplP - the 
Coloured ... eople ' s Coneress :i.s not a part o'f "p tra:iwion o" the Coloured 
J. e .~.lc - you don ' t , ve a Gandhi ji , you sec , that stands llJ.'J ' or a ( • • • • 
. . ... .... ) Sita or( ... ...... . . .. ) 
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J. F_. Do you have do people ever talk about Coloured lenders - could you 
nnme me - ,vl o 1vould you nallle - '\vho \vould t ' le aver aec J. rson you deal 
'\vith nro1w ·,.. 1cy say Look, name me a ri.~urc of' rec; i c ·ru1ce :i.n South 
Af'ri.cn '\vl·o u.:t~ a bero \v'10 happened to be Coloured? 

F . .. . 'To name uould come to the ., i.Tlrl. 

J . F . fhat ~bout Alex La Guma? 

}' . ...... No , no nnme w·onld cone to •li1 l - no1v a"'"'lin no other cnmmun ' j" - I mean 
I - I re fcrre<l to th:i ~ ::> .,, ). on - in thr- more estnbl j ~ hed commnni ties , 
District S:i x ( •••••••••••••••••• ) quarters, Tynberr; , tb .... "nl,...v qu"' r ter s , 
there name - a nnTw 1 i ' ·o l ex Lo. Guma lvonlct c0me to tho f'ront , b e Sncl "
no , not Abc Sachs but; he '\vould be ,.., l-.no1m fif"l'ure - Cis sy C ..)Ol , r . ) bd
urahn ... 1 - names -.;·:ould coml"' 0 the front , but not in the to,mshi s - the 
to'\m, ..,i.._c; are conununities , i .. hout 1; .ori os , Hithont ru1y "-cind o -'"' roots. 

J.F . Isn ' t t1at what it comes do,~n to is tl1e lack f' cultllre - b~"'cause the 
~n li "U1S have that tracli tion and it ' s a cul tur l_y rooted ... hinr; , even 
'·h · .. •s •••• 

F.E . Like until no'\·: , until -..• t r1i~ecl it, · ' v" Tl<"'Ver tl1onr;ht n ~" . lex La Gnma 
as n. Co ourcd - not o.,..,cr h vo I thouc,h ... (\ ,... lex La Guma <"5 a Coloured . 

J . F . ''l ' t you PP ""h., t'f'b.,te in the African Cormntmist '"hen hA lvrote in 
rnd sni 1 : T ' •u c:icl· f) " 1 e ' nrr C""~lled a so- called. ColourN1 - +-here \vas 
cnli .. c r1 1 ovely excll::Ulr;e b f'or«:' he died o.hn' three o r :fo llr years ae;o , 
b~'>c'l.usc :: intervic1vcd "R.eG c_ Prober abou' · +, and he '·~ ~ of' the 
e- . t people I think at the beginning of' ... ! c ri.nd of' 0 . h .• , '\v ' ve had 
.... noug-h or ~o-callecl already , but l1e actu,lly lvrotc in and f" i 1 : Loo1~ , 

I grel-: u i'l Cape To1m , I ' m a Coloured f'..,..om Cape T0'\\'11 and I ' .r. not '"'"lin~ 

to co.l~ ::..t S.J-callcd - I should - I "lvru·,.. .,o nse it :in the book, that 
quotation - I tltin1· he 1vrnte to Sichaba as a letter he e itor and 
then he \vrotc somethinG "'n somebody responded , but ~ i ., :erviel-:ed James 
Stuart - you <l"IO'\v "l:ho h<' i,., - and he ' s on the C of J. '"' . 

F . E . .1mm , the only Colonred , the only so-called Coloured . 

'"' . ... • There ' re t1To - .. ~cc i..) cptcmbcr ' s also . 

F.E . 

J . l•' . 

Ti' 
... • j.., . 

Oh, I ' vc never met Roc - is he around? 

I tldnlc he might be aronnd- I ' ll aslc j_f' Jc 1 <> around- I don ' t kno,·· , 
maybe they ,.,ere mean:i.ne ano tber HeP; - I t'1in::. he hnsn ' t been that l:ell , 
but an)T"\la.~ t''~"..,..e arc those tlvO "'nd I "Ivan ted to talk t.;o them about -
i.ntcrc:=-' incJy , .=-ames Stuart di tn t .. mention it very nme1, bocanse he \vas 
in the ... 'r...._. l"'V'1'"'l - Reg 8 opt ember m.:mtionecl :i.t a lot an<l it "lvn.S - he "lvaS 
s.,yincs yes , 1·1e should talk to AlPX La Gnma - so you ' re s ... .~ in"; that there 
ju"'t isn ' t any •••• 

No , bnt i ... ' "' ac;a.in I thinl ... i.:f- I mean i.r '-here,...,.., my kind of' r-oss~o
ility of' a l. .. :tsto:ry dcvcJo_pinF or u cultL1rc dev.,lo i1~ and, cnltur.c of'
of' _ 0 rec: is t n.n c e , then it ,.·o nl l 1 '"'VC' be en dtl ... ; • , -he Gro np .'\rcas per
iod , btl'" t;l1at w·ac: ,-,J.so the pPrio 1 o-r social U.t_,·.oaval , t 10 perio of' -
o:f disori.<..Tltatin,, , md so in - in a J.JtU""',...ly cultur~J. c:on:::c I mean I thi.nk 
it ' s ~ - it:'s a - i.L: ' s =1. trae;e y ~hat you actuo.lly have a "lvho1e comm
unity 1d thout any root- .. { without any tradition" , 'd thout any f'0lk heroes, 
not even Donna Drffi1(1 (? 1 not even J allleS :Iatthm~ , ui thout any poets . 
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J.F. 

i 1 
1 yon don 1 1· 1Y'VP ""' thing suc'1 !"'! a Coloureci expression , you kno1 , 

1 ih." a Zulu ex -. -.-.p~" j ~~, o r as '"'u l u people say, or us is t he traditio, 1 
~4" oy , the Ir 'i,...n "' ple and •••• 

( ... .... ........ ...... . 
iSl 1 ' ;.t? 

\ i'rikaane i.s Coloured , ................. 
F . Yes , but i ' "' - i~.'s- it's a marginal:i.sed t i n~ · e . 

J . F. Why, because .H'rikaans isn ' t respectable in the struggle? 

F. E . Oh , you 1 .rc talkine; about the ts ots:i. ( ••••••• ) - that ' s not •••• 

J.F. Dut j 11st the "t·:ay people speak A:fr:i.ko.ans in the Cape as opl)Osed to the 
1·:o.y Botha spea.lcs it. 

F.E . Yes , bu.t people o.re not proud o.r the ;:o.y- no, i· is you ' 1.,e not supp
osed to speo.!c lice tho.t . 

J .F . 1lhat in it ( ......... ) 

F . E . Yes , but - yes , · r - it ' s not - people have f.' is fer1 i· ; that you ' re 
not supposed to s. eo.'c like this - ,.,e nnedqco.te 1 , thu ... t s "t:hy 1vc s peclc 
like this. 

J ..~." . Did you CTO"t·: up spcclcint; A.t'-r il aons? 

1'' . ~ · Yo~ , bnt I f'eel tmcom:fortable no-.;v be<'"JilSC I - I speak so."'hi ... ti C'lted 
Af,.•Hno.ns -I don t ~· speclc the tsnt-"i ( ••••••• ) or the on .. j _n-:try people ' s 
lane-nn -C' , ,__nd so I don ' t spealc A:fri '"tans becat1se I can ' t; - l ' v0 lost 
that A "·ri 1 tal1S . 

J . l" . Your mother spoke .'\."-ri1~'1.::l.l1S mainly? 

l'' . E . Yes , yes , only •. ""-rikaro1s- I didmy schoolinc; in .:"ril~'l.ans. 

J . F . I l ouch., ... '1ore ;;us a kind o£ sense ,,..,+. pco 1lE:' had a certain pride in 
A~,~ · 1 'lane:: in t'1e - that people spokP · ~. an(l ~o1 :ed o.rounci and refer to 
each o thPr 1·'i t'1 those ld.nds of' terns - even in Harare :"0U eet people -
South A-~"'rico.ns ldll speak in A~r ·knans just ( •• •••••••• ) expressions. 

F . E . ro , thn .. •s a different on""'- wl n )OU meet....; •n;"1. '"':t · c:lJl"' outside the 
eotntry i"L is ::.. means of identif'~ · n, ,.,_. the · r e~"'nsc r toec.;herness -
L. • s that. that comes out - thcr" 1-:a~ just a tl-tin .n; or t\ . .) that I wanted 
to so.y about the non-J.~o.cinl th · n,. hcf'o rc 1-re conclude - you kno1v , I thinl 
that - ..L 1 on ' t 1;-•o, t t;n be too 'hil oso ~·,; <''1.1 about tl'c uhole thine , but 
Ith"nk ,,.. one .; 11in_s t~1at coulu have en 111~'d that our struc;""le be :ll1 

extremely mcs sy one is a bln.ck/whi to co 1 '"'rnntation , ro1d I tJ~i nlr th~ ~. 
that 1vould hove clehnrto,.~ · c;ed blacks as muc' us ·;J,o.t it delttm~ni~f'S \vhitcs, 
and to s ce a ,..-hole n<:> ti "n o-r ., \vhoJ e race ....... o J.»art of' tJ 1 r,...,l lem tl .., .; 
mnst be eli.minatcd, I tl ink h""'; is deluuu:1n -i ... ;,, ; , and I -rh i ,,k the S.z' .:; ... 
al thou~h .from \vhat I \voulcl reE;ard as a rear ... · Y\::try posi t:i. n ini tiall~ , 
the S.ii. '-=.td clone " ""'encndous amount to 10·1-rac:i.r>l i., t 1e struggle of' 
our ... >e 1,.. ' i ~ no-+- ', practice then .in t 1 n ry , the i 1 •a that there ar~ 
,,.,, · ._ns, ... he ~o· [;re""' o:f "'llocrats - the ; ,....,..._ tllr>t " ~re are \vhitec: 1vho 
are 1J :rf' .... "retl to eu""'"'r "or a couc:e - I t1 j.-11

" that hn gone a lonrr \··ny 
in cc1 .... in_s the non-ro.cia1 i al alive, cve1~ '"hronchout the DC I r.--riod -
BC conl ,ever :i.c;nore tl1< r lCt that Dram FJ "C11'"'r 1vas on ja:i.l - ,,•os on 
n.obben: Al..,ncl , and tho.[; 'vhc..r was o guy caJ10r' Joe .-.lovo \vho 'VD"' \vork:inc; 
do.y and ni,.ht outside the conn try - 'hcv conl<l never deny the Pxis .... ences 
of' th< "'" co.,10 '1nd th"' existence nf' +l1e Coneres s o.nd >mnocrots ond tlle 
existP·lce of "'he ...iACI o~ the Dram f'iAchers o.ncl the Slovos ond the Neil. 
Ac;eet 
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has done the most, I t ~in , ons uri.ne 
a human one , and that is rl. mean l.rhcn I 
... the unbanninc of' the .. W I aluays add the 

done a lot to ·~co_ o· r strue;ale a humane 

by do you say in·· ; .,,_ly f'rom a reac .__- 0'1a.ry position? 

