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apartheid.

The reason appears to lie partly in the fact that women are located principally
among the rank and file and few of them rise to leadership levels in popular
organisations. The incomplete representation of women in the structures of
resistance has been acknowledged and challenged by women who support the
United Democratic Front, the largest anti-apartheid alliance in the country.

The UDF, launched in 1983, is a grouping of about 600 organisations - some
of them local in nature and others nationally organised. They include youth
organisations, student groups, women's associations, trade unions, political bodies,
service organisations and residents' associations. They share the ideal of a non-
racial, unitary South Africa based on democratic principles.

The UDF Women's Congress, formed last year, is largely concerned with
ensuring that "all campaigns of the Front are organised in such a way as to facilitate
the maximum participation of women".

As the analysis of categories of women detainees given elsewhere in this
document shows, the women who have been detained in the last year appear to be
held for their roles within broader community organisations - not for the
performance of distinct women's groups.

While women's groups are still highly regarded today, a new determination
among activists to fight sexism along with racism and economic exploitation marks
a departure from the established tradition of women's organisations within the anti-
apartheid struggle.

The history of women's participatioggn ﬁi)uth Africa is virtually as old as the
formal constitution of the region as {\S‘t?on—s cr?é‘o In the period between 1910 and
1920, black women participated in &irly campaigifgagainst the dreaded "pass" - the

document which allowed a limiteﬂ:nu T w{ Rpople access to the cities and
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d4n Mah#éma Gandhi's early

to the jobs they offered. 3
In the same period, women particj

the r&strictions on movement of
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experiments in non-violent resist4hce
Indian South Africans.

Some 40 years later, when ma%sive passiVe rgsistance campaigns were
launched against discriminatory legis&' ted by the white minority
government, women were among thosemmd racial laws and offered
themselves up for arrest in their thousands.

This served as a preface to the most extensive and sustained campaign
launched by women - the campaign against the extension of the "pass” system to
women,

Marches on Government offices, isolated cases of "pass" burnings, work
stayaways were among the methods women used to fight the Government as their
officials moved from area to area and attempted to issue the hated document.

The campaign, organised by the Federation of South African Women which
had been formed just two years earlier, climaxed with a mass march by 20 000
women on the Prime Minister's office in Pretoria in August 1956 to deliver masses
of written protests to his doorstep. Finding Prime Minister Strydom's office empty,
the women stood in silent protests for 30 minutes, before singing their defiant chant:
"Strydom, you have tampered with the women - You have struck a rock - You have
unleashed a boulder - And you will be crushed".

The protest and the anthem have passed into the folklore of political
organisations. The structures of Fedsaw survived the test of time less well. It was a
federal structure which had as its mainstay the Women's League of the African
National Congress.

When the ANC was outlawed, Fedsaw was crippled and only last year have
women's organisations regained sufficient ground to contemplate resuscitating the
federation.

This does not mean that women have been inactive - but rather that their
struggles have been focused on specific issues or channelled through more general
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Specific conditions reported by women in detention

* Sanitation

Women tend to object more than men to dirty cells, broken toilets, bucket
toilets, lack of adequate ablution facilities, lack of soap, shampoo, towels.
Detainees must usually buy their own toiletry items with the little amount of
spending money that they are permitted per week, if indeed they have access to the
prison shop with high prices and few items. Women may be given no sanitary
towels when menstruating, or perhaps only three per woman per period.

Bedding may not be changed regularly, and often sheets are not provided at
all. These conditions will vary, depending on the location of incarceration.

¢ Diet

All detainees complain about the quality of food in prison. Breakfast may
consist of weak tea or coffee with bread; lunch may be pap and soya or mealie meal
with tea or coffee and bread, sometimes with jam; supper may consist of some type
of meat (not always) with cabbage or in a watery stew. Once a week there may be
fish or eggs, sometimes with an apple on Sundays. Supper may often be given
before 16h00, with nothing until 7h00 the next morning.

