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BB ...various neople, I suppose 

actively in cultural life also 

politithians,4 I hope writers and some other People 

JF...ok, the way I've been starting with people in these interviewsis that 

I'm cuite interested in the b asic facts of where you were born and when 

and whet your family backgro und was like. 

BB Alright. Born 1939 in the south western part of the country, that is 

about150km from Capetown in a very small town called Bonnyvale,  Scottish 

word, probably called that because there used to be...they used to have 

a Scottish missionaries in that area. It's ouite near a town called Robertson. 

And then there's anothe r town there called Montagu, and there's another 

little place called Ma cpregor...so I assume these were named after the 

Scottish missionaries who were there at the time. I was born there, it's 

a very small towm i n a wine growing area,I grew up there, basically in 

the south western p art of the Cape Province,my parents moved around ouite 

a lot. My father was a small farmer. At one roint he owned his own farm. 

That didn't last long. He was not very successful at that...and like many 

other people of the lower middle class if you can call it that, among te 

Afrikaner whites, he changed jobs, end we changed residence (-mite a lot 

but always in the same area more or less. Then I ended up doing my 

secondary studthes at Wellington, which is a fairly vig town, still in 

that nert of the world, (mite near Canetown, (mite well #nown for its 

colleges and schools, then went to university in Capetown, the University 

of Capetown. Left the country at* at the beginning of 1960, and have 

been abroad ever since. 

JP: To g o to WW was already not* a very Afrikaans thing to do. What did 

y our p arents think of that? 

BB: Th ey didn't particularly object to that, so long ns I made a success 

qui 

of wh atever I was going to study -. It cameabout because I had been given 

a b ursary to go to University but to go and do a BA with languages, wit 

Afr 
Vckr ■ 

ikaans as my main subject probably 7\ I wanted to do fine arts. The 

bursary was to take me to Stellenbosch University where normal Afrikaans 

speaking youth should be going. But they weren'T teaching any fine arts 

so I went to Canetown where I tried to do both, thins at the same time. 

Fine arts during the day, and my BA at night. Of course it didn't work out. 
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JF: The way you were raised, your home and familt background, what 

...were you aware of...what kind of values did your parents have? 

what were there views of blacks, their views of English speakers? 

BB:I think I woild say that the family background, or atmosphere 

was ouite a tolerant one. You know of coinse that in the south west 

of the Cape at least, there's been a long history of coexisting, 

not with the black community so much, btt with the so called coloured 

community. Which of course is very much based on relationships of 
'0(44-11-- 

paternalismA. "ut there was noovert animosity to other ethnic groups 

that Is can remember. The English/Afrikaans auestion...again, in 

the Cane area, in the western province, or the Boerland to give it 

itd other name, it was not really an issue. For instance I've always 

gone to school with 40-60% English... Afrikaans speaking...and 

that never seemed to be much of a question. I don't know to what x 

extent my parents are typical in that, I think that there's a 

streak of rebelliousness in thex family.Which seems to expresst 

itself in many ways. It may be that my father was not very much in 

the mould ofthe normal Afrikaner of his age group. I remember for 

instance that he's certainly not a rabid Nationalist, a supporter 

of the Nationalist Party the way some of his friends were or 

people of hisage group were. 

JF: Was he UP or did he just not vote either way? 

BB: He in fact was UP.T -Te made quite a point of showing that he was 

UP at certain times. But I think that -twos more of a need to buck 

the establishment than anything else. 

JF: What generation...? 

BB: My father is now 85 years old, 

JF: But what generation South African... are they from way back..? 

BB: Oh, I see...it goes a long way back...as far as I know, though 

I've never made a noint of trying to find out these things...but te 

family name of Breytonbach first turns up in company records in 

1656 ...some fellow called Breytonbach who was a military man. 
er 

...probably a mercenary,, k some kind of hired soldierf from one of 

the Germanic countries. He was in the service of the Company at 

that time. For my mother's side, they ,  were called Clouties:, her 

father's name and that goes back a long way too. I know we were 

certainly not recent immigrants. In fact I think there was a lot of 

mixing going on...f92111& between people coming from various European tat, 
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countries but I think also suite a bit of mixing with the local pop—

ulation . Some members of the family throggh their nicknames can be 

seen to be ouite dark skinned.I have an uncle who is hery dark indeed. 

My eldest brother is very darkskinned too. And I think it's now an 

accepted fact that no so called white famil*, having been there for 

several generations...could not be mixed in some way or another with 

other people living in the country. particularly in the Cane. 

*kV 
139' 441  JF: So that book that's cauded all the trouble 	you'd think 

v e.Y. •  that's a bit of a silly controversy? 

BB:Of course...it(s ridiculous...it's like kicking in an open door.. 

JF: OK. What I'm interested in is why you left the country, what views 

y ou had than, what spurred you to go? 

BB: It's a bit tangled because some of the motives were fairly personal, 

more the need to find my feet as a writer and as an artist abroad than 

nolitical, but coming from Wellington which is a fairly enlightened 

provincial town, manjr, of the students came there from Canetown to 

secondary schbol there...it used tb be the custom for syudents to come 

and board, the schools were wuite well known...231f and so I was exnosed 

to city views more thah would have been the case otherwise. But stir. 

coming from Wellington and being dronned into a university environment 

where for the first time you actually go to class with neonle of other 

groups...Indians, so called clooureds,blask neople,going to class with 

them... 

JF: Where was that? 

BB: In Capetown, UCT, 1958/1959•••in fact it stopned in 1959••.that 

was suite an eye opener for me, because of course you socialise with 

people, you suddenly see their point of view, and the way they live, 

and you see a bit of reality through their eyes. which is suite a 

shock. And being interested in both writing and painting automatically 

brought me into contact with other neonle with similar interests in 

the Capetown area living in Capetown, many of them had been abroad, 

and that exposed me a bit broader view, say a wider European influence. 

And thesepeople were also suite close to political activists of the 

time . I don't know wha* it's like now, Ithink nerhaps to some extent 

it's still so, but at that time there was aclose imtermingling of 
writing worlds, and nolitical activist worlds..bacause so much of 
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the political activism was in fact journalism, New Age and other news 

papers of that kind, Fighttng Talk etc being piblished in that area. 

So I got to know and was exposed to strong radical views. Then came 

the period of - trying to segregate the universities, and like my 

fellow students, I becameinvolved in tryiltx demonstrations protesting 

this my social life nuite rapidly integrated people of all the different 

backgrounds. I remember for instance having a party in the house wheere 

I lived...1 lived together wit h some other students in a kind of a 

pad, which was later ealled a commune,and we'd have Parties which of 

course were open to all our frinds, and the police turning un and 

raiding the place, looking for mixed couples, at that time it wasAillegal 

to give alcohol to so called blacks,you could cbal offer a coloured 

friend a drink, but not a black friend. and I remember the police 

busting the apartment I was living in, trying to prove that Peter Clark, 

a black painter friend of mine, was who was surnosed to be coloured, to 

prove that he was not black, that he was coloured, thathe was allowed 

to have the glass of •ine we were having together. that type of thing. 
So I had 	brushes with the security police l as did everyone else at 
that time, of the people in t'- e milieu I was moving in. So I wouldn't 

say that nolitical causes made me leave SA. I was aware ...starting to 

become aware of some of the  nolifcral  implications, I knew what some 

of my friends were going through, but i was not very politicised to 

the extent of belonging to any pm - organisation or any narty. And I 

think I should say I left more for nersonal reasons, to get a 

larger view, withAhe intention of coming back after a year or so. 

I never thought I'd be away...you know I'd liliterally dropped out 

of university, worked for 6 months to get ehough money to nay for my 

boat fare, pack my rucktaek andleft. 

JP: Alot of the people I interviewed in SA mentioned names of the 

neonle who affected them, were there any neorle...you mantinned 

publications, so I can figure who thatwould be, but were there any 

you specifically met who had some influence on you? 

BB: At that time? Yes.I woud say that some were Blase friends of 

mine, some who ended up in nrison later on, like Narius Schoon, 

who ended up with a long 12 year streteh...there was... 2 black 

writers, one called Richard Rieff, another one ca - lass well known, 

called Kennny Parker who *as exiled and has been working for the 

liberation movement abroad ever since. There were older writers, 

neople like 	wh's an elderly Afrikans poet who snent 
tA.A., wow 

 - many years abroad, particularly the Civil waryears in Snain... 
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X...on the side of the Republican forces. He wrote a fine book about ht 

23,  experiences, and I think that affected me a lot. Someone like 	 

who is a senior writer, who had also spent many years abroad, Ronald 

Segal who I didn't knoc!w very well but who 	met a few times, who also 

left the country not long after that. There mus t be (-mite a few reonle 

like that... 

JF: Is Marius about your age? 

BB.: Yes, he must be about 2 years older than I am. 

JF: Was he also at UCTR? 

BB: No he went to Stellenbosch, but at that time he was living in Cane 

town, and we shared ...we were living in t he same place... 

JF: Did you, just in a kind of general way, did you see him moving in a 

direction you disagreed with, or didn't feel was right for you,...surely 

even at that stage he...must have been nuite.. 

BF:...he was, yes... 

JF: was he in the Congress of Democrats or was he a bit young for that? 

BM: I don't know if he was in the Congree. I knoe he was far more actively 

political than I was at thattime. But looked at from outside it looked 

a bit messy, and many people were a bit skeptical. In fact many neople 

•  I remember were nuite wary of Marius. people like X Jack Cope , whose 

writings you may know, and others living in Clifton, which used ti be the 

area where writers lived then, or some of the writers lived. People like 

) )Ingrid 	and others. They were nute susnicious of Marius, because 
cooirm"k " 

he was so obviousljrx trying to make a point, as it were radically, that 

people thought...you know thereez always this trmendous skepticism in 

the se liberal milieus, everyone's looking on every one else as a notential 

spy .or as an actual spy, ar as an infiltrator. this was a time , as you 

may know, of a lot of spying on the camnuses, the police infiltrating 

the various student organisations and so on. I remember a lot of people 

were not taking Marius very seriuusly . they thiught he was nrotesting 

too much as it •ere, to,be genuine, but I wouldn't say I was disapnroving 

of the dirction he was going.I was perhaps disannroving off the way he 

was going about it. In my event Ix- was very young. I'm talking about 

18-19, an d it's very difficult to put myself back in that position... 

abc, 
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JF: So you were how old when you left in 60? 

DB: 19. 

JF: and in abrief way what happened...you went over7eas...to... 

7 A9 C\  BB: travelling 2th class on a Portugese boat, or travelling kaffir(?) 

class, arriving in Lisbon with 25 English nounds, and with no return 

ticket, and quite naive, thinking that I could find my way around Europe 

ouite easily, and of course it turned out to be far more difficult. 

and then I drifted around Eureone for 2 or 3 years before fibally settling 

down in Paris. 

.JF: And was it then, immediately that you me# your wife? 

BB: I met my wiEein Faris end of 1963, we were married. in 1964. 

Jf Was it meeting her that made you decide you couldn't go back...you 

sad you planned to go back....what happened? 