F . This uholo , -·- i ..,c '\·:orkcrs thine. 

J . ' . You mean 19227 

' "" . ..., . Y , yes , very, very i1i'~ally. 

J.fi' . ;;,o thor t c noW' i-cormn1 "c, in the conununityyouuorkw·ith? 

F • ..; . Y~"'" , ~here ' s a. lot 0 ..... ., .: -commu.nisn ; the cormum · · - a. lot of' a.P~ ·-

J . F . 

F . .. ..~ . 

c 11 tistn in the co. '..,1LU1i wj" ' but it t ~ .L erG O:i.1a.l po . . "' l that I ha.Y..., 

a.1 Sl.1eak about it , I :: Lk abou i" openly- t1 ... co.utLm:ity t s quito 
aJ1' i ·u.,l '1t to1.·L.-r' 1 .- comm 1'1 . 1 1 C!':pec;_a.lly t",c utrlim COllUlllnity , because 
co.,,,,; 1 in tJ ,._ · .,. -in .,' e;.r collective psyc' 10 (7 1 rc.resc ,tc: .,o;hcism, 
ancl .. here ' s no .. incl' el::.e abominable to a. ::uslim ac: non-bel:i.~"'e- ; ., God . 

Can you. just r:ive rr.., -'"' ' ve 1 in ntes to as·c ., , nt Islam because ( •• • • • • •• 
• •••• ) - why (' ... 'ape vi':!:') - i ~ you can just .. ell me a hit of' your hi~ tory 
of' a'\'larcncss and cr 1 .: ,,:::; t:... in that conummity- you ,.;ere raised a ~·insl i? 

Yes , yes - ycc: , of' col'r.sc I ,.,as born in a Ln"'l ' 1 ~:',;1 , - I told yon 
yestcrdny about 11011 intensely ottacl1 ed to a rr- 1 i ·i.on ',ic- c-o Jnt - thi s 
commnnity '\'las , or t,ic- i'amily '"ns , o:f :~ ' nc , ...,,,· '10'\v nnr b0in,o- removed 
to a ClCtto also QSSistod in the cJr-- rf'1i._.i'">'Yl;"'1ti0'1 0 ~ 0111' ~...,,til) , to 
the e:xt~"'nt t1•at 1v other and her c-l,n, ,.• i" 11 ·a.s o " 0n- '"c ,·ere of'ten 
contempt• ously r<'~~"',..red to a.s tho.,,_ - th...,~.. t c by my g-ran<lmottcr and bv 
the rest o:f tho f"nilv,, ho"'e who len<' no.;hinc about Godsee;ebod , 
which ; '"> s..,,.,nng ... • .:n l ) f . ~ "',.,ikaans - (o(1SP.t;ebou , Gou ' s - God ' s pr...,yer, 
but I "'.l'link i t meant to mean you kno''i nothine about the preceptc:: o f' 
your reli.:;ion. 

Anylvay I ,.,a~ .foirly rel·'. ~' ou ... f'ro 1 a very ') otl'l"" ::tge , ...,ncl this lvas un
related to any l~incl o:f f':uni.Jy i 11 "luences , b' c nf'e m r " .,rtily :::;radually 
moved ~way from .c li~ion - now _here are t' o 1 ~i nds nf' , . , , )menu in the 
to,mshi )f' - the one is 11a.t people actually be co tP r·.o,.-o f'p 1damentn.lis t 
an<l tlle_rhold onto .._ .,f';r PV"ln:elicol tY."'P"' '"l f ... eJ i ion- , ,,ev rr:.o to 
churcl1 .tore regulr>""1v 1 a11<' i r t s a means of' holrli, onto sn1i+v - t h e 
otl0r trend i.s a].Sv to - "1.0 just-- it 1 s ju"t you t , .. c losin" touch "'vith 
your r 1 i. rri.on iA .i llf' t a part or "his 1vho1 e disi.1tedra.tion tha.t takes 
place in I-'1PSO co-,·w··d tics , c.s cia] ly the nmrJy uprooted nnes , or tho 
nP"'d) .l:'l,..,cec' o1ec: or ·tispla.ced ones - displa.cetl ones . 

J\ny'\vCJY my mm reli,.,.ious develo rxnent i.s essen i."llly a personal hing-
i. t ,,•asn t t connec .... · to any ki. l o.f family pr"' ... ure , anc· ::.1 fac:; I tauc;ht 
you have this uhole Ha.drcssa ystcm ,.,hereby you have so .tebody in - i.n 
every nei.e-hbourhood teaching all the children of' tha.t neiehbonrhood -
I "'vns one of' those - I '\ras n teacher in tho::c strnctu.res f'rom a very 
young nee - l think I Pas about eleven years old '\:hen I ua.s teachine; 
already in one o!' those e trnctures - I 1va:: l3 ycarc: old ~.;hen I became 
o. f'orma.l teacher :--'"' -'lC r.10s que and ~ot Paid. i'or it - I mean a monthly 
sa.lary - so my cor1 11 i ' tent to rclie;ion 1 ~ bec11 a f'airly early one -
'\vlten I <' )'l_._)lctcd x;~y •. atric I uent to <'1 1.; '3tan , Hhcrc r spent eiGht years 
of' stw·y ·· ,~ I~lumic tllColoc;y. 
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J . l<' . 1/hy did you co to nl'·i "'tn.n - d·iu you c .... '"'C to be eight yours or -
'\·:hy - TIO t tl at r1nny outh Af'ricW1 .• u: 1 ' 1 <....o .,;_:; , do they? 

1" . ' YL , :he - no , the s urpri.s ; ., .1tinL · .,. not t'tn.t it ' ~ - I mcW1 .;:,outh 

J . .. ' . 

J . " . 

11' • .c. 

J . F . 

F • ..l...J • 

A ....... · r l.l'l • nslims do o ·o ... · 1· • t:an in ln.rec numbers , but the P"""l"l'1 o:f 
Indopak origin , 'l'"'D 1 ' '~ tho clcrcr from .n:t:a.l and tl e Trn.nsva. ..... ~ , :hey 
normally traine~ i '1 - ..:..n 1n.k.istan , and no l: the ones from the 1 _ c -
the Cape ·l\·i.ll nor .. tally train in t h e .fiddle ;ast - Cape ones - how-
ever , there is an evan ""1ica1 g.ron1 thn.f- operates .,. · ~.llin the Halay comm
unity o l!'l o , and i t has its bases in India. and ro.kis ~.an , t he ( • • •••••••• 
•••••• ~- and I spent .na.J.>' yeor:.. rodlll ng around lvith thct:t - I don ' t kr.o'\v 
j.ro yon 1 V..) seen them around here also - they .just abont all over the 
lvor1 1 - they w·0or t 1·l0sc short kind of' tun i c'" , ::tncl you could sec them 
SOJll tirt~S "i'lith vhPi"' bJ.anl..-,.,tc; a:nr1 SO 0}1- i'- 1 ::; a roVil1"' band Of' people , 
and .. .u ... I ' vc been to - '\'IC 11 , VOl' ~ n~ t al --tl · :fi 1d t 1011 11 over the "ivorld 
so I ua.s ::..ttacl10d to then ""n l ccaJsc ,.,f' 1n.t connc<' i on I lvont to _ ak
istnn . 

I ' m j 1st co; rnc: m1 - you "'v-crc ·· n NYA and cvcrythj ng yo11 told me yester
day I mig'1t no.. have even m Ol.n if you hac .., ' t •••• 

01 , n.ll o:f this ha)pcncd at the sn.me time . 

Yo~ , yes - I '\va:: a deeply rcli.ei Olle .~,nrc: on e v en n l'TYA , but there was 
no 001 1C'C.;ion - I mcru1 it lvas a c:chizo!l',~pn ' t:- nYi."'~cnc0 - t 11cre 11las no 
cotmect i 0'1 bct"t·:ccn my rcli. n;ious involvc"lc~t ~,' ry pol :i •·ic .,l involve
ment - l !lCW1 it was t1 o C'Ol )le"'" .... li '?CJ!n.ra:::c .,'1.i n,~s - -.hr :rcl :.c;ious 
people -"~o,vnecl on my pol·i ical v

1 dn ipc: "\nd n:r .t"-l:i. ticaJ. f'r·icnrl .. , no , 
they c Ll no1.. i'ro:m on In) - on my r c l i ~ious coim't l .. 11cnt at ~ 11 - +hey 1vere 
very rcspc<' ·"'uJ ... o, . .,,1 ls it- bnt i"v wn."' Q kind~ " "'ame th ...... J";)..l .~.Jlayed 

··i 'h God , t-'l.a1.. I ,.; 1 " . ' :1.e '"1 you and then yn l hcl_ - • h<'l
4
"1 von in 

: o •.,.. rcli i ons thin.,.ics ancl ' 1, P. l ~ UP .· , .. OLU"' o1i · <''l.l t;1 jn ;s - th-...t 
, ., the kin ..... of' ... ., ... y naive 1-irrh c:c' nol ration.., li<"' 'hi"~.1 tl.., .::had at 
that si ~ "' , an<' i '\laS .., Chri s ti,.,n ~·roup in ·~· ·j .. ·m that "orced me to 
sec the ralatio1--iP b,.,t,roen the two . 

1 hclonc;c J t-o a Chrir- v . 1 eroup i n .,,~;.,. t:an ' I 
1 • Jtudcn ts C11'r · c:tian 

Iovcrtcni; , "'-,' rly ca.r1; ..:..n my theolorri e'l.l st ,·.· ceo in 1n.l,:ist.,n - no,\· I 
mean t11c ...... 1 .cr alnazinr; thi ne; wos tl a.v ;. ucn .. .,v study at a very con
SCl.'Vativc ,~.)1< <' - at a place \vhero :i:f you. read ncuspapcJ.1 S I mean , then 
yon ---c l.ost~ ;.ro thn.t ' s tic daily ne'\;rspa_cr ... -because you c .. ,,,., here 
:for ( ••• •• •• 1 for rclie;ion , yon did not come '10rc i'or dunya , -~'or the 
1..-orlcl •• •. 

1!llat arc tho::: c t"l.·lO 1:ords? 

