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Friends, comrades t and the people of Natal, l greet you ati, I do so in the name of peace, the peace
that is so desperately and urgently needed in this region,

In Natal, apartheid is a deadly cancer in our midst, setting house against house, and eating away at
she precious ties that bind us together . T?-is strife amongst ourselves wastes our energy and destroys
our unity . My message to those of you involved in this battle of brother against brother is thin take
your guns, your knives, and your pangas, and throw them into the sea . Close down the death
factories . End this war now!

We also come together today to renew the ties that make us one people, and to reaffirm a single
united strand against the oppression of apartheid. Sihlangena lapba ukuze sibuyisane; Sibonisane
indlela yokwekha ubumbano olurga eZU kwalolu olukhona manfe . U imbarx~ Iwethu yinsika
nesisekelo lornzabalazo wokuphelisa izcnhlupheko bobubha okudatwa wucindezelo oluyisitha
sethu conk. Lolucindezelo kanye rxodlame oludafwa yifO, singeku.qede uma silwa, sishayarta sodwva .

The people of Natal have taught a long and bard struggle against oppression . The v 1ory of the array

of King Cetshwayo kaMpande at the Battle of Isendfwane in 1879 has been an inspiration for those d
us engaged in the struggle for rust ce and freedom in South Africa ~t Isarxfwana, disciplined Zulu
regiments, armed only with shields and spears, but filled wrtrt courage and determination, thrust beak
the guns and cannons of the Brrt~sr +mpenaltsts,

When the gratin finally managed to defeat the Zulu kingdom, iney cw~ded it up into thirteen new
chiefdorrS Later, they annexed the area and gave the laid to white farmers. In 1906, in the reign of
Dinuzulu kaCetshwayo, the coloniatsts ~rrtroduced the Poll Tax and other reguiatrons designed to
force Atncans to work for wages on whtlO farms . The Zulu per. ted by Chief Bambatha, refused to
bow their proud heads and a pawertul spent of resistance deve ed . wnwh, like the battle of
Isand!wana, inspired generations of South Afrx ans .

The ANC pays tribute to these bera+c str gtes of the Zulu people to cor>t,at oppressbn . And we are
very proud that from the rams of the Zuki people have emerged outstaying cadres of the ANC ark
national leaders like cube, eme . art# LutUh . We rear s{ another son of Natal the young and
talented Communist party organiser . Joh,aones Nkosr, wt, with three others, was brutally murdered
in 1930, when he led a mayor into Ourdan to protesx trie hated pass laws

Another strand in the struggle againw oppression began with the torrn,at~on, right here ~n Natal, of the
first black pol ical organisation in Air . The Natal fndian Congro utourwded in 189, began a
tradition of extra •partiamentary protest that aantinues into the present The next decade saw theincreasing radicalisation of Indian polar und6r the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi .
No-19O6, ngenkathi uBarnbatha eh~o1a arnavryo aborrx abu etwa imps yokucMha ukhandampor 1we .
abafowethu abadabuka eNdiya berx twa r Mahatma Gandhi babeira jnipr yokuphelisa
ingcindiezelo ngaphansi komtx .iso wama-Ngrsa . M1913

	

sebenzr bamaNdiya sibal na beteleka
ezimboni zikashukela nemmalahle . ' LezLzlnyatr)ek zi onisa abartu abacirwdezelwe eNingizimu Al nkabeiwa umzabalazo wokuphelisa ukuxhasrtazwa rx kucrndezelwa, Leirzinyathelo zaba irisetelo
ebalulekileyo embusweni wen indezeb wamaNgisi,
In the passive resister a campaign of 1946, over 2000 Indians went to jail, rrrr,anv for occupying land



reserved for whites . The campaign made clear the common nature of Indian and African oppression,

and the necessity of united resistance . i n 1947, this led to the Xuma-NaickerQadoo Pact, and to the

joint action Of Africans and Indians in the Defiance Campaign of 1 952. We remind the people of