BB: I planned to go back...we111..first I was not very rapidly in a 

position to work up enough money to go back even if I wanted to..but I 

also...it turned out to be much more difficuljr...I wasn't going to go 

back on a defeat as it were, not having done..because I thOught I want 

at least to get some painting, do some writing in Europe, and all I was 

doing was just surviving. that was part of it. another part of it was 

that quite soon after my arriving in Europw, there were the Sharneville 

massacres in SA and I remember distinctly crossing the channel from Paris 

to London, just to be ableto understand what was going on because I 

didn't understand any French at the time an I realised something big had 

blown up in the countyy and I was comnletely out of toudh, awl IXRKNINVAM 

want to know...and this is terrible...and m, ,rny of the people 

I knew were being arrested and so on, andof course and that event was 

like a kindof shock wave for me too...it went nrobably crystallised many 

thingdm-for me then seeing the country from a long way away, and seeing 

it perhaps also clearly for the fOrdt time. And automatically finding 

myself as astranger abroad, a foreigner, not knowing anybody, I was 

gravitating to other young South Africans in similar situations. Many 

of them were political exiles, and many of them were also working in 

some form or other with the liberation movements, anti apartheid 

organisations, or directly with the ANC. So that ouite soom, I wasin 

fact auite soon having regular contacts, and becoming friends with 

black SA exiles, abroad. So the question of returning to 	was just 

receding. Once I married my wife there was no auestion of that then. 
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BB: Although even then I think...it's difficult now again going back... 

what was going on in one's mind...did I really think I was going to be 

away forever...or did I think things were going to clear up in a year 

or two's time?or did I think I dould go back and be of some use insidethe 

country..all these-things must have gone through my mind. it was more 

a nragmatic thing...living from day to day turned into weeks and months 

and then years andI was still there. 

SF: I'm just wondering...as I'm looking at the role of whites, did y ou 

have a sense mix...when you were inside the country, did it change when 

you were outside the country, about the role of whites...I mean did yqw 

feel when you were there that it was good for you to go and that there 

wasn't much point doing things there, or did you see people doing things 

who were white...I'm wondering about the feeling of you as a white South 

African, perhaps even as an Afrikans white S,African, what it was like 

then, when you left, and how that changed. 

BB: Yes. well, of course, the late 50's and the early 60's was a period 

of the huge mass demonstrations by the African neople in the country. 

I think that even then I must have known that the whites involved in 

political actions for change in SA were very much in a sunportive role 

to the black organisationsor to the black people. The leadershin was very 

clearly in the hands of the black neonle.The whitem neople were involved 

I think I sensed at that time, I don't now want to put too much of a 

hindsight view on it but, I think I must have sensed± that the white 

people involved were involved for ideological reasons. They were people 

...I sensed that there was a strong ideological committment, and the 

ideology was interesting to me. inx other words it was very much 

on a level of theory and arguing about theory, Marxism, bocialism, all 

t he other theories were being debated. It was either like that or it 
1(20,N-3 

could be confined to a more snecific  reile  like what could a whitwriter 

for- instance do in such a set up. As a young Afrikans writer, very much 

in rebellion from the beginning against my own confreres, my colleagues, 

my fellow writers, against the Afrikaner establishment...that was 

a thread that was nresent from the beginning and has gone on ever since. 

And a lot of my rebelliousmess against the Afrikaner writing establishment 

was f or ethical or moral reasons, that the Afrikans writing establishment 

cannot be separated from the general Afrikaaaner establishment...in fact 

they prop up the Afrikans power strusture. And that a writer's role ought 

to be to see the political imnlications of the situation in the country 

and define himself vis a vis that situation, a . 
 nd fight the establishment 

in the name of justice, greater cosciousnes 7\etc. for me there was... 
c‘f-ezw 
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...a kind of instinctive marrying a la Sartre or a la Camus, if you want 

to call it that, between the writing and the political Implications of 

t he writing. But I donFt think that at any time I considered this to 

be definitive. or that this wotld be decisive, in that this would change 

the country. the change was not going to come from the whites. The whittes 

the white establishment, the white parties, I think fairly early on 

for me became the forces preventing this from taking place, a kind of 

damper on the situation, and this had to be done away with, either transformed, 

this was an attempted realistic anproach, to the situation, or removed, 

dismantled in some way or anIther. but I don't think I ever thought the 

whites could takethe lead or even nlay a decisive role in the necessary 

changes. 

JF: And so did that view chanFe? I mean, take me to the point where you 

returned to thea country...what hapnened? first of all fill me in on 

what happened during thise years...what you did in those years, chronologically.. 

...but again...thinking... 

BB:I thinkthat one could go fairly rapidly over those years...on the one 

hand there's my private situation, where being married to a woman who 

by their laws is not considered to be a Euronean, a white nerson, in 

ot her words my marriage was illegal, in fact at that timethey amended 

the law to make mixed marriages illegal...the y must have had my case 

in mind...it became illegal to be married to someone of another ethnic 

groun outside the country. ,o there was that, of course. There was my 

activity as a writer, because from 1964 onwards I started publishing 

,sai  in SA in Afrikaans, working quite closely with a gro• ,  of young Afrikans 
c.oxv 

 ‘?C 	
_1  -7  vl() 	 7 1  writers called the  .Scii4ilt:49-"''  at that time...neople like Jan  	/•ty- 

i> 	 Se "‘" 
->  and Andre Brink, Eddie Lerue and others and I remember we had big arguments 

A 
running through a magazine called  .q191 -0 -'  too, in which I pushed 
the line that writers ought to become far more involved nolitically, 

there is no such thing as non-nolitical writing. And costantly trying 

to talk, to nut forward the actual situation in the country, but we'll 

come back to that in a little while. I see what we were doing in that 

t ime in a slightly different light...i think it was a lot of dust and 

not very much contents, butwe'll talk about that...so on the other side 

in Europe itself, I was becoming more deeply involved through my friend 

ships with SA exiles. with anti apartheid groups, and to a lesser extent 

with the liberation movement, the ANC itself. So there you can see my 

development, if you can call it that, lam or progress. Now when I returned 

to the country then in 1973 for the first time, we had come back to these 

regions twice before that. I had been down to Tanzania for a UNESCO 

conference, and we'd also been to Swaziland and Mozambioue where myparents 

— Sel%- 
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BB:...where my par2nts came to vidit us. But we couldn't get =xi= 
into the country. .hey woukdn't let my wifc have a visa. And in 1973 
I was told , although we hadn't apnlied then for a visa, but my case 
was continually coming up in t he newspapers, because of my writing 
activities basivally....and this love/hate relationship with the 
Afrikaner neonle, being appreciated as a writer, and being rejected 
entirely for both my private life and my -political views and my 
political activities. 

By that-  time I was already quite clearly branded by the security 
neonle as a subversive element...froM time to time little articles 
obviously inspired by them wogld surface trying to brand me as a 
Commtnist for instance... 

At any event in 1,973 I wasi informed by my family that if I wanted 
to come back to the country for a visit, now was the time to apply. 
And so we did, I was made to understand that I was not to indulge in 
any nolitical activitiea, not to make any nolitical statements,there 
was no formal agreement along these lines, but I suppose my family 
who were very keen to see me, must have given them a promise of 
some kind. 

Then we came, my wife and I,went to South Africa, spent 3 months. 
I took part in a symposium ati -  the UTC  , a summer school, which 
was in fact a review od'the 60's, what had hannened. had it had any 
effect, etc. It turned out to be a very nolitical statement, which 
I was very much attacked for. 

All of these exneriences were described in a book called "The 
season in Paradise" which has since appeared in various countries. 
And I got pulled in by the securikr police in Kimberley, for visiting 
Robert Slibukwex wcbthout having a permit to be in a black township. 

I went to see him with S onny Leon who at that time was the leader 
of the Labour Party and thhn T—was pulled in again, not by the 
Security nolice, but this time by the' Bureau of State Security, 
they got me to come to a hotel inX Paaa, which is ouite near to where 
my parents live in Bellington, and grilled me for a few hours. 

Very nicely...there were photos of atrocities committed by the 
Liberation forces here in Zimbabwe, or Rhodesia= as it,was at the 
time. The kind of naternalistic apnroach..you know...you don't 
re alise what jrou're up to, you don't know what you're doing. 
You're giving guns to those black bastards who are going to kill 
our wives and our kids. 

Once they've used you they'll just discard you...which is an argument 
often used by people like that . Which I think is in fact wuite an 
interesting argument...t he whites ... 

4.36, 
(eAA 	s Ltke o ,&12) 
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JF: Thaties an interesting argument... 

BB: I t hink it's an interesting argument because it touches of 
course in a fairly raw nerve. I thinlg that many whites involved 
in...well, let's call it the struggle for liberation ...it's a cliche 
because it covers a very large area ...they must subcosciously have 
the feeling Of irrelevance, so I can imagine if people comeat you with 
the argument...well, y ou're just being used, that you'll be chucked 
aside once you've served a purpose, probably touches an echo somewlyre, 
it 's something you have to atm -  make clear for yourself... 

Anyway, in 1973 when we were in tthe country you must takeinto 
account that,I'd then been living in Europe with little odd trips 
to Africa, I Il also been to N. Africa, for 13 years and of course 
b* them I wa§ quite influenced, apart from the open...the running 
sore of my SouthAfricaness,44 having to define myself sonstantly for 
myself....how do I relate to the country, where do I situate myself, 
what do I do...whe re do I come from, where do i belong etc... 

A kind of continual search dor roots and for relevancy...but apart 
from that, there's also the European side of it I'd lived through 
the student unrising of 1968 and I'd become I'd say probably very 
radical in my political views. So that my opinions and my views 
on SA grew from both my own personal background, my youth, and 
my contacts with S Africans abroad and inside the country. 

But also to a large extent from a general overlapping theoretical 
training as it were , auto didactic but training still in the 
Eironean context. 

JF: left...? 
-01 omAda So 

BB: Left..yes./..and there was also the Vietnam war going on. 
All of t hese things were happening at the time and one was very 
much aware of the international implications of these wars. I 
remember saying that after Vietnam the shift mustn't be ti Southern 
Africa ...there were wars going on..or beginningsof liberation wars 
here in Portugese colonies , and we thought it would only be a matter 
of time. So there was a tremendous elan of resistance and revolution 
as it were. 

JF: Now was it teaming back after the exnerience in SA that made you 
feel you had to do something, that nromnted the whole Okhela... 

BB: No, in fact I was already involved in Okhela activities, before 
coming here in 1973. That musft have ...my involvement with the 
liberation moverpent, or with sectors of the ANC, goes back to the 
late 60's and in the early 70's it was concretised, it XR2 became 
concrete in the frirmation of various undergrou nd cells •hich I was 
involved, so when I came in 1973 it was also with a mtssion of trying 
to see what could be done here... 
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BB:...in the country, already then. 

JF: Are you saying you worked from outside thee country with cells 
inside the country, bavk in the 70's? 

BB: No, it wasn't so much th 
outside the country which 144 
whites, or radical white groups 
kind of support...it's a little 
horse... 

as rather forming supnort grouns 
be in a nosition to supnort active 
in this country who•ould need thid 
b - it nutting the cart before the 

We were involved in forming the sunnort grouns bef ore the need for 
t he sunport grouns had been expressed. They'd bees expressed by 
sectors within the ANC but we were forming a network that could help 
sustain this resistance in this country, before this white resisance 
had asked for anything like this jro come about. 