If detainees or prisoners have the money and access to the prison shop, they
may supplement their prison fare, but depending on the day that purchases are
allowed, the tinned food is often reported as having gone off, and fresh fruit and
vegetables are not available. Some wc,n@gmi ison have reported special dietary
problems which are exacerbated bec‘g\&k of tr}fggém& diet and lack of proper

treatment. "

In the 18 months before T ris@{anégnl relgased from prison, she
developed a severe allergy to maity types of . Héa diet was not supplemented;
only the items that she could not &t w oyed. became ill and her weight
dropped to 42 kilos before her diet was . Herdfellow prisoners were not
permitted to share their food with hgr. \ ?

[

- "Privileges” \Y AHD

Depending on the nature of detentio H the location, exercise may consist of
anywhere from 10 minutes per day to several hours. While the only facility may be
access to a communal cement court yard, several women have reported
experiencing problems from trying to jog or exercise on concrete. However, those
injuries are far preferable to being only permitted to be outside for 10 minutes a
day.

Study privileges and newspapers must be fought for, for awaiting trial
prisoners or detainees. Those held in solitary confinement under security legislation
have no access to books, newspapers, letters, study privileges, or any contact with
the "outside world".

* Pregnancy

The issue of pregnancy for women in detention is a very serious one. Some
women are pregnant when they are first detained. If the women do not miscarry,
they must carry their pregnancy to term, often under intolerable conditions.

The medical attention they receive - if, in fact, they receive any - is poor.
Women have been beaten and tortured while they are already in poor health
resulting from pregnancy without adequate care, food, medical attention, and
exercise. Women have had to give birth under prison conditions. When they have
not been released, they must either try to care for their infants under the same bad
conditions, or be separated from their infants at a time when the health of mother
and child depend on their being together. Often for these young women, no more
than children themselves, this is their first experience of childbirth, with which they
must cope alone and without the support and comfort of family and friends. A
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« A 16-year-old girl was interrogated with torture and electric shock.
She refused to become a state witness and an informer and was locked in a
mortuary for 30 minutes.

e A 16-year-old girl, during interrogation, was taken outside, stripped,
had water poured over her, and denied food for the first 16 hours of
detention.

» A 15-year-old girl was held in solitary confinement. Tear gas was
poured into her cell while she was asleep. She suffered a swollen face, and
pain in her stomach and chest.

« A young female child was arrested with 7 others and charged with
arson. They were forced to sign statements with unknown contents at the
charge office where they were assaulted. Her mother said she had whip
marks all over her body.

» A middle-aged woman was assaulted while being detained. After
being charged, she was refused the right to lay a charge. She was badly
bruised, had blood in her urine, a swollen face and loose teeth.

e A 15-year-old girl was tortured with electric shock by police and
administration board officials.

» A 14-year-old girl was detained and beaten for 3 hours with a
sjambok. No medical treatment resulted in bad scarring.

» A 16-year-old girl was detained and beaten; police held her down
while she was being given electric shocks.

Women in the community as vi g@d‘ hl

The conditions of women in d nt1on are ({Q% one aspect of the repression
that women face. Women in the com nity en the victims of assaults,
vigilante attacks, house burningssshoo forces and very often,
municipal police or "kitskonstabels" are perp ratorscof open brutality, random
harassment, and attacks on the fafili es ofactivists. Since so many
activists have been detained, or have d ed, repression against their families
has become a trend. Family members softietimes taken as hostages in order to
elicit information about activists' wherggabouts, Masked informers are used to
identify people and "wanted" lists are lHtm Rumours and false information
manipulated by state forces create fear and mistrust in terrorized communities.

Women are affected by the detention, assault and disappearance of their family
members. Often it is the sole breadwinner of an extended family that is detained or
killed.

Women are victims as community members, wives, mothers, and as activists.
Vigilante action has been responsible for the killing and raping of many
women. The brutal murder of Victoria Mxenge in Natal in 1985, a leading lawyer
and leader in both UDF and NOW, whose husband was also murdered by unknown

vigilantes, has never been solved.