'1 - i. n , and a stro1~c on the i , and dtm:·a - d 11 n y a , and a stroke 
on .;he a - :::o you ucrc reminded all t "le time t" at you c::une here :for r~;..., 
an< ; f'or "unya :L "1Cn.n , :mel so you not supposed to read neuspapcr"' , 
ruHl i ... lccd I uas expelled ":rr 1 that place a:ftcr :four and a half years 
becau~"' as - to quote my ,..; c i 1al - Tumhari chariji ta aluqat bahut 
hai. - yon ' vc cot lots 0" • 1 ' I connections - bnt I "t··as shrmvd - ~ .; d 
not taco my expulsion - I • i · ' .. protest ae;a:i.nst it; , bu; I asl·cd fo,~ 
:fnrc;ivcncss nncl I protnisc<l ........ ver to do it ac;a.in , i'tl ~ 1v-aQ jnct a - :... 
, oc ;nst beinG s'J.re~;cl , t"1at ' s all - you sec , I r<'""li'""'..! that ~ " _,_ t m 
1 

-. ; , • exnellcd :from th"'rC ' then 1 lCiv that I ' m 'l'()i r, to be c i f':f ~rent . .. 
r.,..o .. l all the other t'10 n 1 ')rri.ans h ... C'1 home , nnd I .... ls o knel·l tl1a L an cx-
1.tll5 ion behind. your '"' .... <"' , C mean l'f"Oplc C: n' ' t llnr1 ,..., tru1d that .for this 
and that- people clo1 ' t tnlerstand that; ~-:1 'n c soci--1 cnv'i.ronmclt , tho.t 
'\vhol _ - the thcolo i c l nar,..o1vncss of pco •. lc I •1 ::- , ..tnd they l.ri 11 just 
sa) ( •••••••••••••••• • : -"ar:icd - he "1\T::t.:3 c;:::wll,.. 1 , rh .; ' s he tal 1' i 1,5 

abO Ll.11 o 



l~. -· 

J .1!"' . 

F.~. 

.., c:tn;yprl rm f'o~~ cix 'lOnths a:ftcr t 1at at that place ,... "'r' I '\•as rein 
r i., tat 1, UlU "'v 1 on ! 1ti ctly lc:ft for another p ace - bu_ the amazinG 
"1 n(j ,.TO."' h'1.t I 1 '" •( •, · s env ronr1c.,t Phcr~ you coul r ... read out-
side n '!"!Japers , a.n~ iP i environment, con-fnC' £rom South .. ~ri ca -
comine- "rom all that pol · ic'11 kind o:f v ''"l-r<.Jlcy and so on an' ... o ~o-rth -
I actually P ') only survi.vn 1 but I ereF - :::.: 'vas a psycholoeica.l ~..,.. c-k 
in hn cin 1i 1 ~ - I I' "" 1 c~1 you imacine t"1a.t very ac ti vc k.incl f' J i:fc 

) r '"O<'i.~l_ co .. UJii.;mcn(;, ,... ' nvolvemcnt, and here yoLl are stuck ... o -
yOtlr' lJooks - yon ar 10,.; c:tuck to your )OO'..:c: Olld ns •" ,]1ern ..; no 

'vorlu bcyonll your bon ~s' beyond your books .... n, bcvonl" your s · r · rna.] 
roosters - ,.,e ""'on·1( - T ua.s s:i.ttine- in t"le c--, '"'n .-.t, '1 bottom o"' onr ·n-

._itut:ton one ni,o11 , r:rysc1:L and - -,nt1 ~-,.o other frif' - ond one other 
f'ricn<l r.rom So11 ... h. "r-ic::1. - '"o ''~"r<" four 1·•ho T;nrl"" ' nv lved polit-jc<:tlly, 
inclutline; th0 pr0"'i(lc1t of SAD~ , rJe onth "'ri.ca.J, Blacc Schol::trf" ~~s 
oci ..,ti011 - :f'0ur o,... 115 hod G011C to P~' i <= 1-0::1 1 a.l1 4 they dropped Ollt 0"' 

re1 ieions st 1clie~ . 

AnY'lnY ,.;e '\'ere s i ttinc i, this cafe one ni '1t ,.,rhcn a ..;u.y started chatt
il•G' to us , ~1d then - ..... .ccmember ,.e '-:ere c'iC'r:ussinc Ivan Illycb and hie 
s tu:f:f (?) and his 110rks , so a euy "1-lal..:s n.~.') .;.:> n~ and 1 c asked us - he 
'"anted to ioin the conversation - lve rc->lly i::;noreu him bccouse not P -

1 '1 ... mru .~ o ;her parts of the tlvO third~ "'vorld , peoplt , ve a :fa.:o:cin" j ')'tl 

•i 1 1 n. i"" 11 end they ':ant to interrupt you:.~ convcrs; io,., as soor. as 
... !1 .... .f 01 ,, ., .. ~t you !3pea'· n ~11 h - they ':a_.-,t to beco11e f'r ' 1 'ly 'dth 
you, the~r l:a.n-t 1;n 1 '"'arn ~~li"' 1 1 , they lv::tnt to nse you ~ i c ,•a.y , yon 
sec , so '"c '"ere t-·ir'"'r:l of' t 1is l'i1Jolc aki:: - of' thi:::: .;1•,.•..,. ~,.,i 110nscnse 
:for two nr three mo~ths already. 

Anylva~· t"10 euy prrc i stcd o.nd he turned ont to be a Catl1oli.c prie!';t , 
Father 1 ·i •'1MY de onza. , and 11e told ns thot 'lC lo101vs of a.no he:r ~roup 
that nccts on o 1·rcckl.· basis in :f::ct to discucos the lmr·~s ,;- _._van Ill
ych - I - ,..,.c "':cnt (;o our room and t'lo of LW decided that t 1i s uny can ' t 
be trusted and th"Y ' re not eo:ing to take up the mcctinc '\v:i.t,1 him -
w·ent to meet Jinnn:, , .-.nd that '·:as the ceinni:ilG o:f a ,,ronder.f .1 ... ~01a. ·ion
ship bet;.;een mys0lJ' ond - and th~"' f'lu'istian community - did I cive you 
a copy of the Dcsmon..l Tutu peac• (?, lecture- in there you' ll sec I 
ma.l<:e 't'Cf'crenco .,o t'to Christian rom •uni t;y and to their s u:f:ferint; in 
Pakistan , the soc4 ~1 op1 .ress i on tno.t they experience a:;1y; ... ay - and so 
I j oincd the Stu~cn L:s c; -:i. cia:n • ovcment •• • • 

In • a.kis tan? 

Y _.:; , in Pa.ldstan , and 1'10 met once a '"eel· t) discnss Ivan Illych and to 
;•ork o'1 odnca.tionul projects -later on o '"' C' l1'1""'C 1'1"! ;, volvencnt ,,·ith 
t,,,m :i '1crco.scd so much that I h came vi rl"'- "l-inci 1nl (),... .., hieh school 
bcinu run b;r th011 1 tlJc ...:t . a.~:ic1·s ' ... cc1,,.,-:c,_l .;,.,.,, C' 11o11, bcin~ run 
') the La ...:o.J.lc l.Jrot'1crs, nnd ,\C had lot:: o:!:' c.1.: . ..2'"'cr .... 1"' '·in ,c: of' pro-
. ,..ts 'Oi 1C jn tl'c ,.. • cpnr connnunity , in tho ,:Jrison::: , i, hC' ITin 1, vi 11-

a,_, .... s, 1 · .racy pro -r.-. 1 tcs, a ..rh 1.e vox:i.e :,· ,.., .... th:i.ncs, bu+ , cy L'orced 
me auu: .2:rom my :i.1:;.r-~ ·T percc ... 1 ... i')n ol' rc 1 i~inn ro1cl they ·"orC' u .no also 
from my ver:, <''"1PVinist:ir lLliiTI pcrs:>er:;·~ ""~"n that I 1a., r" '1"1 up '\'ith 
i.n , ·.s otl,nr "p 1 ll'!tcnt: 1 · r upinr;, you sec - ::tn~"'vay they arc cc:s-
CTl ·i"l.ly rc.c~ (' c;• ,_e l0 1

, "'let that I could !;CC the ma.rrinP:e bet.-·ccn 
I:..la... o.11d my - n.n 1 my .., ci l comm:i. tmcnt, n;.1d not my thcolo,; - I mean 
toc'r~,v ~ 1DVC snccess:full: 'ntcera.ted rn .. r t"1colo~ .. {ith my - ,..· t' my soc
ial ~onmitment - l don t t 010'"' - I clon ' ... 1·· ., .... 1 tn ·n a boa.:.. ( '? ~ but I 
do thin'~ t' "t nc: ,(' ........ ns the emereenco _ .... " 1 i ')'"'"""" 'on thco 0 rr-v is con
cerned, I don ' t '-hi·..,, ,1at onr group, ~· Cn.J o" Tsl::un , ancl my~p,l " 
pe:rsonally- I C::.r> .,,i., 1 ~ that ,.;e are doin.:; a ~i 1." ....... ;,,... '"ork n many 
conf'Cl."Cl1CCS ~ !1.., ... :._ t 1 ~ ttcndcd OV r"'0i'" - .;he 1 ~.tncl '"' v'!CO OeJ7" that i:e 
CX;>OlUH. , [>CO J <' ll"~VC never come DC'rO!'IS it • 
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..t>cople 1avc nev e r como ncross :it , an<' t 1e ,.i .. ,, .f" c- mont u i l;h , h ·.ch 
they - t wy IlCC ._ - the stu '"' t 1at w·e 1 a v e , ~ · , .... c tu .r t ' 1 
, c i n..; ... >ro lucc at tl o rtom nt in outh i'r ' c. , · t all ...., ' vee us a :..."' .... "''"' 
o:r i · ' ; the pj onccrs in - in Is lrun:i.c l · 'crat:i0 ~ 1coloc;y - but that 
c;J.~o '• ... · , .:ronic as ·· t 11ay be - I don t t thin1 ~ i L 1 • ,~ mic really , be c::1. use 
liberation t coloCY, it 't'lOuldn t t be :ironic :in CO'lCC,;lt snell as liber
ation t 1eoloc;y f'o~~ 01 c croup to have actun1 ly moved the ot 1cr - that 
group has done a lot for me . 

There ' s one .:'ru'.cnlar ""on , a Brother ·.ori"lru , ,, , "''1n.s done - I mec.n 
Brother rorm.., , , c- "l'lho.le ~ "!·;as very deeply ·'.nr i ,.., · · one and it w·as -
I think he :forc_d ~- r .... ..tlise .L mean the cszc, -i .... l '<"ll)d:ness o.r people 
that tr~., r.ends rt 1 ..; .. i ts bnrrlcrs - I N~~ 0{' co ur- touch I mea11 -
.·YA , t ' 0n0l ·"'u•-' "'.c .... .:on , and Sout 1 .'fr ' rnn Dlac~ .... c 11olars AssocL ... ..,-To 1 

had tJ c · "' .:>+':.C' ' ccs at t 1e C' tristian In<-t i .; 1tc , ~o even there ,.,e ,.,crP ·i ., 
touch .. .: .... ·1 1.oo-... pco )le •••• 

there , C ·~ · ,... ; <''1 Inf' .. · .... nte? 