JF: Are you saying with hindsight that it was premature? that you 
should have waited for a mandate? 

BB: Yes, but you do what you can do and what you have toi do where 
you are at that nnrticular time. I would have said yes, if I'd lived 
in the country, yes, if  had then lived inside SA with something 
like that banpening outside I would have said no, you're being stupid. 
You're rushing the gun as it were, 

It's a complex matter, because when you start putting together an 
organisation of that kin0 it takes on a life of it ipe on. And the 
whole nuestion of where the impulse should come from 0‘/..om outside 
as it were, trying to sussitalbe some kind of imnulse from inside tie 
country, or responding to demands comimg from within, knowing that 
the people have to be very c•reful, afnE probally quitetjmid , and 
that you are probably more radical outside that they (W&inside. 
A6 .1e4 	moiv,i 	(at- oittN-e 	ret&ceA 	%,,t4`);ct1/4-4 	'ioNS4c1 	. 
It's a delicate matter. That's one of the easons I came back in 
1975, because I felt with the other R *it South Africans with whom 
I was working outside that we had no mandate. And so we could not 
pretend to exist with any real purpose outside unless we had something 
happening inside this country, unless we knew what the peonle inside 
this country really wanted. 

Now to know what these people inside really wanted, one had to go 
inside and talk to these various people, and nerhans nudge them... 
...and I felt strongly for that...to nudge them into organising them 
selves, into taking the situation more in hand. In other words, 
baking the sten between, the sten from what was at that time 
very mu eh radical student activism, but of a liberal kind, that is 
protesting , demonstrating etc, not necessarily involved in hard 
underground political activity, in sunnort of the liberntion 
movement. There had been some attempts in that direction, narticularly 
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...by the African resistance movemen t of course, of the early 60'S. 
But to my knowledge, apart from perhaps some underground activists 
from the SA Communist Party, there was not very much haprening then. 

JF: I'd like to back track a bijr...I'm confused about a couple of 
things ...when you say sectors of the ANC what do you mean by that? 

BB: Yeh..well...I was never myself formally a member of the ANC and' 
...this is now looking at it with hindsight. In t - s early 70'S 
considered myself to be very left, radical, Communist, but not in 
agre-ment with the SA communist party which I considered to be pro 
Soviet, Stalinist, and I found myself in a very critical position, 
theoretically at least, to the Communist Party, but from the left, 
a Left criticism as it were. Again i must return to the period of -re 
the late 60's and early 70's in europe. The May uprising in Paris 
for instance, the influence of Trotskyism and Maoism, and variuos 
other spontaneous forms of Marxism- or Anarchism for that matter. 

So t here were other people in the ANC who felt similarly, who were 
very Left, but were not members of the SA Communist Party. And who 
had contaated me...like who? 

JP: Whites ofv blacks? 

BB: Blacks..no whites that I know of...there may have been, I don't 
know, not that I knowof. 

JF:And they'd contadted you? 

BB: And they had contacted me...we had been working together in cbther 
fields, anti auFgeid activity, but they'd contacted me and throuth 
an undergroundA4ganisation basedmin Paris we started working together 
and I was verym much aware that they didn't want, for security 
re asons, and also for political reasons, they didn't want the ANC 
as such to know about this work that I was involved in. That's why 
I talk of sectors in the ANC. At that point there were ..it was 
normal for any organisation as old and as kikg big as the ANC...there 
were variuos factions, perhaps factions is not the right word to use.. 
but there were differences of opinion...there was some people who 
were mcbre notionalfost...black nationalist, there were some people who 
were old hard line Marxist, some were perhaps more Chinese inclined, 
the se were differences of opinion and sometimes they came to the 
surface, sometimes with fairly importantMresults...being excluded 
from the ANC for instance. 

o I sensed that I was working with people •ho wanted to build un 
an alternative tawithin the ANC to the control they thought the SA 
Comgmaist Party was exerting at least in certain fields, in the ANC. 
That's why I say sectors, and not the ANC as a whole. 

JF: And just tell me again, because it seems very different from 
y our views initially, that whitelhad a certain very small role, 
that it could only be supportive and it was very limiting... I 
mean, did you change? did you come to think that whites could have 
more of a role? Just tell me, what was Okhela about in terms of what 
was it trying to do for whites? 

49- 
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BB: OK...what had happened in the me antIme...if y ou t hink of 
Okhela and you think of it as an idea, it's an idea which would be 
the product Of whit e exneriences, aand the whites involve d would 
be very often of student background. 

and one of the decisive things that happened in the meantime was 
of course the importamce of black consclousness, in the country 
particularly. The breakup of the National Union of SA st .VNIAR4 

 at tiat stage...for instance in 1973 -70, I was one of theAMCe-1  
President s of the Nat. Union of students, and the black students 
had btoken away and formed their own organisation, SASO. 

One of the reactions coming from whites which I thought was a very 
healthy one, was again to look, at themselves 	what role do we 
play, if we're beingr rejected...if the blacks tell us that we 
can't move together, we can't wort together in the same organisation 
because ...just in terms of clas^ analysis we come from such different 
backgrounds that we cannot possibly identify constructively enough 
with one another to work together purposefully, then where do we 
fit in? 

I think there was a kind of a germinating idea then that the whites 
nend to be liberated also. from wifain as it were. But timmx 
y ou have tot take into account that y ou have to probably work 
within yj our own en,vironment. To do so effectively you have to do 
your work for change,for liberation, for transformation, as a whit 
within your own background. By stenning out of your own background, 
and joining up with a nredominantly black organisation, you lose 
relevance within your own commun ity...and therefore the nossIbility 
of transforming it from within or strengthening the forces for 
change from within. And you do not really get accented enough by 
the black community for whom you're trying to work, because you're 
still a white, however radical you may be, or you ma3r identify with 
the cause. 

a,3 -SI  It was akind of a 	 as we say in French, a  
realisation of failure, that man y of our non racist, anti racist 
ideas were based mx more on idealism than on reality itself. TJe weren't 
really able to ftnctionally live out these ideals, even at a level 
of the morgantsations we were involved in. I think this is something 
we sensed at that time, which is again a healthy thing, because I 
think it moved, or it starte d to move the •hite cosciousness about 
change...away from liberalism or charitable support, or naternalism, 
to a closer look at their own condition as whites within a community. 
And perhaps a more realistic annraisal of what they can nossibly 

. do and what they cran't do. 

The ultimate aim still remained the same.7e 	were •orking for 
the same goal, for a unitary state, working for a country which will 
be free, which will have majority rule. But it was tactically realised 
that we perhans had to do so in our own ways.That I think is broadly 
sneaking, the idea, the earth from which an idea like Okhela mmmr. 
could have grown. 	 - al 
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XXI JF: And how that fit with the ANC2 

BB: Not very well, I think in that...I wy be giving a one sided 
interpretation of what the ANC felt about these matters, but at least 
in practice the ANC had integrated its white members completely, 
through the party mostly...I don't know off hand of any white ANC 
members who were not aso Party members. But the Party had always 
been an integrated structure, the Party never made ...although I'm 
sure the Party also said that these whites must also work within their 
own community...as much as possble, but structurally, in terms of 
organisation, thelg were integrated groups. 

.11164e 4•1- EANA 
JP: Although on the ground, A say in the O's there was the Congress 
of Democrats, and now there are separate groups *.  resurfacing, so one 
might have said that outside the country was a bit different from 
inside...so in any ease you weren't working with a mandate from the 
ANC as organisationally...? 

BB: no, I was not, but I was always working under close control of 
people who were themselves office bearers of the ANC. The ANC, again 
is a vast orgahisation...to pin it down and say...is this a mandate 
or not...sometimes rerhaps I was internreting beyond reason . 

JF: So your idea in going back ...was this just a kind of getting 
in touch with people, to sneak to whites and say...look it's time 
to move and we've got a way to heln you move...? 

BB*11; No, it was already more advanced than that. -.Te had already 
been in touch with some people, some people from inside had been 
out and spent i:11:ime with us, KIR- we'd given them some facilities 

aft 	. for picking up 	in underground political activity and they went 
back with those technioues and we also had other people for Okhela 
who'd gone into the country and co me out again. 

So my visit to the country •as no longer just an initial sort of 
scouting. It wa building on something we already had going. But 
trying to build it now to•ards a fairly coherent structure. 

JP: And then, so what hapnened? Can you speak abott the experienue 
inside as you look at it now? How did you go about it? Do you feel 
like it was unfortunate that you got caught? that y ou even did it? 
do you have regrets? why do you think you were cayght? 

BB: Nell, why do I think I was caught? that's another story altogether. 
I prefer to look at it now, if you like...was it worth it? and I leave 
aside now the extent to which my going about it was or could have been 
mistaken, what I did was dangerous both to myself and to other neonle. 
Leaping all that aside, not because it's not imnortant, but I don'T 
want to talk about that now, whether such an attempt as that per se 
should have been undertaken at that time. 
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BB: I don't regret it at all. That's a matter of rrinciple, I don't 
regret anything that's hanpened in the nast...looking back on it, 
some of it, it could have been done better, there's no doubt  aboutaeq,k 
that. 'the original reasons for doing so were correct, and I thinkA 
the failure or the apparent failure, it le ft some traces and it 
was part of a developing history of struggYe in the country and that 
rlayed a small role RiX2 also. No I don't think it was a bad thing 
to do. I still feel t hat despite the obvious problems or difficulties 
I still feel that it is important for a white , and even a white 
writer to come to terms with t hese contradictiond, with the need 
to be involved... 

I'm not saying that the choices I made are necessarily...I would not 
prescribe them...to other neople, but I would certainly prescribe 
or demand the hard look that one should have at yourself and that you 
should push yourself , going beyond the verbal protesting or just 
liuing as a maggot as it were off the rotteness of the society, which 
is what one normally does when you are a writer. 

I think the situation is far too important, far too serious, for 
writers not to be inv olved politically' Now what form that involvement 
talces, now that is another area of debate. Put that's always been 
a c onstant attitude as far as I'm concerned, and I always keep 
returning to that in many different ways, again and again, and I 
keep on attacking my fellow writers for the same reason. And when 
I assess the importance of writing 	Wbountry for instance, 
the importance of white writing, and Afrikaans writing in particular, 
it's always through those eyes, thrOugh those views that I evaluate 
them. 

That for me remains valid. Ihe second thing that remains valid is 
the white people in the country need to come to an understanding of 
what they can d o as whites within the setun. Dronning out as a white 
is not a solution. I don't think so. There are certain things which 
they can do, because they're whites, there are certain privileges 
they have, there are certain means of struggle at there disposal which 
other people do not have for instance. They have access to certain 
organisations, to certain forms of power even, through writing again, 
a very good examrle...there are certain means of pressure which thy/ . 

 can use as whites which other reorle cannot use. 

I think this should be taken into account when one talks about the 
role that the whites can nlay. And that...in other words I'm defining 
the specificity of the white as a white within the political setup. 
of the country where the whites are the masters, the rulers, the 
opnressors. And what do you do then as a white if you are in 
disagreement? I think that is a constant need Ehich needs redfinition 
again and again and which constantly changes. Because you've just 
rointed out one of the ctianges now. In the early 60'S there was 
this idea of being organised separately, the Congress of Democrats 
and others...and there was a neriod when one seemed to integrate 
entirely, and now it would seem to come up in different organisations 
so it would seem to change all the time. 
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BB: But there's a third realisation. If I may continue with that 
now, that's important t o me now. And that's that the white in a m 
country is a nermanent fixture of the landscape. He doesn't have 
to ask anybody's permission to become involved in the revolutionary 
struggle. And it some ways he cannot be told what he should and 
shouldn't be doing, by a black revolutionary, even if the black 
represente an organisationary which is obviously the majority ?  
is the major organisation in the country. 