Natal of this long and proud tradition of co-operation between Africans and Indians against racial

discrimination and other forms of injustice and oppression Our unity is our defence, and the

unmaking of our oppressors, We are extremely disturbed by recent acts of violence against our

Indian compatriots. The perpetrators of these acts are enemies of the liberation movement,

The other great struggle in Natal has been that of the workers. In 1926, the Durban branch of the ECU

powerfully voiced the grievances of migrant workers on the docks, railways and local industries, In the

1970s Durban workers led the country in a rrwvemerft to organise and figtIt for workers' rights . In

January 1973, 2000 workers at the Coronatson Brick and Tile Factory in Durban came out on strike

They were followed by workers all over Duman .

Out of these strikes grew a host of new unions, new union federations, and eventually, Co tu, the

biggest and most powerful labour organtsat~on ~n our history . We recognise that battles won in

industrial disputes can never be permanently secure wrthcut the necessary political changes . Our

Defiance Campaign has succeeded in forcing the governrr~arrt to scrap discriminatory laws and has

brought us to the point where we are beginnlr to glimpse the outlines of a new South Afrirca . The

MDt4 t 'i! ~~ to tirmnv to the powerful alliar a of workers and.progressive political organisatiara

Ihites, too, have rude a contnbutcn to the struggle in Natal. It began with the lonely voices of

bishop Colenso and his daughters who denounced irr~ er%alist injustices against the Zulu people aria

who campaigned vigorously forthe freedom of their leaden, The Natal Liberal Party waged a

steadfast campaigns against removals, and i s work has been c nt~nued by into the present by peopw

like Peter gown+ Whites also contnbuted s nrficantly to the resurgence of laur struggles in the

1970s through wages Comrn ss~n art the Trade Unions Advisory arxi fro-ordinatir Council. Our
struggle has won the participat n of every language and colour, every stripe ar~d hue in this country
These four strands of resistance and o ntsation have inspired all South Africans, and provide the

foundations of our struggle tray we sakite your proud and courageous history . Akekho narrinye
umurttu ongazidla azighayise r~ kLt

	

ebonakatayo kulomzabalazo nler abantu baseNatal

The past is a rich resource on whi t we can draw art order to make decisMonS for the future, but it doe3
not dictate our choices+ We should kok ba#c at the past and seat what is good, and leave behirxl

what is bad . The issue of chfefsh 's orre such puestx n Not only in Natal, tx~t all through the

country, there have been chiefs wtx have been good and honest leaders, who have piloted their

people through the dark days of ur oppression with stcsll . These are the chiefs who have looked one+

the interests of their people. arxi ~oho enfoy the support of theI( peOp We salute these tradnal

leaders .

But there have been many bad eats nho have profited from apartheid and who have increased the

burden on their people. we doer r

	

this misuse of office in the strongest recur .. There are also

chiefs who collaborated with the system . but who have $race seen the error of their ways . We

commend their change of heart Chiefly office is rat sornethrr~g that rustory has gNen to certain
individuals to use or abuse as they see 14 Like all fcrrr~s of leadership, it places specific

responsibilities on its holders . As Lutull, himseN a chief, put rt, 'a cruet is primarily a servant of the

people. He is the voice of h :s people'

The Zulu royal house continues today to entoy the refit of its SUbIects- It has a,glor*us history
We are cordident that s members will act ~n ways that will promote the well•being of all South

Africans .

The ANC offers a home to all who ascr ee to the pnrtcipies of a free, democratic, non-racial arxd unrt~d
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South Africa. We are committed to building a single nation in our country Our new nation ws11 +nctude
blacks and whites, Zulus and Afrikaners, and speakers of every other language . ANC
President•General Chief Lutuli said, " i personally bet~eve that here +n South Africa, with all of our
diversities of Colour and race, we will show the world a new pattern for democracy . He said ° t think
that there is a challenge to us in South Afnca, to set a new example for the world". This is the
challenge we face today .

