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MESSAGE FROM WALTER SISULLU TO NATIONAL EDUCATION.
CRIS!S COMMITTEE

15 DCCEMBER 19p9
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{ saiute you in reaching arother miiestone in your SiOormy oaisience.
1 greer yno o all at a time wher we are experiencinyg tl.e mcst sarsus
rrici= in the history of education in our country. WrMGis{ 11 371500,
we lea nt of the sterlinra work vou were doing on lhie &CUISon
frart, The fac: 1that vou were able to contirue vour wors auring

a perlod ot ~epression s admirauie,

I would have loved to attend | osur confererce but regrec  thai

I am Jnanle tn dn s, The, %ﬂ:’éﬂis"ﬁs\/er‘y important organisaiiw
ard tne siruigale on the am;g\on front is a.’@)_ute{y crucial.

Your «~gafe  Ace comes$ 3 tim@ in the nisrary of

-
our  strunqgle, Ever &irce 3 peo;n - who formm the
vast myarice of the D\%Lii&:ﬁ een deEd equal or proper
eTun iy, rerms of eve resourcl®, monev, fac:ititias
S Lath ALY Gl ‘s been placec in a nigtny

o LI 1 O S e svihat t& could occu@®y the highest position
3

fn e e ety Blacis wel AeHB be the drawers of water

Witk tha  oagzisa of the Banrtu Educaton Act n 1953 and ol
Arleeaucaoral 'aws,  education was  plunged 1nto even  greaier
Cirisia, Thiz cerigis has  increased, Today in one country we
nave  over o gozen  educatiora’ systeme.  Tre education  sfructure

E i g niTngsl o stare et Al

m

e, Tha DET is in a mess. s the
nosition under Lthe House of Representarives anc House of UDeleqs =
an, betler? I dcubt it What however s evident IS tnat

corcyrtinn s tie order ¢ the dav. The c¢risis which pervaaes
all aypactz of South African society (s reflected in educelion atso,
What js  thaa subr? Troauand:s arc thousanrncs of black ohiidiren
roam the siree!'s. Schacis are in sueh & chaotic state that our

vontg people are Cnaole to pursue mesningful studies.  Whal

HE
L]

more. there s no incentr.e to studv, Even if they aco yo to scnoor,

Witiel & semenen
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what do they do afler matriculating? There are no jobs and there

is mo future! That is the present fate of our young people.

The NECC was formed to intervene in this crisis. Qur people

and their leaders knew the wvalue of education. Our people are

hurngry = not on!y for food - but also r‘for' education, We want
our childrer 1o be at school. We waml/?: learn. We want them
to equip themselves. We want them to qualify as doctors, lawyers,
accountants, engineers, as teachers, elc. We want thnem to acquire
all the skills necessary in a modern technological society. This
is necessary not only for tocay - but also to ensure that the

South Atrica of tomorrow, a free South Africa, a mnon-racial South
Africa, will have at spnﬁ“ fh citizens who will contribure
to the re-construction u&(\oransformaﬁio of our country in the

interests of the populatno as a whole, ,L
pare%, teachers, students,
to ensm"e that our chilidren

When the NECC was fgmec
and all those mvolvg

are able ‘o return to scr to ubt.:n( some education. But

?

ever ¥ fail to appreciate

tre finncriant role that thNECC could plgy to normalise education.
Imstezs ot sceking an zﬂa i% and co-operation with the

NECC, the government - for its own political purposes - acted

the acc=+-menat - as  intran

righ-handed!y and restricted the organisation. Scores of people
involved in :he NECC were detained. How foolish of government
to try to break the NECC! However, this high-handec¢ action has
not solvea thc probiem, How can ii? Instead the problem has

got worse,

It is quite clear ta all that the apartheid system is the major
us
cause of thc pronlems presently besetting/on the education front.

't is also quite clear that for a democratic system of education

te become a reality, the apartheid system will have to go. A
democratic educationai s\slem is only possible in a democratic
Southr Africa, It is also clear that we need to commit ourselves

to bring about this basic Llransformation of our societvy to make

possibie the introductior of a democratic educational system for:

all ! C N BRI

i i e b Al




_'..'._...-

-Au;._.\.xdu.__........w u.;_.-A_z.L.. Pannid m

112 89 12128 + " ® @21 236693 DE LANGE FAX GRP

all the citizens of our couniry,

But the problem does net end there! We cannot leave the question
of educating our young o the day when the apartheid system
is endet /hat rmust our c¢hildren do today? Must they forget
ab.Jat eaucation wuntil liberation comes? Does rejecting the status
quo and the presen! cystem of sducation mean that we must not
make use of existing educational opportunities - |imited though
they may be? When | observe the situation, | get the impression
that many of our students and youth in general are of the view

that if they reject the present system of education, then it means

that they must bring the whoie school system to a standstil, They
seem to thirk that because thf‘ qtlonal system 1{s rotten, we
need "ot attend =choo! oany a to present day studies.

i am not criticising thtb&r-ole that our {’ﬁuth have played and

are playing in the |j@ration’ stirug | salyte their contribution

ansforming the situation

for they have playccb"‘a ma}
hut | am criticising Ois negative awfitude witrg;egar‘d to education.
it is suicical for ouMyOLu abandgi*their studies today

- nNo matler Now meagre ities 4Bd how disterted the

sSysiem We must find .thc ”Ag‘\ ula ! On the one hand our
young people must - A E - centinue to participate
in the struggie for libDeratlior. 3 the same time it is also
very  importart that we learmn to read and write, that we equip
ourse:ves, that we acquire all the skills and krnowiedge possibie
no matter what the harcicaps. We need to do this -~ not only
for t1ogay - but for thce South Africa of tomorrow. How are we

going to wuplift our people on the basis of ignorance? How are
we goirg to make sure that a post-apartheid South Africa will
have capable peopic 10 run the country, to run the mines, the
Tactories, the farms and all the administrative organs necessary
in the modern tcchro ogical society? Have we not learntfrom ihe
experierce of countri:xs such as Mozambique who beca:mne tota:ly
depenaent on foreigne-s to run lhe country and the economy?l In
our endeavour to tra:sform our country, are we going to be h:id
hnstage by those who have he skills bus are not committed to
a liberated South £ frica? We camnnot allow our country to be

heia to ramsom by privileged yroups.

Therefcre / ......
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Therefcre comrades, no ratter what the difficulties, no matter

how bad the scheol system ma, pe, move forward and whiist flaghting
for Iiberation, make surc that our children atternc schocis and
universities, colieges  and technikons etc to equip themselves.
Thne liberation movement ~eeds people with education and skilis.

The future democratic Suvu'h Africa also needs such people.

This is the wheilerge wnich faces vou of the NECC as you assemble
te discusz the eddeation cris’s in pur country., | nave no doubt

that you will rise to the occasion and give our country a lead.

Fimaity, buecause the NELL 15 part of the Mass Democratic Movement,

hd
it mus: nvolve parerts, t\@an hl\g’tudems in the stru.sie
‘o whics | have -‘efer*ec:.Q‘Twat means thgvfhe NECC must operate

~recAartiealty and musl be ccoun le. he structures created

h

£

Dy ne NECC must e U mocy 3 d_"iccountability. Onty

in this way will wembe able the @atlenges of todayv.

ou

! once again comvev ¢fy vo ifhes to mypur conference and
trust thar 1t owill be suwcecesstul ‘respect.¢D<

gy
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