In other words, I think that a white now. is no longer involved 
in the struggle from a backgrounft of guilt or atonement, or 
compensation, but fully, comnletely so, as a S African ana as a 
white African. I think it's a form of liberation in some small way, 
again, the early seventies -- ideas like OkbMa tS) and of course 041ela 
was not the only one -- thare were other people in other forms of 
organisations doing similiar things -- helped bring about . I think 
it's imnortant that: a kind of freeing of the White consciousness. 
You ca.n talk as equal because you are there aas an =Jai equal, you're 
there fully so. 

JP: Would that mean that y ou felt a lot closer to black consciousness 
as a pholosophy, particularly as articulated by peonle like Biko, than 
you did to the ANC? 

BB: Wel 9 , I've alwad-Fr been critical of the ANC, but then that's Part or 
my own nature , because of what I thought was a lack of real activ2y 
inside the country. Remember that I'd been involved in anti—anartheid 
activity abroad for many years, helpi4g the Arc in many ways, and. 
I know that in many instances from public nlatforms or at conferences 
and seminars, I snoke out and made claim* for the ANC which I patettly 
knew were not true, you know, hinting at extentive networks in the 
country and that things were going to start happening soon soon, and 
I knew very well in my own mind that things were not going to start 
hanpening soon soon. One of tha reasson s I became involved with 
Okhela was because it was taking things a step further, It was getting 
down to doing something at last. I was sick and tired of being an 
exile and holding a line and becomes part0 of an establishment which 
thrivds on being in exile too, part of an establishment, which in 
exiles, starts playing international politics, you know, third worlbam, 
the Yietnam War, all the rest of it, supporting the Soviet Invasion 
of Prague or Budanest -- hewing your political line to rower bloc 
politics, things like that, which my line was ma always, "Let's get 
back down to South Africa, let's have our actions -- let it be defined 
by the South African reality, let uw develop our own indiginous 
socialist thinking, for instance. 

Letts not narachute it frtm without, but let's do it from within, sp 
get back on to the ground. Of course then, in that context, something 
alike Black Counsciousness, although I would say that something like 
Black nationalism as such, would be as abhorrent to me as White nationalism 
as such, at least these neonle were active, they were on the ground, 
they were working from within, they were right there. 
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They were protesting. At that time Black Conscitaasness groups seemed 
to be fa r more active than the ANC people. This is not an external 
mission directing things to be happening inside the country, these 
were people on the ground itself. I think their radicalism attracted 
me also. It was a freeing, as it were, which to my mind, waa Important, 
it waa a freeirig from White tutelage, which is important. After all 
you must remember that the breaking line within the ANC has xtripam always 
been that one, the Black nationalist breaking away from the ANC, as 
happened during the time of the PAC breaking away because of rejecting 
White control of white thinking control. 

To that extent I supaorted it entirely. I would not say, though, that 
I did not have my arguments, and I knew that the ANC mrop people, some 
of them were very worried about what was happening because it was ffmething 
which was escaring from their control. But I thought it was a healthy 
threat, I thought it was a healthy development. 

JF: Can I ask you if you can deal with some of the mtri critieues e 
of the points you have been making. I'm just thinking that when you 
say there was'nt that much hapeening in the same year that you had 
your experience, there were people .... 

.—DUr.a 
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perhaps people like they would say, look, you have to work within 
a framework, within a structure and the ANC did have a place for Whites 
and that a mtmt critique would be an individual kind of appraach in 
terms of it having to fit in, because when you say the Black counsciousness 
groups were active, at a cert ain point they were not threatening the 
government and that 's why, I think, they existed for a long time. 
To say Black is Beautiful wouldn't get you banned, to start a lot of 
organisations which might eventually spenk to the wrong people, etc, 
would get you .. Could you deal with that ? 

BB: I suite agree with y07- If we are going to say Black is Beautiful, 
that won't get you anywhere at all, but perhaps T should make it clar 
that what I approved of in the Black Consciouness movement is this 
idea of a community taking itself in hand from inside. This is, after 
all, coming after a long reriod of mantiblatmmi silence noliticaaly in 
a country. I'm talAng of 2XXX3EMX overt rolitics now, I'm not talking 
of undergound politics. Having ssid that the, perhaps I should also 
say, at the same time, that a lot of my critique of the ANC was probably 
brought by my being at the same time on the edges , on the verge of 

it, and not being indide. Had I been recruited into the ANC and had 
I been integrated in some functinn or some capacity in the ANC, T would 
never have done -- probably all of this would never have hanpened, I 
have no doubt about that and I am sure no• -- it is a self criticism,-- 
I am sure now, with hindsight , that many things were hanpening that 
I did not know about. By the very nature of it, I mean if it was 
underground, then I wouldn't have known about it. 

But also because I have myself, as I said a few secondsago, was told 
to, as it were, hint tat things that I didn't know about, that I ended 
up doubting anything happening at all and when people like Jeremy Cronin 
or Sultrier, or others wer arrested later on, that one .realised that 
obviously, yes, things must be happening. 

- DC'S 
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Even s4 I maintain my appreciation that,/tne ANC could, those years, 
have been more active, done more than it estuary did do. I am not 
at all disparaging what they did do -- it's not that -- add of course 
I agree entirely with the tremendous difficulties involved. But, having 
lived in the exile milieu, seeing that the exiles were doing, knowing 
what the exiles were doing and. NAM sometimes realising, for myself, 
in my own life, what a corruption exile is, because yeu adapt the io 
the society where you find yourself, you fierk altapt to the situatim 
you find yourself in, the sharp edge of struggle becomes blunted. 

You become a diplomat, you become an international travelling salesman, 
as it were and the motivation is no longer as strong. Perhaps I was 
putting ouestion marks over the AM which were not nOcessarily justified. 
Still, I think that we could have diversified the actions of the ANC 
irside the country. I think certadn wrong decisions were mads at 
certain points, there was too much reliance on the external missim, 
not enough being done inside the country itself, wt , ich histo ry will 
show. 

We are talking about a period -- let's underline that -- which, again, 
has been bypassed now. 

JP: Just to follow up on that critioue, what if someone were to say 
the fact that with your noble efforts in as much as you were working 
and had the gone that you did, that that failed so ouickly and had ' 
no success, would just show ho• very difficult it would be to rectify 
the critique you were making of the ANC. Did you at all feel like, 
after you got caught and when it all got exased, that this was one 
of the reasons why the ANC hadn't made/much progress, because it wasn't 
that easy .. ? 

BB: Yes. I would say the failure of the things that I wns involved 
in could be ascribed to many reasons -- one would be, yes, the difficulty 
of the situation itself, which is why the ANC hadn't done more along 
those lines, certainly. Secondly would be my own way of going aboutit 

IOS 	and nerhaps the reo ,, le I was working with. We were not distant enowh , 	 ' 

we were perhaps not even humble enough to do it pronerly. Anotger reason, 
I think, and it's an important one, the things we were trying to do did 
not, in fact, reflect sttongly enough, or  tat  least 	need felt by 
enough white peopleinside the country to justify its combng about. 

We...I think even 1 it had been done by someone else who was more 
disciplined, going bout it in am muoh more intelligent way, I still 
don't think it would have been much more ora suacess because I don't 
really think ultimately that there were enough whites in the country 
yong activists ready for that type of activity. Perhaps they were 
achieving more by doir4 things their wa3v, in an open way, through 
student organisations or through their links to trade unions particularly. 

than Okhela type activity could have brought about. Certainly...we 
were over estimating the need for such a type of work. It didn't 
iiirrespond really to a wish existing inside. 

- ?)0 
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JP: So that's interesting. You came with ideas, but did you also 
learn from the peonleyou spoke to that those ideas needed to be critiqued? 
What did people say to you? I'm interested in talking theoretically, 
you don't have to give names, but some anecdotal material you could 
give...what was the reactiob ...thanks, you've cometo save us?? or-. 
look, we're doing things on our own? or what? 

BB: There was a great wariness of course, because we are now talking 
against a background of long years, decades of disruption, of onnosition 
activity, of spying, of* infiltration , of - the security police 
torturing people, of the whole panopoly of renressive laws at their 
disnosal that makex all kinds of political onnosition extremely 
dangerous, So that was the first reaction. Hey, who's this? what's 
this? What the hell are you trying to drag me into? After all I'm 
the one here on the ground, I'm the one who's going to have to 
go to prison, not you guys sitting out there in Parts or London 
or Amsterdam or New York. 

So there's that, there's also a kind of buddishness, why the hell 
should we get involved in something which is being -thought out 
for us from outside. After all we haveour own reality . Weve been 
working along cuietly in otr own way. We've been lpuilding up 
and we've got a body of thinking behind us. That T found very 
healthy andI was ...my argument within the organiSation at that 
time was very strongly that we should let the thinking come from 
within. 

We should revert to what we were originally supposed to be, 
sunnorting what neople need from outside, but in terils of their 
own, needs, their own thinking, from inside. And we wanted very 
much the decision making centres to be shifted, to be coming 
from inside the country. We wanted, very much to react to what 
people wanted us tox do. But...so those were their readtions. They 
were wary of being maninulated t  There's this curious tradition 
in white politics, probably in black too, but certainly in 
white, inside the country, you sort of work toget,hq with other 
people but you never really probe deeply into the7rinks or into 
the real motives of peopl4" t For secutilry reasons, you assume 
that you all work for th ame purpose, the enemy is so clearly 
defined as it were, ,nartheid, and oprression, and power monopoly 

...capitalism, call it what you want. You assume that you're 
all on tha same wave length. This is one of the weaknesses. 
Shying away from any formal organisationd, because fomaa organis- 
ations get knocked over the head so rapidly. That there's a 
kind of lying low, merging with the landscape, working through 
front organisations such as student boddes and things like that. 
Without necessrily wanting to regroup behind that into something 
more cohesive that could be detected and infiltrated and therefore 
would be a source of danger. 
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BB:...So there was a grear wariness. I sensed that and I sensed 
a kind of rejection of why the hell should the thining come 
from outside. Why don't people react to what we want from intide? 

JF: OK...some of the other critiques of it, did you feel it was 
a more individualistic Dont of view? I'm just thinking of you 
as a writer and an artist, so much of your personal and 
professional expression has been om an individual level. 
Rather than any kind of mas or organised...and certainly 
not taking any kind of leadership. You even spoke about 
your family traditthon of rebelliousness, Do you think that 
...again it's all in retrospect, is an element of what Okhela 
had been about , that in many ways it was a more individual 
approach, and do you in any way critieue that now? 

BB: True...one of the tenrations of that type of underground 
organisation is of course that it is small, and that you become 
in your own mind very much a frees agent, because you're not a 
mass organisation, I mean by definition, if you're a clandestine 
organisation, you're not a mass organisation. And although I 
very much support this idea of being led by mass feeling, 
of a power route really being given to the jimpAe, and of 
respecting workers' petitions and workersorgnisations, 
I know that in my own private way of going about it i* was 
very individualistic, certainly. And I think you're correct 
...it can be ascribed to my own particulat makeup, and history... 