» Police arrived at a woman's home looking for her son. They
assaulted her and her two young daughters in order to find out where the
son was. One daughter was forced into the boot of a car and threatened
with imprisonment if she did not give them the information.

* Al2-year-old girl was shot in the back while walking home from the
shop. She was hospitalised for one month under police guard, prior to
being taken to prison. The doctors said that they could not remove the
bullet for fear of paralysis. She was given a 5-year suspended sentence for
stone-throwing.

* A 24-year-old woman was shot while walking home from the shop.
She was detained in isolation for 2 weeks with 100 pellets in her legs, and
no medical treatment. Upon her release, she found that she had lost her job
as a domestic worker.

There have been many counts of women having had their homes burnt and
















Page 18

Sister Mary Bernard Ncube

Sister Bernard is a 53-year-old nun who lives in St. Mary's Convent in Kagiso,
Krugersdorp. She is known throughout her community with deep affection as 'Mma
Rona' (Our Mother) - the mother of Kagiso. She is a member of the Companian of
St. Angela of the Diocese and Congregation of Johannesburg. Sister Bernard has
been a nun since 1955. She comes from a deeply religious Catholic family and has
always been known as a deeply spiritual person with a commitment to her
community and especially to women. She was elected president of Fedtraw in
1984.

She is the only nun ever to be charged with political offences in South Africa,
and she is currently on trial, charged with subversion, sedition, and assault, along
with 13 other residents from Kagiso and Munsieville.

"T was detained on the eve of the State of Emergency in June 1986. I did not
have time to put my things together and could only take a few of the supplies that I
knew I would need. They took me to the police station and there 1 saw many of my
friends from the community who had also been detained. We then knew that there
was to be another State of Emergency, but we did not know how long we were
going to be detained."”

Sister Bernard was held in solitary confinement under Section 29 of the
Internal Security Act for over one year, spending a total of 16 months in detention.

"Our prisons are man-made 'hells on earth’, places of torture and suffering.
What do you think of an animal in a cag#) wigl all of its instincts to be out there free
to move, longing to live its life, as Q@s meant §)jhe Creator? Now it finds itself in
manacles, unable to move or enJO}sbth reedom géd gave it. I thought that I was
one of them during those month mmds parents, everythmo that
was meant to help me be a human be1 en zway. I was a kind of a robot.
Someone decided when I could om o in, when and what I was to eat.
Everything was controlled Ilived at of sgg.heone else. Ilearned what it
was to be resigned.”

She was originally detained undsr the Emengency Regulations, along with
another Sister from her convent, Wh%i health when she was detained and
died subsequent to her release. The death oOf her ‘sister’ was very difficult for
Bernard, especially since she only heard about it some months later. She was
entirely separated from her community of nuns. "No one even told me that my
sister had died, and when I found out there was nothing I could do except pray; and
I had no one to talk to. I still can't believe that it is true because I haven't been
allowed to go back and see her grave.

Sister Bernard's own health was jeopardised in detention. Due to a medical
condition, she requires a special diet and certain medical supplies. She had to fight
for several months to have her dietary and medical needs met; "The doctor in prison
did what he could, but it was very difficult to get what I needed."

Sister Bernard spent 23 hours a day in complete isolation from the rest of her
fellow detainees and the rest of the world. Upon her incarceration she was told that
she had "lost all her civil rights now'. "Without any civil rights", queried Sister
Bernard. "how are you still a human being, what kind of an object is a person? I
didn't know what that entailed at the beginning. Gradually I came to understand it
was a period in which you have nothing to do with the world and your friends. You
are just kept there in that cage. Time and space seem non-exsistent because you just
live from day to day. You need a strong spirit in you to build you up in these
periods because you have nothing else.”