To do this we must eliminate all forma of factionalism and regionalism We praise all organisations
which have fought to retain the dignity of our people . Although there are fundamental differences
between us, we commend Inkatha for their demand over the years far the unbanning of the ANC and

the release of political prisoners, as wolf as for their stand of refusing to par c pate in a negotiated
settlement w hoot the creation of the necessary climate . This stand of inkatha has contnbuted in no
small measure to making it difficult for the regime to +rr~ lament successive schemes designed to
perpetuate minority rule .

The 1986 Indaba solution proposed for Natal broke new ground +n so far as I addressed the questxn
of the exclusion from poli~ticaI power of the Afncan population of Natal and sought to make regoraf
change pioneer national charge, grit we are now on the threst i of a very different motto far
national change. We are on the edge rr~ch greater step forward Ior aft our people throughoutSouth

frica. Th e can be no separate s'ohjt n for Natal under these condo* ns, nor can t be arced any
er that there is a need. We bet ve that Ink,atha and all the people of Natal would r erjsnefy

welxme a unitary, non-racial derr crat c Soutfl Ala i the goats of millions through+ou1 the country
Our call Is "one,natlon, or. co ntry",

	

L lsltwe est drna kumZansl Afro ~Ike !

Vet even now as we stand together on the threshold of a new South \irwa, Natal is in flames .
Brother is fighting brother in wars of vengeance ar~d retalratK n. Ey, terrify has lost dear ones in
this strife . In the last few years of my ~mpnsanrr rf, my greatest b~'oen, my deepest suflenr, was

caused by the reports which reached rT of the ternbte th+r s wh~ct' were reap enar to you people

here in Natal. Sonke sdahleketwe Sore s bukJIg iz+nyerrtezi zenu rtigezarrr . Akweht,ar

lungehlariga nine beLembe eleQa arnanye armoire ng cukr 1

	

I exterxl my Cot pler eS to au

of you who have lost your loved ones in this conttd Let us taAe a rnvment now to reme

	

r ire

thousands who have died in Natal

It is cry duty to remind you now. +n tf mildte of your great suf~enr

	

~f tr,e respDns +try wh~ctt we

bear today, if we do not bang a ra to tt~~ ccrtftr~t, we *IM be ~n grave deaf of c r ,ptir~g the proms,

legacy of our struggle . We erxiar er tf peace press +n the wry # 'r gantry

Apartheid is not yet dead . Ec uai'ty arr1 dal my time to a

	

~s We ck riot have access to

political power. We need to +ritensdy our stn g$e to achieve our goo

	

t we cannot do tt is as nq
as the conflict amongst ourselves continues v~itantes, try,,, and garb ~ke the r,ator us S+nyoraa, (

have taken advantage of the hardshV5 etpenerw ed by oxur p eop to oil and gain for therralies
We can stop them, and the descent nro ~a~+r+essne s arrd v lerr onay by ceasing our feuds .

Doubts about the role of the page +n the conft t continue to

	

aimse the f+ndirw of a sokjt~on

There is an onus on the police tp convince tie putt of tt*w +rrcart,alry The keLters of Grrttiths ark

Victoria Mxenge rr st be bmugtl to t,

	

t1 mere are reneg,a edemas operat ;nq wrthin the

security forces, they must be exposed aril stomped Justice rrts1 rrt only be done, nest be sen

to be done .