...my own concerns. I'm , constitutionally, I thinkvery reluctant 
tok find myself in any form of orthodoxy. Ilm 4now I justify it 
to myself and say that if I have any kind  6fOote  to play it can 
be as a kind of renegade, as a kindof peripheral manifestation 
of alternative thinking. And perhaps being a bit upsetting. But 
of course there are limits to this. When you are working in an 
organisation this is net the kind of thing you should be doing. 

I'm very afraid of the stultifying of thinking. Of perception, 
of the blunting of understanding. And I think as a writer, 
as somebody who through my work is essentially concerned with 
the nature of consciousness,the nature of awareness, and steering 
away from dogma, from cliches, which can so easily be manipulated 
by people who don't reveal to you what their real intentions am' 

All of these attitudes must rub off on my activities, yes, on 
my life. But yes, githe critioue would be that, given that 
then, this is something, we are now moving one step further, 
and are beyond the Okhela stage, now. That we define to some 
extent what I try to do now ...the realisation that I cannot 
do so within any organised furm. 
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BP:...I cannot be accented in an organisation doing things like 
this, obviously. It's a. source of insecurity to other neople, even 
of danger. So obviously I'm not the sort of perdon who should 
be involved in organised forms of protest. At least not when it 
is discreet or underground, or whatever you want to call it. 

JF: So is that the lesson you took from Okhela. I mean would 
you at all have ...because so many people I interviewed, esped—
ially inside SA, spoke about going through stages when they had 
a very romantic notion of the struggle and felt that they kind 
of over emphasised their role...very candidly snoke about their 
mistakes, seeing it as a very romantic stage. I want to make it 
clear, what you're saying is the mistake of Okhela? 

Would you say it was a mistake in terms of BB trying to work 
organisationally, or would you say it had to do with the mistake 
of taking an individual arnroach and not being more sober about 
things? 

BB: It's a bit of both. If we'd been successful with Okhela at 
that time...if I'd been successful, within Okhela, had it gone 
futther without being detected, and had we recruited more peopb, 
and had we corresnAded more closely with what was harpening inside, 
and had we shifted'our locus of decision making to inside the 
country, etc, even then I would have out lived my own function, 
my own usefulness within a fairly short period'. Because T. think 
I would have felt restrianed. Yes to that extent it was romantic. 
But I don't think that is necesnarily a bad or negative motive, 

Because after all we mustn't forget that however deeply we are 
involved in the mass struggle, and however deeply we are 
involved theoretically, in other words, it's a cast of mind which 
is important to us. But we are still, beyond that, individuals. 
We are also dpfining and finding ourselves through that nrocess. 
Which is alscia continuing dtruggle. I think that id true for 
anybody., wherever he is, white, black, ANC 1 non* ANC or not. 

So I think that in itself is a kind. of romanticism, if you want 
t o call it that. The kind of a self search which I don't think 
should be undervalued or under—nlayed. That is not foremost, 
of course. One is n6t involved in that kind of thing out of a 
need to glorify, or find or shape yourself. But I don't think 
one should lose sight of the fact that it's alao part of the 
process. 
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JF: Okhela, you said that there 
involved wi*h it...was it any w 

BB: No... 

JF: Was it white S,Africans? 

BB: Yes... 

JF: Ones who, again did no 

were black .ANC people who were 
ite ANC people? 

t hold to the ANCe? 

BB: No, but who'd also be en like myself, more or less involved 
with anti apartheid and ANC activities. Or activities directed 
by the ANC. 

JF: One thing I'd like 
you'd like to come ba 

e '710 
../A1  Sesti ers. You seem 

fell 	about that. 

to let you talk about, that you said 
ck to was The retrodnective view of the 

ed to have a lot of criticisms in retrospect. 

BB: No, it's just ..I feel...or we felt, during the 60's because 
we were attramting so much attention, by the nedij for our views. 
You know, we were fighting against some taboos. We were lighting 
against the idea of taboos as such, some were sexual, because 
people were writ ing far more openly about sex. Some was entirely 
just the way so ciety perceives people of other ethnic groups. 
In other words we're talking about multi racial sex and things 
like that. 

BE: Some of it was also political, because casting a role for the 
writer whic h was one of contestation of authority and the m 
establishme nt. These themes reflected differently by the various 
people inv olved, who were grouped rather arbitrarily as the 
pesti ers 
attra in g so much attention because of this, as a kind of revolt  1.2(0.y,  

. But they were reflected by these people. And we were 

oung Afrikaner against their own people. the y 

Particularly - the English media were giving so much nrthminence to 
this, irhat we thought we were doing something important. In 
retrospect I think it can be seen that it was not all that 
important at all. Becumne at the time we were doing this, and 
the media were going on about how we were bucking the establish 
ment a lot of other neople were suffering far worse. In fact 
t he black writers, the whole so called 	generation, 

rople like Can Themba, Casey Mortsisi, Nat Nakasa, 	 
it was because all of them were exiles, and t heir works were 
banned entirely. After all our works were not being banned. We 
were aa classical case of showing how a repressive society can 

becomemore flexible by allowing the rebellion from within which... 
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....ultimately strengthens that society, it d oesn't really 
Question society. It deesn't really go in the direction of 
dismantling the power structures of t hat society. It teaches 
that society how to accommodate c ontestation from •ithin. In 
some horrible, obscene way on e could say in retrospect that this 
kind of contestation made the power strueture more flexible and 
therefore tougher. 

And this is r art of the thing which is confusing the situation 
inside th e country now. They've become far more relaxed about 
censor ship for instance. They've learn't that they can let 
eople express themselves and that it doesn't really change 

things all that much. And one of the results of that now I think, 
is the irrelevance now of the white Afrikaner intellectual, in 
the long run. Or the Afrikaans writer. Me is no longer of very 
much importance in the country. It doesn't matter what he writes 
about, I  

I think that those who really know what power is about, who 
really have the nower,h,ave learnt not to be uptight about it. 
And in a sense, it was the Sest; 	who taught them that. We 
were the tool, that made this po sible, that made the supplemess 
as it were, made it possible for them to achoieve. Of course 
this is something which is very much contested by other S. 

I never considered myself as,a, because I always felt we were 
not doing enough. It was too much of a romantic rebellion and 
not enough of a real political contestation. I still go along 
to some extent with the thdea± that it is tactically possthble 
and maybe udeful to work within your own community with6ut 
revealing the, ultimate aims of what you're vatting for . To as 
it were blow up your own society from within. ut I still agree 
with tthat to some extent, but I've become more sceptical about 
it becaUse I think th,t one underestimates the dialectic of the 
powers ...let's put it this way, the society within which you 
work also rubbing off on you. If you work long enough thinking 
that you're working for change without necessarily being clear 
about it, you ultimately start accepting as permanent fixtures 
th e restrictions which you imrose upon yourself, and you don't 
go beyond a certain noint. 

It's a difficult idea perhaps to bring across and I might have 
to think about it more clearly, but what I'm saying is that 
contestaion by the writervuouestioning by the writers has become 
an accepted feature of theASA landscape. And in fact has no mom 
effect at all. And in fac -6 1perhaps the writers don't want it to 
be any different. 36 ( 

7 
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BB: They are ouite...they get the necessary kick, in the sense 
of selfness, of self awateness, out of having rubbed society 
up the wrong way for some time. Ana having been recognised there 
fore, and perhaps they don't really want to change things. Perhaps 
it is true after all that is really no effective conte4ation 
coming from within the white community, not really so, not in 
any large way. 

JF: I don't know whether the problem is that it comes from 
within the white community or without, This is putting it to you 
as my view, but the form it would take, and what's being 
ad vocated, I mean if ultimately all that's being discussed is 
race relations, and the government can get the jump on you, and... 
change the Immorality Act bacause it doesn't make any difference 
anYway...I think then the reality would be...I'd like you to 
comment on this...thé reality would be in terms of how far the 
S. took .it . Whether they would be saying arms struggle is eber 

--dh. the agenda. 

BB: Of course yes...and this is what I was trying tosay to you 
a second ago. That my criticism even at that± time was that we 
weren't going far or fast enough, that we weren't nolitical 
enough, we weren't thinking through the political implicationsx. 
You know there is a tradition about contestation generally 
speaking, I think we can even give it a certain percentage. At 
any given time you have up to 30% of the white population who 
are in disagreement with the government's policies. 

Probably fairly honestly and actively so. It'salways been there 
and it's never changed anything particularly. I don't think it's 
nudged things in the right direction, and in the Afrikaner 
community, that the writers, rrobably since the late 50's were in 
opposition, (mite onenly so, to the power establishment. but they 
never c4eived for one moment going beyond the model cuestioning 
of the values of society. 

In other words....no•I'm interpreting a hell of a lot, I'm 
generalising a lot, ...what they ultimately...I'm interpreting 
general thinking because obviously none of them would agree 
specifically with what i'm saying, but in fart they never could 
conceive of being just a white Afrikaanssnwit speaking S.African 
which would mean to be part of a minority group with its own 
culture, but that that culture would probably merge wiyh other 
cultures eventuary, and that nrobably your Afrikanerness 
would probably eventually disappear. 

So much of what's hapnening at this narticulat moment, still, 
15C\W 4  through an organisation like the Afrikaans 	 

is aimed at the preservation of Afrikaans. 
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BB:...and that ultimately must be the strengthening of the 
underlying ideology o• those who are in power. R The separateness 
....ultimately what those in rower are concerned about, is not 
the differnec of the black but their own differente. Their o•n 
separateness, and they want to preserve that at all costs. 
Therefore they must be involved in preserving the identifying 
aspects of that difference. Of that differentness. So, the 
language...this is something that even I get accused of sometimes 1 

 abroad, which is a silly argument. 

But it's also an interesting one. How can you come and, being 
an Afrikaans writer, and talk to us, as has happened to me lately 
in various countries, about the situation back home, about the 
trouble, about the armed struggle and so on, you're doing so 
and we cannot forget that you're an Afrikaans writer. And that 
you express these ideas in Afrikaans also. What you are in fact 
doing is confusing the people abroad. You are giving them a 
message, without necessarily saying so that hhe Afrikaaners can 
still be ouite different among themdelves. 

You humanise the face of the enemy in other words. You are 
demobiliding the opposijrion to the enemy by making tit...giving 
the enemy such a human face. Which is an interesting argument. 
Interesting to me in that ...I'm jtmpimg now onto something 
completely different.... 

This for me is something of major Importance, that(s emerging 
slowly, painfully from the S.African situation, is that, given 
the complexity of the problems, the cultural complexities also, 
the complexities of awaremess, in thinking, the modes of action 
and resistance that we have to think through, that are being 
tried...and the long history that already exists, and all the 
fuck uns inclikding mjr own, ...taking all this together, I think 
there's emerging a very complex perception, which is to my mind 
a step forward in human thinking. 

We have a real contribution to make. Our problems are not simple. 
I think we have a real contribution to make eben beyond our 
botders as it were. Because of this peculiar nature of our 
structure. And of Other tensions in the country. And this is 
one of it. Why can •e not come to the point where the enemy 
would have a very human face alsO? We can go along those lines 
if you want to. 