In Cope ... 'ol.m - sur. " 1 as 1eo Kotzc and eyer"' 'o.udc. 

rn,at years is this no-;;? 

r hi uas the carl:· years c . 

~arlv ' 70s be£orc ( ')' 

• I you lc:ft? 

'J.fi,mt , ' 7 l to t 7 J • 

Jo bci'ore yon lcf'!; :•on h i hcr;un these movements tO"I'lar' s the Christian 
COITU1111.lli ty? 

·o , no , ve 'vcrc j_n touc 1 '\vith them , ue sa1·· t' c n - I mc~n .hco - vou kno'\v 
Thco I otze - ~· ' 100 '·lol'ld come home t;o come a'Hl console my :family ., f' ter I 
,.,as detained , ,n(' I del. vcrcc ,..,._ cc 1 c- ;urc in t ' 1c boro c · 1 o.f ... ,_'\vi"' -

in ondon ..: .., ·arc and I dL 1 i r1.t(3<" i u to • ' 100 be cans c Theo 'is t 1e 
r; ~st - " T'._ '' _.... rcmcmbe>r very cl ... arly .;1 .... - the solace that Theo lvas 
LO ou:r r., ni 1 i0 Fh .,. .. , there ,.,oren ' t an: · · uslim priests that one could eo 
to :for .... !....:.- ...i.1d .... ~" ... upport - anyway an<i .... • al.so be c 111e i nvolved I 
mean wi. th the - the ~:us lim brotl Prhood ~; J.>e · ., - in P<!l i "Lu.n , b 1 t 11ere 
is also an cvoln.., i o"'l , you f'C'f' ' rrom se0·h.,n; :..clan ::1.11 my .~,A"~1 i ., i c"11 i ·1-
volvemcnt as t"l·;o sc.~.)arnte hi1-;s - I r • ..,vc · tO'\'lard.s the brt.tl~"'rh0orl , to
\vards the ·u~ 1 il'l brot11crhnoc' , ,,1,o eJ ·i f"'VPS in the combinc.tion o r T~ 1 o · 
ond ... wl i t · <'"' , 0. T: . , but I do'l t kno1· i .r- vo :t 1 lON anythi nc- c.bou .... t; 0r , 

but you Ilt1Rt ' ove hRard ,..,bou. .... them - i t ' s th0 i r ypcs t lG.t I nv'cn l i l·p 
killed 'ac'i.,t , i t t c 1 ,..,ir type,.. "" 11at .. re csc:e., i "'.J.y responsiblP f'or "lvhat 
is k:notm os "uc: l -in -'"' n c'~mentr~1 ic:: 1. 

An '\•· .~I '"a"' invo1v . nit1 thc1 i 'l [ll·jc- 'afl , C') ... , i '\\"aC! ~"'Me l · ! nl n" 
v i 1 • :rrom mv f'ena~avion '"' .r .... i .... h an· reli i, 1 w.l loc r ' r n f-o "1. co.l-

bi 1i.vion o"" 11(' •·r., , hnt i - vas c: tJ.ll. n very r .)actiOll[l 'l"' r :rf"' J.·' "'i on , a 
s oc.:nl 1:or1 ~ i s't rc 1 i i on , ~.., ' tll my i nYol v cment , even . ; 11 the .:: tudents 
Christinn · ~ ..., v- •mm ... , Has s · 1. ,.,.orkish - i 'laS gearet.. .... o,·.•ards reform , 
you sec , so acain there "i~t .. s ..... ;o separate 1·i., ls of' involvement , 1dth the 
Chr.i.stic.n 't11dents Lover.1cnt on the one h<:~..1. , and 1•ith the .fnsl.Lm brot,lCr 
hood on th~" o~ ·wr han<l , hLlt the one hardly o1m• about the other onP and 
the one 1\·as, ' ::; a part o:r the other o11c - rhcn I cone to ci o nth Africa • • • • 

lhen you crone bee-~ ? 

Yes , ,., 10n I qn<!.l.:i£icd I cn.Jnc bncl<: , it -.;;o!: o.i'tcr n.bont "' · •:'1t years . • • • 

J . F . You quc.lii'icd aD? 

F . E. As a ( •• •• • • • • • • • I 
1:011 , :it t S "l'lri t t Cl -~ ., t'1...,t li ttl.c book •••••••••••• 



i' • ~- . 

J . I<' . 

"i' ' ... . 

••• . co ' · , ... t:i.on o'"' theoloCY and politics - "'O .L · e~"nnte prl c ' ~,1 of' 
\ .. s ..ry on the ::outh co~st o.f :.a~.;:' 1 , ..., 1<.' t "1cre w-ere a . 1 •• JCr of 
l c • .::..e .... " ..;he ::: emina.ry :'10 \rore born l llf" 1.; n...,' but the c: e tlna.ry "\'/; !" -

"\'ln."' ini t:Lally intended to be tl1e tra.·· n-.i.l u '-' ~ound o£' co vcrted . U"' 1 ' 
o£ blac s , you sec •••• 

O:f •• .fr-' ea.ns? 

O.f .. :frican uU~lims ' Y<'S ' hut there I HC,C - p· LS confronted 1dth the 
;.,rhole concept of' a missionary Islam , o:f :::u• .. ' , cho"'en, you arc .frozen , 
and it is my ta.sk to come ond defrost ·you - :::. tcan that 1ras tllc whole 
story there , yon sec, and .L lived qu:i.tc nncomfortably "l'li.th it - .1.. mean 
thcJ.~e '"ere t imes '"hen ,.1c rais cd this in conw1i. ttcc mcetina!" and whe "1 1ve 
had seminars around t ·w ' ssue , but - ancl (?~ I clearly re: li• rrl t l- t 1·:e 
l\'"erc l.i..f.fcrcn::;' ,c-ents- hr· .1 tJ0 ... blacl's uerc <'01 . "10 1 'l.nd I 
;.;as c1 1..; e a ha.rd-1 -' , r on many .._ hi.n._.s - for c.xOJllple , LlT' 1- • 1 ... J ,., t'· 
b l ac :: \v •rc - "t~Cr.., ...,.:..von "free Cl.:l .. 1 ro:;; x-'d pcop1 c l'lOllld C.) 1-.. and i ri'1J' 
all t• ci:r rummac" ... · ere and i ... • ·nt1.ld c clis tri ' ) 1 ~u. to t ' 1e stndcn ... s 
there , so ,.,.he 1 l c..,,..., , ·rc l "' '""' md t1:o room~ '"' ' 1.c< , boxes of' clothes, 
and I re:fused tC' • · '" ~.;h 1te t' clothes - peoJ. • ..!.." came loJi.t 1 PC\\'" shoes 
also - I neon bo:· " "' .,.,. shoes and nc1· tac1~·· es and thincs i ke that , 
and I re·'"' uscd to 1 .;,... ... ~~butc ,, 1 - the stur cnts eot ten rnnc1 , · \•eek 
poc1<ct twnc~~ - I r ~n c to •.; ributc the poe ~ct mor ~ • ' r l e;oinc 
tO dO {j:JrUCll i ll'"" , O...'"H' • <"' yOU 0 ~0 mUCh cardcni na yOU j 11. !Jv" SO nlUC'l 
money - tl ,..., .... H"'"" my 1 · ,,'"! and - ond .I , nn1i_"~c the commi ... ..,e , ,.,.ho 1vere all 
Ind "on u~,ft~ i 1 ' c cl.~s busines~ people , I ~ad no conc:ciencP ~oblems 

with bl:-~c'"' - ~ ~1.od ncv0r ' 1nrned b l ocks - I ' r' o.l"to;ays been a .t"r *" o~ "'-bA 

1 ib ration strne;clc , and I ' v e eot no revc:or to be I"O~t tOl'lar s bl<>c1rc -

' <"' ' m caine to be sort towards anybody it ' s brr n~c the person ·~, tmon
' m coin{j to be h"rS ' ' tOlll"ar· S SOD!Cbocly it ' ... (~ bf'" USC t 1e person 

'...,1 c1 re, or the person nf' 1 , rincipol to h0 1 ~ r~·l to1o;ards him , 
anc' -i. '17nS coin.n- to e no ,,i .,. 0 r .. l:iS P'"'lly- pal i ~ "rOllTI( • 

I ( id t 1i.n'· t '•at I 1 os a ver~ -- ~· endly 1cr on , I i< 1 · , •. t'~at I l'la"' a 
ve~y competent 11ri1"'C · pnl , an nll my i<' en" I mean li.'·c "'ny , und Ivrln 
Illych' s lvorl s ~<' so on ~ 1 - ,n 1 my lvlwle - nntl 1 1 my yc .... r c: of tenc 1-
i.n e.:::.:lcricncc and so on , "'' no ' ?: that ,-as there , 1 ,t don ' r me and 
t '1ink 1o t; bccau"' you ,...c to be b ac"< - ~ "'"O · n • · o get any c: , 
.fav urs £ro1 r- - nov ... .... lc wl o ha<' ero ;n. up in a 1v'10l e sp-i ~i ~""' -r 

dcpcnc encc , ; """ :Lc: Yery · · ,...,_ . cult to Qwal Olv , anc needless to sa)" , I 
1vasn ' t ~ '"'1"')- Ol' 1 r pr::.. f' i 1 - I lvasn ' t no u ar "tv.i.. th the conm1i ttee 
boca us~"' .~ 11 my " unny i ._.c: obout uh~r sho tld Fe c;o anc convert nco ple 

, t ris , .. at , ' ·e ol;hcr , ond my pol·' tical i eac: - t 1r1 c:tndcn "'" 
:f1tmd m~ pol "i;c,...lly very , very c;ood , bnt t ' 0y cou cln ' t stand ·'"lf' f' <>ct 
.. Lat they 1vcrf' 1 t c~ ttina s 1oes any more , t wy ' re not e;e t t:ine- :frP.e 
poclcet money Ol"'Y mor0 , onr so oi'tP.r a YE'~r \vas ot,t . 

~ O"t'l there is a dis utc until toclay b ""> ut vhet' ",~ T 1vas "'acl ed or '"h'"' -
thcr I ref" · •r - • t" it , s j ll"'.. t<"clm · C" 1 i - 1: mean in technic-
ality I r 1 , , , ' )Llt sure I would 1avc b o '"'orced nnt even ii' I 
did not roc:.:.. ,1 - !" > t 1 a ... :nc: t wt one yc~r •••• 

J . F . That was ' 81 , t"?? 