With no one to speak to, nothing to read except her Bible, and no contact with
the outside world. Sister Ncube's faith and commitment to her community only
deepened in detention. " I have a deeper strenght than ever and a deeper
commitment.”

"The Bible meant a lot to me, it was an answer to my situation in a very
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Detention of women
—— the statistics

There are four main types of detention in South Africa. People are incarcerated
under security legislation, detained under state of emergency regulations, because
they have been charged and are awaiting trial or on trial without being released on
bail, or because they have been convicted.

All statistics must be considered to be only estimates. Information is very
difficult to obtain from the police and the prison service. Facts vary from each area
of the country and depend on each state of emergency and the degree of its
enforcement. The following statistics have been derived from the DPSC files of
names of people who have been held under emergency regulations or other
legislation. The list is by no means comprehensive, but will provide a basis for
extrapolation that indicates the magnitude of detentions.

Detention of women under the State of Emergency 1986/1987

These statistics are derived from the DPSC files of names of those people who
are known to have been held under the Emergency. In many cases, the gender of a
detainee is not known and could not be deduced by the name given. Those
detainees were assumed to be male for the purpose of the DPSC statistics. The
figure of 12,2% of detainees who are kn Hibe women is used, but the real
proportion is likely to be conmderale( bd e use this percentage and a
conservative estimate of 25 000 pedple detalned békween June 1986 and June 1987,
the total number of women detaingd colld b aged to be at least 3050. Tt
seems that this figure of 12% has@een onsi%ﬂ-ugyghout the State of
Emergency.

While no official figures ha% b , this IE'rcentage does tally with the
figure of 12,5% of female children hel e poli®e revealed in April 1987.
According to the police, 12,5% of the dre held on the 15th of April 1987 were
female. The total number was 1 424 &g ed from 12 to 18 years. It is known
that 107 women were re-detained in Jun hlle they were already in
detention; but again, the actual number of all the people detained are not known.

The following statistics analyse emergency detentions according to age, target
group, organisation and affiliation, and area. They were compiled to represent
detentions in June 1987.

Detention of women under security legislation

Despite the existence of the State of Emergency, detentions under "normal"
security legislation have increased.

When the police release a figure of the numbers of people detained under
security laws, they often do not release the names of those held. Therefore, it is not
possible to know how many women are detained under this legislation. It is also
not possible to reconcile the overall number of detentions known to the DPSC with
the official information released. All DPSC estimates must be considered to be
conservative. The following data will give an overall impression of the use of
security legislation in the detention of women. The recent levels of security
detainees are the highest for many years and can be seen to be a reflection of the
degree of resistance and repression that have characterised the past three years.

» Section 28 of the Internal Security Act

This section provides for indefinite "preventative” detention and is primarily
used to remove political opponents from the community for lengthy periods.
However, since 1984, when 28 people were known to be detained under this
section, its use has largely fallen away due to successful court challenges and heavy
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Restriction orders/bannings/deportations

There is an increasing use of regulation 7 (1) of the emergency regulations
which provides for the restriction from political activities or confinement to
specified areas when detainees are released. Of the restriction orders served on
people who were released in the 1986/87 period, 30 (47%) were women, most of
whom were white.

It is used instead of detention for curtailing political involvement. For
example, Janet Cherry, Sue Lund, and Claire Verbeek were released with restriction
orders forbidding them from taking part in activities or organisations. Penelope
Mosetle and Dorcas Dikana, who gave birth in detention, were released with their
infants and restriction orders.

Deportations have been most commonly used in the bantustan areas.

However, one woman, Anika van Gylswyrk, of the Black Sash, a Swedish passport
holder, was deported after being released from detention. Chris Bonner, a regional
secretary of the Chemical Workers Industrial Union, was detained for 2 weeks at
the beginning of the State of Emergency, and is still appealing against a deportation
order.