JP:QK. ...there are so many other things I want to ask you 
though...what I'm most interested in is when did you come to 
that realIsation? that the _S.and even your own opposition 
could in fact support the government in a certain convoluted way? 
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BB: Well...yes...I'm at themoment pttting together a volume of 
essays called "Endpapers" which groups some of the things I 
wrote before going to nrison and everything I've been doing since 
coming out of- prison. ind having reread that I see now that 
some of it was subconsciously present...some of this thinking 
was present from very early on, I remember coming back to a 
auote from Camus where he says that some forms of resistance 
can be de scribed as collaboration. 

I think it's because all the way through...and this is specific 
to me perhaps...all the way through in my own poliyical thinking 
if you can call it that, and the translation of this thinking 
into forms of action, there was this one given element of being 
an Afrikans writer. In other words, what is the nature of my 
Afrikanerness, and I rejected that fairly early on. I could not 
agree to being am Afrikaner in any accented definition of that 
term. 

Because obviousl* if you're going to say it's only a matter of 
language, then it cannot be white only. If you say it's a 
matter of certain political beliefs, including religious beliefs, 
then I disagree with those so violently that I couldn't condider 
myself an Afrikaner.But i couldn't stop being an Afrikaner 
myself...not that there's a deep urge in me to be one, it is a 
condition, it is that. 

I mean, I express myself through that bloody language, and I 
find it a beautiful language to use, and I know it's been used 
by many other peonle. And it is not at all the possession of those 
who think they control the language, it's becoming something 
else, even while we're talking about it. So, intimately, all 
the time, the relationship between the individual, his own 
peer group, and the implications then of what he does in opposition 
to that peer group, ....is it a strengthening of it? ot is i* a 
weakening of it?....is permanently nresent. But it's something  0Anii ciAL 

which has lately become more clear to me, yes. 

SIDE TWO 

JF: I didn't oress you on this aspect...but in terms of the 
kind of languagex you're using, it's very much theory, or in a 
vaccuum. You haven't spoken much about incidents. I'm just 
wondering if there was any experience which made you feel this 
strongly. Or if there were views or feelings you came to feel in 
prison, or maybe at any junctures. 

BR: yes, well, ...I...this is again a theoretical statement. I 
don't think one ever thinks through one's contradictions. You 
don't resolve the contradictions theoretically. You can only 
live them. And you have to live them fairly painfully because you 
cannot brush the....dissolution or the resolving of thosecontra—
dictions. 
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BB• 	Right...part of my contradictions would be for instance 
my family. I've got a brother who is a senior member of the SA 
defence forces. Now obviously this is something I have to live 
with. This is cartainly...within the family unit , at one and 
the same time, the violent opnosition with all the implications, 
knowing what they may be, knowing that if he's been given the 
order to kill me he probably will do so. 

And yet at the same time there's a family link there, a link 
between siblings which is extremely strong. So it is concretely 
for me reflected in the tyne of confrontations I had with the 
Security police. Being interrogated in Afrikaans, for instance. 
With the complicity that that immediately implies. And sensing 
sometimes from them that for a few snlit seconds they forget 
what they are supposed to be doing toe t  because we are *alking 
in the language which is by definitioria complicity ib the SA. 
context. 

IXAX4X And talking about subjeets which again imply some kind 
of complipity.han interest in snort for instance; a guy suddenly 
going of•OVailIng to me about the beauty of the Karoo landscape, 
a securit policeman, which would* be something I could identify 
with nrofoundly. And you know when neoplespeak to one another 
there's so much that hanpens below the •ords, or around the words 
...a sense of sharing things. There's always this, the break 
and the share. They don't, I think, for them, see me as an 
opponent, they see me as a traitor. 

Which gives it a peculiar colour. If they had a black activist 
in their hands, he's an onnonent. He cannot possibly be a traitcbr. 
They would do the same thing if they were black. If they have an 
English speaking white, I think they don't take him to be a 
traitor either. They can justify or understand his being in 
opposition through many other reasons. he's nrobably of Jewish 
descent, therefore he's, as far as they are concerned, genetically 
against them, or ...you know all th4justifications...then even- 
the Boer WAr would come in...all the rest of it. It's the class 
distinstions. He's a rich bloody Englishman. He's a. snoilt 
city brat. He's gone to university. He's a cosmopolitan .He's 
been exposed to international &leas. 

Tle's not oneof us. We grew un the hard way in a. small town. 
Ona farm, whatever the case may be. But in my case no. It is 
really being a traitor from within. And sensing this from them 
also gives me a peculiar relationshin to them. All these are 
concrete contradictions now tha.t I'm talking about. Living through 
them.The same thing happened in nrison of course all the time. 
Living in close proximijay to the warders who are Afrikaans speakers 
themselves. Understanding them, and being fascinated by them often. 
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BB: Understanding them to some extent, and being fascinated by 
their backgrounds, from a writer's point of view....how the hell 
do they come to be warders? where do they come fromT? listening 
to them talking l leading them on asit were, to talk about their 
y outh on farms, gro—ing ur with horses, things like that....all 
of this part of my sub conscious, a sub strata,the cultural 
awareness, the cultural wealth that one shares. So, when I talk 
of opposition from within, the possibility of diting so, the 
possibility of transformation from within, the need to 
continually strengthen the forces for cheege wherever you see 
them manifest themselves from within,  buFI  tensely aware of 
the danger that you expose yourself to, in hat you may be 
captured 14 them... 

...you may not be effective in dismantling them, but they may 
be effective in incorporating you. In other words having to keep 
a very close watch on yourself all the time, which means having 
to keep a very close watch on your own thinking all the time, 
because thinking is basically a very dishonest process. . 

You run away from yourself through your thinking, having to define 
yourdelf again and again. These things by nature and by exper— 
ience, made me more aware of the pitfPlls, more aware of the  AdVvre 
structures as it were.Of the oppressive strueture, there is 
a kind of a blind force that sucks you in to this kind of thing. 
Where then do you situate yourself? 

An d when you break away to try and bre?k that structure, how 
effective can you remain? If you've broken away. It's also 
that. It's a matter of sheer fealism.You must remain inside 
to some extent if you want to be effective. That again leads 
us back to the other cuestion. Can you, thinkinr all that, 
what shape do you give your political actions, and how can you 
make it merge with the political action of other people? 

JF: You said that was a nuote from Camus, about resistance? 

BB:Yes...obviously I've transformed it a little bit...but 
yes, it is from Cwmus. 

JF: You d on't rememl-, er the exact maxpiw nuote? 

BB: The exact wuote, no. IFve used tisomewhere in my writings,_, 
but I don't remember the exact quote.  60  essoty oltict 

(OVWX,S 6eituN 4o. 

JF: Do you see that brother who's in the SADF? Have you seen him? 

BB: Not since I've been released from prison, no. 

JF: But you saw him when you were released? 

BB: No, I didn't see him then either. He came to visit me once 
or twice in prison. - 
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BB: ...but I haven't seen him since nrison. 7ot at all. 

JP: How do you feel about whether "lern's hone for m9yiNAeojape 
community and the Afrika-ns community? Those who s?4j4at'conre7i17— 
trate on the black working class, the restx will cope when they 
have to, they'll adapt or die, -s P.W. says. Others say it's very 
important to work with them and they point to various few people. 
"h-t da y ou 

BB: I don't know what the other people ypu interviewed said, 
but I don't see a majorx ro7.e for the white people at all, in 
the transformation procesa. Not significantly so. despite the 
very best intentions and examrles, despite the wonderful bravery 
an d the individual sacrifices made by individual whites, right 
up to this time. I'm including those who nre in the ANC. 

WE are a marginal phenomena. We do not represent in any way 
a significant minority of whites, in that country at all. I 
don't think we stiould fool ourselves about that. The white 
community would have been of some relevance in the change that 
is taking place had we by now, say between 2-3 thousand political 
prisoners in SA jails. This is not the case, we've never had 
more than 15 at a time. 

And that to my mind sums up the be all and end all of the sig—
nificance . I'm not denigrating, in ANY sense the fantastic work 
that's been going on say at trade union level, which is an 
important part, or even within the churches, which is another 
important sector. or at student level, which is another very 
important sector. Z But I don't think we should be unrealistic 
and overestimate the potential importance of that. I think 
there are changes, there are shifts within the white community 
itself, I think that despite the very best efforts of those who 
are in power they've unleashed a momentum ...maybe not for change, 
but for them, for the whites, a momentum for insecurity, which 
will have surprising results in due time. 

An d if this ...a part of this surprising results wolIld be 
changes in affiliation or perception of the white role, say among 
the white working class, or a significant enough sector of the 
white intelligentsia, this may happen.I personally don't think 
it's on the cards at all. I'm not saying thnt the white 
community as such will be marginal, hut I don't think that change... 

For me there are three essential roints of reference. One would 
b e that there is no way that the black community, the black 
majority, the majority of people in SA can accept the continuation 
of things as they are. In other words,change must come. It is coming. 

- 3. 13 
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BB: It's taking place right there at the moment. It's taking 
place all the time. It's a process. It has nothing to do with 
historical determinism. It's a law oft nature. There's no way that 
things cannot be transformed, that things cannot change. That's 
point number one. 

Point number two, which is of antther order. The whites who are 
sbn that country, however conservative they may be, or extremist, 
are Africans. In other words, the solution that may come about, 
whether they themselves actively partake of it or mot, will have 
to include them in some form. What's going to happen to them? 

They are Afric9,  after all. They cannot be seen, theoretically, 
416 funationallPoutsiders to the situation.The impetus for change, 
even culturally, comes from the black world, not from the white 
world. It's not the whites who are going to change the situation. 
They... 	. 

141 \fte."A'D 
JF: Does this represent a differencWrom the Okhela days?Or is 
th at how you felt... 

BB: I don't know...yes and no...I don't 	don't really think 
it's all that different...I ...because having said all t444 
having been sth pessimistic about the potential for changel;Within 
the whilse community, ever being more than a small group di' st 
individuals, organised or ndt, because this is really what it is 
at the moment, and this is certainly what it must have been like 
in Rhodesia as it was at that time. Having said all that I don't 
think it disposes of the necessity for the whites who feel like 
that to keep on trying to find ways to be effectively working far' 
the transformation which includes organising themselves... 

...which perhaps includes again thingd like Okhela. Obviously 
it will not be something similar, but ...no...the fact of it 
having been a failure doesn't mean they mustn't ktep on trying. 

IF:OK...just trying to clear un some loose ands here...Okhela.. 
what does it mean exactly? whob language is that? 

BB: It's Zulu for "making a fire", starting a fire. 

JF: Is it the verb for starting a fire, ilaxmxkrxmcfirki- 

BB: yes, with my very limited Zulu, one could rerhans translate 
it with"spark"...which takes it right back to the old Bolshevik 
days... 

IF: ...and your works...the Albino terrorist book...why did you 
call itt that? 
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B11 : Well you ' d have o 	yllolo title into account I think; 
it's rather laborious word play. The true confessions of an albino 
terrorist. Obviously I don't consider myself an albino, nor a 
terrorist.And as Andre Brink pointed out, rather rudely, I think, 
does this mean that these confessions are not true eit7ler? 
No 9 I woildn't say that, but nobody can ever come to the truth 
entirely through words or confessions. I don't think so. It's 
always a haphazard approach. It's always an arproach, it's never 
an end. We're right back to everything we've been talking about 
this morning. Even the whole political process is an arproach. 
It's not an end. 