"'"' ' • ..L..I • Yes , yes , '"'nd "">ut at that SQJIIP. period I ··:as o. I'lember 
l\fuslim Youth. ove•nnnt , and the ·uslim Yout1 nvcmcnt r~ 
the ~ uslim Yout 1 "'ovement is an extenc:ion r , e usl · 
and the bUS lim bro ' •~'10 od movement , ther~"' ~~"' t"lvO -
s ta1:- t - in Is nm:i.c " d::unontal · , , or >:ha "' n {'r ,,...~"' 
talism , there ore c .;o trends - hP one .; c: c, c Ir' .;rr 
one ..; ... ,.., more mo lcrat<' tr~nt" - .. 1 t i.e: ·'- '10 'GYpt:;.[ / ... · , 
'L'Yl · ... 1 , Sut~n , Io'<ist;,..,n · model - thPy arc rcprcsentc 

hood u""'Y J)eS • 

he '-fV' ~he 
_.i.e: s ,. '1T'f 

1 r~"'"*:hcrll n 1 , . , 
,., '"' t..,damen -

1r1 , a. 1 .. he othor 
• c .ani model -

b_.r t 1e brother-



~ 
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.T. F . 

o n ... n1 -iS tan you 1l~ve t •le J arnot a .,... "' a 'li 1 yr·· a , n n 1 the . rn.b 
countr"( You ' ve ') tte, uslim brot1crhoo.: - the us 1im brot11Arhood 
is - rec -r 1., i tse 1 " s t'1e ~s am·· c movement a 1 ovE'r t ' e "'.vorlti - in 
ne nn<i 1 : ,-ou1- h :.:- J. - c cnteci · n an orzanisation like l''O::lAS , Feci

oration of' - of' Students - some Islamic c:+ 1 1 e- tc: or c:omet'1ine like that 
in me r ion there 'IToul<' c the ISA , the t nc: 1 · 1 

1 •nts Asc:ociation - in 
South } fri 1cy [Ire the . i.l , but they " -r '"' 1.1 or · 1 'td t 1 eac· 
other , anc.l ~"in~ ine is ike on intern~ al. ,_. c"' l ""'"ipline .._ , " c 

movement · ., v' • "'tron est •• n ,. movcmc v i.. ~JI:!_ .. .' r~;,.,, - I 't\•as a r ...... -
ber of that movomcn t , t w .I"~ • 

Yo"" , r "" n movement(?) 1 Ta"' jnRt i ~· nP: - I have an essay I ' ve 
ju~""" ,·ri..' ;en an r"'c:" r or •,;,..l orl.d Qll r'-,.,.,...1;- on hO"'.IT 'Lnternatio· "ll 
IsJ.n C' .ovcmentc: i ,..~ 1 enc-...J :._c lL'm · ... ou.; '"'r" co oncl hop ..,.,e - ..,h~t 

Isl. cts in t11rn L1 '"' lucnccl by tho l·"h~"r -: · 1 .ovo cnt in i e onth 
A.Cricn , "'.ITith the extcrn"l .C , ./INC l .. i o·" co1.nect·i.onc: , a:r, ;+ t c:; tlwt 
essny that I "'.'lante, you to read . 

I 1 11 loo•- -"or i .. - I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ... so I shou d be able to get i 

F . o , it ' s o1ly comi.n~ up in the next pril. issue . 

J . F . ( •••••••••••• )last year - I can eet a copy easily . 

!<'"' . E . I sec - no , it ' s coq i 1e up in April. - '"'DY'vay c:o I "'.vas in the MY!l , but 
the 1-1 is ":~ .,~0 1 i ! ously f'tmdamental:ist - .func.bmcntal.ist Islam is 
the only rr1 i .rr:i on ~cC'rpt2bl.c to Allah - all other paths I mean lead to 
hell - thav i.t iz Oil"" tas,. to convert people , and onr objective is to 
establish an Lr1o ,.;_c :::tate in outh J.f'rica - I :Coun<' t l a little b:i.t 
tmcomfort; e>1 hni..,:; in thai c,......,wd , but it 1vo.s very - · ;'"' - it ,..,as 
pleasant 110 · r ~ in that cro't , , '1ut there F~.-. one co, ,... · <' 1- ; ,., - there 
l'aS one , i , ___ that bothered me ,, 1 the tine , that ·" '"' ""iC'nds f'rr, 

o.kist;:u1. . r to come to .:.10ut "'-r..; co , ,.,o.,l.d I be a' 1. "' h1 ·roclt'C"' 
thCI'l to lY. 'D fri0n('fi I ' m tall i r about all my c·lrjst~ 1 tu<'~"nt-c: 
} ... ovement fri01 · ... - and I r n t , and t" at ma.c1e me eel that there 
'\•ere contrad · r i s in n 1 • '"' I nea.n t ' 1c .fact t 1ot I liTOUl( n ' t be able 
to show or£ my ~hr " c:ti~ " · nds to my 'uql.im r "cndc: ~ere . 

J. •'. by not? 

{t'. ~. 

J.F. 

F . ... .,J • 

J . F . 

ileco.usc my ill" i 1 .Cricnds t •lCy \ITere " 11 c"omcntnlists . 

fhey liTCrc anti-C' ,~i " ·ian? 

Yes , qo l lived in th.i.s lcind of - in. these t'tiTO ,.;orl.<l"' , you sec - o:f 
C'lLT'"'-. I mco..n , a.c ::.: pointecl 1 1"" earlier on, t 10 "1.'/0rl.tl hn.d na.rro,.;ed i'rom 

h ,... ·ndamcn tal.ism 0 .... the ( •••••••••••••• •• ) 1l nation a • 0 ltl ac u-

.:. ..... n - uhl' vorld has nO\IT na ... "0 cl n an Is lam ·hich SaliT t le nC'ed to get 
involve ar u1 • you , bu · .., 'me: still "Y arroeant. .......... .:.am -
then can v Lc l.a 1ch o.f the Ul)l!'"' - r. ..Jt t •l.e launch , the year bern,...,. the 
t hen the C::.>F , the c~pc cmocratic Front , '·as be in~ aun chrv'l , 'l. year 

.,.."\,...c t •lc U: ~·'· 

, a."' 

.... 0 ' 

.... 
~v 

the C 

t at that { ,., ' 
\ • I 

'\vas l.aunchE'! 

J . I-' . Yo"' . 

F . Yec: , ,,., j L' uas .... rcri ona structurr . 

.r . r . .,-. TT"\I" ( (' OrA U~ .I \ • • • • • • • • • • 1 
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• ben 1..rns it lntmc cc1 t' en':' 

cnF \•In" nt 1Chec' Tunc , TT laln1C11(> in . '1. nc::t , YC'" , "0 tl1at '<">!'1 

the year t at I -.~ nt t' is s 1 ry - then T W<tS a> oi1ted by the' n· 
I '\ol~S a ver·· stmior person in u1 "I , nn >into hy t , ..... ~ . 

to Je~ 11" - to head it~ commi into o li·'·ic-, 1 levclo. nentf' i, 
out 1 -r-r; e-n ", , 1vork out a t..::. .L rin ... i'o""' , c n v' tent ' "' - t~, ,. rk 

out n lL",r~n ~~~the 1ont 1 s political · ~ rolvemcnt- tis mandate , 
s 0 to ., a.y , u001 

.• c to - , i mnndate ' so to <' I ' too' · me to meet -peo J; 1 c 
li1cc on "Iattcro , evil c .... c.x:::mder , peo. le l.:i.' ·e Jo mny r~ c ~ , I mean 
..., 1 1 the bi(..'>vi ··s o '"' he ln:i ld a n::~tion<t 1 arum ns ,.,ell as '"' ''1e United -
or +-he impendin[, 1itod cmocratic 'ront. 

I opted :f• r 'he U')P' nnd 
mont - be. . ' n U" ",c, '1e 
Call o.r slam , Mr<>e1 "' , mman 

or c-uys ir 1 '0 • ·-: - 1'1e 
,.c · u-=t J -"' 1- the ·~·. 

Because? 

C"' uc: c<' ::~ "nli t be two en us and the move-
- by ns · 1 - about the "'ot 1ders of' the 

c; s nn , · (' 1 -: , 1vho · c; a so here , anc two 
thE' IT.· no.; tc ""' ""'m the Cnll o I"lam 

ecause 1:10 - 1..re (idn ' t , . , • t' E> · ,., line t;o,.-,.. .... 1 non-" "'1 ' ms , 1ve didn ' t 
lil'C their J i'1f' i:;o··mr 1

' 
1 

v -r_- 1 .md ivC 'IVC':!'C SO b " e bO\vC out 
because 1ve 'C' "~" very , very p01ver.ful pconle in t w ' 1 they felt tha 
t '1cy cot'ldn 1 " • ..... v0 1 - and t 1 " s is one oi' ny reas o -'"' r cnvinr; A"'il -

(? 1 tha. t - that s cminnry , bee a us A I 1vu<> tol 1 I me"" '1 ..... - I could no 
lancer he trusted 1rit 1 c · uture or our children - my -i.('coloci.cal po<> -
:ltion ,.P" ton b < - - " l· months after that ue rormecl the Call of' Is-
Jam, ::~nd • i ,· no1v h ve rcnch,...d the line 11llere my politic~l coiJU"-
i men.., "' i 1 incr lill.e manner lin' c<' o ny theoloc; "cnl <'"' i , 
anc the .Lact t'1at u<" C" 1 a.ctna.lly pu " '1:' thC'olo...,.i.cnl ant Dr' i t-ic--ll 1 i' 
on a .. er anc' 1 ""'YO it be inc; c 1nllcncc 1 'J'r " ;hers is an indica.,~.:> • at 

I·in<'-= ,... ,...antra.< ·· c tions nrc no .. ' -· ; · roned 01 - it ' s bei.n rr -

.· be in , rr -..red - T don 1 t th · nk t ' .., -.;•c> a,... tun 1 y 1 · v • 1'li thout con-
... '-let- that ,.c ivc absolutely w·itlout con·r;'dict · ~ , bu o 
, · ' 11nt I meal' thnt ue 11' no,., rc~c'1e" t'1e point o cr 1 i 1J i lity, 

.he.,.. -· ,-;e - ,. I·inc of' c' i -; any c c; cla,cing or moving - 0c:c-i 11-
atin L • tl..-eon _, · , that and ..,1 otl er. 