We recognise that in order to brwr war to an end, the two s s rrt st tai. We are pleased to inform

you that we are presently prepanng for a molar +n the near future, between ourselves ar 1 the
present Zulu monarch, King Zweldhrnr Goodwill ka8hekuzukj . It is my earnest wish that the meetinq

will establish a basis on which we can baskl a real peace,
2. Y
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Repeating the call made by Comrade Waster Sisulu at the Conference for a Democratic Future, we
extend the hand of peace to Inkatha and hope that it might one day be possible for us to share a
platform with its leader, Chief Mangosuthu Gatsha 8uthelezi . We recognise the right of all
organisations which are not racist to participate in political life, We commend the actions of those
who have involved themselves actively in the search for peace in Natal . We commend the joint
UDF/COSATU team . We also commend Dr Dhlorrro, Or, Mdlalose, and Messrs . Nkheli, Ndlovu and
Zondi from Inkatha, as well as the churches in Natal, and certain business sectors, notably the
Pietermar zburg Chamber of Commerce . Our search fcrpeace is a search for strength .

As a result of our historic struggles . we, in the Mass Democratic Movement and in the ANC, are the
premier political force in the country This preeminence confers on us responsibilities over and
above the concerns of power Olrtic We have a duty to look beyond our own ranks and our
immediate concerns . We must strove more earnestly to unite all the people of our country and to
nurture that unity into a common nationhood. Wherever divisions occur, such as in the strife here In

Natal, it is a reflection against us and out greater societal goats . We need to look cntically end
candidly at aspects of our own practices which may rot be acceptable or wise . We need to be
rigorous in identifying our own contnbutxDn to the escalation of violence wherever t may occur . We
have a greater purpose than the defeat of nval oppressed groups, It is the creation of a heaffhy acrd
vsbraht
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vie condemn, in the strongest possible farrr, , the use of violence as a way of settling differences
anx ngst our pimple . Ukuhluthuka kwenhliziyo nodlame kungesakhe isizwe . Funa umbuso
wobandluk usebenzise lokhu nler~ge sizathu zokughubela phambili irigcin ezelo .

We would like to see in members of all seasoned pot ical organisations the total absence of
intolerance towards those who ddfer from us on quest one of strategy and tactics . Those who
approach problem with intolerant attitudes are rx credit to the struggle ; they actively endanger our
future,

The youth have been the shock troops of our struggle. We salute them for the ground which they
have gained . Only through conv'nl mer>i have these vI #ones been won; only trtrough discipline can
they be consolidated and made to tact Intsha ay}be njer~gamabutr~o kaShaka kaSenzangakhona
ayefwa ~zimpi ngesibindi nor oouhlakan, . Lamaghawe ayelartdeta zwr lezu na nabahali, Nar r to
umphakathi uthr, urnhlaba urn', tiara n ~hi aluphele udtame . A5I'ngalouswa intukutheto nokuhluthuka
kwezinhliziyo . Our youth must be ready to demonstrate the same perfect discipline as the armies or
King Shako, If they do not, we will kse the ground which we have gained at such great cost .

The parties to the contli in Natal have disagreed about a great deal . We have reached a stage
where none of the parties can be regarded as right or wrong . Each carries a painful legacy of the

past few years . But both s+des share a common enemy : the enemy is that of inadequate housing,
forced removals, lack of resources as b,asic as that of wager, and rising unerr loyment . The Freedom

Charter asserts that there should b houses, security and comfort for all . We demand that the
government provides these bask recess ies of toss .

Likwesweleka kwezindlu, kwamanzt, kwamathuba ernisebenzr, ukufudukrswa ngendluzuta kwabarnu,
nokubhidlizwa kwamakhaya abo Lezi ytz~nkinga zet xJ Sonke . Lokf u akungakhi ubutha phakathi

kwethu. Masifunde isifurw sase . Larr rtrvlil+e ngenkathr betht'Asinamair - babeveza izinkinga zap
wonke urnphakathi .