JF:Did you •rite it in English only? Not in Afrikaans? 

BEI 	o, but a lot of the material that went into it nrobably 
germinated at the Afrikaans level.To the extent that after all I've 
been writing for many years, for too many years by now, and that 
becomes a practice too. And you -translate in writing in your own 
mind before it even gets down to the paper. And a lot of that was 
probably translated into Afrikaans in my own mind. 

JF: Did you at a certain roint start publishing in Afrikaans, or 
does this just happen to be in Afrikaans? I don't remember your 
pevtous ...did you... 

BB: Do you mean parts of the book? 

JF: no...over your history of writing...when you were involved, 
did. yot specifically want yourself to apnear inside SA even though 
y ou were outside the country.And in Afrikaans? 

BB: Yes,?nd in Afrikaans, although I bever shared, and I dill 
don't, thank God for small mercies, any semse of Afrikaner 
nationalism, even linguistically so. For me Afrikaans is a very 
beautiftl tool, and I watch it with great interest to see how it's 
moving...I mean you hear ...into areas...I was in Lusaka yesterday, 
sitting in the Pamonsi hotel lounge, listening to two blach guys 
speaking Afrikaans among themselves. or-a form of Afrikaans. 
I don' know whether theylere S 9Africans, or Zambians who'd worked 
in SA, or whatever. So that's great. It's a creole language. It'll 
keep on being bastardised, and being mixed and developing, fine. 

So I had.. wotld have had no nualms about being published in English 
rather than Afrikaar4L tbut of course to the extent that if I 

AvIA could have had some 	of function, it'Irmti would also,have been 
as an Afrikaans writer, writing in Afrikaans, and that's it. 

JP: That was during the 60's. Did you change? 

BB: Even more so now. The first book I published after coming 
,  out of nrison was called "Mouvoir"(?) and was written in prison, 

and that was written partly in Afrikaans and partly in English, 
and the SA edition is piblished as written...in other words... 
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BB: ...I 	insisted that even though I publish with peop&I 
who essentially only publish Afrikaans writers, although they 
are a borderline publishing house, Taurus, John Miles and 	 
but I asked them, and they immediately agreed to publish it as 
it is. In tther words, half of it in English and half of it in 
Afrikaans. But I think this is a verynartificial distinction. 

By now, most of the people who read my wotk would read as easily 
in Afrikaand as in 7nglish. And I see no reason why not to use 
both of them. 

JP:But you didn't write an Afrikaans version of True Confessions..? 

BB: No, because at that point I didn't think there was any chance 
at all of it being published in SA .  

JP: And who did it, Taurus again? 

BB: Yes, they did it. 

JF: Are you surpried that they did. it? 

BB: Very much so indeed. Ue had last week a human rights conference 
in Paris. Nadine Gordimer submitted a paper for that in which 
she analysed the present state of censorship in the country 
in which she pointed out some of the anomalies such as The 
Confessions being allowed, and Jeremy Cronin's volume of poems 
being allowed, some other people's work being unbanned, and then 
some work which you would never expect to be banned, being banned. 

And it's a rather...another bag of worms. Why did they allow 
Confessions to be published? I have my own ideas about that. BUt 
I don't think it's particularly importantt. I think it's rather 
negatively important, in that it skows again the extent to which 
we are now spitting in the wind,we 	are kicking in open doors, 
as I said earlier on. It doesn't really bother them any more. 

JP: Would you even go so farm as to say that the REgime needs 
a BB, an incredibly talented, an Afrikaaner that was wayward, 
that can't be supressed t  because to a certain level, it sho•s, 
it vindicates, especially the reformist government. 

73B:Yes...of course yes, it's a terrible thihg that one may become 
an emblem, a proof of their tolerance l well, I hope not. I hope 
that one can still surprise them. Besides that doesn't matter. 
I'll be dammed if I'm going to shape my life or my thinking to 
what they allow, or how they interprete it. That's just bad limk. 

This is something again which I think is not unimportant to 
point out. x don't think we should condsbn something out of hand 
just because it's tolerated by the enemy. That makes you negatively 
beholden to the enemy, I mean, damn it. 

JF: Has your work ever been banned? Have thete been any volumes? 

-2,7A,  BB:Yes, a volume of poems called "Okr,,Ae 4'(?) which is published in 
1-1- 331 
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BB:...Holland, which is banned. It's still banned in the country, 
and then a volume of translated poems, translated into English, 
whitth was published during my period in prison, thn London, by 
Rex Collins, including a few verses from the banned Afrikaans 
volume, that was seized by the customs officials when it was 
imported into SA, and It's banned too. "And Death White as wordsP 
it was called. 

4F: But those were the only two volumes? 

BB: Those were the only two. 

JF: OK....Why...can you tell me just a bit...I mean I didn't want 
to ask ypu a lot of things which you've dealt with in your book... 
unfortunatey I bought the boor...I left it...I couldn't bring 
all the things back, and I didn't think I'd ever see you right 
away, so I didn't bring it...IPm really upset about that, so I 
haven't read it...yet I've heard some excerpts fromnpeople who 
have, so I just want to ask you a few things...if this is in the 
book we can skir it...did you talk about why you Fot out earlier 
...can you tell me why that happened? you were sentenced to 9, 
and you did what, 7? 

BB: 	yes, I talk about that not teally in depth in the book. 
I don't know the full answer myself. Part of it was that the 
machinery for releasing people earlier were created about that 
time. In May 1982 the government amended. the law that made it 
possible for the first time for the Minister of Justice to release 
political prisoners bfore their full time. Some of the blabk 
political nrisoners had a few months taken off their sentence, 
got out a few months earlier, before I was let out l a few people 
since then have.lso profited from that, 

But of course that is not the reals reason. I think that again 
it's p. combination of factors. 	wife and the lawyers never gav 
up,struggling, there were internationna organisations who were 
petitioning the government, the French govt, intervening, the 
Dutch gofft. exerting nressure, the French govt. towards the end 
were intervening quite actively on my behalf. 

But I think there was also the nercention from within the 
Afrikanner ranks themselves. We're back to the same thing. Some 
of them must have said...in influential positions within the Party 
I can imagine, and even in governmen t circles, must have said 
this is dthing us more harm ultimately than Food, after all what 
danger can this guy be to us, we can nrobably gain a lot by letting 
him go. 

JF: OK...another thing, I don't know whether it's dealt with 
much in the book, but if you could tell me just briefly, ... 

-3 66 
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JF:...You said very adamently that you had no regrets. Yet at tie 
trial •hen you were first tried you did make the enology. Now 
why was that? 

BB:Yes. I think you shou ctud that statement completely. I 
tried tmerhans indicate lji-b.wp came to believe, or hold the beliefs 
that I 	hold, I tried W`lso to indicate, perhans not strongly 
enough, why I continued holding these beliefs, what I apologised 
for...or at least what I didn't apologise for but what I denounced 
to some extent was the particular form that some of my resistance 
took, or that my beliefs took. And then under strong pressure of 
the security police I apologised for one thing in narticular, 
which was a poem I had dedicated to Vorster, called "Butcher". 

...or "Letter to Butcher froM abroad in which I made a kind of 
a symbol of Vorster as the torturer, the man killing people. Well 
I cnn justify it in my own mind by saying however much of a bastard 
he ig was, and he was, definitely, it is still unfair perhaps to 
isolate one man. It didn't hurt me, in m* own personal beliefs 
to be apologising for that, because after all it's a bit 
propagandistic, and. I'm structurally or functionally against 
propaganda. 

As a. writer, it's a.n emnty rrocess. So OY, I tried to nut that one 
in persnective,it dIdn't do me much good. But I think the triel 
is perhaps mr something we'll have to talk about more broadly in 
another context. And part of the contradictions of the trial 
reflect the contradictory situation I found myself in . Being 
caught and not being able to represent anybody at all. Not being 
able to speak on behalf of any political orFanisation at all. 

Particularly not the ANC, because as I indicated to you before, 
something which I know more clearly looking beck .on it than I 
knew before, that in fact I •as involved with elements within 
the ANC which did not necessarily reflect the aythority or the 
wishes of the ANC as a whole. So here I was caught •ith my hand 
in the piggy bank as it were, but I could not say that it was 
daddy who sent me in to do the stealing. 

Bedause daddy •ould have to disavow me entirely. That perhans 
describes, or makes it a little bit easier to understand why 
I took a certain stand att the trial. But that I do talk about in 
the book, so maybe you'll have to read that. 

JF:I'm just interested in, since you haven't been an ANC person, 
what your feelings •ere about other •hite onnosition members, 
other white manifestations of oneosition, for example do you 
firat i remember•when you first heard the name Braum Fisher? 
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BF: Yes, of course. Bratim Fisher to me has always been a source 
of immense nride, for what he's done, and for having beeb who he 
was, his fortitude, you know...there's just no two ways about it. 
He's a hero. When did. I first hear abort  rra:Ne  Fisher? It must 
have bera .,  •hen I was already abroad I think, at +he timo of 
trials.Perhaps I could have heard about, 7iim as 	defence trial 
lawyer when I was already inside the country, but that would be 
unlikely. 

JF: When you came out did. you see the ANC?? Have you spoken at 
length with them? 

BB: No, I have not. That would be one of my regrets. ItFs something 
which I should have done. It's a pit7r -that not one of the ATT 
has tried to talk to me about it, because I •ould have thought tat 
it would be of interest for them to know. After all when you're 
being interrogated by Bureau of State security, oir the security 
police, in what they ask you also learn a lot of what they know, 
and I thought that could have been of interest to the comrades. 

And I was surprised that nobody tried to debrief me in a sense. 
Even if...I can ouite understand why they wouldn't want to touch 
me with a barge pole, but I thought that strictly from a profesr.ional 
point of view, it •ould have been of interest for somebody to 
actually find out what really hapnened, whatz really went on. 
No, it has not been, but you'll also see in the book that I 
criticised the ANC for some thingd, a bit brutally so, a bit 
simplistically so, and I accent the argument that I have heard 
sometimes used against me that in criticising the ANC I am 
probably playing into the hands of the enemy, 

I accept it to some extent but not comnleteljr so. Underneath 
that there's for me something imnortant. Even in exile, even 
in opposition, even at this crucial point, of the struggle, we 
must for the sake of the auality of the struggle keep the 
dialogue...even if it is sometimes bi:tter, we must keen it open. 
We musn't be simnlistic. Again I'm narrowing it down to something 
perhans that I can be involved in, and perhaps it's a very 
personal and egoistic way to look at it. But I do think, 
that we owe it to the nuality of our struggle to bring the 
differences to the surface. 