,... <'ours e ,.,]1" you arf> i,,vol ve<l in a front , ~c •• are in tl c UD.", then 
J~u nrc nlso 1 ~volvc<' .. i:.'t elements .,1 o ... -.ro <" ' ""Prent rrom you , but 
thes c nrc ho .cf' t rJclmo1vle< ef'mC'nts of' i ::'~E>rAn C"' - I mean the .:.i...'\C is 
the SAC -. td tll~"y n.r,... not; !'"us 1 ims , ru d u J.im"' nrc '·ns 1·• ms , they are 
not rarvi ~s, so there n.r~ c i " r~rcnces , b1t your commit111e,t n ic: 
b::~c:cd ~n "~ ~clmo-.;·•lct "<" 11" n,... hose u i ""Prence , not of' t1oc:e r'i f' fAr-
encP ex · · i , 1-tithin ~ "' ~ 1 .:.v · 1,..,1" a. , tearine; them apart - one 
,.,.._, they .L .,itical, th no.x~.. ny ' P)T -=pi:;.~.itua.l , the one moment they 

1 il • thi<> , the next m0mcnt they ere li c t 'lat . 

And 50 ,-;e have no•.; ._'('11 s C'Cf'nd n c..,,.,,... ~t'le real '' <"~ l) f' our 
c: ,., 1 ~r;lc i 1to ou;c ~ ; "1 , Iv•_nln · · ,. .. he .Ia:~ 1 \\ilie" \vf" ... er~~ret our 
"'ai th - the \vay in :r!1ich ,.,e inter.t"ret our doctrine is inc- deter-
m · .,. .... J. by the s truc;ele , and at the same tine our strue-r;l4 n' ~ beine 
f'E> by ot r ctoctrine , y our t teal orry - our tbcoloeY als( n I ire"' our 
.t' li tic a. .... ; vol vemcnt - so this then 1vc have · 1 common \ i .. L ,. l-!-=> is 
cal1.ed ~·1crot:Lon theoloc;y , ond \ve plea"ed ., '""'..l.t it • 

..__ct me ·,, t "' i"' I c<1n n<>k some n0r0 coP .. ; ~ quest · ons a.t1<.1 t;hcn - be -
con"' ... ·"' vou -ive "U1SUer"" t'lore "'1ec "fi.c-..,11 r .. hnt ' d bn ca.s·ior f'or me to 
us(' -:.' r ct - •. ere Y0ll. :i ... ,, ('1" end by . n .. mcrican lihcr:- ) tlH'olnmr? 
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"'"' -. 
J . F . 

J . F . 

F . 

,J • F • 

ot r~t all . 

.I , · 1 · t 1e r eal t• · 
fa~v' i nvolvement - , 
to non-raci~lis~? 

~ ' 1 . , e to <lev e o4 
~ ~re - is it i n ~ ~c 

r 

• -i · , a "> ..... • nter -
'< .L':::l l l l o r 1 loeous 

Lots 
.i.n e; 

1c 1 2rcuments nre be ing us cc' 
o - racialism as a c ree( in t 

~ " examnle - I mean you ta l k 
c T.iiJF. 

a, i t coer., 1 ~1 a lot of the t hings you S:>i 1 arlicr ""~1 t a (? ) 
"' r ·.ctly pn 1-i ~i.cal 1 eve l , lil P n 1t p .,.. ,.. 1.ci.it.L> v • ere ar ' 1 d i f'f'eren c cs 
l:>ct>'lccn tht.. ..lii'fcrent commun ~ '''0""' '" :. ~ >'lit"J.in the co ... t :l l l i t i es , l:>llt 
h, " i ~ that reaching o ut and. vorl· ine to'-'cthcr in a f'roJ i c: w·hat you t re 
s~ ~r;.., ; abnnt relic;:ionc- - n ' re not co i ng to not he~ u• 1 · ; , bnt yoP ' re 
nov v-.~ina to rc.icc t C ~ i ·· .., s , Ls that - c::u1 you tar~ L.:. t about t 1at? 

Yes , yes - 11 
1 

·· · - • r- Ill loo1- at o nr attitn' c to,'lardc c:a.y , the Je•· -
is h comrn .r, r. political ., ::tlld ho'r · t ' s · n f'J tlCn cod o u r 
thcolocy c~ ..trly comt..~ u.t - f'o r e-·o..:t.., c , ''e don 1 t - I Mean I t ' 1ink I 
told yon yes ter o.y t ' nt ·· not our ta!" 1

.C - it ' s not o u::.:- ta<>k to - to 
bring the Jmish c!")· n "t:- i .,;o t1c etruealc , i.>ut, 1c saMe time in 
the sante '\V(:t'~t , ti14 - tr to.c: , ~ rinc; t .. c , .. ~ · commun Lt;r into 
the strugc;1 

, 
1·nr•· t "1c SQJ"lC '"ay , i _..... an iyl .JlabL~.L'v and 1is IDA...iA 

wants to o i " , 1:c .... ' 1onld try to f'cc~ll tate th:i..ngs :for l1:im - ,.,.e should 
not try to .t;::...:c thin- 1rc dif'f'icul t :for vnn Zyl Sln bert , and that i s 
'•hy I mc£U> t 10 same 1.. • • 1 eoes .for t'1c Jewish commun i ty '1' 'l. relie:i.ous 
community - t'•e Ca~ 1 ., " ..:s lnm :i. e:: b i t ;crly opposed. ... a ...., · , , ; 1 1 cs!nc-
ia.l .I >O l j t- i cal ~:ic• .. :i 1 - 'ITO mak~ u.ll01val1CCS .for F i r i..,n ... l L.o ; "l if'"1 1 l>ut 
>• ' li .,l:er~y o~posecl .; ..... pol"i.ti c a.l Zioni .., ~ , ...._,, Sout..44 ... :!:' ...... l r "'ns are t; ;.:m
· sr.. .... , ' , ; ., ;' c same w-ny t ' l t moa+ 'v1l "tc l "h ro.ls arc c. · va.l "sv- , ~--
....... .~. .,, · '1 i a pnrt of' the probl , · v~v y ou make lc,.., . f'or ~:,"l o ..., , 
you - v c. .r '" ' ~ l.i nc - 0 . v., fin , i" .rou ca ... ito.l " st i 1 ~ i D- ~cal 
:for n , 1

) .... 
1 

.. ac;e , 10 1 i rr de· l - so '"e ' rc snyin~ .. . . -., "" ne , i " 
you ;Yr(' 'l. ...., .., • r 1 ; t S a. ' i .1:-'.C..Jblen "o.,.. nc 1 hnt at this e ta.{;C in yc. U:: 

.s; oli t · ~a l. de-v 1 n v •ve ' -.~ing to 1 : .; n 1 o .... i ....,ore thr~t ~nrt of' the 
pro":>lcm .for a ,·' tile . 

Later on , nc ~'0'',.... o•:n ... "1 " rtl deve o._mcnt inc::.~cnsc"' , OJl. as. u-r• o'·:n 
onalysi~ of' the "'i o" c r .. c you uil bccin to "'CC tllc rclo~ .; o~ehip 
bct1..rcen 0.4 arthci , ._ 1<1 Zion:i."'m , 1 • as so many I mean not only .:.1ites , 
even u ac'<s , enter t1c struecrl P r-r,m"' 1 -".bcral pos "t "on , that t h ina-s 
are )a( <:"T' nd 1 that ' S '..rl~"'TI '~~"e .ould 1 " 1 '"l ,., r. an ,C tlli n,.....s , '"e ,.;ould 
like tor ..... o .... n thinr·s , let ' s start a so ... ·.; '-r:ilc , ,.,..,d. ns yon a r e en
eace<l i ..., 1 .... ly<>:i V 11 bCP"i n to SeC t l:J.t ;;·lCrC ::trc- r ll,, amcntal C "t1C:f'S to 
thos0 ,.,...,...b l mns , 'Y" .., ' lose r>ro h Jem" - n o1 "'1c some , i 1._; •rc S")'i .nr i n our 
i nter- '"' i , Po.,...·, , . ..; J , t ' 1e Je,11i s h c mt ·~ ,j , . i ) 1i"' 1 is a prob lem 
f'or u~ , lJ 1 i "' ,, , .,. 0 r... be come j ,,..., ~ 1 v -· ·1 ·, i "' hol c i 1 t cr- :fai th ven-
ture , the 1 i ~ .; "' ·· , v i e t 1at the narro'm o.r , you l~o, .. , Je"l'lish 
arroeance , n~ h ,.., c' people - th~t e v en that u:i.ll bo dim " i b ed 
in tlc "~e"" ... .: nter-.,. '"" i.th ·· nvolv cmcnt 1 so v or .. T s i T'1ila.r prinr .; l es 
a r c op 1 • • b · ot 1m -s , but you ' ' 1~ - ... o "nted t 101 ,L1 ; - .... aean 
I "l'l8S lc v cr ;'! .,... of' t ' lCm , but it (1 0 > ,, ' I n 1 t '1~t t 1P.r(' i c: "ll"t I 
cal ' r " crf> ' i h i ity in - in ana vr-i_~, ., ·~ 1 t 10 n se1.c o P contra -
dir ; P1' i .., <:Uln ys:i.s . 

Just to c,-o bnck to some 1 • ro u cot1lcl ' 1 ve a ... l)l .: cc nc' c '1 your ··y 
a y s - i s it a cp f'or ured - pe o.le ·w' o ha. pen to be Co ourecl and 

nrc .._>ol:itical , or people ,.,ho arc Coloured Fho nre becor.1ine poli1 lc- .... 1 , 

to sec ' on "andoln n"' tllci.r lender because he ' s not Co oured , b -
caus c , ' c. :fr.i.cn.n - if' t "l"'re i s this l1i" tory o " t1 c boc;ey man , if here 
is thi~ 1 .; tory o:!:' the d.:i.v.i.sion"' , bo-.;., can t'1csc 1~;i.ds t en scr0 1 a.t 
ra.lli.cc: ... r .J, ovo an, ; andc a , wd ho;., COJl you _ to me I C" ., , t name a 
Cololl~c., ... litical lender - I ' m ju<>t inter c:tcc · ,, thnt . 



T ' F .. 

'-T .~ • 

J. 

Other ... >0.0 (' h:-~vc c. n • <" 

Jame~ ..,tnn.rt on t "w .,.. c 
nc . nit tl at t ' l"l 
. . 1 ams , I tc>rv cl•c 

··min . 

Ie said no , it doec: 111E'"" 

h c 1 ., P-'O t I n c e - I ' 1 

to PH'! that it oee e some V•i11 t0 thE" I to 
ocnnce he l c r;olo , t ' t t " f'y l·:oul< h:"'VC to 

1 10 1 th c: little 
, . 

~ i ttle ... eter - yo nne eny, 

' 
from c pe "'Ol\T. - J • ::.n Ol 1 m; 

omct1in.a: to ' lit , -· t >n ' ec: ' 1 ' 1 E'Cl il'e jo , 
t l\"Onl ering l:'1at t ' 1at ... roc .,. s -.)Out? 