Banning and banishment orders are used more extensively by the bantustan
regimes. For example, in the Transkei, people seen as opponents of the government
are restricted to certain areas, banished to remote areas, or deported from the
bantustan back to South Africa or elsewhere.
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Shirley Gunn and Arletta Ngobese were both charged with similar offences, but in
their trials, were found not guilty.

Perhaps the offence which the state finds most opprobrious is that of furthering
the aims of the ANC. People who are obvious sympathisers of that organisation set
a very dangerous example to other politically aware individuals in the community,
and are therefore mercilessly treated, in order to discourage sympathisers. In June
1986, Elizabeth Erasmus and Fuad Kallie were charged with making an ANC flag
which was flown at an ANC funeral. They were acquitted in early 1987.
Nontembiso Ndabeni of Port Elizabeth, along with five others was charged in 1986
with furthering the aims of the ANC, as was Brendaline Marks and Vernon
Roussouw, of the Cape. Neither case has come to a conclusion yet.

The wave of popular protest which marked the current period of South African
resistance history has kept up its momentum, though perhaps in 1987, it took on a
lower-keyed form of expression. However, the high visibility of many of the
protests was manifested in the attempts by the police to crush such demonstrations
of the public will. A number of trials were launched, dealing with such subjects as
arson, public violence, attempted murder, terrorism and subversion.

Many of these arose out of the Vaal resistance to high rents, and although
many were only recently brought on trial, they have been in detention for very long
periods - some well over a year. During 1986, three women were in a group of 13
who were charged as above. They were found not guilty of the terrorism, but were
convicted of public violence and given suspended sentences.

Also in the Vaal area, Maria Sobekwgaiid higtzhers were arraigned on charges
of subversion and murder, but were acgwhtted. Subv@@ion as a charge is often used
to attack those who undermine the legitimagy of anthdfities such as councillors.

In March 1987, 11 people wereﬁrou o cBarged with murder, though
in circumstances which clearly indicgte a politicdl motivation. Regrettably, the
DPSC knows little about this case, byt ee weainen and two minors
involved. The case is still in progress. ﬂ:%mliticz@y—related trial involving an
apparent common law offence is that ef Phyllis Fante, who on April 1987 was
found guilty of attempted murder. § °

A case involving direct ANC links B.lrban 1986/7. The protagonists
were Robert McBride and Greta Appelgren. The former was alleged to be a trained
guerilla, who enlisted the help of Ms. Appelgren on a self-chosen mission which he
saw as a retaliatory action for a raid into a neighbouring state by SA forces, in
which ANC members had been killed. His action took the form of a car bomb,
involving loss of life. He has been sentenced to death, while Greta Appelgren
received a sentence of 21 months, as she was found not to have been aware of
McBride's intentions.

Many of the detainees held for long periods under Emergency Regulations or
security legislation have only recently been charged with offences and are in the
process of being brought to trial. The plethora of trials throughout the country that
have recently resulted in convictions or are now in process are clogging the courts,
depleting the limited resources of support organisations, and severely stretching the
legal counsel available for trials that by their very nature are political. People have
been convicted of and are on trial for : Treason; terrorism; subversion; sedition;
sabotage; possession of banned literature; murder; arson; assault; furthering the
aims of banned organisations; public violence; membership in the ANC;
intimidation; attending an illegal gathering; contravention of the Police Act;
harbouring suspected terrorists; malicious damage to property; kidnapping;
publishing subversive statements; refusing to testify; possession of weapons;
contravention of emergency regulations; public disturbances; illegal displaying of
placards; illegal picketing; incitement; leaving the country illegally; contravention
of the Internal Security Act; illegal possession of grenades; distribution of illegal
pamphlets; photographing an illegal gathering; receiving military training; illegal
strikes; possession of banned T- shirts...
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A letter from
Pollsmoor Prison
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Many young people are presently incarcerated in South African prisons having been

convicted on the charge of public violence. Two 19 year old women were

sentenced to Pollsmoor Prison with the "Wynberg Seven" in Cape Town. Venetia

de Klerk writes from prison:

Sitting here in the sewing room beside the window, the direct
sunshine slowly warms up my whole body for I began feeling cold all
over when I started sewing seams and replacing lost buttons. Everv stitch
I sew reminds me of home! Thoughts of my parents, my sisters Lydia and
Jenny, also my brothers Dereck and Eddie, and of course my nephew
Kurt who lives with us. Eddie will be celebrating his sixteenth birthday
on September ninth. I wish I could be there with them all!