And to talk these things out, to thrash them out as much as we =Ex 
can and if we believe that a party has taken the wrong turning, 
or that a movement has become too agthoritarian,or that alternative 
opinions are being supressed in the name of unity, if we believe 
there should be far greater uni:try among the opposition groups, 
that we should have a common front, or something, we should talk 
about it. I feel, perhans, not being n. member now, free to bring 
these out in the open. 
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BB:...to serve as a kind of a lightning conductor, and in the ...if 
in the process one treads on toes and one makes wrong statements, 
because of beingg ill informed, not knowing what's goig on inside 
the organisation, such as underestimating the imnortance of 
whites in the onnosition, or even if in the process one is 
feeding thoughts...not thoughts, but feeding argtments to the 
enem*, I think these are part of the risks. It makes it a little 
bit uncomforktble for oneself, but I think this cis something I've 
got to try to keep on doing. 

Bht no• 	 END TAPE TWO 

TAPE THREE, SIDE ONE. 	_ 

BB: .. BUT I think that I •ant to make it cnry clear that my implicit 
support for the ANC is still very much there.. Even at the very 
rational level of saying ±kxt when I get the chance to, the ANC 
represents the majority of the Suth African people. To my mind that 
is an article of faith, In other words, when you talk of the majority 
coming to power, when yog talk of changes reflecting the wishes 
of the majority, ysu are talking of the African National Congress. 
That why it is, for me, so important to keen on talking to the ANC 
and even, if Possible, within the ANC because because it is THE 
mother of change. That is why for me it must be the best possibh 
mother. 

JF: So you haveAlt even snoken to someone like Marius Schoon siime 
you came out k ? 

BB: No, of course I've spoken to individual members of the ANC. 
I haven't been in any official contact with the ANC. And even that 
is not entirely true. I mean, a fer days ago I talked to people 
of the office in Lusaka. Yes, no, of course, ;,, a i.think the ANC e I is quite well aware of what I am doing and 	x it is very imnortant 
to report to them what we have been doing last week in Paris at 
this human rights conference and the extent to which we were 
successful in getting the French Government to change their mind 
about their policy to South Africa. I think it is imPortant for 
the ANC to know about this and to take advantage of this. 

JF. How did the French change their mind ? 

BB: Well, the French Government for the first time announced its 
williggness to consicler economic sanctions, which is a major chage. 
An"!. upgrading the ANC office in Paris. No, at least from my side, 
there is no animosity involved and I hope tkx± from the ANC's side -- 
to the extent that s ,)sh a vast organisation can be given a singh 
identity -- I don't think there's that sixkt efether. 

JF: And since, you know, you said you's shared a flat with Marils 
Schoon, have you spoken at all to him ? 

Bin I've been in correspondence with him when we were in prison 
the last few months before he was released .. 

JF: How could you be in correspondence with him ? 

BB. Well, we were smuggling letters back and forth and some of those 
letters were intercented and used during my second trial (as evidence) 

when I was accused of terrorism all over again. 
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B B... I've been in indirect contact with him since, that is through 
third persons, but 1-  have'nt seen him directly, no. That's mainly 
because he's been in Africa* and I've been in EuropeT now I'm in 
Africa and he's in Europe -- or wherever he is at the moment,. 

JF. Ok, so what has been your role since you were in prison? You 
came out a year a a Ealf earlier, maybe you didn't have enough lime 
to consider what you'd get right into. What is your role, vihit are 
you doing ? 

BB: Well, all of these things we've been talking about -- struggling 
through the contradictions, trying to make some sense out of it 
for myself and again and again tryitiig to define the South African 
situation4 tryng to interpret the South Africa situation to the 
outside world, intervening whenever I find the possibility to do 
so and whenever I'm invited to do so in international congresses 
or conferences, particularly where it concerns human rights. 

But also intervening with the French authorities on any matters 
concerning South Africa, trying to work out, for instance •ith 
the French authorities, or with individuals within the French 
establishment more effective ways of supnorting the opposition, 
of supporting the liberations movements, of supporting Black students, 
of getting out Black musicians to come and be in some security or 
to come and show peonle what they are doing in France. At all levels, 
whenever I get -Lae shav tyhsuak about South Africa, either publicly 
or rrivateiy77WwLig a5,81111 SbuRcRfrcica. 

I've done articles for a whole lot of French pablications, some English 
publications, some Dutch nublications. In other words, all the lime 
repeating to neople that I'm not mandated to speak on anybody's 
behalf, that I have a necualiar history, that all of that must be 
taken into account, but •e are talking about a dramatic situation 
that is changing all the time, and that I keep on trying to interpret 
it and understand it and alert people abroad to the implications 
of what's happening down there. And of course, maintaining some 
marginal contact with people inside the country also, but much 
less so than before. I published several volumes of poems which 
I wrote in prison -- they've been published since inside South *xi= 
Africa. 

I've done a few articles for publications inside South Africa. 
But I no lonp.er have any functional contact with any group, any 
organisation in South Africa -- I'm talking about the Whites now, 
inside the country. 

JE. And what I did'nt ask you, just in terms of a few loose ends 
here, was, you were'nt kept with other White nolitical prisoners ? 

BB. No, I was not kept with other White political prisoners. I •as 
isolated for the first two years and I was one day taken down to 
'local' where other Whites were kept. I thought finally I was going 
to be allowed to be with the other White prisoners .... 
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BB: ...I was there for a few hours and whisked backx again to 
maximum security. I never worked out why that hanpeneed. And then 
I was sent do•n to Caretown. So I was al•ays kept apart form the 
other lut criminals...form the white sunrosedly criminal prisoners 
but in fact in the same blilding that they were. So I snemt my 
time there. I regret it in one way, that I didn't spend my time 
with the other white politicals, and in some ways I'm not soory 
about It .I regret it obviously it would. have been fascinating 
to get to know...and to be...and to show in that way my basic 
solidarity with them. 

They were good chess players I understand. For instance there 
were obviously fascinating discussions going on amongst those 
people, but that I missed very much. But on the other hand I 
think it opened my eyes to a world of petty crime but which is 
also them bedrick of white society in that country, in some ways. 
After all the neople coming and leaving nrison for theft, rape, 
murder etc, are fascinating peonle. 

If you want to call it that, in the oldACommunist mould, I think 
that one should be as close as nossible to the neople, whom finally 
it's all about. 

JF: So you didn't in any way not want to be with them? 

BB: No, it's a rumour that went around that I didn't want to be 
with the nolitical prisoners.Ofx course not. That would be 
ridiculous. 

JF:So you were with them for that half day or whatever. Did you 
speak to them at that time? 

1  BB: Of course yes. I was booked in and I was taken around, and 
it\'3.  I found my mission(?) there and. I was given my new set of clothes. 

I had my hair cut by v.itzen(?) I think, and before linch I was 
whisked out again. And' never any explanation of why this hanpened. 

(14 7  Maybe because they realised that with MOV.vvA2aTifr...(?)I could x 
speak French that they couldn't follow, and that may have been 
a difficulty...or maybe somebody screwed un, and I was never 
supposed to have gone there at all, or...I don't know why or 

-7 
VOI5.  JP: Have you snoken to Mumbara(g)since you came out? 

BB:Yes I've spoken to him. 

JF: Is he relnted to the ANC still? 

BE: I should imagine so, but I didn't ask him about that. But I'm 
sure he is. 

JF: And when is Endnaners coming out? 

BB: Honefully in Spring. American snring. You know it takes a 
bit if time. It's coming out first in French, strangely enough. 
And in Dutch, because the English language publications are always 
much slower. 
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JF:So which nub].isher can I look for to pet it? 
, 1 
AJ°'  BB: Parrardtrass(?) in the USA. Faber and Faber in Britain. 

JF: And which would be first? 

BB: Probably Britain.I should imagine bedause it normally works 
that way. 

JF: OK••so how would you ultimately describe yourself? I'm getting 
a bit cofused...would you say you're a Communist still, or are 
you crtical of the Communists? 

BB:If one saysx a Communist in the highly propagandised world in 
which we live, the word. terrorist takes on a specific colouring. 
Yes I woild. say my ideals are still very much still Communist. 
Certainly. I'm not a member of any Communist organisation, so 
that would perhaps disoualift me, but my ideals are still very 
much that. I would call myself, if I may say so, with tongue in 
cheek, a cultural terrorist. Which I think is not necessarily a 
bad thing to be, Well, I don't know what else to say about that. 

JF:And would you go back?Can you go back? Were you put out on an 
exit...? 

BB:No. I cannot...I was allo•ed to leave the country ouite normally. 
I've since become a. French citizen,so I supnose if I wanted to 
go back now I would have to onnly for a. visa. And* XX I've no 
means of kno•ing how they'll react to that, whether they'll Recent 
me or not. 

JF: But will you annly to go back? 

BB: No, not for the time being. No I think that •ould be a very 
stupid thing to do. I don't know. It's something I haven't resolved 
in my own mind. 

JP:And do you think that •hen you left...how do you think they 
were seeing you? Were they angry that they'd been kind of forced. 
by international 	 

BB: NO.If I understand you correctly...what would be their 
attitude to me now...did they regret letting me out? Well to start 
with, I know that right un to the last minute± there •as tremendous 
pressure fTom some people, senior reorle in the security police 
to stop my release at all costs. In fact I was,: told that they were 
exerting very strong nressureon the 15 inister of Justice not to 
have me released. I think that my release was probaby due, as 
I tried to exnlain to you earlier on, to the view held in 
government circles that it was a good move to make, but this was 
obviously not the opinion of everybody concerned. 	d 



53 
BREYTON BREYTONBACH, TAPE THREE, SIDE ONE.   

BB:...I think there is a very strong feeling of animosity from 
people within the security police, and what', ,:now the department 
of national security, against me. They told me sow, in so many 
words. As far as they are concerned they'll never change. And 
I'll always be a bloody thorn in thetr flesh. And they should have 
done away with me when they had me. And this is something they 
sincerely believe, some of them. 

And I don't htink they'll ever change their minds about that. 
But I suppose it was a cPlculated risk. I don't know how they-
assess it now. Whether they have their bitter....I was told when 
I was told when they caught me in 75 that they had argued str6ngly 
among themselves about whether they should have arrested me in 
73 and kept me in the country, and those who said they should 
have kept me were now ()lite happy to say, you see, we told you so. 
We let the bastard go and look what he's done.And I suppose the 
same thing has happened since then. 

But ant don't think I'm of any major concern to them. Damn it 
they've got far more important cats to be whipping that me. 

IF: Would you...you spoke about BRam Fisher as someone you would 
have considered to be a hero of white resistance, or resistance 
against the government which hapnened to be white. Is...are there 
any names more contemnorary among the whites that you would say 
this is a white I admthre...? 

BB:Yes...when I say admire, it's not necessarily a raad I could 
possibly have followed myself. If I may quote Picasso, or some 
body talking about him, completely out of context, I syppose tle 
only difference between Bram Fisher and myself, is that Bram Fisher 
is BF and I 	I. I could never have done what he had done, not 
in a million years. And now similarly yes there are people now 
you know...I don't know...I admire Beyers Naude a lot. Although 
I'm not at all religious and I do not agree with what would be 
the mainspring of hid particular line of oprosition.I admire 
people like Ray Suttr" Hugh LeUlin for instance, here, and 
others who have in some way sacrificed part of their lives 
in the struggle. 

I don't at the moment think there's any white person whose thinking 
I identify with entire4.y. 0* his theoretical conception of the 
struggle, but that's due to my ignorance, yog know, not knowing 
enough about what people are doing and saying.... 

JF:01(...I guess I could go on and on... 

""N 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40