That ' s i 1 ·prcstine - .L 1 V C nev er thoue It o:f vUllCS tnr-~rt a ColourE?d 
t 10ug11 ~ , j_m consci ously in the ,.,.ay th,...t • <" ~ \'lOU d lav e <' , that 
leter 'i · hP Colourc' community ...,lc:o · o"' ~··"'·" ,...rc•nt comnnuri ..,i ~ -
etcr ..., 1 •s .... ,~ >m t " c • .,... 'olourQ( commun~ ty , ~ v 1i 1: - that ' ., t.lw one 

thine - t ' K v
1 

( ·~ , . · ," ·, t 'lat in my - T 1 r ... - :r ... erf"On:l ly have 

E> 

becom ~..,~ oo 1 ..; - I ' ve traveJ1 "~ to0 muc" - ..... mean I ' ve 
1 r' ~ n :f~ r .. t comnnmi ti - -~ o IInl1Y ciif.fP-rE?nt "" 1-

·' es "' .r me to t '1in' • "' yse1 f as a p~·~v 110 Coloured conlMPT'; _r. 

fl1nt n >out rear1 .; .., r out to people , tr r; 
t r y · nr: to nove a ... , ,... · us l · m communi t. o 
po · t··" 1 '1 '" ' occ: 1 t · t r Qc.J • ., 

Imam .,... i ~ •, · co ,.. • ., Jcxt to Does al anti an 
r ally oe n ' help t em move politicallJ 

( 

"\'C \. • • • • • • • ............. 
..,1 in ; :f r 

"'r-: c J le ' r>r 
see •••• 

• • • • • • • • • • J 

' •• , into a 
m to c: ee tl1e 
at the U " 

F . ' Yes , ut t .... t i s ns . uslims , not as ""!olo l·~c•'s l , 1 • move the us -
1' c to see a Golotlro '- 11 1 i - I (on 1 t tb ' 1 u~" i •"~ ren Jy t hink 
) r t-hemselves as t;olonrc hPV don ' t t '1i 1" · ,~ hen"' 1vpc: n"' anythine 
Ln" nuth •. r r · c,.,nf: ns :-~ "t,"' li nnd ' tls1 ' ns - -!:; i l :r.ccp1t 1y only as 
~Ius l:l ms 'N'lo ljve · ,, ... out, "'ricn . 

~ . F • ....,ut do tl1ev accept . "ricnn us 1 imc ~ s no ,,~ 1) 1 "m or don 1 t they s ce t11cm 
as •••• 

•. s dif£erent? 

J . F. .Ta . 

7 any more - I mc8n t' 1 i"' is one of' t"1e :1,.... " ~rements o£ the s"' r 1 gle 
tho "'St £our , r ·ve vna;rs - I mo~n ~otl n.. about seej• · -elc: on 

• ndc l a cador - 1 tink it 1 s incrcd ' ble , I mean a k~ , .... ir - a 
kaf'f'i..,.... heine; viva<l 1-L'- l thic: , "lr'\(

1 tlJC people al ec J ,) dth it 
,.,d tLeJ >roud and they all \'lant ,. ..; :rree - can you be 1 · ve it - I moan 

I S - it I S un - this lvOtlld have 'b ..,.1 unbelievable tCl. J C..trS ago • 

J."~<' . B'or the Colollrc<1 conunnni.ty? 

F . Yes , o;nd cert-.; n" y -"'or the Ius lim community as ,.;ell , ..,~, · think that 
.Iuslims arc r,.,,.· · a tsly not only - :t sec. uslims ' !"' 1 

· .., 1 or c:cnsc 
of' race ha"' ' )"" n ........ · n 1 ly a rel · 'l.S arro,n:ance nlso , , ' r. t is also 
tl e , I thi 11 , .. c•,aractc "'i ·ic o:f a )r · ty ct os - ·.nor..:. ·· tend to 
-=ee t",e .,e., .. ~ e,.... r..:. r t , 'majo,·jty- yec , t s quite a c:-l e 
heno cno - 1-:e c.'i ,...,... rP-nt - ,.,.e ,.. er , yo ,.., - ,.,. 1 ... not a P"'rt -f" lH' 

m8s~ , so t1er~ ' ~ nd also 1 n -.,1n' verv nuc1 of an arror,~n-
reli.eio'Yl - "'C ,...r In all thoc:e anelec: m ' .; t s nmazinr; tat U"'lims 

nve "'Ctttally c e to r ar landela ac: lflnder . 

J.F . ··hat <'oes t· at wor, "',.. · r mean to a ""tlS 1 i.n? 

,T • ' Doe n ' ' it - tbc or · in mean -f"i , ,.,.- nn< •••• 

F. o . 



T. F. . 

F • 

J .li'. 

I j ~ybe you meant a non~ u~ 1 ·~. 

'·o , ·.; :i!'< - T th'n · t ' i.e i.s some - I t~e.- ' 0n • t , 
tort ' o · n t!'::c> ., UAI"'C"' come i.n , but n , • ~~.; ~ ic: n 
oe tory scnc:e )r - ] n .. ·s ims c. '10t - ~ 
other ' o-r-e' , ' .;:f ~"r r?' h tt "'r>r i t 1e · •tsl.i.m mind 
to ka.ff'ir - Jor> ., " r ~ ,... the Vus i.ms. 

c:.o , _ .. ~-

~~.; __ in -1- lJC' a~-

tn t 1e.... .; "' n 
~~ never connected 

'.fuybe you co 1 • ·~in< o ~ sum up .,r ~ plli.ne me ' ww· 
of' the Cn 11 o ..... ...,..s lnm, ho1v many peL .. , is that? 

"11That 1 s the nak<"- UP 

F . L. "'O"'IT thut 1 s a vn-rn.· (' hurr sc:'n.o- q. c 0 ' l.>cc ... c ·:reCall ,... sl., 
a close or~: ~ - 'he Cull ~~"'lam is not 0!4 ~ -c ~ ~~ 

.~:'"bl:ic - H" r, r.eJ 1 , ,.,e rccrui ~ our nco) c cnrr>,... 111y ·,... bf' ~- " 
imprcc:sc· i+h you n,.,d i..,. thinl o you ac: n p,.,tl., 1 Col ,... ,.. Ts 1 n 
J .... e , t' :;:: "' ' 11 int .... v; "'iT f •••••••••••• 1 to ant ... 1 r Call "' <=lam 

po le · u..,t ')' heF~Y '"" ca<>unlmE>C'i"'"'""-I ' lJ sctupnv ... r c~sual 

1 · o "' t i p~ l", nncl there ' s a "'E"nc:e o " c sual thine"' "'ncrei~ (?: ~ 
<"'re c11eclcc. • .., , an<· .,_l'en n ~ter a :feu month~ rou co u1 , 'Je ta e u i-., 
one of' our "' tr ,...,ur""' ' n nrn lel 5 r,... ure - 11 c:ti 1 1 ot a .-,11 o .c-
Is'om nem',cr- :md t1l0n i " you kind ,.., ... a.··e · , · n<' ·, lOlo ·c ,.1ly 
'Ol .Lit n ,, ···it'1 us, t ' 1en you bPrO'" n Call,... ,... T s... 10mbE,... - and 

so 'c ave 1 ? .... .., berR in t :10 estc..,..T'l ,... ,..., n.., ' p ' o '~3 i. t' e Trnn"' 
vaal nne' a ha'"' '" 1 ·n ·- .. tal , ut .I ',.; ' · !;hi"' - tl e nemb<"rc:h · h<"lies 
ho'IT s t:::"on~ "'le ... ~ .... n:ly are , ecnus e the _._ :::' 1t' ; ,.. that t 1es c orP c ,mit ted 
nncl core octiv:.stc: - ..I mean poop c '1at a-"'"' · tc- c ear i eo1 O""i cally 
about ' "re "'v~=' '"'T." ""0 ' ncr and people t'1at '>nvc 11o m :-~ comrtitment to 
t'1rtl; - -' +- t s urJ -: 1 ~"' • c- t 1: mean a - ,-,n orr,-nnisn'- l 11 . 

tear 'j., VS o"' .. ,...~-'-i. r oroun lUec:'-iOP 1i'·c yoUr"' , b<CaU"'P it 
comcc: u1 VeT.'} :"J_ n , r-.Jrever ,,,.,., ~o be pr "'red ,.,.. · t loncr in-
trodtct~on , m rnolocctic i•troducti nar ., y- we be" ' nnine to looc nt 
as• or· ..,t0 r!'embcrc: '1in t 1a coul ,.., n i:-1 o ..., '10 thouc::--n ' , ' 'ecau• P ,.. have 
no 1 0' h' -'1at 'I e nre 1e moc::t "10"1 lar ·· ,sl ' Jn 'y in o , ... ,_. ..... r-' c , not 
t e rn" 'cc::t ·· s - h,~ t-he moc:t po nlnr ' uc ] i 1 lJo lv -· out 1 

• "'r'c· i"' tl,c ~ ..,, 1 o~ 5 n'Jl , and so ,._..e oo·,.. · nG into thnt .,..oblcm. 

,.ou ~ee, t~c proh1 n, or nnisi11e a minorit,.~ corrn1tmit'r · c: th3+..; 
t '10 "'a e wny so. ~" y r an is , e Gre<" coT'1!TllU1 · ty - you can 1 ... "'r-
P"anise peo .. le Ol' 1 'b· of' bei C' ~"ree· ... s, nnd eop e do thi"' - you 
have the 'ellcnic t,; u'b ,... ' 1t nrc they ""ro rec::sive Greeks , 
nrc they re..,ctioTl~ry ~"'rc' -tr Grec·~ , "'re the~ 1 rrible 
Crr> 1 s- so "'.rhat ha>r<:>nR is all they .rs ~n~lims '10ve orr; ··c:;, peo le 
... 1r ly, a.nd havr 'r-.•Vl" >e ple into their ore ic-ations jus 1 ~c" ,c:e they 
··11-1m , but the , ic: )"'"'Yo "lusl:imc: in out'' -"'rica ic litt rec1 ..rith or-

atrlc at ions tl1a ~, 1 0r bor 1 then dis in tP r ~ed , an, t 1erc ore tuo 
reasons for this - o~4 that peo~le that were lr~1m ~nto it were 
not idcoloc-ically l'omoeonL. s - .I mean you 1nve - you uslims who 
.-ore commi ttecl to t'1e non-rnci.o.li.s t creecJ , you '1ave apo i tical ius lims , 
von have renctionarv uf'lim"' - holiT can you eet al] of' t'1en · nto one or
gani<=ati.on - but be~nuso 1:-e are n minor · ty , you se0. , yon t i , at all 
o~ ~uc:t be one,.., ':?, it ' s - it ' s - it ' a mytl to thin~ ,., 11 
c-r ,... · .... ian<' beinc; o~e outh .:fric:o1 - il'l the saMe w y a 1 1c: 1 t q are 
n 1e , so ,.·,at t'1e Ca 11 o I clam 1as d01 ,., i i 'C '1m ~ ci ~ ,... ~ c;:; lf a 
I can ' t ·e t tJ" Fn'~'"'c' r>o"'· - t'1c - o bottom 1 • " , tho t t ' 10c rc our 

tom li es - i "' TO\ "lrC th . "' type 0 C er!" ' nn<l t lrtt I S :."150 importcnt 
........ llf' , n. typP o "' ~orson '"e ' rc loo' Ln for- 1:e oo for people that 
c :t nu~ 1 - ,,. 1 CH'l' in :fo:r pco,.1Le that can - t ' ") can c: ine - ,.,e 1 

, ine 
for eonlc thnt ore .rut'\ to be w·· .,' , "' r people - :for peo1 1 P .,•,o 
con ta''~ criticism, that cax1 cri ·~· !'on t11P-Msel.re - ,.,., 1 o>l::inc "'0 r .. e0-
... lf' that nrc open, Ol)Cll to nf' • · cos at t 10 same time , 1 ut; "'vC ookint; 
f' r peop1 e ,..,, o bel eve · n t 10 · 1 as t'1at "'ve hove. 