I can still remember my sixteenth birthday. Daddy was so proud of
me - his "little baby girl" he used to call me. Now, three years later, I find
myself here in Pollsmoor Prison.

Because I studied needle work as a subject at high school up to
standard ten, the wardress gave m}sﬂn: jbbof seamstress. It is quite a job
with all the work to be done. Al?& sit here Ty, mind flows back to the
past. Now and then the tears ip my eyes.

1 am thinking now of thét bea}iful en fxock mummy made for
me when I was five years old. It had | rill§ and ribbons. Everyone
in the hall said I looked like®@ do njght I won first prize in the
Junior Ballroom competitiori. I hat has happened to that little
partner who danced so light-fqote e? I1%uppose he won't believe
it if he could see what has happengd to nQw.

Then I ran in the Western Pﬁ%lﬁ hool sports annual races. How
proud it made me feel when I wore irst-prize blue badge! Until
recently I used to work at weekends for a supermarket to earn my own
pocket money to buy some sewing material for the beautiful skirts I
would make for myself. My girlfriends were a little bit envious because
of all those beautiful skirts. I can also remember doing the weekly
shopping and helped mummy with her housework. She always bought
me a slab of chocolate then because she knew I couldn't resist it.

Evenings at home: Daddy and Dereck always came home at five o'
clock. They worked very hard as my father owns a busy building
contractor's business. Every night after they had showered we would all
sit around the table enjoying the evening meal. Afterwards we would all
get set for a game of snooker in the front room which daddy had set aside
for our recreation, just for his family to relax and to be together. I won
most games and it often ended with Eddie calling me a cheat!

Sometimes I feel that I just want to scream at someone as I sit here
and think back on the normal life I had led until now. I know that I've
done nothing wrong. What am I doing in this place? I just want to go
home but I know my cries will fall on deaf ears. The first two months
have passed quickly. We were trying to adjust to this foreign
environment and now we are falling into the prison pattern as all other
prisoners have to.

How did all this come about? I clearly remember that day two years
ago on the 15th of October, 1985. At that time there was unrest in all
our schools. Everyone was caught up in the situation. That particular
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arranged by the Wynberg Crises Centre. It was at that meeting that my
daddy told a huge audience that he would stand by us and give us all his
support.

PP After his speech I felt like throwing my arms around him for I never
knew that he would have had the courage. As it was Sunday we left
immediately after the meeting to go to a church service at the Heathfield
Methodist Church which was conducted by Reverend Simons. In the
sanctuary of the Church it made me feel good and I held mummy's hand
as we walked towards the pew.

We, as a family, knelt before the altar for our communion before the
other members of the congregation. The Rev. Simons told the
congregation about my plight in that I was the teenage girl of the
"Wynberg Seven" that must go to prison the next day. After a long
silence they prayed for me and many began to weep. I saw a man right in
front of me wipe his eyes openly. As we left the service the people held
or shook my hand saying : "God will go with you tomorrow, my girl."”

When we arrived at home we moved around the house speaking
very little. I remember going to my room and packing and unpacking my
case. Mummy came into my room and just looking at me broke down
and cried her heart out. Later when it became apparent that no one was
going to sleep that night, Daddy sent for the family doctor who gave us
sedatives to make us sleep.