It is thus vital that we end the of lift in Natal, and end it now. Everyone must commft themselves to

peace . Women of Natal, in the past and at ctuc~at rrioments, you have shown greater wisdom than
your menfolk, It was you who, in 1929 and again in 1959, ~densrfied and struck out at one of the roots
n1 ~, .r nr,r,rocfiirlA Vnii taiirv''hM rY wPrfiiI c~arri a ns around beemalls . Amakhosikazt aktthr
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oDorothy Nyembe, oGladys Manzi noRuth Shabane babonisa ukukhaiipha kwenggondo ngokuvaia
izindlU zophuzo. ngenkethi amadoda ebulawa nga,manzi amponcrana imindeni ibhidlika,
Nginethernba k kuthi azophinde futhi eme ngezinyawo abambisane nomphakathi agede les~stmo .
More recently, the women of Ctiesterville arranged ali-night vigils to protect their children . Mothers,
sister and daughters o$-Natal, it falls to you once again to intervene decisively .

I call on the women of Natal . Wonke uwonke aphonse itshe esivivaneni! I charge you with a spec~ai
responsibility here today . It is you, in your wisdom now, who must been tie work of bringing peace to

Natal . Tell your sons, your brothers, and your hurt ands, that you want peace and security . i t is you
who must show them the real enemy . Wonke amakhosikazi ayazi ukutht isirrx lapho arnakhaya ~kati

lilala eziko uphahla luvuza lapho imvvla ~netha, ~z~n~ one sabulawa yizifo okudalwa ububha

nengcindezelo . Ngakhoke, kufanele s~phelrse udweshu rokungezwami phakathi kwethu yikhona
sizongoba is ha sethu sonke urrrxiso wobarwdtululo . Open the cooking pots and ask them why

there is so little food inside. When the rains corn into your homes, place the hands of your men n

the pools on the floor, and ask them, why'd When your child ails, and you have r o money to take rt to

aa doctor, ask them, why? There is only one answer, and that answer is our common deprNation . Go
out and meet the women of the other side . Their story is the sane, Then take your men with you t

want to hear from you . From each and every comrr*unity, I want a report, l want to hear the story of

how you made the puce. We puce our trust in you .

<<~a our mothers.
Viva our sisters .
Viva trio women of our land!

I call on the people of Inanda . Jean harms . All of you Iron' Clerrn'rorrl . join hare: Mamb tnathi,
Hammarsdale, Chester+ille and MpoQrw,menr, din hands . Peop1e of Ashciown, Esikhaweni, Mbali,

and Tn.istleed, join hands . :rtx5e of you wl~o are from Maphurr.rlo s area, you too . Residents of

Durban and Pietermaritzburg, it is your turn . Those from elms-tech Umlazs and tragic KwaMashu, ~Osn

hands also. I know each one of the mimes from my tin' in pnson I know each as an explosgn 01

conflict . And those of you whose rimes I have not named, you tao should in hands . We are many
thousands gathered here in this shorn toy Let us rrow pledge ourselves to peace and to unity
Join hands all of you and rat5e them up for a~ to see

A great deal of energy has been waste i by our people in v !ere ado's across the towns arrd vsIIag s

of this provir e . If we couid cnanr1 tnLs energy towaris tha real enemy of the people, aparthe+d

. ~couki be free within days.

We have already waded for our ba

	

rn for far too ~ . We can wait r ~arrger. Join forces, lr urns

Coloureds, Africans and treedom+av, nq wh e3 . to give aparthe+d its final blow . In the process, let us

develop active democracy. Demooratrc structures whrct serve the p pie must be established ~n

every school, township, village, !actory ar l farm

Since my release . I have become acre convinced than ever that the real makers of history are the
ordinary men and women of our courrtry, tractir partiipatron in every decision about the future is the
only guarantee of true democracy and tree om Urge reforms shot k1 not be placed on the g lwM

of the government . It is still a whde-rr~rlo ly reQurrre C*rx erred to protect white rniranty rights as far
as can Nor Should our reliarte be pied on the abridies of the statesmen amongst us and our

political leaders to negotiate an acceptable settlement . It is only the united action of you, the people

that wail ensure that freedom is f inalty acfi ved . I cad, therefore, for an alI •round intensdicatk fl of our

struggle . Siyorx oba simunyef

Mayibuye 1-Afrnkal Amandlat
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