\. o 

e - cur i.< '"'o.c: on ecology, c r · d.eas on ·wul th , our i ens on ,.,omen 
espccia., 1v , our · 1 s on - 01 • e r-I'aith ,·or' , our ideas on t 1e lee-
i t i macy r'> t11e1"' ·"" -i tl1s - I r n tl1e r "' ' P no 'a)'"S t "'Jnt you can - tl1at 

" t eoi~ be .ember o "'the Ca 1 " s - am LU1d not accort tl e le it-
ICY or ot' 1er fait 1CI - so thec:e are r botto,..., ., inc-= - no,., t 1e net 

u!. It our bottom li ,...,("' re prE" v c-1 •arly d r rnm nl so m('l' ces t c Cal l o.r 
Isla "'MUC' l more e""' .... "'ctivo r t ' on , ccnuse if a11 ic::~nte I mean -
\'10 run 1inP a C' >' iu 0\'l 0£ -l , ullD sc.::;•w - abuse o:f \.,romcn at c:c lOOlS 
nou t ere ' s n0 :_c::c::ne a ' )out ,.,.·1et1er to tn, ~c t ' 1e issue or not , there ' c:: 
no debate - tl e i sue mu"" t be ta cen up , '1o·- are ,.,.e • to take it un . 

So ,.,.11 ·- o·1r member c:t nrc then :fe\\rer , t'1erP ar re::~tcr r oon f'o r on -
;1 rc"""ivf nnd an immediate , ... ,~ >o1c:e to r r oblc .. ts in tho community , and 

1 i .- ~cc.:>1u1ts :for our cr.fer. ven,.c as an orc;anisat:ion , our very smaJl-
1 .. 1S ~ • 

J . F . !hat ynar \vas Ca.l of Islam .founded? 

F . In tl c year the ill)' ,.,act launched , in 'n ~J_ . 

J . F . 

F • In 1 G 3 , yes • 

• F . And \\•hat is t ' v" ciacl of' national l""'lnine of the more :fnndo.mcnt; 

' . . 

J . ~- . 

.• uslinc:: - \vOLtld it be tO\'lards ./'J. v' iTOUld it be to>:ard"' ... c , ,.,.ou ... J. it 
be to\'lar c:: C , ,.-ould it be for n'"> ... 0li tics~ 

rho one is (? ~ iL' you CJ'l >loy the \'lord i'tmdo.mentalis t Ln the or linnry 
s cnse of' the ,.,or'l •••• 

Let me ~ay the conYcntional • • •• 

... 'he conve1 1al. usl·' ms •••• 

•••• ( ••••• • ••• ~ ~ .,...obat>ly say Jn , .1.. 1 ra Coloure , _ 
I ' m. us i-t , 0 ::._ • i'rom o ' b•:trc; and .[ 1 m. 'l"'l;m, no 

"rom t ' e Cape , 
1 ~ ffiOl.'e . 

F . L . '1at < e ends on the eeoe;rap ical area - 1 e t'Ic Co. e then t'10~r ,.,oul • 
be "n port inc; the • , C , but that is ber.· tl~ ... • "Y rc nr they ' rc ;-, part 
of' the comnumity , "nc' t 1e community cu 4 ort~ tl,·· . C , and I ' m 1n"' say-

tl is I mean N: a. crs on that s U.t port::: the C myc:: nl"" - I •. ; n : <''1"! 
j, 0 Cu · ve ol ""\rer \'lOUld notice' ..,"1:i::; -in t'1e ra.nsva..._l 1 i 
, ',ci.l ' ' 1 1 · ·11tly • · ""'crent - they , 1 , l '>c completely L li +i C"'ll -

• -r the/ ar..J :forced ~u up ... or.., 1 '! 1 a p( ,_.: 'cco..l party they ' -i 1 ·. co l~"'L rt 
u 1 ~ .... I.C , but not the .& C nee,.. ... ily . 

J . I:' • Finally just to come bacl· to the theme , is non- roc m nportant -
\..rhen you heard that I sa·i \\•a 1 ,o a., , . you que• ~ '15 about pol ' ... ,.. 

~n. 

and emp'1asis 011 non-r; . . sm r' you \'1' 10. t ,.,a ... .J.r reaction - ....,,J-an ~ -
do you thl.n'c ' t ' s uorth t.l;enJ.inu ., .>t o:f time n? 

,.<' . _ do so , becaus..,. · is so muc' 1 an a "" _ ~able our 
strll 1 (' - 110\' .. "on I t , ' I ' lave , in( or ,.,.,b; v-alent '"'ct. 1 ,s about 
the ..,l.J thi.ng - on the one hand .it scorned .. o !.,..) such a n ... ural , "'uch 
on acceptable tl in · n our strup-,o: c - ...... mean ~ ,. at the \..r::ry pr 1 P. 

respond to :· .,~ - .L Mean can. 1 ; .mar;ine ~ .. ,, · .:rrilaancr 1 1 ~ 
carrie so l 1 i .C'.,...-'..: ,•1 - c::• ouldcr- 11 ' ' t at t ' •( c-,,,C'r"1 of OJ1 l rc ~J.~r;..llo. , 
an ....... i ·ao.:nc> r ~"-hau •as a nc•tber .,;: .,he ::-J'"'"' ·o..,, , ~,d ae;ain I mean oll 
of' ' · is ' : .., c>s ' the tremcndo• s cap .. ,.. .l t 1at 11 hlac,{. people of 
Sout'L ... !'ri.c0 l'U've ::or - "'or whatever ; s · , 1 1 . 



r ·~· •d to go i.n to 
, ' > ut l. don r t 

,.. , maeogues .i.n 
o , t 1at 1ve h ave 
en if Ii tler 

"'oc·' cty , this 

o nt u level- at a v~ ai 1c leve , there Ls ~nrlly nn 
the ,.,hole c ebute of 10 1-rucialism nncl ~w on a."1d =o f'or 
think that one C' ' o ,1 al.E o un<.lcr- es tim.,te the a · · l · t) 
the conunm · ... ~~ to ~... caJ to t 10 very as e t'1 ' n in 1 co ... 
been O..__t~resscc by t 1 1C ,., .: tes ccause w·e arc blac<: - I 
coul, U"'C' ' 1 ' c: so e "' c~tively in sucl a sory11i sticnte 
apneal. tor~ , .· , snc1 a 11-,ist ' cate ' society, 1 or 'l.C more potcT' 

an c=sentinlly s re r"' r .,.. L 10 a b use ,.,.. :.he conce ... t _,.. ""CO in 
H1l =ocie -.~ , • · c' l"'r~c )f....... of ..... outh ~ ..-.,... · 

... otent i nl ' " ere , yo1 , but bccau~ .: 
ev ' "ent , i~ ; not em.._ ' , ,.. 1 1 one ton(S vO 
it ' s qncc- ··· 0·1 ti1ut on .... c '11 i.enorc , rm<l I 
the inadeqL<~ cics i n the wny con -ross ooh s 

-· "' , so I t ink tl a 
otc1ti n it ic no 

ir;norcs 1-. c pot en tinl t ' tut t wre j s - I t ' l ' , con rrreS<" 

ts one o:r 
h ; , ;: conr;r css 
"' too al e>n 

n j I1 what i vi en t • 10 moJ>tcn t , and c ocs .,ot t",~ 
_, 

coenisance \,ii V Ll 

of' - o ,.. '10' people conl, 1)0 srn.ycd . 

I moun I really tl'lin" t 1at in an election, nn 0 or '1 ·in dlich say , 
if' tl C has t1w f' 1din"' tlwt t 10 .. '"' v ... , I tl•in' · t level ... AC 
rhct .,.. · ,.. "\vould be f'ar attract · vc to man~,. '1lacl' .._1coplc tltnn t 1.0 
rhct .... o" t C - t c land i"' our"' , ;vc 1. our · und back and - an 
alon es t ' 1c .t~ C an· "''""Yc: t 1C't t • c ln."' 1 r;s to all - _,.. r unately 
of course , lc ... _c oe ... n 1 t '1.uve thnt · in o" " rnc:tructnrc , i doesn ' t 
huve t ' 1: 1 ' 1 • o_,.. or[.Ul1i"'~ n. 1 skills , bu ... i ... is much morL.. poli t-
ical • .icat·· on or 0re· t · onnl pra 1at · s nnd sk · ~ l<=~ tl at we 
,.,ould .. :lC st;ru:.:;crle , ru ... ' .... r t 1an i:l a rimp c areument ct,-!cen t'..ro 
pcopl<.. - ...: thinll" ,.,c ' 1 vc "t'lon the s true - 1..re 1avc ,.,on the 11corts o.f 

4 

ple because o.L our ab:i lity to orn-an.i..-:c ro.tl er thnn - tl~nn our r11Ctor-: <"'• 

Of' course the otl cr C'LlY"' 1. mc011 "\\'hen tlwv e·:1~ac -: 1 rhct;oY' i c t ' ley 'f' 1. -

iv r 1011"' _:'la.._ cr::: , VOll kr 1 this ,..,-hole ... ,... ..... '; ti011 -' the ...... .; ._tnd T vy 
Novcmcnt - I do· t ~ • 1ou · ,.., .rov lrnn ..... 'Y 1,-· 1 .,. about the 'tvny th r e n· duct 
their ... 1ubl:i.c me..._v ; •s - ... hey U( ~ · •r lot: , lone esc::ays ar 1 ' c:crt-
ation= , rna" vi• [;r~ w1CY deliver , yon c:cc , ,.1ic'1 ull - , .• 'c ;_~very, 

v r ~ horin._ " ,.., "'eo .. _), '1ut if' they nust learn cornmunicatior ' ' llc: , 
m~ •-; skill~ · d '"'O c I( so forth , I t'li 1k ... 1 cy have muc' l of' .., chance . 