The day of my leaving dawned all tﬁi)' soon. I bathed and did my
hair just like someone going to a N Miglittle nephew, Kurt, sat
outside in the car and I could se, at he did r%really understand what
was really happening. < o

The Monday morning ws:gath&d e of Mr and Mrs
Enous in Wynberg before leaging for Poli§moor. CAfter prayers and
speeches we left and all the vy t or, as=<laddy drove, I sat at the
back of the car with my brother Edgye™giheld gie tightly in his arms
while I just cried softly all the way. He d to pacify me, saying :"Don't
cry Nercia, don't cry. You have t strong. Everything is going to be
altight.” g SRR Treine s ome

We arrived at Pollsmoor prison at noon. A large crowd of people
had come to show their solidarity with the "Wynberg Seven".
Everywhere people stood crying because they had become part of these
tragic circumstances.

A police helicopter whined uncaringly above them describing
constricting circular patterns like a noose. Police guarded the entrance to
the prison with leashed vicious dogs.

The crowd softly sang freedom songs and after my family said
goodbye, I cried when the huge gates shut me in. Mummy whispered that
she would be bringing me a large chocolate slab on her very first visit.

This week my parents have had their thirty-minute visit.

They have had to choose who would see me as only one visitor per
visit is allowed. Daddy always let mummy come to see me while he
waits outside. I know that he cannot bear to see me like this!

Soon the Christmas visit will be coming up. I know it will be a sad
day for all our family. On her last visit mummy expressed concern at my
apparent loss of weight and said to me : "I've brought you two slabs of
chocolate but they refused to take it. Now I must take it back home
again.” "Give it to Kurt. I don’t know what chocolate tastes like
anymore,” I told her.

We stared into each other's eyes as the thirty minute visit was over
leaving so much unsaid.
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Wathint’ Abafazi,
Wathint’ Imbokotho

(You have struck the women, you have struck the rock)

This famous song of the courage and resistance of South African women was first
sung on August 9, 1956. The leaders of Fedsaw were banned, exiled, imprisoned
and charged; effectively silencing the organisation.

Three decades later, women's organisations have taken a new form and have
survived despite the detention of the officials and members and constant state
harassment. Women have organised in the community to resist unjust rents, rising
living costs, transport issues, removals, unemployment, the Koornhof Bills, police
and army in the townships, unfair work conditions, and the detention of children. In
fact, it is often the women in the community who must organise resistance, as they
are the most affected during the prolonged absences of men.

We are now entering the third year of living under a State of Emergency.
Despite the detentions and repression, women are continuing to struggle and to fight
back. The detentions of women and their families have shown that women have the
strength to survive, to resist, and to organise. The continuing repression has
politicised women as never before.

The detention of women throughouthis period of state onslaught is an
indication of their participatiom@x\gﬁeffectl ss in mobilising resistance. But
despite the achievements of w&ne.ai in the corfmunity, women have to fight two

struggles. Women have orgailise orkpdaice and have been at the forefront
of many militant strikes. Bubtuniofis h cen Row to develop women's
programmes and take up issfies ofai ce tavomen at the bargaining table.

Women's issues, as always, d becaiise women's full participation is
prevented by responsibilities ag h , tratlition® husbands, and the double shift of
work that women must do, and \]&ich is "never done". Women's activities in the
community are curtailed due to cﬁ ime and access. While women have been
mobilised in large numbers in the comiiiunity, it has been against almost
insurmountable odds that women's organisations set up to address the problems of
women as women have survived. A rare example of such mobilisation was the
women's stayaway organised in Port Alfred in response to rape in their township.

In the 1980's, women's organisations all over the country began uniting in
regions. The membership democratically determined the objectives based on
regional conditions and issues. Women were adamant that women's issues be seen
as integral to the political issues in the country. The launch of the UDF Women's
Congress and the revival of FEDSAW both occurred during 1987. These major
national federations are committed to the basic principles of non-racialism, non-
sexism, and democracy and to the development of women's participation in
grassroots organisations.

Despite the debilitating effects of the State of Emergency combined with
vigilante actions, which severely limited consolidation and strategy, the very fact
that two such major events took place attests to the spirit of women.




